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CORRESPONDENCE 



RELATING TO 

CHINA. 


No. 1. 


Viscount Palmerston to Lord Napier. 

Extract. Foreign Office, January 2i, 1S34. 

I HEREWITH transmit to your lordship a Commission under the 
Ko’^al Signet and Sign Manna}, appointing your Lordship, together with 
^ 1 'iliiam Henry ChicheLy Plowdcn, Esq., and John Francis Davis, Esq., 
to be “ Superintendents of the Trade of British Sulyccts in (^hina.” 

. •! also trahsmit to your Lordship His Majesty's general instructions 

ofider the Sign Manual, for the guidance of your Lordship and of your 
colleagues, in the discharge of tlic duties of the situations above mentioned. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 1. 

Extract from the Royal Commission appointing Lord Napier, Mr. Plowdan, and 
‘ Mr. Davis, to he “ Superintendents of the Trade of British Subjects in China." 

Extract. ; Deehnher 10, 18.13. 

AND in the event of the death of any or any one of you, the said William 
John Lord Napier, William Henry Chichcley Plowden, and John Francis Davis, 
while in the execution of this Our Commission, or of the incapacity, absence 
from the limits to which such Commission extends, or removal from office 
ot.any nr any one of you. We do hereby declare Our pleasure to be, and We do 
direct and appoint, that the vacancy so created in the said Commission shall be 
supplied on the spot provisionally, and until Our pleasure can be known, in 
such manner and according to such rules as arc, or shall be, in that behalf pre- 
scribed in =uch general or further instructions as aforesaid. 

******** 

And We do hereby straightly charge and require you, that, in the execution 
•of this your Commission, you do conform to and observe all such rules and 
reguiati' is as are or shall be given to you for your guidance, either in the 
general tstructmns under Our Signet and Sign Manual, accon oanying this your 
C 'mm>' dion, or •n such further instructions as sliall from tim'* ' time, be given 
to you under Our Signet and Sign Manual, or in Oo’- or by Us 

through one of Our Principal Secretaries of S^*' 


Enclosure 2 in No. 1. 


etrnct ^rora the Royal liiyn Manual Instructions to the 8uperinti'-\dents of^ 

Trade in China. V. 

•■tract. Decmier 31, 1833. 

, !.• WITH ihc.se Our in.struction.s, you will receive a Commission binder 
ar Signet and Sign Manual, constituting and appointing you to be’Super- 
ihtcndtnts of the trade of Our subjects to and from the dominions of the ‘ 
Kmperor of China ; together with an Order made by Us \^ith the advice of 
Our J’rivy Council, for legulating the said trade, and for the* government of 
our subjects within the said dominions; together with a certain other Order , 
fiiadc by Us witli the advice .Tforesaid, creating a Court of Justice for the 

S oscs therein mentioned ; (ogelher also with a certain other Order aI.so 
li by Us with tlic advice afore.said, impo.sing duties upon the shij)s and, 
goods of Our subject.s trading to Cliina, for the j)urpose.s therein mentioned : 
— which .several Instruments have l)y Us been issued in pursuance, and in 
cxercist! of tin? powers in Us vested by a certain Act of Parliafiienl made 
and passed in the ThirtI and I'lnirth year of Our Kcign [cap. 93, j intituled 
“ An Act to regulate the jtrade tc China and India." 

2. In oxcculiou of the said (..’oniini-ssion, y-ou will take up* your rc.sidencc 
at the Port of ( 'anton, in the dominions of the liinperor of China; and you 
will discharge the several duties confided to you by the said (.'onnni.ss)on 
’ and Oiders in Council re.spcctivcly, at Canton afore.said, or at any other 
place withjn the river or port of Canton, or at any other place which may 
fot that purpose be hereafter appointed by Us, and not eLsewhere. 

4, And whereas, See. [hen; i.s recited the 'first one of the two clauses 
extracted from the Uoyul C/Onntiission ; it then proceeds], Ntnv \Vc do diinrt 
and appoint that il' any such vacancy should so be created, by the death, 
resignation, or ittcapacity, alisenee or removal, of you, the said AVilliam .John” 
(jor<l Napier, the ('hief .Superintendent, or of the (.liief Superintendent for the 
time being, the same shall he .su])plied provision.illy hy you, the said \\’ill.-;im 
Henry Clncheley Plowden, Ksfpiire, the .Second .Snnerintetident, or by ti. • 
Second Superintendent for the time beittg : [and so on, providing, in order of 
sneecssion, for suj)plying, provisionally, vacaneies in the (rllice.s of J;hc Second and 
Tliinl Superintendents ; the vaeaney oCthc Thiid Snpennteiid<*nt, for the tlmtj! 
bt.Miig, t(» be] “ supplied provisionally ])y the Secretary to the Superintendents 
for the time being.” [In the event of either Mr. I’lowdea or Mr. Davis being 
ab.sent from (’himi, on the arrival there of Lord Napier, or of their deciin'yig to 
accept the odices of Second or Third .Superintendent, respectively, — in‘suc(i 
conliiigcncy, the .Secretary for the time being was not to enter upon or .succvcd to 
die vacant office, — but such office or oMces, as the case might be, should bo held 
provisionally (and until flie Jloyal plea.snrc .should be madg knowq) by any .such 
person or persons as should for that purpose be selected by Cord Napier, from 
amongst such of the servants of the East India Comp:n>y as might be resident at 
('ant on on the arrival of the ('oinmi.ssion at th:tt place!. Aitd the persons so to 
be* selected by you, the saitl William John Lord Napier, shall, by you, bo appointed 
to such oilico or tdfices, by an in.strument or imstruments to be by you, for that 
purpose, executed under your hand and seal: and every person, so by you, 
the said William John Lord Napier, appointed to be such Second Superintendent 
or Third Siipi‘rintcudent, as aforesaid, upon Any such contingency as afore- 
said, shall, tintil further or other provi.sion he made., by Us, in the premises, 
have, exerci.se, and enjoy all such and the same rights, powers, and authorities,' 
as if he or they had been appointed by Us,* by name, in and by the said Com> 
mission. ' » , 

Ifi. And W’c do further declare Our pleasure to he, that one of you, the said 
Superintendents, shall be specially charged with tbc duty of ascertaining ‘»>y all 
pmbticable ways and ujcans, and with the utmost attainable precision, the state 
of the trade carried on between our subjects, or the subjects of au^ othcr^brch'gn 
power, with the ii^ubitants of China; and especially the number of tt(?ve.sscls 
anuualiy^}rriving.''rom Ouv United Kingdom, and from Ojir sSviAal poiS'ession** 
abroad, >''*'^'‘''rritorics under the Government of the” said Company in 

States; and the tonnage of such vessels, and the 
" them^as mariners or passen"'^' s; and 
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amount and nature, and vaiuo of the goods from time to tin'ic imported in sucli 
several vessels into China; and of the goods exported thence in such vessejs, 
together with the j)rice8 current at the |K)rt of Canton, t>f such- i,mpurts atul 
exports; together with all material facts, illustrative of the course and nature of 
the said trade; and of the dilhculties hy w’hich the same may ))C im{>eded; and 
of the means which may be taken for the extension, or support thereof; together 
with such information as can he collected, respecting the cultivation of lea, and 
of other articles of export from China; and of the amount of the duties there paid 
upon the importation and exportation of dift'ercut goods ; and respecting the cHect 
of any such duties, or of the duties levied under such Order in C-oiiiicil * as aforesaid, 
upon the course >of the said trade; w’ith all other statistical intbrniation which 
may tend to illustrate or explain the interests of our subjects, and of the subjects 
■or citf'.'cns of other foreign nations, as connocted with the commercial intercourse 
subsisting between them and the Chinese Kinpire. And Wo do direct that all 
such information as aforesaid, shall he exhibited in the form of Tables; which 
Tables shall be transmitted once in eacli year to Our Principal Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs. 

- 17. And in the discharge of your duties as such Supcrinteudenls, as afore- 

iSaid, We do require and enjoin you to watch gver and protect the interc.sts of 
Our .subjects resident at, or resorting to, the Empire of (3)ina for the purposes 
of trade ; and to afford to them all such advice, information, and assistance, as 
it may be in your power t6‘ give, with a view to the safe and successful 
conduct of their commercial transactions; and, to the utmost of your ability, 
to protect them in the peaceable prosecution of all lawful enterpri.scs in 
wliicli they may be engaged in Chinn; and, by the exertion of your utmost 
influence and authority, to adjust by arbitration, or persuasion, all disputes in 
which any of Our .subjects may be Paere engaged with each other, or with the 
inhabitants of China, or with the subjects or citizens of any Foreign Stale; 
and to mediate between Our said subjects and the officers of the Chinese 
Goveriunent, in order to protect Our subjects aforesaid from all unlawful 
exactions or hindrances, in the prosecution of their commercial undertakings. 

IS. And it is Our further pleasure, that, so often as it ii»ay be necessary 
for* you, in conducting any such mediation as afore.said, to prefer any com- 
{/iaint or remonstrance to the officers of the Government of China, you do 
observe all possible ilioderalion; and do cautiou.sly abstain from all utme- 
cesgary use of menacing language; or from making any appeal for protection 
to Our military or naval forces, unless, in any extreme case, the most evident 
necessity shall require that any such menacing language should be holden, 
or that any such appeal should be made. And We do further command and 
require you, in the general discharge of your duties as such Suj)erintendents, 
to abstain from and avoid all such conduct, language, and deme-auour, as 
might ‘needle/.sly excite jealousy or distrust amongst the inhabitants <d' 
China, or the officers of the Chinese Government; or as might unnecessarily 
irritate the feelings, or rpyolt the opinions or prejudices of the Chinese people 
or Government; and that you do study by all practicable methods to maintuin 
a good and friendly understanding, both with the officers, civil and military, 
and with the inhabitants of China, with whom you may be brought into 
intercourse or communication. 

19. And We do require you constantly to bear in mind and to impress, as 
occasion nlhy offer, upon Our subjects resident in, or resorting to -China, the 
dut^ of conforming to the laws and usages of the Chinese Empire, so long a.s 
aiich laws shall be administered towards you and them with justice and good 
faith; and in the same manner in winch the same are or shall bo administered 
towards the subjects of China, or,,towards the subjects or citizens of oUkt 
foreign nations resident in, or resorting to China. 

. 20. And We do further enjoin and require you to transmit to the Governor 
-Gteiieral of the territories under the Government of the Ea.st India Company 
la India, duplicate c^ies, for his information, of all despatches which may by 
you be addressed to Our Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, with 
copies all despatches which you may receive from our said Secretary of 
State. !A.nd on any occasion, you should see cause to address despatches 


« ThU Order in Council, d«tci Oecoiiiber 9, 1838, vat rescind^ i;*' Order in Council, dated 

• .Tl 2, . 
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. ircctly to the said Governor General, We do further direct you to coronnuni- 
(ate to Our Secretary of State, aforesaid, full copies thereof, and of all 
despatches ^hich you may receive from the Governor General. All which ^ 
copies it is Our pleasure that you do transmit, a.s aforesaid, by the first ' 
c onvenient opportunity. 

21. And We do further declare Our pleasure to be, that neither you, the 
said Superintendents, nor any person who may hereafter be a Superintendent, 
under the said Commission, nor the Secretary to the said Commission for the 
time being, nor any other subordinate bfliccr employed by you, or by the 
Superintendents for the time being, in the discharge of the duties confided to 
you, shall engage in trade in China aforesaid ; or act as the factor, broker, or « 
agent, for any person or persons engaged in such trade, on pain of the 
forfeiture by you, or such Secretary or other oflBcer, as aforesaid, the • 
oflice so by you or him holden. 


No. 2. 


Viscount Palmerston to Lord Napier. 


My Lord, 


Porelffn Office, January 25, 18.34, 


YOUR Ixirdship’s Instructions, under the Royal Sign Manual, contain 
all that is essentially necessary for your guidance, in the general conduct ot 
the superintendence entrusted to your cMrge. But there still remain some 
particular points, upon which I urn commanded by Ilis Majesty to convey to 
you, for your information and guidance, the further instructions which you 
will find in this despatch, and in my otligrs of the same date. 

Your Lordship will anuounce your arrival at Canton by letter to the 

Viceroy. . , r »,• 

In addition to the duty of protecting and fostering the trade of 'Ills 
Majesty’s .subjects witli the port of Canton, it will be one of your itrincipal 
objects to ascertain, whether it may not be practicable to extend that trade to 
other parts of the Chinese dominions. And for tliis end yOu will omit no 
favourable opportunity of encouraging any disposition which you may discover 
in the Chinese authorities, to enter into commercial relations with His 
Majesty's Government. It is obvious that, with a view to the attainment of 
this object, the establishment of direct conmiunications with the Imperial 
Court at I’ekin would be desirable; and you will accordingly direct your 
attention to discover the best means of preparing the way foi‘ such commu- 
nications: bearing constantly in mind, ho\ycvcr, that peculiar caution and 
circumspection will be indispensable on this point, /lest you should awaken 
the fears, or ofl’end the prejudices, of the Chinese Government; and thus 
put to hazard even the existing opportunities of intercourse, by a precipitate 
attempt to extend them. In conformity with this caution, you tvill abstain 
from entering into any new relations or negotiations with the Chinese auth^ 
rities, except under very urgent and unforeseen circumstances. But if 
any opportunity for such negotiations should appear to you to present itself, 
you will lose no time in reporting the circumstance , to His Majesty’s 
Government, and in asking for instructions; but, previously to the receipt of 
such instructions, yon will adopt no proceedings but such as may have a, 
general tendency to convince the Chinese authorities of the sincere, desire 
of the King to" cultivate the most friendly relations with the Emperor of 
China, and to join with Him in any measures likely td promote the liappiness 
and prosperity of their respective subjects. I have to add, that I dp not 
at present foresee any case in which it could be advisable that you should 
leave Canton to’ visit Pekin, or any other parts of China, without having* 
previously obtained the approbation of His Majesty’s Government. ^ ^ 

Observing the same prudence and caution which I "have inculcated 
above, you will avail yourself of ever|r opportunity which nfay present itetif, 
for ascertaining wh^ljer it may not be possijjle to establish coihmercial 
intercourse with J^van, and with any other of the neighbouring countries : 
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«Qd you will report to this D.epartinent, from time to time, the results of your 
observation and inquiries. 

It is uuderstoud that a survey of the Chinese coast is’ much required ; 
and your attention should, therefore, be directed to this subject, with a view 
to ascertain the best means, and the probable expense of such an undertaking; 
..and you will have the goodness to transmit to me an early and full report of 
your opinion thereupon. But you will not take any steps for eommcncing 
such a surrey, till you receive an authority from hence to do so. Your 
atteoliun should also be directed to the inquiry, whether there be any, and 
what, places at which ships might find requisite protection in the event of 
hostilities, in die China Seas. Upon these points, I recommend to your 
attentive consideration the inclosed observations of Captain llorsburgh, the 
. correctness of which your Lordship will jnakc it your duty to investigate. 

Peculiar caution will he necessary on the part of the Superintendents, 
with regard to such ships as may attempt to explore the coast of China for 
purposes of trafiic. It is not desirahie that you should encourage such 
adventures ; hut you mu.st never lose sight of the fact, that you have no 
authojjty to interfere with, or to prevent, tliom. 

It is generally considered, that the Bocca Tigris, which is marked by a 
fort immediately above Anson’s Bay, forms the limit of the Port of (>anlon* : 
and as this appears to be the understanding of* the Chinese authorities them- 
selves, a notification to that tffect has been made to the merchants in this 
, country. Your Lordship will, accordingly, conform to that uiidcTstunding. 

The Master Attendant will have cliarge of all British ships and crews 
within the Bocca Tigris. 

Your Lordship is aware, that the Chinese autliorilics have invariably 
made a marked distinction between .ships of war and merchantmen in 
regard to the privilege of intercourse. It is contrary to their regulations, tliat 
• ships of war .should enter that part of the river which' lies above the Bocca 
Fort; and you will, therefore, take care to appri/.c the commanders of British 
ships of war, of the desire of Ilis Majesty’s Government that these regu- 
lation.s should he .strictly ob.served ; and that no Briti.sh ship of war should 
. }vass the Bueca Tigris, unless an extraordinary occasion should require it to 
do sok. This proh^ition extends, of course, to the frigate which is to convey 
your Lordship to your destination ; and you will, moreover, understand that 
such frigate is not to remain in the Canton river. 

With respect to questions of law, the Order in ('ouncil appears to give 
, you ample instructions ; , but I have to apprize your Jjordship, that, although 
It has been deemed advisable at once to constitute a Court of Justice, yc^ it is 
Ilia Majesty’s pleasure that you should nut, unless iii case of absolute 
necessity, commence any proceedings under such Order in Council* until 
you have tsjeen the whole subject into your most serious consideration. And 
you will, ill the mean while, fully report to me, for the information of Ilis 
. Majesty’s' Governineot, the result of your deliberations upon this most 
important branch of yoiir duties. 

Jt may hardly he necessary for me to add, that, if you should be cbm- 

S elled to have recourse to the unpleasant duty of ordering the arrest of any 
tritish subject for. irregularity of conduct, you will take care to issue for that 
purpose a formal warrant under your hand and seal. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


an Instniciton to Sir fi. Robinson* dated May 26, 183C, the limits of the jurisdiction of 
« the Superintei^tn^s were exu*i]ded,^o as to include Lintio and ^facao. 
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No. 3. 

Viscount Palmerston to Lord Napier. 

Extract. Foreign Office, January 25,. 1834. 

YOUR Lordship is aware that the "cntlcmcii whom His Majesty has been 
pleased tf) associate with you in your Coniuiissiou, arc the senior Supracargoes 
of the East India Company’s service. It is possible that Mr. Plowdon and 
Mr. Davis may decline the oHioc thiys conferred upon them ; but in such case, 
as it is considered desirable that you should be as-sisted by officers having had 
experience in China, it is the intention of His Majcsty*s Govcminent that the 
office or offices so declined, as well as the office of Secretary, shall be offered to. 
other gentlemen of the Company’s, factory, in the manner which will be pointed 
ont to yon in a separate instruction. Tbc officer.® however, who, ui:ider the 
circumstances supposed, may accept the situations which you may offer to 
them, must understand that those situations are only coni’erred upon them 
provisionally, and until His MAjesty’s pleasure can be t.nkcn. 


No. 4. 

VucQunt Palmerston to Lord Napier. 

Extract. Foreign Office, March 7, 1834. 

I HAVE to infi)rm your Lordship that it has been deemed expedient, with 
a view to the. advantage of the mercantile community, that His Majesty’s Order 
in Council dated the 9th of December, 183.’}, imposing certain duties upon the 
tonnage and goods of His Majesty’s subjects trading to the Port of Canton, for 
the support of the establishment of the Superintendents at that |K>rt, should .be 
revoked ; and the necessary ste[)S are accordingly now in progress for rescinding 
the said Order in Council. 


No. 5. 

Viscount Palmerston to Lord Nap'i^-. 

My liord. Foreign Office^ March 8, 18^. 

WITH reference to my despatch, I herewith inclose for your infor-s 
mation aiul guidance, a copy of the Order of His Majesty in. Coimctl; 
Iwaring date the .'>111 instant, revoking the j>rcvious Order in Council of the 
9th of December, 1 83.3, whereby certain duties were irnposed'-on Uritish ships, 
and goods on board thercr)f, trading to tbc Port of Canton. 

(Signed) ’ PALMERSTON. 
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No. (>. 


Lord Napier to Viacount Palmerston. — (^Received Janiiarij 1835.) 


My Lord, Canton^ Auyust 9, 1834, 

I HAVE t\ic honour to iic(iuaint your Ivordship of the arrival of His 
Majesty’s ship Androinache, in Macao Roads, on the l.'ith of July liist; from 
whence. I landed, on. the afternooi» of the sitiue day, at the city of Macao, under 
a salute from the Portuguese forts. 

Here I had tlic pleasure of finding the Select (’oinniittce and Supra- 
cargoes of the late Establisinent of the Honourable the East India Coui|»any, to 
whom I communicated the contents of IliS Majesty’s ComniLssion, and the 
other ddfcuments supplied to me by His jMajesty’s Govermneut. 

On the 1 7th, 1 received a eomiuunicatioa from John Francis Davis, Es<j., 
in the alwence of Mr. Plowdcn, acce])ting the sitaation of Secotid .Superinten- 
dent, from .Sir G. Jlcst Rolyuson, Hart., accepting the situation of Third 
.Superintendent, and Ironi ,Iohn Harvey Astell, Esq., that of Sccrclai-y to the 
Superintendents, according to the terms of His Majesty’s (.'ommissiun an<l 
General Instructions. 

On the 19th, Commissions were grantetl by the .Superintendents to Mr. 
Astell, as .Secretary and Treasurer, — 1«> the Uev. Dr. Morrison, as Chinese Se- 
cretary and lOteriavtor, — to (’aptain C. Ellit)t, R.N., as Master Attendant,--'- 
Mr* (’ollcdge, a.s Surgeon, — and Mr. Ander.son, as Assistant Surgeon, according 
to Jlis Majesty’s Instruction No. 3. 

t The .Superintendents being s<) constituted with their Assistants, copi(>8 of 
Jnstruclious from His Majesty’s Ciovernment were supplied to each, and duly 
read »)ver and discussed; after which 1 laid before the me’eting a letter from the 
Right Honourable Qharies Grant, of the date of London, I8lh February, 
accpiainling me that Iljs Majesty’s Government had resolved to rclimpiish the 
duties on goods and tonnage, and that the cxj)cnsc of the establishment would 
,he borne, onc-tinrd by India, and two-thirds by Great Rritain. It may he here 
agreeable to state, that several vc.ssels having s.ailed from the river of Canton 
to England, between the 22ud April and the <latc hereof, with eargoc.s of tea, 
notice had l)eeu received from the merehanls of their W'illingiiess to pay up 
the diities if required so to do. In consequence of Mr. Grant’s letter, ‘the 
»Supcrii\tcndents v/ere unanimously of opinion, that it was no longer neee.ssary 
to carry into eReet any steps for the recovery of the same. 

, A letter, was this day addressed to Captain Chads, of IIi.s Majesty’s ship 
Andromache, refpiesting ^ikn to send the usual surveying ofKcers on hoard 
the cutter belonging to the Honourable the East India Company, to meet there 
competent persons^o be appointed by the agents of the Company, to make a 
survey of the hull, rigging, cqui])mcn1., and spare stores of the said <'utter, with 
the view of purchasing her for tl»e use of His Majesty’s Government; copy of 
which repqrt made hy the King’s officers, and that by the servants of the 
East India Company, will be found in the eoj)y of proceeding.s herewith 
aujjexed. 

’ On the 23rd, the Superintendents embarked on board of His Majesty’s 
ship Andromache, and proceeded to the anclioragc at Clmcn-pce, below the 
forts at the Bocca Tigris, wh^ti ®he* anchored at midnight; next morning, a 
Chinese war junk weighed, anU came to an anchor near His Majesty’s sliip, 
firing a salute of three guns, which was returned hy an equal nuuiher. 

At n(jon, the Superintendents left His Majesty’s ship under a salute of 13 
guns, and proceeded t)ii board the cutter on their avsij’’ to Canton, where they • 
’ arrived at 2 o’clock on the morning of the 2r)th. ■ 

On the 20 ^ 1 , a copy of the. King’s (.'ommission to the Supcrinteiulents w'as 
supplied to thdeditow of the Cihitoii Register, to be printed and circulated by 
him as a notificatYon to the trade in general. 
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In obedience to His Majesty’s commands, conveyed to me by your Lord- 
ship, of the date of the 25th Janaary last', desiring me to announce my arrival 
at Canton by letter to the Viceroy, a letter, a copy of which is inclosed, vras 
addressed to his Excellency the Viceroy, which, being rendered into Chinese by 
the Rev. Dr. Morrison, the Chinese Secretary and Interpreter, was carried to 
the City gates by Mr. Astell, accompanied by a deputation of gentlemen from 
the establishment. 

It may be here stated, that daring the interval employed in translating my 
letter, the Hong merchants, Howqua and Mowqua, arrived with the copy *of an 
Edict, addressed by the Viceroy to themselves, for the puipose of being enjoined 
on the Superintendents by their body. Long experience having already proved 
to the servants of the East India Company the utter futility of such a medium 
of communication, and the compliance therewith only tending to degrade His 
Majesty’s Commission and the British public in general, in the estimation 
of the Chinese people, and to render the exertions of the Superintendents to 
perform their various duties altogether ineffectual, the Hong merchants were 
courteously dismissed with an intimation, '* 'Fhat I would communicate imme- 
diately with the Viceroy in the manner befitting His Majesty’s Commissipn and 
the honour of the British nation.” 

Mr. Astell was, thereforq, instructed to deliver my letter to a Mandarin, 
and to avoid any communication through the Hong merchants, which might 
afterwards be represented as an official communication and a precedent on all 
other occasions. 

On the arrival of the party at the City gates, the soldier on guard was 
dispatched to report the circumstance to his superior. In less than a quarter 
of an hour a Mandarin of inferior rank appeared ; whereupon Mr. Astell offered 
my letter for transmission to the Viceroy, which dxity this officer declined } 
adding, that his superior was on his way to the spot. 

In the course of an hour several Mandarins, of nearly equal rank, arrived' 
in succession; each refusing to deliver the letter, on the plea that “higher 
officers would shortly attend.” 

After an hour’s delay, during which time the party were treated with much 
indignity, nut unusual on such occasions, the Linguists and Hong merchants 
arrived, who entreated to become the hearers of the letter to the Viceroyj 

About this time a Mandarin, of rank higher than any of those who. had 
preceded him, joined the party, to whom the letter was in due form oflered; 
and as formally refused. 

The Mandarinshaving seen the superscription on the letter, argued, “ that 
as it came from the Superintendent of Trade the Hong merchants were 
the proper channel of communication but this obstacle appeared of minor 
importance in their eyes, upon ascertaining that the document was styled a 
Letter and not a Petition. 

The Linguists requested to be allowed a copy of the address, which was 
of course refused. ^ 

About this time the Kwang-Heep, a military otecer of considerable rank, 
accompanied by an officer, a little inferior to himself, arrived on the spot ; to 
whom the letter was offered three several times, and as often refused. The 
senior Hong merchant, Howqua, after a private conversation with the Kwahg- 
Heep, requested to be allowed to carry the letter in company with the Kwang- 
Heep, and ascertain whether it would be received. 

This being tronsidcred as an insidious attempt to circumvent the directions 
of the Superintendents, a negative was made to this and olher overtures ol q 
similar tendency. 

Suddenly all the Mandarins took thei^ departure, for the purpose, a.s it was 
aftenvards ascertained, of consulting with the Viceroy. 

Nearly three hours having been thus lost within the city, Mr. Astell 
determined to wmt a reasonable time for the i;etum of the Mandarins, who 
shortly afterwards re-asscmblcd ; wdicreupon Mr. Astell respectfully offered the 
' letter in question three separate times to the Kwang-Heep, and afterwai’ds to the 
other Mandarins, all of whom distinctly refused even to touch it ; upon which 
Mr. Astell and his party returned to the factory. , 
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Next day, the 27th, the Hong merchants waited in a body on the Super-' 
intendehts; and after a long desultory conversation, marked on their imf-tr 
py cuiming and duplicity, Howqiia at length proposed that a new address shout^ ^ 
be alBxcd to my letter; in the first placed substituting the word Petition for,, 
that of Jjftter.; atid, secondly, .making a trilling alteration in the designation of 
the Viceroy : the first of these was of course firmly rejoc-ted; the second, being a 
matter of courtesy, w'as willingly complied with; and Howqua haying dictated a 
copy 6f the same for the approval of the Viceroy,, look his departure with, 
a p^onfise of rcturJiing next day with a reply. 

On the moiling of the 28th, a ticket was addressed to me by Howqua, 
annouiieing *his intention of coming to me at one o’clock. It may be here , 
proper to state, that, although Howqua had already seen the t'hinese character 
‘used, by Hr* Morrison, to represent my iiamet on this occasion he wj\s pleased to / 
use another one, not of the most courtly description, expressing and signifying 
the’ sense of “ Ijahoriously Vile.” On being requested to explain the reason, 
for such a gratuitous insult, hding already in. possession of my name, h.e mtfully, 
avoided all explanation beyond the fact of Ui*s, having been “ so instructed by 
the pilot.*^ 

, At the aj)ppintod hour, the- Hong morohants arrived ; and llowqna alone, 
being admitted stated that my letter .would not he received, unless, it was , 
superserihed as a Petition. . 'i'hls being refused, Howqua, was dismissed , 
accordingly. 

It may also be here remarked, as evidence of the hostile disposition of (he 
Hoverutiient, that every petty annoyance has been oUerwl since the arrival of,; 
His ]\laje.sty’s Commission in Canton; such as wantonly brealiiug open my,, 
baggage-ehests by the oflieers of tlie Custom.- House, while the ,keys. wero^ 
within their rcaeli, a eireumstuucc hitherto uiqu’cecdcnted ; by roealliii.g the’ 
Chinese boat-men employed by the Europenu.s on the river,} and by intinmlating 
the compradorcs, or purveyors, hcloiagiiig , to the. agents of the East India 
(Joinpauy, so as to cause them to desert the service. . , 

On the 31st, Howqua and Mowqna ^yaitc^ on the. Superintendents., to 
deliver tlie copy of an Order, transmitted through tlieir body, to be enjoined by, 
tlicm on the iSuperint^idcnts for their ohservanee} which >vu.s of cour.se refused. 

I lowqua ’then asked the jiaturc of my instructions ; on which ho was informed, 

'• thatnvhcncver the Viceroy was pleased to receive my letter, he would he made 
Ijilly aware of the contents thereof.” 

^ 1 had no further communication with the Hong merchants until- the 8th 
instant, when Howqua and Mowqua paid a visit to the Superiutendents, the 
pretended object of which was to emleavoiu’ to iwrsuadc me to return to 
Macao, 'as being the more agreeable residence during the hot weather. 

It may be here proper to e.vplain to your TiOrdsliip, that, fnmi private 
information on which I have thempst perfect rclumce, I, aru assured that up to 
this .date no report, even of rny expected arrival, or of tlu; ehauge of eircum- 
smnce.s (ronuected with th6 iradc, has ever been forwarded by the Viceroy t») 
the Court at Pekin. At the same time, I have reason to believe that tJie 
Emperor has been Jiartially made acquainted with the ciremnstanee through 
other* channels. 

The Viceroy, thus finding himself in a dilemma, on liearing of my arrival 
at Macao, dispatched Howqua and Mowqua thither by the inner channel (a 
branch of the river) with an order to ]»revcnt my proceeding to (Canton. 

.-•Previously to tlveir arrival W'e had embarked in the Andromache, as hefon^ 
stirtcd; *on which the Hong mendiants returned with all expedition to Clanton. 

The Viceroy then dispatched the Kwang-Hcep, or Military Aidc-de-Camp, 
by tlie river, to meet us on our prijgres?!, with the view of inducing me to return 
to Macao. This messagc.also miscarried like the former. 

The Viceroy, continuing to refuse the acceptance of my letter, is thus at a 
loss for informa^tion on the nature and object of my instructions ; and conse- 
quently has not the means of making his report to the Emperor ; thus is he 
d‘c.sirous of persuading me to return to Macao, in order that, when once there, 
he may have an ^ojiiportunity of recommencing the ceremony of arriving and 
reporting, or pcfliajjs of issuing an order to me to remain there altogether. 
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Ifavinj;; so/ar liio advantage, it shall he mycluty to hold on for the puiposc 
of idreing .him in time to receive my T.rltcr, and not iny Petition; tor 
which he fimst \ii ld l»efoi'e he can transmit an authentic official report to his*, 
own Oovernim nl : although perhaps he may he enahled to supply the deficiency 
to a ciTtaiii extent, fnjm irtformation gathered hy his emissaries among the 
.British .mei'chants. 

My great ohjcct i.s to open and maintain a direct personal communication 
•with the \ iccroy ; .so Unit 1 may lie enalded to get rodre.ss from him in all 
commen lal grievances connecli'd with the Hong merchants, or on criminal 
proceedings connected with the duties of the Kwang-Chow-Foo, ,or Criminal 
Judiic, instead of leaving myself at the mercy of those Ilong merchants who, 
in fact, exercise no official powers .whatever, andean never be depended upon^ 
for the transmission of complaints to the diffcrenl heads of departments when 
circumstances reipiire. 

I have reason to helievo that llis Majesty’s subjects here have several 
causes of complaint. J forhear p) liouhle y"Ui‘ Lordship wdtii these at pre.seut, 
us long as a chance exists, witliiii a moflerate time, of laving the same before the 
V iceroy, for his consideration and redress. In llie mean time, 1 shall endeavour 
to maintain harmony hctweeii all parties. 

There are somi; other ponds connected with the medical estahlisluuent : the 
moriM'llieient duties of the .Ma.ster- Attendant ; iifiprnvemeid of the navigation, liy 
completing the survey of tin; China seas; ami the aceommodatimi eventually to 
he occupied hy the Superiidemleids and llieir Assistants, which, on farther 
experience, I shall have the honour of reporting to your Lordshij) in a more 
specific maimer than I am yet (irejiared to do. 

. llavimr now i lcarly explained to your I.nrdsliip the jiosiliou in which I 
stand, in respect to the Viceroy, up to the date hereof, (!Hli August, i S.'tL I heg 
to aeipiaiut your .Lordship that all these mea.sures have received the full 
coneuri-em c and supjmrt of my two f'olleagucs. 

Lmleavouriug also always to hear in mind the nature and spirit of Ilh. 
Majcsly s iustruclions, regulating my conduct toward.? the Cliiiie.so authorities, 
ami eiijoiiiiiig ivspect to the laws of the Empire, 1 eoiieeive, in adopting the 
line so a])|)roved, am! which has given entire salisfae'.ion to llis Majesty’s 
faithful suhjeets at this port, that 1 luivo, in fact, adhered most strictly to those 
insl ructions, wiihouL eouiproinisiug the honour of His Majesty’s Conmussion, 
ami without relimiuishing that right or practice which has been so often exerciser! 
in times past hy the I’resident of the Select Committee, of enjoying direct com- 
munication with the Viceroy, whenever cireumstaiiccs might render such 
comnumieation necessary or desirable. 

I have, kV:, 

(Signed) NAPIER, 

Chief Superintendent. 


Inclosure in No. 6. 

Lord Nopier to the Governor of Canton* 

9 ■* 

IN pui’Siiancc of orders from ray most gracious Sovereign, William IV., 
King of Croat Britain and Ireland, I have the honouy of notifying to your 
lilxccllcucy my arrival at the city of Canton, •Itpariug a Royal Commission con- 
stituting and apj)ointiug me Chief Superintendent of British T,*'ade to the 
domitiioiis of His Imperial Majesty the Emperpr of China. .B)’’ this Commis- 
sion are as.sociated with me, John Francis Davis, Esq., and Sir George Best 
Robinson, Bart., late of the Honourable East India Company(s Factory at this 
place. 

The object of the said Royal Commission is to erapowerivig, Ilis Majesty’s 
Superintendents, to protect and promote the .British ‘trade, which, from the 
boundless extent of His Majesty’s dominions, will bear the traffic of the four 
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qiraitn^ «)f t!i<‘ worUl t > llu- slu»ros of thr i>l' ( 'hin;^ tlu* c'xclu.vi vi' 

])rj\ and tradr liitlu: tn nnjoyrd hv the llun.Mnahlr I'/i'il , I lulia 
<»r nuMfliants haviiiL: rt a^rd ami drtrrinincd, hy lln^wjli and powiroT Ills 
Majt'stv lli«‘ KiiiL^ and lli*‘ ParlianunU <»!* (Jirat linlain. • 

I liavi' also iho h.omair ol acqnainlinu- yonr I0\i r 1 K iU'V , that Ills Ma)i‘slv, 
niv iMosl LM'a(‘ions S('\ (‘laiLpi, lias hcaai pliasid to iinnsl nu*uilh powns, 
]inlilird and pidu-ial, lo dr r\iaa*!>rd acaan'dini^ 1.) rirriimslanres." 

^.\ t prrsrnt., I will (*nl\ liiitlu r u cpir^l ihal yonr i'!\i*r 1 lrm‘y wdl yj’ant int‘, 
with niN rni I i.an nr s, i hr Iraioiir oi a prrvt)n.d in!i r\ irw , 'a hrii it will hr my ilul \ 
lu explain mrrr tullv lo vnur l\\(‘rlirnr\ tlu‘ naturr i»l tin* riiamat-.s \^ hirh haVi' 
taken plarr, ai^l upon wlurli our pirsrn! dutir^ and m'^liui'lions liavt' hiaai 
luundi’d . 

Allow lur toronvrv, lhroui;li ynir l^xrrllrnrN, lo llis Impriial i\!a)rs»v, 
llu‘ lii^li t’onsidi ration of 1 1 is Ma|rsl\ ihr Kinu, ni\ ma‘>'lrr; and with the 
rr'-p'‘(‘t I’o) von:- I'Xrri lriU‘\ , allow mr ti> snh^iTiiii* m)>i'll v«>ui' 
Kxtrl Irnr v’s very failhlnl and olu’diml srivaiit. 

(Si-pnd) NAIMKU, 

( 'liirf Suj}rruilrntlf'ni. 


No. 7. 


hnnl Xnpicr Ln I7.s'rn/M/ Paltnrrsfun, ■ {RcccirtdJnnuari/ ol, lsd.'>.) 

Mv (Irar Lord, (^mfoKy AuffUMf l-l, l.Sd>L 

MV |)uh|!(‘ i)rs[)ahdi, addrrssvcl to \oiir Loidship, Lpvrs an oulliiir* of 

s up to liir !)tli inst ant , rliir (i \ irlalim^ to what has p.issrd onihcsul)' 
jrrl r;|’ c niinuimaliou with tlir \'ircn*o\. ’Thr Mamjirs not havin:; sailed to 
’Ini lniir, I am dr'-n ons oi ‘-u|»plyni.; the latest inlormation; and it auNlhiiii; 
trans irrs sulj->r<pirnt lo this date, ami prior lo lirr di pKituu*, I will add it as 
a Losi sri’i I it , 

I (jiay lunr state*, that w hioh has- l)ren omitted in the Orspateh, that on 
the did iiisiant 1 had a letter Innii ('ajitain (’liadsol {\]>' Anf/rftnnff'hr, at 
(dim 11 p 'e, stajinj, “liiat the (dimesr \dmirai Inid ihrr.itt nrd lo tire into nitr 
• rif/irr i! she attc-mpt! d lo pass up and down ihe river as lu ri'tolore; and ihaL 
he Ind as--iirv (l l..e Admiral d lie did so, the insult would hi* lesenlidd A 
simiiai e* anmu.i ieat 'Oil having h« en made hy the I ImiL*' mei eliants lo one ol tin* 
liinisji riM iehaiits ahout tin- same time, in rrs])ect. to his seliooner |)assnn> 
and u p.issjiiM*, I thought, perhaps, on ihe . l//d/'o///r/r//r'.v di*[»ai ImI’i* some \ lo- 
leiier eoaht n^-eiir: and, therelori*, h\ way of' si i eni^l heniii:; iny own hands, 
I rc'iueslrd Captain (diads, on his jiiiHin^* li; sea, lo rrnise outside the isIhikIs 
1’oi>a w eek, and then rrsi^mc* his anelua'a n* at ( dinen-pe(‘, wit lion! eominunu'at - 
dip^’al mother place'. in t’lie mean lime, 1 \mmiIi 1 he rnahled to pid^e ol their 
intc‘ntio::s. 'Idn* .^}i({ronun'hr hdl Macao Koads lliree or lour days a^^o, ami 
of eo'ira* has not yet n lurmd, 

•On the evening of the I ttth instant, it came to my knowledge 1 hat a requisi- 
tion f i on 1 he I Ioiil;’ me re h ants had l^eeii issued that da y to the liiitish merchants, 
c:allin j; nix^u them to atli'iid a meetiuL* oi' the Ifoiie^al the < 'ousoo Housi*, as 
next d i\ , at one od ioek. Idiis appealing; to me rallu r a novel and unjireri*- 
dehViJ measiiri*, I nnmed lalel v c-alhd a Lf(*m.'ral meeting- of all Hritish inhahit- 
ants, lo he iicdd ai the hall ol Tlie Superintendents at half past ten; in order to 
de.ibr! ati* on the propriety and the qonsetpieiices o( atlendin*^^ such a me(‘tne_;'. 
Mr. D.ivis ami m VMdf addressro* the meelini^, (le|)reealinLf such an atti lulanre 
as that i^oposid: au(l*a draft (d‘ the letter tr) the lloii}; nierehants. hein;jf 
prop(»si'd and r(*id. \v<is earritvl unanimously with som(‘ verbal alterations. 

Idle objet-r ol the lloiif>* merchants was (wndtmlly to ereati: a schism 
.amon^ tin? ijrili'-h, in order to set up one party Oijfainst the Siipt rinlemlents, 
with the view of f.>ieiiii;- me to retire by threateninj^^ to sto|) the trade. In 
this, however, Jdir V iiiatic ii (.lc‘<y(ic(l I'ailiiie; ainJ tlii'ir ini; not liaviiijf taken 
place, tlicv incl«.ii (K all tlic lute; Eilicls rerused by me, to tlic three jinucipal 

C2 
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inrn:li;inls, Jarrlinc* ;in<i ( o., and (Jo., and i’ran'jrc* Mnnrliajcc, the 

nj 1 ht^*^ Par.sri s, (l‘^iiin ‘4 tln in to (Mijoin the Kdirts iijuni nu* ; a doty 
with vvhirh, of coiirsf^, they at once refused t«> comply. 1 have*, however, 
a(‘(iuirc(l pnvali ly cop'u s ol tin ^c docuiucnts. I'hey alldid a strom^ (‘Xauij}Ie 

i) f the vvaiil of autlMiiity, and tlie weakness of the (Jovi rnnicnl. Hut ihero 

is also 1.0 he ejeam-d inlormation on one jioint (‘unnecU-d with my instruc- 
tions, which, I think, plainly <liMnon*'tralt s that theic is no “ disj)o.sition on 
the part ol the ( ’hiiu sc ani lajiitn s to <. ntcr mlo coinincicial relations witli 
Ilis iMajcsiys < iover iimcnl.’ , \'id(‘ third paiaijiaph of \onr Lordshi[)\s 
l)es|)atcii ol Januaiy ‘Jjth, lS.’>t.) ^ 

Nov\, my Lord, I cannot help thinkint;- that l>y a cartful perusal of tliis 
parai;ra|)h, yam will <ind tlial 1 am^in tin Inst place, instructed to “ asce rtain, 
liow far It may l)c practicahle to extend the trade*/’ but 1 am only' to do so 
l)y “ encourat;in;j[ certain dispositions which may bi‘ disco\ cri d/’ (tin* dis- 
[losilion discovmed by the IJdicts is not \ tu y emamraeiiii;'; and, “in case of 

j) UttmL; to lia/aid thi' cMsim^ Dpjiorlnmlies of inicicouise, 1 am not to (mt('r 
into any m L;olialions with tin* ( hiiu s<' anthoi itii s ; but i( an o|)portunity ol 
a n( L;otiation sljonld apjiear, I am to losi- no time in re|)orliii;4 tin* saine to Mis 
Maji'sty s {h>\ ernment iniloini^* which I must lose at h asl ten nionths, and, 
perhaps, tlie oppoitnnilv' of i lleelniL; i^eod, ioi tner. 

Now, my Loid, I would nuuely ask, ami i do so m the. iii(;st n spi ctfiil 
inanmu po-,sil)h‘, and without the sliLihtisl fit'lnn; of diso spec 1 to liis Via- 
jt‘sty\s (b)veininenl, and as little towards your Loidslnp, if tlial |»araL:rapIi 
ilocs not insliuet im* to do one tliim^. a \oi\ maleiial tiling, and then depiivcs 
mc^ of the means of doini;' it f Siip|»ose, iujW. the \ ier roy rehuil^, and admits 
me to a cc)nfercnc(\ arid I may ha\( an opp<>rlmnl\ of im|)U)\ Idl* our comnicr*- 
eual leljtions at this port, by uril'in^* any clami or jUiiyine tin* r(‘mo\al cif any 
difliculty, I am not to nenotiate without liisl reportiiiL; ti) Ills Majesty’s (ly- 
verninent. ’ I cannot In l|) th.inkim; that the whole ol this paragraph lias liei n 
(ramc‘d wilhoul a just c(aiMderali(m of the u al stall' of fee ling of the (’him sc 
and tlieir authoiities, ami without due lefeKuei* to tin histoiy oi‘ past times, 
W'licii wasil (\rrkm.wu, wilhmihe last eeulury , that the ( diiiu sc'. aullnnities 
vuinrnl a (/i.sposidojt to eiicouiage loreigii trade ! On’ the. cont rary, ;dl tin* ])ri- 
Mh'ges formeiiy enjoyed fiy ilic lhatisli lni\c la rii icurlaili d iVmn lime to 
linu , till we arc at this moment tieci clown iimh r dreadful leslriclKMis to tin* 
m(‘rc port of (’anion. Onr comnu rec* has, no doubt, wonderfnily imu'eased ; 
but Mot through the dispejsilion of the authorities, but through the enterprizti 
of onr im redrants and seamen, and the gre'at desin* ol' the projtir to olitaiii 
onr inamdactuies, and |)arliei|iale m the gein-ral advantages of trade. 

'Idle libiisf ol evi'ry ( liinaman in these e\tcnsi\e subui bs, is a .>hc)|) of 
oiu* sort nr another. IJvc ry^ man is eonstanlly* at work; noboily se en h»ilcring' 
al)u\it ami idle; and, in fact, c vc;rv man is a nu'rehant; \t*t, does one of tlnsc 
same IJdicfs sjieakof tlie “ petty affairs of eoinmeree,' - as if eomim ici w ere a 
matte r of no concern in tlu' cinpiri ! "rids is, indeed, an argument they have 
used on occasions, tinus Without number; and having lon^‘ aeted on the prin- 
(‘i])le, it is (|uite impossible to suppose tliey^ will eve r show* any desire to join 
wdth Ills Alaji'sty , “ in measures likely to promote the hapjiincss and jiros- 
perity of the two kingdoms. " The C’hinese authoiitics pretend Icj spurn at 
the i(li‘a of mir graeious King’s desire ol “ (uiltivating I'riendly* relations for 
tlu' eommon good of both people. ’’ “ lingland hasluu* laws,” says the Kdict, — 
lIow much more*, tlie ("elestial Kni[)ire,-- liow flaming bright — more^teT“i ible 
tlian awful ihunderliolls ! ! ! " • 

NoLwitlistanding that there arc forty thousand ^ men in garrison at 
(’anton continually, feuir Ldiets have beeii-let otV against me, for landing 
without a real cho[), or ])ermit. I have beeni C3rd/)red off' ; amj entreated 
to depart; yet with all this, and the forty' tjiemsand men, and the flaming 
bright laws, ami tenible ihunderbolls, they have not yet tak,i:n mo and se‘nt 
me clow n the river. Suppose a Cdiinuman, or any other man, W'erc to land 
umbr similar eirciimstanees at Whitehall, your Lordsldp would not allow^ him 
to “ leiU r, " as they have permitteel me. Looking, now, at Uvo utter imbecility 
of tlie (lovernment, and tlie favourable disposition of tU? I cannot lor 

om* moment ^n|)pose, that, in treating xvith such a nation, Ills .Majesty’s Go- 
vernment will be ruled by the ordinary forms prescribed among civilized 





pcojjlo. L’nfler those eireiin\st;iuees I tei!l < oiiS(‘ioiis, th.it yum I.urilship wfll 
expunge tluit [>aragr:\ph, which, aeeording lu iny iiiading, i!an lu ver !)c ai ted 
upon. • 

Your Lordship staus, “ that a direi t euinnnmiealiuii with would 

be desirable;" and 1 am direeUal “ to di>et)\er the l)esl means lor siu h a l om- 
niuniealion/' ]\Ir. Davis may perhaps liave ijHen'd some obser\ ations nn ihal 
head, as he has already dnm- to me, in relenmci* to tl»e advantage orimim diate 
communication ; but, of course, I eonhiu' my vie ws to the times yet 'to (ome 
On this particular point, I shall be enabled vi'iy soon, from e\pct!led inlornnt 
lion, to say more ujion the siibjei t ; and I think I can havi^ no hesitation at 
once in reeomiift nding His Majt'sty s (Joxernnu'ut to consult immediately on 
the best plan to be ailopted (or commanding a ( ’ommi'rei:il Trcal jgora d'lcaty 
\vhi(*h shall secure the just rights, and mnlnaee the. mtmesls, public and pnv;i(tg 
of all Europ(‘ans, not of liritish alone, but of all cuili/i il i)eople I'oming to 
trade according to the principK‘s of mleriiatimv.d law. I mamtam, I hat it 
will be as easy to w'ork for the civilized world as for ourselves; and that il 
will b(^ as easy to open the wliolc coast, as any individual |)ort. It may |)r\s- 
sibly hki advisable to go to Pekin on the oei asion, or perhaps only to .srnd 
from the mouth of the Peiho river, or Iroin an\ other point upon the coast. 
Semding an Ambassador is the mon' crourtcons ; 1ml tin* presenei* of an 
Embassy jire-siipposes room for di‘bates amf long delays, altiuations and 
amendments in j)lans proposed. 

Now', I should say, tliat W'C should propose^ nothing ])ut w hat is fair and 
just towards all mankind ; and avtiid 4mli'ring into minute details. Demand tin* 
same personal |)rivileges for all traders, that i*very tr.ider cmjoys in ^algland. 
Ifavingoiice aetpiinnl the light of st'll Icnuml at i viuy port, li t the tiaile e,o 
on aeeording to the established rules of the lanpiii*, good or bad, re- 
serving always the e(mimon right to reprt'senl and negotiate wdn re wro’ng 
[irevails. 

Our first objec't should be to g(‘t a settlenu nt on the same li rms tliat 
every (.'hineman. Pagan, 'l'nrk,or ('hrislian, sits dowm in England, ^flns, no 
doubt, would be a very staggering jiroposirnm in the f^ice of a red ela^p: but 
say to the hhnprror, “^Adopt this, or abi<!i* (In' cmuim (immei s,"- and it is dom*. 
Now'? “ abiiling <'t)nse(|nenees ' immediatidy pi'e-siip|)os(‘.s or aniieipales all 
l!ie horrors of a bloftdy war against a ilefeiiceless \h oph*. 'I'lie moin>iM>lists 
would cry out; but 1 arilicipati* n(;t the loss of a .'‘ingh* man ; and we have* 
justice on our side. 

The (aiiiH'sc- are most anxious to tiade with us ; the. 'rarlar V^ceio^s 
cannot c!om])rehend il. [f the lMnj)(*ror ndusi s oin demand, n mind 
liimr he is only an inlriRlcr ; ainl lliat it wall l>e liis goinl policy to secure 
himself upon his throne by graliiymg the wishes *d‘ lil.^ pci^ple. 
Ucmind liifii that tin* British traded to all jioils of(diina Indnic Ids 
dynasty escaped frcjiii the wilds of Tartury ; and that ( veii one of‘ hi^ early 
furc(iilher>i, luU only ojn ned all his ports to ftnidgners, but invited llu ni to 
settle and sjiread civilization in his Empire. Idie (ddm:.>e all read, ami are 
eager for infornvition ; publish among them, and disseminate, far and wide, 
j^our intentions, — that is, all your intentions both tuw'ards the (hiva rnment and 
themselves. Disclaim evci v view' oi* c.-ompiest, or of holding partial |)o.s.s(''-.moii 
beyond a certain time; disturb not the passagi: of lluir vessels, oi the Iran- 
(piiHity of their towns ; oidy (h stroy- tlu’ir foils and batteiics along llu' coast, 
?uul OP the river sides, witlunit interfering with the pioj)lc. Such anmjyaiicar 
to Mic batteries, of coursig <mly" to ])e carried into effect in case the ol)ubi- 
raey of the Emperor. Three or four frigates and Inigs, with a few' sternly 
British troops, iu)t sepoys, would settle the thing in a s[)aee of time 
inconccivalily short. 

Slich an undertaking would bi^ w'orlliy tin* greatness and tin* pov\er of 
England, as well from its disinterestedness towards other nations as from tin! 
brilliant ceinsefpienees which must naturally ensue. I hojie by the u‘turn of 
theships, n©\v on the coast, to i>rovide your J.oidship with aulln iitie information 
vvliich shall bear me out in my pr(‘sent speculations, as some iin n may jiro- 
bably call 4hfcm;- but I fetd assured in my own mind, from no little einpiiry 
among all paFftif/S of people professing ofiposito ojiinions, as to tlie powaa of 

the Chinese, and from other sources and considerations, that the exploit is to 

• • • 
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be performed with <i facility unknown even in the capture of a paltry West 
India Island. If your Lordship should prefer making gradual proj)ositions 
by an cnihassy, 1 Avould rcconimend none of that ostentation practise^ 
'in tlic instances of Macartney and Amherst : leave all ])resents behind, 
all musiefans and idle amateur gentlemen, literary and scientific ; and go to 
work in a manner determined to carry what you mean. 'Phis is a vigorous 
measure which might possibly “alarm the prejudices” of the Celestial 
Empire, were 1 to make my ideas commonly know'n among the Hong. 
They arc now only throw'n together for more special consideration; and 
till I have your authority to j»roeccd upon more active principles’, your 
Lordship may rely Un my Ibrhearance towards a Government, which is 
too eontemptihle te, bo viewed in any other light than that' of pity or 
derision. 

What advantage, or what point did we ever gain by nogocialing or 
humbling ourselves before these people, or rather before their (lovernment ? 
'Phe records show nothing but subsequent bumiliation and disgrace. What 
advantage or what ])oint, again, have we ever lost, that w'as just and reason- 
able, by acting with prom|)titnrle and vigour? The records again assure 
us that such measures have been attended with comjdetc suece.-ss. IVo 
centuries have elapsed this very' year, I think, since the bold (’aptain 
Wadflell came from London, with tlirce or four merchant-ships to propose a 
trade. 'J'he Mandarins at first deceived him ; biU, on a better understanding of 
his case, lu: demanded an audience of the \'^iccroy. This was refused ; and 
the batteries oj)cned upon his ships. In this predicament, the gallant Waddell 
hauled as near the enemy as he could; beat down the w'alls about their 
ears ; landed and took the forts ; embarked the guns ; took their Admiral a 
])i‘isoncr ; sailed up to Canton ; renewed his application, and had an audience 
qf the Viceroy immediately. 

'Phis, 1 believe to he the first instance on record ; and from that time 
down to the defeat of Mr. limes, last year, success has always attended deter- 
mination. ]\Ir. Inncs’s is remarkable. He w'as insulted and wounded by 
the jieojile working at a Chop or Custom-House, in a manner gross and 
unjustifiable. He complained to the Hong merchants, and could get no 
redress. JIc then gave solemn intimation, that if 'the ottender was not in 
custody by such uii hour, to be brought in due course to trial, he w’ould 
burn the Choji-house about their cars. 'Phe llong merchants looked upon 
this as a mere threat, such as u.sod too often by the Company, and not 
performed. 'I’lie hour came ; the culprit continued at his work, when Mr. 
innes, having taken every precaution to prevent the extension of the flames, 
projected from his balcony a few blue lights, which very shortly made good 
his w ord. What was the consequeuee? Why, the Hong merchants and Man- 
darins assembled ; the culprit avus arrested and bambooed through the streets, 
with liis neck and head confined within a pig’s yoke. 

Your I^ordship will see by these extreme instances, that there has been 
no amelioration of disposition on the part of the autluirities for 200 years ; and 
that the same determination commands success. These eases are not to be 
lightly treated in the contemplation of future measures. Thu Tartars had just 
overrun the country at that time, and Avere a warlike people. Their 
descendants now, although continually reinforced or invigorated from the 
Steppes, are a Avrctchcd people, inconceivably degraded, unfit for. action or 
exertion. 

Last year, some hundreds, required to march against some rebels in the 
province, were found so enervated by every species of vice, that it was ithpos-' 
faible to uiovc them. The power of England, however, has continued to 
increase ; and the valour and discipline of her forces beyond what they were 
ever knoAvn to be before. I believe the very mention of an army, or a fleet 
of ships, to the Emperor, would bring him to his senses. Now, my Lord 1 am 
perfectly aware it may be said, that I rcconimevid such measures from early 
professional associations, and with the hope or view of participating in the spoil. 
Now, I declare that I am the most peaceable of men ; I havd no delight in 
war ; that I woAild neither make a prize, or divide a dofiar ; for 1 am 
convinced that a commanding attitude alone, with the poAV^ of following the 
threat with execution, is all that is required to extort a Treaty which shall 
, secure mutual advantages J;o China and to Europe. 



15 


y . • • . 

If the Gorerament is anxious to extend the trade with a high hand 
, (which I take to be the only way of doing it) it is an easy n^atter to feel thfe 
public opinion, through the medium of the press, by discussing ,the policy df 
t.such measures ; and you may be assured the country will bear ydu through. 
My present i)Osition is, in one point of view, a delicate one, because the trade 
{is put in jeopardy, on account of the diftcrence existing between the Viceroy 
and' myself. I am ordered by llis Majesty “ to go to Canton t and there 
report myself by letter to the Viceroy.” I use my best endeavours to do so ; 
hut the Viceroy is a presumptuous savage, and will not grant the same privi- 
leges to me that have been exercised constantly* by the Chiefs of the 
Committee, lie rakes up obsolete orders; or, perhaps, makes them on the 
occasion : but the fact is, the Chiefs formerly used every year to wait on the 
Viceroy, on their return from Macao ; and continued to do it until the Viceroy 
gave them an order to wait upon him, whereupon they gave the practice up. 
ilad I even degraded the King's Commission so far as to petition through 
the llong merchants for an interview, it is quite clear, by the tenour of the 
Jiklicts, that it would have been refused. Were he to send an armed force, and 
order n^.to the boat, I could then retreat with honour, and he would impli- 
cate himself ; but they are afraid to attempt such a measure. What then 
remains but the stoppage of the trade, or my retirement ? If the trade is 
stopped for any length of time, the consequences to the merchants’ are most 
serious, as they arc so also to*thc unoifending Chiuese. l)ut the Viceroy cares 
no more for commerce, or for the comfort and happiness of the peoi)le, as 
long as he receives his pay and plunder, than if he did nut Jive among them. 
My .situation is different ; I cannot hazard millions of property for any length 
of time, on the mere score of etiquette. If the trade shall be stopped, which 
is probable enough in the absence of the frigate, it is jwssible I may be 
obliged to retire to Macao, to let it loose again. Then has the Viceroy gained 
"his point ; 'and the Commission is degraded. 

Now, my Lord, I argue, that whether the Commission retires by force 
of arms, or by the injustice piactised on the mcrcliaiits, the Viceroy has 
committed an outrage on the British Crown, which should be equally 
chastised. The whole, system of Government here is that of subterfuge, and 
shifting the blanid from the shoulders of the one to the other. Act with 
firmness and spirit * and the Emperor will punish the Viceroy, — as the 
Mandarin did the wood-cutter for Mr. innes. 

. I have &c., 

(Signed). NAPIER. 


POSTSCRIPT, 


^ydear]^rd, August 17, 1834. 

'l HAVE this day h letter from the British merchauts acquainting me, 
that in consequence of my having declined to receive the Edicts of the 
CMncse Government, addressed through the Hong merchants, they, the said 
Hbng merchants, have put a stop to the shipping off cargoes on British 
account.” 

‘ N6 Government Edict has yet appeared to stop the trade. The present 
treasure tends to delay the shipment of cargoes, and falls more heavily on 
Ihedlon^ thah on the British. This they have done to try nw resolution. Now 
thbre are two things to be’ considered, — the honour of Hfis Majesty’s Com- 
'mission, and the \nterest of the merchants. I conceive my duty to be to 
'sitstain them both, but not one af the expense of the other. 

'' ’.'I* have also letter this da^ from Captain Blackwood of Ilis 
Majesty’s ship Imogene, £\pnonncing his arrival at Chuen-pcc, for the pur- 
' jJbse pf protecting the trade. The Andromache has returned with her, 
and >viU t^e letters to India. The arrival of the Imogene I may be 
envied to turn to good account. 1 have also intelligence of the expected 
arrival Shing-yinj a Mantchoo Tartar, and Chief Member of the 

’^nsorate Bojtrdfat Pekin. He comes with a Commission, to inquire into the 
‘ aiiairs' of the' province. 1 shall make an attempt on him as soon as he arrives; 
and hope to be able to arrahg^' matters', without* giving up a point of tbh 



16 


ground I stand upon. In revising ray letter, I find' I call the subject of dis-»* 
]wte, a point of etiquette. It is not altogether so ; for it is the consequents ^ 
oT huniiliatiop, and yielding a point which has been enjoyed by my predeces- 
sors, and the fact of not carrying His Majesty’s order into full execution, that 
1 look forward to it. It is a cruel and a criminal measure on the part of a 
petty tyrant to annoy the merchants, on the score of a dispute which does not 
immediately affect them. ^ . 

If after a fair trial of all justifiable means, I find the I'nerchanfs are likely 
to suffer, I must retire to Macao, rather than bring the cities of London, 
Liverpool, and Glasgow^ upon your Lordship’s shoulders j many of whose mer- 
chants care not one straw about the dignity of the Crown or the presence of 
a Superintendent. I shall not go, however, without publishing in Chinese, 
and disseminating far and wide, the.basc conduct of the Viceroy in oppressing 
the merchants, native as well as foreign; and of my having taken the step out 
of pure compassion to them. I can only once more implore your Lordship 
to mrce them to acknowledge my authority and the Kind’s Commission; and 
if you can do that, you will have, no difficulty in opening the ports at the 
same time. lam obliged to close this evening, as the ship has*. dropped 
down. The ManyUs will of course report every falsehood for the purpose 
of raising the price of tea. 1 think your Lordship may depend on my assurance 
of the prohibition being of but a very temporary duration, and not attended 
with any such consequences, 

1 have, &c., 

(Signed) NAPIER- 

The York, American ship, has delivered me, this day, Mr. Backhouse’s 
circular of the 29th March, on the subject of the dollars; and nothing more of 
an official nature. • 


Inclosure 1 in No. 7. 


•TTie Hony Merchants to Messrs, Jardioe, Dent, and FYamjee, 


A RESPECTFUL notification. By your honourable * nation there - has 
hitherto been established a Company, having a chief at Canton to superin- 
tend all the affairs of commerce. Thus there has been, for upwards of a hun- 
dred years, mutual tranquillity without disagreement. Now the Company 
has been dissolved, and your honourable oflficer has come to Canton,, and 
affairs now originate from him. Therefore, his Excellency the Governor, 
having examined the old regulations, has ordered us to enjoir^ them to be con- 
formed to. . . • . 

We went to your honourable officer several times, taking copies of four 
government orders, to enjoin and deliver them; but ho refused to receive them 
all. Thus the affair has continued half a month, and we ha^ve b^etr unable to 
return any report. Hereafter, the Governor, for our not iKingQble tO'Cnjt^n 
the orders, will inflict punishment which it will be impossible for us to eiis- 
tain ; therefore, we yesterday requested you gentlemen to come to the Consoo 
Hous^, to confer personally vvith us. .You did-not favour uswitb coming; buc» 
Mr. young Morrison brought your official letter, saying, that as we had not* 
given previous information of the busjness to be conferred on you were tin*^ 

. y ' . . - . ' 

- * - ■ -( -■( - ■ ‘ _ I. . I I >■ I . 

. ? 

w ‘ 

• « Honourable ’’ is in Chinese used for the possessiyc pronoun “yonr." The word “your " is 
here understood. In Chineses respect is shown by position of characters^ ^ wejl^as phTasewog)r. 
While* at every repetition* the Governop*S“nftnie hr rfi&viceds 6T **ypur honburable officer 

receives only the same mark of respect that the mention to a sick man* of ‘‘your honourable 
disease*’" &c.* would dp* 
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willing to come. ’ We now send you copies of the four several orders of his 
Excellency the Governor, expressed in the orders, of cherishing and showing 
tenderness. We, in a body, request you to reply to us. For this we 
earnestly hope. * 

Compliments, &c.. 

The names of eleven merchants subscribed. 

7th moon, 7th day. (August 11.) 


Inclosure 2 in No. 7. 

The Governor of ^ Canton to 'the Homj Merchants. 

July 21, 1834. 

LOO, Governor of Kwangtung and Kwangse, &c., to the Hong merchants, 
requirinj^hpir full acquaintance herewith. 

The tl ee (or Naval Officer) of the Heang>shan district, with others, ha.s 
reported, “ that an English war vessel, having on board a barbarian ‘ Eye ’ (one 
name fur individual) had, from the outer seas, sailed to Cabreta point offing, 
and there anchored. On exaifiination and inquiry, it was stated that he was 
to examine and have superintendence of the said nation’s merchant vessels 
coming to Canton to trade, &c. As duty requires, a report is made.” 

According to this, I have examined and find, that hitherto outside 
barbarians trading at Canton, have only had I'acpans (Chief Supracargoes; 
buying and selling goods : they have been permitted to reque.st permits, 
and then come to Canton. Hut, ordinarily, they have only had permission to 
TTjsule at Macao. The English have traded at Canton upwards of a hundred 
years. And, with regard to all the regulations, there has long been mutual 
'tranquillity. The .said Ilong merchants before reported that this year the 
English Company is dissolved. The barbarian Eye, whu has now come, i.s, of 
course, for the superintendence and examination of this business. Hut the 
barbarian Eye is not*comparablc witli the Taepans. If he wish to come to 
Canton, it will be necessary to make, first, a clear report, requesting the 
Imperial will on the subject. As to the commercial affairs, if there be 
•circumstances absolutely requiring the establishment of other regulations, a 
petition of request must also be sent, after inquiring and deliberation on the 
part of the Hong merchants, through them ; that a memorial may be 
prepared, and obedience called for. 

Uniting these circumstances, this order is issued. When the order is 
received by tluj said merchants, let them immediately go in person to Macao, 
and ascertain clearly from the barbarian Eye for what he has come to 
Canton province. Let them also inquire fully and minutely as to what other 
regulations require to be now established, since this year the .said nation’s 
Company has beci\ dissolved and ended. Then let them report in answer, to 
afford evidence on which to make a plain and full memorial fur directions as 
to what conduct is to be observed, and to what obedience required. 

And let them authoritatively enjoin the established laws of the celestial 
Empire, that, with exception of the Taepans and other barbarian merchants 
trading at Canton, none can be permitted to come to Canton without a repoit 
leaving* been made, and the mandate received. The said barbarian Eye, 
having to examine concerning, and superintend, the affairs of commerce, 
may reside at Macacu If he wish .to come to Canton, he must inform the 
said merchants, that they may previously petition me, the Governor ; and 1 
will, by post conveyance, send a memorial; and all must respectfully wait 
till the mandate of the GrefU Emperor ha.s been received, — then orders will 
be issued to require obedience. Oppose not ! A Special Order. 

Taoukwaqg, 14th year, 6th moon, 15th day. (July 21, 1834.) 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 7. 

The Governor of Canton to the Hong Merchants. 

July 27, 1834. 

LOO, Governor of Kwangtung and Kwangsc, &c., to the Hong 
merchants, requiring their full ac({uaiutance herewith. 

Tlic outside barbarians of the English nation have had a continued trade 
at Canton for a hundred and some tens of years. All affairs and things are 
conducted according to established regulations reported to the Emperor, which 
have long been obeyed and kept. Although the barbarians are beyond the 
bounds of civilization, yet, having come to Canton to trade, they should im- 
mediately give implicit obedience to the established laws of the celestial Em- 
pire ; then they may enjoy traiupiiUfty. New-come barbarians, not under- 
standing the dignity of the statutes, you, with the linguists, compradores. See., 
should instruct clearly and authoritatively in all things, to prevent them over- 
stepping or opposing. 

1 find on examination, that foreigners coming to Canton, have hitherto 
been permitted only to reside at Macao. When they have a tfairs_of buying 
or selling goods, &e., to conduet, they are then permitted TcT" request and 
receive from the Superintendent of the Canton Customs, a permit to come 
to Canton. Whatever utensilsf, vessels, &c., they earry with them, must every 
one pass examination at the Custom-house, ami a report of them must be 
made. The Superintendent of the Customs sends a communication on the 
subject to my office to be placed on record. 

On this occasion, tlui barbarian Eye [^ihat is, head man, principal man] 
Lord Napier, has <'oine to ('anton without having at all resided at Macao tt> 
wait for orders. Nor has he rccpiested or received a permit from the Super- 
intendent of Customs, but has hastily come up to Canton, — a great infringe- 
ment of the established laws! The Custom-house writers and others who» 
presumed to admit him to enter, arc sent with a communication requiring their 
trial; but in tender ennsidtuation for the .said barbarian Eye, being a new- 
comer and unacquainted with statutes and laws of the celestial Empire, I 
will not strictly investigate. 

But it is not expedient that the said barbarian Eye .skould long remain at 
Canton provincial city ; it must be required, that when the commercial 
busine.ss, regarding which he has to iiujuire and hold jurisdiction, is finished, 
he immediately return to Macao. And hereafler, without having requested 
and obtained a permit, he cannot be ])erinittcd to come to Canton. 

As to the object of the .said barbarian Eye’s coming to Canton, it is for 
commercial business. The celestial Empire appoints officers, — civil ones to 
rule the ])eople, military ones to intimidate the wicked. The petty affairs of 
commerce are to be directed by the merchants themselves.. The officers 
have nothing to hear on the subject. In the trade of the said barbarians, if 
there arc any changes to be made in regulations, Ac., in all cases the said 
merchants are to considt together, and make a joint statement to the Super- 
intendent of Customs, and to my office. Whether [the proposals] shall be 
allowed, or disallowed, must be learned by waiting for a reply publicly. 

If any affair be to be newly commenced, it is requisite to wait till a 
respectful memorial be made, clearly reporting to the Great Emperor, and his 
mandate received. Then it may be commenced ; and orders may be issued 
requiring obedience. 

The great ministers of the Celestial Empire arc not permitted to^ have 
private intercourse by letter with outside barbarians. If the said barbarian 
Eye throws in private letters, I, the Governor, will not,at all receive or look 
at them. 

With regard to the barbarian factory of the Company, without ?the walls 
of the city, it is a place of temporary resider^ce for barbarians coming to 
(’anton to trade. They are permitted only to eat, sleep, buy, a«.d sell, in the 
•factories. They are not permitted to bring up wives and daughters; nor are 
they j)ermittcd to go out to ramble about. All these are points decided by 
fixed and certain laws and statutes;, which wiy not bear t® r^e confusedly 
transgressed. v 

To sum up, the nation has its laws, — it is so every where. Even England 
has its laws, — how much more the celestialEmpire! Under this whole bright 
heaven, none dares to disobey them. Under its shelter qre the four seas; 
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subject to its soothing care, are the ten thousand kingdoms. The said 
, barbarian Eye having come over a sea of several myriads of. miles in extent, 
to examine and have superintendence of atfairs, must be a map thoroughly 
acquainted with the principles of high dignity. And in his personlie sustains 
the duties of an officer, an “ Eye.’* lie must necessarily in every affair act 
in accordance with reason. Then only can he controul and restrain the 
barbarian merchants. 

•I, the Governor, looking up, will embody the extreme wish of the Great 
Emperor, to cherish with tenderness the men from a distance. And, as- 
suredly, I will not treat slightingly the outside barbarians. But the national 
laws are extremely strict and close drawn ; we dare not in the least trans- 
gress. Let the said barbarian Eye be very careful not to listen to the artful 
instigations of evil men, enticing him, until he fails of the object of the said 
nation’ll King in sending him so far. 

Uniting all, I issue this order to be enjoined ; when the order reaches the 
said merchants, let them immediately act in obedience to it, and enjoin the 
order on the said barbarian Eye, that he may know it thoroughly. Oppose it 
not. <u * 

The said merchants have had intercourse with the barbarians for many 
years. Their knowledge of their language and feelings must be good. The 
linguists and compradores are more closely allied to the barbarians. If 
they truly explain clearly, of)ening and guiding the understanding, the said 
barbarian Eye assuredly cannot but obey. 

If there should be disobedience and opposition, it must be owing to the 
bad management of the said merchants, and to the instigations of the linguists. 
Assuredly, the said merchants shall be reported against, that they may be 
punished ; and on the linguists the laws shall instantly be put in full force,* 

Their respectability, their lives are concerned. Tremble fearfully hereat. 
Make not repentance [necessary]. These are the orders. 

Taoukwang, 14th year, 6th moon, 21st day. (July 27, 1834.) 


Inclosure 4 in No. 7. 

The Governor of Canton to the Hong Merchants. 


July 30, 1834. 

LOO, Governor of Kwangtung and Kwangse, &c., issues this order 
to the Hong merchants, requiring their full acquaintance with it. 

, It appears that the outside barbarians of the English nation, trading at 
Canton, have hitherto only had permission for Taepans, &c., at the period of 
buying and selling goods, to request and obtain a red permit, to come in, or 
go out [of port.] • In all things they have had rules and regulations fixed by 
n>emorial to the Emperor. They have never had such an att'air as a barbarian 
Eye coming to Canton. 

It wjjis before authenticated, that the lice (or naval officer) of the lleang- 
shan district, reported that an English cruizer Chads, bringing a barbarian 
Eye, Ijord Napier, one name (or individual) had, from the outer seas, sailed 
in ; and that on inquiry it was found he had come to Canton to examine 
concerning, and superintend, the affairs of commerce. 

I, the Governor, having examined, find that a barbarian Eye is not 
comparable [compatible] with the barbarian merchants. The business being 
one to t)e newly commenced, without a report being made, and a mandate 
received, .he cannot have permission to presume to come, of his own accord, to 
Canton. 

1 issued 'orders to the Hong merchants to go to Macao, and enjoin orders 
requiring him (o reside at Macao. If be desired to come to Canton, he was 
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required to inform the said merchants, tlmt they might petition me, the 
Governor; and. respectfully wait until, having reported, I should receive an^ 
Imperial mandate; then further orders might be issued to- command 
obedience*. 

Therefore, the said merchants not having yet reached Macao, the said 
barbarian Eye set out and came to Canton. Neither having, in the first place, 
made a plain petition, nor having, in the next instance, obediently obtained a 
permit,'he with precipitate haste came in a sailing boat to Canton. It is 
indeed a great infringement of the laws. Considering that the said barbarian 
Eye has but newly arrived, and is unacquainted with the dignity of the statutes 
»)f the Celestial Empire, he is absolved from strict investigatidn. . 

.The said merchants have been^ again commanded to enjoin commands, 
and to investigate. But for what pprpose.s the said barbarian Eye has come to 
Canton, and why he did not apply for a permit, it does not yet appear that the 
said merchants have obtained a»jy clear information or made any report. 

On examination, 1 find that in all that relates to the outside barbarians 
coming to Canton to trade, the ^long merchants are in every respect held 
responsible for keeping up strict investigation, controuling^|]gdjyggjkraining. 
The said Hong merchants [those sent to Macao] have filled the situation of 
seniors over the merchants for many years ; how is it that they understand 
not the fixed laws? but, after repeated orders, indulge their own dispositions, 
deferring and delaying ! What is it that occupies their minds? It is ex- 
tremely inexplicable ! It would bo right to take, the circumstances of the 
said merchants’ negligent connivance at the conduct of outside barbarians, 
and at once report against them (to the Emperor). In indulgence, I once 
more command urgent haste. When this order reaches the said merchants, 
let them immediately act in obedience to it, and enjoin, in an explanatory 
manner, the previous orders. Let them inquire fully for what purpose the 
said barbarian Eye has come to Canton, and why he, without obtaining A 
permit, precipitately came up? and let him immediately report in answer. 
Let them, at the same time, command the said barbarian Eye immediately to 
set sail and leave the port, lie must not stop in the foreign factories- outside 
the city, loitering about. If he have affairs requiring his immediate superin- 
teqdence, let him temporarily reside at Macao, -n'aiting till a prepared report 
has been made, requesting to know the Imperial will, tiiat it maybe obeyed. 
Should be dare resist or oppose, it will be all owing to the indulgence and 
connivance of the said merchants. The aflair concerns national dignity. 1, 
the Governor, will be able only to report against the said merchants, that 
they may be brought to trial. Say not that -.you were not forewarned. 
Tremble hercat ! A Special Order. 

Taoukw'ang, 14th year, 6th moon, 24tb day. (July 30, 1834.) . 


Inclosure 5 in No. 7. 

The Governor of Canton to the Hong Merchants, 

July,Z\, 1834>; 

LOO, Governor of Kwangtung and Kwangse &c., to the Hong merchaoits, 
requiring their full acquaintance herewith. • 

On the 19th of the 6th moon, in the Hth year of Taoukwaog(Jdly 25th), 
1 received the following communication from Chung, Superintendent of the 
Canton maritime Customs. 

** The domestics at the Custom-house station behirfd the factories [on the 
river side, .in front] have reported as follows : — • 

“ * In examining, we perceived, during the night of the 18th t)f the present 
moon, about midnight, the arrival of a barbarian ship’s boat at Canton, bringing 
four English devils, who went into the barbarian factories to reside. After 
having searched and examined, wc could find no> permit of paS^ And having 
heard, by report, that there is at present a ship of war IJf 'the said nation 
anchored in the outer segs ; but nut having been able to learn for what pur- 
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pose, we think that such a coijiinfr ns this is manirestly a clandestine stealing' 
into Canton. Whether or not the Hung merchants and linguists are in any ' 
way consorting with them, wc must, making our report, request you as our* 
duty requires, to examine. 7’his is a list of tlic four barbarianV names. 
Lord Napier, who, we hear, is a war commander, Davis, Morrison, 
Robinson.’ 

“ I, the Hoppo, having received this, have examined and find,* that when 
barbarian merchants who come to Canton province, have to come up to Can- 
ton and go down to Macao, the regulations require that the Hong merchants* 
should make a petition, requesting for them a permit, and that I, the Hoppo, 
should then.furwhrd a communication to your honourable officers, and also 
send information to the Kwang Chow Heg [city commandant] or the Macao 
Assistant Magustrate of the department, that they may send a military escort. 
'I'his has* long been the mode of conducting the allair, which has been obeyed 
and practised, as is on record. 

“ Before this, the Wei-ynens [deputed officers] of the Macao (custom- 
house reported, that an l^nglisli ernizer Chads had anchored at Cabreta 
offing; ajyl thnt^ou board the vessel there was a barbarian Eye, one name, 
come to examine concerning, and have superintendence of, the mercantile 
atf'airs of the said nation's merchant ships trading to Canton. I, at that 
time, sent a communication to your honourable office for examination. 1 also 
gave orders to the Hong merclftntstobe replied to after examination. But the 
Hong merchants, without having, in the first instance, reported the English • 
cruizer and barbarian Eye's arrival at Canton, and without having, in the 
second place, when orders. had been given them to examine, made any report 
of having examined, have at least permitted the barliarian Eye, from the 
English cruizer vessel, to conic clandestinclj' to ('I-Aiiton. How can thc^' 
precautions against foreigners he thus considered forcible, and the dignity of 
ttic Imperial servants he made awful and impressive ? Although the barba- 
rian Eye be unacquainted Avith the laws of the celestial Empire, how can the 
'Hong merchants have the excuse of ignorance, that they should audaciously 
dare, without having asked and obtained a permit, to sufter him to come to 
(Jauton ? Truly, there iij no respect of the laws before their eyes ! 

“ Besides again’issuing a strict order to the Hong morclrants to examine 
and reply, I also forwafd this communication, that having examined, you may 
with severity cemmand the Hong merchants to examine and act.” 

• This coming before me, the Governor, 1, on the receipt of it have 
examined, and find, that with regard to the English barbarian Eye coming to 
Canton, I, tlie (iovernor, have already issued repeated orders to the said 
merchants, to be by them enjoined authoritatively, as is on record. 

Having received the communication as above, 1 unite the circumstances, 
and again issue this order. When the order reaches the said merchants, let 
them immediately obey ; and in accordance with the tenor of the several pre- 
vious orders,* ascertain clearly for what the said barbarian Ej'c has come to 
•Canton? and why, in disobedience to the regulations, he has not requested a 
red permit? Let lliem instantly, the same day, report in answer. At the 
same time, let them order and compel him immediately with speed to return 
to Macao and reside there ; waiting till I, the Governor, have made a prepared 
report, to request the Imperial will to be made known, that it may be obeyed. 
He must nbt linger about at (Canton. Should there be any opposition, the 
said.inercbants will be held solely re>spousible. Tremble hereat, inteoiSely 
tremble! These are the orders. 

’Tftoukwang, .14th year, Gth moon, 25th day, (July 31, 1834.) 
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No. 8. 

Tj)rd Napier to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received January 31, 1835.) 

My dear I.ord, Canton, August 21*, 1834. 

THK postscript to my last brings matters up to the 17th; and the 
Mangles not having kept her time, I give you the reinahider.to the date 
hereof, when I am assured she will be dispatclied. 

On the 18th, intelligence arrij^ed of the Imogene and Andromache having 
anchored at Chuen-pce ; and in the afternoon, the Hong merchants came 
in a body to inquire the reason ; and when they would depart ? 1 

replied, that was a secirct which I would divulge to no man but to the Vice- 
roy ; and if his Excellency would send a great military otlicer, and conduct 
me t(» his presence, 1 would wave the ceremony of sendin g’' the letter, and 
then 1 would communicate my whole business in person. iiis^^ppeared to 
give great satisfaction, and they departed accordingly. Next day, liowqua 
and Mowqua returned, .stating, that the Viceroy could have no communica- 
tion with me; and repeated his Excellcncyt's orders that I should depart; 
arguing that, were he in England he would be obliged to conform to the 
laws of England, and 1 ought to do the same here. On the principle of 
reciprocity 1 heartily concurred ; that were he in England he would be 
received and treated as a gentleman : and I required no more here. 

Another Edict, copy of which is herein inclosed, has come out through the 
* Hong, in which the Viceroy threatens, that if 1 do not obey, “ the trade shall 
immediately be stopped, and the commerce eternally cut oftV’ No olficral 
Edict from the Governor himself has appeared, as on lormer occasions of the 
like. He threatens ; and the Hong merchants enforce, as they say, according 
to his verbal order. He is in a dilemma, and afraid to commit himself by 
proclamation ; and, therefore, throws it on the Hong, who will, perhaps, be 
punished for it, after all, by a heavy fine. % 

1 have requested Captain Blackwood to detain the Andromache, in tlxs 
meantime ; on account of the monsoons it will be just the .same to her in her 
passage to Madras, whether .she sails to-day or on the 1st of October. 

I have written to Lord Grey on the subject of an armament from India, 
and requesting advice overland as soon as possible. 

1 have, &c., 

(Signed'! NAPIER. 


Inclosure i in No. 8. 

The ITong Merchants to the British Merchants. 

A respectful notification. 

WE have just now received an official reply from his Exceliqpdy the 
Governor, which we are commanded to enjoin, and make known to you. We 
now copy out the official order and .send it for your uerusal ; praying you, 
gentlemen, to examine minutely. YouVill then know that his Excellency 
the Governor’s extreme desire to cherish those from, remote part^ is great, 
beyond the jK)wer of increase. 

We pray you to return an answer. This is the task we, impose. For 
this we write, and with compliments. * 

7th moon, 14th day. (August 18.) • 

[Subscribed by Howqua and the ten other mercUq^ts.j 
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‘ Inclosurc 2 in No. 8. 

The Governor of Canton to the Homj Merchants. 

LOO, Governor of Kwangtuug and Kwangsc, &c., in reply to the Hong 
merchants. 

On examination I find, that the trade from tlic English nation to Canton 
has been carried on for a hundred and some tens of years. In this long period 
all regulations have from time to time been reported and established. Whether 
the said barbarian Eye, Lord Napier, be an oHiccr or a merchant, there are no 
means of ascertaining. But having come for affairs of commerce to the 
celestial. Empire, it is incumbent on hin^ to obey, and keep the laws and 
statutes. It is an old saying, “ When you enter the frontiers inquire 
respecting the prohibitions. When you enter a country inquire into its 
customs.” 

The said barbarian Eye, having been sent by the said nation's King from a 
great di^ftoiee, is, undoul)tcdly, a man who understands things; but his 
having precipitately come to the provincial city, without having made a full 
report of the circumstances and causes of comiiig here, was indeed a want 
of decorum. I, the Govcrnoii considering that it was his first entrance into 
the inner dominions, and that he was yet unacciuaintcd with the established 
laws, commanded the said merchants at that time to enjoin orders on Jiicn, 
and to cmjuirc and ascertain for what he had come to the j)rovincial city ? 
That if it were, that, on account of tlic C’ompany’.s dissolution, it had become 
necessary to establisli other regulations, he should immediately inform the 
said merchants, that they might make a report to me, to afford me data for 
sending a memorial by the (.lovernment post. And that the said barbarian Eye 
should, meanwhile, return to Macao, to await the will and mandate of the 
• Great Emperor being received and publishc.'d, to command obedienee. Thus 
the business would be altogether managed in perfect accordance with dignified 
decorum, rendering change needless. * 

To rel’er to Englancf, — should an official ])crsonage. from a foreign country 
proceed to the said nati(m, fur the arrangmnent of any business, how could he 
neglect to have the object of his coming announced, in a memorial to the said 
■ nation’s King ? or hoNv could he act contrary to the requirements of the said 
nation's dignity, doing his own will and pleasure ? 

Since the said barbarian Eye states that he is an oflicial personage, he 
ought the more to be thoroughly acquainted with these prinei])les. 

Before, when he offered a letter, I, the Governor, saw it inexpedient to 
recc'ive it ; because the established laws of the celestial I'.mjjire do not per- 
mit Ministers, and those under authority, to have private intercourse by letter 
with outsidg barbarians,, but have hitherto, in commercial affairs, held the 
.merchflnts responsible ; 'and if by chance any barbarian merchant should have 
any petition to make, requesting investigation of any affair [the /««>• required \ 
that, by the sairf Taepans | Chief t^iiqjrararijors} a duly prepared ])etition 
should be in form presented, and an answer by proclamation awaited. There 
has never been such a thing as outside barbarians sending in a letter. I at 
that time commanded the Kwang-Chow-Hee to give minute verbal orders on 
this subject. 

• ^gain, 1 have examined, in order, the points of regulations established by 
feport [to the Emperor], and have thrice issued orders, which the said 
merchants were required to make themselves acquainted with, and to 
enjoin. 

Th^ several subjepts discussed in their several orders, arc the long esta- 
blished regulations, well known to all barbarian merchants of every nation 
who have business at Canfon. The ffamingly luminous ordinances and 
statutes, thus commencing, 1 was treating, not slightingly, the outside, 
barbarians. Obey, and remain ! Disobey, and depart ! There are no ways. 

Now [the ^merchants] have reported, that on going to the factory to 
inquire and asccrtjiin facts, fhe said barbarian Eye desired to have official 
correspondencef to and fro, with all the public officers ; and would not obey 
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the orders. On examination. 1 find that the English nation and the officers 
of the celestial Empire have hitherto had no intercourse of officifil corre- 
•sporidcncc. The barbarians of the said nation coming to, or leaving Cantmi, 

' have, beyond their trade, not any public business ; and the comnpssidned 
officers ofi the celestial Empire never took cognizance of the trivial affairs of • 
trade. 

From the time Canton has admitted outside barbarians to its open mar- 
ket, all affairs relating to commerce, and the controul over the barbarian mer- 
chants,* have been placed under the entire cognizance and responsibility of 
.the said Hong merchants ; never has there been such a thing as official corres- 
pondence to and fro' with a barbarian Eye. 

And of these trading at Canton, there is not only the English nation, — nor 
have the English barbarian merchants been at Canton only one or two years ; 
yet all have been tranquil and quiqll, obeying the laws. There has been no 
occasion for officers to examine into, and manage business: on the contrary, 
they^ would but embarrass and impede the merchants. This request, to have 
official correspondence to and fro, is not only contrary to dignity and decorum, 
but also would prove very inexpedient for the barbarian merchants of all the 
nations : the thing is most decidedly impossible. ^ ^ 

The said merchants, because the said barbarian Eye will dot ^'cihere to the 
old regulations, have requested that a sto]) should be put to the said liatibn’s 
comnierce. This manifests U profound knowledge of the great principles of 
dignity. It .is most highly praiseworthy. The' circumstance of the said bar- 
barian Eye, Lord Napier's perverse opposition necessarily demands such a mode 
of procedure. It would he most right immediately to put a sto)) to buying 
and selling. But, considering that the said nation's King has hitherto been, in 
the highest degree, reverentially submissive, he cannot, in sending Lord 
Napier here at this time have desired him thus obstinately to resist. 

* The some hundreds of thousands of commercial duties, yearly coming 
from the said country, concern not the Celestial Empire to the extent of n 
hair, or a feather’s down. The possession or absence of them is utterly 
unworthy of one careful thought. Their broadcloths and camlets arc still . more 
unimportant, and of no regard. But the tea, the rhubarb, the raw silk, of the 
inner dominions are the sources by which the said, nation’s people live, and 
maintain life. For the fault of one man. Lord NapieV, must the livelihood of 
the whole nation be precipitately cut off? » 

I, the Governor, looking uj) and embodying the great Emperor’s most 
stmred, most divine wish, to muse and tenderly cherish, us one, all that arc* 
within and without, feel that I cannot bring my mind to bear it. Besides, 
all the merchants of the said nation dare dangers, crossing the seas myriads 
of miles, to come from far here ; their hopes rest wholly on the attainment 
of gain', by buying and selling. "When, the other day, being summoned by 
the said merchants to a meeting for consultation, they did not attend, it Avas 
because they were under the direction of Lord Na})ier. It assuredly did not 
proceed from the several merchants’ own free will. Should, iti ©ne inornmg, 
the trade be wholly cut off, it would cause great distress to many persons who,- 
haying travelled hither by laud and sea, would by one maq. Lord Napier, be 
ruined; they cannot in such a case, but be utterly depressed with grief. In 
commiseration, I again give temporary indulgence and delay. Let the 5aid 
merchants again immediately enjoin, particularly and minutely, the orders 
regarding the said barbarian Eye, with unruffled mind to consider tlirice. He 
should know that the said nation trades here, and annually amasses great gain, 
entirely in consequence of this sacred dynasty’s extreme wish to oherish 
tenderly those from afar. it in no way regards the trade as an advantage : 
and cannot be hampered or constrained by any consideration for it. If the old 
established regulations be not in accordance with reason, how could all the 
barbarian merchants yield to them the willing submission of their hoarts, and 
obediently keep them. Since the said barbayan Eye occupies an official 
situation, all merchants of the said nation, when they do not Jkeep the laws, 

. will require to be controuled and constrained by him. But jf he talk not 
reason, how can he gain submission of the multitude ? 

I, the Governor, have for some tens of year^, extended my^are over those 
within and those without ; and have never treated a man cant^y to propriety. 

^ How ean I be willing to treat tyrannically the reqttests of men from far ?• Bkt 
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concerns the nation’s dignity will not admit of being transgress^ or 
pitssed over. , 

I hear that the said barbarian is a man of a solid and expansive mind, and 
placid speech. If he consider, he can himself, doubtless, distinguish right and 
wronff. 

Let him, on no account, allow himself to be deluded by men ap>und him. 

If he can repent and arouse, obey the previous orders, and act according to 
them, let him answer through the said merchants ; and the trade shall continue 
as formerly. If he still maintain his obstinacy, and do not arouse, then it will 
appear that the #aid barbarian Eye does not wish the said nation to have the 
liberty of ‘the market. The trade shall immediately be stopped, and the 
commerce eternally cut off. \ 

Hereafter, when the said nation’s Kihg hears, respecting these repeated 
o^ers and official replies, he will know that the whole wrong lies on the barba- 
rian Eye : it <3 ho way owing to any want on the part of the celestial Empire of 
extreme^ consideration for the virtue of reverential submission, exercised by the 
said natio n’s K ing. Let the said merchants 'take also this reply; and having 
enjoinet^fflBiI.sritativcly on the private merchants of the said nation, and the 
b^barian niercbants of every nation, that they may make themselves acquainted 
with it. let it be folded up and preserved. 

Taoukwang, 14th year, 7|h moon, 1 4th day. (August 18, 1834.) 


No. 9. 

J. F. Davis, Esq., Second Superintendent, to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received 

February I, 1835.) 


(Extract.) Canton, August 7, 1834. 

THE affected indifference of the native Government to the proceedings of 
foreigners, seems to>have forbidden their making any public demonstrations of 
curiosity, previous to ’Lord Napier’s arrival ; but, as early as April last, their 
anxiety on tha subject led to an indirect verbal application, through the Hong 
merchants, to myself, as the Company’s chief, for some report of the intentions 
of our Government’. I, of course, did not feel in any w'ay authorized without 
instructions to enter on a subject on which 1 was still in a great degree unin- 
formed ; and. as the application was unofficial, 1 evaded making any reply to 
it. Thus things remained until Lord Napier’s arrival, when some degree of 
feverishness was displayed by the dispatch of the two senior merchants to 
Macao, for the purpose of endeavouring to persuade our remaining there until 
a 'reply should arrive from Peking. They did not reach Macao, however, 
until the day after our departure for this place. They hurried back to Canton ; 
and, waiting on l^ord Napier, offered to read to him an order from the Viceroy 
addressed to them, which they were to enjoin or enforce on the Superintendents. 

* Lord Napier seems to be clear as to his instructions allowing him to 
decline any but a direct communication with the officers of Government : and 
in the policy of this course, 1 have no hesitation whatever in concurring ; 
for to be governed by the Hong merchants, a system which has always 
been* highly detrimental to our true interests, w’ould now be infinitely worse 
than under the reign of the Company, — whose transactions, amounting to 
some millions per annum, did of course give them great influence over those 
merchants. There even existed, perhaps, some community of interests, as 
the general welfare and growth of their trade was, to a certain extent, a reci- 
procal benefit. This species, of influence is out of the question with us; who, 
unless we cgn have direct access to the Government officers, can do nothing 
whatever. 

Lord Napier’s letter of announcement was rejected on the most frivolous 
or inadmissi\))» pretexts: an^ matters remain where they were on our arrival 
helre on the 25^ ultimo, — the merchants having been told that they are only 
I^ttert-oamers,: and that orders from them cannot be received by Lord Napier, ^ 
or the Superintendents. * ' * 

• • * . B 
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' Oar first advances having been 'So uilceremohiodsly rejected^ I really^ 
at present' see any better plan than remaining perfectly quiet, ai^ some * 
dpen comi^unication must be ht least as convenient . to the Chinese oi . to 
ourselves. In the mean While the trade goes on ; and our cohtroul oy^ ^ 
countrymen continues to be exercised. 


Attract from MS- Notes, 

In 1 747, “ the Hong merchants used every endeavour to prevent the access 
of strangers to offices of Government, finding they could exerdse their imposi- 
tions Oft both with greater success and impunity.” The same records observe, 
that ” ever since they carried their ^int of preventing all intercourse between 
the Europeans and Mandarins, they nave imposed upon both in their tiunSj and 
put the trade of this place upon such a footing as, without redress, will reader it 
impracticable to Europeans.” , . , 


No. 10. 

4 

Duke of WelUrigton to Lord Napier. 

My Lord, Foreign Officct February 2, 1835. 

YOUR despatch of the 9th of August, and your letters marked “private,” 
addressed to Lord Palmerston, to the 2 1st of August, were received at this 
office on Saturday the 31st ultimo. 

I learn that a vessel will sail for Canton from the River Thames this 
afternoon ; and I avail myself of that opportunity earnestly to recommend to 

J our Lordship’s attention, the instructions of Lord Palmerston of the 25th 
anuary, 1&34; and most particularly the 18th and 19th Articles of the 
general Instructions which you have received under the Royal Sign Manual. 

It is not by force and violence that His Majesty infends to est'itblish a 
commercial intercourse between his subjects and China; but by the other 
conciliatory measures so strongly inculcated in all the instAictiofts which 
you have received. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) ' WELLINGTON. 


No. 11. 

Lord Napier to Eart Orey.— -(Communicated to the Foreign OJ^ce, by Lord Grey, 

February 7, 1835.) 

My dear Lord, Canton, August 21, 1834 

THE ship Manyles, which bears my first despatch, not having sailed At 
the appointed time, I have brought up my intelligence: in a leti|jpi*‘td' 
Lord Palmerston to the latest' hour; and in that letter I have end'eayquVed''^ 
to suggest for the consideration of His Majesty’s' Ministers, the line of poHcy 
which L recommend to be adopted towards' the Chinese Government ; yin ^ 
order to. extort from them a Treaty which 'shall enoibrace the puji'lic aiid^. 
private interests of all civilized nations who may be Induced to trade 
that people. There are two propositions to be ednsidered, vvhicK’are/ in'deed, 
perfect axioms. 1st. That the Chinese people ard most 'anxious for our . 
trade — ^from the Great Wall to the southern extremity of tho^mpire,— th,e ’ 
Tartar Government alone being anti-COrhmercial : apd t^e.' l^d i$^^ that fhp 
Tartar Government, being in the extreme de^ee^of ^e^tal ijfel:^ecin|^^ 
moral degradation, dreaming themselves to be! the ‘ Only ,pdome on. th’e v" 
* being entirely ignorant of the thcxny aiid.prhOtice of iuthrnaboiiaT 
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Government is not in a position to be dealt with or treated by civiliwd 
nations, according to the same rules as are acknowledged .a^jd practised 
among themselves. Your Lord.ship will also bear in mind, that the trade 
of European nations was not limited under the last dyna.sty as it is at 
prc.sent ; neither was it the policy of the tirst and greatest of all the Tartar 
race, to exclude the commerce from the empire in the manner it has suffered 
during and since the reign of Kicu-ljuug. The Emperor Kang-ghi encou- 
raged trade with other nations, aiul invited the learned of all Euroj)e to settle 
in his dominions. It was not till 178(i, I think, that Kicn-Lung confined 
us to the. porf of Canton : and since wliich time, the trade being merely a 
rpiestion between a company of merdiants in r.on(lnn, and the Chinese 
Government, the tw’o ])arties have cwitinucd to play into each other’s 
hands,* to their mutual advantage, without any reference to the convenience, 
comfort, or advantage of the people. Had the monopoly never existed, is it 
possible to conceive that the British commerce would ever have been con- 
fined ' •) the port of C.anton ? The bare ideiv of .such a predicament is absurd. 
The lestrict^op^of the trade to one 2 )oint was conformable to the interests of 
raono[)oiy ; anil ^hc arrogance and senility of the Government have been 
matured and u])held by the concessions of the (’om])any on every ea.se of 
aggression; teaching the Tartars to believe that England depended upon 
them for food and raiment, *and that the Emperor was the only Alonareh 
of the universe. A common examination of the jirevious documents 1 have 
sent home, e.specially the latter one, confirms everything 1 have advanced. 
The question then is, when the merchants here are opeii mouthed for 
extended trade, (a similar feeling 1 jiresumc existing among their constituents 
at liomc) is this the most favourable time or not to carry such a plan into 
execution ‘s’ 

‘ Your Lordship will see, that, in obedience to His Majesty’s instructions, 
“ having taken up my residence at Canton, and endeavoured to report 
myself by letter to the Viceroy,” this overweening Authority is debarred by' 
the dignity of the laws, from communicating with *an outside barbarian ; 
threatens that “ the trade shall immediately be stopped, and the commerce 
eternally cut off, if* I don’t go forth the provincial city and then he in- 
sults His Most Gracious Majesty and the whole country, by boasting of the 
“ extreme consideration evinced by the celestial Empire tor the virtue of 
reverential .submission exercised by the said mition’s King.” The \’iceroy has 
not only threatened, but actually stopped the export trade. The merchants arc 
of opinion that it cannot last. I am rather inclined to think he will for a time 
attempt to carry it further ; and all this for the purpose of ingratiating himself 
with a man of high rank who is daily expected for the purpose of inquiring into 
the state of the province. Be that a.s it may, it is my first duty to endtavour, 
bvall means, to cause them to come to a settlement wdth our merchants ; and to 
indkc tlrem tship off the ’.goods already paid for. That being done, it depends 
upon the Viceroy to carry on the trade openly^ a.s heretofore. If he does not 
agree to that, the smugglers w'ill do it for him. If the worst comes to the 
worst, I can only retire to Alacao ; but the consequence will be disgraceful. 
If your Lordship, on tbc receipt of this, would ilcspatch a messenger to 
Calcutta overland, order a British force wdth some small craft to act along the 
coast, wc should soon bring matters to a close. In the mean time I will en- 
deavour to unite the merchants on the plea of being quiet till I can hear from 
your Itordship, whether I am to submit to every Edict, or whether His Majesty’s 
Government will assert our ancient rights of commerce, and enforce the same 
respect to our country as is received from other States. The greater j)art of the 
trade is already carried on by smuggling ; and I think that which remains, and 
cannot also be smuggled, may be allow’cd to rest without any loss or hardship, 
till your Lordship can instruct me overland. 

A messenger to Calcutta can communicate there with the Governor 
General, and ,proceed to this place in one of the clippers, or fast-sailing 
traders, during any season of the monsoon. His arrival there in May, will 
allow abundance *of time to prepare a little armament to enter the China seas 
with the first of tihe*6.W. monsoon ; which, on arriving, should take possession 
of the island of Hong Kong, in the eastern entrance of the Canton river, which 

E2 
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is admiiiibly adapted for every purpose. Considewng that, in 1831, the then 
Viceroy issued a proclamation statin", “ that in case of the dissolution of 
the Company, it was incumbent upon us to appoint a chief for the general 
management, as heretofore;’' and considering that they have refused me every 
privilege formerly enjoyed by the chiefs of the Faetory, — of personal com- 
munication and correspondence, I feel satisfied that your Lordship will see 
the urgent* necessity of ncgociating with such a Government, having in your 
hands ai the same time Ilia means of compulsion : to negotiate with them 
otherwise, would be an idle waste of time. 

Now, if your Lordship shall send me a messenger in fj^vance of an 
armament, I would recommend that I should l)e instructed to give immediate 
notice at Peking, and all along the co^st, of the demand about to be made; so 
that no sudden appearance ol’ force may intimidate the pimple ; but that they 
may look to the arrival of such a force, as the happy means of their eman- 
cipation from a most arbitrary system of oppression, ll will also give the 
Government time to reflect and “tremble” at the consequences of refusal. 
It may be said that such notice will aft’ord them the means of preparation. 
Granted ; it will be nothing. You read of a standing army of a\)ft»Mfci*1100,000 
of men to defend the empire ; it is an absurdity ; they could only muster a 
lew hundred wretched creatures last year at this city, to .send against a rebel- 
lion ; and one half of them were utterly incapable of taking the field. 
Governor Lc and his troops were defeated ; and he was of course siqierseded 
by the present man Loo, who jiaid an enormous bribe to the rebels, and thus 
restored order. What can an army of bows, and arrows, and pikes, and shields 
do against a handful of ilritish veterans? 1 am sure they would never for a 
moment dare to show a front. 'I’hc batteries at the Bogue arc contemptible ; 
and not a man to be seen within them. 'Phey have, no doid^t, a long muster- 
roll of military; but the (lovcrnor draws (he j)ay : and if In; wants a force 
within the batteries, the plan is to drive in the peasantry from the country 
around. 'Phcrc is not the .slightest fellow.ship between the (.'hine.se and the 
Tartars. Tlie Hong merchants here ii\ a body, a few days ago, on being 
asked, .said they were *nll Chine.se and did not like the Tartars; but they 
could not help themselves. 1 am .sure the British merchants will submit to 
a temporary inconvenience fora po.sitive benefit; and Twill, in the •mean 
time, endeavour to carry on according to the principles already recommended 
by your Lordship, which are certainly most fitting when onc*ha(S*a reasonable 
people to deal with. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) NAPIER. 
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No. VJ. 

Lord Napier to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received February 24, IS^f).) 


My dear Ixrd, Canton^ Aarjust 27; 18Ji4. 

NO'FICK has been given this evening tliat the Spnrlan, for England,’ 
will sail to-inorrov> morning early. I am, therefore, anxious to bring matters 
np from the conebision of my last, on the 21st instanl, aecompai.ied by an Kdict, 
to the date hereof; whieh letter was sent iiiia se(‘()iid bag to the Manr/les, and 
which AfajtujIeSy we hear to-niglit, has injt yA: left the anehorage near Macao. 
The Spai'tan. touches at the F-ape; therefore, I do not believe there will be 
many days between their arrival. 

liy the last Kdict, the ISth instant, your Lordship will see that the V iceroy, 
or Governor, threatens to stop the trade, w]ien*it lias already been done by the 
Co-IIong. ue now h(*ar that they did it, contrary to the private wish of’ the 
Governor, wlio had it forced upon him by the Kwang-Chow-Foo, who has been 
since dismissed, as you will presently hear, and that the majority of the Hong 
were against it ; but llowqua\^ho rules, and who has no commercial dealings 
with the Ib itish, has all the others under his controul, as his debtors, so carried 
the point. 

'riio younger members of the 1 long are much dissatisfied; they would all 
like to r(‘eover their ground, but dignity and decorum wo\iI(l be thereby offended. 

T believe I shall liav(' a eoinnunneation with the uieicliants in a day or two, in 
order to adopt some nu'tliod to bring their wislu's to the point. In all othev 
respects, events have been decidedly in our favour. On the h^th, [ had advised 
Mow([ua to p('tition the A'iceroy to send a great military officer, to conduct me 
•to his Kxcelleuey,^^hich might sav(‘ the troid)le and difficulty of the J^elter. On 
the irith, h(' returned with the message, that the Ah’ceroy could hold no com- 
munication with me*, notwithstanding uhieli, in the evening ol’ 22nd, in came 
Ilowqua and Mowajiyi wifh a message from the Vh’ceroy, jiNpiesting I would 
receive a visit next moriiing from tlie Kwang-(1iow-Foo, tlie Chaou-t.'how Foo, 
and the Kwang-t’how-Iiee,- the two former, civil mandarins of high rank, and 
•the third, a military one of the same sort. Of course, I expressed my willingness 
to receive them in state in the gr(‘at hall ; and the arrangements were formed 
.accordingly. 

The occurrences of this day’s meeting are detailed in the records *, and I 
forward a copy which will explain everything distinctly. The consequences arc, 
however, what we have to look to, and which arc not yet developed ; but the act 
of sending three great men to confer with an outside l)arbari«an, contrary to all 
previous custpm, is a strong instance of their vacillation, or want of steady pur- 
,pose and determination ; ’and it is an occurrence which has astonished the shop- 
keepers beyond measure : they w-ould be too happy to trade with us on any 
terms. ^ 

• 1 have now desired Mr. Morrison to translate and print a short statement 
of our present circumstances in respect to the trade, which I will circulate 
.amongst the mercantile community in general ; because I have some reason to 
believe that the government have been playing us false on that subject. 

Edict of 1831 is that which they never can get over, although they 
' ^pear to have forgotten it altogether. The day after the conference, the Kwang- 
Chow-Foo was dismissed from office. His want of success on that occasion, had 
filled up the measure 6f many iniejuities; and some say he is gone to Peking to 
answer for all his admipistration. He has been succeeded by the Chaou-Chow- 
Foo ; and the Hoppo, a revenue commissioner, i.s also about to be dismi.sscd. 
He is known by the name df “ skinfiint ” in his own language, as being the 
greatest extortioner ever sent from Peking. 

At preseftt the whole community, including mandarins and Ilong merchants* 
are much takci\ up in feasts and oblations. The illuminations on board the 
vessels on the river are magnificent every evening. 

This Kwan^, who has been dismissed, was the person who principally forced 
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tTic sloj)j):i;j;e of trade. The Cliaoii was lh« orator for the occasion ; the 
military Kwang, a fino-looking coarse- featured old man, was cxtrciudy 
desirous of accommodating matters ; but it was quite impossible to .sand messuffes 
on important business, am! 1 had no security that my business would ha\e been 
properly reported. 

I hope your Lordship will receive my other letters safe per Mawjles. 

I have, &e., 

(Signed) NAriER. 


Inclosure in No. 12. 

Statement of what pas,sed in the interview between Lord Napier and r.eriain 
Chinese OJJicers, on the 23rf' of Autjust, 1834. 

Saturdays August 23, 1834. 

ACJCORDING to yesterday’s intimation, tijc Linguists and servants arrived 
at the hall this morning, at nine o’clock, bringing with them chairs. See,., of 
ceremony, for the use of the Mandarins, wlfich they placed in the following 
manner: — Three chairs for the Mandarins, fronting the South, towards the river; 
a row on the right hand, with their backs turned towards the picture of his 
late Majesty ; and another on the left, ojrpositc, crossing the room at right 
angles, intended for the llong merchant;;; and thus leaving no space for the 
accommodation of the Membens of the Commission. 

• On the arrival of the .Superintendents, at a little before eleven, it was 
thought indispensably necessary to alter the arrangements, hy introducing a 
writing-table, W’hich was placed longitudinally across the room; a chair at the. 
north end being placed for Lord Napier, one at the south end for Mr. Astcll, 
Secretary ; the chair of the Kwang-Chow'-Foo, obliquely on Lord Napier’s left ; 
the chair of the Kw'ang-Chow-Hee, similarly, on I-ord. Napier’s right ; the chair 
of the Chaou-Chow-Foo, obliquely on Mr. Astell’s right ; il chair for .Sir George 
Robinson, oblicpiely on Mr. Astell’s left; a chair for Mf. Morrison, Interpreter, 
a little in the rear, between Lord Napier and the Kwang-ClnJw-Foo ; a chair 
for Mr. Johnston, Private Secretary, in the. same position on the right ; a row of 
chairs for the llong merchants, across the room, behind the two Mandarins, 
facing his Majesty’s picture ; with ch.airs for the other gentlemen attached to 
the Commission, longitudinally on the south side of the room, to the left of 
Sir George Robinson: thus keeping his Majesty’s picture open to all. 

This new arrangement being effected, Howcjua and Mowciua arrived, using 
every endeavour and persuasion to restore the former order of things, as being 
more compatible with the dignity of the Mandarins; and the usages* oi' ’the 
celestial Empire. 

A delay of above two hours thus ensued, before they cciuld be induced to 
yield this point of etiquette ; and at a quarter past one (the Superintendents 
being in full dress, seated in their jdaces) the Mandarins arrived, when the 
Superintendents rose and requested them to lake ther seats, whic;h they did 
accordingly. 

llowqna and Mowqua being called in, were desired by Lord Napier to lake 
their seats. The business of the day commenced by Lord Napier puttifig the 
question to Howqua, through Mr. Morrison, the Interpreter, — If the Mandarins 
had not desired him to state their intention of waiting oh the Superintendents 
at eleven o’clock ? Having received an answer in the affirmative, Lo.rd Napier 
expressed his extreme dissatisfaction to the Mandarins, for having thu8 delayed 
their attendance for about two hours; considering it as an insult to His Britannic 
Majesty, which could not be overlooked a second time ; desiring tlfom to remem- 
ber, that whereas on former oceasions they had only to deal with the servants 
of a private company of merchants, they must understand henceforth that their 
communications would be held with the officers appointed by4Iis Britannic 
Majesty, by no means inclined to submit to such indignities. • *• 

Lord Napier then requested the Kwang-Chow-Foo to relate the object 
of his visit. The Chaou-Chow-Foo then explained, at considerable length, 



riihatitTiey wei% ordered by the Viceroy to demand of Lord Napier the caiiae oj* 
'of his arrival at Canton; the nature of the business he was instructed tope^foMn; 

■' etjd when' it was his intention to return to Macao ? Tothe fii'st of these questions 

• 'Lord'Napier replied, by reading from the records the Edict of the ViceCoy, 
fFaoukWang, 10th year, 12 moon, 3rd day (16th Jahuary, 1831;) “ in- 
structing the Chief of the, .Factory to send an early letter home, 'stating, that 
in case of the dissolution of the Company, it was incumbent to deliberate, and 

' appoint a chief Vrho understood the business, to come to Canton for the general 
management of commercial dealings; by which means affairs might be prevented 
from going, to cAifusion, and benefits remain to commerce.” 

Hereupon, Lord Napier produced His Majesty’s Commission ; acquainting 
the Mandarins that His Majesty had been )»lcascd, in furtherance of the wishes 
expressed in the said Edict, to appoint him; one of His Majesty’s household and 
a Captain in his Royal Navy, to perform the duties so required ; assisted by the 
other gentlemen then present, who.se names were also mentioned in the Com- 
mission. Lord Napier also remarked, that the Viceroy, as well as they, the 
Mandarins, appo<rrcd entirely to have forgotten the existence of such a docu- 
ment ; and begged to refer them to their own records, wheircin, undoubtedly, 
the 6riginal would be found. 

In reply to the second question, as to the nature of the duties to be per- 
formed, information on that point was contained in the letter to the Viceroy, 
which he recommended tlmt they should deliver to his Excellency ; or, if they 
prcferre<l, they were at liberty to open and peruse it themselves, on the condi- 
tion that it should be deposited, a» an official document, among the archives of 
the Government. 

As to the third point, of his Lordship’s return to Macao, he stated, that tlia|. 
was a point to be regulated entirely according to his own convenience. 

A great deal of desultory conversation then took place,; when the Manda- 
rins observed, that the King of Great Britain ought to have written a letter to the 

• Viceroy, stating his wishes and intentions, that he might have bteen able to report 
the same to the Emperor. L/>rd Napier replied, that it vvas quite incompitible 
with tlio dignity of his Sovereign to correspond with the ViCbroy, considering 
that he himself, an hereditary nobleman in his- own country, and of much higher 
rank than any of the Mandarins present, was on' a perfect equality with the 
Viceroy or Governor ; and, consequently, the proper ' channel for , such 

•comm iinicatioms. 

The Mandarims then argued the 'necessity of their being made acquainted 
with the nature of the business On which they had come to seek information, 
that they might report the same to the Viceroy. 

T.ord Napier replied, that it was quite impossible, as well as irregular, to 
cnminunicatc important official business through the medium of common 
conversation ; and therefore recommended them again to consult on the '$ul(ijcct 
with the Viceroy. ... 

. Tlie Mandarins appeared desirous of considering I.Kjrd Napier’s letter to 
the Viceroy, in tbt^ight of a private communication, which might be opened Ijy 
the Hong merchants, — a point which of course was firmly resisted. 

* 'The business of the day. being thus brought to a conclusion, the Mandann.s 
partook of a refreshment and departed upon the best possible terms, hinting they, 
might probably return in a little time. The Kwang-Chow-Hce, being the chief 
military officer,, of the department, remarked, that it would be very unpleasant 
were* the two nations to come to a rupture. To which Lord Napier, replied, not 
^ all on oqr parts, as we were perfectly prepared but that he might' be perfectly!., 
assilred of His Majesty’s most gracious, desire of maintaining the most friendly^' 
intercourse with the Emperor of China. 

Considering that a lew . days haec only elapsed since it had been siiggestertij. 
to fhfc Hong merchants that tjic Viceroy mignt send a miHmry officer tor tbqy 
purpose of conijucting the Superintendents to the presence of his Excqlleni^, f 
and that a verbal message had been received from bis Excellency, stating, that ‘ 
he ebuid hold' no communication with outSide barbarians,” it is evident that ! 
the prcseiijt yisitaf the mandarips,. the first of tbfe sort that had ever occurred*^/ 
prbposcd eniireTy^n,tbe park' of their own Covemriient, must haVe arisen fpoim* 
a convictioq in tlfc.miud of the Viceroy, . of the- necessity of ''bpenfng a commu- 
nication iVith the .Superintcndnnta,/m accovdsIncb'^WitU 'tHe^ advantages' which 
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'must accrue to tlie' interests of both nations, by cohdiictihg^ their ulSdirs oii 
'principles of mutual and friendly intcreourM. ■ 

The discussion which took plkce previous to the meeting, relative to the 
disposition of the chairs, although of itself in ahy other country a matter of 
trivial importance, yet among people like the Chinese, whose actions are 
entirely governed by etiquette, it is considered by the Superintendents, that the 
Mandarins, having yielded up the point, afibrded to them' the strongest proofs of 
•the propriety ana nccOssito of conducting their business with firmness and 
determination ; being satisfied that a steady pertoverance will be attended with 
success,' but the slightest concession, on their parts, is sure fh be .followed" by 
subsequent embarrasSrifent and defeat. 

/ (Signed) NAPIER. 


• No. 13. 

Lord, Napier to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received February 24, 183!>.) 

My dear Lord, , * Canton, August 28, 1834. 

ACCORDING to intimation from the Spartan that she was to sail early 
this morning, I closed the bag last night, but now, at noon, I find there is a 
molhentleft’; ' atad 'I take the opportunity of stating that Howqua and Mowqua 
havie just been here to request that I would receive four Mandarins on Saturday 
nexl, the day after to-morrow. This I have consented to do ; which will soon 
lead,! hope, to aU amicable. adjustment of our difterehces. 

' I have, &c., 

(Signed) NAPIER.. 


No. 14. 

■ [MEMORANDUM.' — Foreign Office, February , 1840.] No despatches 
or 'letters were received at the Foreign Office from Lord Napier, of a date, later 
than his ' Lordship^s preceding letter to.. Lord Palmerston. In order, however, 
to supply the interruption which would . otherwise exist in the nari:ative of 
occurrences between the date of that letter,. August 28,. and. September 28, 
(when Mr. Astcll, the Secretary, announced Lord Napier’s return. to Macao from 
■Ganton, and -his Lorilship’a illness at that place,) the following brief statement 
has beeti prepared'. This statement;, may be considered as an. abstract nmn. tho 
’-Records of Proceedings” kept by the Commission ; a^copy of which w,a8 
received at the Foreign Office on the 12th -of March, 1835. 

' In the interview between the Hong roerelumtsaod Lord Napier, to.wliich, .his 
Lordship adverta in his letter of the 28th'of August, the merclumts propost^ :wat 
".the position of the chairs- (os menrioaed . in Inclosiuro:ifi No..V<i pf. this collection 
'^pf fdoctiMentsy for the intended meeting between Lord Napier and tbe.jMandafto'’* 
'^shhnld be altered; and th4t the Mandarins should bring a Linguist with, them to 
jnitorpret aUd to write, -‘-evidently, as supposed, for the. purpose of substituting hfm 
'for 'Mr. Morrison, the Interpreter to the Superintendents. To the latter j)rppo8al 
' Lnrd^ Napier assentod, upon the' same prinriple that he would himself . tajee 
Mr.h^rrison with him to the Viceroy, in the event of bis having , a . meeting .with 
his Exeelleney ; but his Lordship insisted thqt Mr. Morrison should ,hs, the 
medium of interpretation on the occasion proposed^ as he hadi i^pufidence in his 
• 'Communicating what he was told, and could have no reliance, on a Linguisjt.who 
knew nothing of the English language. As to the chairs, Lo);d, Kapler required 
that they should remain in the same positions in which they ha^ been placed in 
hib fi^t conference wldi the Mandarins. On this the merchants retired, with a 
promise to return the following day. .p ; * » ; i>. > .u-. 

On the ^9tlf the merchants returned, as they had promised ; wijcn they 
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* . 
repeated the argiiincnts of tlie day before : these arguments having been resi^ited 
by Lord Napier on the ground^ already stated, the merchants went away, pro*, 
mising to report vvliat hud passed to the Mandarins, and call again the tiext day.* 
It does not appear that the merchants kept their promise on this occasion, 
or that they had again any personal intercourse with Lord Napier. 

In the mean while, information having been received by his Lordship, 
through private channels, that the Chinese authorities had circulated, reports 
among the people, highly prejudicial to the honour of the King’s Commission, 
and giving a false colour to the events that had passed. Lord Napier caused 
a statement to lithographed and affixed to the corners of the streets of 
Canton, and t. be generally circulated for the infonnutiun of the Chinese 
people, of which the following is a copy : — ; 


Present state of relations between China and Great Britain. — Interesting to 
the Chinese merchants. — A true and official Document. 


“On the IGth January, 1831, the Viceroy, Le, in consequence of advice 
from the Iloiig merchant.s, issued an Edict requiring the Chief of the Factory to 
write home, slating, that, “ in case of the dissolution of the East India Com- 
pany, it was incuinhent on the British Government to appoint a Chief to conic 
to Canton, for the general rnanSgoment of commercial dealings, and to prevent 
affairs from going to confusion.” Whereupon, at the dissolution of the Com- 
pany, the King of Great Britain, in accordance with the wishes of the Viceroy, 
appointed Lord Najiier, a member of his own housidiold, an hereditary nobleman, 
and a captain in his royal navy, to conic to Canton for the above most laudable 
purpose ; and tu report himself to the Viceroy accordingly. Lord Napier arrived 
at Canton, on the ^nth July ; and next day forwarded his letter addressed to 
the Viceroy to the City Gates; which was offered to the Alandariiis for the 
purpose of being <lelivered, and refused by the whole of them. It is false to 
say, tluit the British officer who carried the letter desired to force his way 
within the preciiits of the palace. The Iloiig merchants, it is true, desired to 
take it ; but it was quite derogatory to the dignity of the Representative of the 
King to coiinmuu<‘afe through the merchants. Tlie Viceroy now complains, that 
lie does not know for* what reason Lord Napier has come; at the .same time 
forgetting the Edict of his predecessor, which brought him here, as well as his 
own obstinacy in refusing to receive the letter of a man of cciual rank with 
himself. Hiss, Excellency then publishes Edicts, requiring Lord Napier to return 
to Macao ; and on the IBtli August publishes another Edict, in wliicb he states, 
“ that the Hong merchants have requested the trade to be stopped, but that, 
ill commiscratioii,” says he, “ I again give temporary indulgence and delay,’’ — 
knowing, at the same time, that the trade had been actually stopped by the Houg 
nicrcliants two tlays before. 

* “.The Viceroy then sends the Kwang-chow-foo, the Kwang-chow-hce, and 
tlieChaou-chow-foo, to enquire ofijord Napier the object of his visit, — the nature 
of his duties, — and the time of his return to Macao. Lord Napier replies to the 
first, by a reference to the Edict of January, 1831 ; to the second, by a reference 
to his letter to the Viceroy which contains all the intelligence, and which they 
refuse to open or convey ; and to the third, that liis return to Macao depends 
entirely oi! his private convenience. The ignorance and obstinacy of the Viceroy 
has.thus allowed the Hong merchants actually to put a stop to the trade, when 
..he himself only threatens to do so. He sends the Mandarins, and they return 
as empty as they went, when the official document was offered for their convey- 
ance ; and the conseq^uence is, that thousands of industrious Chinese who live by 
the European trade, must suffer ruin and discomfort through the perversity of 
their Government. TlfO merchants of Great Britain wish to trade with all China, 
on principles of mutual beneQt. They will never relax in their exertions till 
they gain a point of equal importance to both countries ; and the Viceroy will 
find it as easy to stop the current of the Canton river, as to carry into effect the. 
' insane determination of the Hong. 

» * • , “I have, &c., 


Gtmfon, August 26, 1834. 


“ (Signed) NAPIER.” 


F 
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/ The great anxiety of the people to become acquainted with tlie foregoing 
.document^ as manifested by their taking copies of it from morning till night, and 
•even by candle-light after dark, aflForded a strong proof of the interest which' 
they tooktin-a matter so nearly connected with their own welfare. 

By way of a reply to this doeiimeiit the Chinese authorities issued a notice 
to the following effect, and which was likewise affixed to the corners of the 
streets — 

“ A lawless foreign slave, Napier, has issued a notice. Wc know nol bow 
such a dog barbarian of an outside nation as you, can have the audacious pre- 
sumption to call yourself Superintendent. # 

Being an outside savage Superintendent, and a person in an olficial situa- 
tion, you sliould have some little kumvledgc of propriety and law. 

“ You have passed over ten thoifsand miles in order to seek a livelihood; you 
have come to our celestial Bnipiro to trade and conlroul affairs; — how can you 
not obey well the regulations of the Empire? You audaciously presume to break 
through the barrier jiasses, going out and in at your pleasure! — a great infringe- 
ment *uf the rules and prohibitions 1 According to tlie laws of the nation, the 
Iloyal Warrant sliould be respectfully requested to behead you : and openly 
expose [your head] to the miiltitiide. as a terror to perverse dispositions.’* 

It does not appear that this notice had any effect whatever on tlie people. 

It is stated in the Records,’’ under date of tlie 2iid of September, that 
infornnatioii had been communicated to l.ord Napier, tliat the' Viceroy had ordered 
the I long merchants to devise some plan by whicli the trade might he opened ; 
and thus relieve himself from the diflieulty in which lie found himself, 
ill consequence of liis never having reported to the Emperor the arrival of 
Lord Napier in Canton proposals were therefore under consideration that the 
trade should be opened; that I^ord Napier sh(»uld retire in a few days after 
the opening of the trade to Macao, witli an understanding that he might 
pass and repass between Macao and Canton, if necessary, quietly and without 
the authorities taking notice of it ; and that a rejirescritation sliould be 
forwarded to the Emperor recommending an acknowledgment of tlie new 
system of trade. [For a sunnnary of thin private iicgcftiatioru No, 28 of ihu 
collection of floinuuents,'] ^ • 

Notwithstanding the Viceroy’s disposition to open tlic trade, he was 
obliged to abandon his intentions in this respect, in eonseijueiico oT the mnnerous 
representations addressed to him by certain Chinese functionaries; one of whom, 
the Foo-yueii, offered to share the rCsSjioiisibility with his Excellency, and urged 
him on to an adverse course of proceeding, by comparing his conduct with that 
of the late (Governor Le while in a similar position; c*oTisequently, oh the 
4th of September, an Edict was published by the Viceroy, dated tlie 2nd, con- 
firming the stoppage of the trade from the Ifitli of August, up to which period 
‘‘all commercial dealings were to be confirmed ; all goods paid for to that date 
were to be shipped, after which the trade was altogether to be stopped.*” *As 
by tliis Edict all workmen, boatmen, and others, were no longer allowed to 


(• Memornndum, — lloceived ai the Porei^n Office, April W, 1835.) * 

Tho follnwinpf miiy \w taken as a proof of tlio (’him*Ho antlioritios in Canton' sparing no 
expense? or troiiUle to deceive -the Kmperor, when deception is deemed necessary, which is the caao 
nine times out of ten, wlien we liave any ini.su]idei>tanding witli them. 

When the official Ueport to the Kmperor was drawn up, jifU'i* tlie affair between Lord Napier and 
the V^icerovs it became necessary for all the departmental to be unanimous.* 

A Censor of high rank was in (canton ; In; liad been sent down from Pekin to investigate th<? 
conduct of officers also high in rank ; and it became necessary to brin^ him over. Th^ arguments 
used may be infc?rred from tin* following circumstance : he brought no money with him ; liad none to 
receive there; but when he left (’antoii, he carried away so ftiiieh money with liim in gold that, his 
emissaries in purchasing it rai'sed the price of gold of 100 touch, of a dollar pertcTihl weight, or from 
'23 1 dollars per oz. to 24:}:, before they bad procured all they required, — a rise of ner cent. 

This is from the best authority. (Signed) 'AV. JARDINE. 

Dccemoer 8, 1834. ^ 

j [Memorandum: Foreign Office.— It has been ealcnlatcd,* that the purchase 8f gold necessary 
j to affect the money market at Canton, in the manner stated by Mr. Jardine, have been to th(? 
■extent at least of One hundred thousand pounds sterling.) 

I 

j 
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receive hire from the foreign community, these persons deserted their service and 
left the factories. 

Under these circumstances, Lord Napier on the .5111 addressed a letter to . 
Captain Blackwood, of Her Majesty’s ship Imoyene, at Chuen-pce, rc<picsting him • 
to pass the Bogue with the two frigates under his command (the irmgene and 
Andromuchp) and take up a station at Whampoa, for the more ellieient pro- 
tection of British subjects and their property ; and also to send up to Canton 
a guard of marines for the security of the premises occupied by. the Super- 
intendents, and in which was deposited the treasury of the Rast India Conipauy; 
accordingly. Lieutenant Reed of the Andromache., with two midshipmen, a 
scijeant, and twelve marines, landed at Canton at 8 o’clock on the morning of 
the 6th of Septefldier. 

In consequence of the Edict of the 2nd of September, and of a notice from 
the Viceroy, promulgated by the Hong merchants on the oth, stating that orders 
had been given to the forts and guard-houses, to allow English boats and ships 
to go out of port oidy, and not to allow them to enter it, Lord IVapier 
addressed to Mr. Boyd, Secretary to the Chamber of Connncrce, the following 
letter, for the ])urpose of its being communicated to the Hong merchants and 
the Chinese authorities. 

“Sir, Canton, September, 8, 1834* 

“ Whereas Mr. Morrison has laid before me the translation of an Edict of the 
2nd September, issued by Loo, Governor of Canton and IvAvangse, and Ke, Foo- 
yuen [lAcutenanl Governor^ of the province of Canton, wherein, among other 
things, it is .staled, that, on examination of the rules of the celestial Empire, 
they lind, that ‘ Ministers have no outward intercourse with outside barbarians, 
and that it cannot be known whether Lord Napier is a merchant or an officer.’ 

1 beg to acainaint you, for the information of the said Hong merchants, and Loo 
and Ke, that, during the last 200 years, a constant personal intercourse Inis 
been maintained between the Viceroy of Canton and the British subjects resorting 
hither : for example, in the year 1037, on the part of Captain Weddel, after 
destroying the fort at the Bogue; in 1731, on the part of the Supracargoes 
of the East India Company; in 1742, on the part of C»>i»inodorc Anson ; in 
1754, on the part of the. Supracargoes ; in 1702, on the part of a Committee 
from England ; in 1*795, on the part of the .Supracargoes ; in 1805, on the part 
of Mr. Roberts and Sir'Ceorge .Staunton ; in 1806, on the part of Mr. Roberts, 
and again on the part of Mr. Hruiumond and Mr. Elphiuston; 1814, on the 
part ol’ .Sir George Staunton; in 1816, on the ])art of Sir Charles .Metcalfe 
and Captain Clavell ; and on many other occasions by the Chiefs of the Factory, 
on their annual return from Macao to Canton. So far, therefore, the allegation 
of the said 1..00 and Ke is not founded in fact. 

“ Again, that they know not whether Lord Napier is an officer or a merchant, 
is equally false; for the Kwang-chow-foo and the Chaou-chovv-foo and the Kwang- 
chow-hee waited on Lord Napier, when they saw him in the uniform of Captain 
in 'the* British Navy ; anil when they might have assured themselves of thi.s fact, 
as well as of all others connected with his Mission to China, had they carried his 
letter to the Vicerfly, or had his Excellency given him the same reception as had 
b^eu usually accorded to others. 

“ And whereas, it is further stated in the said Edict, that the trade was 
stopped by request of the Hong merchants on the 16th of last month, but, that 
he, the Viceroy, replied to them, ‘commanding to give temporary indulgence and 
delay which command was issued on the 1 8th day of last mouth, and was 
-rftvef obeyed by the Hong merchants; and whereas, in the present Edict of the 
2tid instant, it is now declared by Loo and Ke, that from the IGth day of August 
all buying and selling on the part of^ the English nation is wholly put a stop to, 
with the exception of all goods the sale or purchase of which wiis .settled pre- 
viously to the stoppage : and whereas, in full reliance on the honour of the 
Viceroy, and the authority yf the Edict ‘ commanding temporary indulgence 
and delay,’ British merchants have transacted considerable business with the mer- 
chants of China between the 18th of last month and the 2ud of the pre.scnt, and 
in the face of that Edict, and in forgetfulness of ‘ his command to grant indid- 
gence and dela^,’ the Viceroy, now joins with the Foo-yuen in the very unjust 
measure of stopping the trade altogether from the 1 6th of last month, to the great 
prejudice not only of the British merchants, but of that also of the subjects of His ^ 
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Imperial Majesty the Emperor of China : — I do hereby, in .tlie name of His 
liritannie Majesty, protest against this act of unprecedented tyranny and injus- 
tice thus decreed by the Viceroy and Foo-yuen. ‘And whereas, notice has been 
.taken in the said Edict of the 2nd instant, of the expected arrival of the ships’ 
from Engljiud with cargoes, to be given in extrhange for teas and other inercan- 
di/c ; and whereas, all merchandize is allowed to be embarked up to the 16th 
ultimo, and ought in justice to be extended to the 2nd instant ; and as the per- 
mission to embark such merchandize implies the delivering of inward cargoes for 
such purpose *, and still the trade is wholly put a stop to which prevents the 
pelivevy of such cargoes, and the einV)arkation of the merchandize already so 
permitted to be shipped ; — 1 hereby again protest, in the name of His Britannic 
Ahijesty, against this absurd and tyrannical assumption of powcf on the part of 
the Governor and Lic»itcnant-Governor. 

“ And whereas by a letter of the Hong merchants of September 6th, giving 
notice ‘ that the Governor has onfcred all forts and guard-houses, that the 
English boats and ships arc only allowed to go out of port and are not allowed to 
enter and that such a prohibition is altogether at variance with the other Edict 
permitting a certain part of the trade to be embarked. I have to request that 
you will hereby give notice to tl»e Hong niercbants, that it is a very serious 
offence to fire upon or otherwi.se insult the British flag : and whereas they 
are already aware that there are two frigates now in the river, hearing very 
heavy guns, for the express purpose of protecting the British trade, I would 
warn tiu* Hong merchants again and again, t^jat if any disagreeable consc- 
qiienccs shall ensue from the said Edicts, they themselves, with the Go- 
vernor and Lieutenant Governor, arc responsible for the whole. 1 recommend 
them to take warning in time : — they have opened the preliminaries of war; — 
they destroy trade, and they incur loss of life on the part of the unoffeudiug 
people, rather than grant to me the same courtesy which has been granted to 
Qtliers before me. 'I’hey are all aware that the King my master sent mt: here in 
consequence of Howqua’s advice to Governor Lc ; and, therefore, why do they 
vainly contend against their own actions, to the destruction of trade and the 
misery of thousands ? 

“ But let the Governor or Lieutenant Governor know thi.s, that I will lose no 
time in sending this true statement to His Imperial .Majesty the l*hn^)cror at 
Pekin ; and that I will also report to his justice and indignation the false and 
treacherous conduct of I.oo, Governor, and of the present Kwang Chow Foo, 
who have tortured the Linguists, and cruelly imprisoned a re.spectable individual, 
.Sun-cliing, a security merchant, for not having acquiesced in a ha.se lie, purport- 
ing that 1 arrived in Canton river in a merchant ship; whereas they arc both 
aware that I made my passage, and arrived in one of the ships of war now at 
anchor in the river. His Imperial Majesty will not permit such folly, wicked- 
ness, and cruelty as they have been guilty of, since my arrival hero, fo go 
unpunishetl ; therefore tremble Governor Loo, intensely tremble ! 

“ And again. Governor Loo has the assurance to state in the Edict of the 
2nd., ais well as on former occasions, that the ‘King my master has hitherto 
been reverently obedient.’ I must now request you to d'eelarc to him, that His 
Majesty the King of Great Britain is a great and a powerful monarch, — that he 
rules over an extent of territory in the four quarters of the World, more com- 
prehensive in space, and infinitely more so in wealth, than the whole Empire of 
China, — that he commands armies of bold and fierce soildiers, who have conquered 
wherever they went, — ami that he is po.ssesscd of great ships of war, carrying 
even as many as !20 guns, which pass quietly along the seas, where no native of 
China has ever yet dared to show his face. Let the Governor then jud^e if 
such a monarch ‘ will be reverently obedient to any one.’ ’ 

“And now, I beg you to inform the Ilong merchants, knowing their duplicity, 
1 suspect that they will not communicate the foregoing t« the Governor and 
Lieutenant Governor ; I would therefore give them warning, that if I do not 
receive a)j answer from his Excellency, touching the points narrateff in this 
letter, by this day week, Monday the 15th, I will [Miblish it through the streets 
and circulate copies among the people, one of which may peradvetflure find its 
^vay into his Excellency’s presence. » 

“ I beg to remain, &c., 

‘‘ (Signed)' * * NAPIER.” 



37 


This letter having been brought to the knowledge of the Viceroy by the 
Hpng merchants, drew forth from his Excellency the following Edict : 

Loo, Governor of the provinces Kwungtung and Kwangse, &c. 

“ To the Hong merchants, requiring their full acquaintance with the 
contents hereof. 

In every tiling relating to the trade of the English barbarians at Canton, 
there have long been established rules. Then) has never been such a thing as a 
residence liere of a barbarian oHiceror Superintendent. The great ministers of 
the Celestial EuipqT, unless with regard to affairs of going to Court, and carry- 
ing tribute, or. in consequence of Imperial commands, are not permitted to have 
intervic'ws with outside barbarians. The affairs of the I’ormer Aling dynasty, 
(Captain Weddell’s affair) need not be brought into discussion. How have any 
officers of tlie great Tsiiig dynasty bad intercourse to and fro witli barbarians ? 
As to the intercourse between barbarian officers and those! who have formerly 
lield the office of Governor, in llie years of Keonlung and Keaking [from 173G to 
1820], referred to in tlie paper copied by the sali( mercliants, perhaps when the 
said nation lias sent tribute tlicre may have been interviews given to the tribute- 
bearers; <itlicrvvise there certainly has not been this ceremony. This even the 
said nation's jnivatc niercliants must all be aware of. I the Governor have been 
obedient, maintaining the national dignity: from the first I have not been 
commencing what is strange or soifnding forth my loftiness. 

“In the tenth year of Taoukwaiig, the said [Hong] merchants having* 
reported, that the English Company would, after the thirteenth year of Taou- 
kwang, be dissolved and ended ; that tlie merchants of the said nation would 
trade for tlieniselves ; and tliat tliey feared affairs would be under no general 
controiiK th(! then Governor, JjC, commanded them lo enjoin orders on the said 
nation’s uieicliants to send a letter home; that if the Company ended and 
dispersed, a chief ['raepaiij should still be appointed to come to Canton to 
manage aHiiirs. The books (d* records arc still existing. There is no word of a 
Superintt'iidcnt. The said barbarian J^ye, I.ord Napier, styles himself a Super- 
intendent come to Canton. Wlietlier a Superintendent should be appointed over 
the said nation’s barbarian uicrchants, or not, it is in itself needless to inejuire 
about niii\utely. But ^ve Chinese will still manage through the medium of 
merchants. There can be»no alteration made for officers to manage. Besides, 
tlie business is one newly eominciicing. It is incumbent to present a memorial 
rc^jucstiiig the mandate of the Great Empire to be obeyed and acted on. The 
said barbarian Eye, Lord Napier, brought not any written communication from 
the said Nation’s King. Suddenly he came, —1, the Governor, knew not what 
man he. was, — knew not what business he was to transact. I sent the said 
merchants to inquire and lo investigate, and to require him to inforin them of 
the causes of his coming, and what was the nature of the business he was to 
perform, in orch’r to afford grounds for a full memorial. In what was this not 
.aecordiint with reason? Evjen though the said barbarian Eye were indeed an 
officer, why should he communicate to the inercliaius of the Central flowery 
[nation] not a word ! jrif unwilling to converse with the said merchants, still, 
what should prevent him from commanding the said nation’s private merchants, 
.to rcv’idve tbe matter with tbem and inform them fully ? But on four successive 
occasions, when they inquired and investigated, he remained, as though he heard 
not, dctermine?d in the wish to liave official correspondence, and letters to and 
fro with all the public officers of the inner land. The said nation and this 
inner land, have heretofore had no interchange of official communications and 
letters. Nor in the CVdestial Ihnpirc is there this rule. How could I, the 
Governor, in opposition to rules, permit it ? 

“ The said Hong merchants had before solicited that a stop should be put 
to the said jiation's liuying and selling, I, the Governor, because the said 
nation had had an open market here for upwards of a hundred years, and 
because the said ^Jiation’s King had several times sent tribute, — so that I could not 
but call him reverently obedient; but still more, because the said nation’s sepa- 
rate merchants hfld, many of them, crossed the seas and come from a distance, — 
so that I would not^for the fault of one man involve tlie mercantile mnltitude ; 
therefore, replied, cpmnianding an indulgent delay. Again, apprehending that 
• the said merchants, enjoining the orders, had not attained perfect dearness, 
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* I also sent ofHcers to proceed to the barbarian factories, and personally make 
eii()uiry. On the part of me, the Governor, it .was the utmost, the extreme, 
carelul regard a'*nd perfect kindness. But the said barbarian Eye, even in the 
presence, of deputed otticers, did not speak plainly of the object of his 
mission. Still, apprehending that their words might not be truly delivered, I 
commanded them, to take with them Linguists and proceed thither. When the 
flowery [("hinese] and barbarians have oral intercourse, Linguists interpret what is 
said, /riu’oiighout the empire it is in all cases thus. Yet, neither would the 
said barbarian Eye have the Linguists to interpret for him, so that the deputed 
officers could not say every thing. 

“ Since the said barbarian Eye, having conic for the purpose of examining 
and directing trade, did not toll clearly the object of his mission; whether, after 
the Company was dissolved alfairs should be conducted as before or not; or how 
they sliould be conducted ; by wluit means could trade be carried on ? I could 
not but, according to law, close the ships* holds. That 1, the Governor, did it 
not willingly, but with extreme pain of mind, lias been already clearly explained 
in the Proclamation. The said ITong merchants having orally stated, that they 
had taken full account of the goods, the purchase of which was settled before the 
12th of last moon [i. e, the HJtli August], and had wholly stopped, not having 
since had any commercial dealings, I, therefore, ordered the stoppage from the 
day of the said merchant's petition. It was in no way a former and a latter, — two 
modes of acting. I, the Governor, times successively issued Official replies, 
all in conformity with the old 'established regulations ; 1 in no way forced into 
difficulties, nor did I thrust forward my own notions ; neither did I by a single 
word rudely reprehend the said barbarian Eye. The replies have all been printed 
and publicly displayed. All eyes may see them. Elven the said Nation's King, 
if he see them, cannot say that I, the Governor, have not spoken what is 
reasonable. 

“The said barbarian l^ye has not learned to arouse from his previous errors, 
but lias further called to him many persons, bringing in boats military weapons 
which have been moved into the barbarian factory. — A great opposition to the 
laws and prohibitions ! Into the important territory of the provincial city, how 
can outside barbarians presume to bring military weapons causing alarm to the 
inhabitants! I, therefore, commanded the fort named Leetih, that should any 
sampan boats proceed towards the city, they sliould be stopped ; and .should be 
authoritatively iiifornicd, that if* the said barbarian vessels perversely opposed and 
disobeyed, the military would of course fire ott* the guns, which would be but 
what their own offences would bring on them. Yet several times when barh[f- 
rian merchants were stopped, they were at once sent back to the place whence 
they came, without being brought to investigation and punishment. Thus it 
may be seen that I, the Governor, have not tyrannically treated the. outside 
barbarians. Jiven with regard to the said barbarian Eye, wben, instance upon 
instance, he has presumed on force and power, what difficulty would there be in 
my meeting him with military terrors? But I cannot bear forcibly to drive him 
out. The Celestial Empire cherishes those from a far*virtuously. -What it values , 
is the subjection of men by reason: it esteems not awing them by force. The 
said barbarian Eye has now again opposed the laws, in coiiAnanding the ships of 
war to push forward into the inner rivt^r; and in allowing the barbarian forces to 
fire guns, attacking and wounding our soldiers, and alarming our resident people. , 
This is still more out of the hounds of reason, and renders it still more unintel- 
ligible what it is he wishes to do. • 

“The soldiers and horses of the Celestial Emipirc, its thundering forces, with 
guns and weapons, gather on the hills. If it were desired to make* a great 
display of coiuiucring chastisement, how could the petty trifling war ships afford 
protection ? Besides, all tlie merchants trading here, I, the (iovernor, treat 
most liberally : what need is there of protection ? By such ignorant and 
absurd conduct, entering Far into the important territory he is already within 
my grasp. Arrangements have been now made.to assemble a large force, ranged 
out both by sea and land. What difficulty will there be^in immediately 
destroying and eradicating? Thc'refore that I am slow, dilatory, and cannot bear 
to do so is, because 1 consider that such movements are not dccording to the 
wishes of the said Nation’s King ; nor are they according M jhe wishes of the 
several mercliants. I, the Governor, looking up, eipjbody the heaveii-likc 
benevolence pf thfe Great Emperor. Only by reforming his errors can he avoid 
cutting himself off, and attain reformation. If the said barbarian Eye will 
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ipeedtiy repent of his errors, withdraw tlie ships of war, and remain obedient t.o 
the old rules, I will yet give him* some slight indulgence. If he still adhere to 
stupidity, and do not arouse, maintain his wickedness, and do not change, he wilt 
]j)e sinning against the Great Emperor; and f, the Governf)r, will certivinly find 
it difficult again to display endurance and forbearance. I apprehend that when 
the Celestial troops once conic, even preciou.s stones will burn up before them. 
On no account defer repentance till afterwards. 

“ Uniting circumstances, I issue this order. When the order reaches the 
said Hong merchants, let them immediately act in obedience to it, and enjoin it 
on all the ICnglish merchants, with even temper discussing it. If, hereafter, 
things conic to atrupture, do not say that 1, the Governor, caused it by my 
errors. Let them also enjoin the orders on the said barbarian Eye ; and lot 
them write a letter back to the country, to cause it to be known. A Special 
Order. 

“ Taoukwang, 14th year, 8th moon, 9th day. (September 11, 1834.)” 

All negociations, with a view to the opening of the trade unaccompanied 
by tbc condition that Lord Napier should qnit Canton, having failed, his 
Lordship felt convinced that any further attempts on his part to effect this 
unconditional object would be vain ; and that a continuance of tbc stoppage of 
the trade would cause great injury to the interests of the llritish nieivhaiits. 
Under these cireiimstanecs, his Lordship considered it his duty to comply with 
the Viceroy’s stipulation that he sTiould retire to Macao, and by so doing admit 
of the trade being opened; and he therefore determined on the 14tli of 
September to remove the Commission temporarily to Macao. 

Lord Napier having become greatly indispo.sed in health, Mr. ('olledgc, the 
surgeon to the Establishment, decided that it was necessary that his Ijordship 
should at once quit Canton : the requisite arrangements were accordingly made, 
through Mr. Colledgc and the Hong merchants, for his Lordship and suite 
repairing to Macao, by the inner passage, in Chinese passage-boats. 

On the 21st of September, Lord Napier addressed a letter to Captain 
Blackwood, stating that, in consequence of an understanding come to with the 
Chinese authorities, His Majc.sty’s ships Imogene and Andromache were no 
longer required at WhainpOa ; and requesting him immediately to proceed with 
both ships to the anchorage at Lintin : adding, that the Cliine.se authorities had 
provided for the conveyance of himself and suite to Macao. On the evening 
of the same day, liis Lordship and suite embarked for Macao, aceoinpanied by 
a numerous escort of Chinese boats and Mandarins. On the morning of the 
26tli, the party arrived at Macao, his Lordshiji’s illness having been greatly 
aggravated by the heat of the weather, and the annoyances and insults to which 
he was 'exposed during the whole course of the passage. It would appear that 
the voyage to Macao was protracted for the purpose of giving the Chinese 
the opportunity of prolonging their insulting cruelties: his Lordship died at 
Macao, about ten o’clock on the evening of the 1 1th of October, 1834.*] 


No. 15. 

J. HI Astellf Esq.t Secretary, to John Backhouse, Esq. — (Received 
, February 8, 1835.) 

0 

Sir, Macao, September 2H, 1834. 

THE serious and continued indisjiosition of the Eight Honourable the 
Chief Superintendent rendering it impossible for his Lordship to address His 
Majesty’s Government by the present opportunity, I have briefly to state the 
causes which hj^ve led to the (!?omniissiotf being, for the present, withdrawn 
from Canton; though not until every endeavour had been exhausted to 

r* ^ • 

L Obc reason s^bsc^iiontly assigned for this detention, wliieh was principally at a place called 
Heang-Shan^ was, in oi^cr that the Chinese escort should have time for ascertaining that the frigates 
had passed the Bocca Tigris on their passage outwards. J • 
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overcome the continued obstinacy qf th^ Viceroy, in insisting on his retirement 
to this place, and refusing to open his letter ot^ announcement. 

The ].iOcal Government were duly reminded of the Kdict of 1831 ; hy 
■which' flic late Governor, Le, required that a'propeifly constituted. lautbtfrity 
should' be appbintal on the expiration of the Company’s Charters .’but the 
Viceroy persisted in declaring (to use his own language) tbafe-the said 
barbarian Eye, Lord Napier, brought not any written annonneement from the 
said nation’s King — sudoenly be came. 1, the Governor, knew hot wbutildiian 
he was, or what business he ivas to transact.” He accordingly persisted in the 
requisition with which he had at first set out, the withdrawal of the Chniniission, 
to Macao. 

Not contented with their earlier acts of annoyance and indi^ity 
whctlier of a personal nature, as ,the unnecessary breaking open oi Lord 
Napier’s baggage, and the seizure of tho compradorcs, or jiurveyors of provisions ; 
or the more serious and public injury inflicted by the stoppage of the trade, 
the Local Government were emboldened, on the 4th instant, to proceed so far 
as to beset the residence of tlje Chief Superintendent with a large number of 
soldiers, to drive away his Lordship’s native servants, and to cut off all 
supplies ot provisions. Under tlicse circumstances, accompanied by the denial 
to sanction or make good ary commercial transactions, involving British 
property, subsequent to the 1 Gtb of August, the Right Honourable the Chief 
■Superintendent deemed it necessary, on the "Gth instant, to ajiply to Captain 
Blackwood, by letter, for a guard of marines, foi’ the protection of the factory ; 
and to request that officer, at the same time, to proceed with His Majesty’s 
ships Imoyene and Andromache, to the anchorage of the trade at Whampoa, 
for the greater st;curity of Britisli property and j)ersons. 

The frigates found no difliculty in cfFecting their passage through the 
Bogue, though not without silencing the fire of the Chinese forts by their owm, 
after having received . several rounds of shot without returning one, as in the 
case of the Atceste in 1810. 

On the arrival of His Majesty’s ships at Whampoa, the communication 
between that place and Canton was entirely closed by the Chinese, for all 
purposes of commerce or otherwise ; and a negotiation commenced, in which 
the local Government required the withdrawal of the frigates liom the 
anchorage of the incrcliant ships, and the retirement of Lonl Napier from 
Canton, previous to the resumption of commercial dealings. His Lordship 
was, therefore, induced on the 1 5th instant, to address a letter to the Britisli 
merchants, in which he informed them, that having thus far, without eflect, 
used every effort to establish His Majesty’s Commission at Canton, he did not 
feel authorized at present, by a continued maintenance of his claims, to.occasion 
the further interruption of the trade of the port. Captain Blackwmod was 
accordingly requested to proceed with His Majesty’s ships to Lintin ; and Lord 
Napier and suite embarked in two chop>boats, for Macao, on the 21st instant. 

The trade of Whampoa, which was closed, at the instigation of the^ 
Hong merchants, is expected to resume its usual course in a few days', after the* 
official forms attendant on tlie arrival of a new Hoppo Canton have been 
passed. 

I have, &c., • 

(Signed) J. H. ASTELL, 

• Seetetary. 
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'No. 16. 

Th» Agmtn ,of the East India Company in China, to the Honourable the 

Court of Directors in London. — (^Communicated to the Foreign Office, 

March 3. 1835.) 

Honourable Sirs. Macao, September 20, 1S34. 

WE avail ourselves of the departure of the brig Belhaven to acquaint 
your Honourable Court with the present termination of the differences between 
His Majesty’s Superintendents and the Chinese Ciovernment, by which the • 
ti^de has been suspended from the IGth of August to the present date. 

2. It is out of our power to present your Honourable Court with a detail 
of the occurrences, correspondence. See., which has led to the event in question, 
owing to our documents being at Canton, from whence we are unable to 
transact any business, ail communication with the shipping at Whampoa, or 
elsewhere, being cut off by the strict surveillance of the Chinese Governinetit ; 
and our servants, as well as Chinese of every profession, being forbidden 
access to our factory on pain of death : we will, however, give a brief nar- 
rative of events. 

3. Shortly after the arrival of the Chief Superintendent at Canton, he 
endeavoured to open communication with the Chinese Government by letter ; 
and in order to avoid the intervention of the Hong merchants, the letter in 
question was presented at the gates by parties deputed for that purpose : the 
letter was refused to be accepted by the Chinese for the twofold reasons, 
that it was not termed a Petition, and for an alleged informality in the 
external address to the Viceroy. 

4. The Hong merchants almost immediately waited on Lord Napier, and 
endeavoured to become the official channel of communication between him 
and the Viceroy, as heretofore; and the Viceroy about the same time pub- 
lished an Edict, stating that there ought to be no change in this particular ; and 
the Kwang Chow Foo, attended by the Chaou Chow Foo and Kwang Heep, 
visited I.ord Napier, with a request to know on what business he visited 
China*. . This he declined to answer; referring those officers to his unopened 
letter to the Viceroy, stating, that if that were received, his Excellency 
would be therein informed of the purpose of his visit to China. The meeting 
shortly broke up by a refusal on the part of Lord Napier to admit the Hong 
merchants as official negociators between him and the Viceroy, and with 
q promise on the part of these mandarins to visit hiS Lordship again. 

*5. The Viceroy shortly after this published an Edict, stating the inten- 
tion of the Government to adhere to its ancient customs with foreigners ; and 
^ that as Lord Napier had not brought any credential letters from his own 
Opvernraent to that of China, designating his office and the purpose of 
his visit, tlie Viceroy could not receive a letter from him, save through the 
^ ^ong merchants, the usual channel of communication on matters appertaining 
to trade, vvliich atSue he understood Lord Napier was come to superintend; 
fqrthc(, that as it was a thing hitherto unknown for an official foreign 
mandarin to reside at Canton, he required Lord Napier to return to Macao, 
until, the^ will of the Emperor should be known from Peking, as to the 
recognition or otherwise of his Lordship, in his office of Superintendent of 
Trade. 

6. The Chief Superintendent then published a manifesto in the Chinese 
language, of the position of his negotiation with the officers of Government, 
to be appended to -the walls' of the streets, and for general circulation. He 
therein stated that he was come for the regulation of the British Trade to 
China ; "and being of *a rflnk similar to the Viceroy, that he desired to com- 
municate directly through him, but that this was refused, and his letter 
returned. This mahifesto was published pending the expected visit of the 
three Chinese officers; and is understood to have indisposed those officers 
to renew their^communication : negotiation was, however, on foot, to conduct 
their meeting through the Chinese Linguists, and to dispense as much as 
possible with the officers of the Interpreter to the Superintendents ; as well 
as a claim on the part of the Kwang Chow Foo, to be seated on an equality 
* G 
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with Lord Napier: these points were refused by his Lordship, and the effect 
of these combined circumstances prevented any •further visit of the Chinese 
officers to the British Factory. 

7. On the 1 6th of August, an official announcement was made by the 
Viceroy, that, owing to Lord Napier’s determination not to abide by the Vice- 
roy’s requisition for him to return to Macao, until the Emperor’s reply to his 
communication had been received, the Hong merchants had recommended 
the suspension of British commerce ; but that he, the Viceroy, would not defi- 
nitively adopt such advice, in the hope that Lord Napier would cease to* act 
in opposition to the orders which had hitherto guided foreign commercial 
intercourse with the Chinese ; and that he would quit Canton for the present, 
as urged previously to do by the Viceroy. 

8. No further change having occurred, the Viceroy on the 2nd of Sep- 
tember officially announced all trade to be at an end between the Chinese 
and British Subjects; ordered away all Chinese from the factories; and com- 
menced placing a cordon of troops and boats to cut off every means of com- 
munication from Canton ; ordered the Chinese not to supply Lord Napier, 
nor his factory, with provisions ; and adopted every means, short of acts of 
violence, to induce and urge Lord Napier to obey his order to proceed to 
Macao for the present. 

9. Lord Napier immediately requested from His Majesty’s frigates, 
Imogene and Andromache, then at Chumpee, ^ body of marines for his 
protection ; and, although in his Circular on the subject his Lordship stated, 
that one of the causes of the requisition was for the protection of the 
Honourable Company’s Treasury, we wish your Honourable Court to under- 
stand that wc were quite ignorant of his Lordship’s purpose ; and under 
no apprehension whatever for (he safety of the Treasury ; and which, in fact, 
did not contain as much money as many private treasuries in Canton.* 

10. Sir George llobinson was sent from Canton to require His Majesty’s 
frigates to j)ass the Boguc, which they did on the 8th instant ; and to proceed 
to Whampoa, where they anchored on the 11th instant. The Bogue forts, 
and that on Tiger Island, resisted the passage of the frigates, and the latter 
fort is stated to have conducted the fire with great steadiness: one sailor 
was kilh d on each of the frigates, but what the loss bf life has been on the 
part of the Chinese it is difficult to ascertain. The ChTef Superintendent 
stated the cause of the frigates being ordered to Whampoa, to be for the 
protection of the trade, observing, that although the Viceroy had published 
the intention of the Chinese Government to permit British subjects to 
have the advantage of all the property bought or sold before the ICth of 
August, when the Hong merchants first announced the trade to be suspended, 
nevertheless, as it was not officially stopped before the 2nd of September, 
that all engagements between those two dates should be ratified. 

11. It does not appear that the passage of the frigates through the 

Bogue, and their arrival at Whampoa, produced the expected effect on the 
Chinese Government; they do not appear to have made any change in' their 
propositions ; and were only so far intimidated as to strengthen the defences 
in every possible way to prevent the passage of the I'rigates’ boats to 
Canton : and a negotiation being on foot between the Hong merchants ^nd ja 
British house of business in the confidence of Lord Napier, the Chinese officers 
adheretl to the terms of Lord Napier’s departure for Macao, and thp frigates 
for Chumpee, being necessary preliminaries before the suspension of the 
trade would be taken off : to which effect the Viceroy published a proela- 
mation on the evening of the 13th. ’ * 

IQ. On the evening of the 14th, the Chief Superintendent published a 
Circular to the British merchants, stating*that, as the opening of the trade 
depended on his returning to Macao, and as the di^erence between the 
Viceroy and himself was of a personal nature, disconnected with the of>eration 


[* Memorandum: Forci^ Oflico, Febraaiy, 1840.— It is well known that considerable alarm did 
cxiiit with rofT.-inl to the private treasuries ; and that arrangements were actually made tor t^ie convey- 
ance of one of them to Macao, as a place of security. But it i^very possible- thaf -Agents of tpe 
Fast India Cump.-my did not feel the same degree of apprehension on this occ:;^iou as the private 
merchants did. whose mercantile interests were perhaps more intimately coniihcted with a' saecessfhl 
*tcrmiiiation of Lord Napier’s mission to Canton than those of the Company’a Agents.] 
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of commerce^ he requested that tlie cutter Louisa should be sent to Canton 
from Whampoa, to enable his Lordship to leave Canton immediately. 

13. After some negotiation, with the particulars of which we are 
unacquainted, the Chinese Government acceded to the request* irihde to them 
on account of the state of health of Lord Napier, that he should proceed to 
Macao, by the inner passage in a chop boat, where he arrived on the 26th 
September, and the trade is hourly expected to be resumed. 

. 14. By an early opportunity we will forward to your Honourable Court 
all tjie oflScial and other correspondence which has occurred, pending the 
dispute in question; we are unable to do so by the present despatch, but as 
ships, sailing from here in November, will offer a speedy conveyance, the 
delay will not be of long continuation. 

15. Under the circumstances occurring in ('anton, wc were unwilling, 
indeed from the absence of the Chinese from the factory unable, to continue 
to receive cash into our treasury, but we shall re-open it immediately on the 
resumption of business; at the present moment the amount in the treasury is 
321,677,299 dollars. 

16. Mr. Thomas Charles Smith arrived at Macao, on the 10th of Sep- 
tember, by the ship Hythe, and took his seat as Second Member of the 
Honourable Company’s Agency in China, according to the instructions of the 
Honourable Court to that effect. 

17. Since writing the fta^mer part of this letter, the suspension has been 
withdrawn from the trade ; and it is understood that the commercial proceed- 
ings will be conducted as usual, without further obstacles on the part of the 
Chinese Government arising from the recent misunderstandings. 

, We have, 8ic., 

(Signed) J. DANIEL. 

T. C. SMITH. ■ 

J. JACKSON. 


No. 17. 

J. H, Astell, Esq., Secretary, to John Backhouse, Esq. — {Received 

March 14, 1835.) 


Sir, Macao, October 3, 1834. 

IN reference to my letter from this place, under date the 28th ultimo, 
I am directed by His Majesty’s Superintendents to acquaint you, for the 
information of His Majesty’s Government, that the anticipation thevciii 
expressed, has been realized by the rc-opening of the trade at Canton on the 
29th ultimo. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) J. H. ASTELL, 

Secretary. 


* No. 18. 

ai 

J.*P. Davis, Esq., Chief Superintendent, to Viscount Palmerston. — (^Received 

February 23, 1835.) 

My Lo|^, . Macao, October 12, 1834. 

IT has become my paipful task to announce to you the decease, on the 
11th instani, of the Right Honourable Lord Napier, His Majesty’s Chief 
Superintendent. His Lordship’s health had suffered some deterioration from 
the change of climate on the passage out ; but the fever which terminated his 
life, was brop^t on by the hpat and confinement of Canton, in the discharge of 
his duties ; ag^vated, it is to be feared, by the harassing and distressing 
annoyances vwch he experienced there from the Chinese, as well as by tbq 
unnecessary .delay interposed on his passage down to Macao. 

• G 2 
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^ Letters addressed, during Lord Napier’s illilcss, to Mr. Under- Secretary* 
Backhouse, and bearing date the 28th ultimo, and 3rd instant, will already have , 
uppri^ted your Lordship, that the trade at Whampoa had been re-opened by .the 
Chinese; dn the retirement of the late Chief Superintendent to Macao. The 
Viceroy persisted thus far in the course with which lie first commenced, viz.* 
the denial of the official character of Lord Napier, for the reasons stated in h&S' 
Edicts, and the refusal to open any letter from him which was not superscribed' 
as a Petition, or to acquiesce in his residence at Canton. 

In the posture of affairs which has supervened, on the unfortonate 
event of Lord Napier’s decease, it will no doubt appear plainly tp your Loi^ship, 
as it does to myself, that during the actual progress of the trade of H^s Majesty’s 
subjects in this country, and pending the reference home, it is the bounden 
duty of this Commission, most cautiously to abstain from any measures which 
may unnecessarily interrupt the present continuance of those commercial 
transactions with which such important interests arc connected. 

In the absence of any advances on the part of the Chinese, a state of 
absolute silence and quiescence on our part, seems the most eligible course, until 
further instructions shall be received from home. At the same time, that this 
line of procedure hazards nothing, and that the business of the shipping goes 
on, it may occasion to the Local Government, a feeling of uncertainty and 
suspense as to the future, calculated to draw from them some advances which 
mi^ht be turned to good account. ‘ 

The translation of an Edict from the Local Government, relative to the 
two frigates, has just been received, and deserves particular notice. It is the 
same in every respect, as the ' documents always put forth against the stay of 
foreign vessels of u'ar on the coast. JVhilc, however, it narrates every other 
movement of the two ships from their first arrival, it is remarkable that their 
passage of the forts, and their proceeding to Whampoa, are entirely suppressed. 

It is satisfactory to state, that . some delay, which had occurred in 
granting licenses to native pilots for conducting newly-arrived ships up the 
river, has just ceased, and that all vessels can proceed to Whampoa as formerly. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed^ J. F. DAVIS, 
Chief Superintjmdent. 


No. 19. 


J. F. Davi^, Esqi, to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received April 6, 1835.) 

My Lord, Macao, October 28j 1834. 

SINCE the date of my last communication, nothing has occurred to 
interrupt the regular and quiet progress of the British trade at Canton and 
Lintin. 

On the 16th instant, I obtained the copy of a report from , the I^ocal 
Government to Peking, relative to the circumstances connected with Lord 
Napier’s retirement from Canton, a translation of which is recorded on* the 
proceedings. The passage of the' river’s entrance by His Majesty’s sbipsi 
altogether suppressed in a previous document already noticed, is there men- 
tioned, but hinted very slightly, and represented as a ‘mere mistake; and, 
though it is stated that the fire from the forts was returned, the effect of the 
fire is made to appear quite trivial. The rest of the" paper is in che same 
strain of misrepresentation. * ‘ 

. A rumour, which I have fair grounds for believing, allbough' as yet 
unsubstantiated in writing, states that the Viceroy has lost several steps in 
rank, and that he is recalled from office, on account of the lat^ proceedings at 
Canton. What is the precise nature of the charges against him, I cadnot’ as 
yet ascertain ; though it has been stated generally, that his pufiishment WUs'fbr 
" deceiving the Emperor.” Any correct information on this important point, 
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I<shaUin(A oBt»t fo forward to your Lordshipt ai^ soon as obtained^ siacq itymay 
laateriaUy influonco tho procee^i^s of His Majesty’s Government in regard^ to- 
m^ppeal to Peking, or otherwise., , 

il will oitty observei with reference to such an appeal, that should a nicasujRev 
of.'tbe kind; bOi determined on, not through a cumbrous and expensive Kmbassy, 
wttfa its' attendant didiculties of ceremonies, but simply by means of a despatch 
to the mouth of the Peking river ; it might be recommended by such reasons as: 
the following. First, that np fact is better authenticated than the .■general 
ignovaoce’ in which the Local (^vernment kec])s the Court, in regard to the 
Cgnton trade, ai^d its treatment of Europeans ; secondly, that Chinese prin- 
ci^es sahetiou and. invite appeals against the conduct of the distant delegates 
ofthe Erap^or; thirdly, that a reference of the kind was so successful in 
1.759, as to occasion the removal of a. Chief Commissioner of Customs, :at 
Canton, though made by only a subordinate officer of the East India Company* 
Whatever may be the line of proceeding finally adopted by His Majesty’s 
Govewiment, 1 have already' stated my conviction that during the progress 
of '.the commercial transactions of individuals, and awaiting the arrival of 
further instructions from England, this Couimission has no other course - to: 
pursue, than that of absolute silence ; unless, in the probable event very soon 
to be determined, of such spontaneous advances being made by the Chinese 
Gk)vernment, as might admit of the re-commencement of negotiations. 

That such an event is not probable, 1 should surmise, from the circum- 
stances of edicts having been issued by the liocal Authorities (though as yet 1 
have not obtained copies), confirming the first prohibition against the residence 
of the King’s Couimission at .Canton ; and the Company’s Agents here have 
thereupon been requested by the Hong merchants not to sublet any portion of 
their factory to the Superintendents during the continuation of their lease. It 
is, moreover, desired that a Commercial Agent, called by the Chinese, a Tacpail, 
should be sent to Canton, and not a King’s officer. 

1 have, &c., 

(Signed) J. F. DAVIS, 
^Chief Superintendent. 


No. 20. 

Captain Elliot, Secretary, to John Backhouse, Esq. — (^Received March 12, 1835.) 

(Extract.) Macao, November 1, 1834. 

I AM directed by the Chief Superintendent, to inclose the copy of a 
despatch addressed by him to the Right Honourable the Governor General, on 
the 28th ultimo, describing the actual state of public circumstances at this place, 
and* submittifig some general suggestions, with relation to his own intentions. 


Inclosurc in No. 20. 

, , F, Davis, Esq., to Lord William Bentinck, Governor General of India.- 

My Lord, .* ■ Macao, October 24, ldB4, 

THE copies of luy despatches to^the address of Viscount Palmerston, under 
daite the l^th and 13th instant, already forwarded to Calcutta, will have apprised 
your Lordship of the nlelancholy event of Lord Napier’^ decease, after having 
exhausted every endeavour to establish his Commission at Canton. 

The trade, which was re opened immediately on his Lordship’s retirement 
to Macao, is prosecuted by British subjects as usual; and I niakeno doubt of the’ 
extreme desire of the local authorities to avert by its continuance, as far as lies 
in their own pawer, any unpleasant consequences which they may apprehend from 
tbf iff rejection o^, tbe new British authorities. 
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' I have seen the copy of a report forwarded hy Canton government 
' Pekin, abounding in more than the usual share of misrepresentation common ^ 
Chinese ^documents. Tlie entrance of the river by His Majesty’s ships 
Imogeui and Andromache^ on Lord Napier’s requisition, is ascribed to 
^orance on tlie part of their commanders, and the effect of their hrc on the 
Chinese forts, when compelled to silence them, is confined to the ** shaking of 
some rafters and tiles.” 

At the same time, that the local authorities have evinced their desire to con- 
tinue the trade, it is my duty to state, that I have no expectation of any voluntary 
advances from them towards the recognition of His Majesty’s Commission. 
The government of foreigners, through the medium of the Hong merchants, is 
a system too valuable to the Canton officers, in diminishing their responsibility, 
and enabling them to practise their heavy exactions with impunity, to be readily 
abandoned by them; nor docs there seem any chance of bettering thc'condition 
of the English trade in this respect, unless His Majesty’s Government deem ic 
expedient to adopt measures of coercion, in the event of the previous, and more 
eligible course of a reasonable appeal to Pekin, by the Yellow Sea, having been 
found to fail. 

I was informed by Lord Napier soon after his arrival, that any communica- 
tion with, or rcfei'ence to, Pekin, was strictly forbidden by his instructions, without 
authority from home ; and this has been confirmed by a perusal of his Lordship’s 
papers subsequent to his decease. The season di the year, indeed, now precludes 
the adoption of such a course, a great deal earlier than the date at which replies 
might reasonably be expected from England ; and with regard to any measures 
of a coercive nature towards the local government (the policy and justice of which, 
except on the failure of an appeal to Pekin, might be questionable), I feel per- 
suaded, by the tenor of your Lordship’s correspondence on the occasion of the 
Select Committee’s reference to India, in 1831, that no steps of this nature would 
be adopted by your Lordship, except iu the event of the commerce being sus- 
pended. 

Under these circumstances, and during the uninterrupted progress of the 
trade, it is clear to me that the duty of this Commission is to abstain from all un- 
invited approaches towards an intercourse with the government, and to observe a 
a perfect silence pending the references home. A few weeks more will ensure 
the arrival of replies from Pekin, and determine the conduct of the local govern- 
ment towards the Commission. No available opening would be neglected by me; 
and I would in such case, with the possibility of being useful, defer for another 
year my departure from China, notwithstanding my notice given in July last, 
and my engagement with the Company. On the other hand, should it, as 1 
anticipate, appear certain that nothing remains to be done but to allow the trade 
to proceed as usual, until His Majesty’s Government shall have formed its ultimate 
decision, 1 may feel that 1 can be of more use in going home according to my 
original notice and intention, while the Commission is tilled up ad interim accord- 
ing to His Majesty’s standing instructions to that efiect. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) ' J. F.. DAVIS. 


No. 21. 

J. F. Davie, Esq., to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received March 12, 1835.) 

My Lord, Maeao, November 2, 1834. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose copies of two edicts from the Viceroy, or 
Governor, of Canton, in which the English merchants are called upon to elect a 
Taepan (the term applied to the late Company’s Chief), to controul the RngliA 
shipping, and prevent the smuggling system .at Lintin, • where nearly forty 
vessels are now anchored. They are besides directed to write home for a 
Taepan, who is to be a merchant, and not a King’s officer. * The object is of 
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eonrse to keep the controul of the English in the hands of the Hong merchajits^ a* 
tfatem by which the local authorities lighten their own responsibility, add are , 
enabled to practise their exactions on the trade with the greater impunity. 

I have, &c., • • 

(Signed) J. F. DAVIS, 

Ckirf Superintendei^^ 


Inclosure 1 in No. 21. 

Bdict'of the Governor of Canton, addressed to the Hong Merchants. 

October 19, 1834. 

LOO, Governor of Kwangtung and Kwangse, &c. 

To the Hong merchants, requiring tlicir full acquaintance with the contents 
hereof. 

In the trade of the English barbarians to Canton, the responsibility of 
transacting all commercial affairs has hitherto rested on the said nation^s 
Taepan. This year the Company hits been terminated and dispersed; and 
without any other appointment of a Taepan having been made, a barbarian eye 
(Lord Napier) came to Cantdh, saying that he came for tlie purpose of 
examining into the affairs of trade. I, the Governor, commanded the merchants 
to inquire and investigate. The said barbarian eye did not obey the old regula- 
tions, but was throughout perversely obstinate. Now the assistant Foo, 
magistrate at Macao, has reported that Lord Napier has expired at Macao, in 
consequence of illness. For all affairs of trade it is recpiisilc and necessary to. 
choose a person as head and director, that there may be some one to sustain 
the rcs))onsibility. The merchants have already been before commanded to 
examine and deliberate, but have not yet made any report in answer. Uniting 
the circumstances, this order is issued. When the order reaches the said 
merchants, let tlicm immediately obey) and act accordingly; and instantly make 
known to all the separate merchants of the said nation, that they are in a 
general body, to exartiinc and deliberate, what person ought to be made the 
head for directing the siid nation’s trade, and forthwith to report in answer. 
Thereafter the responsibility of conducting public affairs shall rest on the 
barbarian merchant who becomes head and director. 

At the same time, cause the said barbarian merchants immediately to send 
a letter home to their country, calling for the immediate appointment of another 
Taepan, to come to Canton, in order to direct and manage. In the Celestial 
Empire, responsibility in the management of commercial affairs, &c., is laid 
upon the Hong merchants. It is requisite that the said nation should also select 
a commercial man, acquainted with affairs, to come hither. It is unnecessaiy 
agaiil to. appoint a barbarian eye or Superintendent, thereby causing hindrances 
and impediments. 

Let the said Hoifg merchants take also the circumstances of their enjoining 
these orders, and report in answ'er, for thorough investigation to be made. 
Oppose not. These are the orders. 

Taoukwang, 14th year, 9th moon, 17th day. (October 19, 1834.) 


Inclosure 2 in No. 21. 

• . 

Reply of the Govetiior/>f Canton to a Report made by the Hang Merchants. 

LOO, Governor of Kwangtung abd Kwangse, &c., in reply. 

On examination, it appears, that with regard to the trade of the English 
barbarisms at Canton, in all public affsdrs, I, the Governor, with the Superin- 
tendent of Customs at Canton, have always made the said Senior merchants 
re8|K}nBibIe for*qpjoining orders on the Taepan for him to act. Now 
Comply has tennihatea and is dissolved, and the said nation’s barbaric 
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jEQ«ffdh«ntf come hither tp trade, each for himself. If somd other > Tac^an. be 
not appointed, all affairs will become scattered, out. of order*, and without 
arrangement ; just as is the case with the barbarian ships now anchored ii»' the 
offing of Maton, which neither come up to Whampoa to trade, nor yet get 
under weigh. And the said nation's sampan vessels presume of themselves to 
sail in and out, not submitting to examination. And when ordered to inquire 
and investigate, the Hong merchants make excuses of ijgnorance. i What , state 
of thin^ is this? 

. With respect to the barbarian merchants, .whether they have or have not a 
' directing head, is a point that in itself needs no great inquiry into. But we, o 
the Centml flowery (or civilized) nation, always, in all matters of the outsid 
barbarians that relate to public affairs, make the said Senior merehanls above 
responsible. If the said merchants have any matter of a public nature, on. what 
person then shall they enjoin orders to act? or shall they go to the extent of 
quietly leaving the matter disregarded ? 

^hen I, the Governor, commanded to decide respecting a person to be a 
directing head, it was with consideration as to the said Senior merchants 
transacting public affairs ; it was not at all with regard to the barbarians buying 
and selling. What the said merchants have reported, is wholly with respect to 
the bartering of goods ; there is no regard shown to public affairs. This is, 
indeed, a great misunderstanding. Let them again consult and deliberate with 
their whole minds, and report in answer. And, at the same time, let them act 
in obedience to the other order, and make knowm to the said nation’s separate 
merchants, that they are immediately, with haste, to send a letter home to their 
country, calling for the renewed appointment of a commercial man acquainted 
with affairs, to come to Canton and sustain the duties of Taepan, to direct 
buying and selling, and to restrain and controul all the merchants. Specially, 
do not again cause a barbarian eye to come hither to controul affairs, thereby 
occasioning, as Lord Napier did, the creation of disturbances, in vain. All 
nations trading at Canton, do so in consequence of the good favour of the 
Celestial Empire towards men from afar. It is altogether necessary that they 
should obey, and act accordingly to the old rules ; then may there be mutual 
tranquillity. 

Taouiewang, 14th year, 9th moon, 18th day. (October 20, 1834.) 


No. 22. 


J. F. Davis, Esq., to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received March 12, 1835.) 

My Lord, ^ Macao, November 5, 1834. 

HAVING been requested to submit to His Majesty’s Government the 
closed printed statement, I have the honour to fof'ward the same, and 
remain, &c. 

(Signed) J.F. DAVIS. 


. » i Inclosure in No. 22. * * 

Statement of Objedtions to the continuance in China of tC pari of the East InAia 
Company's Factory, for the purpose of selling bills fih India, and purchasing 
bilh on England, by making advances on the goods and merchandize of 
individuaJs intended for consignment to England. 

THE British Chamber of Commerce of Canton being strongly impressed 
with a conviction of the injurious cons^uencQ^ to the merchqtile interests : of 
their country, that must accrue from the East India Copipany continuing, to 



teaintaiii a pitrt' factoty ttt China^ for the ptirpose of carrjjring’Ofl-ttoi^Rgd 

uni>the sale and 'purchase of bills of- exchange, fea eall^ 0i» to tnake-a public 
t dedaratioa of their sentimenteofi the subject. ■ ' ■ < 

It is with deference subthitted that this procedure - of the '.£881 I^tidia 
Gompanjr is an infraction of the Act, 3rd and 4th William IV. cap. 85, which 
declares that they ** consented that their right to trade for their own proittf^in 
coinmon'tvith other His Majesty’s subjects, be suspended,” and enacts accord- 
ingly that they shall “abstain from all commercial business which shall not be 
incident to the clo^ng of their actual concerns, &c., or which shall not be 
carried on for the purposes of the -said government which concluding excep- 
tion, it may be tiifcrred, was designed to legalize their trading In those cases 
where it may be necessftry for realizing Indian revenue, but not their 'applying 
that revenue to commercial purposes after being realized. It may undoubtedly, 
be aigued that the purposes of the Company are promoted by the ultim|te 
object of their dealings here, in transferring to London their surplus revenue; 
yet, as ample facilities exist for the direct accomplishment of this, by the Court 
of Directors drawing on the Indian governments, as well as by these latter 
remitting bills drawn on I.ondon against shipments of Indian produce; it is 
presumed that the Legislature cannot have intended to sanction so wide a depar- 
ture from the principle of the Act as the trafficking without necessity, in the sale 
and purchase of bills, in a foreign country ; the true object of which is, not 
merely to remit, but to make a profit in excess of the direct and natural rate-of 
exchange ; a latitude of action^ which, if allowed, would authorize any species of 
trading, equally with that in exchanges, for the sake of a better remittance. 

The twofold operation, carried on by the Company’s fiictoi^ here, of selling 
one description of bills in order to buy others, [which falls under the legal defi- 
nition of trading,] is so opposite in its nature to the single and allowable object 
of drawing in London upon India, or buying bills for remittance from India to 
London, as to merit particular advertence. 

In India, the facility of obtaining money on shipments to London, arising 
from the Company’s extensive purcliases of bills, tends to increase the de- 
mand for, and support the prices of, the productions of British terri- 
tories. But a similar facility, resulting from their dealings here, by acting a.s a 
powerful incentive to improvident speculation, tends to raise the prices of 
Chinese produce, aiftl thus to benefit a foreign country at the expense of the 
British consumer : wffile, in an equal degree, the productions of our Indian 
territories are deprived of that stimulus which they would receive from the same 
’ operations carried on there. 

On the other hand, the Court of Directors’ bills on India, offered for sale in 
London, afford a means for the employment of individual capital, in place of 
counteracting it by the competition of Indian revenue ; and may, therefore, be 
considered a still more appropriate mode of transferring this revenue to 
England. 

In throwing open the China trade to the whole British nation, tlia Legis- 
latQrc .cannot surely have intended to abridge this right, by permitting the 
East India Company to shut out the British mercantile capital, which must 
necessarily be excluded from it, to the extent that they may occupy the field 
with the revenues of India ; and should the Company's dealings here, with the 
immense revenues of India at their command, be sanctioned by the- Legislature; 
there is nothing to prevent the amount being, in future, almost inclcfinitely 
increased beyond the GOO, 0001. which they propose employing in the present 
year. 

But the mere circumstance of the Rulers of India having any participation 
whatever in the supply of funds to the China trade, is, of itself, calculated to 
deter the British capitalist from advcpluring in a competition where his rivals arc 
sovereigns, whose situation exempts them from subjection to those principles by 
which purely mercantile operations ai^e universally guided, and whicli experience 
has shown to he so indispensiblc to the well-being of every trade, that wide- 
spread ruin is* sooner or later, the certain result, whenever they arc disregarded. 

The Rulers of India thus deterring by their overwhelming competition, ' 
and, to the extent of their dealitigs here, cntjrcly excluding the British capitalist 
from embarkiQif in the trade, it is rendered, in a great measure, dependent on 
the Company, ^o^ regulating the annual amount of their commercial business 



by their convenience or caprice, become, in a certain degree, the arbiters of the 
merchant's proceedings at every stages from the -price he has to pay for his tea, 
its qualities and quantities, to the rate of exchange of the dollar, and even the^ 
rate of freight-; all contingent on the amount of capital supplied by the Com- 
pany, which being previously unknown to the free trader, he is effectually' 
precluded from any satisfactory calculation respecting his future plans. 

By permitting the revenues of India to be employed in the purchase of 
China produce, not only are its prices enhanced, but a most serious barrier is 
interposed to the extension of the trade in British manufactures, which is always 
greatly promoted by transactions in barter; the necessities of the Chinese seller 
often forcing him to seek relief, by taking in exchange British ^ods, which are 
otherwise unsaleable, and for which a market is thus, as it were, created. How 
much is the inducement to this description of business lessened, when the 
Chinese merchant has the means of obtaining from the Company’s factory, two 
thirds of the value of his goods, and the chance of the English market, through 
the East India Company as his agents! 

It does not appear whether the Company’s factory arc authorized to make 
advances on consignments to the British outports ; but, if not, the circumstance 
will form an additional strong ground of objection to a plan which, in such case, 
will exclude the great majority of the British nation, who are out of the verge 
of the metropolis, from a due participation in the China trade. 

To the merchants and agents of Great Britain it may be left to express their 
sentiments respecting the proposal of the Court of Directors to act as consignees 
in Jjondon for parties receiving their advances; a proposal which, liberally seconded 
here, may, if permitted, attract to the Honourable Court no small portion of the 
agency of the China trade. 

Finally, it is submitted, that in this very peculiar country, where the bulk 
of -foreign trade is restricted to eleven Hong merchants, who are also the only 
medium of our intercourse with the Government, so large a command of capital 
in the hands of the Company’s factory, is susceptible of becoming a most 
powerful engine of influence, both commercial and political ; in the former view, 
bringing with it, through an understanding with the Hongs, as close a 
monopoly of the most desirable teas as ever before existed; a monopoly less 
pure, because occult, and not controlled by Act of Parliament; in a political 
view, continuing the existence of an influential body, whom the Chinese have 
been accustomed to regard as paramount here, and whose readier access to the 
Hong merchants, from habit and old acquaintance, may, at any time, afford the 
means of counteracting His Majesty’s Representative. 


Jardine, Matueson, & Co. 
Ja. Innes. 

Arthur Saunders Keating. 
N. Crooke. 

John Templeton & Co. 


R. Turner & Co. 

J. McA. Gladstone. 
J. Watson. 

Wm. Sprott Boyd. 
Andrew Johnston;. 


BrUiah Chamber of Commerce, 
Canton, Oct. 9, 1834. 
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No. 23. 

MemtawnlSkm by the Duke of Wellington. 

March 24, 1835. 

• 

The des|mtches and proceedings of the Commission of Superintendents in 
China, have given us all the information that we can acquire, up to the end of 
October, 1 834 ; and as it is quite obvions, from the reports and proceedings, that 
the attempt made to force upon the Chinese authorities at Canton, an unaccus- 
tomed mode of communication with an authority, with whose powers and of 
whose nature t^ey had no knowledge, which commenced its proceedings by an 
assumption of power hitherto unadmitted, had completely failed ; and as it is 
obvious that such an attempt must invariably fail, and lead again to national 
disgrace ; and as it appears that, as soon as I.>ord Napier had withdrawn from 
Canton to Macao, the trade had been opened, that pilots had been allowed to 
take British ships up the river to Whampoa, and that the trade was flourishing 
as ever when the accounts came away ; it appears that the time is come when 
the Cabinet may take into consideration the means of managing and regulating 
this affair in future. 

It is quite obvious, that the pretext for the jealousy of Lord Napier and his 
Commission, stated by the Chinese, was his high-sounding titles ; the reality, 
was his pretension to fix himself at Canton, without previous permission, or even 
communication, and that he should communicate directly with the Viceroy. 

It does not much signify, as far as the Chinese are concerned, what we call 
our officer in our language. He must not go to Canton without their permission. 
He must not depart from the accustomed mode of communication. 

For our own purposes, and for the sake of the trade, he must be a man of 
naval, military, or official rank and reputation: he must be one in whose firmness 
and di.scretion w’c can rely ; and he must have great powers to enable him to 
controul and keep in order the King’s subjects. 

By the 5th Clause of the 3rd and 4th William IV., c. 93, the King is 
enabled to appoint by Commission or Warrant, not exceeding three of his sub- 
jects to be Superintendents of the Trade of His Majesty’s subjects to and fi'om 
China, to settle such gradation among the said Superiittendents, (one of whom 
shall be styled tfje Chief Siipcrinterfdcnt,) and to appoint such officers to assist 
them in the cxecutioo of their duty ; and to grant such salaries to Superintendents 
and officers as His Majesty shall, from time to time, deem expedient. 

The 6th Clause enables the King to give to the Superintendents, by Order 
in Council, power and authority over the trade of his subjects in China, to make 
regulations, by Order in Council, touching the said trade, and for the govern- 
ment of the King’s subjects within the said dominions ; and to impose penalties 
and imprisonment for the breaea of the same, to be enforced, as s^xicificd in the 
said Order ; and to create a Court of Justice, with criminal and admiralty juris- 
diction, for the trial of offences, committed by His Majesty’s subjects within the 
iliaid dominions, and the ports and havens thereof, and to appoint one of the 
Sup'erintendents to be the ofiieer to hold such Court, and other officers for 
executing the process thereof, and to grant such salaries as to His Majesty shall 
appear reasonable. 

The expense of the establishment formed under the authority of the Act of 


Parliament, was £18,200. The offices were as follows : 

£ 

One Chief Superintendent . . 6,000 

. One Second Superintendent . . 3,000 

One Third Superintendent 2,000 

One Secretary and Treasurer . . L.'iOO 

One Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 1,300 

One Chaplain • . . . . 1,000 

One Surgeon 1,500 

One Assistant Surgeon . . . 800 

One Master Attendant . . . 800 

One Clerk of a superior class, to act as 

Registrar of the Court of Judicature 300 


£ 18,200 


H2 
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£ • i 

The Master Attendant has been abolished 800 
The Assistant Surgeon' might possibly be 

discontinued ..... 800 , . 

' The TInrd Superintendent to be dis- 
continued ..... 2,000 

The Second Superintendent to receive 

£2,000 instead of £3,000. Saving . 1,000 

£4,600 
1 

Total remaining expense £13,600. 

1 see that II is Majesty has the power to appoint not exceeding three 
Superintendents. 1 would recommend one Chief Superintendent, and one 
Second Superintendent. 

The Act of Parliament enables the King, by Order in Council, to appoint 
one of the Superintendents to hold the Court. 1 would recommend that the 
Second Superintendent should be a' gentleman of the legal profession, and that 
he should be appointed to hold the Court. 

According to this mode of proceeding, the whole plan can be carried into 
execution’ without altering the Act of Parliament. 

It might be expedient to give the succession <o the office of Chief Superin- 
tendent, by warrant under the Sign Manual, to the Seerctary and Treasurer 
instead of the Second Superintendent, be being a gentleman of the legal 
profession, upon the death or sudden coming away of the First Superintendent. 

If provision should thu.s be made for really forming a Court, it would he 
necessary fo frame some simple rules of praetjpe, which might be carried into 
execution without the assistance of gentlemen of the legal profession, who would 
not be found in the Canton river. 

If the Cabinet should be disposed to adopt this plan, I would give immediate 
directions for the draft of the proposed Order in Council, to make the necessary 
alterations and arrangements. 

Some alterations must likewise be made in the Instri;ctions to the Superin* 
tendents under the Royal Sign Manual. 

They are instructed to proceed to and reside at the port of Canton. 

The port of Canton is described as being within the Bocca Tigris, to which 
point it is stated that His Majesty’s ships are not to go. 

The Superintendents therefore arc required to go to, and reside at, the place 
to which the Chinese authorities will not allow them to go, and at which they 
will not allow them to reside. , 

This and other matters require alteration. 

It will be in the power of the Government hereafter to decide whether any 
effisrt shall be made at Pekin, or elsewhere, to improve our relations with China, 
commercial as well as political. That which we require now is, not to lose the 
enjoyment of what we have got. 

1 would recommend, that till the trade has taken its regulah: peaceable course, 
particularly considering what has passed recently, there should always be within 
the Consul General’s reach, a stout frigate and a smaller vessel of war. 


No. 24. 

J. F, Davis, Esq.f to Viscount Palmerston. — (Deceived April 6, 1635.) 


My Lord, Macao, November 1\* 183-1. 

I HAVR now the honour to inclose two additional edicts^ from the 
Governor of Canton, resuming the purport of two preceding papers of the 19th 
and 20th October, already forwarded to your Lordship. 

These have all been addressed, through the qaedium of th^ Hong mer- 
chants, to the principal mercantile houses of Canton, but we Relieve, have not 
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been otherwise noticed than to pb^erye that copstituted authorities from tl)e 
Crown being alread;^ liere, no In'diyidual merchant can a^ume ^e ofiice of Chief 
for British affairs. , , , 

If the urgency 6'f these edicts concerning the appointment of a- Chief may 
be viewed as affording (and I conceive that they do afford) a reasonable evidence 
of the Viceroy’s uneasiness and perplexity in the present unsettled state of 
aflairs at Canton, 1 would not reject the hope . that some early advance on the 
part of the Local Government to the Commission is within the scope of a 
reasonable probability. 

Being duly sensible of the inconveniences that may attend the absence of 
a Brifish controlling authority from Canton, I will only repeat the expression of 
my assurance,* that this Commission will avail itself gladly of any favourable 
opening to commence a negotiation with the Local Government. 1 must, how- 
ever, state my conviction, that any adjustment ought to take place as the result 
of a mutual necessity and that an unbecoming and premature act of sulunis- 
sion, on our part, under present circumstances, could not fail to prove a fruitless, 
if not a mischievous, measure. 

An edi(;t has been issued, througli the inflnence of the Ilong merchants, 
against the uidiccnscd traders, its object being, of course, to strengthen the 
monopoly of the Hongs. I have the satisfaction to observe that the difficulties 
of the Viceroy seem to have hcen increased by this measure. A considerable 
ferment has been created in the native commercial community ^ and a species of 
Trades-unions, composed of numerous bodies of manufacturers and dealers, have 
combined to molest the Hong merchants, and petition the government. 

A letter just received from a correspondent at Canton, informs me, — “ A 
large body of weavers and workmen proceeded to Alowqua and the other Hongs 
yesterday, and have to-day gone to the Viceroy’s palace.” 

As the t’oTnmission deemed it advisable, under existing circumstances, to 
issue a notice of a sedative character, to the British Traders at Canton, 1 inclose 
the coi)y of a circidar which was sent to the principal mercantile houses on the 
10th instant. As there i.s every probability of its indirectly coming to the 
knowledge of the 1-iOcal Government, it has been worded with that view, care- 
fully avoiding any expression that should pledge the Cbmmission, or His 
Majesty’s Government, to ahy particular course of action, and leaving all things 
doubtful as to the future. It was deemed advisable to dwell on the impossibility 
of the private merchants \)cing made a channel for the. communication to His 
Majesty of the wishes of the Chinese Government. British subjects are, at the 
same time, called upon to conduct their commercial dealings in becoming tran- 
(i[uillity, until some fitting relations shall have been established with the native, 
authorities. 

1 have, &c., 

(Signed) J. F. DAVIS, 

Chief Superintendent. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 24. 

» * Edict of the Governor of Canton addressed to the Hong Merchants. 

LOO, bearing the insignia of the highest rank, degraded from official rank, 
but temporarily retained in the office of Governor of the provinces Kwangtung 
and Kwahgse, hereditary Kingchaytoowei of the first class, &c., issues this 
order to the senior Hong merchants, requiring them to enjoin the order on the 
separate merchants of the. English nation, that they may make themselves 
fully acquainted therewith. 

England and the Ceittral flowery Nation, separated from each other by 
several myriads of miles, have traded at Canton for a hundred and several tens 
of years. • The means by which they have long continued mutually tranquil, 
have been the. good and careful establishment of laws, and the possession of 
individuals to manage the direction of affairs. The said nation’s Company has 
hitherto appointed a Taepan to have the management of all public afiairs. In 
the lOtli year of 'Eaoqkwang, (1830,) the then Governor, Lee, having learned, 
that after the 13tlf year the Company would terminate and ba dissolved, 
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ctxmmanded the Hong merchants to enjoin orders on the said nation’s 
. merchants to send a letter home to their country, to call for -the renewed 
appointment of a Taepan to come to Canton, as is in record. Hiis year 
the Company has been dissolved, and for a Taepan there is no one. I, 
the Governor, was just giving orders to the Hong merchants to examine and 
deliberate, when in the 6th Moon (July), an English barbarian, Lord Napier, 
calling himself a barbarian eye, came to Canton to examine and manage 
commercial matters. Without having received a red permit from the Custom- 
. house, suddenly he rushed up into the barbarian factories outside the city, and 
there resided. I, the Governor, at that time commanded the Hong merchants 
to inquire and investigate for what he came to Canton, add immediately to 
state the same clearly, for the purpose of enabling me to make a report 
requesting the will and mandate of the Great Emperor, that the same might 
be obeyed and acted on. The said barbarian eye did not at all inform them of 
the occasion of his mission, but afterwards repaired to the city gate' to throw 
in a private letter. I, the Governor, because the fixed regulations of the Celes- 
tial Empire do not admit a private (or clandestine) interchange of letters with 
outside nations, found it inexpedient to receive it, but commanded that the 
particulars contained in the letter should be told to the llong merchants, that 
they might report the same. 

It being the said barbarian eye’s first entrance into the Central flowery 
land, so that he was yet unacquainted with tl^e rules and prohibitions, 1 took 
the old established rules and regulations, and commanded the Hong merchants 
to enjoin commands on him, telling him of the difficulty of opposing the fixed 
principles of dignity, and the propriety of keeping the old regulations, carefully 
and minutely explaining to and guiding him, twice and a third time. The 
said barbarian eye would not obey the perfect laws, but pcrseveringly desired 
•to have intercourse by oflicial documents and letters, with the civil and military 
officers of the Central flowery land. But I found on examination, that the said 
nation has not heretofore had intercourse by oflicial communications with the 
Central flowery land, ani that trade also is not what officers can attend to ; that 
the matter, therefore, ig one which positively cannot be brought into operation. 
The said barbarian eye still obstinately adhering to his own views and notions, 
the Hong merchants, on account of his disobedience of the laws, ])etitioned, 
requesting stoppage of trade. I, the Governor, considered tliat the said 
nation’s king had repeatedly presented tribute, thereby manifesting a reverential 
submission to the Celestial Empire, and that all the separate merchants have 
come from far across the seas, all purposing to fish for gain ; also that the 
rhubarb, tea, &c., of this inner land, arc what the said nation absolutely 
requires, 1 could not, therefore, bear, on account of the fault of one man, 
Lord Napier, to cause all the merchants to fail of their gains, and the whole 
nation to be overwhelmed with sorrow. I further replied, again clearly and 
perspicuously, commanding the Hong merchants once more to explain to 
and direct him. And fearing yet that the Hong merchants, in enjoining orders, 
hud failed of clearness and perspicuity, I gave a special appointment to the 
Chefoo, (or Civil Chief Magistrate,) a great officer, to pcQceed, accompanied by 
the Military Commandant of Kwang Chow Foo, to inquire in person. It may 
be said that I showed compassion in the highest degree. But the said barbarian 
eye still did not tell plainly the occasion of his mission, nor would he receive* 
the Linguists as interpreters, so that the officers deputed, had no means of 
reasoning with and instructing him, and for all the merchants ituras difficult to 
have commercial intercourse. It was unavoidable to close the shipst holds 
according to law. 

At that time, clear orders were issued by proclamation, that if the said 
barbarian eye would come to a knowledge of repentance of his error, and* would 
obey and keep the old regulations, then might the trade continue as of old. 
Yet the said barbarian eye did not come to a knowledge of his faiflts ; but, in 
the first instance, called about him barbarian soldiers, bringing with them guns 
and muskets up to Canton, and followed up the same by calling^ on the cruizing 
ships to push in through the maritime entrance. And when the various forts 
opened a thundering fire to stop them, the cruizing vessqls had the daring . 
presumption to let off their guns, returning resistance, and‘ so shaking and 
destroying the dwelling places within the forts; and they soiled on to Whampoa, 
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in the tnnier river. Instance upon instance they gave of contemptuous trifling«* 
going, indeed, far beyond the bounds of reason. 

On examination, 1 found that the things in which the said cruizing vessels ' 
trusted were only guns and fire ; while the military bands of l,he. Celestial 
Empire could gather (densely) as the clouds, and their guns and weapons he 
collected together (abundantly) as the hills, I, the Governor, sent to assemble 
naval and military officers, with naval vessels to stop up the passage of the 
river before and behind, so that the said nation’s two cruizing vessels, with 300 
or 400 men, having entered far into the important territory, had no way cither 
of advancing or of going out. What difficulty would there have been in' 
immediately sweeping them off completely? It was owing to this, that not 
having been ‘immediately exterminated, the said barbarian eye did repent of his 
crimes, and make humble supplication, and thereupon was allowed to obtain 
a permit to go down to Macao, as well as (for the ships) to retire to the 
outer seas. 

I, the Governor, am fully of opinion that this affair did not proceed from 
intentions of the said nation’s King, and also that it had no concern with the 
general body of the merchants. Looking upwards, 1 have embodied the Great 
Emperor’s liberality (expansive) as heaven and earth, which regards all with the 
same benevolence, cherishes with virtue those from afar, and esteems not the 
array of force. The matters, as detailed from first to last, in the official 'replies 
and edicts, were before printed and published by proclamation, being stuck up 
in the general thoroughfares, 't^iis is what the said separate (British) merchants 
have all universally known, and universally seen. 

Now the opening of the port of the metropolis of Canton to trade is owing 
to the good favour of the Celestial Empire. Tlie fevr, mean, petty hundreds of 
thousands of commercial duties, arising from outside realms, affect not the 
treasures of the revenue the value of a hair, or a feather’s down. 

And what the said nation’s merchants furnish towards these gains from 
commerce is commited but by thousands. The said nation’s King, in sending 
Ijord Napier hither, assuredly did not command hint to create trouble, or to 
indulge rashness, hastiness, and waywardness. If now there were a person 
from another country to go to England, and thus occasion* commotion, the said 
nation’s King certainly would not bear with him. Were it not for the exj)ansive 
benevolence and grdat liberality of the Great Emperor, Lord Napier having 
failed in the command* and disgraced the country, all the merchants would 
, have had to go back, after labour in vain, with their wealth and property 
injured and wasted ; could they, as at this time, have been all rendered grateful 
by the enjoyment of pleasure and profit ? 

It is now reported to me, that Lord Napier has died of sickness at Macao. 
ITie said separate merchants have opened their holds, buying and selling; which 
shows in all the merchants a profound knowledge of the great principles of dignity. 
It is altogether worthy of praise and esteem. But the ships are many, and the 
individuals numerous, rendering unavoidable a want of combination, order, and 
arrangement.* It is plain that there should be one or two trustworthy, honest 
men selected, to ha\^ a temporary controul and direction. Thus may there be 
for all things a responsibility. At the same time, they should immediately, 
wUh speed, send a letter to their country, stating, that although the Company 
is dissolved, yet, as the said nation trades here, it is absolutely requisite that 
there be a person to have the management of all public affairs; and that a 
commercial man, thoroughly acquainted with the great principles of ^ignity, 
should still be appointed by the said nation, to become a Taepan, and come to 
Canton to direct and controul.' This is an affair of buying and selling ; it is not 
what officers can attend to the management of. In this inner land, the Hong 
merchants are always held responsible ; and so the said nation also positively 
must select and appoint a trading mani On no account may an official eye be 
again ap{k>mted, to occasion, as Lord Napier did, the creation of trouble and 
disturbance, in vain, and the involvement of all the merchants, which is 
detrimental t<f a right course of things. 

Uniting the circumstances, this edict is issued. 'When the edict readies ' 
the said (Hong) jnerchants,. let them immediately enjoin and make known these 
orders. Oppose not. A special edict. 

14th year o^- Taoidcwang, 9th moon, 2l8t day. (October 23rd, 1834.) 
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Incloaure 2 in No. 24. 

Edict of the Governor of Canton addressed to the Hong Merchants. 

November 6, 1834. 

LOO, Secondary Guardian of the Heir-Apparent, bearing insignia, of the 
•highest rank. President of the Tribunal of War, Governor of the Provinces 
Kwangtung and Kwangse, Hereditary King-chay-too-wei ©f the first class, 
degraded from official standing, but retained in office, &c., issues .this order to 
the Senior Hong Merchants, to be enjoined on the separate merchants of the 
English nation, requiring their full acquaintance with the contents thereof. 

^ It is on record, that on the 1st day of the 10th moon in the 14th year of 
Taoukwang (November 1st), the following Supreme Mandate was respectfully 
received. 

“ The English barbarians have an oj)en market in the inner land, but there 
has hitherto been no interchange of official communications ; it is however 
absolutely requisite, that there should be a person professing general controul, to 
have the special direction of affairs. J^et the said Governor immediately order 
the Hong merchants to command the said separate merchants, that tlicy send 
a letter back to their country, calling for the u])pointuient of another person as 
Taepan to come for the controul and direction of commercial affairs, in accord- 
ance with the old regulations. Rcsj)cct this.” 

On examination, it appears that whereas the English Company having this 
year been dissolved and ended, all the separate merchants come to trade at 
Canton, and affairs arc under no general controul ; I, the Governor, did issue 
orders to the said merchants to enjoin orders on the said nation’s separate 
merchants, requiring them to send a letter back to their country, to call for the 
appointment of another ^^erson as Taepan, to come to Canton, to have the 
controul and direction, as is on record. 

Now the above jiaving been respectfully received, I forthwitli reverently 
copy it, and command obedience thereto. When this order reaches the said 
merchants, let them immediately pay obedience, and enjoin orders, on the 
separate merchants of the English nation, that they rcsj)cctfully obey the 
mandate and pleasure of the Great Emperor, immediately sending a letter back 
to their country to call for the appointment of another person, a commercial 
man, thoroughly acquainted with the great principles of dignity, to come to 
Canton and direct commercial affairs, that there may be an undivided respon- 
sibility. An official eye must not be again appointed, occasioning, as did Lord 
Napier, the creation of disturbances, in vain, with the involvement of all the 
merchants, and with detriment to public affairs. Oppose not. A special 
order. 

14th year of Taoukwang, 10th moon, 4th day. (November 6, 1834.) 


Inclosurc 3 in No. 24. 

• Notice to British Subjects in China. 

Macao, November 10, 1834. 

THE Superintendents have during the last few weeks devoted their sifirious 
consideration to the state in which past occurrences have placed His Majesty’s 
Commission in China, and think it due to the British Community to afford 
to them the following succinct statement of theii; views bn the subject. 

^ Any determination in regard to the future, which it may seem fit to Ilis 
Majesty in his wisdom to adopt, the Superintendents will not presume to anti- 
cipate. It has been their duty humbly to submit a full detail of all the events 
which have transpired since the arrival of the ^Commission id piiina, and 'tliis 
they have faithfully performed. It is proper to add, that, im accordance witli 
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instructions under the Royal Sign Manual, a transcript of the same report has 
been forwarded in duplicate to his Excellency the Right Honourable the* 
Governor-General of India. 

Adverting then to the situatix^n in 'K'hich His Majesty’s servants have b^en 
placed by the denial of the Canton Government to acknowledge . tlieir public 
character, or admit them to official coinimunicationV they dannol but regret the 
inconveniences which may result to both English and Chinese from so strange 
and anomalous a state of affairs. It is manifest, that under these circumstances, 
no channel exists for the conveyance, ip an autlieutic shape, of miy ejcpression 
of the ’views or wislies of the Chinese Government to His Majesty’s knowledge. 
'I’he local authorities, after having from the very first arrival of the Conxinissiop' 
on their shores, 'persisted in rejecting the . only . legitimate means of <;6m- 
inunication, ’have no reasonable ground of complaint, should their. requisition's 
remain unanswered. 

The Superintendents are led to make the preceding reflections in conse- 
(luencc of its having come to their knowledge that several papers have been 
addressed to the private merchants at Canton, purporting to emanate from the 
Local Government, and containing matter which it is desired may be submited 
to His Majesty’s knowledge. After making every allowance for the strangeness 
of the Chinese to external relations, it is difficult to believe that the Canton 
authorities, who constantly j)rofcss to act in conformity to reasonable principles, 
should have voluntarily jdaced themselves in so false a position. To judge by 
mere intrinsic evidence, it mig;ht be fairly inferred that the particular papers 
alluded to were not authentic. An\' other conclusion would involve the extra- 
vagant belief that the high officers of the Chinese Government, enlightened men, 
and practised in the proprieties of public busine.sis, would place themselves in 
the helpless position of attempting to convey the wishes of their own Sovereign 
to I Us Majesty the King of England through the incongruous medium tif 
commercial correspondence. Such a course would be at variance with all sound 
principles of dignity, and a departure from every dictate of reason. It would be 
to derogate from tlie majesty of their own Sovereign, and to expose themselves 
to the certainty of preventing their communieations from receiving the slightest 
degree of attention. 

Under present circumstances, the Superintendents mU^t at once declare that 
they cannot sec the leasi occasion to open communications wdth the local 
authorities. However piuch they might have deemed it their duty, if suitably 
approached, to forward a decorous communication to His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, they must repeat that in the actual state of things they consider 
themselves bound to await in perfect silence the final determination of 
the King, 

Pending this interval, the Superintendents have to svibinit .some few 
suggestions to His Majesty’s subjects resident in China, and they do so in u 
spirit of serious earnestness, and with the conviction that the vast importance 
of the subject will insure to their remarks the most attentive consideration. 
They formally counsel and enjoin the King’s subjects, each in his own place, 
and by* all the influence of his example, to avoid or j)revcnt the chauce of 
affording a plausible ^ground of complaint to the Chinese, and to refrain, as. 
much as possible, from allusions to the past, dr anticipations with regard to the 
fi'Vure. In tine, to impress the Local Government and the people, by the 
deliberate reserve of their conduct, with a proper sense of (he contidcnce reposed 
ill our Sovereign’s wi.sdom to conceive and power to. execute any measures 
which may be deemed necessary for the establishment of all thing's on. a sure 
and jTcrmaneut foundation. 

If any wellfouhded complaint against the conduct of the Chinese authorities 
towards British subjects- should arise, the Superintendents trust that it will be 
preferred to them, and that the decision, as to the best' course to be pursued, 
will be remitted to theqr judgtaent. They deem it su{>erfluou.s to insist uppn 
their desire to giv.e to sUch questions the most anxious consideration ; and to 
provide the most suitable way to a remedy. 

The Superiiitendents will only observe, in conclusion, that these suggestions 
with regard to the procedure of British subjects under existing circupastances, 
have by ho means been made because they apprehend that the advice paaiy be 
practically nec6ssary, but rather to draw attention to the subject, yvith a view 

. . j 
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to inducing such a temperate and judicious course of conduct during the 
interval of the reference to the Supreme Powers* as shall ensure the most 
prosperous results. 

By order of the Superintendents. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Secretary. 


No. 25. 

Captain ElUot to J. Backhouse, Esq. — (Received April §, 1835.) 

(Extract.) Macao, November 17, 1834. 

1 AM desired by the Superintendents to transmit a document, recently 
procured, containing the Imperial answers to the communications forwarded to 
Peking by the f.«ocal Government, announcing the forcing of the Bocca Tigris 
Passage by His Majesty’s ships, in the month of September last. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 25. 

Edict of the Governor of Canton, containing tlie Imperial answers respecting 
British intercourse and the arrival of Lord Napier at Canton. 

I, THE Governor, on the 13th day of the 8th moon, in the 1 4th year 
of Taoukwang (September 15th), united with Tsang, the Commander-in-Chief 
of the land forces, together with your Excellency the Fooyuen and Chung the 
Hoppo, in forwarding, by the post conveyance, a duly prepared report of the 
English ships of war having sailed into, and anchored in the inner river, — of 
precautionary measures having been taken against them, — and of those who 
guarded (the port) with such remissness, — with the officers who had neglectc-d 
their guard, having been severely degraded, and subjected to inquiry. Now, on 
the 17th day of the 9tli month (October 19th), the following reply in vermilion 
has arrived : — . 

“ It seems that all the forts have been erected in vain ; they cannot beat 
back two barbarian ships ; — ^it is ridiculous — detestable. If the military opera- 
tions be reduced to such a state as this, it is not surprising that the barbarians 
regard them slightingly. My further pleasure shall be given. Respect this.” 

On the same day was received an express from tlie Tribunal of War, 
forwarding the following Sujjreme Mandate, received by the Cabinet on the 3rd 
day of the 9th moon, in the 14th year of Taoukwang (October 5th). 

‘ ‘ This day it is authenticated, that Loo and his colleagues have sent a 
reix)rt by post, of the English ships of war having broke into the inner river, 
and of their having dispatched forces to drive them 'out. . ^ . 

“ On this occasion, the English barbarian eye. Lord Napier, having come 
to Canton to trade, did not obey the laws. The said barbarian ships of war, 
two in number, with 300 and some tens of men, having anchored in the outer 
seas, the said Governor did, during the 6th moon, forward a communication 't<. 
the Naval Commander-in-Chief, I.c, for the appointment of a Tsantseang, Kaou- 
e-yutig, to proceed to the maritime entrance, and maintain a preventive guard ; 
and for directions to be given to the officers of the Admiral’s own division, to 
command and maintain a strict and close look-out on the forts. And, after the 
said Governor and colleagues had, according to laws, closed the ships’ holds, he 
again sent a communication fur a preventive guard to be maintained, that the 
barbarian ships might not be permitted to 'enter the port. But, after all, they 
were so remiss in keeping up guard, that the said ships of war, on thp 5th day 
of the 8th moon (September 7th), taking advantage of the flood-tide, broke in 
through the maritime entrance ; and when the military, of the^ several forts 
.opened a thundering fire on them, the said barbarian ships let off their guns, 
attacking them in return, and passed on. On the 9th, they arrived at 
vWhaui^a reach, at a distance of 60 lee from^ the city, and*there anchored. 
The said Governor and colleagues have now 'appointed a iiaval force with 
severity to drive them out. i 
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" Kaow-e-yung, Tsantseang of the Admiral of Kwangtung's own divttion, 
having been sent in the 6th moon, to mountain a preventive guard at the 
maritime entrance, his presuming to suffer the said barbarian force to sail into* 
the inner river, was extremely negligent. As to his assertion, that the barbarian 
ships took advantage of the tide, and sailed in with the wind, so thht fhey could 
not be stayed or hindered, it is difficult to insure that it has not been his 
purpose to embellish and gloss over the thing. Let Kaow-e-yung be, in the 
first instance, degraded from his rank, and made to bear the Cangue before all 
men, at the maritime entrance. And further, let the said Governor ascertain 
clearly if he be guilty of the offence of having, with contemptuous waywardnessi 
glossed the mattcir over ; and if so, let him immediately, with severity, forward 
accusation sygainst him, awaiting the officers who kept the forts with such care- 
lessness and neglect, since there were additional men appointed to aid in keeping 
them, be all, in the first instance, subjected to wear the Cangue, in all the 
forts publicly., as a warning. At tlie same time, let inquiry be made respecting 
the circumstances of their neglect and wayward indulgence, and let accusation 
be also preferred against them. 

“ With regard to Le, the Naval Coramander-in-Ghief, the maritime guard 
is under his especial care ; but the said barbarian ships broke in through the 
entrance, and all the forts and military in charge of them, could not beat back 
two barbarian vessels. It is indeed deserving of most bitter detestation ! It 
seems that all the forts have been erected in vain. If the operations of war be 
reduced to such a state as this, «what is it that the said Commander-in-Chief is 
daily attending to ? Lee has at present, on account of illness, preferred a request 
for relaxation. He is certainly unworthy of employment. Let him, in the first 
instance, be degraded from his rank ; and after the afiair is settled, my further 
pleasure and decree shall be made public. 

“ Jjoo, Governor of the two Kwang j)rovinces, having stated that, in the 
6th moon, he sent communications and held consultations concerning the 
adoption of preventive measures, the affair is not to be compared with one 
unanticipated, to which the land cannot be at once applied. He ought certainly 
to have selected and appointed vigorous individuals to make preparations and 
maintain a strict guard. Ilow' comes it that the said .barbarian ships were 
suflered to enter the river, and could not be prevented or kept back ? It arises 
from the said Governor’s want of plans and lack of valour. The blame he 
cannot cast off. He has injured the Majesty of the nation, and has greatly 
failed of the duties of his ministry. Let Loo be deprived of the title, Guardian 
of the Heir-apparent ; let his two-eyed peacock’s feather be plucked out ; and 
let him, in the first instance, be degraded from his official standing, but tempo- 
rarily retained in the office of Governor of the two Kwang provinces ; that, 
bearing his offences ujion him, he may direct the arrangement (of this afiair). 
Should he truly arrange it speedily, and end it with security and propriety, he 
may yet receive some little indulgence and slight diminution of his sentence. 
If he continue to involve himself in errors, and cause future misfortunes, he 
must l>e acted with according to martial law', without admission of any 
indulgence. Tremble fearfully liereat. lie attentive hereto. Respect this.” 

On the same da^^ was also received a letter IVom the great Ministers of the 
Council, addressed to Ha, General Commandant of the city garrison ; I.iOO, 
Gbvernor of the two Kwang provinces ; and Ke, Fooyucn, announcing the 
issue, on the 3rd day of the 9th moon, in the 14th year of Taoukwang, of the 
following supreme mandate. 

” Ijoo and his colleagues have sent a report, by a speedy post conveyance, 
of the English barbarian ships having broke into the inner river, and of forces 
having been dispatched to drive them out. My decree and pleasure have 
already been plainly delivered, directing the several punishments of the said 
Governor and others. 

“ Oft this occasion; the English ships of war having anchored in the outer 
seas, during the 6th moon of tjie present year, Loo did send communications to 
the Naval Cqmmander-in-Chief Lee, calling for a strict and close preventive 
guard. Had, indeed, a preventive guard been kept with fidelity and vigour, • 
how could the inner river have been broken into? But on the 5th day of the 
8th moon (Segtfimber 7th), thq said harbariah ships of war, taking advantage of 
the fiood-tide, broke in through the maritime entrance ; and when all the 
military opened /i thundering fire upon them, they had the presumption to let 
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bff their' guns, returning rcsistancie. And, after tlie passage of the forts at the 
Bogue, and on Kwangtung liad been forced, they^ on the 7th, passed straight on 
'by the Tiger Island fort ; and, on the 9th, arrived at Whampoa reach, distant 
sixty lee kom the city, and there anchored. It seems that all the forts have 
been erected in vain; they cannot beat back two barbarian ships; it is 
ridiculotis ! — detestable ! If the military operations be reduced to such a 
state as this, it is not surpri:ting that the outside barbarians regard them 
slightingly. 

“ Now the said Governor and colleagues report that they have set'^apart 
twelve large vessels, and having filled each of them with a thousand peculs of 
large stones, have sunk them crosswise ; — that in the watei*, they have had 
large cables stretched across ; and that they have further had wooden spars laid 
on the surface of the w'ater, to stop up the passage by water to the city. Also, 
that they have appointed two large war vessels of the Admiral’s own division, 
and six large vessels, the main squadron, with twenty-two river crvrtzing vessels, 
from the various stations of the districts Sin-hwuy and Shun-tih, with men and 
military munitions, to keep up a strict cruizing- guard, 'i’hey have further 
appointed 300 troops from the* Governor’s own regiments, 300 from the 
Fooyucn’s own regiments, 700 from the Commander-in-Chiers division of 
army, and 300 able-bodied men from the district militia, to prepare guns and 
musketry on either shore, in order to guard the land-passages. To the 
T'a-hwang-haon branch of the river, they have sent Tsantseang Loo, Peih 
yuen, with above twenty cruizing boats, to obstruct the passage there ; and 
wooden spars have also been used to stop up the river. Likewise, on the river 
opposite, wooden palisades were set up ; and the Tooszc ITuug-fa-ko has been 
sent, at the head of .500 veteran troops of the Governor’s ow'n, and with a 
naval force of 100 men, to move tliither portable guns, and also large guns, 
calculated even to rend hills and cause terror afar oft‘. Of these men, 150 have 
been placed in charge of the fort, and 350 encamped without, in readiness to 
come uj) to their aid.. 

“ Tx)n, fearing that the Macao barbarians, the Portuguese, might be enticed 
over by the English barbarians, dispatched the Footseiing Tsin-yu-ebang, with 
a civil officer, to command them plainly, and to si)^ead themselves about, and 
also to keep watch over all things, that no evils of retfiissness might arise. The 
said Portuguese barbarians manifested, in a high degree^ reverential submission, 
and were excited to express their willingness to keep guard themselves. These 
arrangements were exceedingly proper. 

“ Further, in a supplementary report, it is stated, that at this time the 
passage before (the ships of war) is completely stopped up in two places, and 
behind them also, at Chang-chow-kang (near second bar) large stones have 
been qxiarried and made ready, and 300 troops of the * brave and pure’ ’Regi- 
ment have been sent, under command of the Yew-keih Wang-luh, to maintain 
guard ; that, as soon as the war vessels from Kcc-shih and other places, have 
entered the river, the stones may be immediately used to block up the river 
within. The said barbarian vessels will then have no passage for going 'out. 
.... They have further |)rcpared a hundred and some ^ens of Vessels, large 
and small, in which have been secretly concealed saltpetre, sulphur, fire wood, 
straw, and other -combustibles, for the purpose of an attack by fire. 

“ The English barbarians are of a violent and overbearing disposition, an(f 
they cherish plans great and deep. This has long been the case. On this 
occasion, the barbarian vessels arc only two in number, and the foreign sailors 
do not exceed 300 or 400 men. If, indeed, the passages for advancing and 
retreating be both cut off , ‘ the beast will-tfaen be taken — the fish caught what 
difficulty can there be in making a clear sweep in a moment ? The said 
barbarian eye, Ijord Napier, having stated that he came to Canton, to trade, — 
why, when the ships’ holds had been closed, did he craftily think to carry it 
with a high hand, and go to the daring extreme of*having the ifiner river 
broken into, and of havings guns fired, returning* resistance? He went, indeed, 
^ far out of the bounds of reason. It is. to be- apprehended that*there are yci 
other ships, staying at a distance, ready to bring in aid to him. It is very 
requisite to inquire fully with sincerity and earnestly, itakii^ into view the 
whole field (of action,— literally, the whole class* board). « 

“ When the said Governor and his Colleagues receive this my pleasure, 
they arc required immediately, and with full purpose of h^rf, to meet. for 



consultation, and arrange the business securely and speedily. When once the 
said barbarian eye is brought under, his schemes exhausted, and his power 
isolated, so that he bows his head and coniesses his faults, a slight trifling 

indulgence may then be extended to him Immediately direct the liong 

merchants to explain to him the evil consequences (of his conduct), to 
rejirovc his presuming to use guns and fire, and also to demand of him the 
causc of his having come to C-anton. If he still continue obstinately blinded, 
and do not arouse, but remain perverse as before, let then the said Governor 
and -liis Colleagues arrange and direct the military operations, and set in motion 
the machinery of expulsion and destruction. It is absolutely reejuisite to make 
the said barbadian eye tremble and quake before the Celestial Majesty, and 
penitently, arouse to reverential submission. Should the said Governor and 
Ids Colleagues continue their I’oniicr negligeucc, and stir up great misfortunes, 
I, the Emperor, will know' only ho\v to maintain the laAVS. If disturbances be 
occasioned, there shall decidedly be no clumce left of indulgent favour. 
Tremble hereat. .lie attentive hereto. Let this be forwarded by a despatch 
travelling 500 lee (daily), and let all the conunands herein contained be made 
known. ReBj)cct this.” 

In obedience to the supremo pleasure, we, (the Ministers of the Council) 
forward the same. 

All the above having come before me, the Governor, I have examined, 
and find that the barbarian eye, Lord Najjier, has already been driven out 
under guard, and that the slifjjs of war, also, retired on the same day to the 
outer seas, as wc have already jointly reported. Copies of tlie several reports 
liave been forwarded to you. 

With regard to the carcles.s gnax’d oflieers, the acting Tsantsciing of the 
admiral’s central division, Tsati-fci-yang has, before this, brought up to Canton 
the Tsientsung Lo-hung-tac, and other oflieers, ten in number ; and they have 
been scut to the Ancliasze of Kwangtung, that, in conjunction with the 
Torehingszc, he may try them by torture, to ascertain if they were guilty of 
illicit connection (with foreigners), and of purposed connivance, in order that 
they may be severally docidctl respecting, and dealt with. This is on record. 

Now, having respectfully received the above, I, send a communication, 
requesting that Kaou-t»-yung may be brought to Canton to be tried and dealt 
w'ith ; and I also send directions to the Poochingsze and Auchasze, that they, 
in conjunction with tire Yum-yuu.sze, may pay respectful obedience, and act 
accordingly. 1 also direct them to bring up the Tseintsung Le-heang-tae, and 
the others for immediate trial, that decisions may be passed severally on them, 
juid that they may be dealt, with accordingly, without either the least 
precipitancy or delay. Besides this, I send, as is right, a communication to 
you. For this purpose, I unite the circumstances, and send this communication 
to your Excellency, that you may inquire the supreme pleasure, in order 
respectfully to obey it, act according to it, and put it in operation. 


• No. 2G. 

J. F. Davis, Esq., to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received jip7'il 10, 1835.) 


My Lord, Macao, November 18, 1834. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith the translation of a report to 
Peking, from the Local Government, which has been jfihtained through native 
agency, and which contains some admissions w'hich were probably not intended 
to rq|ch Europeans.- ^It is Observable that the revenue derived from English 
trade, though professed to be . held lightly, is still declared therein to demand 
care for its preservation ; and great reliance is. placed on the love of -gain by 
which the foreigners are said to be distinguislied. 

It is also remarked, that the utmost care must be taken to avoid “*a 
bloody rupture” with the Europeans, wdio, Though otherwise unadvanoed, excel 
in the knowledge of “ gnOs and fire-arms and the Emperor himself, in a paper 
already forwarded, holds the Viceroy strictly responsible for any mischief which 
may arise. * , - 
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, The English merchants at Canton, having been advised by the Viceroy, to 
elect. for themselves “a trading Taepan,’’ who should be responsible to the 
l^cat Government for the acts of his countrymen,* returned a reply on the 10th 
instant, which is recorded on our proceedings. They therein state that no 
axithority of the kind could be held by any person without the sanction of the 
Crown, l)y whose appointment, officers had been already nominated to Canton. 
No further observation has yet come from the Viceroy, and the trade proceeds 
as usual. The proceedings against the unlicensed dealers are gradually 
relaxing. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) J..F. DAVlS, 

Chief Superintendent. 

P. S. The joint edict of the Viceroy and Hoppo, upon the subject of the 
unlicensed dealers, has just been translated, and is herewith forwarded. • 


Inclosure 1 in No. 2(i. 

Secret Memorial from the Officers of the Local Government of Canton 

to the Emperor. ^ 

FURTHER, on the subject of the English nation’s trade with Kwangtung. 
The said nation has hitherto had an establishment called Kung-pan-ya (office 
for public management, or Company, from Portuguese Compariha), for directing 
the buying and selling of the whole country ; it was also named Kungsze 
(public managing body). The said Company (Kungsze) appointed cl)icf, 
second, third, and fourth Supracargocs to come, to Canton, for the general 
direction of commercial affairs, and lor a restraining controulover the barbarian 
merchants. In the 10th year of Taoukwang (1830), the Hong merchants 
reported, that in the 13th year, the period of the said nation’s Company would 
be accomplished, and the said nation’s barbarians would each trade for himself. 
Fearing that affairs would be under no general controuf, the former Governor, 
your Majesty’s Minister, Lee, commanded the Hong merchants to enjoin 
orders on the Taepan (Chief Supracargo), to send a letter home to his country, 
(to the effect) that, if the Company were indeed dissolved, it was directed that 
a Taepan, acquainted with the affairs, should still be directed to come to 
Canton, to coiitroul and direct the trade. 

This year, I, your Majesty’s Minister, Loo, with the Superintendent of 
Customs, Chung, having ascertained that the said nation’s Company was 
dissolved, commanded the Hong merchants to deliberate well on the subject, as 
it was imperative that affairs should be made subject to some undivided respon- 
sibility, in order that they might not be totally without combination, order, and 
arrangement. 

In the 6lh moon, an English ship of war brought to 4^anton a barbarian 
eye, lx)rd Nai)ier, one individnal who said that ho came to Canton for the 
puipose of examining into and directing commercial affairs. He brought witli^ 
him a family, females and young children, live in all, whom he settled at Macao. 
The ship of war, wliich was a.sccrtaincd to have a crow of 190 persons, anchored 
in the outer sea ; and the said barbarian eye changed his vessel, and eamc up 
to reside in the barbarian factories outside the city. I, your Majesty’s Minister, 
Loo, having received reports hereof from, the civil and military district officers, 
iinmcrliately addressed a communication to the Naval Commander-in-chief, for 
him to station vessels to cruize about and Jccep guard at the Boguc and other 
places. I also gave orders to the men and officers in thp forts, to keep up a 
strict and close preventive guard, not to permit the said *ships of war tt) enter 
the port, or the foreign females to come up to Canton. I also commanded the 
Hong merchants "NVoo-tung-yqen (Howqua), to investigate wh^ the said 
barbarian eye had come to Canton ; that if it were because it was requisite — 
the f’ompany being dissolved and at an end — to establish fresh ^regulations of 
trade, he should immediately inform the said Hong mercliants, that they might 
present a reiwrt, and so enable me to make a complete memodal, reverently 
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awaiting (your Majesty’s) mandate and pleasure, to which obedience. sbou{d 
then be directed. 

The said barbarian eye Arould not receive the Hong merchants, but after- 
' wards repaired to. the outside of the city, to present a letter to me, your 
Majesty’s Minister, Loo. On the face of the envelope, the forms and style of 
equality were used ; and there were absurdly written the characters Ta-yiug 
Kwo, ‘'great English nation,” (for Great Britain). Examining at that time, it 
appeared, that in keeping apart the central and the outside (people), what is of 
the highest importance is a maintenance of dignity and sovereignty. Whether 
the said barbarian eye has or has not ofhcial rank, there are no means pf 
thoroughly ascertaining. But though he be an officer of the said nation, he yet 
cannot write letters on equality with the frontier officers of the Celestial Empire. 
As the thing concerned the national dignity, it was inexpedient to allow a 
tendency of any approach or advance, by which lightness of esteem may be 
occasioned. Accordingly, orders were given to Han-shaou-Ring, the Footseiing 
in command of the military forces of Kwang Chow Foo, to tell him authorita- 
tively, that, by the statutes aud enactments of the Celestial Empire, there has 
never been intercourse by letters with outside barbarians, that commercial 
mutters should be petitioned respecting, through the medium of the Hong 
merchants, and that it is not permitted to offer or present letters* 

Again, considering that he was stupid and unpolished, coming from without 
the hounds of civilization, and that, it being his first entrance into the Central 
flowery land, he was yet unacquainted %vith the rules and prohibitions, it 
appeared undoubtedly right, first to explain to him and guide him, to enable 
him to know what he was to obey and act in compliance with. I, Loo, selected 
and made an arrangement of the rules and orders, established by reports, at 
various periods (to the throne), for the regulation of the trade of barbarians ; 
and commanded the Hong merchants to enjoin the same, pointing out, and 
guiding him in, the way ; and also to inform him that outside barbarians possess 
an open market at Canton, only because of the good favour of the sacred 
Empire towards (the dwellers on) the sea-coasts ; but that in no way are the 
mean, petty, commercial duties regarded as of importance ; that the said nation 
has traded here for beyond a hundred and some tens of years, and for all affairs 
there arc old regulation^ ; and that since the said barbarian eye has come for 
commercial purposes, he should at once obey and keep the regulations ; but if 
he do not so, he shall then not be permitted to trade at Canton. First and last, 
on four several occasit)ns, were clear orders given. 

Afterwards the said merchants reported in answer, that the said barbarian 
eye w’ould not obey the orders enjoined by them, but averred that he is an 
officer and Superintendent of the barbarians, not one wdth whom Taepans can 
be compared ; and that hereafter all affairs ought to be transacted by official 
communications to and fro with the various public officers ; for that orders 
cannot, as formerly, be enjoined through the medium of Hong merchants, nor 
can he offer petitions, but can only write official letters, and give them to officers 
to .transmit. 1’he said merchants replied, that heretofore there had been no 
such niode of conducting affairs. But the said barbarian eye continuing obsti- 
nate and perverse, without altering, they requested that an embargo should be 
put on the said buying aud selling. The said barbarian eye. Lord Napier, has 
ie[)eatcdly been perverse and stubborn, and indeed extremely obstinate ; but 
having considered that the said nation’s king has heretofore been always reve- 
rently submissive, and that the said merchants are still quiet and peaceful : that 
if, for the error of one man. Lord Napier, all the ships’ holds should be closed, 
they cannot but be ovenvhelmed with grief. I (Your Majesty’s Minister, Loo), 
therefore, looked upward to embody my August Sovereign’s liberality, (exten- 
sive) as heaven and earth, which beholds with the same benevolence the central 
and the outside people, and stoops* to treat with compassion. I accordingly 
replied, .clearly and perspicuously, to the said merchants, that commercial 
affaflrs of outside barbarians have hitherto been under the management of Hong 
merchants, ^nd there has neVer been an officer to direct and controul ; tlrat 
England has heretofore had no interchange of official communications with thu 
Central flowery land, and therefore what the said barbarian says cannot be per- 
mitted to be brought into operation. Also that the ships’ bolds should be pro- 
perly closed ;* but that temporary indulgence and delay are given from tender 
compassion ^ovj^rds all the separate merchants. Write these particulars : they 
were also corhmanded to make clearly known (to Lord Napier), that if he 
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repented, aroused, and became reverently submissive, trade should continue as 
usual; but that if he again offered opposition, and continued perverse, the 
ships’ hold^ should be immediately closed. . It was hoped that, by the truth and 
sincerity of reason, his brute-like fierceness and overbearing might be reformed ; 
so that, if ®nly the great principles of dignity w^ere not hurt, it would be unne- 
cessary to make any severe requisition. But the said barbarian eye, when the 
merchants enjoined orders on him, remained as if he heai'd not; and when the 
said merchants copied ont the w'ords of my official reply, and gave the copy to 
him, he laid it down and would not peruse it. 

Furtlier, the naval Tsantseiing, Kaou-c-yung, reported that another English 
ship of war had come and anchored with the shij) of war that had come before, 
in Macao roads. It was ascertained that the number of seamen in her was also 
190; and on being questioned, it was averred that she would not Ett all enter 
the ])ort, but was awaiting a favourable wind to sail out. Again did I address 
.an official communication to the naval Commander-in- Chief, and the officer in 
command on the Heiing-shan station, that in every place a preventive guard 
should be maintained with increased diligence. Directions were also sent to the 
Magistrates of all the Sca-board Districts, that they should strictly prohibit the 
trading and fishing boats from approaching the ships of war to engage in barter 
or afford supplies. 

At the same time, 1 again and a third time consulted with Your Majesty’s 
Minister, Kec, (and we came to the conclusion) that the common dispo- 
sition of the English barbarians is ferocious ai^d crafty, and what they trust 
in is the strength of their ships and the effectiveness of their guns ; but 
that the inner seas having but shallow water, with very many sands and rocks, 
the said barbarian ships, though they should discharge their guns, cannot do it 
with full effect ; also, that the said barbarian eye having i)lace(l his j)erson in the 
Central flowery land, distant from his own country several myriads of miles, we 
are in the state relatively of master and guest ; if he should madly think to 
overpass his bounds, our soldiers may jicaceably W'ait to w'ork with him : for that 
he will be powerless is manifest and easy to be seen. But the matter concerns 
those out of the bounds of civilization, and it is necessary that investigation 
should be made and care taken beyond what is ordinary, in order to bi’cali down 
the mind to submission? 

What the merchants had reported being hut the assertions of one party, it 
was not right to give hasty credence to them. We accor^liugly commanded the 
assistant Foo, Magistrate Pwan-shan-gih, to proceed, accompanied by the 
Kwang Chow lice, to the barbarian factories, jjersonally to investigate, and at 
the same time to command that the ships of war should immediately get \inder 
weigh and return to their country. Ti’he said barbarian eye still did not tell 
clearly the parlicidars of what he had come to Canton to do, nor did he ))lainly 
answer for what the ships of war hud come, and w'heu they wmdd return. 
Because the said barbarian eye directed a barbarian actiuainted with the Chinese 
language to interpret, w'c apj)rehend that, in transmitting information, there 
might have been a w'ant of ti-uth, and therefore commanded that they should 
take linguists with them. The said barbarian eye would not receive the 
linguists to interpret, so that the officers deputed had no n«eans of giving clear 
orders. And after having repeatedly commanded the Hong merchants to 
inquire and investigate, the origin and occasion of his mission still could not be... 
at all ascertained. 

On humble examination, (it appears) that the commerce of the English 
barbarians has hitlicrto been managed by the Hong merchants and Taepaus; 
there has never been a barbarian eye to form a precedent. Now', it is suddenly 
desired to appoint an oflicer, a Superintendent, which is not according with old 
regulations. Besides, if the said ivation liave formed this decision, it still 
should have slated the affairs which, and the way how, such Superintendent is 
to manage, making petition, so that a memorial might be presented, requesting 
(your Majesty’s) mandate and pleasure as to what should be allowed and what 
refused, in order that obedience might be paid thereto, and the same be acted 
,on accordingly. But the said barbarian eye, Lortl Napier, without ^having made 
any plain report, suddenly came to the barbarian factories outside the city, to 
reside there, and presume to desire intercourse to and frp, by official documents 
and letters with the officers of the Central flow'ety land: tbis wds, indeed, far 
out of tlie hounds of reason. Repeatedly have the Hong merchants enjoined 
orders, and the deputed officei's inquired and interrogated. TIictp 'has been no 
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want of bending and stooping to investigate clearly, nor has he been forcibly 
troubled with any difficulty ; yet* the said barbarian eye has not at all told plainly 
what are the matters he has come to attend to, and what the occasion of his 
mission; but has imperatively desired to have intercourse, by official •commu- 
nications and letters, with the officers of the inner land. And he has presumed 
to publish a notice, telling all the separate merchants not to regard the entire 
cutting off of trade as a subject for concern, showing that he has a disposition 
to excite agitation, and to disobey the laws and statutes. If not amply punished 
and repressed, how can the national dignity be rendered imposing, and all the 
barbarians be intimidated ? 

Heretofore it has been the rule, that when the barbarians are lawless 
their ships’ holds should be closed. We, your Majesty’.s Ministers, have, in 
conjunction with the Superintendents of Customs at Canton, your Majesty’s 
Minister Ghung, consulted, and have also maturely consulted with the General 
Commandant, the Lieutenant-General, and the Sze and Taou olficcra (beads of 
Territorial and Financial, Judicial, Gabel, and Commissariat Department*!,) in 
the city, (and have agreed) that it only remains to close the ships’ holds 
according to law, and temporarily put a stop to the English nation’s buying 
and selling. Should the said barbarian eye, with awe and fear pay reverential 
submission, and obey and act according to the enactments anil statutes of the 
Celestial Empire, we will then again ivjiort, requesting your Majesty graciously 
to j>ermit the opening of the ships’ holds for traffic ; thus may a warning punish- 
ment be clearly displayed. 

Commerce i.s originally the business of the said separate incrc-hants ; but 
since the said nation has not yet appointed another Taepan, and the said 
barbarian eye, after first saying he was to examine and direct, has on a second 
occasion styled himself a Superintendent, so that wc cannot find, on inquirj', 
what things he is to attend to ; ai\d since, besides, such obstinate adherence to’ 
error, anil refusal of i‘estraint and controul, leave affairs wdthout any responsi- 
bility, it is difficult even to hope that the trade of the separate merchants may 
be securely and properly conducted. 

Of late, the commercial barbarians have gradually assumed a great 
degree of daring ; at thi« time of commencing a iiew^ order of things, it 
is requi.sitc that tliey tshould with severity be brouglit to order and directed. 
At present \ve are issuing a proclamation and plain order, regarding Liord 
Napier’s repeated opposition and pcrversenes.s, wherein w’C consequently direct 
that the ships’ holds be closed according to law; at the same time explaining that 
this has no relation to the several separate merchants, and that all other nations 
be.sidcs may buy and sell as usual. As to whether wc do right or not, wc, 
looking upwards, pray for' (your Majesty’s) .sacred and luminous instructions, 
that the .same may be obeyed and acted on. 

Further, of late years the Hoppo’s receipts of commercial duties from 
barbarian ships, have been from England about 5 or 600,000 taels. In itself, 
this affords not the treasure of the revenue to the value of a hair, or a feather’s 
ilown. Yet the national resources being of importance, we dare not neglect to 
calculate thoroughly in devising a course of action. But the barbarians are, by 
nature, insatiably avaricious ; and the more forbearance and indulgence are 
..bbwn to them’, the more do they become proud and overbearing. At present, 
the barbarian ships which clandestinely sell opium in the outer seas, are daily 
increasing. Just when the law’s were being established to bring them to order, 
there further came this mad, mistaken barbarian eye. If at this time indulgence 
he at once shown to them, they will then advance step by step, begetting other 
foolish expectations. It is unavoidable that some slight display should be made 
of reducing and rcjjressing them. . 

The said country exists by commerce ; and all its merchants, coming in 
crowds with their goods,* are in haste to ‘dispose of them, and to take advan- 
tage of the northerly w’inds of autumn and winter, for returning with Iboir goods 
to their countiy. 'They assurccfly will not lightly cast away their goods and 
capital, by waiting till a w’xong season. • The several separate merchants, seeing 
that Lord Napier has repeatedly resisted and caused agitation, have all in their 
hearts become jn' a §reat degrep unsubmissive ; and it is now authenticated, 
that they have presented ’a petition at the Hoppo’s office, requesting that the 
ships’ holds bo» opened ; to wrhich it has been replied by proclamation, that if 
Lord Napier change and repent, and obediently keep the old regulations, they 
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may then be permitted to report, and request that the ships’ holds be opened. 

. The said merchants certainly will not bear to have their livelihood injured by 
such obstinacy. 

Besides; the rhubarb, tea, chinawarc, and raw silk of the inner land, arc 
tilings absolutely necessary to the said country. On investigation, it appears, 
that in the 13th year of Kea-King ( 1808), and in the 9th year of Taoukwang 
(1829), the ships’ holds were closed in consequence of the said barbarians 
creating disturbance ; and afterwards they humbly supplicated, and requested 
.their re*oj)cning. This is a clear proof that the said nation cannot be without 
a traffic with the Central flowery land. ^ 

The said barbarians, except in guns and fire-arms, have not one single 
peculiar talent. We have now, on consultation with the General Ha and 
others, posted military within and without the city, at the various guard stations, 
directing them to patrol about w'ith increased attention. At Macao, and all 
around, officers have also been sccretl)^ appointed, to spread themselves about 
at various posts on land and water, to maintain epuetnoss, and keep a preventive 
guard, in order that no evils of remissness may arise. There decidedly must 
not be the least tendency towards what will occasion the commencement of a 
bloody quarrel .and creation of disturbance. In addition, orders arc given to 
the Foo and lleeu magistr.ates to search after Chinese traitors, and with severity, 
sci/.c and bring them to trial and punishment. 

As to tlie commerce of tlie outside barbaruins, the undivided responsibility 
lies on the Hong merchants. Now, since, on the barbarian eye. Lord Najiicr’s, 
coming to Canton, they neither at first reported it before hand, nor when 
repeatedly commanded to enjoin orders Avere they able to do a single tiling, 
showing indeed a great degree of contemptuous negligence, orders have there- 
fore been given also to inquire if they have or hav'e not been in fault, that they 
may be proceeded against with severity. 

Of the jiarticulars of all that is done, we, your Majesty’s Ministers (Loo 
and Ke), in conjunction with tlie Superintendent of Customs at (.’anton, your 
Majesty’s Minister Chung, — the General, your Majesty’s Minister lla, — the 
General of the left, your .Majesty’s Minister Lun, of the Imperial Kindred, — 
and the General of tne right, your Majesty’s Ministei;Tso, — respectfully prepare 
tliis memorial, secretly reporting, and prostrate imploring a secret glance to be 
cast hereon, llcspectfully rejiorted. • 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 2G. 

Edict of the Governor of Canton and the Hoppo, jointly, against outside {foreign 
and unlicensed) Merchants being in connection with Hong Merchants. 

LOO, temporarily retained in the office of Governor, &c., and ^ . 

Pangy, Commissioner of Custom.s at Canton, &c., issue this proclamation, 
for the purpose of jlrohibition. ^ 

In the province of Kwangtung arc established Hong merchants, to transact 
the commerce of barbarian.s. The means by which to prevent the ofteneexif 
clandestine purchases made between the flow’cry people and barbarians, rest 
wholly on the implicit obedience paid by all the I long merchants to the old 
regulations, by which the national revenue is enriched, and the maritime 
Government rendered imposing. 

Now we, the Governor and the IIoppo, have heard it reported that there 
has lately been a class of gain-seeking,, market -agitators, w'ho have set up shops 
for foreign goods, attached to, and depcnilent pn. the Hongs, and who maintain 
commercial dealings with the barbarians, lowering the •prices of the jjoods they 
sell, without care for the general stock. In landing and shipping goods, the 
weak, worn-out Hongs report for them, reccfving the duties jit a discount of 
20 or 30 per cent. Further, in addition to shops (legally) attached to the 
Hongs, there are also other shops and warehouses established, at which are hung 
up lanterns, having the sign of such and such Hong’s warehouse, (the owners) 
making themselves supervisors and assistants in some Hongi'in order thus to 
screen themselves. v , 

The bills* of sale of goods are drawn out as on account of such and such a 
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warehouse belonging to such and such a Hong, while the goods arc really 
brought and sold by the individuals themselves, a Hong merchant appearing in 
name, and receiving the duties from them. Tlien, when the 1 long, becoming 
deeply involved, fails, and is closed, the same warehousemen return home with 
full coffers. Such were formerly Low-a-hok, of Manliop’s Hong, and Lo-laou- 
Kwun, of Chunqua’s Hong; and such are now Li-a-trow and Luy-a-Kwun, of 
Fatqua’s Hong, both of whom borrow the use of the Hong merchants’ name, 
craftily and artfully scheming for gain ; and also Troy-a-inun and others, who arc 
guilty of monopolizing the business of the shops which sell foreign goods, and of 
selling the duties on goods, ■which they report in the name of the llong as well 
as of other offences! 

I'lie said' Hongs, because their owm capital is not abundant, assume this 
vain show of respectability, with the design of obtaining ready money to 
circulate, thus causing that the duties, both fixed and contingent, of the 
Custom-house, continue unpaid year after year. This is indeed deserving of 
extreme detestation. 

On examination, it appears that the establishment of shops for foreign 
goods, in which goods are bought I’rom, and* sold to, barbarian merchants 
dcpendently on Hongs, is a gross infraction of the established regulations. 
Supervisors under the 1 long merchants should transact business only for Hong 
merchants. How can they be suflcrcd to borrow the use of their names to 
trade ? This* class of market-agitators, having no commercial name on the 
official books, arc left at full liberty, with nothing to fear or dread. There is 
nothing to prevent them from teaching or enticing barbarians to talk largely^ 
and <Teate disturbance. 

I lesides i.ssuiiig orders to the h'oo magistrate to search for and seize Chinese 
traitors, a\ul bring them to ti ial and punisiunent, we also unite the circumstances, 
and issue this proclamation, as a strict prohibition. For this purpose, the pro-* 
ciamaliou is addressed to the Hong peo)>lc, that they may make themselves 
fully aecpuiintod with its contents, llereaftcr, in shoj)s for foreign goods, there 
will be jicrmission only to purchase goods from the Hong merchants to sell oft'; 
none may secretly depend on any Hong, and clandestinely maintain commercial 
dealings with barbarians. All goods .sold to barbarians inu^t, also, in obedience 
to the laws heretofore in force, be .sold at an equitable jirice fixed by the Hong 
merchants ; the shopmon^are not permitted to lower the price and clandestinely 
sell them. And the Hong merchants arc not permitted to invite these gain- 
seeking market-agitators, to become falsely supervisors in their Hongs, 
screening themselves while scheming for private ends. 

Into the barbarian factories outside the city, none of auy other class than 
the commercial men of the Hongs may at all clandestinely enter. Should auy 
presume to go into the barbarian factories, or as shopmen, buy from, or sell to, 
the barbarians, he shall immediately be punished as a Chinese traitor. If any 
falsely assume the name of a supervisor for a Hong merchant, and set up ware- 
houses, fishing • for gain, and the said Hong should happen to fail and cease 
busine.s.sr the said supervisor shall be ctpially (with the merchant) comjjclled to 
pay up the deficit of <luties. Any individuals monopuh/iog the business of 
shops for foreign goods, or selling duties ‘and reporting tlic goods in the name of 
a Hong merchant, as soon as discovered and seized, shall be tried and punished 
according to the law against clandestine intercourse with outside nations ; and 
any Hong merchant conniving thereat shall he included in the same punish- 
ment. We, the Governor and the IIoppo, would repair the faults existing in 
the affslirs of the Custom-House. ^Vhen the words have issued, the law will 
follow. Let each tremblingly obey. Oppose not. A special proclamation. 

14th year of Taoukwang, 10th moon, 1st day. (November 1st, 1834.) 
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No. 27. . 


TO THE, KING’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY IN COUNCIL. 


The Petition of the U ndermenlioned British Subjects at Canton . — 
{Received at the Foreign Office, Afrit 18, 1835.) 

Humbly Shoireth, 

THAT we are induced, by the extraordinary j)Of^ition in >thich we 
feel ourselves placed in relation to the Chinese Government, to petition 
your Ma jesty in Coune.il, to take such measures as may be ffilcipted alike 
to maiutain the honour of our country, and preserve the advantages 
which a safe and uninterrupted commerce with China is calpulated to 
yield to the revenues of (Jreat Britain, and to the important classes 
interested in its arts and manufactures. 

We beg humbly to represent, that at the present moment the 
Commissioisers appointed by your Miijesty to supei'intcnd tl>e affairs of 
British sid)jects trading at Canton, arc not acknowledged by the consti- 
tuted authorities of this country, and that they are not permitted to 
reside within the limits to which their jurisdiction is, by their Commission, 
strictly confincti ; whih^ they arc forbiddeivby their instructions to a})peal 
to the Imperial Government at Peking, and are perfectly powerless to 
resent the indignities offered to the late Chief Superintendent, or to 
compel reparation for the injuries done to j our Majesty's subjects, by the 
late unprovoked stoppage of their trade. 

Your P<^titioners are well jiersuaded. that the pow<‘rs vested in your 
Majesty’s Commissioners were thus restricted, with the express object of 
avoiding, as far as possible, all occasion of collision with the (’hinese 
authorities ; while it was hoped that, by maintaining a direct intereourst? 
with the ])rineipal officers of Gov'crnmcnt, instead of indinrctly communi- 
cating tlirough the Hong merchants, a sure way would be opened for the 
improvement of tile present very olijcctionablc J’ooting on which foreign 
merchants stand in this country, and for security against the many 
wrongs and inconveniences which they have had to suffer in the pursuit 
of their commercial avocations; 

Vour Petitioners, however, beg leave most earnestly to submit to your 
Majesty in Council, their thorough conviction, founded on the invariable 
tenor (if the whole history of foreign intercourse with China, as well as of 
its [lolicy on occasions of internal commotion, down to the present moment, 
that the most unsafe of all courses that can be followed in treating with 
the Chinese CJovernment, or any of its functionaries, is that of quiet 
submission to insult, or such unresisting endurance of contemptuous or 
wrongful treatment, as may compromi.se the honour, or bring into 
question the power of our country. We (iannot, therefore, bul deeply 
deplore that such authority to negociatc, and fwree to protect from 
insult, as the occasion demands. w<‘re not entrusted to your Majesty’s 
Commissioners, confident as w'c an*, without a shadow' of doubt, that, liad 
the requisite [low'crs, pro[)erly sustained by an armed force, been pos.scsscd 
by your .Majesty’s late First Commissioner, the laimmted Lord Napier, we 
should not now have to (h'plore the degraded and insccm*e position in 
w'hich we arc placed, in conse<iucncc of the Bepresentative of our Sovereign 
having* been compelled to retire from Canton without having authority 
to offer any remonstrance to the Supreme Government, or to make any 
demonstration of a resolution to obtain reparation at once for the insults 
w'antonly heaped upon him by the local authoritit^g. 

Your Petitioners, therefore, humbly pray that j'our Majesty will 
be pleased to grant pow'ers Plenipotentiffry to such person of suitable 
r.ank, discrc'tion. and diplomatic experiences as your Miqcsty, in your 
wisdom, may thiAk lit and proper to be entrusted w'ith such .•luthority; 
and your Petitiojners would suggest that he be directed to proceed to a 
convenient station on the east coast of China, as near fo the capital of 
the country as may be found most expedient, in one oT your Majesty’s 
ships of the line, attended by a suflicient maritime force, which wc are 
of opinion need not consist of more than two frigates, and.thrpc or four 
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armed vessels of light draft, together with a steam vessel, all fully 
manned; that he may, previously to landing, require, in the first instance. 
In the name of your Majesty, ample reparation for the insults oflered by 
the Governor of Kwangtungand Kwangse, in his Edicts publishpd on the 
occasion of Lord Napier’s arrival at Canton, and the subsequent humi- 
liating conduct pursued towards his Lordsliip, to which the aggravation 
of his illness an<l death intay l>e attributed; as well as for the arrogant 
ami degrading language used towards your Majesty and our country 
in Edicts emanating from the local authorities, wherein your Majesty was 
represented as the " reverently submissive” tributary of the Einficror 
of China, and your Majesty’s subjects as profligate barliarians ; and that 
they be retracted, anti never again eniployetl by Chinese functionaries; 
that he may also demand reparation for the insult offered to your 
Majesty’s flag by firing on your Majesty's ships of war from the forts at 
the Rogue ; and that remuneration shall be made tt) your ^Majesty’s 
subjects for the losses they have sustained by the detention of their ships 
during the stoppage of their trade. After these preliminaries shall have 
been conceded, [as 5 'our petitioners havo no doubt they will be,] and 
not till then, your Petitioners humbly suggest that it will be e.vpedicnt 
for your Majesty's Plenipotentiary to propose the appointment of Com- 
missioners on the part of the Chinese Government, -to adjust with him. 
'on shore, sueh measures as ni^ry be deemed most effectual for the! prevention 
of future occasion of complaint and misunderstanding, and for the 
promotion and extension of the trade generally, to the mutual advantage 
of both countries. V'our petitioners believe, that if these matters shall 
be fairly rejiresented, so as to do away with all reasonable objection, and 
the favourable inclination of the Chinese Commissioners be gained, there 
will b<^ found little disposition on the part of the Supreme Government 
to withhold its assent, and every desirable object will thus have been 
attained. 

Your Petitioners would humbly entreat your Majesty’s favourabh? 
view of these suggestions, in the confidence that they may be .leteil upon, 
not only with every prospect of success, but withoiibthc .slightest danger 
to the e.xisting commercial intercourse, inasmuch, as even with a force 
not exceeding that ;ivhi<;h we have proposed, should be placed at the 
disposal of your Majesty’s Plenipotentiary, there would be no difficulty, 
should proceedings of a compulsory nature be required, in . putting a stop 
to the gi'eater j)art of the external and internal commerce of the Chinese 
Empire; — in intercepting its revenues in their pn)gress to the capital, 
and in taking jjossessiou of all the armed vessids of the country. Such 
measures would not only be sufficient to evince both the power and spirit 
of Great Britain to resent insult, but would enable your M.ajesty’s Pleni- 
potentiary to secure indemnity for any injury that might, in the first 
instance, be offered to the persons or jmoperty of your Majesty’s subjects; 
and would .speedily induce the Chinese Government to submit to just and 
reasonable terms. »\Ve are, at the same time, confident that rt'sort even 
to such strong measures as these, so far from being likely to lead to 
more serious warfare, an issue which both our interests and inclinations 
alike prompt us to dej)recate, would be the surest course for avoiding the 
danger of sucli a siollision. 

Your Petitioners beg to submit, that the mere restoration of the 
libefty oik^c possessed of trailing to Amoy, Ningpo, and Chusan. would be 
followed by the most beneficial consequences, not merely in the most 
e.xtendetl field thereby opened for coiumereial enterprise, but in the rivalry 
which would be cxeited as forraerly% in the officers of Government at 
these several ports, to attract the resort of foreign merchants, and thus 
extend Iheir own opportunities of acquiring emoluments from the trade. 

With respect, howevev, to this point, or any other of commercial 
interest, that it would be expedient to make the subject of negotiation, 
your Petitioners would humbly suggest, that your Majesty’s Minister in 
(ffiina should be instructed to put hiipself in communication with the 
merchants c4‘ Canton, qualified as the)r must be in a certain degree by 
their experience and observation, to point out in what respect the benefits 
that might Ibe reaped under a well-regulated system of commercial inter- , 
course, are curtailed or lost in consequence of the restrictions to which 
the trade is at present subjected, and the arbitrary and irregular exac- 
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•tions to wliiflj it is exposed, either directly, or not less severely because 
indirectly, through the medium of the very limited number of merchants 
•licensed to deal with Ibrcigners. As an instance of the latter, your 
IVtitiomys may state the fact, that the whole expense of the immense 
preparations lately made by the Local Governnu*nt, to op])ose the 
expected advance b)\vards Canton of your Majesty's frigates after tliey 
had passed the forts at the Jlog'ue, has been extorted from the Hong 
merchants ; and as but lew of tiuun are in a really solvent state, they 
have no other means of meeting this demantl, but by combining lo tax 
t)Oth the imj)ort and cxpt)rt trade. 

W'e would further humbly, but urgently, submit, thift as wo cannot 
but trace the disabilities aiid restrictions under which our connnerce now 
labours, to a Jong acquiescence in tlu; arrogant assumption of superiority 
over the monarchs and people of other countries, claimed by the Kmperor 
of (’hina for himself and his subjects, we are forced to conclude that no 
essentially beneficial result can bc^ ex|)ected to arise out of negotiations 
in which such |)retensions are not thicidedly' rejielled. Wc most seriously 
apprehend, imleed, that the least concession or waving of this jioint 
under present circumstaiu'cs, could not fail to leave us as much as 
ever subject to a repetition of the injuries of which v/c ha\(5 now to 
complain. 

We would, therefore, humbly beseech your Majesty not to be 
induced by a paternal regard for y^our subjects trading to this remote 
Empire, to leave it to th(^ discretion of any future Representative of your 
Majesty, as was permitted in the case of the embassy of Lord Amherst, 
to swerve in the sinaliest degree Irom a <lirect course of c-alm and dis|)as- 
sionate, but deterjnined, maintenance of the true rank of your Majesty’s 
Empire in the scale of nations, well assured, as vve feel, that any ciescent 
from such just position would be attended with worse consequences than 
if past events were lo remain unnoticetl, and w<* wci-e to be left for the 
future to <-onduct our concerns with the Chinese functionaries, each as he 
best may. 

It would ill bocomc your Majesty’s Petitioners to point to any 
individual as more com[)etcnt than another, to ^indertake the ollice <)f 
placing on a secure and advantageous footing our eolnmcrcial relations 
with this country. We may, however, perhaps be permitted to suggest, 
the inexpediepey' of assigning such a task to any person previously- 
known in C'hina, as connected with commerce conductixl under the 
trammels ami degradations to which it has hitherto been subjected, or to 
any one, in short, who has had the misfortune cither in a public or private 
capacity-, to enduri; insult or injury from Chinese authorities. 

Ecpially inexpedient would it be, as appe.ars to your Petitioners, to 
treat with any functionary, not specially nominated by the Imperial 
Cabinet, and not on any account with those of Canton, whose constant 
course of cornqit and oppressive conduct forms a prominenl, groiftid of 
complaint ; or to permit any future Commissioner to «et his foot on the 
shores of China, until amjilc assurance is alforiled of a rei-eption and 
treatment suitable to the tJignity of a Minister of your Majesty, and to 
the honour of an Empire that acknowlcdgiis no superior on earth. 

And your Petitioners shall ever pray. &c . 
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Canton, December 9, 1834. 


No. 28. 

Minutes of Connersafion bctineen ITowqua and Mowqita, Hong Merchants, 
and Mr. dardine. — (^Rece.i red April 25. 1835.*) 

September 2, 18.'M. — TIIK aliovc-namctl Tlonp^ merchants called on 
Mr. Jardine. lo request, his assistance in communicatms^ with the Chief 
SupcrintciKlent. and proposinjj some sjiecific mode of scttlinj!^ e.^isting 
disputes. 

Mr. dardine ap;reed to state to Lord Napier any ]'>roposals they might 
make ; and they returned t;o the authorities for instrurtions. 

September 3. — 'Phe Viong merchants, Ilowqua and Movvqua, with the 
elder Alowqua, refuVned this forenoon, and .said they had every reason to 
believe the following bnans [then committed to paper] would be agreed to 
by the Viceroy, provided Mr. Jardine couUl induce Lord Napier to agree 
to them t)n his part. 

The arrangement is founded on a mubial understanding, that the 
trade shall be opened by the Viceroy, on a Petilion to thateirecl, being 
prcscfitcd to him by the Uritish merchants : and Lord Napier shall leave 
Canton in four or five days from that on which the trailc is opened. 

1st. 'Phe Viceroy shall, on receiving a respectful Petition from the 
British merchants, immediately issue orders for the opening of the 
tratfe." 

2ih1. It is clearly understood, that no saucy, boasting chops shall be 
issued by the authorities, af((!r his Lordship’s (le|)arture. Nor shall any 
proclamations he issued jwohihiting his Lord.ship’s return to Canton. 

3rd. Should Lord Na{)ier have occasion to visit Canton, previous to 
the Viceroy's ha\ing receivcrl an answer from the Kmperor, respecting his 
Jjordship’s rcceptitm, it is undeiNtwMl that he is at liherty to do so: he 
makwig as short a. stay as convenient, ami the authorities shutting their 
eyes to his being in Canton. 

The merchants then returned to the eity, with the view of having the 
agreement confirmed and acted u|Km. 

About 7 P.SK of the same day, Mowqua returned, and, in the name of 
himself And the two Hong merchants, informed Mr. Jartline, with much 
apparent regret, that the Koo-Vuen and other Mandarins of rank, had 
a<ldressed tlfl? Vieeroy, remonstr.-iting against the projmsed arrangement, 
and induced him to break it off; which information Mr. Jardine' 
immediately communicated to Lord Napier. 


* Tliis is tlic 
of documents. 


smnmary of the private negotiations referred to in Note to No. 14 of this collection 
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. On the 11th inst., the Imogene and Andromache being then at 
• Whampoa, the three senior Hong merchants, Howqua, Mowqua, and 
Puankccqua, waited on Mr. Jardine, and begged he would again cndctavour 
to bring’about aw amicable settlement, of the' existing differeiicoj' . * , » 

Mr. Jardine having reminded them of the faithlessness of their 
former proceed ing-s, inquired whether they were deputed by the autbd- 
rities, or came of their own accord ? i ' 

They repliotl with some hesitation, that they had assurances, through 
the Nowhoy and Foyuen, of the trade being immediately opened, provided 
Lord Napier wbulclt send the ships of/swar outside thp llocca- Tij^ris, 
adding, “we can ourselves secure this.” As they appeared: confident of 
success, Mr. Jardine stated , what had passed to IjowI »Naplor p and’dn 
their . returning the . following day. submitted to them 'the following letter 
from his Lordship. ' . : - ' ! 

Jjord Napier to jyiUiam Jardiiie, Esq. 

“Dcariiir, . ' ** Canton, September }2, 183\. 

“ IN rofereiicc to tlie conversation held between yourself and the 1 Tong 
merchants last night, and conveyed by their ^lesi're to me, I <*an only state, 
that if they are sine.cr,e in their wishes^to co.me t'o an acc’omnuKlation it 
will give me great plcasiu'c to meet thfcm, Vemembering alvvays, on such 
principles as are consistent with the honour of Cl reat Britain, and the 
dignity of the King’s Cdmmi.ssion. In the first [>lace,. then, 1 say hd 
a chop be issued i mined iatel)', recalling tne si'rvauts and workmen to their 
respective Ilongs, openiug the markets as hcridofore, and removing the 
prohibition against all boats passing and repassing on the river. This 
being done, I will then send the guard of inarines, now in the factory, 
back to the ships. ; 

“ I will then request'the captains of the mgates to return toChuenpee: 
the merchants shall Petition the V^iceroy to open the trade, and that being 
done, imriiediately, I will request that one of them should return to the 
Admiral in India, to jirevent the reinforcenients llbing sent. 

“ Hang-tai shall be liberated, and not be made ’liable' to any future 
annoyance, for that which he did not do ; and for this 1 will bind myself 
not to report' the circumstilnce to the Kmperor. 

“Lord Napier shall have the jirivilege of passing and repassing 
between Canton and Macao as he finds it necessary. The insulting 
manner of writing his name shall no more be used ; and the Kdiet which 
orders the trade to be opened, shall also contain an admonition to the 
.Chinese to treat the British and other foreigners with that respect and 
hospitality which is due to strangers. 

“lhave, &e., 

; , “(Signed) -NAPIER.” 

« 

The above letter having been read at a full meeting of the TIong 
merchants, in their Consoo IIou.se, they said unanimously they could 
secure the terms therein projiosed would be agreed to; and How^qua 
with Mowqua |n-oceedcd to the city to lay them bi'fore the authorities. 

On the morning of tlie 13th instant, they returned, saying the terms 
proposed were inadmissible, and began to propose others, which Mr. 
.Jardine refused to listen to, telling them to communicate in writing what 
they had to say. 

Canton, September 14, 1834. 
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‘No. 29. 

Extracts from the “ Records of Proceedings." — {Received May I'S, 1^35.) 

December 6, 1834. — ^The following joint Proclamation of the Gover- 
nor and Iloppo, is ])romulgated annually with the manifest intention of 
keeping ;vlive, in the minds of the people, feelings of contempt and 
suspicion towards the foreigner. It has been considered proper to record 
it in this ‘place wijh a view to draw the attention of Her Majesty’s 
CJovcrninent to the subject. 

Annual proclamation Jigainst Hong merchants conniving at, and 
abetting, vice in ibreigners. Issuetl by the Govcriior and llopiio, Novem- 
ber 15, 1834.. 

“ Loo, Governor of the provinces Kwangtung and Kwangse, and 
Pang, Superintendent of Customs at Canton, hereby issue a severe 
interdict. 

“The barbarians of outside nations who' trade within the Central 
territory, are in their spoken language unintelligible to, and in their 
written language all different from [the Chinese.]. It is, therefore, verv 
diflieult for them to understand clearly the j)roprielics, the law.s, and 
the prohibitory orders of the C,elestial Emj)ire; and bn this account 
security mcirchants and linguists have been ap()ointcd to rule and contronl 
commercial transactions. 'Fhese persons ought, doubtless, continually to 
instruct and guide [the barbarians], to repress their jjride and protligiicy, 
and to insist on causing them t«) turn with all their hearts towards 
renovation: that both p.artics may enjoy the rc'pose bf gladness and gain, 
ever;y one keeping in his own sphere, and minding his propca* business, 
^lorl'over the security merchants, are all men of property and i-espeetable 
family: it (he more behoves them to have ;i lenrler regard for their face 
and reputation, to trade with hiirness and ecjuity, and not to cheat or 
deceive; then they will <‘ertaiiil\ be able to obtain the confidejuu! of the 
men from far. , 

“Now, on inquiry \ve find, that formerly there w.as a set of .shameless, 
lawless, Hong merchants, ivho, whenever (he barbarians entered the port 
and took lodgings, endc;i\ oured to make a gain of them. For this purpose 
they a<loptcd a jjundred schemes to meet their wislu's, bought young boys 
for th(*m, to act as servants and attendants; or procaired boat pro.stitutes 
for them, to gratify their lil)idinous dispositions; by so doing, not only 
ruining the morals and manners of the public, but also, it is to be 
.'ij)pr('hended, creating <lislurbances. 

“ About this time, the foivign ships are sucee.ssively arri\ ing: and it is 
really fearetl, that lawless vagabonds will again tread on theii- old habits. 
TheroforA^ besid.es ordinary strict search to be made for the pnrp(jse of 
seizure, we imite in issuing this strict interdict, 'fo this end wt' .addre.ss 
it to the security merehalds, the linguists, and the patrol and w.atchiuen 
behind the factories, laapiiring their universal aequ.aititance hcivwith. 

‘•Hereafter, all are [leremptorily retpiij-ei! to ha\o a temler regard for 
tlieir face and reputation, and to re])ent, with bitter contrition, of their 
former faults. At evei-y landing place behind the hongs wliero barba- 
rians reside, they must not allow the tanka boats to anclior. And when 
barbarians pass up or tiown. between Canton and Wlmmpoa. they must 
not seek out and hire for them tanka boats having families on board. 

“ As to the foreign menials whom they bring with them, they' are in 
every way sufficient to attend oti and serve them; tl'.ey are not at all 
pimmitted to ^lire .and employ natives. If any presume to continue to hircf 
Chinese, and young hoys for them as servants; or. forming unlawful 
connexions Avith barbarians, le.ad them clandestinely t'.) the tanka bo.als, 
to drink wine and sleep with courtezans; or. \mder the darkness «)f night, 
secretly take ashore prostitutes into the factories; so soon as the patrol 
and watchmen, having found and seized them, reported the fact, or 
so soon as such ^proceedings shdll have been otherwise found out, the 
•lawless barbarians^ together with the security merchants and linguists, 
shall assuredly be sent to the local olliccrs, to be tried and •punished 
according to law, with severity. 



74 


“ As to the aj)pointcd patrol behind the factories, and the constables 
of the district, if they presume to accept* of bribes, purposely to connive 
at, screen and conceal such practices, they shall, so soon as it is dis- 
covered, be made to wear the caufj^ue, for one month, on the spot ; and, at 
the expiration of that time, shall be brought before our court, and 
immediately cudgelled to death. 

“ We, the Ciovernorand lloppo, will firmly adhere, without deviation, 
to the law; and will not assuredly show the slightest indulgeijce. Let 
every one obey with trembling fear. Be careful not lightly to try an 
experiment. A special proclamation. ^ 

•‘Taoukwang, l llh year, 5th moon, 15th day.*' 

December S, 1834. — The subjoined Edict is an Imperial answer in 
reply to the Memorial respecting the late Lord Napier’s departure from 
Canton. Several other Edicts to the same effect having already been 
forwarded to Viscount Palmerston, in the Chief Superintendent’s dcs- 
patc!hes, it has merely been considered necessary to record this one instead 
of transmitting it in a despatch. 

Imperial Edict in reply to the Governor and his colleagues’ report of 
Lord Napier having left Canton, and of the frigates having retired without 
the Bogu(‘, October 7th, 1834. 

On the 5th day of the 9th moon was issued the fV)llowing Supreme 
Mandate. 

‘‘ * A re[)ort has this day been received l)y a speedy post conveyance, 
TIa-fung-ah, fllie General Commandant of Canton], ami his colleagues, 
announcing that flic English ships of war and barbarian Eye, had all 
been eon(lu(‘led, under guard, out of tlie port. 

‘Oil tins oceasion, the English barliarian Eye, Lord Napier, having 
come to Canton for trade, did not pay oliedience to the laws and statutes ; 
and the said Governor, according to law, (*losed the shijis’ holds, after 
which the said barbarian Eye still (lid not nxpiesl a permit, but [iresumcd 
to order two ships of war to push in through the maritime entrance, and 
to proceed strafght up to Whampoa in tl\e inner river. The said 
Governor ap[)oinlcd civil and military oflicrrs, witl\ troops, and addressed 
communications r(^(]iiesting the appointment of naval vessels from the 
Tartar force, and from those under the Admiral’s command, as also 
cruizing vcxssels from Siii-hwiiy and otluT districts, which he statiom'd 
severally along the passage liefore the ships of war, and at narrow and 
important places on either shore. The people of the said barbarian ships 
of war saw before them wooden spars ranged acn^ss and all around, on 
the surface of the river, with guns and muskets [numerous] as the trees of 
a forest, and large and small naval vessels stationed over a space of several 
miles in length, whil(% on shore, military officers and men were encamped, 
pres(mting a compact and united forces and a warlike array im[)osjng and 
alarming. The said barbarian Eye and others remained, ’therefore, 
scclnd(‘d in their boats, there being no interchange of intolligcnec betweem 
those within and those without, and no way (utlier to advance or to go 
out. With dread and fear, they repented of their offences, and siij^plicated 
earnestly for a permit to go d(^wn to Macao. 

“ ‘3"hc said Governor considered, that, as the said barbarian Eye and 
(jthers had transgresscHl the prohibitions with daring contempt, if they 
were permitted at once to leave Ganton, thus coming and goin^at their 
own^conveiiience, there would not be sufficient power to intimidate and 
bring under the barbarians' tempers ; and, therefore, he commanded the 
Hong merchants, Woo-tuii-yuen and others, to question them sternly as to 
what the said barbarian Eye wushed to do; jvhy he came to Canton, 
without having obtained a permit, and presumed to bring ihe*ships of war 
suddenly into the inner river; also, why, when the soldiers opened a 
thundering fire on them, did they presumptuously dare t(* discharge their 
guns and return resistance? requiring from them clear and explicit 
answers before permitting them to leave Canton. 

“ ‘Afterwards a merchant of the said barbarians, Colledge, answered, 
saying, “ that Lord Napier is a barbarian Eye, and liot the same as a 
Taepan ; that he was unacquainted with matters of dignity; that the 
cause of the cruizers coming into the port was really to prQtccli the gocxls. 



in. consequence of the holds of the merchant ships having been closed*; 
.^nd that, in consequence of the. military at the maritime entrance having 
'opened a thundering fire on them, the barbarian force also discharged its 
guns in self-defence, but that they had deeply repented of. their fault.” 
Also the said nation’s merchants .and seamen, several thousands in num- 
ber, all considered the said barbarian Eye’s disobedience of the laws and 
statutes to be wrong, and there was not a single person who joined in 
harmony with him. 

‘ The said Governor considered, that as the said barbarian Eye, Lord 
Napier, had confessed his faults and besought favour, and as all the 
merchants had repeatedly made earnest supplications, it doubtless 
behoved hhn to extend a slight trifling indidgence, and to drive him out 
of the port; and he therefore permitted the said Hong merchants to 
proceed to the Superintendent of Customs, to request and obtain a red 
permit. The said Governor immediately .appointeil trusty, civil, and 
military officers who, on the 19th day of the 8th moon, took Lord Napier 
under guard outside of the port. Both the said barbarian ships of war 
also started on the same day, and were conducted under guard outside of 
the maritime entrance of the Boguc. All the naval and military officers 
and men who had been stationed at various places were every one recalled, 
and returned severally to their stations. 

“ ‘ At the time when it was equally impossible for the said barbarians 
to advance or to recede, what difficulty would there have been in imme- 
diately exterminating them ? But these outside barbarians are in .search 
of gain ; to intimidate them on points whereon tlu^y are unacquainted 
with the laws and prohibitions, and to refuse altogether arguing with 
them is what I, the Fimp<!ror, am extremely unwilling to do. If contume- 
lious, they should then be chastised ; if brought under subjection, thc^ 
should then be tolerated. The said Governor .and colleagues, in conduct- 
ing this affair, have yet acted skilfully and correctly. Before, on account 
of the said Governor and colleagues mit having been able to take tine 
preventive measures before the business, thereby admitting the said 
ships of war to push into the inner river, causing ’to the military the 
labour of driving them out; my pleasure was therefore made known, th.at 
they should be severajly degraded from their rank, and openly j)unis]icd. 
Now, having driven the said barbarian Eye and others out of the port, 
the said Governor and others, although at the beginning they failed in a 
preventive guard, have in the end been able to settle the thing well and 
securely, without loss of the national dignity, .and without incurring any 
bloody strife. J, the Emperor, am exceedingly well pleased. 

“ ‘ .Let Loo have favour showai him, by restoring to him the title, “ guar- 
dian to the heir apparent;” and let also the double-eyed peacock’s feather 
be given back to him. The neglect of guard on the prcivious occasion, 
renders it difficult for hint to free himself wholly from blame; let him, 
therefore, slill continue degraded from official rank, though retained in 
office. With regard to all the maritime guard officers, and the Naval 
Commander-in-chief, the spcciiU responsibility rested on the late Com- 
mander-in-chief, Le, who has been alrc.atly degratled. Now, as tin* matter 
has been brought to an end. let further inquiry be dispensed with, and 
let him bo directed immediately to return to his native place. Let Kaou- 
e-yung, the degraded Tsantscang of the Admiral’s own division, waiit till 
after the mouth of wearing the enngue be accomplished, and then be 
released. Let all the officers wdio guarded the forts with so much carohvss- 
ncss, be made to wear the cangue, and after the expiration of the time, 
let them be released. • 

‘“In this I, the Epiperor, show favour beyond the measure of the la w^s; 
the said' Governor and others ought but to feel shame, and arouse to 
diligence, strenuously exerting themselves to stimulate a reform in the 
affairs ofthebamp and of the maritime guard, from time to time instructing ^ 
and admonishing with sincerity. It is peremptory that they take their * 
former accumulated habits, and with contrition, eradicate them severally, 
in order to cause the militar;f to become .all strong and powerful, so that 
the martial name and dignity may be strengthened, and the appointed 
duties be peMbrmed. Respect this.’ ” 

L2 
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■■ ■ •■ . • No. 30. - 

J. F, Davis, Bsq.i ta Viscount Palmerston. — (Received. 1835.) 


My Lord, ’ Macao, January 2, 1835^ 

IT is Yritli much satisfaction that' I now inclose to your lordship the ac- 
companying translation^ of an Imperial edict, which; viewed in connexion with 
the occurrences of August and September last, must be regarded as a document , 
of considerable importance, 

This 'paper attributes the efforts of Lord Napier to obtain a direct commu- 
nication with the government, and the transactions consequent thereon, to the 
numerous extortions of, the Canton mercliants, and observes, that the foreigners, 
“ unable to bear tlieir ^usping, stir up all disturbances.” Were it at all pro- 
bable (which 1 feel assured it is not) that the grievances admitted in this Im- 
perial document, and ordered therein to be redressed, were thus brought for- 
ward from any really spontaneous desire to do justice to strangers, and relieve 
the. Canton trade from its heavy burthens, this would at least prove that our 
complaints, so often repeated, bad at length reached the Court of Pekin. 

There is, however, far greater probability in attributing this disposition to 
criminate the Plong Merchants, to that feeling of uneasiness, which its present 
position in respect to the English trade is so well calculated to excite in the 
cautious and timid government of this country. A species of apology is thus 
provided for the late occurrences, and a desire professed to remedy grievances 
in expectation, perhaps, that the harsh, unreasonable and unprecedented 
measure, of rejecting Lord Napier’s first letter of annoimcement, and subsequent 
attempts at direct correspondence, may expose it to the risk of future and em- 
barrassing discussions. 

However desirable it may appear to His Majesty’s Government to avoid, if 
possible, the chance of a serious rupture with this country, at the same time 
that every endeavour is made to ameliorate the condition of British traders at 
Canton, it may with the utmost safety and certainty be averred, that the similar 
desire on the part of the Chinese Government is no less sincere ; however care- 
fully it may be sought to be disguised under the absurd phraseology of its 
official papers. - .... 

' While the document above referred to, proposes relief to the fair tra^pv of 
Canton, another edict, of which I have also the honour to inclose a translation, 
is levelled against the smuggling trade of Liutin and the "coast. It is almost 
needless to observe that, previous documents of the nature have proved entirely 
nugi^tprj^ and that the opium trade, at last, has continued in spite of them. 
It n^ains now to be seen, whether the native government, having its attention 
at: length awakened by the increased amount of smuggling transactions, conse- 
quent on the open trade of this season, will endeavour to give greater efficacy 
to its edicts, and oppose some effectual impediments to the contraband commerce 
of lintin. 

I have, &c., 

* (Signed)' J. F. DAVIS, 

z- Chief Superintendent.' 



Inclosure 1 in No. 30. 


Imperial Edict, against extortions of Hong Merchants under the name of Duties, 
and against incurring debts to Foreigners. , 

THE following supreme mandate has been received. . 

“ There are at Canton, merchants who have of late been in the habit of 
levying private duties, and incurring debts to barbarians ; and it is requested 
that regulations be established to eradicate utterly such misdemeanors. 

“ The . gptside barbarians' commercial intercourse with the inner land, • 
exists, in^cra', thecoitipassidti exercised- by the Celestial Empire,. ;4f ^1 the 
duties which •are required to be paid, can, indeed, be levied according to the 
fixed tariff, the said barbarian merchants must certainly pay them gladly, and 
must --Cbotinually remaia -tranquil. But if, as is now reported, the Can^n 
merchants have of late been in a feeble and deficient state, and have, in aadUibn 
to ,the, Government duties, 'added also private duties; while - fraudulent indivi- 
duals have further tfihcn advantage of this, to make gain out of theCustom- 
Iloiise duties, peeling off (frbm the barbarians) layer after ' layer j and' have 
gone also to the extreme degree of the Government merchants, incurring debts ■ 
to the barbarians, heapiiiig thousands upon ' ten ’ thousandsy whereby -are 
stirred up. sanguinary quarrels if the merchants, thus falsely, and under the: 
name of tariff duties, extort, each according to his own' Svishes, going even to 
the extreme degree of incurring debts, amount upon amodht, it is not matter of 
surprise if the said barbarian merchants, unable to bear their grasping, stir up 
disturbances. Thus, with regard to the affair this year of the English, Lord 
Napier and others, disobeying the nation.*!! laws, and bringing forces into the 
inner river, the barbarians being naturally crafty and artful, and gain being 
their only object, we have no assurance that it was not owing to' the numerous^ 
extortions of the Canton merchants, that they, their minds being discontented, 
thereupon craftily thought to carry themselves -with a high hand. If regulations 
be not plainly established, strictly prohibiting those things, how can the 
barbarous multitude be kept in subjection, and misdemeanors be eradicated? 

“ Let T,iOo, and his colleagues, examine with sincerity and earnestness ; 
and if offences of the above* description exist, let them immediately inflict severe- 
punishments thcreforfc ; let there be not the least connivance or screening; Let 
them also, vith their whole hearts, consult and deliberate, -And report fully, and 
with fidelity, as to the measures they, on investigation, propose, for the secure 
establishment of regulations, so as to create confident hopes that the barbarians 
will be di.sposed to submit gladly, and that fraudulent merchants will not dare to 
indulge their desires of peeling and scraping them. Then will they (Loo and 
his colleagues) not have failed of accomplishing'-the duties of their officers- 
Make known this edict. Respect this.” 


’ ' -1 Inclosurc 2 in No. 30, - 

• . ■ 1 ' 

Imperitil Edict, against the importation of Opium. . 

November 3, 133<L 

• 

ON the 3r<l day of the 10th moon (November 3rd), was received thd- 
follpvring supreme mandate., 

“ Loo and his colleagues have made a report of the existing Circum ' 
stances of foreign vessels .selling opium, and of the measures taken for- 
inquiring and acting With regard tjicreto. The Canton barbarian vessels 
whiefik clandestinely, briiig opium, chiefly dispose tjicreof in the outer seas; 
having a race of native bandits hooked together with them, to afford 
them supplies and remove (their cargoes). Loo and his colleagues have 
given strict dbmmands to the war vessels, from time td‘ time to urge and 
compel the barbarian vessels to get under wcig;h, and to prohibit the 
native vessels and tanka-boat-pcoplc from holding intercourse with the 
barbarian vessels; also, wi(^ severity to seize the smuggling native 
vagabonds. # 

“ But When all the vessels are crowded together on the face of the 
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sea, it is difficult to separate tlie worthless, stones and *gems;’ it^oaly 
remains, after the merenant vessels of . evet'y .pation have sailed;,. 
to examine thoroughly, and if there be on the sea any warcaqpjti$g 
smuggling ships, immediately to send forth the naval force, and with a 
great display of lofty dignity, strictly to drive them out. Orders should 
further be given t 4 the officers to appoint two cruisers to anchor at sea, 
among tlic barbarian vessels, in order to make search, and to prevent 
all native vessels and tanka-boats from approaching the barbarian 
vessels to hold clandestine dealings with them; that thus tiid supply 
.of provisions may be cut off. If any native vagabonds go in fast-boats 
to the barbarian vessels, to land the opium for sale? or clandestinely 
to purchase goods, let them be immediately sought aften, seised, and 
brought to trial, and punished with severity. The military commandants 
and the district magistrates, on the inner rivers, must also be held 
responsible for appointing cruizing vessels at the maritime ports; to be 
severally stationen, in positions previously arranged, so as to occupy 
all the inlets communicating with the sea; and there to cruize about 
in rotation throughout night, for the purpose of making seizures. If 
any people, taking (opiiim) to sell, steal through, either inward or outward, 
let them be immediately seized anti committed. Let the custom-houses, 
one and all, search strictlj’, and with real earnestness. And whenever a 
seizure lias been made of men or vessels Smuggling what is contrabanti, 
or evading the duties, let applfcation be i/hmediatcly made, according to 
rule, and the parties be s(;verally rewarded and entjouraged. If any 
officers are negligent in kce|jing up guard, or if soldiers or policemen 
take fees to connive, let the soldiers or policcinen be punished according 
to law, and lot the commanding officer be reported against with severity. 
Let the local officers be commanded also to inquire after, and seize native 
vagabomls who open ‘ opium furnaces,’ making diligent search for them, 
and punishing severely. If any officers do not act with fidelity, they 
must, whenever convicted, be severely reported against. Let the Ilong 
merchants, likewise, be commanded to enjoin commands on the English 
barbarian merchants, that they are mutually to examine and inquire, 
and that if one vessel smuggle and evade the dCltics, all the vessels shall 
be immediately prohibited trading; that thus they ‘may themselves be 
caused severally to investigate, and adopt preventive measures, which will 
be a plan more sure and perfect. 

“ Loo and his colleagues, when they meet with any of these cases and 
circumstances, must punish oITenders, they arc not permitted to extend 
mercy towards them. Still more must they not, in lapse of time, become 
careless and iiulolent, reganling this as a mere prepared document.'’ 

There is, further, a postscript to the report, stating, that ‘‘by nature 
the barbarians have no other object but gain, and their clandestine trade 
having existed long, they certainly will not contentedly relinquish it. 
Either after the Government force has dispersed, they will c6mc again, or 
else they will creep, rat-like, into other provinces.”. The said Governor 
and his colleagues are imper.atively required to keep them under very 
strict controul, maintaining, outside, a cruizing squadron of Government 
vessels, and within, a strict guard at the maritime entrance; so that they 
may neither (fispose of goods, nor yet be suffered to escape into .other 
provinces. To sum up, they are expected to form plans, and conduct the 
matter securely, strictly prohibiting, till they eradicate offences; then will 
they not have failed of fulfilling the duties of their offiecs. Respect this.” 


No. 31. 

t 

J. F. Davis, Esq., to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received May 18, 1835.^ 

(Extr ct.) ^ Macao, January 19, 1835. 

AFTER the lapse of considerably more than three menths sinoe the 
re-opening of the trade, consequrat on Lord Napier’s xet£remeat from 
Canton, 1 am ‘tempted to take a brief review of the principal occurrences 
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of this period, as tlie best grourtd of an opinion concerning the measures* 
which His Alajesty’s Governrftent may deem it fit to adopt relatively' to 
China. 

I am aware that two courses of a very opposite nature, might have 
been taken by me, subsequent to Lord Napi(;r’s decease, in lieu of the 
one Avhich, according to the best of my own judgment, and with the 
entire concurrence of the Board, I have pursued; and which, considering 
that a. season of unusual commercial activity, and an increased amount 
of tonnage, is now drawing quietly to a close with the monsoon, I see no 
reason 'to regret^ I might, in the first place, have tried the effect of a mea- 
sure which has not been without its advocates, aiul which (under very pecu- 
liar and favourable circumstanc;es) was successful in 1814. I mean the 
withdrawal of the ships from the river, and the stoppage of the trade on 
our part, I do not deny that this might have been productive of con- 
siderable embarrassment to the local government for the time: but the 
ill-success of such a course in the season of 1829-30, when the Company’s 
ships were detained for about live months to little or no purpose, was a 
warning which I now do not regret having •jjrofitcd by. The euect of such 
detention on private shipping would have been ruinous, and a serious 
blow to the future trade with this country. 

I miglit, on the other hand, have adopted the opposite extreme 
measure of an immediate subpiission to the dictates of tlie local govern- 
ment, and have proceeded to Canton to place myself \inder the manage- 
ment of the Hong merchants: but from tliis 1 was deterred by the 
conviction, stated to your Lordship in my despatch of the 1 1th November, 
that “ any' adjustment ought to take place as the residt of a mutual 
necessity; ami that an unbecoming and premature act of submission on 
our part, under present circumstance's, could not fail to prove a fruitless, 
if not a, mischievous measure.” I feel persuaded that it would have been 
the most elTectual means of pn^venting the Lmperor's favourable edict, 
inclosed in my dosj>atch of the 2:id instant. 

'Phe proclamations of the Viceroy, (copies of which T had the honour 
to forwani under date^s the 2nd and 11th Noveml)er,) calling for the 
election or appoinjtmcnt from home, of a “trading chief” Ixdrayed the 
difliculty which the lofal government had brought on itself by its refusal 
to acknowledges Lord Na|)icr. Translations of svdjse(|ucnt papt'rs (not 
intemkHl for our perusal), whicli 1 had the honour to forward on the 18th 
November, j)roved the importance which the local government really 
attached to the trade, and its anxiety to avt)id a rupture; as well as the 
resptnisibility which the hanperor had fixed on the Viceroy, in respect to 
the preservation of trampiillity'. 

It was reasonably hope<l by the Commission, that a: complete silence 
and abstinence from all further attempts to negotiate with the Canton 
Goxgrnment, pending the reference home, might be attended with a 
favourable eff'ect. The Imperial edict, forwarded with my despatch of the 
2nd instant, in wifich the blame of the transactions of August and 
September is thrown on the Hong merehants, and the late troubles 
attributed to their extortions on the trade, must be vieweil as an unequi- 
vocal .sanction of that opinion. To repeat the wonls of my' former 
despatch, “ a species of aj)ology is thus provided for the late oecurrcnces, 
and a desire professed to remedy grievances, in expectation, perhaps, that 
the liarsh, unreasonable, and unprecedented measure of rejecting Lord 
Napier’s first letter of announcement, and subsequent attempts at direct 
corres})ondence, may expose it to the risk of future and embarrassing 
discussions. 

An opportunity ,is afforded by this Imperial document, which His 
Majesty’s Government (should it l)c indisposed to accede to the Chinese 
proposition of a “trading chief,”) may not be inclined to neglect, in making 
an appeal to the Court of Peking, against the comluct of its servants at 
Canton, whose corrupt system, in relation to the Kurop('aii commerce; 
tends nearly as much to defraud the Emperor of his dues, as to oppress 
and discouri^e the foreign trader. I am at least persuaded, to repeat the 
expression of my sentiments in a despatch to the Governor General, of 
the 24th October, llndosure in No. *20 of this collection], .that it could 
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be only the failure of such an appeal, that the policy and justice. of any 
coercive measures tOAvards the local' goyerninent, would be othciHvisc 
than questionable. 

The«crude and ill-digested Petition to His Majesty from a portion- 
of the English traders at Canton (for some of the most respectable 
houses declined signing it) is said to have been drawn up by a casual 
visitor from India, totally unacquainted with this country. 

1 have, ^c., 

(Signed) J. F. DA\ IS, 

Chiefs Superintendent. 


No. 32. 

Extracts from the Records of Proceedings." — {Received July 7, 1835.) 

January 19, 1835. — MR. DAVIS has before expressed his conviction, 
that during the fpiiet progress of the trade at C’anton and Lintin, it is the 
obvious duty of this Commission, under existing cireumslances, to abstain 
most carefully from any steps calculated to pledge His ^Majesty’s (iovern- 
ment as to th<s future, or to impede «)r embarrass in any way whatever, the 
commercial transactions of ie.dividuals, during the interval that must 
elapse previous to th<^ receipt of insti'uctions from home. The same sen- 
timents have been exjircssed in our communications to the Clovernor 
ticneral of India, w ith the full impression that it is expediemt to afford to 
His Majesty’s taovernmont the amplest time ami choice in r(‘gard to its 
measures, sul>se(|uent to th(‘ arri\al of our despatches of last October. 
On these grounds it was deemed mo.-it advisable to make no attempts at 
negotiation with the Chinese (lovcrnmcnt. unless such available advances 
shouhl come from thLmi as might warrant a tleparfure from this rule. 

With his original intention to cpiit China during the favorable moon- 
soon, .and his notice to that effect convex cd in his letter of the 17th July 
last, Mr. Davis has xvaited since tin* middle of October to give full time 
for the arrixal of replies from Peking, and the xlcvclopment of the viexx's 
of the native axithoritics ; and the result has been a requisition for .a 
“trading chief,” and not a king's officer. Under these circumstances it is 
obvious that nothing remains to l)c done but to await the final xlcterminntion 
and arrangenumts of flis Majesty’s (lovcrnmcnt. With tlu; concurrence 
therefore, and sanctixm of the Doard. Mr. Davis will adhmc to his notice 
intimated in .Inly last |to the Foreign Olficc and the Court of Directors, 
and since then conditionally rc|)ealcd in .a despatch to Viscount P.alnierston, 
xinder diite the 13th (X’tober. Hut .as his proceeding homo “on leave,” 
xvould according to the standing instructions, prexen't the succession of 
Captain Charles F.lliot to tlu* Hoard, l.e will, xvith a vicxv to .securing to 
His Majesty’s Commission, the valuable sea- vices of that gentleman, deem 
it his <hity to xv.ivc .anv claims, that the form of “absence on Ixmve” 
might afford himsx^lf, and x .ac.atc <*ntircly his station on embarking: thercbv 
causing Captain Flliot to succeed as a Superintendent by virtue of the 
aforesaid Instructions. * 

(Signed) J. F. DAVIS. 


In resigning tin* office of (’hief Superintendent. A 
elivered over to Sir (Icorge Rest Robinson, His Males 


Mr. Davis this day 
delivered over to Sir (Icorge Rest Robinson, His Majesty’s Commission to 
Lord Napiei', together with all other official dycuments. Seal of (Office, &c. 

January 21. — Mr. Davis embarkcfl in the ship Asia for fMgland. 

• January 22. — ^The Roard as,sembled, and in pursuance to our 
Instructions under the Royal Signet and Sign Manual, Sir George Best 
Robinson assximed the office and duties of. Chief Superintendent, Mr. 
Astell that of Second, and Captain Elliot, late Secretary, that of Third 
Superintendent. * • ' 



jiiiinEstbh,, lioltialx^^iiEid^^y jCH»ei' Superintcrideat, 

CTominissioA as fewfetaty and Treasurer [to date from the day, • 
of Mn Davis’ resignation],. -vpd^ the Seal . and ^Ig^nature of tlje three 
"-^®^Mntendc'nts - ' • 




. . ' , No. 33. 

.•f / • ; ' - . 

Sir'O. 'B. RoMnitm to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received June 19, 1835.) 

(Extract.) , . ‘ Maccut, January 24, 1835. 

SINCE Mr. Davis’ departure nothing of moment has occurred; but 
I trust shortly to furnish your Lordship with much information, which I 
have reason to hope will prove valuable, relative to ports and harbours 
on the coast of China ; the state and nature of the native commerce thereat; 
and the probable a<lvantagcous result that would attdnd a well conducted 
trade with places less shackled with the extortions and impositions to 
which we have been so long subjected at Canton. . 


No. 34. 

Sir G. B. Robinson to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received June 19, 1835.) 

(Extract.) Macao, February Z, 1835.^ 

THE almost instant departure of the ship Robarts enables me merely 
to communicate to your Lordship in the most brief manner, that a boat's 
crew, consisting of 12 men belonging to the ship A r gyle, bound from 
Bengal to Canton, have fallen accidently into the hands of some lawless 
or piratical people on the.coast, forty or fifty miles westward of this port. 

As soon as the circumstances reached the knowledge of the Superin- 
tendents, not a moment; was lost in endeavouring to secure the assistance 
of the Provincial Government, for the recovery of the people. I reg^t to 
observe, however, that the Canton authorities refused to receive the state- 
ments from the hands of Captain Elliot, who was deputed to convey it, ■ 
because it was, not made in the form of a Petition. Your Lordship may 
rely upon our most anxious efforts to deliver these unfortunate people from 
their perilous condition, and I will not fail to forward a detailed statement 
of the matter, as well as all our proceedings therein, by the earliest 
opportunity. 

I have only time to add that the commerce is proceeding uninter- 
rupteilly, and* there is no reason to apprehend it will be disturbed by this 
unfortunate event. * 


No. 35. 

Kxtra^ from the “ Records of Proceedings.’' — {Received J uly '1 , 1835.) 

January 29, 1835. — Captain Macdonald of the Argyle, this day 
appeared, and depose<I to the following statement on oath : — 

Appeared Alexander Macdonald, and deposed, that he is master of 
the British ship Argyle>; states, that being bound from Bengal to Canton, 
the ship fetched in between Hawchime and Lieuchce Island on the 21st 
instant. Is qyitc certain that* it was somewhere between these points that 
the ship fetched, but cannot speak with more precision, because of the 
state oi the weather which had prevented him from observing for the four 
previous days. Owing to the ^damage the sails had sustained, the ship 
was anchored ht this place, anH, on the morning of the 22nd, at day-light, 
deponent sent^a boat on shore, then distant about two miles, with the 
view to seek a pilot. The boat contained the second officer of the ship, 
- • . M 
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an European Sookanee, a Manilla Sookaqee, and nine lascars, tw<3ve in 
number altogether. The boat was not armed, and Deponent is persuad0d 
that n(j outrage was offered to the natives fey the boat’s crew. The boat 
tlid not return to the ship at all ; at about one o’clock, however, two 
Chinese boats came off and communicated with the ship. The people 
asked whether she was bound to Macao? Deponent tlesired them to go on 
shore, and send off his boat. They pretended to go, but returned, — that 
is to say. two men returned in a sampan [a small boat] and intimated by 
signs, tluit the boat’s crew were seized. They offcretl, before the ship 
left the place, on the 22nd, to bring the people back, »f Deponent would 
give them .500 dollars. lie had not the money with him,, and, under 
all the circumstances of the case, he thought it best to repair to this place, 
where he arrived to-day. 

(Signed) ALEXANDER MACDONALD. 

Sworn before me, this 20111 day of January, 1835. 

(Signed) G. B. ROBINSON. 

Chief Superintendent. 

As there appeared to be no doubt that these unfortunate men had 
fallen into the hands of some of the notoriously lawless jicople upon the 
part of tlic coast indicated in the deposition, tlu; Superintendents deter- 
mined to lose no time in formally and rcspcfdfully reporting the circum- 
stances to the direct knowledge of the principal authorities at Canton. 
With this A'icw. they caused the following note to be translated into 
Chinese by M. GutzlafT, and its .sentiments to be rimdered in a manner 
conformable to the genius of the language, and in accordanc-e with those 
respectful modes of communication adopted by public officers in their 
‘ reports each other. 

“ To his Excellency the Governor of the two provinces of Kwangtung 
and Kwangse. 

“The Undersigned have the honor respectfully to represent to your 
Excellency, that, '&.c., \Jiere was recited a succinct statement of the 
circumstances.'] 

“The Undersigned arc v’cry conscious that your Excellency will hear 
of the violent outrage committed by these evil-disposed peojile upon His 
Majesty the King of England’s subjects, driven by distress upon the coast, 
with feelings of sincere regret; and they have a firm confidence in the 
earnestness of your Excellency’s efforts to deliver these unfortunate 
innocent men from their perilous condition with the utmost promptitude. 
In the discharge of a solemn duty to the King their gnacious Sovereign, 
and in a sense of respect to your Excellency, it has been Judged riglit to 
submit this important repre.sentation in the most direct manner, by the 
hands of a member of His Majesty’s ('ommission, who is accompanied by 
the captain of the ship, ami is authorised to carry on any oflicial commu- 
nications which may be needful. It has also been considered decorous and 
reasonable to refrain from taking any urgent steps for the recovery of the 
people, until >our Excellency .shall be made accpiainted with the disastrous 
transaction. 

“The Undersigned avail themselves of this occasion to offer to your 
Excellency the expression of their highest consideration and respect. 

(Signed) 

“ G. B. ROBINSON, 1st I 
“ J. H. ASTELL, 2nd }• Superintendent,” 

“ CHARLES ELLIOT, 3r<U 

1 

The version in Chinese of this document, as prepared by M. GutzlafT, 
is as follows : — ' , 

“ La, Ah, and h], by British Royal Commission Superintendents of 
their country’s affairs, communicate jointly and respectfully to your 
Excellency the Governor of the two Kwang, Loo. 

“That on the first day of the first month, the 15th "year of Taou- 
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Kwtttig, (January 29th X835), Ma, [Alexander Macdonald], a captain of’ 
their .nJition, reported : * . 

■ “ That his ship called the Argyle, whilst on her voyage from ' 

Bengal, met unfortunately with storms and made St. John’.s, when she 
anchored in a harbour on the cast coast, near to New-Keo-Chow. 

“That, on the 23rd of the I 2 th month of the 14t;h year of Taoukwang 
[January 21 st, 1835], he sent his mate, two helmsmen, and nine sailors in 
his boat on shore, with the intention of procuring a pilot, who might 
guide his ship over the shoals to Macao. 

“ That the iiihabitants ofSt. John’s being unfortunately ruffians, seized 
on a sudden upon our people, twelve in numbeu*. taking them prisoners, 
and forcibly possessing themselves of their boat. 

“That, although the said Captain strenuously exhorted them to 
liberate .his sailors, those ruffians demand('d by way of extortion, 500 
dolLars, for which they wo»ild s<*t them at liberty. 

“That two of the inhabitiinfs of St. John's came here in his ship to 
receive that unjust bribe. 

“This coming before us Su])erintendents, we prepared previously this 
document to represent to your Kxc(‘!leucy, that according to decorum, 
we should not ourselves arbitrarily endeavour to get back our country- 
men, but vve beseech 5 ^) 111 * Excellency most (earnestly to issue immediate 
orders to those ruffians of St.John’s, commanding them to give up our 
countrymen without delay. 

“The Superintendents being extremely desirous to fulfil the duties of 
their office, which they hold l)y Royal (’ommission, <‘ould not sit down 
with indiflercnce, and see their pe()|)lc in the utmost danger, without 
sxici'ouring and assisting them. 'I'hey therefore deputed the Superin- 
temlcnt F]. to repair with the said Captain Ma, to the provincial city, that 
he might with his own hand present this tloeument, and wait for an 
official reply from your Excellency. 

“ Respectfully wishing your Excellency the enjoyment of peace and 
happiness, we communicate in this document a true statiMiicnt of the case. 

“ Done, January 30th, 1835. • 

“ (Signed) CHARLES GUTZLAEE. ” 

• 

January 1835. — Tt vvas considered to be desirable that the three 

Superintendents should sign this Paper to the Governor, as it appeared to be 
possible that this circumstance miglit give it rather the character of a 
Report than a L(dt(M'[and it will be remembered that the prc'text for re- 
fusing Lord Napier’s first comiminication was, because it was a Letter]; at 
all events it was thought jvrobable that the Chinese authorities might be 
disposed to avail themselves of any cdiange in the form, as a reason for receiv- 
ing the statement. The seals of the three Superintendents were affixed to 
theii;..signatnres, but it was determined merely to attach a fly seal to the 
envelope, bec.ause it was hoped, that to afford the officer who might be 
deputed to communiciite with us. the facility of reading it, would remove 
every rational ground of objection. Upon the address was superscribed 
a short sentence to the efl'ec't, that the rc[)ort related to matter concerning 
human life. These precautions being taken, it was arranged that the 
third Superintcmhmt (Captain Elliot] should be the bearer of the paper, and 
with^a view to prevent excitement, or any pretension that the communication 
was tumultuously presented, it was resolved that the intention should be 
kept perfectly secret, and that only two persons should accompany Captain 
Elliot, viz. M. Gut'/Jaff and the Captain of the Argyle. It was also 
decided that these gentlemen sh 6 uld not go to the factories at all, but 
should repair direct tn the water gate, [about a mile to the eastward of 
tlie factories,] at which point an officer in the navy, of Cajitain Elliot’s 
rank [CaptJjin Frecmantle, fn 1831] had recently delivered a letter from 
the Governor Gimeral to the Viceroy. The result of this attempt is, 
described'in the following papers. 

Februart^A, 1835. — The annexed Minute is from the third Super- 
intendent: • 


M2 
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, Immediately upfon the conclusion of out recent visit to the water- 

f ate, I requested M. Gutzlaff to take a note* of the circumstances yrhich 
ad occurred there, because I rather preferred that the statement sKbuld 
be made*by another hand than my own. I have read his paper which 
is annexed to this minute, with great attention, and I should say, that 
it contains a complete and exact account of the transaction. There can 
be little doubt that the person by whom I was principally beset, acted 
only ill the performance of his doty in resisting the entrance oJF any 
foreigner into the city. It need hardly be observed, however, that he was 
unnecessarily earnest and violent, because there w^a* not the least 
disposition on my part to force my way into the city, but simply to 
maintain a position within the first wicket, as is usual on these occasions, 
and to wait there for the arrival of any officers deputed by the Governor, 
with whom 1 might confer. The two Mandarins of rank who did 
eventually come, stayed only to declare that they coidd receive nothing 
but a Petition, and therefore no ojiportunity was affbrded to me formally 
to complain of the unbecoming treatment I had experienced. But I 
confess I cannot regret this circumstance, for it is very obvious that the 
true resjionsibility of this and all other conduct of the same nature, 
attaches entirely to the Govt;rnment, and is by no means to be .set aside 
by the imputation of blame to their subaltern ollicers. It belongs generally 
to that spirit of unreasonable and dangerous»impracticability with relation 
to the point of direct intercourse between the public officers of the two 
countries, which is so comph^tcly a subject for the consideration and 
disposal of His Miijesty's Government. 

The awakening of eager solicitude upon the part of the highest 
authorities, for the rescue of the king’s subjects, and the inducing a 
serious determination vigorously to pursue the offenders, were the great 
objects of immediate concern to the Commission, and to this extent there 
can be no doubt that our Mission was completely successful. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Third Superintendent. 

t 

Mr. Gntzlqff^'s report . — Sunday morning, 1st February, 18.35, His 
Majesty’s third Superintendent, Capjtain Elliot, RiN., the master of the 
British ship Argyle, Alexander Macdonald, and my.sclf, arrived opposite 
the third pagoda in Canton river. 

We went in a three-oared boat to a landing place near the Yew-lan 
Gate, which leads to the Governor’s palace, in order to present a document 
from His Majesty’s Superintendents, addresscil to nis Excellency the 
Governor, wherein they requested him to give orders for the liberation of 
twelve British subjects who had been forcibly seized upon by some natives 
of St. John’s, and belonged to the British ship Argyle. 

His Majesty’s third Siqjerintendent, Captain Elliot, wore the unUbrm 
of a post captain of His Majesty’s navy, and directed us both to behave 
towards himself, in the presence of the Mandarin^, with the greatest 
respect, to give an additional proof that he was a King’s officer. He also 
requested me to be courteous in the extreme, when engaged in conversa- 
tion with the Mandarins, and not to offer any resistance, should violence 
be used towards us. 

We entered, accordingly, the Yew-lan Gate, and had proceeded a few 
houses farther, when, all on a sudden, the soldiers fell upon Captain Elliot, 
one of them, a second lieutenant, with a brass knob, grasping the hilt of 
his sword and struggling with him for several minutes, until Captain 
Elliot fell on the ground. In the meaif while, I addressed the soldiers in 
a loud voice, that the gentleman whom they maltreated was an officer of 
His Britannic Majesty, and came here upon a most urgent affair, which 
concerned the lives of twelve British subjects, ‘but they did noj; listen, and 
pushed him very hard. 1 then placed myself near a pillar, and endea- 
voured to reason with these violent men, which had the desired effect, for, 
upon hearing that we came in the service of His Britannic Majesty, 'they 
desisted from offering violence to me ; nevertheless, they contihued to treat 
Captain Elliot with the greatest indignity, whilst 1 myself ' ^ent up the 
street to find out, if possible, an officer of rank ; but not succeeding, I 
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■tiimed back, and saw Captain Elliot, and afterwards Macdonald, forcibly 
’ dragged and pushed through two wicket gates. Hereupon, 1 most 
’ solemnly, in the hearing of all bystanders, protested, that Captain Elliot, 
being an officer of His Britannic Majesty, had come hither with a docu- 
ment addressed to his Excellency the Viceroy, concerning the lives of 
twelve British subjects, and was on no account to be ill-treated. 1 exhorted 
them to abstain from this outrage, but the lieutenant, as well as the other 
soldiers, answered me with a sneer, took hold of me, and threw me out of 
the gate. 

iVe stood «ow between the Yew-lan and the two wicker gates, when 
we were met by a military Mandarin, in his uniform, wearing a blue knob, 
and being’ preceded by several men who carried chairs. To him Captain 
Elliot addressed himself, and presented the document, which lie refused to 
receive, and 1 was then requested to state to the said Mandarin, in ])lain 
terms, that this was His Britannic Majesty’s officer, who had come here 
upon a most important affair which concernetl the lives of British 
subjects, and was anxious to hand this diKuifhent to a Mandarin of rank, 
that he might transmit it to his Excellency the Governor, lie treated this 
appeal with contempt. I, therefore, showed him the outside of the docu- 
ment, where it was stated, that this matter was of the highest importance, 
and concerned the lives of Briti.sh subjects. He read it .and sneered con- 
temptuously. C.aptain F^llict then requested, through me, that the lieute- 
nant who had treated him, a British officer, with such indignity, should 
be punished. The military Mandarin laughed, saying, “ You an officer !” 
We pointed, therefore, to the epaulets and the other insignia of rank, and 
the bystanding soldiers remarked, that gold naturally indicates rank, 
whilst the officer silencerl them and sneered. He then took off his upper 
robes, and Captain Elliot declined any farther conversation. 

Whilst the Mandarin withdrew, we were exposed to a great mob, 
<lrawn hither by curiosity, in witnessing so extraordinary a scene. The 
soldiers now collected in greater numbers, and placed themselves before 
the wickid gate where we stood, some of them having whips in their 
hands, whilst others aj^icared on the opposite side, and drove the multitude 
away. , 

Shortly afterwaivls some Linguists came and desired to converse with 
us. Ca[>tain Elliot requested me to tell them, that we wished to commu- 
nicate our aflairs to a messenger from the Viceroy, a Mandarin of rank. 
This I told them in Chinese ; and farther refused to hold any conversation 
with any man who was not an officer of Government. 

We had waited half an hour longer, when several Mandarins, all in 
their State uniform, arrived ; and amongst them we observed Mowqua, a 
senior Hong meixrhant, who wore a peacock’s feather and a crystal globe. 
The same Linguist addressed us again, and desired that we might com- 
municate the affair, and give him the document. As he, however, met 
with a refusal the gates were thrown open, and we were brought into the 
presence of two general officers, who wore red buttons, and had seated 
themselves in the Watch-house. As soon as Captain Elliot tried to sit 
down, they rose, and he presimted, most respectfully, the document to one 
of them ; but the Mandarin refused to receive it. These officers, as we 
were told, had been deputed by the Governor, and 1 therefore again 
stat^l in a loud voice, that Captain Elliot was a British officer, who was 
come here to represent a most urgent case which concerned the lives of 
twelve British subjects ; but he replied, “ we only receive Petitions.” I 
showed him the cover of the document, upon which the above words were 
written, which he read. After this both left us abruptly, and repeated, 
“ We only receive petitions,” We therefore withdrew, and returned to 
our boat. 

(Sighed) CHARLES GUTZLAFF, 

Joint Interpreter,, 

i ' 

[Mem.x W. O., 1840.— -IT is not necessary to state all that subse- 
quently paa^ between tho* Superintendents and the Chinese authorities 
relating to .tRis case : suffice it to say, that the authorities are represented 
to have exerted themselves zealously; that on the 20th of February, 
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intelli^'ence was received at Macao, that the officer and boat’s crew of the 
Arffyie had arrived at Canton on the 18th ; ‘that they were restored to 
their ship on the 19th; that the ship was secured in the usual way; 
and that the first part of her cargo reached Canton on the 23rd.] 


No. 36. 

Sir CJ. B. Robinson to hord William Bentinck, Governor General, of 
India, transmiUcd to the Foreign Office bif the Secretary to the 
Superintendents, — {Receiced July 7, 1835.) 

(Extract.) Macao, February 21, 1835. 

SINCE the departure of Mr. Davis the trade has been drawing* unin- 
terruptedly to a close, nearly all the ships with tea cargoes having 
sailed. 

With regard to the acdifal position of affairs, from the circumstances 
of our removal from Canton, and being cut off from communication with 
the natives generally, I am unable to furnish any decided opinion of my 
own ; but from the most authentic private information I have strong 
reasons to believe, that, under an assumed ap})earanee of perfect inditfer- 
enee, the local authorities are in a state of extreme apprehension and 
clisquietude, as to the eonsecjiKMiees likely to result from the events of the 
past year. The Canton population arc said to be intensely anxious, and 
to interest themselves greatly in the question of our j^olitical situation 
with their Clovernment. 


No. 37. 

Sir (7. B. Robinson to Viscount Pahnerston, — ( Received July 7, 1835.) 

(Extract.) MaiUio, February 27, 1835, 

1 H.WE now tlic honour to forward to your Lordshi{> the first of a 
Scries of Essays or Remarks by the Rev. C/harles (iutzlaff 

Fully impressed with the great importaiuro of transmitting every 
intelligence respecting this country, immediately on a.ssuming the duties 
of office, I requested Mr. Gut/daff would furnish me wdth any information 
likely to prove of moment or interest, being convinced no ])erson c-ould be 
so well (jualified as this gentleman who, your Lordship must be aware, 
has had more remarkable and favourable opportunities of making 
observations and thereby forming opinions, than perhaps any other 
Earoi>ean, at least in modern times. If this assertion should be qyes- 
tionecl, on the ground that many others have resided for a longer period 
in the country, I may be permittee! to observe, thitt men engaged in 
mercantile or other pursuits at Canton, confined within narrow limits, 
and only' deriving casual information from ignorant if not interested 
persons, Hong merchants. Linguists, and servants, cannot, T presume, be 
quoted as equally good authority with an individual who, disregarding all 
the luxuries and comforts of civilized life, has not only visited the coast 
in European vessels, but adopting the dress, habits, and, what is more 
surprising, the language of these people, has associated with them on a 
familiar footing in various places, known formerly' to no Europeans, and 
now only to a few. Of an energetic and enthusiastic! disposition, influ* 
enced by the highest motives, and carried away perhaps by over-sanguine 
hopes and expectations in his religious views, it is possible Mr. Gutzlaff 
may have adopted some fellaeious ideas, as ter the facilities of extending 
British commerce to other ports in China; but I am thoroughly con- 
vinced the most successful results would attend decided and vigorous 


* t'hcsubs^nce of this and all Mr. GutzlafF’s other Essays on the Statistics of China, spnt to the 
Foreign Office by the Superintondents, has been printed in a work published by Mr. vH^itzlaff in Lon^ 
don, ID the year 1838, called « China Opkned/* 
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measures on the part of tl^e British Government, to achieve an object of 
siich infinite importance. 

I cannot speak from personal experience, having never yisited the 
coast ; but from the period when the first ship, th(‘ Merope, Captain 
Parkyns, 1820-21, coniinenced the system of <lelivei’ing opium at various 
places, I have closely questioned intelligent men, who liavc had opportu- 
nities of making observations ; anri the result of my inquiries is the 
conviction, that the people arc intensely desirous to euffuge in trallic, 
certain to prove alike advantageous to thems(;lves and to foreigners ; that 
the Mandarine are anxious to benefit thereby, but are, relunctantly 
perhaps, <,*ompelled to enforce the prohibitiims regarding trade ; and that 
an opening for almost unbounded commercial tq)erati«>ns would be the 
desirable effect of little more than a <l(‘monstration on the ])art of our 
Government, of a determination to establish a j>roper understanding in 
the political and commercial relations of the two countries. 

The case and fluency of Mr. Gutzlaff 's style aflbrd a striking proof 
of the aptness of this gentleman, a nptiv'e of Stettin in Prtissia, in 
acquiring languages, and of the proficiency which he attains. 

Throughout his writings, your Tamlslup will perceive an anxious 
wish to call our attention to the incalculable advantages that would 
accrue frt)m the establishment of a trade at otlnT ports in ('hina, and the 
facility with whi(;h he anticipates so important an object might be 
accomplished. 


No. 38. 


Sir G. B. Robinson to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received August % 183*5.) 

My Lord, Macao, March 30, 1835. 

I llAVK the honour to inclose a document recently issued from the 
Iloppo’s oflSce, containing a memorial from the Pl'ovincial Government 
to the Kmperor, qmbodying eight regulations rcsjiecting the foreign trade 
and intercourse. 7'hese restrictions are described in (he memorial to be 
“additional and altered.” I cannot say, however, that the alterations 
or additions arc framed in such a spirit, or proceed to such an extent, 
as would render adherence to these? eight rules at all more; ce)mpatible 
with the eameluct e)f the traele*, e)r e)ur continuance in the e'e)untry for one 
month, than to the eight several times multijdieMl. alreaely eleposite'd in 
the Comjiany’s Archives. In fact, perhaps 1 need harelly e)bserve to yemr 
Lordship, that the single efljject of the republic-ation of these instrumemts 
from time tei time, is to enable the Lex’al Ge)vernment te) cvaele respon- 
sibility, in. every cone’civable cemtingency whie’h may arise out of the 
foreign intercourse, by fixing the duty of a most minute controul upon 
other persons. Whilst things proceed in a quiet and usual course, 
the regulaticms are not adverted to. but the moment there is the sinailest 
degree of present ineonvenicMU’e, the provincial authorities turn to this 
most comprehensive rubric of prohibitions, and immediately pronounce 
that c'crtain traitorous llcmg merchants, &c., &c., (always choosing men 
of substance,) have been guilty of a breach of the laws of the empire. 
Their own vindication in the eyes of the Kmjieror is then attempted, and 
pretty generally achieved by the vigorous pursuits of the.se victims, fining 
them heavily, or putting them to death, or both, as the urgency of the 
case shall seem to require. I an! disposed to believe that .the pui)lication 
of this document, j«st now, may be taken to afford some evidence of 
a state of eonsiderable disquietude, some expectation of difficulties at 
hand; at all events, I know of no other ofjservation with which it appears 
to be wortfi while to trouble your Lordship upon the subject. The posture 
of public affairs in this country continues unchanged since the date of my 
despatch of the 4th ultimo. 

• * I have, &c., 

^ (Signed) G. B. ROBINSON, 

Chief •Superintendent. 
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Inclosurc in No. 3p. • v 

Document^- from the Hoppo, containing a Memoriai from the 'Ca/iUon 
Government to the Emperor, with Eight Regulations restrictive of 
Foreign Trade. 

March 8, 1835. 

PANG, i)y Imperial appointment. Superintendent of the Maritime 
Gust-oms of Canton, &,c., &c., issues this order to the Hong merchants, 
requiring their full acquaintance with the contents thereof 

I have received the following communication from the Governor. 

“ Whereas I, the Governor, united, on the 28th day of the Ist moon, in 
the 15th year of Taoukwang, with your Excellency the Hoppo, and the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Kwangtung, Ke, in framing a respectful memorial 
concerning restrictive regulations, decided on for direction of the trade 
anti of barbarians. must now await the receipt of a reply in vermilion 
(t. e. in the lm|)erial hand-writing), when the same shall be reverently 
recorded and communicated to you. 

“ A communication is at the same time addressed to the Governors 
of the Metropolitan Provinces (Chihle and Keangnan), and of Minche, 
(Chekeang and Fuhkeen,) anti to the Lieutenant-Governors of the 
provinces Keangsoo, Chekeang, and Fuhkeeii, requesting that they would 
issue general orders to all civil and military officers along the coasts 
within their jurisdiction, strictly to command that the merchant-ships, 
hereafter, when restirting tt» Canttin to purchase foreign goods, shall one 
anti all repair to the chief custom-house of Canton, and request a stamped 
manifest, enumerating the goods and their quantities, likewise to disallow 
private; purchases; and also to mtiintain strict investigation, that if any 
vessels from sea, bringing home transmarine goods, be found on exami- 
natitin, to be without the stamped manifests of the custom-house, such 
goods may be immediately regarded as contraband, and examination 
made, and punishment inflicted, according to the regulations. 

“ Instructions also arc given to the Tungche of Macao, for him 
immediately to give strict orders to the pilots, the compradors, and so 
forth, that they may obey and act accordingly. ‘ Hereafter they are 
imperatively rcciuired to adhere to the regulations established by memo- 
rial to the Emperor; they arc to be careful in piloting vessels, and they 
must not unlawfully combine (with foreigners) to smuggle, if the barbarian 
ships go out or etnne in contrary to the regulations, or if the barbarians 
clandestinely go about in small botits to places along the coast, rambling 
about thc^villagos and farms ; the said pilots are to be assuredly brought to 
a strict investigation, if there be any sale or purchase of contraband goods, 
or stealthy smuggling of goods liable to duty, and the compradors fail to 
report according to the truth, they also are to be immediately punished 
with rigour, and are decidedly to have no indulgence ghown to them. 

“ Instructions are likewise given to the Porchingsze and Anchasse, 
to examine and act in accordance with the tenor of the -copy of the 
memorial, and immediately to transmit directions to the civil and miliary 
officers along the coast (of the province), to act in obedience thereto; 
also to command the Hong merchants and linguists to enjoin orders on 
the barbarian merchants of every nation, that they may, one and alU act 
in obedience thereto, and not oppose. 

** Besides ail this, it is fitting that I address this communication to 
you the Hoppo, that you may in accordance with the tenor of the copy 
of the memorial, issue orders on all points, to the Hong merchants and 
linguists, that they may enjoin orders on the barbarian merchants of 
every nation, for them to obey and act accordingly.” 

This coming before me, the Hoppo, I unite the circumstances and 
Jssuc this onler. When the order reaches the said merchants, let them 
act in obedience* to the tenor of the copy of the memorial, and enjoin 
ortlers on the barbarian merchants of ev^ry nation, >tha|; they may 
' pay obedience thereto. Oppose not! A Special Order ! ' ’ 

Annexed is a paper, containing a fair copy of the hmmorial,' as 
‘‘ollows : — * 
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‘‘A reverent memorial, respecting restrictive regulations, determined 
on for^the direction of the tra^, and of barbarians, is hereby presented,, 
imploring the sacred glance to be cast thereon. 

-t^-WYth reference "to barbanans from beyond the outer seas, epming 
to Canton to trade, since the time when, in the 25th year of ICoen-Lung, 
(1760,) restrictive enactments were fixed by a representation (to the 
throne), there have also been further regulations, from time to time, 
namely, in the 14th year of Kcaking, (1810,) and in the 11th year of 
Taoukwang, (1831,) determined on, by the several former Governors and 
Lieutenant-Governors; and on representation (to the thront;) the same 
have been sanctioned ; oberlience has been p;iid to them ; and they have 
become established laws. These have been complete .and ctfcctual. But 
in length of days, wherein tlicy have been in operation, either they have 
in the end become a dead letter, or tliere have gratlually sprung up 
unrestrained offences. 

“liast year the English Company was ended and dissolved. The 
said nation’s merchants come at their own option to trade. There is 
none having a general controul. Although commands have been issu(?d 
to the said nation’s barbarian merchants, to send a letter hornet to tlseir 
country, to continue the appointment of a T.aej)an wlio shall come to 
Canton, for the direction and controul («)f afi'airs) ; yet, as the merchants 
arc now many, and individuals are mingled together, while nilairs are 
under no united jurisdiction, it is necessarily recpiired that regulations 
should be enacted and published, in order to furnish matter to be obeyed 
and adhered to. But the affairs of time have v.ariations of pres(mt and 
past ; and, since the English barbarians’ Company is dissolved, the 
attendant circumstances of commerce arc also sliglUly different from what 
tliey before were. 

“Besides those oh 1 regulations, respecting which it is unnecessary 
further to deliberate, but all which, as formerly, continue to be distinctly 
enumerated in plain commands: and, besides the regulations regarding 
the management of barbarian debts, and regarding the strict senzure of 
smugglers, both which have already been specially re|)rfsented. there are 
still regulations which require to be reconsidenal, for the purpose of 
adding or altering. .These, we. your ■Vlajesty's .Ministers, calling into 
Council with us the Porch ings/.e aiul Anchas/.e, liave carefully deliberated 
u])on. 

“ The rules of dignified decorum should be rendered awe-striking, in 
order to repress overstepping presumjhion ; the bonds of intercourse 
should be closely tlrawn, in or<lcr to eratlicate Chinese traitors; the 
restraints on egi'css and ingress should be diligently enforee<l ; the 
responsible task of investigation and supervision should be <*arefully 
attended to. Then, surely, with regard to the restrictive enactments, will 
there be increasingly displayed minute care and diligence. At the same 
time, the Hong merchants sliould be strictly commanded to trade fairly 
and equitably, each regarding highly his respectability, in ortler that ail 
the foreigners, thoroughly imbued with the sacred dew of favojir, may 
universally quake with awe, and be filletl with tender regard. 

“ Looking upwards, to aid our Sovereign’s e.xtreme desire to soothe 
into subjection the far-coming barbarians, and to give attention and 
weight to the maritime, guard, we respectfully join thesis expressions, in 
a roverpnt and duly prepared memorial ; and also take the <Mght regula- 
tions which we have determined on, and, making separately a fair copy 
thereof, respectfully offer them for the Imperial perusal; prostrate sup- 
plicating our Sovereign to cast the sacred glance thereon, and to impart 
instruction. A resjiectful memorial. ' 

“Taoukwang, 15th year, 1st moon, 28th day. (February 25. 1835.)” 

“W^ respectfully take eight additional and altered regulations, 
restrictive of the barbarians, whereon we have deliberated and <iecaded ; 
and, having attentively made a fair copy thereof, we, with reverence, 
ofler .them for the,Jmperial iierusal.” 

1. The oufsi4^ barbariansT ships of war conveying goods are not 
permitted to s&JI ifitp the inner seas. It is requisite to enforce with strict- 

N . . 
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ness the pi-olii bilory commands, and to make the naval force "reSjpft^iWe 
Ibr keepinf^ thein off. • , . . . < 

On exainination. it appears^ that the trading barly^irians niay,.^rjng^ 
ships oj’ war to protect their- ^oods themselves. This has, for along tune 
past, been the case. But the regulation hitherto; existing only .permits 
them to anchor in the outer seas, there waiting till the cargo vesaiets leave 
the fjort, and then sailing back with them. They are not allowed to 
presume to enter the maritime port. From the period of the reign of 
‘ Keaking o)iwar<ls. they have gradiuilly failed to pay implicit obedience to 
the old rule : and, last year, there was again an aihiir of irregularly 
pushing in through the maritime entranee. Although the said barbai'ians, 
'sailing into the shallow waters of the inner river, can effect uothing in the 
least, yet restrl(‘tive moasui-es alwaj's should be perfect and complete. 
With regard to tlie lino of forts at the Boeca Tigris, there, are now some 
additional erections, and some removals in progress; and, at the same 
time, more cannon arc being cast, and measures of preparation and 
defence are being <h?tennincd on. It is, besides this, requisite to enforce 
wnth strictness the «x‘gnlations an<l prohibitions. 

Hci'caftcr, if a ship of war of any nation, conveying goods, presume 
to enter cither of the maritime ports ot'Cn>ss harbour, or the Bocca Tigris, 
tile barb;irian merchants’ cargo vessels shall have their holds altogether 
closed, and their trade stopped ; and, at the same time, she (the ship of 
war) sliall be imr.iediaU^ly driven out. The Naval Commander-in-chief 
also shall be held responsible, whenever he meets with a ship of war of 
the outside barbarians ancthorefl in the outer seas, to give commands 
immediately to all the ollicers and men of the forts, tliat they apply 
them.selves to the object of keeping up preventive measures against the 
same; also to lead forth in person the naval sipiadron ; to cruize about 
with them in guard of all the maritime entrances ; and to unite their 
strength to that of the forts, for the purpose of guarding against (any 
sueh ship of war). Should the officers or soldiers be guilty of negligence 
and indolence, they shall be reported against with severity. It is iiiq.K‘ra- 
tively necessary tluit the power of the naval and land forces should be 
made to act in niibi'oken concert, so that the barbarian ships may have 
no way of irregularly pushing through. 

2. When liarbarians stealthily transport maskets and cannon, or 
clandestinely bring u|) foreign females or foreign sailors, to the provincial 
city, the Hong merchants shall be held res|K>nsiblc in all points, for 
investigating the matter. 

It appears on examination, that barbarians may carry with them one 
sword, one rapier, and one gun, each; this the regulations do not prohibit. 
But if they pr(>sume, Ix-sUles this, to bring cannon and muskets, or other 
military weapons, and foreign females, up to the provincial city, the fixed 
regulations hoUl the men and officers of the guard stations responsible for 
finding out and stopping them. The guard stations liavc indeed the res- 
ponsible duty of searching and discovering ; but thg barbarian merchants 
at Canton, dwelling in the outside barbarians’ factories, the apartments 
which they occupy Are all rented by them from the Hong merchants. The 
said merchants’ ears and eyes being so close to them, they certainly cannot 
be ignorant i(of anything they do); it is evidently befitting that they 
should lie held responsible for investigating and finding out. 

Hereafter, the barbarians of every nation shall bo utterly disallowed 
bringing up muskets, cannon, or other military weapons, or foreign 
females, or sailors, to the provincial city. If any should clandestinely 
bring them up, tlie Hong merchants from whom tlieir factory is rented, 
shall be held resjionsible for discovering and preventing it, aiul for dis- 
allowing them t<) be brought into the factory; and for at the san>e time 
rcfiairing to the local magistrate to report (any such attempt). Should he 
suffer, connive at, and conceal such, the said Hong merchant shall be 
punished according to the law against clandestine intercourse with outside 
nations. The olficers and men of the guard stations, who fail to discover 
such nn.sdcmcanors, shall also be severally triwl and rigorously punished, 
as guilty of failing to investigate, and wilfully conniving! 

3. Klots and compradors of barbarian ships, musthavbjicdnses from 
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the Tungche of Macao; it must not be Jillowed that they shovild be 
privately hired. 

It is found on examination, that in the office of the Tungche of Macao, 
•thfere' have hitherto been appointed fourteen pilots ; and whenever a bar- 
barian ship arriA'cs in the sea outside of the Bocca Tigris, a report sliould 
be made to the saifl Tungche, that he may command a pilot to take the ship 
into the port. For the provisions and necessaries required l)y the bar- 
barian merchants on board the ship, a comprador should be employed, 
who is also selected from among men conspicuous in their nativi^ village 
for substance and propcrt)^ and is appointed by the said Tungche to fill 
the station. Of late, tlicre has constantly^ b(;<*n a set of vagabonds in the 
outer seas, falsMy acting in the capacity of pilots, who artfully make away 
with the goods of barbarians, and then run off. There has also been a 
class of vagabonds who craftily assume the name of compradors, and 
unlawfully combine for the purpose of smuggling, and other illegalities. 
When the thing is discovered, and search is made for them, their names 
and surnames having been falsely assumed, there are no means of finding 
and bringing them to trial. 

Hereafter, the Tungche of Macao, when appointing pilots, shall ascer- 
tain fully, their age, aiul outwanl appearance, their native place and habits 
of life, and shall tlnm give them a place in the list (of pilots), and also a 
scaled and signed waist-warrant*. A list also shall be kept of them, and a 
full report respecting them sent to he governor's office and to the Custom- 
house, to be there preserved. When they have to pilot in a barbarian 
ship, a. scaled license shall be given to them, stating explicitly the names 
and surnames of the pilot and of the master of the ship; w'hich when the 
gu.ai'd stations have veritied, they shall let the ship pass on. Any men 
without the sealed and signed w'aist-warrant, the barbarian ships must 
not hire and employ. 

With regard to the compradors required by the barbarian ships, when 
anchored at Macao or Whampoa, they must all have waist-warrants given 
to them by'’ the said Tungche, and must be subject at Macao, to examination 
by the said Tungche, and at Whampoa, to examination by the Pwanyee- 
hecn magistrate. If the barbarian ships come in or go out contrary to 
the regulations, or if the barbarians clandestinely' go atioiit in small boats 
to places along the coast, rambling among the villages and farms, the 
pilots shall be brou|;ht to a strict investigation. And if there be any sel- 
ling or purchasing of contraband goods, or any stealthy smuggling of 
goods liable to duty^ and the com[)ratlors do not report the same according 
to the truth, their ofIei\ces shall be rigorously' imuished. 

4. With regard to hiring and employing natives in the barbarian 
factories, there must be limits and rules clearly settleil. 

On examination, it ajipears, that it was formerly the regulation that 
the trading barbarians should not be. permitted to hire and employ any 
natives except linguists and compradors. In the 11th year of Taoukwang, 
it was, oil representation (to the throne), permitted, that in the barbarian 
factories, for gatc^-kceyiers, and for carriers of water, and carriers of goods, 
natives might be hired for (foreigners) by the compradors. But the silly 
populace 'earnestly gallop after gain, and jiossess but little shame. And, 

' adjoining the provincial city, are many persons who mulerstaml the bar- 
barian-speech. If the barbarians be allowed to hire tlvem at their own 
pleasure, it will be difficult to prevent unlawful combination and traitorous 
procedure. It is evidently bchtting that a limit and rule should be fixed, 
and that a siiecial responsibility should be created. 

Hereafter, in each barbarian factory, whatever the number of bar- 
barians inhabiting it. whether few or many', it shall be permitted only to 
employ two gate-keepers, and four water-carriers: and each barbarian 
merchant may hirS one man to keep his goods. It shall not be jicrmitted 
to employ any moie beyond this limited number. These men, the com- 
prador of the barbarian factory shall be held responsible for hiring; the 


• This is*a piece of wood with characters cut thereon, to be carried about the person, hence called 
‘‘ waist-warTAnt.'* 
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linguists sliiill be held responsible for securing and filling up the places of , 
the compradors ; and the Hong merchants shall be held responsible fot 
securing, and filling up the places of, the linguists. (This will be) a 
shutting-up rcgtilation, extending tlirough progressive grades. If there ’ 
be any illipt coVnl>ination, or breach of law, only the one who hired and 
stoo<l security shall be answerable. At the same time, commands shall 
be given to the Superintending Hong merchants, to make out monthly a 
fair list of the names and birthplaces of the compradors and coolies under 
each barbariaii’s name, and hand it in to the distrii't magistrate, to be 
kept in the archiv(‘s. ready at any time to be examined. As to the carriers 
of goods, the linguists shall bo commanded to hire them temporarily. When 
the time comes (that they are required): and when the business is 
finislu'fl, to send them back. As to the natives being hired, to bi^come the 
menial attendants of barbarian merchants, undt'r the name of shawan, 
(servants,) it shall be eternally prohibited. Should barbarian merchants 
hire coolies beyond the limit('d number, or clandestinely hire shawan 
(servants) as menial attendants, the linguists and Hong merchants shall 
both receive |)unishment. 

5. With regard to bai'barians’ vessels sailing about in the inner river, 
there should be reductions and limitations severally made, and the 
constant j)ra<‘ticc of idly rambling about should be jn-ohibited. 

It nj)pears. on examination, that the barbarian trading vessels, when 
they enter the jiort. anchor at V^hainpoa. In' going to and fro. between 
Canton and Macao, the English (k)m])any’s s*ki)>pcrs only have hitherto 
been permitted to travel in flag-bearing sampan boats. This kind of 
sampan is a boat with a rather large hull, and a deck over it, rendering 
it easy’ to <*arry in it military weapons an<l contraband goods. Now that 
the Company has been dissolved, all the flag-bearing sampan vessels 
should be done away with. 

As to the barbarians residing in the barbarian factories, they are not 
permitted to presume to go in and out at (heir own pleasure. In the 2lst 
year of Keaking (ISKb, during the period of the former governor, Tseang, 
being in olliee, it was arranged, that on thre(‘ days in every month, namely 
th<r 8th. 18th. and 28th, they should be permitted to ramble about once, in 
the neighbourhood. Of late years, the said barbarians have eontiiuially 
disolwyed the old regulations, it is imperatixely necessary to enforce 
powerfully the y)rohibitory’ commands. 

Hereafter, all tht* barbarians, when th(‘ir ships reach Whampoa, if they 
have any business rerpiiring (hem to go to and fro, between Canton and 
Mac*ao, or to interchange letters, shall only be |)ermitted to use uncovered 
sampans, they may not again use flag-bearing sampan vessels. When the 
small saiTipans pass the custom-houses, they must wait until they are 
searched ; and should they have in tluun contraband goods, or cannon, or 
other military^ weapons, they must be immediately driven out. The bar- 
barians residing in the factories shall only be permitted to ramble about 
once a day, on the 8th, the 18th, and the 28th <lay .s of each month, in the 
neighbouring flower gardens, and the Hae-chwang-sze t(»mplc (on Ilonan). 
Each time there must not be more than ten individuals, and they must be 
limited to (he hour of 5 in the evening to return to their factories. They 
must not b(i permitted to remain out to sleep or to drink li(|uor. If, when 
it is not the d|,y when tluiy may receive permission, they should go out 
to ramble, if they should exceed the number t»f ten individuals, or if they 
should go tt> other villages, hamh’ts, or market places, to ramble about, 
the Hong nu'rchants aiul linguists shall both receive punishment. 

6. When barbarians petition on any subject, they should in all cases 
petition through the medium of the Hong merchants, in order that the 
dignity of Government m.ay be rtmdered impressive. 

On examination, it ay)pears, that the written characters of outside 
barbarians, and of the Central flowery people are, not of the same nature. 
Among them (the former,) there arc .some who have a rough kifowledge 
of Chinese characters, but they arc unacquainted with style and good 
diidion. and are ignorant of the rules required for maintainance of dignity. 
When tlu'y petition (in affairs, the expressions inw^d are void of intelligent 
signification, and there is always much that it is difficult to^exp^in. 
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They also, in an irregular manner, adopt epii^lary forms, and confusedly 
proceed to present papers themselves, greatly infringing the dignity, 
of government. Moreover, that for one and the same oarbarian affairs, 
petitions should be presented, either through the medium of tlie Hong 
merchants, or by barbarians themselves, is an inconsistent mode of 
acting. 

Hereafter, on every occasiim of barbarians making jictitions on any 
affairs, they must always have the Hong merchants to petition ami state 
the ciicumstances for them. It is unnecessary that tliey should them-, 
selves frame the expressions of the petitions. Jf there be an accusation 
to be brought against a Hong merchant, on any afiair, and the Hong 
merchants may perhaps c-arry it oppressively, and refuse to petition for 
them, then the barbarians may be allowed to go themselves to the ofiices 
of the local magistrates, and bring forward tlnnr charges; and the Hong 
merchants shall be immediately brought to exanunation and trial. 

7. In setruring barbarian ships by Hong mercliants, there should be 
employed both securitii's by engagenumt and securities by rotation, in 
order to eradicate clandestiiK; illegalities. 

It is found on examination, that when barbarian ships come to 
Canton, the okl rule is, that tlu^y should be secured by all the Hong 
merchants in successive rotation, and if they transgress the laws, the 
security merchants an^ alone responsible. Aflcu'wards it was appre- 
hended that securing by I'otation was attended by offences of grasping 
and oppressive dealing, and all the Keankeo b.-irbariau (/. c. country) 
ships wei'e tliereforc pcrmitt(‘d themselves (o in\ iU' Hongs to become 
their seinirities. Now, the (knnpjiny has b(‘en dis.solved, and the bar- 
barian ships that corner arc scattered, dispersed, and without order; if 
th<! responsibility of being secured by the Hong merchants in rotation be* 
again enfor<‘ed, as formerly, it is apprehended that tiffences of extortionate 
oppression will arise. And yet, if suffered themselves to choose their 
securities, it is dillicult to insure that there will not be acts of unlawful 
combination. 

Hereafter, w hen the barbarian ships arrive at Canton, they shall still, 
as formerly, be permitted*to invite Hongs wherein they have confidence, 
to become their engaged securities, and all the trade in goods, the 
reejuesting permits, the payment of duties, and the transaction of public 
affairs, shall be. attended to by' the engaged security merchant. In the 
payment of duties, the tariff regulations shall be conformed to; it shall 
not be allowed to make the smallest fractional addition. At the same 
time, to each vessel shall be appointed a security bv rotation, which duty 
each of the Hongs sh.all fulfd in the order of successive routine. It shall 
be his special duty to examine and investigate affairs. If the engaged 
security' merchant join with the barbarians to make sport of illegal 
practices aiul traitorous machinations, or secretly add to the amount of 
duties, or incur debts to the barbarians, the security merchant by rotation, 
shall be held resjionsible for giving information thereof according to the 
fac’ts, that the other may' be brought to an investigation, and that any 
debts may be reclaimed. If the security by' rotation connive, he shall 
also on discovery bo brought to an investigation. 

8. If barbarian ships on the seas clandestinely sell goods chfavgeablc 
with duty, the naval force should be held responsible for finding out and 
seizing Ihc same. Akso, communications should be sent to all the seaboard 
provinces requesting them to examine and investigate. 

It appears, on examinat ion, that when the barbarian ships of every 
nation bring goods to Canton, it is reasonably required that they should 
enter the port, pay measurement charges ami duties, and sell off, through 
the medium of the Hong merchants. But the said barbarian vi'ssels 
continually cast anchor in the qiiter seas, and delay’ entering the port, and 
some even do not at all enter the port, but return and .sail away: not only 
storing up and selling opium, but also, it is feared, clandestinely disposing 
of foreign goods. We, your Majesty’s Ministers, on every' occasion of 
this being repor^d to us, have immediately replied by strict directions to 
the naval force, ^to urge and compel them to enter the ports, or if they 
will not enter the port to drive them instantly away, and not permit them 
to loiter about. We have also appointed officers at the various maritime 



entrances,' to seize with strictness, smuggling vagabonds. In repeated 
.instances, men and vessels going out- to sea to sell opium have been 
seized, and on investigation, punishment has been inflicted. But., the 

t )rovincc'of Canton has a line of coast continuous along; the provinces of 
«'uhkeen, Chekeang, Keang;soo, and Teentsin (Chihle). Traitorous 
vagabonds of the several provinces sail in vessels of the sea on 
the outer ocean, and clandestinely buy and sell goods, dealing with the 
barbarians, and then carry back ^their purchases) by sea. This class of 
traitorous deahu's neither entering Jior leaving by any of the sca-ports of 
Canton, there arc no means of guarding against or seizing theuv And 
the foreign goods having a divided consumption, the aitiount that enters 
the port is gradually lessened, the consequences of which oij the duties 
are great. 

Hereafter, the naval Commander-in-chief should be held responsible 
for giving commands to the naval vessels to cruize about in the outer seas 
in a constant course; and if there be any dealers approaching the 
barbarian ships, clandestinely to purchase foreign goods, immediately to 
seize them and give them over for trial and punishment. Also, regulations 
shoidd be established, that vessels of the sea, of whatever province, when 
wanting to pur<*hase foreign goods, shall xill repair to the chief Custom- 
house of Canton, and retjuest a sealed manifest, enumerating the goods 
and their quantities, and that none shall be permitted to make private 
ptirchases. Communications shotdd b<! seift to the provinces of Fuhkeen 
Chekeang, &c., that general orders may be issued, requiring obedience to 
be paid to this, and that strict search may be maintained in all the 
sea-ports, that if any vessel of the sea bring back foreign gowls, and it 
appears that she has not th<^ sealed manifest of the Custom-house, they 
shall be imnu'diately regarded as contraband, and on legal investigation, 
the vessel and cargo confiscated. 

Taoukwang, l.'ith year, 2nd moon, 10th day. (March 8th, 1835.) 


No. 39. 

Sir G.B. Robinson io Viscount Palmerston — {Received September 26, 1835.) 

(Extract.) Macao, April, 13, 1835* 

AT the same time that I am intimating my resolution to maintain 
our present position until we are in possession of the views and intentions 
of His Majesty’s Government, 1 shall not fail to take advantage of casual 
and unforeseen incidents, whereby beneficial results may be obtained. 

I was credibly informed that the local authorities and Chinese 
generally, were iii a state of much anxiety and alarm some time ago, wlnm 
the early ships from Bengal were cxj)ected. An unfouiulcfl and absurd 
report which ill-judging persons ignorantly or iniscy?ievously promulgated, 
of s(!ven or more ships of war being off the coast, produced a lively sen- 
sation and considerable alarm in Canton ; but the arrival of letters and 
papers, from India putting an end to immediate apprehension, and 
encouraj^etf, I ft‘ar, in the idea that the events of last year will be consigned 
to oblivion, 1 believe little comparative interest is exhibited at the present 
moment, although there is no doubt their fears and anxiety will again 
return as the t ime approaches for the arrival of important despatches. 

It now becomes a painful but imjierative duty to express unfeigned 
regret at the dissensions .and violent party spirit that has so fatally pre- 
vailed, and even now exists to a fearful extent, amongst the meryantilc 
community of Canton. Vour Lordship will, 1 feel certain, acquit me of 
any other feeling, save .a sense of duty, when T call your attention to this 
dangerous state of society, and express hiy firm conviction that the un- 
towanl reception at, and disastrous removal of. His Majesty’s Commis- 
sion from C.anton, was mainly tq.be attributed to the bitter party feeling, 
which I am sorry to assert, reigried at^ the very moment when general 
unanimity, and <;orflial cooperation', should have aided tlnd strengthened 
the efforts of its officers • 

In no country, in no case, arc dissensions so injurious, or unanimity 



dti& ^(kI will so to ^be ipublic welfare ui Qhiaa,r hut, i > ^ameiit 

Isb’sby I liaTC'ittviiriably witnossod tho’evil effects. of an opposite state of 

‘ 

■‘ Without reverting to the past, I wish strongly to. poiot out the 
absolute necessity of placing the officers of government as muph beyond 
these influences as practicable; their most strenuous efforts and best 
exertions must be in vain, if counteractecl by a strong undercurrent, if I 
may so cipreas it. To prevent an evil of this nature is perhaps impos- 
sible, but 1 conceive it might l)e in a degree Icssenecl, were every British 
subject, every British ship, removed Ijrom the river, pi'ovious to the com- 
mencement ()f*any sort of communication wit.li the local authorities. 
Timely a^d reasonable notice being given, 1 should not anticipate rcnion- 
strant;e on an occasion where personal apprehensions would have their 
due Vveight. A retirement to Macao wonld hardly have the desired 
effect, and ])robably lc<^d to many diffi(*ullies ; to avoid which I would 
venture to recommend the embaj'kation of all Jiritish families and subjects 
resident at that place, nntil political arrangenicnts were perfectly con- 
cluded, on board the merchant sliips, whicli might then take their station 
in some of the beautiful harbotirs in the neighlxnirhood of Laivtao or 
Hong Kong. How far the latter measure is practicable 1 am uncertain, 
but think, if accom[)lish(‘d, it woiikl make a gr(!ater impression on the 
Chinese than any exfiedients hitherto resorted to. 

With the exception of some trilling disputes betw(‘en commanders, 
officers, and seamen of merchai\t ships, which Ca|)tain Klliot’s competpnt 
knowledge of maritime law and usage has enabled me to settle with little 
difficulty, nothing worthy of notice has occurred. 


No. 40. 

Sir G. B. Robinson io Viscount Palmerston. — (Receioed January 28, 1S36.) 

Aly Lord, * Macao, July 1, 1835. 

• 

I HAVE tlm honour to transmit the acc()mj)anying pnpci's, and 
respectfully to rccoinnxend them to your Lordship’s earnest attention'*. 
Charged with the yiipc'rintendcuee of this gn^at commerce, to be carried 
on under an entirely altereil state of circumstances, \vc have considered it 
incumlxmt ujum us, not to shrink, from some responsibility in the early 
ancl firm establishment of the position, that the safe pursuit of trade in 
this j)art t)f the world, (so remote from any means of judicial intcr\Vntion) 
rests upon some surer basis than the constant existence of dispassionate 
fairness, upon the part of every person from whom money may be 
claimed. . 

Your Lordsltip will permit me to remark, that almost all the commer- 
cial operations of British subjects resorting to this country, will necessa- 
rily be mixed up with c.xtensive tran.saciions w ith native dealers. In that 
quarter, hK), then very mischievous results cmdd not fail to ensue if an idea 
were to get abroad, that in the actual state of things there were no 
certain means at hand to constrain an unwilling party, cith^ to submit 
a commei'cial dispute to equitable means of inquiry and adjustment upon 
the* spot, or to furnish reasonable security that the matter should be 
subjettted to adjudication in anotlier place. If such an iraprc.ssion be 
permitted to obtain, I should be wrong to refrain from declaring to your 
Lordship my own strong opLnidn, (formed from actual obsciwation of 


Office^ Fehr%ia%‘if, 1840. — Tlu’.sr. papers n^Iulo to a rlaim of ^Messrs. Tumor & Co., 
upon- Mr. Keiitin^, for a sum of 300 dollars, a statonimt tif whirli is given in Lord Palmerston’s 
deiipatoh to Captain Elliot, of November 8, 1S3G. The case is only interesting ns s^lio^ing the noees- 
ssity there is for the Superintendents lx*ing antoed with efficient powers to controul British subjects 
in their intercourse and dctiliugs with each otherO 
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events passin^f likely to pass; in these early stages of the- relaxed , 
system) that mere -would be much' reason, to -appiiehend -a -serious shock ». 
to the vast confidence which has' hitherto bebn - rejmsed in the -faith -.atidi- 
honour of the British trader. And upon the maintenance of that confi> 
deuce the very existence of this commerce ntay- be thought to depend ; for, 
if the native merchant be brought to think, that the*justice anfl ffairness - 
of the foreigner had failed, it is too probable ho would also feel, that all 
had passed away upon which he coukl place any dependence. From his 
own Government he has little to -look for, but general indilferenco, or > 
perhap.s exaction, whenever any |>retcxt presents itself for interference in 
his conccuTis. * 

In the Act of Parliament to regulate the trade to India apd ('hina,' 
it is, amongst other things, enacted, “That it shall and may be lawful 
for His Majesty, by such an Order as to His Majesty in Council shall 
appear expedient and salutary, to give to the Superintendents in the said 
Act mentioned, or any of them, jwwers and authorities over, and in 
respect of, the trade and commerct*, and for the direction of His Majesty’s 
subjects within the dominions of the Fmperor of Cliina.” In the first 
Order, passed by His Majesty in Council on the 9th December, 1833, it 
was thereupon ordered, “ that the Superintendents shoidtl be clothed for 
thc.se purposes with all the jjovvers and authorities heretofore vested in 
the Supracargoes of the East liidia Coin[)any, s;ive so far as the same 
were repealed or abrogated by the Act of Parliament.” In the same 
Order it is then set forth, “ that all the re^ilat ions which were in force 
on the 21st April, 1831, were thereby confirmed;” and it was further 
directed, “that they should he compiled and published.” 

Now, my Lord, it is respectfully submitted, that there were no regu- 
lations in existence of the nature contemplated in that Order in Council ; 
the Supracargoes hail been unaccustomed to interfere in commercial dis- 
putes between the very few private' traders here : ancl whenever affairs 
involving either political or <*omniercial difficulty with the Chinese 
prc.sented themselves, they poss(*ssed abundant means of doing as much 
as was needftd. No English subject was here without a lieenst' from the 
Company; and the Committee, in any case of cmer^'cncy, had it in their 
power to apprize the Chinese authorities, that the license had been sus- 
pended, an<l that they woidd in no respect interfere fbr the adjustment of 
any debts the parties complained of might contract. subsiHpimitly to the 
date of that notice. The British shipping which resorted to China was 
under the complete controul of the Committee ; they either belonged to 
the (’ompany, or were chartered by it ; and the country ships were 
furnished with licen.ses by the Indian Governments, withdrawable at 
pleasure, either by these authorities, or, in cases of exigency, by the 
Committee itself. There ha<l been no need, therefore, for any body of 
regulations having resjieet to the general direction and controul of 
British subjects in China. 

When diffuadties presented themselves, the Commitl.ee acted according 
to the best of their judgment in the circumstances of the case, and it is 
plain that there was flo lack of means to give effect to their resolutions. 

It has certainly been the anxious desire of this Commission, upon" 
every ground of consideration, to interfere as little as was possible, till 
further instructions should reach them from England; but in these 
particular cases thc'y havc^ felt themselves called upon to relax that rijle. 
They' interfered not oidy in a sense of justice to those of His Majesty’s 
subjects who c'laimed their as.sistance, biit principally [and this point can 
hardly' be too frecpiently insisted upon] because they plainly perceive the 
practical necessity of setting aside the mischievous impression, that every 
British subject at (’anton is .at full liberty, in the c^ase of a commercial 
dispute, either to concede or to refuse to sulnnit his right to detain a sum 
of money claimed by' another, to fair means of iiiqidry'^ and deteiimination. 

l’erha])s there is no place where a higher degrc'e of mutual commercial 
good faith subsists th.an at Canton, or where it i.s more needful that such- 
a feeling should be carefully fostered; and it ,is owing in a great degree 
to this very c'ircumstancc, that perhaps there is no jilace wfiere larger 
.facilities present themselves for the extensive abuse of that\ 2 onfidence; 
in the present conjuncture particularly, when an immense trade is thrown 
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open to general ‘ speculation and adventure, such opportunities and risks 
must be 'Vastly increased. In the spirit, and by the plain inttot of thO' 
Act Parliament, the Orders in Council,: and our Instructions', it is clear 
that we are called upon to watch over and protect this trade; and 
1 repeat that I know no circumstances more calculated to injure its best 
interests, than any admission of the position, that there are no means 
to oblige a British subject to comply with the demand 'of another to 
submit a commercial dispute involving the retention of funds to an 
equitable mode of adjustment here or elsewhere. 

A second Order in Council, of the 9J;h December, 1833, creates a 
Court of Justice, wStli “ criminal and admiralty jurisdiction, for the trial 
of offences committed by His Majesty’s subjects within the dominions of 
the Emperor of China, and the ports and havens thereof, and on the high 
seas, within 100 miles of the coast of China.” The jurisdiction of this 
Court seciAs to lie strictly of a criminal description, and, therefore, dis- 
putes of the nature I have adverted to could not fall within its disposal. 
But, indeed, even supposing that it were possible to strain the con- 
struction of this Order to the extent that it vested the Chief Superin- 
tendent with a civil admiralty jurisdiction, T know not, with the means 
we have upon the spot, how it would be possible to avoid most perplexing 
difficulties, in the attempt to adjust such disputes as these by any process 
of that kind. 

One opinion Mr. Keating has delivered to the effect, that, in our 
present situation, we have no authority to interpose upon the behalf of 
those of His Majesty’s subjects who have claimed our assistance, seems 
to be founded upon a rigidly literal construction of that article of the 
instructions commanding us to take up our residence at Canton, and to 
exercise our functions there, and not elsewhere in the dominions of/ the 
Emperor of China, without His Majcst)'^’s sanction. We believe that the- 
single object of this article is to deprive the Commission of the power to 
proceed to any other port in China than Canton, without His Majesty’s 
authority; and we arc of opinion, that it is wresting it to a purport 
entirely foreign to its own intent, and to the whole spirit of the Act of 
Parliament and the Orders* in Council, to construe these w«)rds in such 
wise us would, in point of fact, for the present, deprive the King of all 
authority over His Majesty’s subjects in this country. I must onc‘c more 
assure your Lordship, in a very earnest manner, that I ;im persuaded we 
should be seriously jeopardizing national interests of considerable im- 
portance to abandon the right to interfere (so far as circumstances permit) 
to the extent that the Act of Parliament, the Orders in Council, ami the 
Instructions have contemplated. We are authorisetl anti coniraandcddn 
those instruments to use our utmost efforts for the maintcnant;e of peace 
and good order amongst His Majesty’s subjects at Canton, and for the 
safe pursuit of this commerce ; and we tlo not perceive that the acts of the 
native provincial authorities have relieved us from the most efficient dis- 
charge of those dutiei^ that circumstances admit. In the exercise of 
authority, it always behoves men in public stations to proceed with the 
utmost circumspection (and, surely, in the position we arte plai'etl in, it is 
pre-eminently incumbent upon us to be extremely cautious) ; but the cou- 
cessioti of the right to interfere, iipon such grounds as Mr. Keating has 
now advanced, would be a step which 1 must suppose would b»i very little 
likely tameet your Lordship’s approbation. 

Mr. Keating finds another argument in su])poi*t of his exemption 
from any liability to do what we have required from him, in the fact, that 
we are none of us directly appointed ^by the Crown. Upon this point it 
seems to be sufficient to say, that the Royal Instructions providing for the 
filling of vacancies occasioned by the death, njsignation, or removal of 
any members of this Com.nissiqn have been strictly adhered to : and the 
appointments made in conformity with those Instructions, have Ix'en 
publicly and officially promulgated in the newspaper. Any disrcgaixl 
of our authority resting upon grounds Of this description is, in effect, a 
denial or disregard of Ilis M;ijcsty’s lawful authority to make such 
provisions. I really feel however, that* it cannot 'be necessary to trouble 
your Lordship with a detailed reply to all the observations in Mr. Keat- 
ting’s letter of 11th June; but one circumstance, it is a duty which I owe 
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to this Commission, and I believe 1 may say, to the public interests, to 
bring under your Lordship’s particular attention. ' 

At a certain period '.in the course of this protracted correspondence 
with Mr. Keating, he has neglected to ’acknowledge several communi- 
cations which had been forwarded to him; and as we were informed that 
he had come down to Macao, and as the last of these letters had been 
returned unopened to us* from Canton, it was handed to a young 
gentleman in t he Seci'ctary’s office to Ijc delivered to Mr, Keating at this 
place, in order that wc might be assured it had reached his hand. Upon 
this occasion, Mr. Keating, to use his own language, appealed to his 
Exccllc'ucy tlie (rovernorof Macao, as to our right to attempt legislation 
whilst unrecognized here.” 

I offer your Lordship my assurance iipon my word, that the parti- 
cular cii'ciiinstance which drew from Mr. K(viting this appeal to the 
(Governor of Macao, is strictly conlined in ])oint of fact, to the delivery of 
a paper to him, nnd in point of intention, to the simple desire to ascertain 
that it had reached its destination. Mr. Keating, it might have been 
thought, had snflicient proof before him, that wo had no disposition to 
attempt the execution of any formal acts at Macao, in the fact that the 
formal injunction \v(' forwarded to him. w'as signed within the limits of 
the port of Canton. I hope it will appear to your Lordship that there 
was no need for this description of app<jal, or, indeed, I inig‘ht say, of 
complaint, by a liritish subject to a. foreign authority; and if Mr. Keat- 
ing's proceeding in this resjiec't has not involved ns in einbari’as.sing 
discussions w'ith the Macao government, — w'hieh in our present position 
in China, might ha\e led to a high degree of public inconvenience, — I 
must aseril>e the eseajie to that state of perfect good understanding which 
subsists between his Kxeellenc\ ami this Commission. 

Upon tlu; whole, my Lord, w'c have interfered in these claims 
bctw’ecn .Messrs. Turner and Co. (acting as the Representatives of absent 
British owners) and of Mr, John Smith, against Mr. Keating, because we 
believed, that it was w'ithin the plain intent of the hnv that we should 
intromit, if the need were, for the protection of Tier Majesty’s subjects in 
their lawful pursuits in cases of this <l(*scription, and also for other 
reasons which it is unneccssaiy to recapitulate. , In the absence of any 
defined practice, w'c recommended such a course as appoare<l to us to be 
consistent with the general spirit of British Uiav upon siu.'h subjects, viz., 
the fairest investigation that circumstances permitted, anil an opening 
for ap|)cal to higher sources, if appeal should be desired. Mr. Keating 
hiUi, liowiner, rejected every overture either to adjust tlie demand pre- 
ferred against liim, or to submit to further inquiry upon the spdt, or to 
give reasonable security that be would institute proceedings, in the nature 
of appeal, against the formal decision of the Siq)erintendcnts in England, 
or to ])ay the money under a y)rotest against the lawfulness of their in- 
junctions. In fact, every effort we have made to induce’ him to submit 
these disputes to inquiry and adjustment has bCcn alike fruitless ; and, 
under thesis eireuinstanees, w-e have felt it our duty (with a view to fix the 
})rinci[)le of liability) to pay the sums claimed against him upon the 
public account. 

It had been the intention of the Commission, at one period, to give 
publicity to all the circumstances of these eases amongst the British com- 
mercial commiinit}'^ at (’anton, and to declare that all [lersons thinking fit 
to transact business with Mr. Keating must be plea.sed to conform to the 
undei-standing, that, until those debts were paid, the Snixjrintendents 
could afford no facilities for the adjustment of any disputes which might 
arise w ith him : that is to say, in any transactionsyinginating subsequently 
to the date of the before-mentioned notice. Upon full consideration, 
however, they refrained from resorting to that measure, upon the ground, 
that it might lead to a public, and, judging from the tone cffMr. Kiting’s 
correspomlcnci’, probably not very temperate, denial of their authority as 
the King's officers. — a contingency they have considered it e.xpedieiit, for 
obvious political reasons, to avoid. Mr. Keating has complained, in very 
warm terms, of the harshness and illegality, of any proceedings of that 
description. He insists, that such 'powers cannot be gralitcd to us, as 
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they would not be recognised by the British Constitution as leg^l. even 
were the dispute ih England, and with the Crown itself, lie declares, that 
such a deed could imly'Hnd a parallel in the arbitrary and tyrannical acts 
of the Star Chamber ! It does not ajjpeaf, however, that there would be 
any grievous practical injustice, of which Mr. Keating has* a right to 
complain, in trie notice ; that, as he would conform to no mode of adjust- 
ing coinmt^rcial disputes which had been proposed to him, and as he per- 
sisted in retaining a sum of money, in spite of the. opinion of all the 
persons, commercial as well official, to whom the matter had been sub- 
mitted, the Su]H'rinten(lents must declare, that, for the riitiire, they could 
not interfere ill any similar discussion which miglit arise witJi liira ; and 
that all parties tliinking fit to transact business with liiiu, must be pleased 
to conform to that understanding. Such a ineasv;r{^ would have lieen in 
sufficiently close analogy with a practice of which thei-e has Ix^en no want 
of precedent here by the Company and their servants, — nanu'ly. the with- 
drawal of licenses. Had the dispute been in I'.ngland. not with the 
Crown, as Mr, Keating has suggested, but precisely as tin; case is now, 
with an individual, the pow'cr of the CVowu would probably have been 
invoked and applied in a very different form. Limt is lo say, in tlie form of 
a sheriff’s writ Air. Keating K))eaks of the luinlsbip. cruelt}, and 
illegality of these proceedings, but Ik; has not saifl anylliing very satis- 
factory upon the fairness of his ow'ii com! net. 1 lielieve your Lorilship 
will be of o))inioii, that there is no real foundation for these loud eom- 
])laints of tyrannical and ultra legal intentions upon the part of this 
Ckiminission ; and Mr. Keating will profiald)' find, at some future period, 
that these are not times when a man's owui wrongous jiroceedings are to 
be glossed over liy a tone of defiance, or by vague and vehement accusa- 
tion of the nature lie has advanced. . ^ 

Practically speaking, the .state of the case is this: — Mr. Keating 
entertaining opinions that there is an alisenee of all power anti authority 
over liim, takes advantage of tliat supposed state of cireumstanccs, to 
retain in his liands a sum of money elaimed by another person, in spite of 
the ctmcuiTt'nt oiiinions of several of the most respectable merchants in 
the [)!ae<‘, to w hom the ea*se was sidmiitted by his own consent, in sjiite of 
the o[)inion.s of tliis X.’ommission to whom it was afterwards referred hy his 
own desire, and in spite* of every proposition and injunction that has bi'cn 
made to him, to submit to further inquiry' here, or to give swairity that fur- 
ther inquiry should be had elsewliere. It can be w ithin the intent of no 
law to sustain proceedings of this kind, far less of laws, the avowed 
objects of wdiich arc the presi'rvation of peace, the maintenance of good 
order, and the support of trade at Canton. 

If it were admitted tliat Mr. Keating is jMu-foetly'^ right, and that 
every man has it in his power to do us he has done upon these occasions, 
it is prett)'^ certain that the peace could not be kept, and that commerce 
could not be pursued in this country. The dread of publicity, and the 
con.sequences of siu’b»a notice as has been suggested, appear to lie the 
only motives within any reach of ojuMatioii here, wliieli will alw.ays 
enable the public authorities in this country to constrain an unwiUing 
person to submit disputtnl commercial claims to inquiry liere or elsewhere, 
ff both parties consent to defer the settlement of such cases to another 
time and place, there can be no necessity for pidilic interference; but if 
one side seeks to be heard, and the other refuses to accede to the pro^X)- 
sition, some proper mode of meeting .such an exigency must be dc\ ised, 
or I am afraiil that <‘ommercial o|)erations in this count ry will be unsafe 
for rcs|M!etable persons. , 

It remains for us^ very respectfully, but earnestly, to entreat your 
Lordship to give the subject of this communication yoiir Ix'st attention, 
Tf we might presume to olier.an opinion, w'c would humbly suggest that 
an Order shoMd lie passed by Ilis Majesty in (’ouneil. granting to the 
Superintendents authority tti proraidgate some provisional scheme of 
arbitration (in eases of need) by the compulsory proct'ss, in the mari- 
ner proposed .by Captain Elliot. ,< In cases of contum.icious resistance 
to submit' to,, inquiry or adjustment, powers likew ise to be given' to 
declare to tlse Bmish and Native qmnmercial bodies, that subseciiicntly 
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to the date" of that .notification,' facilities existed,. for the a(j|just- 
ment of any- disputes which 'ipi^h^t} arise! in . the -transaction ofpusi- 
ness with the! recpsant parties! I tlUi these particular cases adverted to 
in thU correspondence, we. would v'sdggest ..With submission,, that Mr. 
Keating should be once more called upon by your Lordship’s desire,* to 
pay the public claims .against him, and that he should be informed, that 
his failure to do so would be followed by a public notice to.,tho effect I 
have just described. • 

I have, &.C., 

(Signed) G. B. ROBINSON. 


No. 41. 

Sir (J-. B. Robinson to the lyuke of IV ellington. ■^{Received January 

• 28, 1836.) 


(Extract.) Macao, July 26, 1835. 

I AVAIL myself of the departure of a ship for India, vid Sincapore, 
to acknowledge the receipt of a despatoh, from your Grace to the late 
Lord Napier, under date February 2, 1835. 

Penmng the arrival of those instructions I am now awaiting, 
I have deemed it my imperative duty to maintain the same position of 
affairs, regarding His Majesty’s Commission in China, that prevailed on 
the,,, departure of Mr. Davis, and most thoroughly concurring with that 
gentleman in the sentiments expressed in his despatch of October 12, 
1834, and minute in the records, under date 19th January, 1835; it is a 
source of satisfaction and congratulation to me, at this period, to reflect, 
that nothing has occurred to render the adoption of the measures we 
may be commanded to pursue less easy or consistent. 

Assuming your Grace’s despatch to be written upon tlic receipt of 
the early communications from hence of tlie late Lord Na]>icr, and pre- 
vious to the arrival in England of all the details connected with the 
occurrences, proceedings, and ultimate catastrophe of liis Lordship’s 
departure from Canton, I <'annot perceive, upon the most attentive perusal 
and consideration of its contents, that I should be justified iu any devia- 
tion from that line of conduct to which I feel myself pledged to adhere, 
until I shall have the honour to receive further instructions, when it will 
be my anxious duty, and that of every officer of the Commission, im- 
plicitly to obey, anil strenuously to endeavour to carry them into effect. 


No. 42. 

Sir G. B. Robinson to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received March 10, 1836.) 

(Extract.) Macao, October 10, 1835. 

[ TRUST your Lordship will approve of the perfectly quiescent 
line of policy 1 have considered it my duty to maintain under the, jpriesent 
aspect of affairs . 

I have never, in the slightest degree, perceived a disposition on the 
part of the Chinese authorities to enter into 'communication, or . even 
permit an intercourse, with the officers of jLhis Commission, .On the con- 
trary, I am convinced any premature and ill-timed attempt to that effect 
would end in repulse and disappointment; and, as in the, instance of 
Captain Elliot’s visit to the city ga^ in January last,* involve additional 
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'^‘Cdittuntely dhd ' itidult, > thereby greatly impeding the pros^pective adjust- 
'‘piieht of existing :*diffioultieB; ait{*‘ well as creating and vexatious 
intefruptiona to rae p^seht^quiht'|i^drpi‘osperpu8>]rt)[utinc|i)f l^e.tr^e, for 
' no other object thah' 'the possible ^Mtainment of ^ery,tbepretieal, if not 
questionable, dd^iantages. ' . “>r '•. '! ? ,(>(!- . -- 

• I wish to point out to your Lordship, that, under all the disadvantages 
attending 'obr present position, the commercial opeiiations of the past 
season were brought to a favorable close, or rather, I should assert, were 
continued with unusual vigour and success, during the summer; and that, 
at this commencement of a new season, T see no reason to apprehend 
difficulties or interruptions. Being well aware of the importance of the 
object, I shall carefully avoid every ri.sk of endangering its safety, unless 
imperatively called upon to interfere, on the occasion of unforeseen 
occurrences, when I must, of course, be guichnl by the exigencies of the 
case. 1 perceive, both on the part of the Chinese authorities and the 
British community, an anxious wish to avoid any reference to the officers 
appointed by His Majesty’s Government to sup(;rintend the trade. So 
long as their interference does not seem necessary for the support of 
national character and reputation, or the ends of justice, I confess I 
conceive it injudicious to force it upon those parties who, however fallaci- 
ously, imagine they arc independent of authority, on the plea, that this 
Commission is not formally acknowledged and recognized by the Chinese. 

My anxious endeavours will be used for the maintenance of tran- 
quillity and th(! prevention of disorders and difficulties of any kind. I 
see no reason to apprehemd any of those evils, and 1 confidently await the 
proper period, wnen, being in possession of your Lordship’s despatches, 
wc shall sec our course clearly, and ultinuitcdy succec'd in carrying into 
effect the very spirit of those instructions with which we ^may be 
furnished. 

r 


No. 4.3. 

Sir G. B. Robinson id Viscount Palmerston. — {Received March 14, lb36.) 

(Extract.) Macao, November 11, 1835. 

IT is a source of great satisfaction to me to point out the very quiet 
and regular progress of the trade, which being now fairly commenccci for 
the season, ap^icars to be carried on with vigour ancl success, under 
all the disadvantages attending our singular position. 

It will be my anxious care to contribute, by any efforts in ray power, 
to its welfare and advancement ; but, confidently impressed with the con- 
viction, that ■ any movements or attempts to enter into communication 
with the Chinese authorities, would not only prove futile, but probably 
involve serious consequences, such as stoppage and interruption to the 
trade, I shall carefully abstain from any measures of the Kind, until in 
< possession 6f further inforniatioii and definite instructions. 

I am induced to reiterate this assurance from an apprehension that 
rumours of -a contrary nature might (it any time reach your Lordship, 
emanating, in a great degree, from interested parties, or from individual 
Correspondence of Englisii residents in China, many of whom are but too 
ready to anticipate evils, which they conceive would be likely to arise from 
our interference. 

Considering the, number of ships now in China, the very disorderly ' 
State of our mercantile marine service, and the peculiar position of affairs,. . 
it is a matter of surprise. that so few difficulties have presented them- 
selves ; an<7 1 confidently anticipate the satisfaction of announcing to your 
Lordship, from time to time, that the. important commercial operations of' 
the season continne in a state of activity and progression. ' . ! 





No. 44. 

Sir G. B\ Robiuson to Viscount Palmerston. — (^Received March 28, 1836.) 

(Extract.) Macao, November 20, 1835. 

WITH reference to the case of Mr. James Tunes, as entered in our 
records, under date 1st August and subsequently, it Tjccorncs my. duty 
most foreil)Iy to jioint out the unjustina[)le seizure, or, more properly 
speaking, robbery of that gentkunan’s j)roperty, as well cs the continued 
equi\oeation and evasion, rather than denial of redress for the grievance, 
or compensation for the loss sirstained ; and, earnestly begging your 
Lordship’s serious and early attention to the subji'et, to commend in the 
highest terms, his extreme forbearaneii and moderation, under eircum- 
stiinees of the utmost |)ro\oe;ition and irritation, when I frankly avow to 
your Lordshif) my eonvietion, that a mort* prompt and vigorous, though 
not equally prudent, resort to means at his own disposal, would have 
proA'cd more elTicaeious, and, without doubt, tcuuled to prevent the 
recurrence of similar outr.ages, a consideration of the highest importance 
to those jiarties engaged in the China trade. 

If. under an impression duit the officers of this Commission VA’^cre, 
from the singular peculiarity of their pexsititm, unabh* to afford him 
assistance, or an idea, how(‘Aer erroneous, that they 'v<‘re not so disposed, 
Mr. Inucs, in the excitement arising from a. continued course of mendacity 
and insult on th<^ jiart of the Ioav' Mandarins, in place of seeking for 
aid and assistance from those authorities ajijiointed by His Majesty, who, 
hoAA'cver, it must be confessed, AA(*re not conqietenl. from tlurir critical 
p'ositiun, to afl'ord it, fell into the error of concerting measures for the 
recoAcry of his |)ropcrty by force, it otdy affiwds tln^ strongest proof, if 
iiuhs'd any wen' wanting, of the ileferi'iitial respi'ct and ('xtreme degree 
of proprietv CAinced towards them on this and e\erA' other occasion. 
That so loyal and patriotic a subject should readily forego his ])rivate 
interests, and ab.-ind’on the measures upon the suoc(>ssl'ul results of Avhicli 
lu; is extremely tenacious, in ih'ference .and resjx'ct. to the high and 
responsible office I Iuia'c the honour to hold, is not so much a matter of 
surprise as of commendation ; and 1 sincerely hope and trust the A'cry 
prai.seAvorthy, and, at this crisis, most important example exhibited by 
Mr. Innes, Avill not fail to excite your Lordship’s approbation and 
strenuous ('IT'orts to obtain redress for a gricAaius injury. 

Under the promise giAcn in my letter under date 7lh August. T shall 
not fail to bring the ease very pointedly to the notice of the Chinese 
authorities, in the event of my coming in contact A\ith them jirevioos to 
the rc'ceijit of an ansAver to this despatch; Init not iiereeiving much 
probability of a successfid issue, even should any such communication 
take place, I ri'st assured I shall haAc the honour pf receiving ^ome in- 
structions by the e.arlii'st opp(»rtiinity. and T conceive it is an impcratiA'c 
duty on my part to impress on your Tjordshij) the imjiortanec of the 
subject. 

The Chinese authoritii's being well aAvare the case has been brought 
to the notice of the liritish Government, Avill naturally I'oncliidc, that 
outrages of this nature m.ay be penetrated Avith imjninity, if the prjpserit 
instaiu'c passes Avithout notice ; while British subjects, under the conviction 
that no redress can be obtained by reasonable, projicr, and formal repre- 
sentation and appeal. Avill proceetl to summary means for the protection or 
recoA'ery of their property, alike dangerous to the Avelfare and safety of 
the trade, the preservation of peace and tranquillity, and the maintenance 
of that high national character and reputation which it is so desirable 
should continue eminently conspicuous. ‘ „ 

lu the present divifled and discordant state of society in China, 
^ r. Innes apprehends, perhaps -with reason, that jiarty spirit has 
materially operated to the prejudice of his cause with the Chinese authori- 
ies. ^ It becomes, therefore, inlinitely more necessary thSy should be 
convinced of the watchful attention .of His Majesty’s Govet^ment to the 
interests of its subjects, and that our (‘ountrymen should pcrceiv'e the 



advantages likely to accrue from a peaceable and prudent demeanour, and 
an appeal, in cases of doubt -and difficulty, to those officers appointed -by 
His Majesty to watch- over the general safety and welfare with the most' 
jealous vigilance. . . 

It is an important feature throughout this case, that no direct accu- 
sation of smuggling is alleged. The reply of the Keun-Min-Foo to my 
last address may be considered an acquittal of any such intention, and an 
admission of the roblxiry, with an e.vhortation to wait. It may fairly be 
taken' as a demonstration of fear on the part of the Mandarins, who, 
according to thejr invariable custom, evade all in([uiry, (*quivocatc and 
procrastinate to an incredible extent, but by n{> means decide the 
question, even according to their own pleading, against the foreigner. I 
am very much inclined to coincide with Mr. Innes in the supposition, that, 
his good.s are still in the possession of the lloppo's people, who are as yet 
afraid to appropriate them, but will certainly do so cvcnluallx, if the allair 
is suffered to sink intt) oblivion. 

J consider mj communication to the Keun-Min-Foo to have been 
attended with very good (dfcct, since the re[Jy from that Mandarin, scot in 
a formal and official manner to my residence, is likely to prove very im- 
poi'tant at a future period, and i <-annot but congratulate myself on the 
results of the intercourse I consider I have succoeiled in establishing with 
a Chinese officer of his higli rank and local influence. 

Independent of other considerations, I will briefly call your 
Lordship’s attention to the importance of the subject*^, as connected with 
the safety and facilities of transhipment of goods outside the port, a 
system now carried on to a vast extent, and so universally jiraciised, that 
it may well Ik; considered an established custom. It is. indeed, of most 
vital importance to cherish and protect this privilege, if it cun be so 
termed, and to check the lawless outrages of a set of miscreants, from 
circumstances daily increasing in strength and numbers, who are perhaps 
in the pay of the .Mandarins, — at least protected by them on all occasions 
wlierc o[)portunities occur of sharing the plunder; but I shall have the 
honour to address your Jjordship on some t«)pies in ref(*renec to the Lintin 
trade, and, thercliore, having so strongly advocated Mr. Innes’s cause, and 
presumed, with air<luv deference an<l respect, to recommend his ease to 
early and serious consideration, I trust I may be permitted to express 
my sanguine expectation, that a strong remonstrance on the part of His 
Majesty’s Cioverninent, with a demand for nxlress or compensation, 
would be attended, if not with perfect success, at least with the most 
beneficial con.sequences. I wouhl further venture to point out in what 
manner 1 conceive this dcmaiid might be made with most effect by the 
officers of this Commission, could I guess at the probable views and 
intentions of the liritish Government, and what our possible situation 
may be on the receipt of .an answer to this despatch. If, as I would fain 
anticipate, w'e are then placed and supported in a jiositiou becoming 
oiificers of His Majesty the King of England, public servants — and 
functionaries of tlie liritish Government — lawfully constituted guardians 
and protectors of all British subjects and the valuable trade cntiaistcd to- 
our superintendence. I do not hesitate to assert, such a demand woidd fail 
not of immediate and complcb; redress, aud prove of the greatest 
advantage in preventing that thriving and increasing outside trade, 
carrPed on now so succcssfidly at Lintin, from the recurrence of accidents, 
whereby the .safety^ of the inside or staple commerce with this country is 
liable to be placed in jeojiardy. 

To conclude, whatever view your Lordship may^ take of this affair, 
with my sentiments apd proceedings thereon, T trust it is not necessary 
for me to add any thing like an assurance of the most profonnil deference 
and respect with which 1 shall implicitly obey and execute the very spirit-'" 
of such.^ iuslructiuns ;is I may have the honour lo receive on this or any 
other point. Strict undcviatiiig ol)edi.ence to the orders and directions cu*’ 
which I may be in possession, with, the .full exercise of my best judgment, 

; » ^ 

* Cate of i^fr. Inne?, an abstract of which ia given in Lord Palinrrstou’a despatch of Norenber 

8 , 1836 . ♦ 




(Signed) GEORGE BEST ROBINSON. 


No‘ 4.i 

Sir G. B. Robinson to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received Maf'ch 23, 1836.) 

' ' . ’ , I } • 5 i 

(Extract.) ^ Macao, November, ^4, 1(835. 

THE immediate departure of two ships for England induces me to lode no 
time in inclosing dopy of a notice which I yesterda}' deemed it my duty to 
circulate, for the purpose of obviating the extreme inconvenience, danger, ^nd 
delay, consequent U 2 )on the necessity at present entailed upon the commanders 
of ships and others, of repairing tb Macao for the purpose of obtaining a port- 
clearance, or the signature and attestation of documents, as well as in the 
anxious hope, tliat the existence of some authority at that place may tedd to 
check the disorders and riots so jirevalcnt in Uie merchant ships ; and in an 
eminent degree prove advantageous to the interests of the important China 
trade, tvliich, I rejoice to say, continues in a state of uninterrupted progress 
and activity bwond my sanguine expectations. 

Being generally informed by the British community that this .step is most 
anxiously desired, I considered, under the iieculiar circumstances ot the case,' 
that it was better not to await a communication to our Board from tlie Chamber 
of Commerce, or other parties ; but at once take upon myself the- respon- 
sibility of a measure which has for some time occiqMed my thoughts, and 
which is, in my own opinion, likely to jirove equally compatible with the 
ideas of the Chinese authorities and the jieople, and consistent with the 
line of conduct in which I have persevered since I had the honour to 
assume the duties of o'tficc. 

1 shall defer entering more fully into this subject, until I shall again 
have the honour to address your Lonlship from Lintin, when, I trust, my 
reasons will be satisfactory ; and that 1 shall be in time to submit, with the 
greatest deference, my ideas and sentiments on the future management and 
controul of this valuable trade, in a manner likely to compass all the ends- 
contcm|)lated by Her Majesty’s Government, witlumt subjecting it to those 
cbnstsmt and alarming interruptions which, 1 am of oiiinion, must inevitably 
accrue from the residence of the Superintendents, or other authorities, ia 
Canton ; in any case, I shall jioint out the absolute expediency of luaintainingi 
some kind of authority or official reference without the river; and I-tnist 
fisturo experience will exhibit tlie correctness of luy present opinion^ that the' 
Cliinese, if they do -not seize upon it ua an alternative to, fficilitate the adjust*' 
memt of difficulties, will interpose no impediments to tlie execution .of’^the 
powers vested in. me, to afford assistance and redress, in cases of aggression <Hi' 
the part of our countrymen, few of which, I am proud to say,<havo oecuniddt 
and , thf .better regulation and controul of our sailors, of whose unruly, habits 
and dispositions they ever evince a strong apprdieusiom. < . ' i , •*./»' r 

' Well aware of the great 'anxiety 'tiint prevails in Engladd for the‘prosnerityl> 
and extension of the China trade, J ednnnt here omit '.the positive .pledge' 4att^ 
assiirance, that 1 shall never hazard its interruption by any dangerous niul ■speeu-'T 
lative measures. * . ; f 


Inclosure in' No. 4.5. . ; 
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duljr auChoriz^yJ^ilil .Reside sit Ldntin, to whom refei^npo may be made, on 
board His Majraty's cutter Lott^. 

By order o{ tl^e Superintendents of British Trade in China, 

(Signed) E. ELMSLIE, 

• ; , , i Secretary. 


No. 46. 

Sir O, B. Robinson to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received March 25, 1836.) 

(Extract.) Cutler i^uisa, lAntin, December 1, 1835, 

IN iny despatch dated November 2.3, I apprized your l.urdship of my 
intention, to reside at this anchorage. 

i arrived here accompanied by Mr. Elmslic, on the 2.5th ultimo, and with 
great satisfaction have to remark upon the extreme attention aiul respect 
evinced by the commanders of ships lying here, more than twenty in number, 
as well as by numerous others touching in thfe prosecution of their respective 
voyages. 

1 have to call your Lordsliip’s attention to the general wish of the British 
community, for the adoption of .this or some similar measure ; it was commu- 
nicated to me in a private manner some months ago, but 1 delayed taking 
the responsibility of the measure upon myself, until the arrival of the Marquis 
Camden from England direct, 10th July, rendering it almost certain that no 
further intelligence could be expected until the season was very far advanced, 
I at once decided on meeting the present w'ish of, I believe, all the British 
community, although divided and dissentient as they are on every almost occasion, 
I can hardly expect but that a few individuals will hereafter raise objections, 
and perhaps secretly endeavour to prejudice a measure calculated in- some 
degree to lessen an influence they imagine they possess in Cantom 

Sincerely, anxiously, as I hojre that His Majesty’s (Jovernment may l)e 
pleased to take measures to notice and resent the contumely and insults to 
which the late Ijord Napier was subjected, so fatally termiflating in his expulsion 
with that of the whole of His Majesty’s Commission from Canton, and in the 
lamented death of that •nobleman, I deem it an imperative duty to j)oint out 
with the utmost deference, that all the ends contemplated, as 1 am informed, 
by the establishment of the King’s Commission in China, may be amply' and 
competently fulfilled, by similar powers to those with which we are 
invested within the limits (as I conceive they arc erroneously termed) of the 
port, being extended to the Superintendents, or other more judiciously styled 
authority, without the river, or wherever they may find it most expedient to 
or resort . 

If, on the arrival of this despatch, no definite or conclusive arrangement 
has been made, 1 would most respectfully suggest to your Lordship, that a short 
period will exhibit how far the present plan of an authority established either 
afloat or without the river, will prove efficacious and beneficial. I can safely 
assert it will ensure all the requisite capabilities for the controiil and assistance 
of British subjects ; and it is not a matter of o])inion with me, but of firm 
conviction, that unless placed in a becoming position at Canton, and in a proper 
channel of direct communication with the local authorities, an object most 
desirable no doubt, but in ray opinion, only now to I>c achieved by a demon- 
stration of force on the part of the British Government, which I do not hesitate 
to assert, would speedily and completely prevent all future difliculties, the 
residence there of the Commission would, even if permitted, and their 
interference and inteqmsition in niatters now arranged by the merchants 
themselves, Chinese and English, apparently without much difficulty, tend to the 
creation and extension of disputes, discussions, and endless causes of interrup-^ 
tion and dangpr to the trade. In short, the less we have to do with the Chinese 
authorities and people, save when appealed to in cases of aggression and 
injustice, wliich 1 trust will be rare and trifling, the less apprehension may be 
entertained of those perplexing difliculties in which we are liable to be involved, 
mainly by the insecure and doubtful . position wherein we find ourselves at 
Canton, unaUe to communicate with the oflicers of Goveriunent ; completely at 
the mercy ofinterested and mercenary Hong merchants, linguists, &c. ; and 
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in t]ie event of non- Compliance with all their demands, to be insulted in every 
possible manner; our servants taken awny; pVovisions stopped; and houses 
unroofed. No alternative then remains but the most revolting submission, or 
removal from the port, — a result which I am justified in saying may be antici* 
pated'on the first occasion of discussion in Canton. 

A case of homicide, as your Lordship is aware, will be the event most 
fraught with dilliculty and anxiety. For the prevention of such a disaster, our 
residence at Canton avails nothing; an cnicient police establishment at Wham- 
poa, might, indeed, be a precautionary measure well worthy attention; but for 
framing rules, regulations and orders, and impressing them,, in a serious and 
formal manner on commanders, oflicers, and sailors, previous to vessels going 
up, as well as the adjustment of all accounts, disputes, &c., previous to their 
departure, this or some other outside anchorage is evidently the best position. 

In the event of so unhappy a catastrophe occurring, as the death of a.ChinesG, 
we are helpless in Canton ; w-e must give up a man, or men, or certain indi- 
viduals in the first instance, and finally the officers of the Commission are 
threatened, annoyed, insulted, and ultimately compelled to retreat without the 
river, as in the case of the C^ompany’s factory in 1821 — 2; and then perhaps, 
and not till then, is the affair brought to some termination. 

If the Chinese authorities wish to communicate with us, they will depute a 
Mandarin, or otherwise establish an intercourse, as in the instance before 
mentioned, when, not only the Hong merchants; but a Mandarin of rank, came 
down to Cbucnpee, the vci’y trouble and inconvenience arising therefrom having 
some efl’eet in bringing tualters to a conclusion. Should the Chinese authorities 
not wish to (“onmumicate with us, all efforts and expedients to compel them to 
it, are unavailing. Captain Elliot’s visit to the city gates in January last may 
be adduced as a sullieient proof of this assertion ; and experience fully con- 
vLnccs us of the inexpediency of similar attempts. On their inviting 
us to repair to Canton, either temporaril) or permanently, it will be at our 
option to comply or decline, as may be most advisable, and it is evident, in 
the former case, we .should find our position there very much strengthened and 
conliruied. 


No. 47. 

Sir G. li. Robinson to discount Palmerston. — (Received March 28, 1836.) 

His Majesty's culler Louisa, 

(Extract.) Lintin, December 10. .1835. 

I SHALL not intrude so far on your Lordship’s time, as to enter at length 
into a defence, if such be requisite of the course of quiescent policy, in which 
I flatter myself I have successfully persevered to the present moment, when I 
rejoice to say everything in this country manifests a state of uninterrupted 
tranquillity and peace, which I could hardly have ventured to anticipate from 
the very discordant state of society, the virulent party spirit and default of 
unanimity and good will existing among the British community in China, 
while the important trade of the season is in active, and I trust, successful 
progress under a tacit and mutual understanding and total abstinence and 
forbearance from communication, on the part of the Chinese and myself. 

My position has been one of extreme delicacy and difficulty. Succ^ding, 
in pursuance of the Instructions under His Majesty’s Royal Signet and Sign 
Manual, to the high and import-mt office I have the honour to hold, at a crisis 
when a false ste|) or error in judgment might not only have led to extreme 
hesitation and difficulty in the arrangements which His Maje.sty’s Government 
may deem it proper to make for the adjustment of affairs here, and their 
future managenrent and controul, but have plunged the whole of His Majesty’s 
Commission, all British subjects, and the valuable trade in which they are 
engaged, as well as perhaps life and property, in great jeopardy, or into an 
utterly hopeless and inextricable state of confusion and discord ; my best 
efiTorts have been directed to maintain the precise position iiiiwhich I found 
])laeed on the departure of Mr. Davis, whose recommendation to that 
J^ notiTCias had»due weight with me. 
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No. 48t. 

(SStr G. B. Robinson to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received Aprils, 1836.) 

His Majesty*s Cutter Louisa, 

MyLordt Lintin, December 10, 1835. 

WITH reference to my present residence at this anchorage, I venture 
most earnestly to sail your Lordship’s attention to the very efficient manner in 
which I am now enabled to exercise a controul and superintendence over the 
merchant-ships resorting to, and remaining in China, from its centrical position ; 
and the absence of all those impediments, difficulties and annoyances on the 
part of the Chinese authorities, which 1 am confident must result from Ilia 
Majesty’s servants being at Canton, or in any degree in their power ; as well as 
the many advantageous opportunities it aflfords of rendering aid and assistance 
to British subjects applying to me for advice. 

1 do not apprt'hend the least notice will be taken of my change of position 
by the Chinese, hut am disposed to anticipate their tacit acnuiescence in a 
measure calculated to meet their wishes for a controlling power over British 
ships and subjects, especially sailors, of whose singularities, and sometimes 
riotous conduct, they are ever in dread, and to afford them the means of ob- 
taining redress in cases of injustice or injury, totally free from those harassing 
and endless difficulties originating in points of ctii|uctte ; forms of correspondence; 
and innumerable causes of dispute and altercation. 

If on the arrival of this despatch no definite and conclusive arrangement 
has been decided ujmn, for the future management of affairs in China, I cannot but 
express a hojie that the plan I am about to submit for your Lordship’s consi- 
deration may meet with ajiproval. I am anxious, however, to await the result 
of a short trial and further communications on this important subject from 
Canton. I trust I shall be able to suggest a method of accomplishing all the 
ends requisite to regulate and controul the affairs of Brijish subjects in (.'hina, 
by ail economical and ctliC-ient establishment outside the river, either at this or 
some other anchorage, without the least [irobability of giving rise to pcrjilexing 
and an.xious discussions* with the Chinese autl'.oritics, whose object appeal’s to be 
solely to keep us from C’anton. or of entering into unnecessary communication 
with them, save when they may be compelled to invite us thither, or otherwise 
carry on a corrcsjioudeiice and intcrcour.se. 

To one point alone it is possible their attention may be attracted, and that 
is the circumstance of my being in the neighbourhood of the great and increas- 
ing emporium of the outside trade. In the event of their remarking on this 
part of the measure, I conceive it will be very easy to remove their objections, 
simply by changing my position to Chuenpee, the legal and usual anchorage to 
which the icsort of our men-of-war has generally been sanctioned. Should 
however no great opposition occur, and I really see iiltlc reason for the ajipre- 
hension, it must be evident that no position can be so eminently well achqited, as 
independently of a fleet of between twenty-fiva; and thirty ships alums'; con- 
stantly lying here in full and active employment, every vessel passing up or 
coming down, touches either for the transhipment of cargo, or other commer- 
cial purposes ; and 1 have seen ujnvards of fifty vc.sscls assembled here on one 
occasion. To this may be added, that the accounts and claims of the compra- 
dors and other Chinese, and consetiuent payments, arc rarely concluded until 
their final departure from Lintin. 

In continuation of this subject, | shall shortly again address your Lordship. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) G. B. ROBINSON. 
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: No. 4d!’ 

Sir Gt B. Robinson to Viscount Palmerston. — (^Received March %S, 18d6.) 

^ • * i - .1 

ijis Majesty's Cutter tiouisa, 

My Lori]* Lintin, December 1(>, 1^35. 

IT is with great saiisfaction I forward to your Lordship, copy of a letter 
tliis day received from the Secretary of the British Chamber of Commerce, on 
tlie subject of my residence at'Lintin; in addition to which, I*ljave been almost 
surprized at the expression of universal approbation, and even of oJ)ligation, on 
the part of every one connected with the trade to China witli whom I have 
conversed on the subject. 

With a view to point out the advantage that will accrue from the residence 
here of an authority competent to give advice, and in cases of need, assistance, 

I wish briefly to bring to your Lordship’s notice, a circumstance which to<^ 
place here a few days ago. 

On the arrival of the Briti*;!! ship. Fairy Queen, Captain Holmes, according 
to a common custom, dispatched an officer incliargcof all the letters and packets 
to Canton, in a Chinese “ fast boat ” which he hired for that purpose. On the 
way up the boat was seized and detained by soine inferior oflicers stationed at 
the mouth of the river, who with a view of extorting money, put the officer in 
irons, with many threats and menaces, even of death, in the event of their 
demands not being complied w'ith. Being a very young man, and a perfect 
stranger in China, he was naturally much alarmed, and wrote to his Captain a 
letter full of terror and distress, most earnestly imploring to he released by the 
payment of 500 dollars to the hearer. On receiving this letter, C'aptaiu Holmes 
came on board the cutter to receive my advice, when, entertaining no uneasi- 
ness for the safety of the officer, much as his being subjected to personal suffer- 
ing and inconvenience was to be lamented, I recommended the detention on 
board the Fairy Queen of the Chinese bearer of the letter. As I anticipated, on 
the following morning, another Cluucse came alongside, in a very small boat, 
with another letter and a smaller demand, stating the young man to be in a 
boat guarded by Mandarin .soldiei's, in a bay about five miles distant. This 
second letter detailed the officers sufferings, his being confined in irons, with the 
alarming threats that were made to him; and added, that he was becoming very 
sick, and suffering from hunger and cold. 

1 cannot but remark on the extreme solicitude and anxiety evinced on this 
occasion by Captain Holmes, whose feelings and sentiments were highly credit- 
able to him. But I deemed it advisable to dissuade him from the attempt he 
was desirous to make, of jirocccding with his own boats and seamen to rescue 
his officer by force. In the event of his discovering the exact position of the 
boat in which the officer was .said to be confined, there would have been every 
reason to apprehend an affray of a dangerous nature, in which life might have 
been lost, and the consequences of which might have been very serious. 1 was 
therefore glad to find him willingly listen to my counsel, and await the result of 
a communication, which 1 lost no time in forwarding to T. A. Gibb, the consignee 
of the ship, in Canton. To this I have as yet received no answer ; but 1 am 
happy to say the young man has been restored to his ship in safety, although 
not yet informed of the process whereby his release was effected. 

My present position enabled rne to prevent mischievous consequences 
which would probably have ensued, had the Captain, utterly inexperienced and’ 
ignorant of the singularities of this country, proceeded with his seamen, ’ 
naturally irritated and excited, to redress his own grievance.^, or, as might be 
apprehended in some cases, to revenge So great an outrqgc. 

I beg here to point out, that, even had I been in Canton, holding that kina 
of intercourse with the Hong merchants, which, as it is at all times subject to 
their will and pleasure, appears to me wholly inefficacious, 1 should have been 
altogether unable to have prevented mischievous consequences until too late. 
And even had such consequences not taken place, as an officer of His Majesty’s 
Government, totally unconnected with trade, my influence with tjie Hong mer- 
chants would have been secondary to that of Mr. Gibb, or any ot^er gentleman 
of commercial .influence about to load the ship,— a prospective sobree of profit 



to them. In all cases of this sort, the officers of His Majesty’s Government if 
at Canton, must be viewed by Hopg inerchants, who derive no advantage 
from them, in a very insignificant light, compared to wealthy firms or individual • 
British aubjf ctSi4arg(^l^ engaged ,i^ commerce. , 

• Tlii.s may be considered as the most essential point of diflfer^’nce belweeh 
the officers o( King’s Comnjission and the late Select Committee of the 
East Ipdip Comjiany, \Nho with' so pow'crful an engine in the r hands as 
the Company's, independently of the influence they consequently derived 
over tlie country and trade, were regarded by the Hong merchants yvith 
extreme deference and consideration'; to which may he added, their haying at ’ 
their disposal, tluriBg the period when difficultie.s were likely to occur* a well- ■ 
ordered-, diseijiliued fleet, uflurding, iu cases of need, a display of officers, men* 
arms, and boats, unexampled in any other country or service, and surpassed 
only by the ^•o 3 al navy. The commercial character of the Company’s factory , [ 
rendered their re.sidcnce at Canton, and fanuhar and constant intercourse with 
the Hong mcrchauts, necessaiy during the season of business. But in uU cases 
of discussion and difficulty, that intercourse was in a degree suspended, and, in i 
some eases, an untoward circumstance failed qf all adjustment, till after the 
withdrawal of the factory, and even sliiiiping from the river. 

Another point to which I would call j'our Lordship’s attention, is the fact* ' 
that, in the present disorderly and disorganized state of our mercanlLlc marine, • 
any source of discord that has laid* dormant during the voyage, or only partially 
exhibited itself, invariably breaks dut on the ship’s arrival at her first anchorage. . , 
It is here, then, that prompt and immediate steps can ho taken for the suppres- 
sion of riots, and tlie restoration of orrler and discipline. Even where my 
interference is not called for, 1 am enabled 1o impress forcibly on tlie minds ^ 
of captains, officers, and seamen, those points to which their attention ought to 
be called in this peeuliar country, and that they are ainenahle to punnslnuent ^ 
for an intractioii of those iiilcs and regulations, with a copy of which I propose 
hereafter to furinsli each slu[). While, on the other hand, ships coining down 
do not receive their port-clcnranrc, or become independent of controul, until 
their actual and final depnrtuie, — a matter of extreme importance, and not 
jiracticahle, if (he .Superintendents arc in Canton, as a captain applying for and 
obtaining his port-clearance* tlierc, would frequently reinaiu within the river, or 
at thi'^ anchorage, lor a period of some length, during which many irrcgulaiities , 
might be committed. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) GEORGE BEST ROBINSON., . 


• Inclosure in No, 41). 

Mr. Sprott Boyd to the Superintendents. 

Butish Chomher of Coumerre, 

Sills, • Canton, December 8, 

IT has been a source of much inconvenience to the merchants of Canton,_ 
and risk to the ships engaged in this trade, their being obliged to anchor at 
Macao 1o obtain the signature ot His Majc.sty’s Superintendents to their mani- 
fests. The new urrangeinent, by which this neccs^ity is obviated, has 
therefore given much satisfaction to the members of the (.'hamber of Commerce ; 
and I have much pleasure in eoinplyiiig with the request of the Coiiiniittcc, to 
return you tlieir thanks for this instance ot your attention to the interests of 
Ills Majesty’s subjects engaged in the trade to Cliina. 

' l.liave, &c.. 

By Qrder of the Committee, 

(bigned) W. SPROTT BOYD, 

Secretary. 
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No. 50. . 

Sif G, B. Robinson to Viscount Palmer8ton,'^(Reeeived May 21, 1836.) 

t 

(Extract.) Lintui, January 5, 1836. 

SOME official business requiring my presence at Macao for a few clays, I 
bare deputed Mr. Edward Elmslie, our Secretary and Treasurer, to attest the 
manifests of British vessels during iny ulKscnce from Lintin. 

I have great plciisure in a.ssuring your Lordsiiip, that far from any diflicul> 
ties arising in my present situation, 1 am enabled to exercisS a very salutary and 
efficient controul over our shipping, to aid and assist British meix‘hants residing 
at Canton, and at the present moment arc about to proceed to Macao, for the 
purpose of communicating with Mr. Morri.son, on the subject of an application 
which has been made to me by a Hong merchant, for the recovery of a debt in* 
curred by a Parsec native of Bombay. 

On the part of the Chinese, I believe, no opposition will take place to my 
official residence here, but that they are likely, tacitly to acquiesce in a step 
which promises to relieve them of much difficulty. 

Your Lordship will readily eumpreheiid, 1 am living on board a small vessel 
of seventy ton.‘i, at the total sacrifice of all personal comfort, and at a moment 
when the separation from my family is severely felt: and 1 cannot conclude this 
letter without bringing to your notice, that Mr. Edward Elmslie has willingly 
and cheerfully subjected himself to many privations and inconveniences in the 
praiseworthy and diligent discharge of his duties, i feel confident his efficient 
and active exertions in conformity with my views will be duly appreciated. 


No. 51. 

Sir G. B. Robinaon to Viscount Palmerston, — {Received May 13, 1836.) 

(Extract.) Macao, January 12, 1836. 

IN my la.st address of the .Oth instant, I apprized your Lordship of my in- 
tion, to depute Mr. Elmslie fo acf, during my ab.senee from Lintin, for a few 
days in attesting the manifests of Bri:ish ships, and issuing port-elearance.s ; and 
I am haj>py to say, 1 anticipate no difficullies in the course I have adopted, for. 
the aid and assistance of the mercantile community of Canton, and the exercise 
of a salutary controul over all British .ships resorting to China. 

As a proof of the disposition oftheChine.se to avail themselves of my inter- 
ference in their behalf, 1 inclose copy of a letter from one of the Hong 
merchants, requesting assistance for the recovery of an alleged debt. 

In .so doing, 1 merely wish to bring to your Lordship’s notice, the di.sposition 
of the Chinese to avail themselves of the interposition ^of a Briti.sh authority ia 
cases of need. 


Inclosurc in No. 51. 

The Hong merchant Yunwo, or Piinhoygua , to Sir Gf. B. Robinson, resjfecting a 
debt of 6,400 dollars, owing to him by a Parsee merchant, Aomatchee, or 
] lurmusjee. 

• 

A respectful communication. , Dcmnfter 26, 1 835. 

In the tenth year of Taoukwang(l830), I undertook the purchase of certain 
goods on account of the Parsec foreigner, Hormu.sjee, amounting in \alue to up- 
wards of 6,400 dollars. Our agreement was, that the money was to be repaid to 
me within a certain limited period after the delivery of the goods. All commer- 
cial contracts and agreements regarding time, between me and Hormu.sjee having 
been liiiule by my assistant, Paoukivang, I sent him, at the expiration of the period, 
to receive the amount due. Contrary to expectation, Hormusjeuput ofi' the pay- 
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ment from time to time till half a year had elapsed, and he still deferred. See- 
ing that he made no precise arrangement, I wished to insist on his doing so ; but' 
to my astonishment, be at length endeavoured to make pretexts, and create dis- 
turbance. I therefore, at that time, repaired to the Consoo, and requested st meet- 
ing of my fellow-merchants, to consult with them on the subject. 1 then imme- 
diately informed the Honourable Company, requesting their decision. The 
Honourable Company decided, that in reason, the debt ought to be repaid ; and 
directed the Parsce, Mr. Tsei'gkecn, forcibly to detain Hormiisjcc, and to require 
him to pay the whole amount before he could be allowed to return home. 

After this, years jiasscd over, and I could only wait quietly for the money; 
as before, I obtained no information respecting it. Hut in the fifth month of last 
year the Parscv> gentleman, Natabhoy, presumed to send Hormusjee home by 
stealth. When 1 heard thereof 1 hastened to inquire about it, and was told by 
Natabhoy that he had sent Hormusjee home in order that he might speedily remit 
money in payment, r'inding that he had a person .standing surety for him, I 
believed the truth of this. 13ut now another year has passed over, and there is 
not u word about it, or a fraction of it. I have also heard lately that Natabhoy is 
about to return home in the vessel commanded by Kalek. From whom then shall 
I .nsk payment of this money ? From whence shall 1 obtain restitution of my"^ 
blood-earned property ? 

Considering that you. Sir, arc the chief authority of your country, and that 
the regulation of the trade isconlidjd to you, 1 am enabled to state the whole to 
you from beginning to end. 1 presume to recjuest that you will grasp hold of 
justice, and will exercise your power to compel Natabhoy and Ilormu.«jec, Jind 
oblige them to arrange this matter, and speedily repay the whole sum, not .suflfer- 
ing them to have recourse to long and frivolous delays. Having already received 
a decision in my favour, I hope to have the same carried into effect, and to find 
that, from first to last, I have been supported. My gratitude will then be bound- 
less. For this j)urposc I write to present my request. And wishing you every 
good, &c. 

(Signed) PWAN WANHAE. 

10th Moon, 7tli day (December 2()th.) 


* No. 52. 

Viscount Palmerston to 8ir G. B. Robinson. 

Sir, Foreujn Office, May 28, 1830. 

IH/S Majesty’s Ciovcrnment approve of tltc proposal contained in your 
despatch, of December 1, 1835; and they are of opinion that it would 
be desirable to extend the limits of the power.s of the Superintendents of 
British trade in China. 1 have, therefore, to instruct you publicly to notify 
that the jurisdiction of the Commission is to be extended, so as to include 
Lintin and Macao ; an<i that from the date of the t)romulgation of such 
notification the authority of tlic Superintendents over British subjects and 
ships is to be considered as extending to Macao as well as Canton; and as being 
of equal force and validity wilhiii this extended jurisdiction as it has hitherto 
been within the limits of the port of Canton. 

I am, &c., 

(Signed) PALMERSTONr 


No. 53. 
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Viscount’ Palmerston to Sir G. B. Robinson. 

(Extract.) t * Foreign Office, June 6, 1836. 

YOHR despatch of the 20th November last, relating to the case of 
Mr. innes, and the Records of the Proceedings of the Commission, from July 
28th to August Jfith, relating chiefly to the same case, were received here on 



the 28th of March, the Records bdng inclosed in a despatch from Mr. Elmsiie, the 
Acting Secretary and Treasurer, datra DNgcemher 10, 1835. I gather from them 
the following information: that Mr. Innes, a British merchant residing at 
Canton, had conceived himself to be unjpstly treated by the Chi^esa a^i^oritigs, 
in consequence of their demurring to satisfy a demand he ha^ made upon them 
for the restitution of , some bales of merchandize belonging to him, which had 
been seized by the Chinese Custom-House Ollicers ; and that, upon , expe- 
riencing delay in the settlement of his demand, he had notified to the governor 
■ of Canton bis intention to procure redress for himSelf by acts of ^reprisal 
against the Chinese trade. • ^ - 

All the Papers relating to this case, are at present under the consideration 
of the law officers of the Crown, and until I have received thCir report "Upon 
them, I shall not he enabled to send you such precise and definite’ Instruc- 
tions as the complicated nature of the transaction appears to me to require. 
But I cannot abstain from expressing to you the surprise with wliich -His 
-Majesty’s Government learned Mr. Innes’s intentions,— intentions which cannot 
he loo strongly condemned ; and which, if carried into execution, would have 
rendered Mr. Innes liable to the penalties of piracy. If Mr. Innes alone were 
concerned, he might be left to abide by the consequences of his own violence, 
but the proceedings which he threatens to adopt, would expose to inconvenience 
and danger the British subjects jfesident at. Canton ; and 1 have therefore to 
in.struct vou to prevent Mr. Innes, by all legalimeans, from executing his threats, 
if his own sense of their iiiqiropriety should not already' have induced him to 
renounce them. 

With regard to any expectation which may have been held out to Mr. 
Innes, that the authority of His Majesty’s Government might possibly- he 
exerted to procure for him the redress he has required, 1 must observe that his 
• claim involves questions of considerable difficulty; and is by no means so clear 
and unquestionable, as to warrant any such measure as, “to make the 
recovery of Mr. Innes’s property a subject of demand on the Chinese autho- 
rities, on your first formally coming into contact with them.” 

You will, however, avail yourself of any suitable opportunity to ])rc8s upon 
the Chine.se Authorities, the restoration of the proi)erty in question, unless those 
Authorities can show that the goods w'cre seizable by the Custom-house regu- 
latipns, in consequence of being found in the place where they were seized. 

It must be remarked, however, that there was ground for unfavourable 
presumption against the goods ; and that upon the principle contended for by 
Mr. Innes, — that the employer is responsible for the agent,— he (Mr. Innes) 
who was at the time employing the pilot Acha, who had charge of the goods, 
may be required to pay forfeit for the violation of the Chinese Custom laws by 
the pilot. 

I am &c., 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 54. 

Sir G, B, Robinson to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received June 6, 1836.) 

(Extract.) Macao, January 1,6, 1836. 

FROM the results alone, since I had the honour to succeed to my present 
office, your Lordship will discriminate how far I am ca])ahle of appreciating the 
vast importance of an interrupted progress of the trade, in {fk-eference to attempt- 
ing any speculative measures to effect a change in our position which, if achieved, 
might not prove of adequate advantage to the risk inchrred. . . 

To conclude, it is with extreme satisfaction I assure your Lordship, that I 
have never witnessed, during a period of sixteen years passed in the China 
service, a more quiet, regular, or, I trust, prosperous season than tlie present} and 
I can only pledge myself, that 1 shall never wilfully incur any hazard or danger 
to the important trade confided to my care. 
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'*''■*’ . " , H« ^ajesty^fi Cuitn- Louua, 

(Extr^t.) ' , ' * . , Jamudry 23, t83D» 

, ,l1? mnst remain fur.th« decision of your Lordship, whether my.poKcy in. 
abstaining from fut^e attempts to force ourselves into communifcaftson' with, the 
Chinese authorities, to the prejudice and rLsk of our present tranquillity/ evinces 
ptrudence andr sound judgment, inasmuch as tliis season is now well advanced, 
and' likely to draw to a prosperous conclusion, without the occurrenbe of any 
serious difficulties or inconvenience. A lai^o fleet of merchant-ships had been 
loaded and dispatched ; commercial operations have been carried on with vigour, 
activity, and success ; while the British and foreigu community in Canton have 
not been subjected to annoyance, privation, and anxiety, of which they might 
have justly complained, had any measures of mine led to a<recurronce of those 
perplexing iu)d vexatious discussions, certain to cud in defeat, failure, and 
disgrace. • 

That no misuiidersUnding. may take place in regal'd to my views as 
respects our policy in China, 1 cctfisidcr it right to assure your Lordship, that to 
keep out of difficulties is my object, rather than voluntarily to encounter, for 
the sake of perhaps overcoming them. In our present position, I hive deemed 
it most prudent to let things take their course, so long as that course continued 
smooth and prosperous, in refuretiee to endeavouring to mend matters by 
extremely hazardous experiments. / 

Ail attempts at communication with the Chinese authorities at Canton 
will prove unavailing at present, they arc determined to oppose and defeat them ; 
but they arc perfectly willing tacitly to permit our controul and siipcriutendence 
of British subjects, provided wo do not repair to Canton. Natives are forbidden 
to assist or serve us in any such attempt ; heavy punishment is to be inflicted on 
any person who receives us into his house ; aiul every endeavour on their part 
seems directed to thc^onc point, which 1 consider it to be so eminently important 
to achieve, namely, an exact reverse of our position, by our being invest^ with 
full powers without the river, whereby I am positive every end for which this 
('oip mission was formed might be accomplished, and both the King’s officers and 
British Residents exempted i'rom tjiosc disgraceful and prejudicial humiliattops 
and auiioyaJiccs, which I feel assured will follow our forcing our way to Canton, 
or holding an imaginary intercourse (for such it must be) with the ^oug nun:- 
cliants, thereby actually creating our own sources of cuniplaiiit, by streajj^hcphig 
and cl erishiiig that veiw body of monopolists, and, to use their own ‘term, 
f^ifaincrs and conipcUerjS of barbarians,’’ in place of exerting all our efforts to 
overcome (not by violent measures, be it understood) all their incessant 
luachinalLons and contrivances to keep us in oa abject state of subjection. 


No. .')6. 

i ' 

Viscount Palmerston to Sir G. B. Robinson. 


(Extract.) 






Foreign Office, June 7, 


YOUR despatches’ of the 16th and 29th of January, were received 
here yesterday, and His Majesty’s Government is accordin^y furnished with 
some mbrnis of forming an opinion with regard to the measure ^ioh yon ado|itcd 
iti the month ot November last, of taking up your residence at Lintin. • *' ' e 

, As to the advantages which yon anticipate would result to British cotnth^i^ 
irom the formation of a permanent establishment'at' Lintih;'df thfe 'nafnrc'bfthll 
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which you suggest in your despatch of. December 1st, 1835, I have to say, 
that, after duly considering what yoh have said yourself in favour of such an 
• establishment, and the reasons against it, Hfs Majesty’s Government do not 
feel that, they have yet been put sufficiently in possession of the means of 
forming any ‘final opinion upon this suggestion ; and 1, therefore, cannot 
authorize the jierraanent residence of the Commission at lintin, imtil I have 
received further information upon the subject. 

You are not, however, to understand from what I have said above, that I 
disapprove of your having resided for some time at Lintin. So imperfectly 
‘informed as I am, with respect to what can be stated for and against the 
step you had adopted, I am obliged to take for granted that your reasons for 
having adopted it, appeared to you to bo of sufficient weight to counterbalance 
the inconveniences attendant upon your having separated yourself from your 
colleagues ; and having undertaken alone to carry on the business of the 
Commission, without Availing to learn whether your Government coincided in 
your own particular views, or not. 

It has long been the intention of llis Majesty’s Government to reduce the 
establishment in China: this measure is called for by the necessity of practising 
economy in every branch of the public service ; and is justified by the extent and 
nature of the busine.ss Avhich the Commission has to transact. For the due 
despatch of this business, 1 am of opinion, that an establishment considerably 
less than that Avhich now exists will be sufficient. I cannot yet exactly state 
what may be the precise nature of the future establishment; but T am clearly of 
opinion, that lliere is no longer any occasion for the continuance of the office of 
Chief Superintendent. It, therefore, now becomes rny duty to acquaint you, 
that His .Majesty’s Government have decided to abolish at once the office and 
salary of Chief Superintendent. In communicating to you this decision, I have 
at the same time to inform you, that your functions will cease from the date of 
the receipt of this despatch. You Avill make OA’^cr to Captain Elliot all the 
archives of the Commission; Avhich will, of course, include copies of every 
despatch, and its inclosures, which you have addressed to this department 
during the jjcriod you have acted as Chief Superintendent. 


No. 57. 

Sir G. B. Robinson to Viscount Palmerston. — (^Received June 14, 1836.) 

His' Majesty's Gutter Louisa, 

(ESxtract.) Lintin, January 29, 1836. 

IN a former despatch, I intimated my intention of submitting 
for your Lordship’s consideration, the plan of an establishment ‘which, 1 con* 
ceive, would fully and efficiently accomplish the ends contemplated by His 
Majesty’s Government, for the general Superintendence of the Trade, the controul 
and assistance of the mercantile community, and more particularly, that most 
essential branch of our duties, — the better management and regulation of the 
ships, without danger or interruption to the quiet progress of the Trade, or sub- 
jecting the King’s officers, as well as all our countrymen, to disgraceful humilia- 
tions, constant annoyances, privations, and, it is to be feared, severe loss and 
detriment, which I cannot but too surely apprehend will ever attend the resi- 
dence of a British authority in Canton, unless properly es|ablished there, smd 
duly acknowledged and respected hy the Local Government.’* 

Before I proceed, however, 1 must distinctly aypvv my opinion, that the 
attainment of so important a point as the establishment of His Majesty’s Com- 
mis.sion at Canton, in a proper and becoming position, is one most desirable in 
itself, and likely to be attended with the greatest advantages and Hjcnefits; but I 
firinly believe that, unless by force of arms, it will never be achieved. The events 
of sonic' years past militate in no small degree against any rational hope, that, 
without intitlHdidion, and, 1 fear, ultimate resort to hpjrtilities, g, proper under- 
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standing could be established^ although not a doubt can be entertained of the ^ 
perfect success that must attend the adoption qf vigorous and efficient measures 
on the part of the British Goveriftnent. 

. The destruction of one or two forts, and the occupation of one of the 
islands in this neighbourhood, so singularly adapted by nature, in-cver]^ respect^ 
for commercial purposes, would, I am positive, promptly produce upon this bar- 
barous nation, -arrogant in proportion to their ignorance^ every effect we could 
desire, and at once and for ever place our Trade and political relations with the 
empire, on a respectable, safe, and becoming footing. 

But it is by no means ray duty or intention to offer suggestions of this, 
nature, save as the* means of conveying my opinion of the perfect certainty of 
success, and the immense advantages that would emanate therefrom, in the event 
of His Majestry’s Government at any time deeming such a course advisable. On 
the contrary, my object is to point out the little necessity tliat exists for so total 
a change of policy, by the adoption of an alternative which now presents itself, 
for the almost imperceptible adjustment of existing difficulties, and the future 
management of affairs, as well as reduction in expense consecpient upon this 
change in the nature of our establishment. 

The Chinese seem to have but one object that is, to prevent our establish- 
ing ourselves permanently at Canton. It appears to me, then, injudicious and 
vain, to persist in the endeavour to place ourselves com])letely in their power, and 
entirely under their controul and, thraldom, when the very locality of that place 
alone, renders our residence thei*e almost incompatible with tlie duties we have 
to discharge, and exposes British merchants in a tenfold degree, to inconvenience 
and danger, arising from our collision with the Mandarins. 

I conceive the principal object of maintaining a Britisli authority in this 
country, is to exercise a salutary controul over the safety, conduct, and perhaps 
property, of the King’s subjects in C'himi ; to arbitrate and assist in the adjust- 
ment of disputes and diHerenccs ; and to prevent the occurrence of actions or 
proceedings, whereby the natives of China may be wronged or aggrieved ; or to the 
prejudice of that high national character and reputation, which it is so desirable 
to uphold and maintain, even for policy and interest alone. 

To these ends, a full and efficient controul over the shipping is the main 
point ; little else seems rocpiisite. While that power is fetained in our hands, 
and exercised when accessary, with judgment and discretion, little difficulty will 
exist in the management of other matters. No man can quit the country, or 
evade the fill lilinoiit of just claims against him; and it cannot be doubted that 
the knowledge of our ability effectually to interpose our lawful authority, will 
cheek those evils vvliich might be exp<?cted to result from the total absence of any 
officer of His Majesty's Government, unconnected with Trade, unbiassed by 
party feelings, and ever vigilant over the safety, welfare, and bearing of the 
King^s subjects. 

Feeling somewhat doubtful how far my residence at this anchorage, on board 
this little vessel of seventy-four tons, in conformity to tlie public notice under 
date November 21, would answer the expectations I had long since formed of 
its utility and advantage, and being uncertain in what manner the Chinese would 
view the cliange of position I had assumed, trifling as it is, I delayed this despatch 
until the present period, wlien the season is well advanced, and I am competent 
to speak with confidence and truth on the efficient mefins I here possess to 
discharge at least a most important part of my duty. 

In this place I shall not enter into any argument on the mischiefs attendant 
upon that disunion and opposition which I fear inevitably results from the exist- 
ence of a Council or Board of three or more persons, but under the impression 
that the management of affairs would devolve infinitely better on a single indivi- 
dual, whose views^and proc'eediiigs, not liable to opposition and counteraction, 
could be carried into effect on liis whole and sole responsibility, I submit, with , 
all due deference, that he should reside on board some vessel in the vicinity 6f" 
the shipping, completely out of the power, and free fronj the restraints, of the 
Chinese, situation shouU> be centrical, for general communication, and his 

means of locomotion entirely unshackled. To effect this, and to afford him a 
comfortable habitation, I would suggest the purchase or hire of a small merchant 
vessel [about 200 hundred tons], capable of accommodation for the Chief Super- 
intendent* A Secretary to sucCecd to bis office in the eve nt of death or absence, 
and one or tjiro clerks ; sufficient room for a master and crew of about twelve 
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good steady seamen, two of whom might be sworn m as constables, to act as 
oceasion required. Room might also be' found for a medical man, whosq 
presence in a large fleet is of the greatest advantage, and a space devoted for the 
reception of a person under arrest, or whom it may be desirable to take out of 
his ship.* 'I'he expense attendant upon such an establishment would.be trifling 
indeed, compared with that of the present Commission, if permwently fixed at 
Canton, or elsewhere on shore, and its utility and efficacy in my opinion beyond 
all calculation. 

The duties devolving on the head of such an establishment, would be, to 
. receive the registers and papers of ships arriving ; issuing precise and distinct 
orders and regulations for the guidance of captains and seamen, who are to 
appeal to him in serious eases of disturbance or complaint on board ship, and 
invariably on every occasion where natives of China are concerned, in place of 
taking the law* into their own hands, and seeking to redress their real or imagine- 
ary grievances. To listen patiently and attentively to any Chinese who may be 
injured or aggrieved, and, by the power with which he is invested, to afford them 
redress, and, if possible, indemnincation ; to attend to the better ordering and 
discipline of the ships, by watchful observation over both commanders and 
seamen ; and by every means in his power, to improve and ameliorate the present 
disorganized state of the mercantile marine. 1 venture to predict, with confi* 
dence emanating from my own experience, that much may be done by precept 
and example, combined with the power vested in an officer of His Majesty’s 
Government. • 

An idea will naturally suggest itself, that for the above purpose, a raan>of« 
war would be best suited. I have no doubt of the advantage that would accrue 
from one of His Majesty’s ships being permanently stationed in China, and that, 
as far as our countrymen arc concerned, especially sea-faring men, she would 
prove doubly efficacious and useful ; but my experience in this country con- 
vinces me the Chinese would never tolerate (at least for some time to come, 
until they become assured that no ulterior or sinister views were in contempla- 
tion,) her permanent stay even outside the river, and that any attempt to carry 
her within the Rocca Tigris would be utterly futile. Time, indeed, might 
change their prejudices and inveterate dislike to any appearance of a military 
force ; but for the pVesent, a mercantile ship or vessel, divested of all warlike 
appurtenances, is obviously^ requisite. JShc might hoist n di.stinguishiug and 
appropriate flag ; and it has been suggested to me, by a«vcry intelligent Chinese, 
from whom 1 candidly confess £ have received many hints, that a pendant or flag, 
bearing the Chinese characters of civil officer, would be very suitable to their 
own ideas. 1 doubt not that such a vessel would be allowed to pass the forts 
and move about at pleasure ; indeed, were it necessary, I conceive her permanent 
anchorage at Whampoa during the season would be sanctioned. Whilst, .how- 
ever, a competent effect resulted from her station being without the river, 1 should 
strongly advocate that no chimerical views of improvement were allowed to over- 
come the most [irudential forbearance and compliance with prejudices absurd as 
they may be. 

So firmly convinced am I of the advantages that would attend the immediate 
adoption of the plan, that I have been nearly induced to purchase one or two 
vessels which have been offered at moderate terms for sale, and were well adapted 
for tlic purpose. Nothing prevented my so doing, but the anxious wish to avoid 
even an appearance of presumptuously carrying my individual views into effect, 
until I was honoured with the cxpre.ssion of your Lordship’s approbation. 

<, In this place it may not be irrelevant to remark, that it is foreign j;o my 
disposition and feelings to act upon the impulse of the moment, and 1 may 
venture to pledge myself, that even in very trifling and unimportant affiiirs, 1 
shall ever defer undertaking measures in accordance with my own wishes, without 
the sanction and authority of your Lordship. 

I firmly believe that, on the first issue of my public* notice, there was hardly 
one, if any, adverse voice or sentiment ; I was thus informed on every side; but I 
lament to a.sscrt, that there exists such bitter and inveterate party feeling in this 
place, that whatever one set or party propose and advocate is certain to be 
violently condemned, opposed, and, if possible, counteracted by the other. 

It is not necessary I should disgust your Lordship by the relation of the 
' evil consequences produced of late years by this lamentable spirit. 1 will only 
express a hope that it may die away in. time, and cease to act to^ the extreme 
prejudice and detriment of the public welfare and our national character. 
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It rtlay, however, I repeat, affect the measure jn question ; and therefore I 
fdi^f 'compiled to exerciM a degree of reserve and circumspection repugnant to 

feelings, and quietly and unobtrusively bring things into such a train, that, 
if I should be gratified by the expression of your Lordship’s approbation and 
definite instructions, no perceptible change will be apparent. It is iny determi- 
nation, therefore, at the total sac^rifice, however, of my pei’stmal comfort and 
domestic happiness, to reside principally on board this little vessel at her present 
anchorage, and thus establish, in a great degree, my position. In this there is 
no change of the policy hitherto adopted, or the slightest deviation from the 
principles I entertained ever since the expulsion of His Majesty’s Commission 
from Canton. It iff no relitupiishinent of pretension, but simply an effort to 
secure a better, position, or, more clearly speaking, to make the best of a very 
bad one. After being so ignoniiniously expelled l.-om Canton, where an attempt 
to establish ourselves produced such extraordinary inconvenience, detriment, and 
anxiety, nOt only to our own countrymen, but even to the loreign community in 
general, w'hcii Edicts have been issued, threatening severe piinishnient to all 
natives who may be suspected only of serving or assisting us, when the disastrous 
results and criminal accusations by which perfectly innocent men were involved, 
and unhappily suffered persecution and torture, arc before our eyes, is it possible 
I could have ventured to risk, or rather entail, a repetition of those evils, by 
madly attempting to repair thither ? 

If, therefore, we cannot placf: ourselves within the defined limits specified 
in our instructions, I am surely ffetter situated on hoard a vessel belonging to 
His Majesty than in a Portuguese settlement, at which Ills Majesty’s Com- 
mission is likewise unacknowledged, isolated from the great body of shipping, 
far removed from the first anchorage to which they all resort on arrival, and 
incapacitated from affording prompt and efficient advice and assistance in nume- 
rous cases where my presc’uce alone has prevented serious evils, and tended to . 
maintain the idea, especially amongst sailors, that thcie is an authority existing 
in this country competent to redress grievances and punish oflbnccs. I could 
adduce numerous instances, but I forbear to intrude further on your Lordship’s 
time, except to add, that intelligent Chinese have strongly insisted that no diffi- 
culties arc to be feared so long as I do not endeavour to force myself into com- 
munication or corrcspondcnc*c with the Canton Authorities, neither is any notice 
likely to be taken of iny official residence here ; and I was informed by a Chinese 
who came from Canton to see me on other business only a few days ago, that 
much satisfaction was felt by the shopkeepers and similar classes ut the informa- 
tion : a reference to me would at all times avail them in the fair settlement of 
their claims, against ships or individuals on the point of departure. 

Implicit obedience to the very spirit of any instructions I may have the 
honoui'to receive will be my first care ; should they, however, not militate against 
the continuation of my present system, or direct the adoption of very opposite 
measures, I shall deem it my duty to persevere quietly in it, gradually extending 
my controul over British ships, and establishing, by the force ol habit and custom 
(the most powerful talismun in China), the foundutioii of that establishment I 
have suggested. • 

I would here respectfully solicit your Lordship’s attention to the subject, 
that in the early part of next season, every preliminary may be arranged. The 
ships will leave the river very early, and during the summer months I shall 
endeavour to prevent any irregularities taking place amongst the many British 
vessels now about to proceed for rice and other Straits’ produce, and likely to . 
anchor or resort, during the summer months, to this or the adjacent anchorage of 
the Cumsingmoon, as well as any collision between our countrymen at Canton 
and the Chinese, of which, however, I see little chance ; nor do I entertain the 
least apprehension of any difficulties, unJess, indeed, created by any injudicious 
attempts on the part of this Commission to produce an alteration in our position, 
little likely to prove an amendment. 

To use the common, but applicable maxim, of “Letting that which is well 
alone,” I shall earcfully avoid all danger and risk of any change of a doubtful 
nature in its prospective effects. 
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Sir G. B. Robinson to Viscount Palmerston. — (^Received June 14, 1836.) 

His Majesty's Cutter Louisa, 

(Extract.) Lintin, February 1, 1836. 

WITH reference to iny despatch of January 29, wherein I trust 1 have suc- 
ceeded in exhibiting the advantages that would, in my own opinion, emanate from 
the establishment suggested, of a British authority resident in some vessel in the 
immediate vicinity of the sliipping, or the most centrical and convenient ancho- 
rage for communication with them, I have briefly mentioned that 1 conceive the 
sole direction, management, and responsibility of affairs, would better. devolve on 
one individual, than on a Council or Board of three. Generally speaking, since 
I came to the country, I have been aware of great difference of opinion existing 
between the members of the Select Committee of the East India Company, and 
in the remarkable discussions of 1829 — 1830, the effect was obvious enough, act- 
ing to the full extent of completely counteracting the views and efforts of both 
parties or sides, for so 1 cannot hut call them. Disunion in council, adverse and 
different opinions and interests, with the eoiii^equent opposition, extending itself 
even amongst the shipping, lias unfortunately, furnished the Chinese with a most 
powerful weapon to turn against ourselves, of which so astute and discerning a 
people failed not adroitly to avail themselves. Failure, defeat, and disgrace have 
consequently attended all “ discussions” as they are termed, and 1 can only anti- 
cipate .similar results in future. 

Facts speak for themselves; it is vain to recur to the errors of past years, save 
* as a w’arning and beacon for the future. Should my views and suggestions seem 
worthy of adoption, one individual, in whom is vested a power and authority 
legally constituted and competent over all Briti.sh subjects, within a certain dis- 
tance of the coast of China, residing afloat or even if it may be practicable on shore, 
in any place or position that may seem most expedient and desirable, will ever be 
more unanimously supported and aided by his countr.yinen, and, therefore, enabled 
to carry any rational views, in conformity to his instructions, into operation, on 
bis own personal responsibility. .. 

To provide for the contingency of death or absence, a competent confiden- 
tial and responsible Secretary, might qualify himself, by the discharge of more 
detailed duties and an attentive ob.scrvation of passing events, to succeed to the 
office of the Chief; and an Assistant Secretary duly qualified to take the Secretary- 
ship, being on the spot, 1 conceive the estaVdishmeut would be complete, with 
occasional clerks, who, however, would scarcely be required, if all three took an 
active share in the duties of the service. 

The peculiarity of this country and the singularity of our relations with it, 
commercial and political, although the latter term seems .superfluous, render it a 
point of infinite importance that the sucec.ssors to office should practically acquire 
that experience and knowledge so cs.sential for a judicious exercise of the grestt 
power vested in the haiuKs of one man, by a previous residence therein. I know of 
no place in this world, where the ideas, opinions, and prejudices of strangers or 
those recently arrived, undergo so great a change as in China, until very lately a 
terra incognita, and inaccessible, save to a very limited number of individuals. 

it may seem somewhat presumptuous in me to offer any hints on the 
adequate reinuneration of these officers, but 1 must observe that the situation of 
Chief is evidently one of e.xtreme importance and responsibility. The mer- 
chants of Canton are a very wealthy body of men, expcn.sivc in their style of 
living and in the habit of estimating others (and such would especially apply to a 
public man), according to their pecuniary worth and. resources. The agents of 
the East India (’ompany derive much of their consequence from the nature of 
their appointment, between which and that of»IIis Majesty’s officers there would 
exist little comparison, considering the allowances granted them, and the liberal 
pension upon which they will retire after a period of twenty-two years^ service, 
during which it is to be supposed they must have acquired an independent fortune; 
but 1 feel tlie subject is a delicate one, and it "Can hardly be considered becoming 
on me to enter upon it. • • . 
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For the office of Secretary and Assistant Secretary, the salary of 3,0001. 
and l,500i. per annum, appear proportionably appropriate, and I trust I may with 
propriety ex|)ress a hope, that any officer of His Majesty’s Government may ever 
be enabled to live in a style suitable to his rank and station ; and that the very 
great sacrifice of every advantage of civilized life, the numerods and serious 
privations and annoyances accompanying an exile in this disagreeable country, 
may be taken into liberal consideration. 

On the probable c.Y|K‘nditure requisite for the vessel suggested, and the 
contingent demands, I shall address your Lordship in another despatch. It 
will not, however, be deemed, I feel certain, unreasonable, considering the nature, 
and extent of the iKivautages accruing. 


No. 59. 

Viscount Palmerston to Sir G. B. Robinson. 

Sir, • Foreign Office, June 15, 1836, 

SINCE the date of iny despatch of the 7th instant, your despatches of 
the 29th of .January and 1st of February, from Lintiu, have liecn received and 
laid before His IMajesty's Government. And I have to state to you in reply, 
that there does not appear ta be anything in those despatcdies to render 
necessary a change in the arrangement which has already been decided upon, 
and which was communicated to you in my despatch aliove referred to. 

I am, &c., 

(Signed) FALMERSTON. 


No. 60. 

Viscount Palmerston to Captain Elliot. 

(Extract.) • Foreign Office, June 15, 1836. 

• 

HIS Majesty’s Government having decided, for the reasons stated in my 
despatch to Sir George Robinson, of the 7th instant, to abolish the office 
and salary of the Chief Superintendent of British Trade in China; the duties 
of that office have now devolved upon you, as the Second Superintendent. 
Sir George Robinson has been directed to make over to you all the archives 
of the Commission; and you will, from the date of the receipt of this despatch, 
consider yourself as the Chief of the Commission. 


. No. 61. 

Sir G. B. Robinson to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received July 4, 1836.) 

His Majesty Cutter Louisa. 

(Extract.) Lint in, February 5, 1836. 

1 SEE no grounds to apprehend the occurrence of any fearful events on the 
north-east coast, nor can I learn what new danger exists. I am assured, from 
the best authority, that the scuffles between different parties of smugglers and 
Mandarins, alike engaged and competing in the traffic, are not more .serious, or 
frequent than in this province. In no case have Europeans been engaged in any 
kind of conflict or affra^ ; and while this increasing and lucrative trade is in the 
hands of the parties whose vital interests arc so totally dependent on its safety 
aud continuance, and by whosd prudence and integrity it has been cherished and 
brought into its present increasing and flourishing condition, I think little 
apprehension may be entertained of dangers emanating from imprudence on 
their part. Should any unfortunate catastrophe take place, what would oiir. 
position at Ccffiton entail upon us but responsibility and jeopardy 1 from wl\icb' 
we are now £fee. « 



On the question of “ Smuggling Opium,” I will not enter in this place, 
though, indeed, smuggling carried on actually ip the Mandarin boats can hardly 
be termed such. Whenever His Majesty’s Government direct us to prevent 
British vessels engaging in the traffic, we can enforce any order to that effect ; 
but a more certain method would be to prohibit the growth of the poppy and 
manufacture of Opium in British India; and if British ships arc in the habit 
of committing irregularities and crimes, it seems doubly necessary to exercise a 
salutary controul over them by the presence of an authority at Lintin. 


No. 62. 

Sir G. U. Robinson to Viscount Pahnersion. — (Received July 4, 18.36.) 

His Majesty\'t Cutter Louisa, 

(Extract.) Lintin, February 8, 1836. 

I MUST be permitted to call your Lordship’s attention to the fact, that any 
deviation from the line of eomiuct so judiciously inculcated by niy predecessor, 
Mr. Davis, might (indeed 1 am certain \vouhl),havc led to difficulties and inter- 
ruptions to the trade, accompanied by innumprablc and unforeseen sources of 
anxiety and risk, in place of the present as[)ect of affairs, at the conclusion almost 
of a most successful commercial .sea.son : had those eonscquenec.s resulted, to 
whom would the re.sponsibility attach ? obviously, I think, to myself, as 1 felt it 
did on the occasion of the Second Superintendent’s visit to the city gate ; and 
while I allude to that tinfortunate proceeding, I must apprise your Ijordship that 
during that gentleman’s short stay at Whampoa, when concerting measures for 
proceeding with two armed vessels to recapture the boat’s crew of the Aryi/le, 
jwivate letters reached me at Macao, pointing out the immcdi.ito determination 
of the Chinese Government to stop the trade until he quitted the river. T lo^t 
no time therefore in jirivately requesting him to return, and from that period 
firmly resolved to abstain from any attempts at inte,rcourse with the (’hincse, 
until in possession of further instriu'tions, unless indeed anything like an advance 
had been made on their part ; but I can safely assert tint, far from evincing anv 
such disposition, they seem carefully to avoid the possibility of any collision with 
us. . At the same time, it must be observed, they tacitly acquiesce in our re- 
maining at Macao, and also in my official i-csidcnce at this atichorage, to which 
I only anticipate objections if the bitter party spirit raging at Canton, should 
induce ill-disposed or interested individuals to attract their attention to the subject, 
in an unfavourable or suspicious point of view\ 

At, the sugge.stioii of some of the principal commercial gentlemen at 
Canton, and I believe in accordance with the wishes of the whole community, 1 
proposed the plan of a.ssisting them to the utmost of my ability by residing 
at this anchorage, in place of remaining comfortably at Macao with my family, 
thereby entailing on merchants, captains, and British Subjects in general, the 
delay, danger, and inconvenience consequent upon the necessity of resorting 
thither on all matters of business. 

It may be necessary to explain to your Lordship, that large ships cannot 
^approach Macao at any time ; and that in strong winds it is difficult, sometimes 
/impracticable, to communicate with the shore vessels in Macao Hoads, are often 
' liable to be blown out to sea while the captains are on shore ; and must b^ at all 
times exposed to considerable risk and danger, whereby the insurance would be 
affected, whereas they are in perfect safety, and may be detained, if requisite, at 
this anchorage without the least apprehension. 
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•l>^<i a uV, ft , > , . < MajktyU ahiter Louisa, * 
n’l^ti. .^«'.^<• . . > [ * i4ntfrt;i^6^tto?y 10, 1836. 

- > " K )IV t * -i M ^ ^ '>‘iN ^ 

I IjAVE the honour to inclose to your Lordship copy of a lettet from the 
British Chamber of Commerce, and luy reply thereto, as also of a jletter 1 

coni)Mpt»tiy »ddrea«d tirMf: 0. BT Mdl-riSo^^^ ' “ 

That gentleman shortly after visited me at Lintin, where 1 explained fhUy 
tny views and dl)inions on the subject hia. residence at Canton, and furnished 
him with precise and positive instructions for his guidance on certain points ; 
in othefih much, must be left, to his own prudence and discretion,* — of which I 
entertain a very high opinion, and rest perfectly assured and satisfied that no 
serious evils will jifesult fronahis resorting to the provincial city, perfectly in a 
privato cha^'acter, and selety for the purpose of apisting the British community 
lu matl^rs^of a commercial nature ; but at the same time 1 must confcs.s, 1 cannot 
at this’^tlmo approve of the resort to Canton of an^ member of the Commission i 
and r hdve apprized Mr. Morrison of mjr intention to rec.ill him on the 6rst 
appearanefe of any difficulties or inconvenience emanating from his interference 
or inter^silion. * 


No. 64. 


Sir Q. B. RoMnson to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received July 1, 1836.) 

His Majesty's Cutter Louisa, 

(Extract.) Lintin, February 27, 1836. 

THE Trade is going on ; a friendly understanding subsists between oui 
mercantile community and the Chinese, ample for all commeTv;inl purposes, and t 
mutual abstinence and forbearance from every source of discussion and conse- 
quent enmity, evinces, in my opinion, sound judgment aud discretion. ' 

On the subject of attempting to communicate with the local authoritl^ 
through the medium of the Hon^ merchants, it is scarcely necessary for me to 
comment. The very act of such intercourse with them will ever preclude the 
possibility of our* coining into more intimate Contact with the Mandarins. Bui 
It is no communication, inasmuch as they will cvef* decline to deliver even pui 
petitions, on all occasions relating to the extortions, exactions, oppression^ atkd 
corruption of their own body, against whose power and monopoly we have princi 
pally to exclaim, aitd- for thd annihilation of which our strongest efibrts ought tc 
be exerted. , " ^ 

From a people so arrogant and barbarous, nothing is gained by undue humi- 
liation and self-waaemenfi. > They are generally disposed to respect us, in pro- 
portiem* as we respect, ouri^lves. Under existing circumstances, the less w< 
nave to do with the Chinese authorities, the more probable it is wo shall avoid 
difficulties add dangers; 'by<>Whi{ili not*only our present tranquillity may b< 
endasgered, but otfr future arrangements' affimted.<’ 


> * 
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/No. 65. 

S J ‘1- - 


Fiscemnf Palmerston to ^^tasn J^lliot. 

Sir, • * Foreign Office, July 22, 1^6 

WtTil reference to th^ part of your Minute of the 27 th of December, 1^5 
inclosed m^SjL.geQaee-B if;mittSftiL *a^dflgpat^ J8tb 
which, £ar the reMOi»^|||lim||HH^, you advisoffi^at the comnmdw 
steam-boat on the ■authoiH^y. by^o meat^tt 

piQonedtttjgth# H necen^la tamilmd to you grew 

w . , v E ' .s, ' *'v'V 



'CautioU in interfering in snch a manner with the undertakings of British mer> 
chants. In the present state of our relations with China, it is especially incum- 
• bent upon you, while you do nil that lies in your po wer to avoid giving just 
cause of,.o(lence to the Chinese authorities, to be at the same time very careful 
not to assume a greater degree of authority over British subjects in China than 

that which yon in reality possess. , , ^ i 

’■ '‘*”’’*1 am, &c„ 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


{Minute referred to in the foregoing Despatch.) / 

Macao, December 27, 1 835, 

I HEAR it very generally reported to-day that the steam-boat Sardine, how at 
Lintin, is to proceed toCunton on Tuesday or Wednesday next. The disquietude of 
the Provincial Gitvcrninent upon the subject of this vessel had already been mani- 
fested in an Edict, desiring that she should leave the rouutry; and I am informed 
a rcque.st to let her ply in the river as a piissagc-boat has just been negatived. In 
the present state of circumstances, I feel it my duty to advise that a public letter 
should be forthwith addressed to the commander of the steam-boat, enjoining him, 
under the King’s authority, by no means to proceed up the river at present. I 
would further recommend that a letter should lie addressed to the consignees of 
the vessel (covering a copy of the communication to the commander) to the effect 
that such a step, at this period, appeared to the Commission to be extremely 
imprudent, and it had therefore been determined to require that the intention 
should be abandoned. The port of Canton is now full of shipping waiting foe 
cargoes to proceed to England ; and 1 cottfess the moment appears to me so pecu- 
liarly unfavourable for any experiment of this description, that I found the greatc.«t 
difficulty in crediting the report upon the subject ; it is repeated, however, in so 
many quarters, that I feel compelled to believe it i.s well founded. If it be true 
that any attempt has been made to secure the consent of the Koo Y uen, and that 
bis refusal has been .signified, the risks of very serious difficulties are vastly 
enhanced. We have been specially ivarned, and the Chinese officer.^ well know the 
advantage that particular circnm.stance will afford them for the vindication of any 
measures which our .scornful disregard of their anthority*may lead them to pursue. 
Ifthis steam-vessel goes up the river at this moment, I feel a persuasion that some 
grave public inconvenience will ensue. That the persons on duly at the forts in 
the Bogue will be fully justified in stopping her (by force, if needful) is plain; and 
that any opposition upon the part of the vessel would be both utterly lawless and 
futile is quite as clear. But it may happen that they will sufier her to pa-ss the 
forts with just so much of evidence to prove that it is a forced pas^e (by firing 
a few shot wide of her) as will serve to justify proceedings of another complexion; 
ijk this case, it is my strong opinion, that the Chinese will resort ro some general 
measure in assertion of their powers and independence as a Government, involving 
the interruption of this trade, till some required concession shall be made. No 
Government can afford, if I may so express it, to be reduced to utter contempt 
in the sight of its own people by a handful of heedless foreigners ; the sacrifice, 
in point of public estimation, is far too considerable. 

I desire to record my own conviction that some roost disagreeable public c6n- 
I'^Sitquences will follow if the steam-boat proceeds up the river at this moment, in con- 
.||$p]tptuous disregard of a recent refusal to let her pass. At a suitable period, and 
due caution, I am sure such a point might be easily and safely accomplished. 
It is my deliberate opinion that the full weight of responsibility fur any disaster or 
mischief which arises out of this attempt at, the present moment will devolve upon 
this Commission, unless we can clearly show that we enjoined all British persons 
having aqy authority over the vessel, or employed oiS hoard of her, to abstain 
-from taking any part in a proceeding calculated imminently to risk interests of 
vast publie and private importance, and in direbt disobedience tc His Majesty’s 
Instructions, issued agreeably to Act of Parliament, setting forth that it is tho; 
; duty of all his subjects to respect the laws and usagesjof this empire. 

.CHARLES ELUpT. 
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Vksotmt Pahnenfon to Captain Elliot. 

i 

(Extract.) Foreign Office, July 22, 1836. 

I HAVE to observe to you that it does nol appear to His Majesty’s 
Crovernment, that it vrouUl be expedient that you should attempt to re-open 
communications with the Viceroy through the Hong merchants , but, on the 
contrary, it is desirable that you should decline every proposition to revive 
official communications through that channel, whatever may be the i]uarter 
from whence such propositions may come. 

It might be very suitable for the servants of the East India Company, 
themselves an Association of merchants, to communicate with the authorities of 
China through the merchants of the Hong ; but* the Superintendents are officers 
of the King, and as such can properly communicate with none but officers 
of the Chine.se Government. This is a point upon which you should insist ; 
and 1 have therefore to instruct you, if any attempt should be made by the 
Hong merchants to enter into communication with you upon matters of public 
business, to express jour regret tnat you are not at libeitv to receive am such 
communications, except from the Viceroy direct, or through some responsible 
officer of the Chine-ie Government. 

I have to add, that Ilis Majesty’s Govern lupiit do not deem it expedient 
that yon should give to your written communications with the Chinese 
Government, the name of “ Petitions." 


No. 67. 

The flon. W. Fox Strangways to Captain Elliot. 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 14, 1836, 

I AM directed by Viscount Palmerston to transmit to you, for the purpose 
of being forwarded to the Portuguese Governor of Macao, the accompanying 
letter, under dying seal.jaddressed to his Pixcellency by his Government, con- 
taining instructions as to the conduct be should |nirsue in all matters in which 
the Superintendents of British Trade in China, may hate occasion to address 
themselves to his Excellency, on subjects relating to the discharge of their 
official duties : these instructions are sent to his Excellency in consequence of 
the representations of IJis Majesty’s Government to that of Portugal, of 
circumstances stated in Sir G. Robinson’s despatch of tlic23rdof November, 
1836. 

I am, &o., 

(Signed) W. FOX STRANGWAYS.^. 







' ' No. 68. ' 

ib'ir G‘ B. Robinson io Vhcount Palmerslon.-^{Received September 29, 1636,) 

His Majesty's Cutter Louisa, 

.(Extract.) Lintin, March 1, 1836. 

1 HAVE the honour to incloije copy of a letter froA Mr. Inncs to my 
uidividuai address, tlie reply thereto, and of an open letter J, at the same time, 
inclosed to our Interpreters. 


Inclosuie 1 in Vo. 68. 

Mr. Janes to Sir G. li. Robinson. 

♦ 

Kir (jt'orj^p, Macao , February 22, 1830. 

I VERY lespeotfullj submit to your iccollection the follow iut; tneun- 
stan< cs. 

I icfcivcd au injurj and lost piopcrty out ol a ship called the Oruelt. 
Captain Dalrunide, 

r did my duty to my constituents, applying for its recovery to the late 
jleceased Co\crnor o/C’anton, and failed in niy object. I did put in motion a 
vessel for repilsal again&t Chinese subjicts; moved *by ) ou, I abstained theic- 
frotn, on }our pledge to represent the matter, both here (at a proper time) and 
home, for redress. * 

If you do not consider it to interfere with that pledge, I mean to draw the 
attention of the new Governor of Ctinton to this subject ; and if 1 have your 
permission to do so, 1 hope you will allow Mr. Morrison or Mr. Gutzlaff to 
translate into (’hinese my Petition to the new Governor: and for this I 
beg writteu instructions, as asking favouts of subordinate officers is 
inconvenient. 

I wish to put a curious fact before you ; 'Monteitb and Co.* who are the 
chief losers, are skilful chyniists anil inventors of colours : and they have 
recently arrived at a new colour : the goods robbed from me vrore of this new 
colour. Ou a day in last January, 1 was called to be jye&cnt at the opening of 
some goods of mine, to have the duties fixed by the Hopjio ; and this took 
place in the Hong, once the Honourable East-lndia Company’s, now Messrs. 
Daniell’s, when I saw in possession of au attendant officer a cotton.handker* 
chief ; a whole hankeichief of which, besides the stolen goods, only T was 
|»osscsped in all China of a similar colour j and mine were (being musters for 
^#6lHng by) half handkerchiefs ; the officer had his master’s books and*papei%^ 
k wttipped up in it. I instantly challenged it as stolen goods in presence of the 
Coolies, Linguists, and all attendants : this is direct evidence of the possession 
of the lloppo or his servants. , * . ' 

It is my duty to mention to you that 1 have moved Messrs* Monteith and 
Messrs. Deykins, at Glasgow and Birmingham, to induce Iheiif'four members 
in the Commons, to strengthen and support your judicious remonstrance at the 
Foreign Office. * * 

I wait your answer with anxiety. 

(Signed)"%'. JAMES INNES. 

jt 4; ^ / 
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Iiiclosure 2 in No. 68. 

Sir O. B. RolmsQn to Mr. Inne$. 

His Majesty's Cutter ]jOuisa, 

Sir, Liniih, February 24, 1836. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your letter under date 22nd 
Februafy, and lose no time in replying to it. 

I consider it will not be any interference with the pledge you have given to 
abstain from violeuf and dangerous measures for the recovery of your property, 
if you address, a moderate and becoming communication on the subject to the 
ne,w Governor of Canton ; on the contrarj’, you have my full sanction and 
approval of the measure, which I think judicious* and prudent. To this rnd, 
the services of one or both our interpreters are at your disposal, so long as the 
documents you require them to translate or draw up for you, contain neither 
throats or menaces which most assuredly you could never put in execution; 
nor expressions and language calculated to excite feelings and luipiessions 
hostile or piejudicial to the general wclfaic and interests ol the King’s subjects 
and, in my opinion, tending to the certain counteraction of your own object- 
To prevent any delay, I f'lrnisii jou with an open letter to those gcnthinen, and 
as you have placed the whole matter before me, and 1 haic submitted every 
document connected thcrewitli, tor the consideration ot the Right Honourable 
the Foreign Secietaiy, I conceive you will not he'-itato to lurnish me with the 
faithful translations, both of \our Petition to the new fiov'Cinor and his reply 
thereto; indeed it w'ould be satistaitory i( time would allow of my pcruoal of 
your address prev ions to jirosentalion. 

1 conceive a jndiciou'- introduction of the fact jdu mention might have 
601)10 weight, and 1 would suggest that you aho .state distinctly, the bu!>imf>s 
has been 6ubnntted to the Superintendents of British Tiade in Cbiiia, and by 
them tiansnulted to the high otficer ol Hi' Majc'ty’s Guveiumcnt, with whom 
they have (he honour to coiiespoml. 

1 beg to point out, th;*t Mr. iMorri'On it. now privately' rc'idiiig in Cantoa, 
solely for the purpose of aiding the foreign community in matters of this sort, 
and should you wish tq communicate personally with me on this or other 
subjects, it will be In accordance at once with my duty and inclination to atiord 
you all the advice and assistance in my power. 

I have, &c,, 

(Signed') G. B. ROBINSON. 


' Incloaurc 3 in No. 68. 

Siv C. It. jtobi/ison to Mr. Morriioti and Mr. Gutzlaff. 

His Majesty's Cutter la>uisa. 

Gentlemen, Liniin, February 2 1836. 

MR. INNES having requested my sanction for your assisting him by thfc 
exerci^ of your talents and acquirements in the Chinese language, I havt^to 
request you will do so to the liest of your power, under this positive restriction, 
however, that on no account, nor on any' occasion, you translate or draw up for 
presentation to the local authorities, documents containing language or exprts- 
eions <si a threatening or menacing na^c, or in any way calculated to prejudice 
and endanger thh Eol'ety ind interests of His Majesty’s subjects in this country « 
With, a perfect reliance on your judgment and disOretion, I do not consider ir ’ 
requisite to odd further admonition, and sincerely hope the results your 
exertions will be successful. * < . • < ? 

I am, &c., /O 

(Signed) G. B, ROBINSON. ‘ 
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No. G9. 


Viseomt Palmerston to Captain Elliot. 


Sir, ‘ Foreign Office, November 8, 183C. 

THE despatch of Sir George Kohiiison of the 20th of November, 1835, 
relative to the case of Mr. Junes, together with the various Minutes and other 
papers connected with it, whicli have been transmitted home by the Super- 
intendents, have received the most careful consideration of tlis Majesty’s 
Government and their legal advisers. 

It appears from these papers, that Mr. Innes, a liritish merchant, resident 
at Canton, had employed a pilot named Acha, to transfer some goods from the 
ship Orit'eV, while passing up from l^intin to C'auton, to another vessel at 
Lint»n bound for Manila ; that the pilot Aeha, instead of pioceedini; with tlic 
goods to the other ve.ssel, was com eying them up the Canton river, when his 
lioat and the goods were seized by the C’hinese Custom house otiicers, near the 
IJocca Tigris, for a breach of the Chinese revenue laws; it hemg considered 
that he was attempting to smuggle the merch.mdize within the entrance of the 
Port of Canton ; that Mr. Innes, conceiving himself to he wronged by the acts 
of the pilot and of the Custom-house olficers, had petitioned the Gowrnor of 
Canton for red less ; and that, upon experiencing delay in obtaining the resti- 
tution of his sroods, he had notified to the (Jovernor his determination to procure 
redress for himself, by acts of reprisal against the Chinese Trade , hut that he 
bad consented to abstain from his meditated hostilities, upon receiving trom the 
Superintendents a pledge, that his case should be submitted to the consi- 
deration of His Majesty’s Government . and that the recovery of his jiroperty 
should be made the subject of a demand on the Chinese Authorities, on the 
first occasion of the fciuperiuteiidents coming in formal contact with those 
Authorities. 

You have already been informed, by my despatch«of June 6th, addressed 
to Sir George Robinson, that the papers connected with this transaction were 
under the consideration of the law officers of the Crown. The report which I have 
now' received from the law officers, fully confirms the opinion which T expressed 
in that despatch, that the acts threatened by Mr. Innes, would, if carried into 
effect, amount to piracy. 1 have therefore to instruct you to communicate to 
Mr. Innes the opinion of His Majesty’s legal advisers, with regard 10 the iiiteu- 
tion xvhich Mr. Innes had announced ; .and to express the conviction of His 
Majesty’s (jovermnent, that he will abandon all intention of having recourse to 
proceedings which high legal authoritiCsS have declared would amount to piracy. 
You will further inform Mr. Innes, that if the contrar;^ should unfortunately 
happen, and if he should persist in carrying lii.s former intentions into execu- 
tion, he will be abandoned by the Jlntish Government to the fate which such a 
course will probably bring ujion him ; and further, that the commander of any 
of His Majesty’s ships which may fall in with him, will be bound to act 
towards him as the Naval Instructions require commanders of His Majesty's 
ships ot war to act towards pirates wdiom they may meet. ^ 

• With lespect to your representations to tlie Chinese Authorities, with a 
vi4w to obtain the restitution of Mr. Innes’s property, you will conform your- 
self to the instnictions contained in the latter part of my despatch to Sir George 
Robinson. 

I*am, &c., 

(Sigped) PALMERSTON. 


m 


No. 70, 


Viscount Palmerston to Captain Elliot, 


Sir, Foreign Office, November 8, 1836. 

HIS Majesty’s Government have not failed to take into their attentive 
consideration. Sir George Robinson’s despatch of the Ibt of July, 1835, 
relative to the claim preferred by Messrs. 'Purner and Co. of Canton, against Mr. 
Arthur Saunders Keating, of the same place, for a balance of 300 dollars, 
alleged to be due by him to the owners of a vessel called the Planter, on 
account of the freight of a cargo of rice, consigned to .Mr. Keating by a mer- 
cantile house at Batavia ; and which balance Mr. Keating refused to pay, on the 
plea, that his rice, after having been landed and* passed for sale to a Hong mer- 
chant at C'auton, named Mowqua, had by him been made subject to the pay- 
ment of 300 dollars, which he claimed as insurer of the ve.ssel, on account of 
certain port charges and fees: 'the charlei -party having stipulated that the 
port charges should be borne by the ship. This case, with the .Minutes of Pro- 
ceedings relating to it, ha.s been submitted to the con.«i.deration of the law officers 
of the Crown ; and it appears to His Majesty’s Government, from the report of 
those officei's, that the <jue.stion between Messrs. Turner and Co. and .Mr. Keating, 
is one merely of private right, and to the decision of which the ordinary tri- 
bunals of thi.s country are fully competent. In fact, the only question to be 
decided is, whether the ship Planter had earned her freight when the rice wa*s 
delivered into the go-down of Mowqua, the Ilong merchant who secured the 
ship. 

The facts of the case are not clearly stated in the papers sent home by Sir 
George Robinson ; but from the Minutes of Procccdii)g,s transmitted in his 
despatch above-mentioned* it would appear, that the Hong merchant Mowqua 
secured the ship at* 900 dollars, and that this sutu, which was due as 
port charge.s, was the onfy .sum lawfully demandable by the Chinese authorities; 
that this suDi was duly paid by the consignees of the ship to Mowqua, who', 
thereupon gave his chop or receipt for the same ; and tliat Mr. Keating might 
have had the rice, or have dispo.scd of it as lie thought fit ; but that by bts 
desire, and for his convenience, it was deposited by Mowqua, in his (Mowqua’s) 
go-down at Canton ; and that Mowqua illega'ly refused to let Mr. Keating 
remove the rice without paying a further sum of 300 dollars. Such at least 
appears to be the outline of the transaction as leported by the Superintendents ; 
and supposing the facts to be so, it is clear that the rice vras deposited by 
Mowqua as Mr. Keating’s agent, and that the owners of the ship had fully 
performed their contract, and consequently were entitled to receive the whole of 
the sum due for freight. , 

What I understand Mr. Keating to represent in his various letters entered 
on your Miiintes, is, that it is a’ fallacy to assert that the rice ever was in liis 
possession, or under his controul ; .that Mowqua, as the securing Hong merchant, 
had the ship and cargo in his power ; and that whatever contract Mowqua mi^t: 
have made with Messrs. Turner and Co., aife agents of the owners, he (Mowqua)’ 
never would have parted with the cargo, without receiving the 300 dollars in ‘ 
dispute: — that Mqwqua held the rice as the security merchant, and wrould not 
have permitted if td go dot of the ship to any other place than his own go-down, •. 
where he wouldi.retain a Uen ujKsn it for what he claimed. 

It b imppssibie for His Majesty’s Government, upon the documents beforq;.., 
them, and with their imperfeqt information as to the rights and duties of the'’^ 
securing merchant, to pronounce any positive decision as to the real merits of 
the ^e. But the fact stat^ by Messra. Turner and Co., in their letter to 
Mei»re. ' Wrhes, 'Dentf.^aml Jardine, that the dfrgo of another ship, the 
arriving at Uw ttme; was delivered to the gp-down of a different meTclianf:^ 
from tfap pne^Vhi^iBecui^id th^jhipi i» strongly 'cdnralipi^^ the view of 
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cast! taken by you aud your cpUeaguey. Indeed, >the claim of Messrst 'IWner 
and Co upon Mr. Keating, as /Stated in tbieir first letter, was for two> duiaa 
300 dollirs each, one on account of the ship Planter, the other oa aecau&t,dl 
the ship Jd^dras. The latter claim appears, in the course of the correspondence,, 
to have been ’ dropped, the reason not being distinctly stated ; and on these 
< ircunistanccs, so important in their bearing upon the merits of the other.claim 
which formed the immediate subject of the relerencc home, no I'einark is atado 
in the Chief Superintendent's despatch. i 

With rcgaid to tlie step taken by the Superintendents, in consequence of 
Mr. Keating’s continued refusal to pay the sums demanded of him, on aeconnfc 
of Mc&srs. Turner and Co. aud, in another case, by Mr.* Smith, amounting 
together to -£91 17s. (Jd. sterling, I have to state to you, that, in^advahcing on 
the public account, the amount of tliese demands upon Mr. Keating, with tha 
MOW of making him a debtor to the Crown, the Suiicrinlcndcnls adopted a 
course which the} hud no power whatever to take. Mr. Keating certainly i.s 
not a debtor to the Crown in rcopccl of this transaction 'J’hc case wao a 
private one— of an attempt at cvtortion on the pait ol the Hong merchant 
Mowqua, who, in his character of agent, demanded fioni his f/riiicipal a sum to 
whidi he was not entitled ; and rcluscd to give up to that ptiucipal the goods in 
his custody, until his unjust demand w'as satisfied 

As, however, the pajmeut was made In tlie Supcimtendents, in the 
e\eicise of their discretion, with the view of* preventing further discussions, 
which, under the peculiar circumstances of tliefr position, they considered might 
have pioved injurious to the Jlritish commcrrial interests in China, it is not my 
iutcution to make them peisonally lespoiisihlo tor the advance, although their 
decision was certainly a mistaken one But it is nn duty to caution you, in the 
most express manner, agamst pui suing a similar course on any future otoasion. 
It is probable that Mi. Keating, when he tinds that His Majesty’s Gov’crnmcnt 
incline to an dpinion on the subject adverse to his own, inaj no longer object to 
repay the sum wdiicli was advanced for him by the Supcinitend<mts , but, I 
repeat, that His Majesty's Government cannot regard Mr. Keating as a Crowm, 
debtor, ifi respect ot the payment made by you and your colleagues on Ids* 
account. , 

His Majesty's Government do not consider, that ’this is a transaction which 
would give any just ground of demand against the Chinese Government , but, 
as it appears that a demand was insisted upon by the securing merchant, which 
'the Chinese regulations do not warrant, and, < onsequently, that the merchant 
was guilty of an act of extortion, admitted on all sides Ip be such, (the dispute 
being only on whom the charge should fall,) you will avail yourself of anjy 
suitable opportunity that may otfer to call the attention of the Chinese authorio 
ties at Canton to the subject ; and to eudeavpur to prevail upqn thqina to put a. 
stop to such acts of extortion, by causing theii own icgujptions tq^be stiictly 
carried into effect. , > 

I am, &o., 

' (Signed) 


No. 71. 


4»i«w,a> * 


Viscount Palmerston to Captain Elliot. 

Sir, Foreiijn C^ce, November 8, 1836. 

WITH reference to my despatches of this date, containing the opinion of 
Ills Majesty’s Government upon the cases of Mr. Innes and A|r. Keating, 1 
tliiuk it right to state to you, that Ilis Majesty’s Government are fully awrare 
of the inconvenience arising botl^from the undefined state of the Jurisdiction 
, of the Superintendents in China, mid from their want of* power to enforce deci- 
sions to which they may come, on matters submitted to them hy members of 
the commercial body in China. 
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the gietieral question «9 to the nature, extent, mid powers of the future 
establishment in China, Is doW under the consideration of Ifis Majesty's 
Governtuent ; and I am in hopes that, at no distant pdiriod, some effectual 
reme^ may be provided for the inconvenience to which I have more particularly 
adverted. 

In the mean time, I have to recommend to you to confine your interference, 
when called for, as much as possible to friendly suggestion and advice to the 
parties concerned. 

The assumption of powers which you have no means of enfordng, and the 
issuing of injunctions which are set at nought with impunity, can only tend to 
impair the authority* and lower the dignity ot Hi-* Majesty’s Commission in the 
eyes of those whom it is of importance that it should be looked up to with 
respect. 

1 am, &c , 

(Sisnedl PALMKRSTON. 


No. 72. 

Vi<iroutit PalnKrtton io Captain Elliot 

Sir, Foieign Office, November 8, 1836. 

I IIAVK ohscived that ui joui Minute of the 15th of October, 1835; 
relative to the c.ise of Mr Innes, you expresb an opinion, that the power given 
by the Act 26 Coo. III. c, 57, sec. 35, to the Supracargoes of the ICast India 
('orajian}, to airest and send to England peisons resident at Canton, way now 
be lawfully cKcrcised by the Superintendents of British Tiade in China, by 
virtue of the Older in Council of the Dth December, IBlIJl, which translcrs to 
the Supcriuteiidents all the powers and authorities which were by law vested, 
in the Supracargoes, at die date of the teimination of the exclusive rights of 
the East India Company. 

As a misconception on tliis point might give rise to much euibarrassmenjl;, 
both to Ills Majesty's Government and to the Superintendents personally, I 
have to state to you for your guidance, that the clauae of the Act of 26 George 
III-, upon which )ou rest jour opinion, was lepcalcd by the I46th elauste of the 
Act 33 George III. c, 52; and further, that the onlj- power exercised by the 
Supracargoes, was that of removing unlicensed persons. Rut as no license 
from Ills Majesty is nowr necessui-y to enable Ills Majesty’s subjects to trade 
wiUt OF re^id^in China, such power of expulsion has altogether ceased to exist 
wiW fespect to China. 

I am, &c., 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 
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life* 73. 


Viscount Palmerston to Captain Elliot. 

Sir, Foreign Office.^ November H, 1836. 

T INSTRUCTED Sir George Robinson, in my dcsnatdi of the 28th of 
May Just, to communicate to the various individuals wio held provisional 
appointments under His Majesty’s Commission, that those , appointments 
were still to be (;onsidercd as ojily })rovisional and temporary, and subject to 
such airangcments with regard to entire abolition, or to reduction of salary, as 
II is Majesty’s (Tovernment might, upon further consideration, deem proper. 

His Majesty’s Government subsequently came to the resolution of abolish- 
ing tlie. oth<‘e and salary of Chief Superintendent, as uotitied in my despatch 
to Sir George Robinson, of the 7lh of .lune last ; and they have since then 
resolved upon carrying into effect some further changes and reductions, which 
I now proceed to state to you. 

1st. It appears to His Majesty’s Govenunent desirable, in order to insure 
unity of dcci.sion and singleness of responsibility, as well as to avoid those 
differences of oi)iniou betw'cen co-ordinate Authorities, which arc necessarily 
injurious to the piddle service and to the etHciency of the Gomiuission, that 
the ofhee of the Third Superintendent should be abolisiicd ; and that, in the 
place of that officer, a Deputy Superintendent should be appointed, to act as 
assistant to the Chief Superintendent, but under bi.s orders and controul ; and 
also to act provisionally for the Chief Superintendent, during his occasional 
absence from his pu.st. Ilis Majesty’s Government arc glad to avail themselves 
of the services of Air. .Tfdmston, at present Third Superintendent, for thi.s new 
office ; and you will notify the decision of His Majesty’s Government to Mr. 
Johnston, and will acquaint him that the salary, which for the ])rescnt is 
assigned to the ollicl’ of Deputy Superintendent, is, 1,0001. per annum. Mr, 
Johnston’s salary of 2,000/. per annum, a.s Third Superinteudeut, will cease on 
the day on which you receive this despatch ; after which time he will receive 
the salary of 1 ,.'>00/. attached to his new office. 

2iid. The salary of the Surgeon to the e-stablishment is to be reduced from 
1,500/- to 1,000/. per annum ; that of the Secretary and Treasurer from 1,5002. 
to 800/. per annum ; and that of the Chinese Secretary and Interpreter from 
1,300/. to 1,0002, per annum; the I’cduction to take effect in each case, from 
the day on which you receive this despatch. 

3rd. The office of Assistant Surgeon is to be altogether abolished. You 
will notify Ibis determination to Mr. Anderson, who now holds this appoint- 
ment ; and you will pay him his salary for three months after .he shall have 
received such notification. 

It will, moreover, be distinctly understood thtfk all the offices on the 
establi-shment are held, subject to any final arrangements which His Majesty’s 
Government may hereafter deem it expedient to adopt. 

4th, Contingent Expense.s. — The sum of 5,000/. provided by His Majesty’s 
warrant of the Hth of Janujiry, 1834, for clerks and contingencies, included the 
' .contemplated expense of boats and other incidental charges connected with the 
• collection of the duties originally propo.sed to be levied on British flipping 
in Canton. I'hc subsequent abrogation of these duties has necessarily occa- 
sioned a great reduction in tlie contingent expenditure of the establishment; 
and His Majesty’s Government are tliefefore of opinion, that a sum of 2,5002. 
per annum will be amply sufficient to cover every needful expense under this 
head ; and you will be careful that the above amount shall, under no circum- 
stances, in future be exceeded. . • ^ 

But His Majesty’s Government, in fixing the sum of 2,5002. per 
annum, as that which they intend to propose to Parlisunent as the vat6 for 
„ contingencies for the China Establishment during .the ensuing year,^con- 
fidently hope and expect that such sum will ultimately be fi^uud more than 
; sufficient for the actual and necessary, expenditure on that smeount. -t ^^y 
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are unwilling to run the risk of making an inadequate provision for expenses 
to be incurred on so distant a station, and with regard to the nature and 
necessity of which they have not yet had knowledge and experience enough to 
enable them to form a final and correct judgment, but you will consider it your 
duty to confine these contingent and incidental cxpcnccs within the narrowest 
limits consistent with the interests of His Majesty’s service. 

1 am, &c., 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 74. 

Sir G. B. Rohmson to Viscount Palmerston, — (Received November 17, 1836 .) 

His Majesty's Cutter rx)uisa, 

My Lord, Lintin, April 18, 1836. 

IT affords me great pleasure to intimate to your Lordship, that, after one 
of the most active, and, I believe, successful seasons ever remembered in China, 
there exists at the present period of relaxation tlie most perfect tranquillity and 
quiet. 

With the exception of two ships now loading for England, there is little to 
notice in the river, and all • iny exertions are directed to preserve order and 
correct some abuses in the numerous vessels at this anchorage or in Macao 
Roads, for Avhich purpose I resort, as most suitable, to either station, and trust 
nothing will intervene to intemipt the present tranquil aspect of affaii’S. The 
Chinese are not, in my o^>inion, disposed to interfere with the exercise of our 
functions and powers outside the river, and, so long as we do not al tempt to go 
to Canton, will take no iwtice whatever of our proceedings. If 1 could perceive 
a greater degree of harmony and unanimity amongst the British community, I 
should confidently anticipate the gratification of addressing 5 'our Ix)rdship on 
tlie probable advantages to be derived from a change in the position of the 
outside rendezvous for shipping, from the exposed and impracticable anchorage 
at Lintin, during the southerly monsoon, to the safe and commodious basin or 
harbour of Hong Kong, in preference to the late resort of outside sliips, the 
Cumsingmoon, where they are much more likely to become involved in affmys 
with the natives, from various causes, which it would uow he tedious and 
needless to dwell upon. But I feel myself so unhappily situated, by the 
divided and irritable s^ate of the British society, that I apprehend all my 
efforts might be vain, and perliaps produce evil instead of beneficial results. 

There remains, therefore, no alternative but a continuance in my present 
quiescent line of [wlicy, until I am in possession of definite inslrnotions from 
your Lordshij) as to our future measures, I have only to observe, that I 
persevere in my course, simply because all has proceeded well and successfully 
during Us operation ; and 1 consider, that, so long as that is the case, I am best 
fulfilling the duties of my office. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed; GEORGE BEST ROBINSON. 
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No. 75. 

Viscount Palmerston to Captain Elliot. 

Sir, . . , Foreign Office^ December 6, 1 83^^ 

I HAVE had under consideration Sir George Robinsou’s despatch of M.iy 
17, reporting the particulars of a gross outhige conitnilted on 'tAVd 'masters of 
British vessels by a Portuguese officer at Macao, and for which the Superinteh- 
'dents had been unable to obtaiii any redress from the ' Governor of ' that settle^ 
inent, and further statuig .that the Governor of Macao persisted in, declining to 
recognise the Superihtendehts in their public character, and had not even 
returned an answer to their letters. " 

In my despatch of September 14th, I transmitted to you, for the purpose of 
being delivered to the Governor of Macao, an instruction w'hich the Portuguese 
Government had addressed to his Excellency in consequence of the repix'sentatiou 
made to them of a former transaction of a similar nature; and I trust that this 
instruction will have had the effect of recalling the Governor to a proper sense 
of' the respect which is due to dfficers acting under His Majesty’s Commission } 
and will have disposed him to take effectual measures for preventing the recur- 
rence of acts of violence tow'ards British subjects. 

His Majesty’s Government liav'e however* deemed it expedient, as well in 
consetpiencc of these occurrences as with a view lo the protection of British 
Commerce in general, to address instructions to the Admiral commanding His 
Majesty’s ships in the East Indies, directing him to station a ship of war con- 
stantly in the China Seas, and to call the spec'ial attention of her commander to 
the necessity of w'atching over the interests of British subjects at Macao. 

1 am, &c., 

• . (Signed') PALMERS'PON. 


{Insl ructions referred to in the foregoinf^ despatek to Captain Elliot ) 
John Backhouse, Esq. to Charles Wood, Esq. 

Sir, Foreign Office, March 2.3, 1836* 

1 AM directed by Viscount Piilmerstou lo transmit lo you the 
accompanying extracts from the file of proceedings of the Superintendents 
of the Trade of Briti.sh subjects in China, — the first relating to the plunder 
by some Chinese pirates of the British vessel Troughlon , — the second, to 
the difficulty which the Sujycrintciidents experience, in the present state of 
relations with China, in controuliug the conduct of British se.ainen 
resorting to the (’anton Kiver. In laying these Papers before the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, 1 am to desire that you will state to 
their Lordships, that it is Viscount Palmerston’s opinion, with reference 
both to the proteidion of British ships and jiroperty from plunder, tind to 
the iicecnssity of sometimes enforcing subordination among the inctchant 
seamen, that a ship-of-w ar should be constantly employed on theGhinCse 
station; and that the commander of siich ship should be instructed to 
connnunicate with the British authorities in China, and to act in concert 
with them for the ihaintenunce-of British interests in that quarter of the 
world, 

I am, &c., 

(Signed) J. BACKHOUSE. 
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No. 76. 

4 t ’ f , 

Sir G, B. Rohinson to Viscount PalmerUon. — (Received December 26, 1836.) 

f‘, ' 

My Jjord, Macao, ^fay 1(>, 1S36. 

f } 

' WrrU reference to my despatch of February 5, paragraph 6, 1 have the 
honour to inclose the cover or envelope of a dof ument sent by tlie Hong 
mercliauts to all tlie principal lirm'', agents, or rc-jident',, foreign and British, 
in China. It w«i.s Ipi warded by the common Chinese post, or rather passage- 
boat, and difl'ers in no way from an ordinary Chinese letter. 

Jl rcipieslvd Mr. Gutzlaff to write the exact ineainng of the characters 
upon this cover, which is, in all respects, similar to those 1 have been in the 
Iiabit of leceiving for many ycais past, from Chinese of various eksset!, on 
private business, with the omission, perhaps, of some complimentaiy or lucky 
phrase or sentence, w hich they often subjoin. 

The woid high dispatch is, I think, a misapprehension of the term, with 
s])ccd or haste; but, if meant to infe, tliat tlie contcait^ aie of importance, is 
generally used in the direction of all letters, even those of the lower classes. 

fn Mr. Gut/lafl’s note, he rcmaiks, it is addressed individually to the 
managers <tf barbarian nations. .1 believe, howc\er, copies have been sent to 
most of the foreign merchants in Canton, and even to masters of ships. 

The Hong merchants, in tlieir note, simply re(picsl their \nluous elder 
brother to inform his countrymen of the contents , and the whole dot ument, in 
my opinion, can only be considered as a circular to merchants and captain'!. 

'Die Edict itsdi’ k merely one of the usmtl screeu.s, under cover of which 
the Mandarins themselves engage in the illicit trade, or, by the intlucnee of 
largo bribes, connive at its existence and increase. 

My object in addressing your Lordship on this subject, is simply to prove, 
that I am not, by any means, in communication with the Hong merchants, nor 
liavc I in any way deviated from that line (<f policy so w'cll suited to maintain 
our present position, which is all I aspire to do, until I have the honour to 
receiv'c positive and (lefiihte instruction'!. * 

1 have, &c., 

, (Signed) GEORGE BEST ROBINSON. 


Inclosure I in No. 76. 

Mr. Gutzlaff to Sir G. B. Robinson, 

4 

Sir, ‘ ’ • Macao, April \mG. 

‘ \ 

, I HAVE the pleasure of transmitting to you the trausLition. It seems to 
circular, letter addressed individually to ail the mauugers of the barbarian ' 
nations. The name of the English does not even once occur. 

1 remain, 9bc., 

, (Signed) CHARLES GUTZLAFF. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 76. 

The. Hong Merchants to Sir G. B. Robinson. 


April 15, 1836. 

THE Hong merchants repeat, in the inclosed note, the same orders, and' 
request their virtuous elder brother to make them known to all his countrymen 
at Canton. 


Inclosurc 3 in No. 7G. 

Edict against Foreign Ships resorting to the North-East Coast of China. 

LlEW, the Che-licon of Nan-hae, hereby informs the Hong merchants, that 
he received on the 4th instant a communication from the Kwang-Chow-Foo, 
stating that he had received a paper, dated 26th of March, from the Provincial 
Judge, who had received an official letter from the Provincial Treasurer 
February 7th, transmitted to him by the Deputy Governor of Kwangtung and 
Kwangsc provinces, containing the following statement of the Lieutenant 
Gov'eriior of Chekeang province, dated .January 3 1st. 

“ There anchored a barbarian three-masted ship near the Tung-se-choo 
[island.s belonging to the Choo-san group,] with Mifata’s barbarian craft, 
wdiich also proceeded to Cha-poo and Lcih-keang [harbours of Che-kcang 
province]. They have never been forced to get under weigh, undare driven 
away. 

“ I, the Lieutenant Governor, in conjunction with the Admiral, prepared on 
the 23rd of the ninth month of the preceding year a respectful rcjmrt to the- 
Emperor. Moreover, I forwarded a circular letter [to the Mandarins along 
coast], to institute inquiries, escort, and -drive them away [the ships]. 1 
thought it, moreover, my duty to request iii this official uotificatiou, tlmt the 
Hong merchants might l)e strictly enjoined, to convey to the barbarian ships on 
their arrival at Canton the most peremptory commands, in order to restrain 
them from revisiting other province.s. And I hereby rccjucst an answer. 

“ A copy of this document reaching me, the Acting Governor [of Kwang- 
tung and Kwangse], I examined the records, and f«iind that I had already 
previous to this received an official document from the Governor General of 
Fokcen and Che-keang, stating that inquiries had been made, and the ships 
had been escorted and driven away, as is upon record. 1, therefore stated in 
my replj to the Lieutenant Governor of Clie-keang, that the notification had 
< been duly entered upon the records, and that there was no need of an additional 
document upon the subject. •- 

“ At the same time I requested the Hoppo, that he should' immediatdy 
order the Hong merchants to issue these command.s, to the manager of the said 
kingdom’s barbarian merchants, tliat they might obey them. .Tlie Hong 
merchants ought also to restrain those barbarian ships which have -been sent 
away from^ Che-keang, as soon as they arrive at Canton, and m6st severely 
prohibited ’’^and restrict them from ever proceeding in futnre to other provinces, 
and there .sauntering about.” * . *. • 

To enforce obedience to the orders, the Provincial Judge adds lus 
commands. Do not transgress ! They being received, the Hong jnet'c^l^ts 
were immediately enjoined to |irdmulgate these cot^^uds, whilst thte ptiber 
.^official injunctions are hereby^, forwarded, . that tH<^-ihight*act ’< 
accordance tet them. 



'*1, the Che-heeiir of Nan-hae, whilst receiving these official documents 
ollowed the directions of the fCwang-Chow-Foo, and, accordingly, strictly 
enjoin the Hong mercliants, that they may promulgate these commands to the 
manager of the said kingdom's barbarian merchants, that they may obey them. 
As soon as the barbarian ships which have been sent away from Che-keang, 
arrive at Canton, they ought to be severely prohibited and restricted from 
ever proceeding to other provinces, and there sumitering about. Do not 
transgress !” 

I address jointly my commands to the said Hong merchants, that they 
may immediately promulgate these orders to the manager of the said kingdom's 
barbarian mcrcliunts’for their obedience to them. As soon as the barbarian 
ships which have been sent away from Che-keang, arrive at Canton, they 
ought to be severely prohibited and restricted from ever j)rocc'ctlij)g to otlier 
provinces, and there sauntering about. Do not tiausgrcss ! Use the utmost 
disjjatcli. These are the orders. 


No. 77. 

Sir Cr. B. Robinson to f^iscount Pulnierston, — 'Received Marrh 1, iS37.) 

(Extract.) Macao, October l.‘l, 1837. 

NOTHING hilt decided measures will, at the presoiil period, induce the 
Local (iliinese Government to admit or tolerate the resort to, or residence at’ 
Canton of an officer of llis Majesty’s Government on a becoming footing (and 
unless he be so ])lac.e(l, his iircseucc must prove a source of evil instead of good), 
as they haAC tlic sagacity to foresee the endless embarrassment certain to 
emanate therefrom, but they will tacitly sanction, or perhtips avail themselves 
of the full exercisp of liis fifnctions and authority without the river, and 1 am 
confident, apjical to him in any extreme case of difficulty or aggression on the 
part of his countrymen, tficrcby at once yielding a point of contention which it 
seems to me idle to urge. 


No. 78. 

Sir G. Ji. Robinson i» Viscount Palmerston. — {Received April 18, 1837.) 

His Majesttfs Cutter Louisa, 

(Extract.) Lintin, November 2S, 1836. 

IN the absence of any despatches conveying your Jjordsliip’s sentiments 
and instructions relative to the quiescent course of policy in which I have 
deemed it my duty to persevere, since I had the honour of succeeding to my 
present appointment, and the system I last year adopted of residing on board 
Hi« Maje.stY's cutter at Lintin, or outside the Bocca Tigris, for Iho jiurpose of 
attesting the manifests of British ships, granting port-clearances, and the general 
advants^c accruing to the commercial community in China, from the free and 
uncontrolled exercise of those functions of a consular nature, as requisite and 
essential for th« maintenance of flie public peace, or rather the discipline of the 
shippihg, as for the interests and welfare Of His Majesty’s subjects in tliis 
countryjil consider no other alternative is open to me, hut a recurrence to that 
arrangement which so fully answered all tlie anticipations 1 had formed, and 
to which no rattopal ohjection seems to have presented itself. 
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. _No. 19. 




Sir G. B. Robinson, to Viscount Palmerston. — {Receircd May 3, 1837.) 

My Lord, Macao, December 14, 1836. 

I II.VVE the honour to achiiowk^li'c the receipt of desputches from your 
Lordship, per ship Ne^}tune, announcing the abolition of Uio ollh'e of Claef 
Supermfdnd^iitVof’ th'ef' 'I’rwle of l^ritiah \iiihji6<4«’ in ISittd ilire^'ffh^ Ine 

to make over the Arcliives and other Doeiunents of this Establisliincnt, to 



honour of addressing your Lordship, by ships shortly ahoiit fo saif for England. 

' ‘ f have, '&c.,' 

' ' (Signed) ' GEORGE BEST UOIUNSON. 


No. 80. • ' ■ ■ 


Captain Elliot, Second Superintendent, to Viscount Palmer rdon.—l^Rcceived 

June 6, 1836.) 


(Extract.) . , , , Macao, Jfin^ary 25, 1836,, 

. THE peaceful and conciliatory policy by which the King’s Govcrninent appeat'; 
to . me to desire to maintain and promote the coinmcreial intercourse with 'this- 
empire, is not very generally approved amongst the fifty or sixty resident- jner-; 
chants at Canton ; and a determination to give it eflcc^t, so far as depends upon 
me, is the least popular task I could have proposed to myself. 


No. 81. 

Captain Elliot to the Foreign Office, — (Received July 23, 1836.) 

t 

(Extract.) ^ Macao, March H, 1836.: 

IT had long seemed to me, that the arrival of the new Viceroy at Canton 
would furnish us an occasioit for the re-opening of our communications with, the 
provincial authorities, by the only channel which, I am well persuaded, will ever 
open out to us at once, without a very hazardoirs and a very neediiess 8trug|^,: : 



Being at Canton, and conforming heartily to the spirit of our cautious and 
conciliatory instructions, I sec ^very day more reason to believe, that without 
much address upon our parts, and in short, by the mere force of circunotances, 
we should soon come to make ourselves so useful to the native authoritu:s, as to 
bad them (gradually and silently indeed, but surely) not only to admit, hut to 
court direct communication with us. In China, to keep things quiet is the 
best evidence as well os the whole end of successful administration : as soon as 
the Viceroy found out that we were sincere allies with them in that object, he 
would sedulously cultivate our friendliness. 


No. 82. 

Captain Elliot to the Foreign Office. — {Received February 15, 1837.) 

(Extract.) • Macao, July 27, J836. 

I LEARN from Sir George Robinson, that he ha.s <dlicially trans- 
mitted the very reniarkabh^ Alemiu'ial to the Einj)ei'or u[K>n the subject of 
the legalization of the Opium, or I would have forwarded you a t'opy by 
this occasion.* You will observe, that the .Memorial already bears the 
Imperial command to examine and report, which, in their olHcial system, 
may be said to be a signifie.ation of assent. The formal and final orders 
will probably be here in the eour.s(‘ t>f a month or six w'eeks. 'Phis is a 
great change indeed, but it would be a complete misconception of its 
character to confound a change of means with an\ change in the prin- 
ciple of their policy. 'I'liis as respects the foreigner, may be pretty 
accurately described to be, lirst, the minimum amount of foreign soci.M 
jnlercourse. which sludi, be consistiml with the ac'tive juirsuit of trade, 
according to their lights of the most advantageous mcnle of carrying on 
trade; and, decidedly, the most anxious avoidiince of any such serious 
difliculties with the foreigners on the spot as might furnish foreign powers 
with a pretext for interference. 

This stroke is aimed at the oxciilirowMif the l.,intin and outside trade, 
and the limitation of onr eornnu'reial spheiv* to Clinton ami (he Hong 
merchants. The e.xtont to which it is successful, must depend mainly 
upon the adherence to the moderate duties and charges ])n)posed in the 
Memorial. Thc.se would be about seven dollar.s per chest, and, under 
present circumstances, the native smuggler cannot land a chest of Opium 
at the nearest depot tft Lint in under, at the very least, forty dollars. 
'I’hus, then, you will perceive, that, if this chargt* is established and 
faithfully adhered to, no premium can present itsi,lf to induce tln^ native 
to smuggle; and. indeed, it should be added, (hat as soon ;is the Opium 
may be lawfully intro.iucod at Whampoa, and af Whampoa alone, there is 
no more reason to believe that the smuggler w ill be able (o intro.'luce it at 
other |ft>inls than Clanton, than he has hitherto been al)l<‘ to introduce 
any other articles which may come into Canton, but nowhere' else. 
Smuggling there may be at Canton as there is now' of all sorts of nierc.'ian- 
dize to an immense extent, but. there w'ill lx? simigglingno where else than 
at Canton ; (hat is, ahv.'vy.s Kup|)«>sing that the charges are kept at the 
moderate rate now proposed, the probabilities of which I cannot judge < f. 
It has been a confusion of terms to call (he opium trade ;i smuggling 


• It tWft not apjU'.'ir thrit Sir Goorj^o IJobinsoii c\or <r;:n<ii\itto.l . il.t'-i' tlvL-uiucnts tp t'lc 
Forri^ii OfTicot the only allusion he muke.'i (o the p.ilijtvi of them is th:it coiii.ui.*_\I m 
of 1836. 
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it was a formally prohibited trade, but there was no part of the 
trade of this country which had the more active support of the local 
authorities. It commenced and has subsfstcd by means of the hearty 
connivapee of the Mandarins, and it could have done neither the one nor 
the other without their constant countenance. In my mind, it is much' less 
the Lintin or the coast trade that have produced this striking measure than 
the tea and the tract Missions to the coasts, of last year. These events 
attracted the very anxious notice of the Court itself, and this scheme is 
result. The Lintin trade, as long as it was quietly pursued, ahva^ s had 
the countenance of the high Mandarins of this j)rovince, and though they 
W(‘re naturally unfriendly to its extension to the coast oi‘ the neighbouring 
provinces, still they were disposed to stille complaints to the Court upon 
that subject, in order to stave olf searching inquiry into their own all'airs 
here. 'I’racing backwards, no doubt the opium will be found to be the 

f reat primary cause of this change. Hut the immediate cause here, has, 
firmly believe, been the distribution of tracts. The opium ships might 
have continued to visit the coasts with little more than former notice, 
but the books alarmcrl the Court seriously. 

'fliis State Pajicr is a ‘public confession that the Chinese cannot do 
without our opium, and that being the case, the regulation of the 
manner of its introduction in such wise as will render it least mischievous 
to their policy of foreign exclusion, is no* doubt a skilful measure, but I 
greatly question its cllicacy. It has bten delayed too long. The ollicers 
and the peo|)lc have been accustomed to the feeling that the (lovcrnment 
is at once false and feeble. Sooner or later the feeling of independence, 
which the peculiar mode of conducting this branch of the trade has 
created upon the part of our countryinen in China, will lead to grave 
dilliculties. A long course of impunity will bi'get hardihood, and at 
'last some gross insult will be perjictrated, that the Chinese authorities 
will be constrained to resent; they will be terrified and irritated, and will 
probably commit some act of cruel violence that will make any choice 
but armed interference, impossible to our own Government. The imme* 
diate effect of the legalization of the Opium, will be, 1 should suppose, to 
stimulate production at Bengal ; there is .some* notion here that it will 
encourage the growth of the poppy in China, and that home -produced 
opium will thrust our own out of the market ; eventually perhaps it may, 
but results of that kind are of slow growth. 


No. 83. 

Captain Elliot to the Foreign O^ce.— {Received March 2, 1837.) 

(Extract.) Macao^ October 10, 1836. 

WE are in expectation of soon receiving the final orders from Pekin for 
the Icgalizatiun of the opium. This is undoubtedly the most remarkable 
incasuie which has been taken in re.spect to the Foreign Trade, since the eccession 
of this dynasty, when the ports on the coast were closed, and it had been pre- 
faced by A scries of reports to the Emperor, strikingly worthy of attention. 'Ihey 
incline me to believe, that it wants but caution an(( steadiness to secure, at no 
very distant date, very important relaxations. 
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No. 84. 

Captain Elliott CSt'rf Sup :rinlendent, to Viscount Palmerston.-^ (^Rectived 

Moy 1, 1837.) 

^Extract.) Macao, December 14, 18.36. 

RY a ship upon the point of sailing, I have the honour to acknowledge 
your Lordship’s desj)atch, of June 15 of this year, to my address, accompanying 
despatches from May 28 to .June 1.5, to the addniss of Sir George Robinson. 

In conformity with these Instructions, I have this day assumed the chief 
place in the Commission. And with the expression of my thanks to your 
Lordship, I heg to convey my assurance, that I shall endeavour to justify the 
appointment, by a steady determination faithfully to discharge the duties 
intrusted to me. I apply myself to that purpose with a strong persuasion, that 
a conciliatory disposition to respect the usages, and, above all, to refrain from 
shocking the prejudices of this Government,, is the croursc at once most 
consonant with the magnanimity of the Uritish nation, and with the substantial 
interests at stake, in the maintenance of peaceful comtneicial relations with this 
Empire. Being thus impressed, iny Lord, I hope it will be a source neither of 
surprise nor dissatisfaction to you to learn, that I do not propose to jirotract 
the actual interruption of our pifldic communications, uj)on the ground that we 
have a right to a direct official communication with the Viceroy. 

I will only add, that the very remarkable movements of this Government 
in respect to the foreign trade actually in agitation, and the critical state of 
uncertainty in which the results still remain, furnish me a strong additional 
motive for desiring to place myself at Canton as soon as possible. 

The manner in which I propose to re-open the communications with the 
Viceroy, as the Select Committee was accustomed to conduct them, shall form 
the subject of an early despatch to your Lordship. 


No. 85. 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received, May 1, 1837.) 

My Lord, Macao, December 30, 1S36. 

IN ray despatch to your l.ordship of the 1 4th instant, I had the 
honour to state, that I should endeavour to open the communications with the 
provincial authorities forthwith ; and that I slu)»ild take an early opportunity to 
make known to your Lordship the means by which I hoped to accomplish that 
object. 

I perceived that flic recent arrival of your Lordship’s despatches would 
afford me a favourable pretext for addressing myself to the CJovernorof the two 
provinces ; and I was mindful that any delay in the communication of my 
appointment, might hereafter be construed into a point of a very suspicious 
nature, extremely difficult of satisfactory explanation : I lost no time, there- 
fore, in drafting the accompanying note to his Excellency. 

Another reason, too, had always presented itself to me. in recommendation 
of this prompt application to the Governor. It seemed Miat a communication 
forwarded on the very recent receipt of Instruc’tions from llis Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, would of itself be a state of* circumstances well calculated to dispose 
the Governor to lend reasonable attention to moderate and unsuspicious 
overtures, re.spectfully submitted for his Excellency's adoption. 

'I'he translation of this papwr was .sealed up and directed in the same form in 
which the Select Committee of Su|)raeargoes had been accustomed to suiierscribe 
documents to the Governor’s address. In other words, the superscription 
bore the (.’hinose character “ Pin," carrying in our language the signification 
of ‘‘ an address from an inferkir to a su|)erior.” It was then placed in an 
opeu envelope to the address of the Senior Hong merchant, and the whole 
• T 2 ' 
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inclosQi^ ttra^l9[|Ute4nipftb.|^§;apppq[^aiiyJii9) ofMifidential-lettco’ to rCfio 
AgeQt9 lndji9(.CQa^stn]^,f^^. Cwai«>ii». and: to t-wO'^medibeni iof tito 

prip0ip43(it>sl^ at tM ^ „ ; i ., - . . > n .r.t r • iitV 

T^so geotlemen wero 9 eUqted'^s bqiQg tbe most proper persoto'throo^ 
whom 4he first declaratioa pf ; my appointment, aod oificial character might to 
^ ith a view to the sufiicaent j|ojrmal authenticity of tilie fact. <- ; 

, Upon the morning of the 25th instant, I had the; satisfaction to receive «fa 
o^cial communication froiU' tlm gentlemen to whom my address had > been 
confided* covering an Edict, from the Governor in reply to it, together with.>« 
note frona Howqua. ... , , 

Your l./)rdship will observe by the Governor’s Edictj .that he has required 
me to remain at Macao pending instructions from His Imperial .Majesty i and 
further, that liis Excellency commands certain officers and Hong meixdiants to; 
visit me here for the purpose of clearing up some doubts which had presented^ 
themselves to his mind, as to the nature of my appointment, and the duties I; 
am to perform. 

. . The opinion I have formed of the tenor of his Excellency’s Edict (which' 
it is material to. observe, carefully abstains from all notice of the events itt' 
1834), is, that the Provincial Government, and probably the Court, would 
well content to feel reassured in respect to .the sentiments of His Majesty’s: 
Government upon tliose matters ; and 1 have .no doubt there is a disposition to. 
draw to a close the present hazardous interjuption of responsible communi* 
cation and supervision at Canton. 

I would in this place take the liberty to remark to your Lordship, that in 
the consideration of Chinese official papers, with a view to the detection of 
their real spirit, it has always seemed to me to be a point of principal moment,* 
to weigh the effect of any distinctly promised course of action, and to attach a 
.very subordinate degree of importance to their mere phraseology. I 
would by no means be supposed to think that I hold the consideration of the 
languogc to be without use for the due estimation of the intentions or dispo- 
sitions of this Government, but 1 certainly am of opinion that it will always be 
found to be a sounder course steadily, to look at the portions material of these 
instruments, and to draw our conclusions from these, than from the manner in 
which it is the custom of these peu])le to dress or to cover up their purposes. 

Testing the Governor’s Edict by this principle, I would say that if his 
Excellency had informed me 1 must abide at Macao, without making a distinct 
specification of.a line of proceeding upon his own part, I should have concluded^ 
that it was determined to adhere rigidly to the rule that the Chief roust be a- 
trading Chief. But coupled with the declaration, that the C'hief ought to be at 
trading Chief, and that I must remain here for the present, the Governor^ 
signifies with great plainness, not only that he knows 1 am not a-trading Chief, 
but that he will seek the Imperial sanction to let me proceed to Canton; and* 
in order to leave me in little doubt that this application' will be successful, he 
describes the steps he will take when that sanction arrives. This, in my manner*, 
of considering the matter, is to acquaint me that it is determined tu permit mas 
to repair to Canton. But at the same time, I concei;l*e that his Excellency's', 
desire is to be permitted to work out that end in his own fasbimi ; that is 
to say, with due regard to a respectable mode of setting aside difficulties whidi'^ 
it is so frequently the consequence of their jealous policy to create for them* 
selves, as well as for others. . >* 

This Edict, my Lord, has appeared to me to justify some hope, that a point? 
of no ordinary public moment is susceptible of attainment, namely, the* direct ; 
Imperial sanction of the official character of a person at Canton, wholly* fUtCTO* . 
nected with trade, and 1 trust your Lordship will approve of the terms in which . 
I have replied to bis Excellency’s Edict with the intention to promoted that 
result. . • 

Upon the morning of the 28th, instant, I received a visit from the Hong 
merchants, who had arrived at Macao with tlie Mandarine deputed . by thpi 
Governor to seek some further explanation as to the nature bC my office and 
dutus, and upon the other matters noticed in his Excellence’s vEdii^ * ThfUffO 
persons opened their mission by proposing that 1 should :vin( the Idan^dns; 
a.course, however, which I declined, upon the ground that 1 had no pai^Hto^kr 
coiniuunication to makie to them; I {Remarked at thfi^toDte tiiye, .t^^.tbsM4 



oCficeM nuA^^bl9> in tiVcry' blotter bf iiity nbcesaHy 

wliicli^ existed agreeably' tbrUie'Qbv^nror’s Kd'K^, ^that' tn^'bhotild see me; dt 
all events, if they were of the mind tl:at we ought to tneet, 'I'doold assure theni 
titatdtiHroald gh^ me 'great plea^uVe to have tl»e honour df 'Wfeeiving them at 

hqu8e; .if tliey did not ho isider it requisite, I should be glhd to suit theh^ 
convenience, hir affoidiug the mer^nts any verbal explanation in my power 
i^n those points 'ediich appealed (o the Ghivernoi* to need further explanation. 
u-\ uRratwed'CiiisrtS'Were made in the course of the day to induce me to visit 
theiofficers; but 1 had strong reasons for declining to accede to that proposition ; . 
and 1 felt much satisfaction, that an obstacle (not of my creation) ' had arisen 
tfo- prevent oUr meeting. . ; . > 

1 iij It'Occurfad to me that there ws^ a possibility the Mandarins might havC 
piOpOuoded questibns, with' respect to the particular ship of war in which I 
damey and that the replies might have led us back to the consideration of events 
naiich better kept oUt of sight. If, upon the other hand, 1 had declined to answer 
such questions, it was to be apprehended, that niy silence might have been' 
constructed into arrogant disrespect towards the Governor, and have induced 
iucon'venient heats and suspicions. With the * merchants, unembarrassed' by 
the presence of the Mandarins, I was aware I stood in a far more favourable 
pdsition.’ ' They would take all imaginable care to shape their questions in 
such wise as would make the avoidance of disagreeable topics no difficult 
natter. , 

Upon the occasion of this last visit to me on the night of the 28th, the’ 
merchants entreated that I would give them something under my own hand to 
show to the Mandarins ; and 1 then caured the accompanying Memorandum to 
hie translated, whichT told them, they were at perfect liberty to baud to the 
officers. 

' They wished me also to sign a string of answers which they had drawn* 
up from my conversation, and from the paper just referred to; but this 1 refused 
to; do, not that there was any violation of the truth in what they had said, but I 
could not recognise their right to place me on examination on any subject 
whatever. If the Mandarins thought fit to come, 1 remarked, we would 
discourse at large upon any point of question they proposed ; but 1 never' 
could- consent to set my hand to questions put to me by persons in the situation 
of.tlie merchants. ' • 

‘When they found that this was my resolution, they left me, professing 
that they thought the Manr'arins ought to be satisfied with what I had said^ 
which I conclude they were, as I learnt that the whole deputation departed the 
next 'day (tlie 22th’ instant) to return to Canton, and report to the 
Governor. 

, ! T delivered' to the merchants my reply to his Excellency’s Edict. (See 
Iholosure No; 7.) 

It is proper to state to your Lordship, that I took occasion to tell the 
meichants in strong terms, for communication to the authorities, that I could 
not^ undertake, upon the part of His Majesty’s Government, the least share of 
responsibility, for the a<Qustment of any disputes or difficulties which might 
arise at Canton, pending my protracted absence from that place, in conformity 
vrith the Governor's desire. 

His -Excellencyv in his wisdom and sense of justice, would admit, that it 
was fit 1 should be placed in a situation to prevent and controul before I could ' 
bh called upon to manage and adjust. This was an argument very congenial to 
the mode of general reasoning in this country upon all points of responsibility ; 
and they as«ured me that it should be earnestly pressed upon the Gover* 
nor’s attention. 

; In this early stag6 of my correspoifdence with your Lordship’s department, 

I would presume to observe, that 1 am not prone to attach easy credit to what 
I;;lieBrin respect to the temper and the views of the high native authorities. 
Butupou this pccasion, I certainly have a belief in the general tumour, that my 
approaches have been acceptable to the Governor, both in point of manner. 

and matus^n- ; 

, The trtinsldtihn of my first note was executed with all the care that the 
Interpreters could give to it. And it i-< said by the Chinese to have drawn 
from' hie Excey^cy un^nivocal marks of satisfelstion. 
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1 have to express ny great obtl^tdiie to Messrs. Astell and Clarke, for the 
zealous and very judicious manner in which they assisted me in the delicate task 
I felt myself calli^ upon to impose on them ; and I am also indebted to Messrs. 
Jardind and Dent, for their prompt concurrence in that transaction. 

I have thus, my Lord, once more opened the communications with tliis 
Qorernment ; and 1 sincerely trust your Lordship will see no reason to disap- 
prove of my motives, or of the manner of iny proceeding. I have acted under 
a strong persuasion, that all hope of peacefully carrying the point of direct 
official intercourse w'as futile; that the actual condition of circumstances 
was hazardous ; that the Instructions in my hand do not. warrant the assump- 
tion, that 1 have any high political or representative character ; and, finally, 
that the course itself which I have pursued is neither derogatory to the 
national honour, nor at variance with sound principles of public propriety and 
utility. 

1 shall venture to trouble your Lordship by an early occasion, with a few 
ideas as to the mode by w'hich, in my opinion, it would be judicious to preface 
and accompany an attempt to carry the point of dircet official communication 
not only to the Governor, 'but from the Governor, whenever it shall 
appear that sufficiently urgent public grounds exist fur achieving such a 
concession. 

Your Lordship will hear with satisfaction, that the trade at Canton is 
proceeding in tranquillity. , 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Senior Superintendent. 


Inclosure 1 in No. Si). 


fSaptain Elliot to the Governor of Canton. 


Macao, December 14, 1836. 


THE Undersigned has the honour most respectfully to announce to his 
Excellency the Governor of the two IVo'inces, that be has this day received 
despatehes from the English Government, appointing him to the station of 
Chief English Authority in China. 

In the actual condition of circumstances, with no English authority at 
Canton, and with great numbers of English ships in the river, having on board 
manv hundreds of sea-faring persons, and others little acquainted witi» the laws 
and customs of this empire, the Undersigned believes his E.xceUency will be of 
opinion, that he should be permitted to repair to Canton, with as little delay as 
possible, for the purjmse of fulfilling the dut es confided to his management. 

The Undersigned has, therefore, the honour to rwjuest, that his Excellency 
will be pleased to issue orders to furnish him a passport to proceed to the 
Provincial City. 

In using* his most earnest efforts to maintain and promote the good 
understanding which has so long and so happdy subsisted between this ancient 
and great empire and his own distant country, the Undersigned can assure his 
Excellency, that he is only conforming to tlic strong instructions of^ his own 


Government. 

The Undersigned hopes he may permit himself to observe, in this place, 
that no task could be more agrceabloto his own disposition, than the'duty of 
diligently seconding these wise objects, by the sincergst personal desire to con- 
ciliate the good will of his Excellency. 

The Undersigned has once more to offer Jiis Excellency the sentiments of 
'his most profound respect, and will conclude with the expressidn of an ardent 
hope, that his Excellency’.s administration of these proviili;;^,inayi^ long and 


(Signed) 


CHARLES ELUOTi 

Seni^ Sdperinjl^denh 
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lDclo$ure.2 in No. 83« • 

• IT I, 

•s 

Captain Elliot to Hou/qua, Senior Hong Merchunt. 

• * 

December 15, 1836. 

ELLIOT, Director of Affairs of the English Nation, presents his com- 
pliments to Howqua, and requests him to present for him the accompanying 
address Jto his Excellency the Governor. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 85. 

Captain Elliot to Messrs. Astell, Clarke, Jardine, and Dent. 

Gentlemen, Macao, December 16, 1836 

I TAKE the liberty to confide to your care a communication to his 
Excellency the Governor of the two provinces ^of Kwaiigtung and Kwangse, 
under an envelope to the Senior Hong Merchant. 

The purpose of this address is to announce to his Excellency nry appoint- 
ment, by llis Majesty’s Govcrningnt, to the stixtion of Chief British Authority 
in China, and to request that a^passport may be furnished to me to repair to 
Canton 

1 would thank you, as soon as it may suit your convenience, to arrange a 
meeting with the Senior Hong Merchant, and, after stating in a general term 
the circumstance of my nomination, and the nature of this address, I will beg 
you to deliver it to him, with a re<iuest, that no time may be lost in placing itia 
his Excellency’s hands. It would, perhaps, be desirable to remark incidentally,, 
that I shall remain at Macao pending the expression of Ids Excellency’s 
pleasure. 

1 otter you no apology for the task I am imposing upon you, because I am 
persuaded it will afford you great satisfaction to lend me your best assistance on 
this and all other occasions involving the furtherance of the public service. 

Several considerations dispose me to ask, tliat this letter may be deemed 
confidential fur the present. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Senior Superintendent. 

P.S. I will beg you to do me the favour to signify to Howqua, that four 
gentlemen, belonging to this establishment, would accompany me to Canton. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 83. 

Messrs. Astell, Clarke, Jardine, and Dent, to Captain Elliot. 

Sir, Canton, December 23, 1836. 

WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your confidential 
communication of the 16th instant, inclosing an address to his Excellency 
the Governor of Kwangtung and Kwangse, rcciuesting us to deliver the 
same to the Senior Hong merchant for presentation. 

In conformity with your wishes, we forthwith requested the 
attendance of the Senior Hong mercliant, Howqua, and formally placed in 
his hands your communication. Hu inquired the nature of your appoint- 
ment, to which wc answered in brief and general terms; he then took his 
leave for the purpose of proceeding immediately into the city. 

In the course of that day, we received a visit from Howqua and 
Mowqua,' requesting information regarding one or two expressions in 
your address: we explained the matter os far as we were able, and in a 
manner apparently satisfactory to the merchants. 
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The 21at and 22nd instants any interview. ; • 

This iiiomiimp we hayi!!>;vf0f^i(^>!'^ to yoiir:.cointhQnk)atii}iw 
delivered te peiwn by Howqhm wK^h we 'have now the honour to trans* 
mittoyoQ. , 

In conchision, we beg to assure you. that we shall at all limes 
consider it our duty to use our btet exertions in the furtherance of the 
public service. 

We have, &c., 

(Signed) J. H. ASTELt. 

H. M. CLARKE. 

Agentp to the HonouroHo 
Ea»t India Companjt. 

W. JARDINE. 

LAUCT. DENT. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 86. 

The Governor of Contain to the Hong Merchants, 

December 22. 1836. 

TANG, Governor of Kwangtung and Kwangse, &c., hereby issues 
orders to investigate certain matters. 

1 received, on the 13th day of the 11th month in the 16th year of 
Taoukwang (l^th December), a petition forwarded from Macao by the 
English foreigner, Elliot, of the following tenor; 

, {The address of December 14, is here inserted^’\ 

On the receipt of the above, I made examination, and find that since 
the English nation has had commercial intercourse here, it has, hitherto, 
established a Company, and appointed a Chief, Second, Third, and Fourth 
Supracargoes to come to Canton, and manage the trade. The foreign 
ships of the Company successively reached Canton on the 7th and 8th 
months of every year; and their cargoes having been changed, left the 
port and returned home in the course of the 12th, month, and of the^ 
iVli. and 2nd months of the following year. Aftd^' the departure of all the 
Ibreign Company’s ships out of the 'port, the Chief Supracargo of the 
Company, and all the foreign merchants of the said nation, requested 
permits .to proceed to Macao and reside there. Then in the 7th and 8th 
months, when the merchant ships of the said nation again reached Canton, 
the Chief Supracargo and the others, requested permits to repair again to 
the provincial city, to transact the affairs of trade. This, the former mode 
of practice, continued for a long period to be the unvarying rule. 

Not long since, in consequence of the dissolution of the Company, 

■ and the non-arrival of the Chief Supracargo, owing to which a man was 
wanting to take the general direction of these afiat^, my predecessor in 
this Government addressed a memorial to the throne, and received the 
following Imperial Edict, that he should immediately command the Hong 
merchants to direct the private merchants to send home a letter, calling 
for the re-appointment of a Chief Supracargo, to repkir hith^'to super- 
intend the aff^rs of commerce, in order that the old ordinances might 
be complied with. Respect this! In respectful obedience heretb, my 
^^pi^ecessor issued directions, and also commanded that a barbarian 
MEy4 [or headman] should not be again sent, This is on record.' 

Now, the said foreigner, Elliot, having addressed to me the above- 
cited information, it is doubtless my duty to report .the same to the throne, 
for instructions how to act. But in the petition, I observe, that the said 
foreigner designates himself “an officer .fr<mi hfhr/’ wbich^appeam like 
’''/the designation of a foreign Eye, and is not at all thgt Of,f^*Cnief Supra- 
elvgo. This being wholly inconsistent with the iAo4e.;;i||^^wli^^ 
were heretofore conducted, and the following points no^^lvinj^^bekii at 
all dis^nctly stated by him, it becomes highly important to ip^ire^ 
fbtingf, whether, ip consequence of the dissolqtioil of thq^saio^o^jpl^yr 







feErf--? ^.^SS,K -tift*}. M' {X- 

vjf^c the 


«T<fcjfor*igwerax*f»l^li5'iltotife''iit’‘^r^ ilww^'WS.Wti'? "Whelli^r 

his object in coming to (/union is in truth merely to .oontroiil th^- several 
itncdiidtetcsfc iifiiitdlliifttfi iff'JliJ iSf'iiol}' rft* «d^^t(t''^rii®^<^ 'iponirthrcial 

h^ifaes»?f»a««Hlfaii^ly}'Wlwthwi8h»*liei^ajfches whiclf4i(>;silft^M tliut h© h'a^j 



ld^ben»tfaui\ot^lSer^ senior nuM'diunts, rcf|Liiring tlicm on receipt 

here^^#‘^n» i^c^oVV’E'lis'^t^ to take tlu'ir (leparliire ; amJ, in iiistc.nt 
obedioiiiifeSbSj^^j/- tc^mi *ocoe(i sfiecdily to Mucuo, that iii the suite oi’ my 
deputy,V1dMII i^f3^<fef-ji|ociil torritorinl olUcers :ibt)v<;-n:uneH, they may 
investigate tliosc particulars, viz. ; — What ollu-e tlie said foreigner, f'llioi, 
now holds from the w' ^h t tt* *Tff 9 pRrt y %e vvouUl come to 



King? Wht;t,!iMffih«.!^<tS'^ntitliil^'h»C’»im'Tir^ '^nd'-what^dsa^tSc num 
indi\iduals in his suite? On all these 


examination, no, emert purpose • nupcar, jLlien- let p;ff]or.s be 
yenjOlnerVoh'tlit^ sTii'rf (hixMgui'FtoSe.sidc^riir a time at Macao, 


er of 

m tus suite ;’ tJn <n.!l these jmints the real faets umsl be 
sp??^ily<pio4ft<,(iH«f<|wnJ to me, that I may e\amiue and decide accord ingl)'. 

If, on c ■ ■ 

ihififnVdia'fFlV 
and 
(irei 
pie; 

ManiimcV/iistomsj, calling on nmno grant a p.asf^^ 
to come op to (’anton. and ovor-tiee ma^teys. . ’'vS’^hyn he thus conies up,* 
hh must comply with tlie bid regulations, having a vesidence at Canton 
and another at 31acao, ayd, coming ainl going at the regular seasons. 
This is a law and ‘ordinanee of the 'Celestial Kiiipire. ' I'lic phra.seology 
and subject-mat]! or of the said rorelgner's address aj,-{‘ re\erential and 
submissmi. ‘ It seems’ ihirt lie understaiiils matters, and he uill, therefore, 
dbubtless be ini pi ieitly . obedient in all things. ’.During the residence of 
the said foreigner, tor thb„preseht, at Btacao. the local ofliceis .should .still' 
keep a diligent and faithful vvateh on him, day and night ; and t.1ie\ must 
not allow tile said foreigner to prissume to leave iMacao a single step, or 
to hold any communication or intercourse with people unconecrued. I’his 
is of the utmost importance. AVilh. trembling anxiety obey this, and 
oppose it not. A s])ccial ordeiV 

Taoukwang, Kitli year, I Ith month, 15th day (23nd December, 1836.) 


■ ' ’ Inclpsurc 6 in No. 85. , , 

Th& Hong Merahunts to Captain Elliot. 

Dcccwifter 23, 1836. 

A RESPECTFUL comraiinieation'. The other day we received the 
Petiti.QP whicli you sent for delivery to his Excellency the Governor. 
We imihediately presented it, and have now received a public reply, of 
which, as is our duty, we transmit a copy, hoping. Sir, that you will 
examine and act accordingly. This is our prayer. ' 

: signed bythirteen ’Hong merchants. 
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T in No. 85/ 

’ :, Co^in JSll^t to ij^JOoijernor ojT Canton. 

Macao, Becondier '^, 1836 . 

THE Undersigned has the honour respectfully to inform his Excel- 
lency the Governor, that be will continue to reside at Macao, pending the 
signification of His Imperial Majesty’s gracious pleasure, iliat he^ should 
bo received at Canton for the due performance of his duties. 

The perfect fitness of this coui*^, the Undersigned presumes to 
observe, is very apparent to him. In the mean time, it has been a source 
of great satisfaction to the Undersigned, to afford the honourable officers 
deputed by his Excellency, all the explanation required as to the nature 
of his duties, and the other points adverted to in his Excellency’s 
Edict. * ^ 

.. • The Undersigned avails himself of this occasion to offer his'^xcel- 
lewOy the renewed expressions of his highest respect. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 
Senior Superintendent. 


Inclosure 8 in No. 85. 

Captain Elliot to the Hong Merchants. 

Macao, December 28, 1836. 

IN the conversation I had with the Hong merchants this morning, I 
took occasion to explain to them very fully all points connected with my 
arrival, and the nature of my public occupations since I , have resided 
here. 

If my name has been improperly reported, it must be owing to some 
mistake of the pilols. » 

My Commission of authority is signed by my Gracious Sovereign^ 
but my despatches lately received, as to the performance of my duties, are 
signed by His Majesty’s Minister. 

My duty at Canton will be, to conduct the public business of my 
nation,' and by all possible means to preseiwc the peace which so happily 
subsists between the two countries. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 
Senior Superintendent. 


No. 86, 

. daptain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received May 1, 1837.) 

My Lord, Macao, DechdierZlfl^B, 

I HAVE'^the honour to acknowledge 3'^oiar Lordship’s daspafoh xff Abie 
28th May, to the address of Sir George Robinson. *\5y ' ^ 

In conformity with those Instructions, the accompanyir^ Ntffice/nn^idus 
I day been issued; and it is necessary that 1 should explain to ydur LordMi^the 
' reasons which induced me to take the liberty of inserting t^J(^ii|<pan|^ph in 
this, Instrument, . ' v-': ■ ‘ 

The ^spatches of my predecessor will have announcedithat the udvemor 
of Macao has always refused to reply to our public coinn^p^ations; ,uj^n thC'^ 
ground that he has never been instructed by his own 

■ •nMn any official station here. • ‘ /'Ki' 

If, therefore; this Notice, dated at Macao, 
dous understanding with his Excellency,;! felt 


.^^wd’&Om^hiin ^me s(^hg public; of 



7any%^iiW' 0^ ant^rity , ui^pr at . apao. i'he Very con- 

sidjBral)le pu^c incdiiv^enee attended such a 

coarse upon his: fcicoeUericy’s part, iJe,ed^p(niy be ihbfttioDi 45 ^'be appreciated. 

It is not my province to judge whether the arguhtlp^ upon x^liich his 
l^cellency has jfouhded his refusal to communicate dffi|^a®y with us, are 
, perfectly sound. But I certainly did feel it was my duty’ fo take all possible 

g ains to carry your Xordship’s highly necessary instructions upon the subject 
efore me into efficacious, as well as immediate operation; and it was easy to 
•set asidothe first difficulty which would have arisen, if 1 had addressed him in 
writing, by the adoption of the course of personal communication. , * 

In thd commencement of our conference, his Excellency was still disposed 
to insist that the absence of instructions from his Government would make 
• it incumbent upon him in a public manner, to deny our right to exercise public 
functions in Instruments dated at Macao. I explained to him, that the sole 
object- of the present extension of our powers, was to give to our acts dated 
from place, the same authority w'hich they hitherto had, being dated within 
the l^ifs of the Port of Canton; and in order to satisfy him that there was no 
wish upon our parts to exercise any independent authority in Macao itself, br'in 
the anchorages subject to it, which might interfere with Ihc just rights of Her 
Most Faithful Majesty, I proposed to insert the last paragraph. 

After some time, I had the satisfaction to convince his Excellency that this 
was sufficient, and he then gave me his assurance that he would in no way 
interpose to disturb the state of things which the Notice announced. 

Although I felt it expedient for the reasons I have now given, to make a 
declaration, that no acts done by u$ at Macao, are to be taken to he in prejudice 
of the just rights, authority, and sovereignty of Her Most Faithful Majesty, t 
■can by means undertake to define to your Lordship the nature or the extent of 
those rights, or of that authority. 

It were certainly to be wished that the first were better understood by thb 
foreign slrangei's in the settlement, and as respects the Chinese, that the last 
were more consistently asserted, and more effectually supported, 

1 have, &c., 

(Signed) ClIAilLES ELLIOT. 


• Inclosure in No. 86. 

PUBLIC NOTICE. 

PURSUANT to instructions from the Right Honourable the Secretary of 
State'for Foreign Affairs, dated in London, on the twenty-eighth day of May, 
in the year of our Lord, One tl^usand eight hundred and thirty-six, Public 
. Notice is . hereby given, that from the date of this notiffcation, the powers of 
■'the Superintendents of the Trade of British subjects in China, over British 
subjects and ships, are extended so as to include Lintin and Macao. 

, And the authority of the Superintendents over British subjects and ships, 
is to be considered to extend , to Macao, and to be of equal force and vabdity, 
being exercised' within these extended limits, as it has hitherto been within the 
limits of the Port of Canton. 

All, this, without prejudice to the just rights, authorities, and sovereignty 
■df the Govertenent of Her Most Faithful Majesty the Queeu^of Portugal, at 
Macdb find the anchorages thereto subject. 

■" V M;!': Given tinder our hands and Seal of Office, at Macao, in China, this thirty*. 
; first day of December, in the year of our Lord, One thousand eight 
T^^undredind thirty-six; • 

“ (Li S.) (Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

R. A. JOHNSTON, 
Supeiiniendentu of the Trade cf 
Brituh subjecti in 


Captadn Elliol to Viscmt^palrntratoh. — {Received June 1, 1837.) 


(Extract;) ..;t Jfflcao, JawMflry 12, .1837. 

, IN respect t<) the Chinese character “Pin," upon tlic address of the 
communications to the Governor from persons in my station, I take thie 
liberty to forward to your Lordsliip the accompanying Memorandum bjr ■ 
Mr. Morrison, the Interpreter to this Commission. , .V , . 

It will be observed, that it is the identical, character used by officers 
of the Chinese Government in their reports to supci’ior officers. And 
having regard to the radical character under whiclr it is cla$\sed, (8hee, to 
admonish, enjoin, or produce,) perhaps it may bo rather thought to . mean 
the respectful exhibition of information, than a distinct signification of 
the ideas, involved in our word “ Petition.” , 


Inclosure in Nq. 87. 

Memorandum hy Mr: Morrison. 

< Macao, January 13, 1837.- 

IN reference to your inquiry respecting the style in which the 
subordinate officers of the Chinese Government address the chief jirovin- 
cial authorities, and the signification of the terms by which their mutual 
addresses are distinguished, I hasten briefly to reply. 

All officers holding subordinate jurisdiction, who arc below the third 
rank, (of whom tlie jiighcst may be regarded a.s corresponding in station to 
the prefects and sub-prefects of ilepartments in France,) when addressing 
the chief authorities of the province, make use of the word “ Pin," and 
they receive from the same authorities, documeitts denominated “ Yu." 
The signification of these words I subjoin, as extracted from the Chinese 
Dictionary of Dr. Morrison {Part IT. Vol. 1: page 671]. 

“ ‘ Pin.' commonly used to denote a clear statement of any affair 
made to a superior. Pin, is to state to a superior, whether verbally, or by 
■writing, wlu'iihcr petitioning something, or to gw c information of; whether 
from the people to an officer of, Government, or from an inferior officer to 
a, superior several degrees higher. ^ * * Commands are called ‘ Yu,' 

which word is used by superiors in the Government to express their 
orders, given to inferiors, or to the people.” 

These are the words which have always beey used by foreigners in 
their correspondence with the Government ; and “ Pin" is the word 
which the Governor, in 1834, required Lord Napier to make ufec of. ^ 

As the ranks of officers approach more closely together, several other; 
terms are used, marking either equality or minute grades of difierence. 
My notes in regard to these are at Canton,' and consequently I am unable' ' 
at present to refer to them. • ■ 

*'■ ' J, Robt. Morrison,' 

CkinOse Secretary and Interpret^. 





Ko.' fift* 

^'isioutiT Palmei stbii'io Captain PliiioH ^ 

^^xtraftt.) * • ‘ \ r Fordg'i OJtce, June 12, 1P37. 

I HAVE receivefl your dco])atch of December 30, 1830, detailing; the 
particulars of a comitmnifcatioti into wbicli you had ihouyht proper fo cuter 
with the authorities of the Chinese Government at Caoioij, tlmoiigli the Iloug 
merphanta ; and 1 liave also received your despatch of January 12, 1837^ 
in which you state the course which, you intended to pursue until the au’ival of 
'iiirther iiistitictions from this Department. 

I have now to desire 'that, "upon the receipt of this despatch, jou will 
forthwith infoim the Hong mcrehants and the Vi^'croj that His iSlajesty’s Go- 
vernment cannot permit that you, an officer of Ilis Majesty, should hold 
communication! with an officer of the Emj»eror of China, through the 
intervention of private and irrespou'^iblc individuals You will, theicfore, 
request that any communications which the (lovcnior may have to make 
to yon in fiitmc, may be sent to you direct; and that the Governor 
will consent to icceive dtrectly fiom you any communications on public 
affairs which the iiitei’osts of the two Governments may icquirc yon to make 
to him. You wdl also explain,, that if in future your written eonmiuni- 
cations should not he endorsed jvith the character w'hu'li is usually adopted by 
suboi'dinate officers in ('hina, when addressing rcpicsentatioiis to superior Chinese 
Authoiities, this altmalion will not arise fioin any want of respect on your part 
towards the Govcinor, hut will simply be the result of the estalihshed usages of 
England, which do not admit that an officer commissioned by the King of 
Englaiul should so addicss an officer coniniissioncd by any otlier Sovcicign. 


No 89 

Captain Elliot to Fiscovnt Palmerston . — {Rcceiveit July 17,18.37.) 

My l 4 orf|, • Macao. January 27, 1337_ 

THE Ixiclasure No. 1, which 1 h^vo now Ihc honour to transmit, isf,att 
Edict from his EvcoUoncy the Governor of the Two Proviuees, sent to Boe 
to-du.y, in acknowledgment of my note of Det-ember 28, 1836, already 
forwarded to your Lordship, — Iwclosure No. 7 of my despatch of Deceinbcar 
30, 1.836. 

I have at the same time been fortunate enough to procure, through a 
privato native ehunnel, a copy of his I^xccllencj^ memorial to the 
Emperor, upon tliia subject. 

It is in every i*especi, my Lord, a rcniavkable paper. 

ilis Kjfeellcncy plainly si^^nifies that lie is sensible the formal admi.s- 
sion of aft officer is a novel principle, bnt he nevertheless urges its a<lop- 
tion, upon the grouutl that it needful to waive something in point of 
form and ancient custom, for the sake of preserving a state of (jcaceful 
order at (JcUiton. 

. The alhi^ion to what has.been collected at Macao by the deputatiou, 
in rdkppct to my general dispositions, is a significant proof that both the 
court and the provincial authpritics, have far less indifiereni feelings to 
the great conweftieuee of >mamtaiuing a good understanding wdth Ilis 
Majesty’s Government than it is ordinarily their vain-glorious assumption 
to in those public papers ‘which are intended for the eyes of 

foreigderd. . ' ' , 

Thn Governor WiQ|tild haydly have adverted to such a point in a rei>ort 
to .unless it, hnd been felt that it was a consideration 

feayfi yveight with His Imperial Majesty. 4 ^., 

',^‘j|?EiM™|)g^^Loroahip may assure yourself that the Imperial plea- 
a passpi^ will soon be. announced. * And whj^n 

such a snncUon, 1 have a str^ghopp 



. IJCA. 

y.V.. " 

that by steadily taking advants^e bfvfavparable opportunities, I shall find, 
no insuperable diniyulty in, carry'ifig'-the point of direct Pfficial intercourse, . 
without the intci^ehtibn blf the" Jtlbjig paerohants. 

In thp trani^mission of biui^papei^ to the Governor, the Hong mer-J 
chants indeed,* are already merely;, messengers, for- they unquestionably 
convey the papers to his Excellency’s hands, sealed up. But in the pas- 
sage of papers from the Governor to us, in a sealed shape, or at least 
througli a respectable officer of the Government,, there remains a substan*. , 
tial point to be gained. ' 

\our Lordshijj may rely upon my best efforts to obtain this con**' 
cession ; and I hope 1 shall bo excused; for repeating in this place, that 
the actual turn oi circumstances appears to render it easier of accom-' 
plishnierit than it has ever yet been. ’ 

This and all other advantages susceptible of quiet acquisition, seem 
to me to be leas likely of accomplishment by direct applications for relax- 
ation, than by placing ourseh'cs unobtrusively in a situation which .shall 
.induce approaches from the Chinese authorities. The moment ihiay be 
at h^d when it will be in iny power to signify to his Excellency the 
Governor, at a great advantage, and in the most deferential terms, that I 
should be glad to interpose in any particular task he may desire to put 
upon me, but that it is a business of great moment, anti that 1 t^ould not 
venture to do so except his Excellency’s nleasure were either adtlressed 
directly to me in a sealed shape, or througmsome responsible officer of the 
Government. 

The unsuspicitxjs form and conciliatory terms in which 1 have 
approached the Governor, will, 1 am strongly disposed to thijik, soon draw 
his Excellency towards me. 

There are many causes at work which must form the subject of early 
despatches to your Lordship that may lead to that state of circumstances. 

I huve &c 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 




Incdosu^iVe'' 1 in" No. 89. 

MU’" . 

Oovemor of Canton to the Hong Merchants. 

y- January 24, 183t. 

Governor of the provinces Kwangtung and Kwangse, &c., &c., 
this order to the Hong merchants, requiring their accurate ao- 

l'^’q*Jc7otdgncr*Fffiro^^ English director of affairs, has presented an 

addr^s^ as^^Uows.^^^^ Elliot’s address of December 28, promising to 

remam^*^ (.ojj^jng^before me, I have looked at the»subject, and find, that 
this foreigner having before presented an address to me, I imm^Uatelr 
sent a deputy, and commanded him and the military and cmi officers of- 
the district, and the Hong merchants, to examine him faithfully and report, 
tome. They have now examined and reported; and I the Governor, 
have accordinsfly announced the facts to His Majesty. When t o 

information that it is the gracious pleasure of the Great Empproy ^#9^ 
his admission, I will then forward a communication to the|^pcrinteX^nt 
Off Maritime Customs, that he may grant a passport for. fti^' to'^q|^ tp 

Canton, to take, the, direction of affairs ■ 

J forthwith make this known to you. On this ot^er f^achiilg th© 
senior' merchants, let them transmit directions to the said.lKi^Bgnnr -tO ' 

accordingly. Oppose not. A special edict. _ ^ 1 
16th’ year of Taoukwang, 12th month, I7th **“ 

, Translated .from the Chine^ ,;: 

.^igned) , d., 




m 

.. In No; 

MaHrax^t &jf a MenMcd ftom the Governor of Qtm^ to the Emperor, 

• ^ ae king permission toaUow Captam Elliot to reside -ixt !Canton. 

' "'l ■ ' 

SINCE it wa^ ^rst permitted to the various nations of foreigners, 
.ivithout the, Empire’s palp, to have commercial intercourse with Canton, 
the English trade has always been the largest.. Heretofore ithe direction 
of that nation’s trade was in the hands, of a Company, by which, Chief,- 
Second, Third, and Fourth Supi^argoes were appointed to reside in 
Canton. All the Company’s, foreign vessels successively rcachwl China 
during the 7th and 8th months of cvei'y year; ami liaving exchanged 
their commodities, left the port during the course of the 12th month, and 
of the 1st and 2ud months of the following year. Having all left, the 
Supracaigocs ibrthwith requestetl passports to proceed to Macao, and 
resided' there lintil the return of their foreign vessels in the 7th and 8th 
months, when they again re<|uestod passports to come lo Canton to tran^ct 
their nffairs . This is the way in which foVmerly, and for a long time 
post, these alfairs were regulated. 

At a later period, the Company having been dissolved, no Chief 
Snpracargo wras sent ; and »>iother jH*rson was directed to take the 
coutrovd'of allairs*. Yoiir Majesty’s Minister, Loo, then the Governor, 
having represented this, received your Majesty's commands, “immediately 
to direct tlic Hong merchants, to desire the said private merchants to 
send a letter home to their country, calling foi- the renewed appointment 
of a Chief Snpracargo wJio should come to Canton to direct commercial 
affairs, and thus should conform to the old enactments; Res|ject this,” 
I.n respectful obedience hereto, directions were* given, as is on record. 

Now in the 11th month of the present year, I, your Majesty’s 
Mimster, have received from an English foreigner, Elliot, an addn'ss 
fonvarfled from Macao, to this effect ; — “ 1 have received despatches from 
my Government, specially appointing me to conic to Canton, for the 
general controul of the 'merenants and seamen of my nation. Cndev 
present circuaistances, there’ being very many shijis in the port, and the 
merchants and seamen Canton and Whampoa being very numeroos, 
and many of thorn little acquainted witli the laws of the t’elestial Empire, 
I am apprehensive lest any difficulties should arise; and 1 intreat, 
therefore, permission, to proceetl to Canton for the direction of affairs.” 

Observing that this foreigner, in his address, calls himself an officer, 
which appears to be the designation of a boi'barian head-man, and not at 
all of a chief Supracargpn ; and that he does not plainly state in his address, 
what rank Ihe now hol^ from his own nation ; whether the purpose of his 
cenning-.is j^imply to apply himself to the controul of the merchants and 
seamen, or:'.yidiether he is also to transact conjmcrcial business, and 
whether he has credenjiials from his Government or not, I immediately 
sent a deputy.^ Macaq, whom I directed to proceed thither with speed, 
to take Mfith Hong merchants ; ami, in conjunction with the local, 
civil, and milhsary, officers, to ascertain fully the truth on all these points. 
This having; , been done, the deputy arid the others reported to me in 
the foUowirig;t|fgms :*--‘* In obedience to the orders we received, we took 
withjus the :^qng merchants,. and questioned the foreigner, Elliot, on each 
|ldiDt;.distiri^y, . that he, Elliot, was an English 

offii^i(;.^of the.4'y^turth,; jgra4ri;. tl^t the autumn of the 14th year of 
Tadukwang, he caine to China in a crui'^er, as was at the time reported by. 
the.|>Uots; tba^he had remained two years in Macao, his business lieing 
;to ipj^.' the pa|:^rs qjf jSf^gUsK mercjiiant vessels ; that now, the Company, 
liotij^ri^mg been, re^is^bUshed, and there being no Chief Snpracargo, he 

through a letter fr<w a great Minister 
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of the first ‘rank* infortning him ^ that he is appointed to (jontroul , the ... 
nierchanta and seamen, '---not .t,o cohtrojjl commerce ; that lie has creden- 
‘iials. commanding him to hold tf{6 nii*ection of affairs at Canton ; and 
that in dasc of any disturbances, he alone is answerable. Wc also learned 
that th«rfoi:'eitgner,'Klli6t;->hai^^jrou^t with'iifM 'ti''\vife ahd'a and a 

rctinvic of four persons,, On inquiry, wo found that the foreign barbariangf 
at 'Macao, and the fdrc%n merchants of his nation, all represented ’t^iliot' 
a A'Ci'y quiet and pea<;cable man, -and' as Imvtul; mO witoribr ‘bl^ol't to , . 
eifeet.” ■ „!,> ; '.i '■‘■f ■ ■f'-n)’- 

. This report having coitie before rac^;-lfi'nd thiat sii\c.;b"tho.dissolt}tic»n'o#' 
the Knglish Company, a Chief Snpraeargo has not come hither ; that' of' 
late, the ships' papers of Joreign iwarcharits 'return ingi homef. have heen 
signed by tins , foreigner, who has -resided at Mhenol for' tlieqvar^osb.Wd is ' 
represented to have quietly attt''nde<l tod)is ;duty .; ‘and'tlrat at this :^riOsent- 
time, ships are coiista'ntlymnd nninterrixptcdly arriving, and the merchants"' 
andi*«bamcn are imleed very numerous. It.iwould ;la* we!l,-promiirt-iy to- 
relax: the uiiimportanti rostra in Is in order to |)re:mr\ti peace and', quiot.-' 
Now this Ibroigner having roeoived credentials from Jiis oonntry, appoint^- 
inghim to titc gcixeiatcontronl of mtrehants and seamoti ;, though he ifi not 
jircclselv the same as the Chief biipracargo hitherto'appoiutud,' yet fhc'difi-'' 
ferencejs but in naine.^for in ivalityi iio'is tiieisame; , And, after all, he is 
a .foreigner to hold the reins. of foreigners and if ;not' allowed to interfere 
in aught else, it would seem that an alteration may be admitted; and Ihat-- 
he may .lie. ptirmitted. tOiCOme to Canton sajid direct ’fdlairs, abeording to 
the same regulations under which 'thc.Chicf SupVacargoos htlve hitherto 
acted. I have, for,. the; presen trCommaiuU**! the.: said foreigner to 'n.'main 
temporarily at . Macao, waiting- until 1 ahall have anacuiiiced lhefact.s to 
your Majesty. . If yoUr .Majostys^ giaoious assent be vouchsafed, I will 
then w:rito to thc.Sjiuperintendent of; Marilimc. Customs tognint a passport ' 
for his admission to Canton.,: Thereafter,i.he sluill be- rcquiretl to change 
his residence froru Canton tx) Macax> and. back, again, according to the 
season, just its under the former regulations ; and he shall not be allowed, 
to overpass the time* and. linger, .about at, the xjiipitnl, so .as gradually to 
cffcjct a settlement hej^c. 1 will besides .command the local, civil, and mili- 
tary officers, and the 1 long merchants, from time to time, truly to watcii - 
and examine his conduct*, an.d' if .he exceeds his duty, and a'Cts foolishly,' 
or.form.s connexions with traitor, ous.Chinosebwitb a. view to twist the'laws- 
to serve private Interests, he shall, be omnaediatcly -driven forth, sand sent' 
back to bis country. Tbius will the source ofany iltegaUties be clbsed up. 

It i,s my. d,uiy -to .lay ..this .before yovir-Maiestyv-tbat thC eorrfeptness<or ■ 
incorrectness of mv views may be determined ; and for this purpose I sUb- ' 

S in. to my raomortgl, r these .remarks, ‘ Prostrater'inipleicing .-ypur: Baxd'ed 
ajesty to grant me.instructions> j - ‘ <'■« ■ ’ h.-.- . 

A respectful memorial. 

,, , ' ^.{.Withpuh.tiate.] I!-..';:', ... ^ ... , ....... 

Translated from tho*Ghmeae. 

<§igncdX vt:iJe‘B-OriT.;'MOBK!SOl»>i 
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No. 90. 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received July 17, 1837.) 

My Lord, Macao^ February 2, 1837. 

I HAVE now the lionoiir to transmit to your Lordship as remarkable a 
series of papers as has ever yet emanated from the Government of this countrj'- 
in respect to the foreign trade. They are arranged in the order in which they 
came into our hands. 

Vague reports had reached the factories several months before the Memo- 
rial of Heu-Nactse, No, I, fell into our possession, to the effect that the Court 
was seriously contemplating the legalization of the opium trade. Little credit, 
however, was attached to these rumours. But I confess I was one amongst the 
very few persons who thought they were well founded ; and notwithstanding all 
the actual degree of rigorous prohibition, I am still of opinion that the Ifegal 
admission of the opium may be looked for. 

The first paper f. ever saw which led me to reason that such a measure 
had been entertained at Peking, is a striking Memorial from the late Governor 
and Lieutenant-Governor of these Provinces to the Emperor. It is witliout ' 
date, hut it came into the po3>\pssiou of the foreigners so remotely as the 
year 1832. 

In this document there is a forecast of the scheme of legalization ; and it 
is difficult to believe that tlie high otficers of such a Government as this, would 
have ventured to shadow it forth, even in far more obscure terms than these, if 
they had not been sensible that there was already a powerful party in favour of 
the measure. This hint drew down upon their Excellencies, indeed, the formal* 
censure of His Imperial Majesty, but still the idea will present itself that the 
policy must have had its influential advocates, even at that distant date. •* Vr'^e, 
your Ministers,” say the memorialists, “ after humble consideration, are of 
opinion that opium having become prevalent in the country, vagabonds who 
smoke it to the injury of their lives and of their constitutions, do so entirely 
from their own stupidity, and refusal to be aroused, and are therefore unworthy 
of regret. But the loss ofi wealth, and waste of treasure, arc exceedingly great, 
and the evil suffered is not indeed light. If at this time it were suffered to be 
brought in and publicly used, with legal permission, as a medicine, this would 
prevent the foreigners from raising the price to an enormous height. Thus also 
might a silent impediment” (probably the encouragement of native growth may 
be here implied,) " l>e. placed in the way of their avai'icious plans and large 
profits.” 

At this point, the memorialists inquire with an abruptness which might 
induce some impression that it was their purpose to recommend increased 
vigour in the prohibition system, 

“Still, then, would ^not this be a sudden acquiescence’ in, and give 
unlimited license to, the evil?” 

But this reflection, on the contrary, is the preface to a strong and faithful 
picttxrc of the mischief'. and the hopelessness of all proceedings of that kind, 
'fhe forts might be strengthened, additional forces stationed at the passes ; the 
traffic, they observe, would but remove to other places ; and what would be the 
effect of khe renewed vigilance of the Government ? Only “ to open a way to 
piratical banditti to assume the appearance of Government runners, in order to 
stop and clandestinely search boats. In Canton Province of late years,” con- 
tinue the memorialists, “ the plunderers of trading boats on the coiists and 
rivers, and the plunderers of travelling merchants on land, who have, under the 
pretence of searclung for dpium, wantonly troubled others, and involved them 
in the prevalent illegality, arc more than can be told. And the quantities of 
opium dirt wiiich civil and military officers have at various times been sent to 
burn add' destroy are incalculable. Yet, after all, Wc do not know in 
respect the has been repressed.” 

But;^ my £pr4« vast as the mischief of tliis system must have grown to be, 
a. eastern of tobst extensive jaw-brbaking, carried on under the sanc^oa <xf the 
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Emperor, and with the active connivance of the high officers of these Pro- ' 
vinccs, yet in my opinion, it is not to -motives arising fronv such grounds of con*-'" ' 
sidcration, that the conteraplaled change most be ascribed. ■ There is little ■■ 
reason to conclude that the recommendation of such a policy as this .would ever 
have bebn allowed to be published, still less that the policy itself Would be' .■ 
W'orked out, if there were no more urgent incentives to its adoption thau are in ; 
be found in the awakening spirit of j)ublic edrtue upon the part of the Chinese 
Government. . " 

The opium trade only commenced, or .subsisted, as its present state of stag, 
.nation iudisjmtably ])roves, by reason of the hearty concurrence of the chief 
authorities of these provinces, and, indeed, also of the Court. No portion of 
the trade to this country more regularly paid its entrance than this of the ' 
opium. "I'lie least attempt to evade the fees of the Mandarins was almost 
certain of detection and severe punishment, and a large share of these emolu* 
ments reached not merely the higher dignitaries of the Empire, but, m all 
probability, in no very indirect manner, the Imperial hand itself. 

The origin of the legalization scheme is to be ascribed, 1 believe, mainly, if 
not entirely, to the following causes. 

Istly. To the intense j>oliCical disquietude of the Court at the extension of 
the trade on the north-east coasts. 

2nd1y. To the increasing alarm whicli is felt at what is considered to be the 
jirecovcrable disappearance of the real wealth ^>f the country, that is to say, the 
silver, in exchange for the opium. , 

The rirst cause has pos.sihly operated with additional hirce, since the events 
of lfi34, at Canton; and the visits of the Missionaries to the coast. s, in 
and 1K16, with tracts in the Chinese language, have also unquestionably 
attracted the anxious attention of the Court. Their appearance has naturally 
been connected with that of the opiurn-shi[)S, although L believe, in mo.«t 
•instances, unfoundedly. More than one Imperial Edict lias been promul- 
gated upon the subject of these tracts : not that there is any rejison to 
believe the religious writings are of themselves very hostilely considered, but it 
is, no doubt, apprehended that they who bring tracts of one description may 
very well bring those of another, and more dangerous. It will be no source 
of surprise to your*Lordship that the Chinese (3<Aernment should be wholly 
unequal to tlie conception of the motives which influence these pious men, 
and that their visits to the coasts should be ascribed* to purposes calculated to 
excite cxtieiricly dis(iuieting suspicions. The papers now transmitted furnish 
evidence-of a strong difference of sentiment at Peking, upon the subject of the 
admi.ssion of the opium ; and it must be conceded that such a circumstance 
leads to a higher opinion of the integrity of exalted Chinese, functionaries than 
is commonly entertained. One or other of these Ministers must, .in all 
probability, be reporting in a sense which he knows is contrary to that of the 
Emperor. 

Considering, however, the probable moral condition of such a court as 
this, and having regard to the force of those impressions by whi(;h it seems to 
be actuate<l on this occasion, I cannot but think, your Lordship will be of 
opinion that the counsels of they who advocate the more immediately politic 
expedient, will prevail over adverse reasoning, founded upon high principles', 
and remote mischief. 

Indeed, the Emperor’s Edict, (No. 7,) appears to me, more particularly 
when it be considered in connexion with the actual proceedings of the • 
Provincial Government, to afford conclusive proof that the measure Js deter* 
mined upon. What remained to be done was to preface the promulgatipn of 
the .Edict by such a course of severity and earnest restriction as might convince 
both foreigners and natives that the obstruction of the outside trade was a 
possible state of circumstances. 

If this course had not been steadily pursued fof some considerable period * 
of time, and successively pursued, the Chinese Government must have 
perceived that the legalization project would have been wholly inoperative. So 
long as the native dealers would not be afraid to come, (o the 8hi|>8 ouliside ' 
with their ready money, and receive the opium there» the foreign merchants 
would never have brought in, and delivered it to the merchants of the Cd-hpng 
(consisting for the most part, of bankrupt nien),. to he taken on ai# 
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realized principally by the ^tedious and unfavourable procesa of barter, for the 
^port staples of tea and silk. 

This timid and cautious Government is not prone needlessly to^ try hazardous 
experiments upon the patience of its own jicopJe or on that of eager foreigners. 
And it\s the very reality of all the actual degree of rigorous prohibition which 
most convinces me of the certainty of the coming change. There is enough of 
proof that these severities are persisted in under feelings of extreme solicitude, 
and only because the Government is sensible that they arc of indispensable 
necessity to the successful transition to a safer state of things. If the change 
were not deliberately resolved upon, and possibly ready for promulgation at any 
moment of difficulty which may present itself, it certainly is njy own opinion 
that the restrictions would long since have relapsed into the mere wordy 
denunciations of the passed times. 

I ought not to omit to mention to your Lordship, however, that it is 
confidently rumoured, the Governor has sought perrnissiojj from the Court to 
give the trial of a year to the effect of the present system of obstruction ; but we 
hear, at the same time, this his Excellency is in some liope of being removed 
from the Government of these provinces. The last report, in ray mind, rather 
strengthens the probability of the other. 

It is conceivable that the (iovernor cannot desire to be the principal 
respomsible agent in the safe working out of a great change of this description ; 
and it certainly may he possible that Ijis representations and requests for the 
delay of a year, w'ould dispose the party at Peking, advcr.se to the legalization, 
to make anotlicr earnest effort to defer the measure. J3ut I cannot think that 
such a proposition would find favour with the Einperor, because it is plain that 
the present course is not su.sceptible of safe protraction. 

In a few weeks, the produce of the first opium sales of the year in Bengal 
must arrive here, and then, if the restrictions continue, this trade will, in all 
probability, immediately assume a difterent character. From a traffic prohibited 
in point of form, but essentially countenanced, and carried on entirely by natives 
in native bouts, it will co«nc to be a complete smuggling trade. The opium 
will be conveyed to parts of the coast previously concerted in Canton, in British 
boats, and thence be run by the natives ; thus throwing our people into imme- 
diate contact with the inhabitants on shore, and certainly, in other respects, vastly 
enhancing the chances of serious disjmtes and collision with the Government 
officers. 

It seerns to be probable that this state of thing.s would either hasten forward 
the legalization edict, or in the event of any check to our boats, defer it to some 
indefinite period, and in other ways very inconveniently alter the whole position 
of circumstances in this country. 

Without troubling your Lordship, however, for the present with any further 
speculations as to the turn that events may lake, it is now my duly to state, 
that at this moment, and for tl)e last two months, tlie Local Government has 
been pursuing a system of severe restiiclion with respect to this branch of the 
trade, which has been successfyl to a great extent. 

Indeed, I am sorry to inform your Lordship, that at the actual conjuncture, 
our whole commerce is passing through a trial of rather a distressing nature. 

The abolition of the Company’s monopoly has been attended, as was to be 
expected, with some considerable degree of overtrading. The increased imports 
of British manufactures have been heavy, and the rctuiais in this market have 
hitherto beenjcarried up and sustained greatly beyond their former limits by the 
eagerness of new competitors, in spite of large slocks and reduced prices in 
England. . The locking up of the silver, too, which has accompanied the inter- 
ru])tion of the opium deliveries, (for that drug may be described to be the only 
money-turning wheel pf the trade, the rest being principally accotnplished by 
barter,) has considerabl y aggravated the embarrassment of the merchants, by 
crippling their means of forbiug down the high rates of the export staples. 

In the course of a few days, 1 shall have the honour to transmit to your 
Lordship, copi^ pf letters I propose to address to the Eight Honourable the 
Governor-GiMi^c^^ the Honourable the Rear-Admiral commanding in chief, 
on this subject 

‘.l^is^ts li^el^thatthe visi^ drm’en-of^war at tliis crisis, for short period,, 
and ^^brief interv^ji, would lut^\the effect either of relaxing the restrictive 
8pirityi^>|I^ hastening onwards the legkpa^n 



lacasiire, and thus, by t^e onc^ipods or thf other, of releasing. the trade frona% 
actual condition of stagnation. ; 

Your Lordship, 1 hope^ \irdl cpnsidcif I am justified in respectfully ipcrving 
these authorities to do what can be done (safely, and without, inconveniently 
confmitting His Majesty’s Government,) towards the relief of the most iinnortant 
branch, of this trade ; with the langour of which the whole British commerce to 
the empire necessarily sympathizes in a very serious degree. 

The imports of opium last year, on the account of our.merchants, amounted 
to nearly 18,000,000 of dollars, being about 1,000,000 in excess of the whole 
value of teas and silk exported during the same jieriod on British account. 

Your Lordship will judge how unfortimately the, interruption of this traffic 
must operate on the general commerce. Trusting that the importance of this 
subject will be my excuse for this long despatch, . 

, I have, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 
Chief Svperinteudent. 
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Memorial from Jlfu-Naelsc to (he Emperor, proposing to legalise the import alion 


of Opium. 


PrMmble. IIEU-NAETSE, Vicc'EresicIont of the Sacrifieiul Court, presents iJic 

* following memorial in regard to opium, to show that the more .severe the 
interdicts against it are made, the more widely do tlie evils arising I herefrom 
spread ; ami that it is right urgently to request, that a cliangi! be made in the 
arrimiicuients rcspoeling it: to which end he earnestly en rcats His Sacred 
Majesty to cast a gluiiee hereon, and to issue secret orders for a faithful 
iu\ cstigatiou of the subject. 

ttualitie-s and effects I would humbly represent tliat opium \\a.s originally ranked among 
of opium. mc.licines ; its qbali tics arc stiinniant; it also checks exce.ssive secretions ; and 

prevents the evil cfleets of noxious vapours. In the Materia Medica of Lc 
’ Shechin, of the Ming dynast}', it is called Afooymig. When any one is long 

habituated to inbaling it, it becomes neeessai y to resort to it at regular intervals, 
and the habit of using it, being inveterate, is destructive of time, injurious to 
property, and yet dear to one even as life. Of those who use it to great excess, 
the breath becomes feeble, the body wasted, the face sallow, the teeth black: 
the individuals themselves clearly sec the evil efl'ects of it, yet cannot refrain 
from it. It is, indeed, indispensably necessary to, enact severe prohibitions ill 
order to eradicate so vile a practice. 

of On inquiry, 1 find tiiat there are three kinds of opium: one is called 
Company’s, the outer covering of it i.s black, and hence it is also called ‘ black' 
■ ' , earth it comes from Bengal : a second kind is called ‘ white-skin,’ and conges 

, from Bombay ; the third kind is cidlcd ‘red-skin,’ and comes from Madras. 
These are places which belong to England. 

lawo in rriation to In Keculung’s reign, as well os previously, opium was inserted in tlie 
opitun. tariff of Canton as a medicine, subject to a duty ol three tack per hundred 

catties, with an additional charge of two taels, four mace, and five candareens, 

’ under the name of charge per package. After this, it was prohibited; In the 

1st year of Keakiiig, those found guilty of smoking opium were subject only to 
the punishment of the pillory and bamboo. Now they, have, in the,, course of 
time, become liable to the severest penalties, trausportation in varioms degrees, 
and death after the, ordinary continuance in prison. Yet thf smokers of the 
drug have increased in number, and the practice has spread throughout almost 
the whole empire. In Kccnlmig’s and the previous rtigns, when opium passed 
N.vtuw of the tr.Kle through the Custom-House and paid a duly, it w'as giyeit in|P tbe hands of the 
«n opium. Hong merchants in exchange foi’ tea other goods. But at t^ie present 
time, the prohibitions of Government being most ^sjtrict against it, none dare 
openly, to exchange goods for.itj, all secretly purchase ii: 'with money, tn., .the 
r«ga of Kcakipg, there arrived, it may* be, ^otne hundred ejiest^. jinnpaUy. 
The* number ha^ now increased tp upwards of. i2iLQ0O chestsi^cpntiMping.Ij^cii a 
' . , hundred ‘catties. The ‘ black eami,’ whicit is the hest^^eila for about 800 
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i^ttarsi forei^ ihotiey; pefr chest'; the ‘'white-skift,! "which; Js next in quality, 
for about 600 dollars ; and the last, or ! red-slyo,*''ft>?'^dU't 400 dollars. The 
||d*dl quantity sold during the year 'amounts iii vdTub' to ten ‘and some odd 
millions of dollars; so that, in reckoning the dollar at seven biace, standard 
vifeii^ht of silver, the annual waste of money sohicwhat exceeds ten itiillioiis of 
taels.' Formerly, the barb:<rian nierchants brought foreign money to China ; 
which, being paid in exchange for goods, was a source of pecuniary advantage 
tO'the people of all the Scu-board provinces. But latterly, the barbarian 
merchants have clandestinely sold' opium for money; wliich has rendered it 
unnecessary for them to import foreign silver. Thus foreign money has been 
going out of the country, while rionU conjics into it. 

■ During two centuries, the Government has now maintained peace, and by 
fostering the peopled, has greatly promoted the increase of wealth and oi)ulen(.’c 
among them. With ■ joy we witness the economical rule of our august 
Sovereign, an example' to the whole empire. Right it is that yellow gold be 
common as the dust. 

Always in times past, a tael of pure silver exchanged for nearly about 1000 
coined cash, but of late years tlic same sum has borne the value of 1L^()0 or 
1300 cash: thus the price of silver rises hut does not fall. In the salt agency, 
the price of salt is paid in cash, while the duties arc paid in silver; now the 
salt incrchants have all become involved, and the existing state of the. salt trade 
in every province is abject in the extreme. How is this oecdsioiied but by the 
unnoticed oozing out. of rilver ? If the easily exhaustible riores of the central 
spring go to fill up the wide and fathomless gulf of the outer seas, gradually 
pouring themselves out from day to day, ,aud Iroui month to month, wc shall 
shortly be reduced to a state ol'w'hieh I cannot bear to speak. 

It is ])roposcd entirely to out oft' the foreign trade, and thus to remove the 
root, to dam up the source of the evil. The Celestial Dynasty would not, 
indeed, hesitate to relinquish the few millions of duties'ai'ising therefrom. But 
all the nations of the West have had a general market open to their ships for 
upwards of a thousand years ; wliile the dealers in opium are the English alone; 
it would be wrong, for the sake of catting oft' the English trade, to cut oft' that 
of all the other nations. Besides, the hundreds of thousands pf people living 
on the sea-coast depend wdiolly on trade for their livelihood, and how arc they 
to he disposed of? Moreover, the barbarian ships, being on the high seas, can 
repair to any island that may *be selected a.s an cntiepot, and the native sea- 
going ves.scls can meet them there ; it is then impossible to cut oft’ the trade. 
Of late 3 'cars, the foreign vessels have visited all the ports of Fuhkeen, 
Chekeang, Kcangnan, Siiantung, even to Teentsin and Mantchouria, for the 
purpose of selling opium. And although at once expelled by the local 
authorities, yet it is reported that the quantity sold by flicm was not small. 
Thus it appears that, though the commerce of Canton should he cut olf, 
yet it will not he {(ossible to prevent the cliuidestine introduction of 
merchandise, ^ 

• ’ It is said, the daily increase of opium is owing to the negligence of ofll^ers 
ifi’ enforcing the interdicts ! .The laws and enactments arc riic moans which 
extortionate underlings and worthless vagrants cniploy to benefit themselves; 
and the more complete the laws are, the greater and more numerous arc the 
bribes paid to the extortionate underlings, and the more subtle are the schemes 
of such worthless vagrants.'' In, the first year of Taoukwang, the Governor of 
Kwangtung and Kwangse, Yuen Yuen, proceeded with all rigour of the law 
against Ye Hangshoo, head of the opium establishment then at ‘Macao. The 
consequence was, that forieigtlers having no one \yith whom to place Ihcic 
opiun», proceeded to Tintip fo sHl it. Tliis place is within the precincts of the 
Provincial Government' artd Has h'free comiitonication by water on all sides. Here 
arc constantly anchored severi bri eight large ships, in which the opium is kept, 
and which' 'art therefore called *‘‘rtc'eiviqg ships.’ At Canfon there are brokers 
of the dmg^yrho art cdled ‘ rrielters.’ , These pay the price of (he drug into ^ 
the hands'bf 'the resident foreigners, ‘who give them orders for the delivery of ! 
the opium froih.ihe receiving sliipi There aire carrying boats plying up and' 
down the end these ^6* 'vulgarly called ‘fdst-crabs’ and ‘scramblmg 
dri^oiM’ Ihey are Well armed with "guns and other weapons, and are manned; 
wififii'Some et^relj of despe whoj-ply their ostfS as if they were wings to 

posts which they pass arp jiairgeiy 
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briheii. If tliey happen to eneptmter any 0/ the armed cruizing boats, they are 
so audacious as to resist, and slaughter and carnage ensue. The late Governor 
Loo,, on one occasion, having directed the Commodore Tsin Yuchaug to 
co-operate witli 'I’eeii Poo, the district magistrate of Ileangshan, they captured 
Lcang ficciiiic'c with a boat containing opium to the amount ol 14,000 catties. 
The ilumhcr of men killed and taken prisoners amounted to several scores. He 
likewise inllicted the jieualty of the laws on the criminals \aoukow and 
Owkwau {both oi' tlicm being brokers), and confiscated their property. This 
shows that faitlifulncss in the enforcement of the laws is not wanting ; and yet 
the prufiticc cannot he checked. I’he dread of the laws is not so great on the 
part of the common people, as is the an.\ious desire of gain, which incites theni 
to all manner of crafty devices ; so that sometimes, indeed, the law is rendered 
wholly iueffective. 


4. Evil coiisf-qiifii- 
ci‘S of tins illicit in- 
troduction. 


5. Worthless cha- 
racter of ('piutii 
smokers. 


Infomice that the 
opium trade should 
he legalised. 


Officers, &C., not 
however (o be al- 
lowed to smoke it. 


Objections' answer- 
^ ; the dignity of 
.the government not 
mjured by the pto- 
'posed change. 


There arc also, both on the rivets and at sea, banditti, who, with pretence 
of acting under the orders of the Clovcrnraent, and of being sent to search after 
iiiid prevent the smuggling of opium, seek opportunities lor plundering. W hen 
I was lately jtlaced in the se,rvicc of your Mtijcsty, as Acting Judicial Commis- 
sioner at Canton, cases of this nature wore very frequently rcjiorted. Out of 
tlicsc arose a still greater i;umbcr of oases, in which money was extorted for the 
ransom of plundered property. I'hus a countless num!)er of innocent peoide 
were involved in sutfering. All these wide-spread evils have arisen since the 
interdicts against opium were [)iiblished. • 

It will be found, on examination, (liat the smokers of o])ium arc idle, lazy 
vagrants, liaving no useful purpose before them, and are unworthy ol regard, or 
even of contempt. And though there are smokers to he fijund who liave over- 
stepjuid the threshold of age, yet llicy do not attain to the long life of other 
men. But new births are daily increasing the population of the empire; and 
there is no cau.se to apprehend a diminution therein ; while, on tlie other hand, 
we cannot adopt too great, or too early, precautions against tlie annual 
waste wliieli is taking place in tlie resources, the very sulwtanee of Cliiiia. 

Since then, it will not answer to close our ports against [all trade], and 
since the laws issued against opium arc quite inoperative, the only method left 
is to revert to the former system, to permit the narbariaii merchants to iiiq.)ort 
opium paying duty thereon as a medicine, and to re(|uiro that, alter having 
passetl the Custom-House, it shall be delivered to the Hong merchants only iu 
oytdumge for merchandi.se, and that no money be paid for it. The barbarians 
finding tliat the amount of duties to he paid on it, is less than what is now spent 
in l)ril)C.s, will also gladly ot)mply therein. Foreign money should he placed on the 
same footing with sycee silver, and the exportation of it should he eciually 
prohibited. Offenders, when caught, should he punished by the entire destruc- 
tion of the opium they may have, and the confiscation of the money that may 
he found with them. M ith regard to oflicers, civil tvnd military, and to the 
scholars and common soldiers, the first are called uj»on to fultil the duties of 
thcir*rank and attend to Uie public good ; the others, to cultivate their talents 
and become fit for public usefulness. None of these, therefore, must be per- 
mitted to contract a practice so bad, or to walk in a path which W'ill lead only 
to the utter waste of their time, and destruction of their property. If, however, 
the laws enacted against the practice be made too severe, the result will be 
mutual connivance. It becomes my duty, then, to request that it beenacteef, 
that any officer, scholar, or soldier, found guilty of secretly smoking opium, shall 
be immediately dismissed from public employ, without being made Ihihle to any 
other penalty. In this way, lenity will become in fact severity towards them. 
And further, that, if any superior or general officer be found guilty of know- 
ingly and wilfully conniving at the practice among his subordinates, such officer 
shall he subjected to a Court of Inquiry. I^astly, Ihat no regard be paid to the 
purchase and use of opium on the part of the people generally. 

Docs any suggest a doubt, that to remove the existing prohiWtions will 
derogate from the dignity of Government? I would if Re is ignorant that 
the pleasures of tlie table and of the nuptial couch may also be indulged, in to 
the injur)' of health? Nor are the invigorating dfugsr/oofsa^ aiSd ^wflofow 
devoid of poisonous qualities; yet it has, never heeh heard .that arij'dhe of 
these has been interdicted. Besides, the removal of the prohiWtfq^ ttfert 
only to til# vulgar and common people., those who have gd to 

perform. So long as the officers of Governmeiit, the wlipki^ ahd 
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are not incltided, I see no detriment to the dignity of Government. And 
by allowing the propo.sed importation and exchange of the drug for other com- 
ihodities, more than ten millions of money will annually be prevented from 
flowing out of the Central land. On which side then is the gain,— on which the 
loss ? It is evident at a glance. But if we still idly look back and dcUiy to 
retrace our ste[)s, foolishly paying regarrl to a mailer of mere empty dignity, I 
humbly apprehend that when eventually it is proved inijms-sible to stoj) the 
importation of opium, it will then be found that wo have waited too lojig, that 
the people are impoverished, and their wealth departed. Should we then begin 
to turn round, we shall find that reform comes too late. 

Though but a servant of no value, I have by y'our Majesty’.s condescending 
favour been raised from a subordinate censorship to various olKcial 8tation.s, 
bofh at court anjl in the provinces; and filled, on one oeeasioii, the chief 
judicial office in the region south of the great mountains (Kwangtung). Ten 
years sjienl, in endeavours to make some return have i)i'uduccd no fruit ; and 
I find iny.sclf overwhelmed with shame and remorse. Hut with regard to the 
great advantages, or gvi'at evil.s, of any place where I have been, 1 have never 
failed to make particular inquiries. Seeing tliat the prohibitions now in force 
against opium serve hut to increase the prevalence of the evil, and th.at there 
is none found to represent the. facts directly to your Majesty, and feeling 
assured that I am myself thoroughly ae(piainted with the real state of things, 
I dare no longer forbear to let them reach your Majesty's ear. IVostratc, 
I beg my august Sovereign to give secret directions to the Governor and 
Lieuteiianl-fJovernor of Kwangtung, together with the Superintendent of 
Maritime Customs, tliat they faithfully investigate the eharaeler of the above 
statements, and that, if tliey find them really correct, they speedily prepare a 
list of regulations adapted to a change in the .system, and present the same for 
yonr .Majesty’s final decision. Perchance this may be found adeipiate to stop 
furtlier oozing out of money, and to replenish the. national rcsonrees. With 
inex])res,sil)le awe and trembling fear, I reverently present this memorial and 
await jour Majesty’s commands. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 90. 

JmjH’riul Edict in n’phj to the forerjoimj Memorinl. — {June 12, 1836.) 

lll''LI-NA12'rSE, Vice-President of the Sacrificial Court, has presented 
a memorial in regard to opium, representing that the more severe the interdicts 
against it are made, so much the more widely do the evils aiising from it 
spread ; and that of late years, the foreigners, not daring openly to give it in 
barter for other commodities, have been in the habit of selling it clandestinely 
for money, thus oecasinning an annual loss to the country, which he estimates 
at above ten millions of taels, lie therefore requests that a change be made in 
regard to it, permitting it again to be introduced, and given in e.velnmge for 
other commodities. Let 'LTiig Tingehing and bis Colleagues deliberate on tlie 
subject, and then report to us. I>ct a copy of the original memorial be njade 
for their perusal, and sent with this edict to 'Pang 'I'iugching .and Ke Kung, 
who are to enjoin it also on Wan. liesjjcct this. 


Inclosuro 3 in No. 00. 

Report made to ike Qhinese Government by the Hong Merchants. 

IN obedience to the commands of his Excellency the Hoppo, to deliberate 
on certain particqjars, we now present for perusal the result of our delibe-rations, 
arranged under [four] distinct heads. 

Hrjif.* Wi received directions “to examine in regard to the following 
statement, r—contaifed in a memorial presented to the Emperor (whereof a copy 
was previously transmitted), namely, * that foreign merchants dare not openly 


Conclusion. 


Hie provincial 
vcrnnicut isdi^ 
to dcliberijt#* 
report on the i 
jccl. 


llcporj-tfiadcby 
Ilonff inerchant 
unilor four hoa 
1 . Exportation 
8yc(H; silver. 



Ii is iior exported 
by the ILmp: m<*r- 
i'liauts, but ■ by 
otliPM rlaudestino 
Iv, 


Htv»v to proviMit 
this. 


2. luquiric.s in re- 
gard to iulerchati^e 
uf oomnioiHties. 


Modo in which such 
intorchaujfc is now 
'directed. 


Tbi-i tnodti should 
bo still adhered to. 

To prevent ille* 
s>ali(ieii. should not 
one merchant W 
niade alonr answer- 
}ibl<‘ fot all duth^ 
.ou opiuijt^; '-i . 


Should not peviodi- 
be 

^J^uired from each 


take goods in bartesr for opi\yii,,bj!^t al’^ay^ .plisrideftinely 
Now the exportation -of 8ypee;sUvbr (it alwayi tiBinarlced) has Ibng beei^ 
interdicted; arid the ^id iuerchants , surely do not presume to contravene 
regulations in the least degiee.. Yet, it iuay be difficult to aver, that not a ‘ 
single illegality is committed by them; and still more difficuIt'wQuld it be to . 
stand answerable, that there arc no traitorous natives who carry on a clanaestine 
commerce,” , 

In reply hereto, \ye the Ilong merchants would humbly represent, that it . 
is really owing to the strictness of the Governmental regulations thfit foreigners ' 
arc prevented from openly taking goods hi barter for opium. In regard to 
sycoc silver, we> every year, severally and voluularny enter into bonds, tbat. we 
will on no account aiil and abet the foreigners in exjiorting.it, which bonds, ^ 
presented to your Excellencies. How can wc possibly contravene the regu- ' 
lations, and so render ourselves criminal? Yet it is indeed, as bis Excellency 
the Hoppo says, difficult to stand answerable that there are no traitorous natives 
who carry on a clandestine commerce. To watch against such an illicit com- 
merce is, however, beyond our power ; and it therefore behoves us to request 
tliat the rule in regard to .seizures of smuggled commodities, may he brought 
into operation, this rule, namely, that the capturers shall be liberally rewarded.' 
In pursuance of this a certain proportion of all sycee silver, that may hereafter 
be captured, should be given for an encouragement to the capturers, and thus 
those who receive such rewards will hc' induced to exert themselves in an 
extraordinary degree ; and the smugglers,, knowing that such rewards are held ^ 
out, will at once become intimidated. 

, Secondly. Wc received the following inquiries to direct our deliberations : 

“ The foreign merchants liavc need of teas, rhubarb, cassia, sugar, silk, &c., 
which articles must have been heretofore kept in store by the Hong merehauts, 
so as to he in readiness to he exchanged for imported goods. Shouldj lhe 
amount of imported commodities become hereafter too great, how caij Ware- 
house room he aftbrded, in order to retain such corainoclitics for gradjpl sale ? 
And can it bo so arranged, that, when it is im])ossil)le to elTeft an iihriiodiate 
sale, and the foreign merchant liiids himself unable to wait longer, ^c may he 
allowed to return^ home, leaving his goods with the Hong merchant sell for 
him as opportunities oiler, and on his return* receiving such aif-amouut of 
merchandise as is due to him in exchange ? Let , these questions be well 
considered.” * 

In answer hereto, we would humbly point out what has been Irilhcrto the 
practice ; On foreign vessels coming fo Canton to trade, their cargoes arc sent 
up to our hongs; and then a list is given by each foreign merchant of the 
native commodities required in return, which commodities wc purchase tor them 
from the various dealers therein, Wc never' keep a stock of each article on ’ 
hand. And of late years our means have been very much reduced, so that 
often wc are. unable to pay in du'c season the duties accruing how, then can we 
possibly lay in a store of ready purchased articles V If it happen that too great 
a quantity of any article is introduced, so that it cannot be sold off at once, arid^ 
the vessel is to sail imjnediately, the security nicrchaut in, that case applies to 
the foreigner for the amount of duties due, that he may pay them for him. ' 
The unsold goods remain in our hongs to be dis|)osed of as opportunities offer ; 
and when the foreign merchant returns to Canton, he theii takes out the value ^ 
thereof in native commodities. . This is the way. in which (he trade has hitherto 
been conducted, and we would request that .it may contiriuc to be conducted in 
the usual manner. . 

Thirdly. We received directions to , deliberate on the following riue^ions : 
“Whether, if opium should be imported through (he usual, channel'ffirodjcr 
commodities (the Hongs), any Hong |riefcbaut tieing at lib'erty'to land .arid enter 
it at the Cmstom-Housc, it will nof be found difficult to guard, against ilfegalities 
in the trade? "Whether it will not rather be requisite to irij^'e one of the most 
opulent of tlic senior merchants responsible, — namely, one in whom entire con- 
fidence Cian be placed, and one in .whom the* forcigticrs hahitisaliy place implicit 
trust i and to require him alone to enter the cargoes oLopia^ for examitiation at 
the Custom-Hpusc, and to pay the duties; still, hpwe:^,r, allowing tlm /orcigner 
to sell it, at its market value, to whichever Hong, mril^h^t he may in 

order to prevent a monopoly? Also, .whetficr the ‘Bong incrchahtSiehOUld ^t"' 
still be required to give ^nils as . formerly^ state “ 



tr^^ction to be reported at the time, and a mdhthlj; sta^mehno'be ma<le out 
and presented at the olficW olf the Governor and iloppo, irt order to enjible thgm 
to i^akjn their reports to the Board of Revenue.” 

In reply to this, we would hunibly notice some particulars of the mode in 
wbiqjh we have heretofore conducted our traffic with the foi-cigncrs. We have 
indeed exchanged ptt^ commodity for another; but often, when the value of the 
imports and e'xporf's has been uncejuah-the balance has been paid, both, by native' 
and , Ipfeig'n merchants, to one another, in foreign money. And when, in con- 
iSejMehce of the commodities of a comijry being saleable but to a very small ' 
exfi^t^ al Canton, large sums of forei'gii money have been imported for the' 
purpose of purchasing -a 'cargo, then ho restriction has been placed on the 
re-exportation of any temaiuing sum. Hence the “ exportation of' three- 
tenths”* lias received the sanction of Government. Again, there arc cases in 
which full cargoes are jutported, While — in consequence of the prices of native 
commodities being too. high, or the commodities themselves not calculated for 
sale in the places from whence the vessels come— the exported cargoes are 
fiinall. The surplus foreign money; . then, being greater in amount than the 
“ cxportalde three-tenths,” whatever excecd-s that amount'is cither left here for 
the purchase of other goods, or is lent to oilier foreigners. This is a thing of 
common occurrence. For instance, of the rice-laden uliips which now enter the 
port, the largest bring cargoes of some^tfiat above 10,000 peculs, amounting in 
value to but 20,000 or 30,(>00 dollars; and llic smaller ones bring cargoes of, it 
may be 5,000 of fi.OOO peculs, the value of which is no more than 10,000 
andddd dollars. Yet these same vessels return with export cargoes of the value 
of 200,000 or 300,000 dollars, or at least of from 100,000 to 200,000 dollai*s. 
The money required to purchase these cargoes is therefore frequently borrowed 
from foreigners, who have a balance in money, in excess of that portion of the 
price of their import cargoes for which they have taken goods. Th's, then, is 
a clear proof that, in the instance of rice-laden vessels, tln^ unemployed balance 
possessed by other foreigners is borrowed, in order to purchase exports 
wherewith to send them back to Iheir country. . 

Now, in reference to the question at present under consideration, whether 
permission shall be given to ynport opium, paying a legal duty thereon, wc 
have, as a provision in case that such pmuissioii should be given, inquired of 
the foreign inefchants if tiie'y cqh expoif goods to such an amount as to equal 
in value tlicir-importation of opium, so that they lu cd not have any occasion for 
exporting money 1 Their answer xyas of. the following tenor: “^That is right 
arid proper that they should comply with , the arrangement to lake cargo in 
exchange for the proceeds of ih'eic opiutri; hut that the ports to which they 
return are not all alike, and that otjr native' coinmo(litje.s are riot 'every where 
eqpally saleaWe; that were thh Jriicfchants.'whd bring opiiim To Canton to 
rii|ky their retmps'iyymerchandize puf^hiised'fitw mefcliandize ivoiilt! lie 
unsaleable, — anil. tWreWe 'the afrarigeinenl (hat' g^^ arc ,to he taken in 
rctura;fpf opium cannot bo universally adopted ; that, however, theveari in auch 
casqs ierid tleif.nipriey tp other Toreigpcrs'toJpipiCliaso cargoc.s with, which will 
be the satpe .tbinig p’s if the fprei^n .biqrcliarits who import oiiram applie'd all the 
prppecds tb .tiieipureljpse' of ^gpodS’lh'eriisclycs ;,'Iastly, th'.^^ iu case. tliey should ' 
be unable tp leijd put thc^wdible o'^ the , proceeds, they arc willing to act in 
accordance with the reguktiori hilfiefto cxistirigi by whicli they are allowed to 
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4 . Transit of opium, 
and coasting trade 
in it 


. The regulations al- 
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regal’d to cotton, 
. woollens, So., ini- 
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It lias been for a long timet, past* tlm'rale, wlien a v^sel mui&es Catitoiiit^lip 
permit the foreigner himself H’on^fnfe»®hant wh»>bdl ; 

vessel: this is left entirely.to the of* the foreigner, and no compulsion naai' 
be exercised in the matter* All goods that ate to' W enterfeli 'atV tke Custom- 
House fdr examination and assessment, are so entered by the security merchant, 
on application made by the foreigner ; and the charges on the vessel, on enter- 
ing the port and whemdlschar^ng cargo, are also paid by the security ro^ant. , 
But any of the Hong ijnerebants may have a portion of the cargo, and tt'iitbir 
rule* that the merchant who so receives , cargo shall pay all the duties thei^ 
into the treasury of the Custom Housed In this way, there can be no inoiaiSf';; 
poli?.ing. Sliould opium be' admitted for importation in the same' manner si,^. 
pi 'ce-goods,. cotton, &c„ the arrangements in regard* to the sale of it by 
merchants to minor dealers, and the transport of it from Canton to other pihdes, 
should also be the same as with regard to those commodities. Sucli as is trans- 
ported to other provinces, by sm overland route should be entered at the eastern 
and western Custom-Houses, where a pass should be obtainable on examination. 
And such as is transported by sea on board native trading ^vessels should be 
entered outwards, at the chief Custom-House, through the medium of the 
merchants of Fuhkecn alid Chauchow. The laws on those points being very 
precise, it seems needless to report each separate transaction of salei or to 
present any monthly statements. 

Fourthly. We received directions to deliberate carefully on this question; 

'* When opium is transported to othe*' provinces for sale, shook! not those 
precautionary reg'ulations which have been enacted in regard to foreigners 
trading at Canton be put in practice, and common rcalions be sent to the 
authorities in all the .sea-board provinces, informing them, tiiat whatever opium 
has not the stamp of the Custom-House on it is to be regarded as smuggled, 
and both vc.sscl and cargo therefore conliseated* and the parties subjected to 
legal investigation ? And, if any vessels proceed to the receiving ships, which 
are anchored on tho i high seas, to trade with them, should not the Hong 
merchants be required to take measures against their so' doing ?” 

Ill reply, we would humbly point out, that in the regulations enacted test 
year for ebeeijing foreigners engaged in trade, there occurs the following 
passage : “ In respect to all native trading vessels, from whatever province they 
may be, any foreiirn goods that may be purchased for sliipmcnt on them shall be 
entered at the chief (’ustom-House at Canton, and there, having been stamped, 
a pass for the same shall be granted, specifying in detail the amount of goods, 
in order that no clandestine transactions may be fsuflfcred to take place. Atfii 
communications shall be sent to the authorities in all the provinces, that th^> . 
may act in compliance with this regulation, and may give orders accordingly to 
the oiheers of the maritime Custom-Houses, to examine all trading vessels 
carrying cargoes of foreign merchandize, atid, if they, hnd any articles nut 
marked with the stamp of the Canton Custom-House, to regard such articlw to ■ 
smuggled, and to subject the parties to a legal investigation and' coutisctoioti^bC > 
both vessel and cargo.” These precadtioriary measures are sufficiently 
and should undoubtedly be acted on. But should 'any. vessel, in the Courtoc^'. 
passage on the high seas, happen to traffic with the receiving ships, it is indeed 
beyond our power to prevent it. It behoves us therefore to request, that, to 
enacted in the above-named regulation, the officers of all cruising vessels' along - . 
the coast be held responsible ; that they be directed to cruise about oototaAt. »' 

succession ; and, should any traders approach a foreign ship to pueclkse ppiuia 
immediately to. apprehend such traders, and send tbeto to meet tMi^^al; 'and, 
lastly, that both the vessel and cargo of such traders sha!ldKi'tion|^x:d, and 
the proceeds thereof given as a reward tu; the c^q)tnreI^^ also 
humbly request, tliat an Ih^ issued ^ the inform^ native 

merchants, that they may know these things and, be restrain^ by f#, At the 
same time we will continue earnestly to instruct and adofontsh the foreigners, 
and foake them understand that' they most .indeed britlig^ gooi^s into poet, 
and pay duty thereon, and mast not, as heretofore^ 
the.fogbseas, Thus^ay r 
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, ihe Qi^ehtci^ uiid laeiitenant-Gowrnor'ltf Gmbn. 


' . . • ■ Se/j/emJCT* 7, 1836. 

.vv,vWE have, in ibbedienc^ to the Iiojjerial will, jointly deliberated on the Preamble 
flihjast of regaling the prohibition now in force in regard to the importation of 
opiota; and of permitting it to be sold in barter for other commodities ; and we 
presimt a draft of regulations, 'that we have sketched, comprising nine 
no which we humbly solicit: yomvsacred Majesty to cast a glance, 
s' "’\^wn' the 19th day of the .6th month {2nd July), we received a letter from 
thf Grand Council of Ministers, indosing an imperial edict, dated the 29th dav 
of the 4th month (12th of June). ^ 

JJeholding our august Sovereign’s tender solicitude for the livelihood of the 
people on this remote frontier, and the anxious desire manifested to remove 
all evils, we, as on bended knee we perused the edict, were deeply aflected, and 
' bowed in profound reverence. We immediately tran.smitted the edict to the 
. Superintendent of maritime customs, your Majesty’s Minister Wan; and also 
• jcad in Council the copy forwarded to us of the original memorial. While we 
ourselves gave the subject our joint and careful conskleralion, we, at the same 
time, directed the two Commissionefs (of Finance and Justice) to discuss it 
thoroughly and faithfully. These (rffiders, the Financial Commissioner. 
fAltsingah, and the Judicial Commissioner, Wang Tsingleen. have now laid 
before us the result of their joint deliberations, and we have considered their 
suggestions. 

_ We are liumblv of opinion, that in framing regulations it is of the first Princirfelaiddowni 

smporlance to suit them to the circumstances of the times ; and that to govern ^ 

well, it i.s essential in the first place to remove existing evils. But if in 

removing one evil, an evil of greater extent is produced, it then becomes the 

more imperative to make a speedy change suited to the circumstances of the 

occasion. 


. , N(W in regard to opimn, it is an article brought into the Central Empire Arguimint*, 
f i^otn .th.& liinris oi ihc distent und has bt*en imported during a Evils arisinpf out oi 

long coui'se of years. In the reigns of Ynngching and Ktenlung, it was *’’? 
included in the tariff of niaritiine duties, under the head of medicinal drugs, and ' ' ''* ’ ^ 

, there was then no regulation against purchasing it, or inhaling it. But in the 
•‘^hyearofKe&kingl 1799), the then Governor of this province, Keihking, of 
4he imperial kindred, regarding it as a subject of deep regret, that the rile’dirt 
"^’foreign countries should be .received in exchange for the commodities and the 
•money of the empircj. and fearing lest the practice of smoking opium should 
spread among all the people of the inner land, to the waste of their time and the 
jdes^uption of their property, pttsented a" memorial, requesting that the sale of 
,:'^(!i,drag: should, he prohibited, and that oflenders should be made amenable to 
^jihwhment; . .This punishment has been gradually increased to transportation, 

^td- death by straaglihg. The law is. by no means deficient in severity. But 
.ibeiwt^le are not so much influenced by the fear of the laws as by the desire of 
gaiu> : Hence, .ffora the time, that the prohibition was passed; the crafty schemes 
jWd.devicfis o{ evil men have daily multiplied. On the one hand, 'receiving 
‘\^ip8 8re.nnchoi%dJri. the entrances from the outer seas:, on the other hand, 

' jteokors.cllled; tyre everywhere established in the inner land. Then 

j^n *fa8t>bb8*. mid /scrambling dragons’ -as the boats are called—are 
fitted oujp|i^. clandestine cototmsx : and lastly, vagabonds, pretending aiithoriTy 
to seardl^^ve' nnidw: tbia-.pretejtt j idduljged their own unruly desi rps. Thus, 
what wcl#'4i: txaamom esteem in the market', eiiber <for 

smoking pi^eatiiig, 'add, also, of ^ m has with the increase in the 

severity ,ijf;.4he TegaJ»tion8,:iacre(aisiid\in dmiland, and been clandestinely and 
largely ihi)§lt|8d, aonually^^ the- pieeumary resources of the 
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proposed. 


dutydo splioi^t .ypvw^>Maj?!Sity!fl,,f^O(^iw.:tlierp(^f^^^ 

^aftcti^i), any fordpneTf^ 'SijJip.in.tRe, couree Af; tra4§, 

, j)ennjtteH to iniport apd }iaS.^’4t;,aV^ payi%;the duiy.owi^jli^^ 

d,xc4^by .itlie maritime tariff ;of;,Kecqi 4 ug, ,afid must dpiiv.er.jit to .tJmiiyiiNSg 
.r4er9lwnf.s, m the sam^ manpor, as , lopg-eUs^., camlets, mtdiOt.lipf(goods»;ba.!Stj^d 
,jfciT oative comjnpdi4^,.;l)yt on ,np,,acpQuat,may,.j;ie,:SpU! it^pJaijideaUaely;;^^^^ 

Effects to be ex- ' If Ihie plan |)e faithfully and vigorously carried into effect, tlie tens pf 
pccted from such a millions ol" precious rfjoncy which npiy .annoally go ; out , of, tjie' empire wtill, he 
change. . saved, the source, pf tljp stream w'ill be ^puridPt)) and, the, stream itself may/be'^ 
eventually stayed. , llie amount of dutieS; being. less onerous than what isinow, 
paid in bribes, transgressions of the revenue laws .w;jU cease of. themselves - 

present evil practices of transporting contraband gppds by* .deceit, and .violefece 
.will he suppressed; AVkhout clfprt; the numberlcs.s quarrels and litigations now 
arising therefrom , at Canton, together with the crimes, of .wprthless vagrants will 
be diminisimd, , Moreover, if riie Gpvcrnmcnfal olficers, the literari, and the 
military, be still restrained by regulations, and not suffered to inhale the drug ; 
and if ofienders among tbc.'se classes be iinmediatcly dismissed from .the public 
service ; wliile those of the people who purchase the drug iind smoke it, are mot 
at all interfered w'ith, all will plainly sec tliat those who indulge their depraved 
appetile.s are t|ie viefitns nf their own self-sacrificing folly, persons who are 
.incapable of ranking among the tapped and belted .men of distinction aqd 
learning. And if in tlii-s way .shame bo once, aroused, strenuous^ exertion and 
.self-improvement Avill be the result, --^for the principles of reform are founded in 
shame and remorse. Nor, as, it is. truly said in the original memorial, will the 
dignity of Government hc.at all, lowered hy the proposed measure. Should 
your Majesty sanction the repeal, it will in truth be attended wiiJi advantage 
both to the arrangements of the (iovernment and the Ayell-hcing of the people., 

, .But in, passing regulations on the.; subject, , it is of great importance that 
everything, should he maturely, considered, and, that the law should be rendered 
perfect and eoinplete.j and .it is of ,tlie vcfy first consequence that effectual 
.meqsiires should be taken to prevent the exportation o.f syeee silver. If the 
regulations be jii any way, incomplete,, the consequence will, be. that in alow 
yemrs, frerii evils will spring up and spread abroad : sqch is not the right way. to 
accompli.sh the purpose in vdew- , . We have, therefore, fully discussed, .U,te 
subject together, and have , also, in concert with the Financial and, .Judicial 
Commissioners,, exatnined and considered it , in all its bearings,, and after; oft- 
repeaUd .deliberations, have detennined upon, ninel regulations, which we ,hav,e 
drawn up, and of which we, present a fair copy (or your Majesty's perusah 
^Thq result of our deliberations, made in.ob^icnce to the imperial mgpdate,iW^ ' 
'now jointly lay before the throne, hunibly imploring que august Sovereign to 
instruct us if our representations he corr^t or not, and also to direct the 
,a|ipropriate Board to revise, them. ' , ; . 

, , , , ,, The following a re the regulations, w hich ; we Jiayc d.rawn up in referenoe vtp, 
the change ot system called for in regard to the importation! pjf opium, .ajildk 
. K present for your Majesty’s ■. , . . , ■ . . *' > 

, 1 . The ; whole amount of opium imported should be pajd for .in.mei- 
•''■MW.only in, barter chandize; ill this, there must, be no deception. ,,The object in repealing tlm 
for merdiantoc. jiitcrdict on opium, is to prevent the loss of specie occasioned by tbe salc.of thie 
drug for money. When opium is brought , in foreign vessels,, tbt;«fpr^ thp 
security and senior merchants sliould be, held .respppsible fop thig^ foU 9 .wipg > 
arrangements being emried intocfiect.: .the vduqpf tlie ppium to ;i(;g 5 ,Correctly 
fixed; an amount pf. native .cominodities , of . equal value. to ,.i()e..npi|^tioned.; 
‘and the two amounts to. he exchanged in^^Ilj-np. purch^^/to ^ for 
piqucy payments, ■ ,,The productions, of. the, CelestiiiiBmpirp'lSiii^.riclh^^^^ 
and. in universal demand,; its corarapditles ai«,jnani|old ^ than those of 
forrign barbarians, so that ip an exchange of commodities 41^. gain and not the 
loss must fie on its side. But. sbopldit at any lirae^pi^clianpe occur,,- that the 
quahtiiies Jmpprted being somewhat greater , than t||^^inp»mt,of native coiar .. 
modifies required, mi exact balance capnot be 6 tr,q 9 |^hiie. it is .pfe^ry for ^ 
the foreign, sjiips immediately , to return ; in such; ^sej, the whol^^punjt ©f 
duties having been paid throu|h Jll^ sechfity and fhpf ' * " ' 

roodities; having .beOT,made,,4he surplus ‘ 


in the n^erebantg’ warehouses, and .l^ooai^ 




. Slid be i^stertd iti the office oif the 

j^vi^iifatendfeftt 6f-€^i3toihS^^Then'’ihc op}ihTi maybe sold as opportunities 
■J^'d&ai'; iiiid tflieh tlie whblte'^Ri^' hcfeh^dl^jloiled'bf, the Hong ttierchaiit and the 
^Cdhisighbe'df the' o^ltihi'-My 'jbintry'tejioit'HHat 'It is so;'and haVe ^le register 
i-canieeUed/ Wheh' the 'forfe'igh" meivhairtf 'returns' to Cantodj' he may receive 
I'jiayhiefit for- the opium 'thils- sold,' in’ sbinb'metchantable commodity; but may 
not be allowed to. give the value a pecuniary designation, and under cover of 
^'thisteceiVe payinentin moiiey. ' 'Some substantial and opulent senior nierchaut ' 

•''Should be strictly' required to watch over tlic’ enforcement of these rcgulaitidns. 

And- when' a foreign ship’ is about' leaving, the security and senior merchants 
X«bould' sign a'bond that She 'carries nWay ; no syece silver on hoard’ of licr, 

■fl^ib'otitl to’ be- delivered iiito the' hands of 'Government. If they hnow of any 
emtidcStine purchases being diade on condition of money payments, or of any 
Tnoney being paid, they’ should be required immediately U» report the facts, and 
■’’the parties slioidd be severely punished, and the opium confiscated and sold for 
•’Government; or, 'if it have been already delivered In the purchaser,’ the price 

■ should Ijc recovered from the'latter and forfeited to Government. If the senior 
and security mcrchants be found guilty of any connivance at such offences, they 
■also should be severely pnnishetl. 

I'” 2. The naval cruising vessels, and all the nfficcts and inen of the Custom- 2 . Natal oificewl 

•'■House stations, should be re{|uircd diligently to watch the entrances and be restricted, 
tpassages of rivers; but, at the'Saine linte, to confine their search to such 
'entrances and passa.gos ; they should fiot be allowed to go out to sea-ward, and 
‘Under cover thereof to cause annoyance. Even though the interdict on opium 
"be rtipealed, (here is yi^t cauSc’lo icar that the incrcantile people, who in their 
J mad search for gain are, as it were, bewitehed, will still resort to foreign iner- 
: chants (out of the port) to purchase it, so that sycee silver will continue 
secretly to oov.e out. The haVul cruising vessels, therefore, ahd all those wllo 
'are attached to the Custora-llouse stations, should be required to' search dili- 
' gently and faithfully. And wlicnover any discovery shall be made of .silver 
ibeing smuggled out, and the same shall be seized, and the oflbnding parties 
’Wpprehended,— then the whole ainouiU of money in such case taken, with the 
■'Value of the smuggling boat,- should he given as a reward f« the captors, in 
•f-order to- encourage their exertions,' and thus to destroy smuggling. But 'if 
sycee silver be exported, tbei’e,is' necessarily a place where, and a way by which, 

‘it is earned out: that place rriust be near the foreign faotoric.s; the way muk 
be througlrlhe important pas.sage3 and eutranees of rivers. It is only needful 
"then to watch faithfully' at such places - for by .so doing, the export of silver 
. .xbiay be stopped without aiiy trouble. But if the smugglers once get out into the 
‘'npeft roads, they soon spread themselves abroad in variou.s directions, and leave 
ilo trace by which to lind them. If the sokliers, or vagabonds feigning to be 
soldiers, frame jifetexts for cruising about in search of them, not only can they 
. efifect no good, but thej’ may also give occasion to disturbances, attended with 
’’evil fcon^lu'CnCes of no trivial character. They should^ therefore, be strictly 
•^rohibited'-nddbing.’’ • • ' ' ' 

3. In regard to foreign ’rhoncyi the old regrttation, allowing tbree-tentbs to 3. Amonatof »pe 
be exported, should be continued '; and, to prevent any fraud, a true account of <ae to be expirtcA 
■the money iniported’should be givmi (by cacli ship) on arrival, formerly, inucli ' i'T 

, 'foreign money wad brought to Canton in the foreign ships; in order to purchase 
. 'commodities in 'excess 61' those obtained by barter, and to pay the necessary '• 

■ Jexpenses of . the vessel qii her return; Whenever the imported goods were in 
larger quanta than thO^ exported, There W‘as then a surplus of foreign money, 
of whift^|it\voald hot have beOn; reasonable, under such circumstances, to pro- 
hibit thb’te-exportatidh.' In’the 23rd year: of Kcaking (1818), the then Super- 
intendent .of RIaritirae' 'Ctistoihs, ' Alt, fihdirig that the barbarians took away 
foreign moiiey Vithout any' lifoi f or restriction, addressed a communication to . 
the then Governor of this’ Province, Yuen, iiv ednsequence of which it was 
decided td limit the eX|)ortatldji by eaclvvcisscl to three-tenths (of tiie surplus of 

. .''import),, ^l|mn^’tSe>fomaiM to any other foreigner to enable him 

• to purebft^j^oi^s, td j)ayHhe;yh^^^ This has continued to be the rule 
down ‘Nd%'itl:is’ probable, riiat when opium is 

Idr^ 'qim^ also be imported with it, for 

excess of what may be pufehas^ 

,iii conform 'to the’Csistihg 'regulati^. 
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But the amount of foreign money so imported in foreign ships may vary conah". 
derably. if the balance be 100,000 dollars- or upwards, it will then be very well , 
to permit the exportation of 30,000 ; but if the balance should exceed 200^000 
dollars, a further limit to the permission to re-export becomes necessary. We 
deem it our duty, therefore, to request, that hereafter when the surplus of^ilver 
imported, docs not considerably exceed 100,000, permission be still given to re- 
export ihrec-tcuths of that suqdus ; but if it amounts to 200,000 dollars, 
whether the merchandize bought with it consist of opium, or of any other goods, 
that the peniiissioii to re-ex{)ort in that case be limited to .OO.OOO on each 
sliip. This amount should not be exceeded.. With i-espcct to the examination 
ami report made by the security merchant, on a ship’s arrival, of the total.!:, 
amount of silver imported by her, this examination and report should still, be, 
required, in order that, tlui expenditure of the vessel having been deducted there- 
from, the proportion to be re-exported may be accurately calculated. A senior 
merchant also .should he rc(|uircd faithfully to join the security merchant in the 
iavesligiitiou. If the officers of the customs make feigned examinations and 
false reports, they should be subjected to severe punishment ; and if the senior 
and other merchants connive at any illegality, they also should be punished. 

4. The traffic in opium must he eomlucted on the same principle as the 
traffic in foreign commodities ; it is unnecessary to pl.aco it under a separate 
department. The tir.st principle of commerce is. to adopt those measures which 
will yield the greatest possible amount of gain. ICaeh one has bis own method 
of doing this, and Avhat one rejects another may seek for ; nor is it possible to 
bring all to one opinion Now if the impoitalion of opium he permitted, as 
formerly, and it becomes an article of commerce, as a medicinal drug, the traffic 
in it will in no wise differ from the traffic in other articles of commerce ; and if 
a special department be created for it, there is rea.son to fear that monopolizing 
and UTuleiliaiid practices will gradually result therefrom. It is right, therefore, 
to let the foreign merchants make their own election, ami engage what Hong 
merchants they will to pass their cargoes at the Custom-House, and jiay their 
duties for them. To establish one general department for the jmrpose is unne- 
ccs.sary. By lliis arrangement, crafty individuals may be prevented from taking 
advantage and extorting exorbitant profits, and .bcnelil may accrue to both the 
foreign and the Hong merchants. 

,j. The amount of duties .should be coutinuiftl the same as formerly : no 
Increa-'-e is called for ; and all exmrtionatc demands, and illegal Ices, should be 
interdicted. In the Tariff of Maritime Customs for Canton, ojtium is rated at 
a duty of three taels per hundred catiies ; to which wc must add ten per cent, or 
three mace, for loss in melting; and as peculage fee, anil fee per package,'., 
according to the report formerly made of public and legal lees, eight candareens. ' 
and six cash. Although there arc three kinds of opium, the “ black earth,” the 
“ white .skinned,” and the “red ^kinllcd," differing in value, \ ct the. duty per 
catty may be tlie same on all. These arrangeuicnts arc made on the principle, 
that if the duly he heavy it will he evaded, ami smug^-Tmg will ensue , avWcM' 
if it be light, all will jirefcr security to smuggling ; and that if a fixed chargv^ be, 
imposed, the olficcrs of the customs will be unabli! to intermeddle. The same, 
clear views were entertained by our predecessors, wlien they established these 
regulations; and it will he well to conform to the amount of duty fixed by them . 
without any addition. Bui there is reason to fear that when the prohibitions 
are first taken off, the servants of the Custom-House, bunting for petty gains, , ■ 
may, uuder various |)retexts, lay on illegal fees, making heavy by their, exactions . 
what as a legal duty is light ; and thereby losing sight of the priPetjile tjiat they 
are to show kindness to men from afar. 1 f this lake place, the natural result 
.too will be, that the means of legal importation will he avoided, aptf contri- 
. vance.s lo import clandestinely will b‘e resorted to. Perspicuous arid strict pro- 
iclamations should therefore be issued, making it generally known, that, beyond 
the real duty, not the smallest fraction is to be exacted ; qiid that oflenders shall 
he answerable to the law against extortionaf^: underlings receiving money under ■■ 
false pretexts. . ^ 

C. No price ehoiild be fixed on the drug. It is a' settled princijfjife 'bf coip- 
meree, (hat when prices are very loiv, there is a tendency to rise.p.'^d When 
high, a tendency to fall. Prices then dcjiend on the supply thiit U . iAble! 
of any article, and the demand that exists for if in the market ; bn 

limited by enactments tp any fixed rate. Now, though the nj-tfiji&lt^^ii^ pphiih 



b*!,. repealed, it will not be a po^blfi tbiqg to force men wlio buy at u high price, 
to sell at a cheap one. Besides, it is, common to men to prize things of high' 
vidae, and to underrate thdaO olMess worth. When, therefore, opium was 
severely interdicted, and ^classed among nirities, every one harl an opportunity 
to indulge in over- reaching desires of gain; but when once the interdicts are 
withd^liwn, and opium universally adniittc<l, it will become a common medicinal 
drug, easily to be obtained. 

Tho pfoni,— when in tin' ciisket^ prizctl, 

When common, is dpsplsctl 1 

So the price of opium, if left to itself, will fall from day to day; whereas, if rated 
at a fixed value, great fliflTiculty will he found in proeuring it at the price at 
tvhich it is rated. is reasonable and right, tlmrctore, to leave’ the [U’icc to 
fluctuate, according to the circumstances of the times, and not to fix any rate. 

7. All coasting vc.sse!s of every province, when carrying opium, should be 7. llcgulations ol 
required to have sealed manifests from the Custom-House of Canton. By the d'r coasting twilo 
existing regulations of commerce, all commanders of coasting vessels, without 

excepliou, are required, whenever they have purchased any foreign g6(>ds, to 
apply at the chiet Custom- l^ousc at (Jantou and ohtain a sealed manilest, stating 
the amount of each kind of goods, so as to prevent any claiidcstiiie purclnuies. 

Tliey arc also to he provided from Ihencc with a communication aadressed to 
the authorities in every province and "at all sea-ports, calling on them to search 
closely ; and if they find any foreign goods, not having the, stamp of the Canton 
Cu>tom House on them, to regard such goods as .smuggled, to try the offenders 
according to law, and to eonliscate both vessel and cargo. The law on this 
point is most I'.redsc. Now when flie interdict on opium is repealed, it will 
become an article of ordinary traffic, like :my other foreign commodity, and 
subject tlieroforo to the same regulations. i\ll commanders of coasting vessels, 
wisliing to purchase opium, should ihcrofore be recpiircd to ?cport their wishes to 
the Hong merchanls, hriugiiig goods to barter for it., and should thei» a[»ply at 
the Custom-House for a iiiauifcst and for a commuuicatiou from the Superin- 
tendent of Customs to the authorities in all the provinces aforesaid. Thus there 
being documents for rcfeicnce, bolli in tliis and the sea-'>f);u(l provinces, the 
native coasting vessels may be prevented from haviiig any elaudcsliiic dealings 
with the foreign ships at sea, and from smuggling away silver, 

8. The strict ])roliibitions existing against the cultivation of the |>oppy, 8. The poppy mu 
among the people, may be m some measure relaxed. Opium possesses soothing cultivated, 
properties, but is powerful iu its eflccts. Its soothing properties render it a 

lu.xury, greatly esteemed ; but its powerful effects arc such as readily to induce 
disease. The accounts given of the manner in which it is prepared among the 
foreigners are various ; hut in all probability it is not unmixed witli things of 
poisonous (juality. It is said that, of late yeais, it has been clandestinely prepared 
by natives, by boiling down the juicy matter from the poppy ; and that thus 
prepared, it possesses milder properties, and is lcs.s injurious, without losing its 
soothing influence. 'I'o shut out the imjmrtatiou of it by foreigners, there is no 
better plan than to sanction the cultivatioiraiul preparation 6f it ia the empire. 

It would seem right, therefore, to relax, in some measure, the existing severe 
proliibitions, and to dispense with the close scrutiny now called for to hinder its 
cultivation. If it be apprehended, Unit the simple jicoplc may leave the stem 
, and stay of life to amuse themselves with the twigs and branches, thereby ■ 
injuring the interests of agriculture, it is only necessary to issue [lerspicuous 
orders, reipiiimg them to coniine the cultivation of the poppy to the tops of 

' hills and\ mounds, and other unoccupied spots of ground, and on no account 
to iutcodiice it into their grain-fields, to the injury of that on which their 
subsistence depends. 

9. All officers, scholars,, and soldiers should be strictly prohibited and 9. 
disallowed the smoking of opium. We find in the original memorial of smoke 
Heu-Naetse, the Vice-President of the Sacrificial Court, the following observa- 
tipns: " It will bc.fouod on mminalion, that the smokers of opium are idle, 
lazy vagrants, hnving no useful purpose before them. And though some 

. smokci’s are to be found who have overstepped the threshold of age, jet they do 
not attach to (fie longlife of other menj But new births daily increase the popu- 
latbu..(>f':tfifi,;$$^f€i and there is no cause to apprehend a diminution therein. 

civil and military, and to the scholars and ^om.in6ii 



soldiers, the.^t are, cjilled oft duties |ittgnd„to the 

public good j tlie others, to. jqultivatft.tbejr* talents ap htjCMipe Jt -for .puliljct 
usefulness. None of them„thefefore,i shpuld* h,e ,pennlttcd to ,,copt)ract a prfigi* . 
ticCso bad, or to Ayalk in, a path which will,. ply lead to ,the. ptter <waste 
gf their tiiue and destruction of their p.rpi)erty.!’,,)iif- the lawS;jbe,?efMler<^ pyer,, 
strict, then ofleiidcrs, i^^qrder to. escape: the, penalty, iiyill he ..i^mpted to sca^etx^ 
one another. This, assuredly, is! npt tlien ,8o,,gopd.a plan, as to relaiji^ the pro-,';, 
hibitiops, and act upon men’s feeling of shame and self-condemnation. In thc;, 
latter case, gradual reformation may be expected a.s the result of conviction, ,, 
I lenec the original memorial also alludes to a reformation .noiselessly effected. !. 
The suggestions therein contained are worthy of regard and of adoption, llereaft^/, 
no attention shall be paid to the purchase and use of opium among the people. 
But if otliccrs, civil or military, .scholars, or coraniou soldiers,, secretly, purchase , 
and smoke the drug, they sliould be immediately degraded and dismissed, as , 
standing warnings to all who will not arouse and renovate themselves. , Orders, 
to this effect should be promulgated in all the provinces, and strictly enjoined 
in every civil and militiu-y ollice, by the superiors, on their subordinates, . 
to be faithfully obeyed by every ouc. And all who, paying apparent obedience,: , 
secretly transgress this interdict, .should be delivered oyer by the high pro- 
vincial authorities to the Civil or Military Board, to be subjected to .severCv.! 
investigation. 
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Memorial from the ConneiHor Choo-Tsun to the Emperor, iigainst the udtiiimon 

of Opium. 

October, 1836. \ 

ClIOO-TSL’N, Member of Ibe. Council and of the Board of Rites, kneeling,' 
pnsents the following inemorial, wherein he suggests the ]>ropriety of increasing 
the severity of certain prohibitory enactments, with a view to maintain the' 
di,gnity of the la\vs, and to remove a great evil from among the pcojtle: to this • 
end he respectfully states his views on the subject, and earnestly entreats Ills > 
.Sacred Majesty to cast a glance thereon. 

1 would humbly point 'Out, that wherever 5n evil exists, it should be at 
once removed ; and that the laws sliould never be suffered to I'all into desuetude. > ' 
Our (Jovernment having lecoivcrl from heaven the gift of peace, lm.s transmitted 
it for two centuries: this has aftbrded opportunity for the removal of evils from!^; 
among the people. For governing' the Central 'nation, and for holding in sU^'^' 
mission all the surrounding barbarians, rules exist perfect in their nature, arid '’ 
well fitted to attain their end. And in regard to opium, special eiiactinents 
were passed for thc prohibition of iis rise in the first ycai'of Keakirig (17!)6)‘; 
since then, memorials presented at various successivt pcriofls; have given rfae'to^, 
additional prohiliitions. all whiJi have heeii insertdd in the code arid the sev'et'ali^ 
tarifts. The law's.' then. relating thereto are not wanting in severity ; but ' thrire 
are those in office who, for want of energy, fail to caiTydhem into 'execfitidn* ''f 
Hence the jieople’s minds gradually becoluc callou.s ; and base desirtls simrigiag d 
up among them, iperease day 'by day arid month by month, j'tilt^’their Wnk?^ 
luxuriance lias spread ovee t^ whole em’|)irk i- Thesd' iKasopie tveed^ having'll, 
been long neglected, it has become impossible to . ■ei»ad,ieale. ■ And tlmsc ’tb %honif^ - 
this duly is intrusted ace, as if haritl-bound, wholly fit a loss what4» 
ini it When the foreign ghips convey opium- to the eoastyit is impbssHii^or thefftfo 
to sell it by retail. Hence there arc at' Cimtori; in’ the provhimt blfokers, - 
nameil ‘ inelters.^ . These eflgage-raiuncy.diaiJgei« to-arrauge tlm'piiM with the'* 
foreigners, andi to. obtain orders for them; tyitli wlndh”«ld^t!lhcy:pilSceed to- ' 
the recemng ship.'^j and thpre? thfc'vilc drag is de^ivdmt to the^.^'^'^hls part of'^ 
thc'transaction is notorious, arid 'the actors iri . it ardiicasayf'discobcrable'. ‘ TV' 
boats which carry the drug, and which are cJiiicd “ fast-crabs, V and " scraifeWil(^4?» 
drogonst-’’' areall .well .furnished vvith guns arid dthqr'-vfedpdnd' and-jity iheir^rs 
■asjawil’tly as: though lliey were-^wiiigsa: Thhir.:c»cW8H)ayb.allitherfqy« 
and audacity of iMratea.i : -Sfajill spchnlnhia befonffia^^iMi.j 
sui^unding seas' according of v. 

‘ ■ without investigation#}, v. u) ii 



laic’ Governor LooliVyifeg Oft ‘'Srie oefcasioft sent tHe'Con'iinodorc Tstri Powibiiiiy of pre- 
Yftchang to 'cooperate with Tech Po6, the ma^strate Ileahgslian, those venting it. 
officers seized a vessel belonging to IjCang Heenncc, wliich was carrying opium, 
arid but of her they took 1'4,000 catties of the drag. Punishment 'also ts'as 
inflictecl^on the criminals. Yaoukew and Owk wan, both of them opium-hrokefs. . 

Ifchce it is apparent, that, if the great officers in charge of the provinces 
do in truth show an exarhplc to theit civil and military subordinates, and 
if these do in sincerity search for the drag, and I'aitlifully seize it when tbuud, 
apprehending the most criminal, and inflicting upon them severe punishment, it' 

Is, in this ease, not impossible to attain the dcsired end. And if the officers are 
indeed active and strenuous in their exertions, and make a point of inflicting ' 
punishment on ofl'enders, will the pdople, however perverse iuid obstinate they 
may be, really continue fcarle.ss of the laws? No. The thing to be larneuted 
is, instability in maintaining the law.s— the vigorous execution thereof being 
often and suddenly exchanged for indolent laxity; 

t it has been represented, that advantage is taken of the laws against opium, Ocm-ional abuse uf 
y extortionate underlings and worthless vagrants, to benefit themselves. T.s it tbe laws, no argn- 
ot known, then, that where the (jovernment enacts a law there is nccc.ssai'ily against tliem. 
an infraction of that law ? And though tlic law should sometimes ho relaxed and 
become iiicft'cctual, yet surely it should not on that account he abolished ; any 
more than we would altogether cease to*eat liecause of diseased slojipagc of the 
throat. When liave not prostitution, gambling, treason, robbery, atul such like 
infractions of the laws, afl'orded occasions for extortionate underlings and wortli- 
Icss vagrants to benefit themselves, and by falsehood and bribery to amass 
wealth ? Of these there have been frequent instanec.s ; and as any instance i.s 
discovered, punishment is infl^icted. But none surely wmdd contend that the 
law, because in such instances rendered inefi’cctual, should tliercl’ore be 
abrogated! Tlie laws that forbid tlic people to do wrong may he likened to the 
dykes which prevent the overflowing of water. If any buc, then, urging that 
the dykes are very old, aud therefore useless, should have them thrown down, 
what w’ords could express the consccjuenecs of the impetuous rush and all- 
destroying overflow! Vet the provincials, when discussing the suljjeet of opium, 
being perj)lcxcd and bewildered By it, think that a praliihition whicli does not 
utterly prohibit, is belter than one which does not effectually prevent, the 
importation of the drug. Day*and night 1 have meditated on this, and can in , , , 

truth see no, wisdom in the opinion. - - .1 

, It is said that the opium should be admitted, subject to a duty, the Iniproprictyofsanc- 
importers being required to give it into the hands of the Uon.g merchants, in 
barter only for mercliaudize, without being allowed to sell it for money. And '‘^''3'*“^*' 
this is proposed as a means of preventing money secretly oozing out of the 
country. But tire English, by whom opium is sold, have been driven out to 
LijuUn so long since as the tirst year . of Taoukwang (1S21), when the then 
Governor of Kwangtung and Kwangse discovered and punished the warehousers 
of. opium : so long have they been expelled, nor have they ever since imported 
it into Macao. Having once suppressed the trade and driven them away, shall 
we now again call upon them and invite them to return ? This would be, 
indeed, a derogation from the true dignity of Government. As to the propo.si- . 
tion to give tea in exchange, and entirely to prohibit the exportation of even 
foreign silver, I apprehend that, if the tea should not be found sufficient, money . 
wdl still be given in exchange for the drug. Besides, if it is in our power to 
prevent tbe cx.portation of dollars, why not also to prevent the importation of 
opium ? And if we can but prevent the importation of opium, the exportation 
of dollars will then ceaso of itself, and the two offences will both at once he 
stopped. Moreover, is it not better, by continuing the old enactments, to find 
even a partial remedy for the evil, than by a change of the laws to increase the . 
importation still farther? As to levying a duty on opium, the thing sounds so 
awkwardly, and reads so unbeseemingly, that such a duty ought surely not to 
belevied. i ^ • 

Again, it is said that the prohibitions against the planting of the poppy by impolicy of 
n^t^Ves should he relaxed; and that the direct consequences will be daily donlogthe growth 
diminution of the profits of foreigners^ and in course of time, the entire ces*'?*'d»i«|PPji 
sation of the trade ^Srithout the aid of prohibitions. Is it, then, forgotten that 
it is natural to the common people to prize things heard of only by tlje ear,‘hyit. 
and to i}hdervslue ,t.h68e whit^ are before their eyes,-~-to pass by those things 
■■ ■' Z ^ 
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which near at hand, and to seek after those which are afar off,— and, thou^ 
they have a thiii^; iu their own land, yef to esteem more highly such as comes 
to^them from beyond the seas'? Thus, in Keangsoo, Chekeang, Fuhkeea, and 
Kwangthng, they will not quietly be guided by the laws of the Empire, but 
must needs make use of foreign money : and this foreign money, though of an 
inferior standard, js nevertheless exchanged by them at a liighcr rate than the 
native syece silver, which is pure. And although money is cast iu China after 
exactly the same pattern, under the names of Keangsoo pieces, Fxdikeen pieces, 
and native or Canton ])ieces, yet this money has not been able to gixin currency 
among the ])eople. Thus, also, the silk and cotton goods of China are not 
sufficient in quantity; and Vet the broadcloths, and camlets, and cotton goods, 
of the barbarians from beyond the pale of ‘the fiuipii’c aro in constant request. 
Taking men generally, the minds of all arc equally uneidightencd in this 
rcsj)cct, so that all men prize xvhat is strange., and undervalue whatever is in 
ordinary use. 

The outgoing nf From Fuhkeen, Kw’angtung, Chekeang, Sliantung, Yunnan, and Kweichow, 

money not hindoicd memorials have been preseiiteel by tlic Censors and otiier officers, requesting 

thereby. jxroliibitions should be enacted against the cidtivation of the ]>opi)y, and 

against the preparation of opium ; but while nominally prohil)ited, tlie culti- 
vation of it has not been really stopped iu those places. Of any of those 
provinces, except Y unnan, I do not j3resume to speak ; but of that portion, 
of the country I have it in my pQwer to say, that the popjiy is culti- 
vated all over the hills and the open eani[)ai;::;n, and that the quantity of 
opium annually produced theic cannot he Jcs,s than several thousand chests. 
And yet ;ve do not. set^ any dimimitioii in the quantity of silver exported, as 
compared with any previous period ; while, on the other hand, the lack of the 
rnclal in Yunnan is donltle in degree what it formerly w'as. To what cause is 
this to be a.serihcd? To what but tliat the enn.suincrs of the drug arc very 

many, and that those vvlio are choice and dainty, with regard to its quality, 

prefer always the foreign article? 

And the cniiiv:iti«m Those, of your Majesty’s advisers who com()arc the drug to the dried lent 

of grain. Ae., will of the lobacep plant are in error. ’I'lio tobacco leaf does not tlc.stroy the 
be injured by It. hmuaii coaslitutiou. The profit too arising'from the sale of tobacco is stnall, 

while that arising from opium is largo. Besides, tobacco may be cultivated on 
bare and barren ground, while tlie i«)])py needs a rich and fertile soil. If all 
(he rich and fertile ground be used for planting the poppy, and if the people, 
hoping for a l.'irge profit therefrom, madiy engage in its cultivation, w'here wfill 
llax and the mulberry tree he <;ultivated, or wheat and rye he planted? To 
draw off in this way the waters of the great fountain, requisite for the pro- 
duction of food and raiment, and to lavish them upon the root whence calamity 
and disaster spring forth, is an etTor which may be compared to that of a 
physician, who, when treating a mere external disease, should drive it inwtu'ds 
to the heart and centre of the body. It may in such a case be found impossible 
even to preserve life. And shall the fine fields of Kwangtung, that produce 
their three crops every year, he given up for the cultivation of this noxious 
weed, — those fields in comparison with which tlie unequal soil of all other parts 
of the Empire is not even to be mentioned ? 

The corruption and To sum up the matter, the wide-spreading and banefol influence of ojmim, 
S^e^cthediief regarded simply as injurious to property, is of inferior importance; but 

./objections against regarded as hurtful to the people, it demands most anxious consideration ; 

opium. " for in the people lies the very foundation of the empire. Preparly, it is true, is 
that on which the subsistence of the people depends. Yet a dt^biency of it 
may be supplied, and an impoverished people improved; whereas it is beyond 
the power of any artificial means, to save a people enervated by luxury. In the 
history ot Formosa we find .the following passage: “ Opium was firet produced 
in Kaoutsinne, which by some is said to be the same as Kalapa (or Batavia). 

The natives of this place were at tlie first sprightly and active, and befog good 

soldiers, were always successful in battle. But the people called Hti^foiaou 
(Red-haired) came thither, and having manufactured opium, seduced sOiJle of 
tlie natives into the habit of smoking it ; from these the mania for it irhpidly 
spread throughout the whole nation;. so that, in process of time, natives 
i’ceame feeble and enervated, submitted to the foreign rule, and ultitnately were 
twL rfits subjugated.” Now the English are of the race of . foreigners' tolled 

tcri ' ^ In introducing opium foto thjq.iwuutry, thefopurptoq Iw been 
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to weaken and enfeeble the Central Empire. If not early aroused to a sense of 
our danger, we shall find ourselves, ere long, on the last step towards ruin. 

• - . The repeated instances, within a* few years, of the barbarians in question 
bavii^ assumed an attitude of -outrageous disobedience; and the stealthy 
entrance of their ships into the provinces of Fuhkeen, Chekeang, Keangnan, 
and Sl^ntung, and even to Teentsin, — -to what inotive arc these to be alUi- 
buted? 1 am truly unable to jmswer the inquiiy. But, reverently perusing 
the sacred instructions of your Majesty’s all-wise progenitor, surnaincd the 
Benevolent [Kanghe], 1 find the- following remark by him, tlated the lOtli 
■month of the f)5th year of his reign (1717):-^-“ There is cause for apprehension, 
lest, in centuries or millenniums to come, China may be enclangercd by collision 
with the various nations of the West, who come hither from beyond the seas.” 

I look upwards and admiringly contemplate the gracious consideration of that 
all-wise progenitor, in taking thought for the concerns of barbarians beyond the 
empire, and giving the distant future a place in his divine and all-pervading 
foresight. And now, vyithin a period of two centuries, we actually see tlie 
commencement of that danger which he apprehended, Tliough il is not prac- 
ticable to ])ut a sudden and entire stop to their commercial intercourse ; yet the 
danger should Ix' duly considered and provided against ; the ports of the several 
provinces should be guarded with all stiictiicss ; aud some chastisement should 
be administered, as a warning and foretaste of ulial may be anticipated. 

Under date of the 23n1 year of Keaking (1818), your INlajesty’s benevolent Policy to bo adoptci 
predecessor, snriiamed the I’rofound, dy’ceting the (lovernor oi' Canton to adopt ttem* 

measures to coritroul aud restrain the barbarians, addressed him in live following 
terms : “ 'fhe empire, in ruling and rcslriiining tlie barbarians beyond its 
boundaries, gives to them always fixed rules aud regulations. Upon those who 
are obedient, it lavishes its rich favours ; but to the rebcllioii.s aud ilisobedient 
it displays its terrors. Kespeeting the English trade at Canton, aud the 
anchorage grounds of their merchaut-sbi])S ami oJ' tlnir naval l onvoys, regula- 
tions have long since been made. If the people afufc«aid, will not obey these 
regulation.s, aud will persist in opposition to the jii’oUibitory enactments, the 
first step to be taken is, to impress earnestly upon them the plain connnunds 
of Government, aud to display before them alike both the favours and the 
terrors of the empire, in order W eradicate from their minds afl their covetous 
aud ambitious schemes. If, notwithstanding, they dare to continue in violent 
and outr.agcous op)) 0 .sition, iftrd ijresume to pass over the allotted bounds, 
forbearance must then cease, and a thundering fire J'rom our cannon must be 
opened upon them, to make tliem (juake bcliae the terror of our arms, in 
short, the principle on which tlie ‘ far-travelled strangers are to be cl)crished ’ is 
tliis; always, in the first inslanee, to employ reason as the weapon whereby to 
compier them ; and on no account to assume u violent and vehement de])ort- 
ment towards them ; but wlien ultimately it becomes necessary to resort to 
■military force, then, on the other hand, never to employ it in a weak and 

* indecisive manner, lest those towards whom i( is cxcrcisi.d should see therein 
s no cause for fcai' or dread.” IJow dear and luminous are these admonitions, 

!■ well fitted to become a rule tq all generations ! 

Since yoim Majesty’s accession to the throne, the ma.xim of your illustrious Ruin mscA in tl 
house, that ‘ horsemanship and archery are the foundations of its existence,’ ^7 oP'™* 
i^lias ever been carefully remembered. And hence the Governors, the Lieulenant- 
f ' Governors, the Commanders of their Forces, and their subordinates, have again 
■' -and again been du’ected to p.ay the strictest attention to the discipline andcxeixrise 
iOf the troopsy r .d of the tutval forces ; and have been urged aud required to 
(Create. by their exertions strong and powerful legions. With admiration I 
contemplate my sacred Sovereign’s anxious care lor imparting a military as well 
as a civil; education, prompted as this anxiety is by the desire to establish on a 
finn basis the foundations of the empire, aud to liold in ane the barbarians on 
every side. But while the stream of importation of o[)jura is not turned aside, 
it is impossible to attain any certainty that none within the camp do ever 
. seocetly inhale tlie drug. And if* the camp be once contaminated by it, the 
4 baneful influence will work its way, and the habit will be contracted beyond the 
i'-jpower of reform. 'When the periodical times of desire for it come round, how 
?ean the. victims — their legs tottering, their hands trembling, their eyes flowing 
■with cbiW-like t^ars — be able in any way to attend to their proper exercises ? 

' Or hoW’Cp; iuch men form strong and powerful legions ? Under these circum* 



tuBCCK) 'the > military \viih become :&like iniitt to ‘advance to the fight, ‘or iri a 
®etrcat,t(> defend their posta; ■ Ofsthis there' is clcar'proof in the Instance of Ihe 
campaigniagainst the. Yaod' rebdsj ih the ISth- year of our Sovereign’s reign 
(I8tj2). In the army sent! to Leenchow, on that occasion, great . numhera' of 
the soldiers wore opium-smokers ; so that although their numerical force' was 
large, tJiore was liardly any strength to he; found among them. 

Impopaibiliiy of It is said, indeed, that when rcpenlihg the prohibitions, the people only are 
stopping this, fit- to bc allowed to deal, in and smoke the drug ; and that none of the officers, the 
copt by utter prohi- auj the military, arc to be allowed this liberty. But this is' bad 

casuistry. It is equal to the popular proverb, “ shut a woman’s ears before you 
steal her ear-rings ”-^an absurdity. The officers, with all the stdiolarsVUhd 
the military, do not amount in number to more than onc-tenth of the wh^le 
pojtulation of the empire ; and the otlier nine-tenths arc all *tho common peojife. 
The great' majority of those wlio at present smoke opium aro the relatives and 
dependents of the officers of Government, whose example lias extended the 
practice to tlie mercantile classes, and has gradually contaminated the inferior 
officers,, the military, and the scholars. Those wlio do not .smoke are the 
common people of the villages and hamlets. If, then, the officers, the scholai’s, 
and the military, alone, be prohibited smoking opium, while all the people are 
permitted to deal in and smoke it, this will be to give a full license to tho.se 
of the people who already indulge in it, and to induce tliose who have never yet 
indulged in the habit to do so. And if if is even now to be feared that some 
.will continue smokers in spite of all prohibition.s, is it to bc hoped that any will 
refrain wlieu they are actually induced by the (Jovernincnt to indulge in it ? 

Uc.side 3 , if the people he at liberty to smoke 0 ])iiim, how shall the olfieers, 
the scholar.^, and the military' be prevented? What! of the officers, the 
scholars, and the military, are there any that arc born in civil or military 
situations, or that arc born scholars, or soldiers'? All certainly arc raised up 
from the level of the common people. I'o take an instance : let a vacancy 
occur in a body of soldiers ; it must necessarily be filled u)> by recruits from 
among the people. But tlie great majority of recruits are men of no character 
or respectability, and, if while they were among the common peoi)lc they were 
smokers cf opium, by wliat bauds of law sha(l they be restrained when they 
become .soldiers, after the, habit has been already contracted, and has so taken 
hold of, them that it is beyond their power to brejik it off? Such a j)olicy w'as 
that rcl'crred to by Mencius, when be spoke of “ entrapping the j)eopic.” And 
if the officers, tlie scholars, and the military', smoke tlie drug in the quiet of 
their own families, by wliat means is this to he discovered or prevented '? 
JShoul.d.an officer .be unable to restrain himself, shall then his clerks, his 
followers, liis domestic servants, have it in their power to make his failing their 
play-tiling, and by the knowledge of hi.s secret to hold his situation at their 
disposal? We dread falsehood and bribery, and yet we would thus widen the 
door to admit them. We are anxious to prevent the amassing of wealth by 
unlawful means, and yet by this policy we would ourselves increase ojiportu- 
nilies for doing so. A father, in such a case, would no longer bc ab}9 to 
reprove his'son, an elder brother to restrain' his jfinior, nor a master to ihile his 
own household. Will not thi.s policy, then, be every way calculated to stir up 
strife? Or if happily tlie thing should not run to this extreme, the conse- 
quences will, yet be equally bad r secret enticement and mutual cohnivahee will 
ensue, untif the very commonness of the practice shall render it no longer * 3 ! 
subject of .siirprise. From this I conclude, tliat to, permit the geop/e.to deal. ia^ 
the drug and smoke.it, at the same time that, the officers, the sradlars, and tho 
military, are to be prohibited Ihexise.of it, will; be found to^be fraught with' 
difliculties. .. . , .-. 

Pre^nt state of. present .moment, tlirou^out the empire,, the minds of men are in 

joorak among tIi«!R|mmincnt danger; the more foolish, being seduced by teachers of false^ 

. Foph, 1 td^clow^^'doc^'incs, arc sunk in vain superstitions' and .canndt .be aroused; and' the more 
me * intelligent, being intoxicated by opium, are carried away as -by a whirlpool, lanrh 

are beyond recovery,. Most thouglitftilly’ have I sought Tor some plail ,.%y!» 
;i which to and awaken all,;, but in vain., . iWliilfif -botireverv thp emah4> 

preserves and maintaijw its lawsj the plain and honest .rustic ■will see what^e? 
hqs to fear, attd will be deterred, from evil; and,. the man of intelligeooe; and: 
cultivated habits ynll learn, what is wrong in himself, and will refrain from if?l 
And .thus,' thor^hi the, laws l»e (declared by some hr,: be hut |japet;;.yetf 



^these, their unseen effeets TriJl hf inKfeifliog nature.; I,f,i 6 n the dfher hand, 

^the prohibitiuns be .su(ld?®lyt;repeale4i <ai«i- the action which was a crime be no 
jonger. counted such-bj^ the-goyenuneut, how shall the dull clown and the mean 
■hmong the people know, that tlid; action is still in itself wrong ? Iij opcujday, 
and with unblushing fiontfcihey. will 'continue to use opium till they shall be- 
come lo accustomed to it,- that eweatually ;thcy will find it as indispensable as 
their, daily,, meat and drink,, and wiJU; dnlude the noxious drug with perfect 
,indifl’ercoce..,;,When shame shall thus! be .entirely destroyed, and fear removed 
wholly out of the way, the evil consequences that will result to morality and to 
■the minds of men, will assuredly be neither few nor unimportant. As yoUr 
;i(^nj<!Sty’s. Miuistci'j I know^ that'theda^s of the empire, being in their existing 
St^e well fitted to eflect . their enrl, , will not for any slight cause be changed. 

Biit the proposal to alter Ihc' law on this .subject having been made and dis- 
cussed in the provinces, the instant effe,ct has been, tliat crafty thieves and 
villains have on all bands begun to raise their heads and open their eyes, 
gazing about, and, pointing the finger, under the notion that, when oh'ce those 
prohibitions are repealed, thenceforth and for ever they may regard themselves 
free from every restraint, and from every cause of fear. 

'riiougU possessing very poor abilities, I have nevertheless had the happi- Conclusion, 
ness to enjoy- the favour of your sacred Majesty, and have, within a space of Measures rccor 
but few years, been raised Uirough the several grades of the Censorate, and the 
Presidency of, various courts in the metropolis, to the high elevation of a seat 
in the Inner Council. 1 have been eopiously embued witli the r’ch dew of 
f:\vours ; yet have been unable to oiler the feeblest token of gratitude ; but if 
there is aught within the coinptiss of my knowledge, I dare not to pass it by 
unnoticed. I icel it my duty lo re(|nest that your M.ajcsty’s commands may be 
proclaimed to the Governors and Lieutenant-Governors of all the jmivinces, 
rciiuirlng tlunn to direct the local officers to redouble their efforts for the 
enforcement of the existing jirohihition [against opium] ; and to impress on 
every one, in the plainest and strictest manner, that all who are already con- 
taminated by the vile liahit must return and become new men, — that if any 
continue to walk in their, former courses, strangers to repentance and to 
refimnalion, they shall assurixlly be subjected to the full penalty of the law', 
and sliall not meet with the least indulgence,— and that on any found guilty of 
storing up or selling opium loathe amount of 1.000 catties or upwards, liie most 
severe punishment .shall he inflicted. Thus happily the minds of men maybe 
impressed with fear, and the report thcrcoti spreading over the seas (among 
foreigners), may even there produce reformation. Submitting to niy Sovereign 
my feeble, and obscure view's, I prostrate implore your sacred Majesty to cast' a 
glance on this my respectful memorial. . 


Juplpsure 6 ill No. 90 . ' 

Afmqriql^from the Ueu^Kw, against the admission of Opium. 

' ■ October, 

' HEU-'KEW, ' Sub-Censor- over the Military Department, kneeling, 
presents this memorial, ' to point ; out the increasing craftincs.s cxerci.sed by 
foreigners' from, bey6nd the feeas,- in ' their pursuit of ' gain, and the daily 
dimimition of the resourced -of the effipite ; on which' subjects he respectfully 
dffers hi^. -views, and requeStS'tluit the Imperial pleasure niay lie declared to the 
Ministerk .of the Court, commanding them maturely to consider what means 


Preamble., 



for. two centuries. Within*- life four, s^asv wealth and ppulence Iiave reignedv inercHsed valueij 
and the. Central Btfipirc has been ehablM' from her bwh resoui e'es te supjdy, her *!|*®^* ' - 

owa-,nece89iiUc§.: .'''*Wefetwafdf to tke-nml? territory of Turkestan, and southward , ^ 
tO!^4mtaii=;andiKwangtung,‘thdre'i8 n'ot ii place whither her merchants may not; 
g^,}rnon«iSpot.whereher treafewres. W'silVijr'dd'not Circulate. In, the, rcighjbf 
Kcenlang’ihft ti^asuty wai^ -fott Shobiidingi artd even thp cottage' of jhq 

paapqi^fc ^oyi^ y Idbty. trfreireate-ab # pdre' Silver then hlwats 





for 1000 of tbe standard coin, an equal amount of fine silver now costs from 
1400 to 1 500 of the same coin. Anil this ifitle silirer is daily lessening in quaU'. 
tity, and the price still rising from day to day, so that for want of it the officers 
of Government and the people are both alike 'crippled. Some, in discussing 
this suhjcctj represent tliait the change arises from the daily multiplication of 
births, ill ci)nsc([ucnce of which money is daily more distributed, so thatfcvcry 
day renders it in a. greater degree inadequate. They forget that, if distributed 
True cau?c of this f hiiia alone, if may after distribufidn he re-gathered. But the tnio cause 
-^ta ciportatioD. why silver has of late daily diminished in quantity is, that, having been clandes- 
tinely carried out beyond the seas, it has been hnjiossiblc to gather it in again 
from the jilaces of its distribution. 

Which i.aocca.-<umi'd According to the informalion thiat 1 have obtained, the sale of opium is the 

chiefly by the opium medium through which money is drained off, and carried beyond the seas. 

In the first year of Kcaking, the opium sold by foreigners in Kwangtung did 
not exceed a few hundred chests. The number has now increased to upwards 
of 20,000 chests. These include three distinct kind.s, the “black -earth,” tlic 
“white-skinned,” and the “red-skinned.” The price of each chest is from 
800 to 900 dollars for the best, and from 500 to (500 for tlic inferior ([uality. 
This applies to what is sold in the province of Kwangtung. With regard to the 
other provinces, the vessels of which carry on illicit traffic with the receiving 
ship.- at Jiutin,it is difficult to obtain any full and complete statement respecting 


tfad«. 


them. 

Anniiftl lo.ss to tlin 'I'lm amount annually lost to the country is about ten and some odd mil- 
couutry. lions of money. Tlic money tinis lo-st was, at first, the foreign money where- 

with foreigners had pre\ ioasIy purchased goods ; now it is entirely the fine silver 
of the inner land, cast into a (lillerciit form at Macao, Formerly the rorcigners 
imported money, to purchase the merchandizo of the country ; but now it ha.s 
all been carried back. In the first instance it was their practice to recast the 
foreign money, fearing lest any discovery should bo made of their transactions ; 
hut now thcy'ojienly carry away syccc silver. The ships whidi, as they bring 
commodities of all kinds, anclior at Whampoa, used I'onnerly to have oiiiuia 
concealed in their holds. But in the first year of Taoukwang (1821), owing to 
a petition from .one Ye llangshoo, investigation was made, and the Hong 
mercliants have always since then been required to sign bonds, that no foreign 
vessel which enters the jiort of Canton has any opium on board ; luid from that 
period, the opium-receiving ships have all anchored at Lintin, only going 
4th or 5th month of every year (May or Juno) to tlie anchorage of Kapsliwiy 
Moon, and in the 9lh month (October) returning to Lintin. In the loth year 
(1833), the foreigners discovered that the anchorage of Kumsing iVloon affords 
more perfect security and since then they have removed their anchorage from 
Kapshwuy Moon to Kumsing Moon, Tlie latter place is near to the villages 
Kepa and Tangkea, pertaining to the district of lleangshan ; and the anchorage 
of the ships there, inexpedient as it is for the people resident in those villages, is 
not the less convenient for such traitorous natives as arc in combination with the 
foreigners. 

Ways in which sil-' One method employed to take away money, from the country is this; to 
ver b exported, . ;make out false names of ships that have been to China some years before, ships 
of which the captains do not exist, and the parties concerned in whi(;h are dead; 
and then to represent, that, at a time stated, such~an-onc had deposited such au 
amount of money in the hands of so-and-so, and that the applicant now wishes 
to carry it away, on behalf of the party named. The Hong merchants make 
artful jietitions of this kind for the foreigners, and thus obtaui'qtermissioa for , 
, them to carry away money. Another method is, to have money put in tke same 
packages with mcrchaudize. 

ISi® (ttMccrs'g^tr’ It is since the suppression of the pirates in the reign of Kcaking that 
of teo&«i.e9i. opium has gradually blazed up into notice. At t^rst the annual sale of it did not 
' exceed in value a few millions ; but of late it has risen to nearly twenty mil- 
lions ; and the increase and uccumnlatiou of the amount, from day to day/^d 
from month to month, is more than can bd told. How can it be otlicrwise than 
that the silver of China is lessened, and rendered insufficient, even daily ! r«But 
tliat it has gone to this length, is altogether attributable to the conduct of^Bie 
gteat officers of the above-named province, in times past — to their , sloth '‘ and 
remissness, their fearfuluess and timidity, their anxiety to show themselves 
liberal and indulgent^— by which they have been led to neglect obedience to the 




prohibitoi 7 enactment,, fail in the stnctenfo^^ of tiie precautionary 

regulations. , ?• . 

Our empire is wisesandgood in all its laws and statutes. . Regulations have How (.hall the < 
been enacted, in regard opening and working of mines, with ayicw'totlheir portation of sUi 
entire]^ preservation, because this silver, possessed in China, is not to he found 
native elsewhere. If, then, the exhaustible .stores of this empire be taken, to fill 
up an abyss of barbarian nations that' never can he filled, unless measures be 
speedily adopted to prevent it, our loss will, witliin ten years, amount to thou- 
sands of niilUon.s, and where will be the end of this continual out-pouring? 

Some reasoners on the subject say,. “ Cut oft’ entirely coiumercial intercourse. Not by stoppage 
and sacrifice one million of duties to retain in the country twenty millions of 
money ; the loss v'ill be small, the. gain great.” They forget that the various 
countries of the west havet had commercial intercourse here for many vear.s ; and 


that in one day to put an entire slop to it would not fjidy he denigatory to the 
high <ligiiity of the Celestial Empire, but would also, we may fear, be |)roductivc 
of any hut good I’csults. Others say, “ Repeal the proiiibitions against opium, Nor by admissi 
let it he given in exchange for merchandize, and let a duty be levied upon it. "f opium. 

Thus our money will be saved from waste, and tlie customs duties will ])e ren- 
dered more abundant, sothat a double advantage w ill he gained.” These forget, 
that, since? — even while the law tends to prohibit the drug, the fine silver is 
nevertheless drawm off, and opium abundantly imported — there is roon\ to floubt 
whether merchaudize will always be taken in e.xehangc for the drug, when the 
sale of it shall be made public, and may be carried on with open eyes and 
unblushing boldness, and when the importation of it will eonsequentiy ho greatly 
increased. A case in point is that of the shijis bringing foreign rice to Canton : in 
eonsccpienco of a representation to the throne, these ships are freed from the tax 
called “ inea«urement charge,” only being required to take return cargoes of 
mfrehandize ; and now the S|)anish and other rice-laden ships have made it a 
practice to take their returns in apecie. From this we may see, that, whenever 
the j)rohibition of opium shall be repe:iled, an increase in the clandestine 
drawing oil’ of silver will he an ine\itable consequence. 

.Moreover, if the sale of the drug be not pixthibited, neither can men he .Arsumcnts agai 
prevented from iidudiug it. 'And if only the officers of government and the opium, on groniK 
military he prohibited, these being all taken from the scholars and common auipoli 

people, what ground will bcH'ound for any .suc-h partial jirohibition to rest upon ( 

Besides, having^a clear conviction that the thing is highly injurious to men, to 
permit it, notwithstanding, to pervade the empire— nay, even to lay on it a 
duty — is conduct ([uite incompatible with the uninjured dignity of the great 
and illu.strious Celestial Empire. In my humble view' of the ease, the exporta- 
tion of syccc silver to foreign regions, and the importation of opium, arc both 
rightly interdicted. But local oflieers, having received the interdicts, have not 
strefluously enforced them, and hence the one coming in has produced the 
.-;Out-goiiig of the other. If in place of reprehending their failure strenu- 
ously to enforce them, lhe.se prohibitions be even now repealed, this will 
be indeed to encourage the^ vicious among the people, and to remove all fault 
from the local officers. But how, when once thi.s prohibition of opium is witli- 
drawn, shall the interdict against the exportation of syccc silver he rendered • 
fitrict ? It cannot be so ; for wc shall then ourselves have removed the barriers. 

It w’cre better that, instead of altering and changing the laws and enactments, 
and utterly breaking down the barrier raised by them, the old established regu- 
lations sho\']'l.be diligently maintained, and correction be severely employed. 

Now between the inner land and the outer seas, a wide separation exists, h w practicable 
The traitorous natives who sell the opium cannot alone, in person, carry on the 
traffic with the foreign ships. To purchase wholesale, lliere are brokers. To “ \ ;**™*”*' 

arrange all transactions, tliere are the llong merchants. To give ordem to he!;', ,, 

carried to the receiving shi'^s, that from them the drug may be obtained, thci^ 

.are resident barbarians. And to ply to and fro for its conveyance, there ar^.i^,. - x' i' 

■boats called 'fast crabs.’ From 4:he great Ladronc Island, at the entrance of " 

Abe inner seas, to Kumsing Moon, there are all along various naval stations } 
i«nd to. bring in foreign vessels there are pilots appointed ; so that it cannot b^' . 
a difficult thing to keep a constant watch upon the ships. And even tipmgh 
from Fnhkeen and Cliekeang, front the ports of Shanghae and Teentsin, ^^sels 
should repair dirpctly to the receiving ships to trade with them, yet, situated as 
thw anchorage is, in the inner seas, what is there to prevent such vessels from 
b^Qg ,<^|(|cry{3|^ Md ^et, of late years, there has.^^n, only a 
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solitary instance, namely 
Teen Poo, magistriiitc 
naval fdircii, fcapfured one single 
wc have, seen but little of selzirfes. ’' The "reason isV' that the men wh'o' arfe 
appointed to observe and ‘thatch for offenders' rcceiV«‘”presents to pass: over al! 
things, and observe nothing. - " * 

From times of old it Jlas been a maxim, in reference to ruling barbarians, 
to (leal closely with, vi’liat is witbin, but to (leal in general with that which is 
without, — first to govern one’s self; and- only to govern otliers.’ Wc must 
then, in the first jilaee, estahlisli strict regulations for the pmusliuicnt of 
offences ; and afterwards we may torn to 'the traitorous natives who sell Ibc 
drug, the Hong merchauts who arrange the transactions, the brokers who 
purchase wholesale, the boat-people wlio convey the drug, anti the naval officers 
w'ho receive bribes; and, having with ‘the utmost strictness diseovciTd and 
apprehended these offenders, wc must inflict on them the severest punishments 
of the law. In this way, the inhabitants of the inner land may be awed and 
purified. 

The resident barbarians dwell separattdy in the foreign factories. In the 
FJio (Creek) factory is one namt^d Jardine, and who is nick-named the Iron- 
headed old rat ; also one named Innes ; in the Paoiisliuu factory, is one named 
Dent; also one named Framjec, and ont^ named Merwmijee: in the Fimgtacj 
factory is one named Dadabhoy: in the Kwangyiien (American) factory is one 
nainc(l Gordon : in the Maying (Imperial)' factory i.s one named M’luteman : in 
the Spanish factory is one named Turner : and bcsid(\s these are, I appreliend, 
many others. The treatment of those within having been rendered severe, we 
may next turn to those resident foreigners, examine and appreliend them, and 
keep them in arrest ; then acquaint them with the established rogiilnlions, and 
compel them, within a limited period, to cause all the n^eeiving ships anchored 
at l.intin to return to their country : — they should he lerjuired also to write a 
letter to the king of their country, telling him that oitiiim is a poison which has 
pervaded the inner land, to the material injury of the people ; that the Celestial 
Euipirc has iiifiictcd on. all the traitorous uatiA’cs who sold it the severest 
penalties ; tliat with regard to themselves, the rc'sidcnt foreigners, the govern-, 
ment taking into consideration that they are barbarians ami alien.*, forbears to 
pass sentence of death on them; but that if the opuiin receiving ships will desist 
from coming to China, they shall be indulgently released and permitted to con- 
tinue their commercial interroui'sc as usual ; whereas, if tliey will again Imild 
receiving vessels, and bring them hither to entice the natives, the commercial 
intercourse granted them in teas, silks, &c., shall assuredly be altogether inter- 
dicted, and on the resident foreignt;rs of the said nation the laws shall be 
executed capitally. If commands be issued of this plain and energetic character, 
in language strong, and in sense becoming, though their nature be the most 
abject — that of a dog or a sheep, yet, having a care for their own lives, they will 
not fail to seek the gain, and to flee the danger. ; 

Some think this mode of proceeding too severe, and fear lest it should 
give rise to a contest on our frontiers. Again and again 1 have revolved this 
subject in my mind, and reconsidered how that, while in their own country no 
opium is smoked, the barbarians yet seek to poi.son therewith the people of the 
Central flowery land ; and that while they bring to us no foreign .silver, they yet 
would take aw'ay our native coin ; and f have therefore regarded them as 
undeserving that a single careful or anxious thought should be entertained on 
their behalf. Of late, the foreign vessels have presumed to makiTlttcir way into 
every place, and to cruise about in the inner seas. Is it likely that in this they 
have no evil design of spying out our real strength or weakness ? K now they 
he left thus to go on from step to step? and their conduct be wholly pa-s^sed over, 
the wealth of the land must daily waste away and he diminished. And if when 
our .people are worn out, and our wealth rendered insufficient, anydi^culty 
sh<)^' then, even by the slighest chance, as one in ten tbousancl, turn up, hoy^ 
1 y^Id ask, shall it be warded off? Rather than to be utterly overthrotit^ 
»lj^kfter, it is better to exercise con.sideration and forethought now, while 
^^posscssion of the right gives us such energy and strength, that those 

will not dare to slight and contemn (iur government ; nor (U may he 
jrhWd) have any longer the means of exercising their petty arts and deyifces* ' 
^ Regarding this as a subject of importance, 1 have given it the j|^t attWtive 
investigation; and having formed my own views thereon, it ish^Ung lhat I 
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should delineate and clearly state them. To determine as to their correctness, 
orotherwise, It is niy duty to request that your Majesty’s pleasure may be 
declared to the Ministers of the Court, requiring them with full purjiosc of lieart 
to take into consideration these views. Laying them before your sacred Majesty, 
I [)roj^ratc implore iny Sovereign to cast a glance upon them. A respectful 
memorial. 


. Hnpplmentary i^fntemrnf. 

FURTllMRMORU, in regard to the rcsideiuTof the foreign barbarians at of fo- 

Macao, the proliibitory enactments are very fnll and clear. Jhit 1 have lu'ard 
that it has of late been usual for llie barbarians to sit in large native sedans, 
and to lure natives lo <‘arry tlicm : also to hire native females for piirposi’s of 
prostitution, who are called ‘ ta-fan.’ Moreover, their merchant sliips are not 
allowedly (he rc'gulations to discharge their cargoes elandestinely at Macao; 
hur of late it lias become cuslomary ior only 11io>e shi|)s lo make their anehor- 
age at Wliainpoa, which li;ive return cargoes of miTeliaiuli/e to take away; 
while the others never enter tlie port, nor announee their ai rival. These last 
send their Ihic'r and lighter goods, on hoard the. boat.-i called ‘ fast crabs, ’ J'roni 
Kuinsing Moon and ntlier [daces, fior sale. The coarser and heavier iroods, 
they nnlaw'tully send in cargo boats (krect to the Stadt-house ww Chiiic'^e Sla) 
at Macao ; alUT which th(:y call ujion |Iie Hong mcurliants to ;iir(> ( hon-hoals to 
eoiwcy them to the provincial city, and exchange them feu' other goods,— thus 
not only evading the measurement charge and duties, hut also avoiding 
examination on the part of the. nathc authorities. 

Rut the extreme (‘ase is tins:— at Macao, on the outside of the gate (‘ailed 'lli<ir v.mI-.muc. 
tlu' DiU li-gate, are v(*ry numc'rous gra\es of the natives. In the second month 
of tile present year, the loreigiiers made a wide roatl there*, levelling entirely 
llu; graves. Ihe Suli-Rrcfcct stationed at the [dace reporled this to his 
sujieriors ; and, at his reciuest, a deputy wavs sent to visit the spot in couce'rt 
with him, and to nqirehend the foreigners. Tlu'se, however, would not make 
aekfiowledgmeiit (jf their ollence ; and wlum tiie othcers s(‘nt ineii to n'jiair the 
tombs, they even led on their barbarian slaves, ami luxit llu: native police and 
peojde. Afterwards a linguist was sent lo admonish them authoritatively ; ;ind 
then only lliev sent an addres?; lo the officer, .seeking to (‘oneiliatti him. Such 
outrageous, overhearing, and lawless eomluet arises wholly fj‘om this, that the 
h eal offi(‘(‘rs thinking forhearance lo lie the most ([uiet jioliey, seek only to 
obtain present freedom from disluibance, and lienee, give, occasion tor being 
treated with slight and contempt. 

Macao i.s within the juri.'idielion of the district Ih'angshan, and on all sidc.s j'nw! Mobility of 
of it llieie are naval stations. Kor all its daily necessaries, it is comjicdled to »'!i(rklivg tlu'-se illf- 
loid\ u[) to us. The compradors employed by the fonagners there, are natives ^1”"’ 

to whom permits are granted by the (JoNcniment. ^Should, therefore, the least 
insubordination be shown by the foreigners, there would he no ditlieully in 
immediately having their liv^es in our hand.s. 1 have been told that a Ibrmer 
magistrate of that district, nauual Rang Chou, on aceoimt of the pride, and 
prolligaey oftlie.se barbarians, removed from among them all the native dealer.s 
and merchants, and allowed no commercial intercourse on the part of natives 
with them ; till the barharinn.s, trembling with fear, were at once hj-ouglit to 
order. This is yet in the rccolkHdiou of the gentry of Ih'angshan. Since a 
district mag^t»’'4tc eonld cliect thus much, \Yonld llie barbarians dare even to 
move, if the great officers of the country xvould make a displav of their power ;' 

Another instanc’c occurs to me. The barbarians at (Amloii built a quay, outside 
the city, a work wdiieli wTut on for niontbs without any hindrance: being made 
to it. But wdien your Majesty’s Minister Choo Kweiching was sent tliilher as 
Lieutenant-Governor, h- wenl to the spot, set down his sedan there, .and (‘oiii- ; 
manded the instant destruction of the work ; and the havharians subdued by bis 
unostentatious firi^mess, dared not even to utter a word. Again, the year before 
last, when Lord Na[)icr brought ships of war up to Wham[)oa, your Majesty’s 
Minister Loo Kwan, the (^ovcrno^, stationed the naval forces so as to present a 
close unbroken limi of defence; and the barbarians wore at once tilled with 
dismay, repented their error, and requested a [>ermit to leave the jjort. \Xg sec 
from these instanc.es that the barbarians have never yet ffiiled to succamb. 

Now, to make ostentatious show of terrors is, it is true, calculated to ruin doiiy 
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arlairs, but to jinss faults over in silence is, on Ibc other liatid, calculated to 
nourish depravity. If the old regulations he not rendered conspicuous, and the 
prohibitions he not strictly enforced, tliese barbarians will end with doing 
whaK.‘ver they please, imagining that there is no limit to forbearance. The 
barbarians, phiining themselves on their great wealth, extensively ppetiso 
bribery and c'orriiption, and have many traitorous natives for their agents, and 
many of the [)olice in combination with them. Hence, if a talented, intelligent, 
and dctei'inined officer were, in the first ])lacc, to punish severely the Chinese 
traitors, we may hope that he wouhl thus he able at once to ovehvhclin the 
sj)irit of tlic barbarians. 

'I'his further exposition of my feeble and obsc ure views, it belioves me to 
add to my ])rrvious repre.seutation, and, prostrate, lay it before your sacred 
Majesty, hoping that my Sovereign will east a glance tliorcon. A respectful 
memorial. 


Inelosurc 7 in No. 9t). 

hnprrlffl Edi''! In lo ihv hro prcredlny doniuinits, 

Tiii:( ouneillor Choo 1Vun has presented a memorial, re(|iie!?ting tliat the 
severity oi the prohibitory enaetments against opium ma\ he inereas('(l. 'The 
^Snl)-(.Vnsor llen-Kew also has laid before* Us a re^pectfnl req^rfsentation of liis 
views: and, in a supijlementary statement, a recommendation to punish severely 
Cdiinese traitors. 

Opium, eoiniiia’ from the distant regions of barbarians, has pervaded 
the eoui‘.lr\ with its baneful intiuenee, and has been madt' a subject of very 
.sev('re prohibitory inaetmeuts. Ihit, of late, there has been a diversity of 
opinion in n‘gard to it, some re(juesting a ehange in the policy Ifitlierto adopted, 
and others recommending the eontiimame, of the severe |)roliil)ition>. It is 
hiirhly important to con^iifcr the subject earelully in all its he arings, surveying 
at one(‘ the wliolr tiedd of atdion, so tliat sucdi measure^ may be adopted as shall 
eonlimie for ever in force, free Inan rdl failure. 

Let Tang and Ids colleagues aiixjously and e^^j-cfully consult together upon 
the ^■eeommelldatioIl to search for, and witli utmost strictness, ap|)rehend all 
those traitorous natives who sell the drug, the Hong merchants who arrange the 
transactions in it, the brokers who purclia.se it by w holesale, the l)f)atmeii who arc 
engaged in transporting it, and the naval militia who receive bribes; and liaving 
determined on the steps to he taken in order to stop up the source of the evil, 
let them present a true and faithful report. Let llierii also carefully ascertain 
and report, whether the circumstances stated by Heu-Kiwv in his supplementary 
doeuirient, in reference to the foreigners from beyond the seas he true or not, 
whether such things as arc mentioned therciii have or have not taken place. 
Copies of the several doenments are to he herewith sent lo those ofheers for 
perusal; and this edict is to be made known to Ta‘iig and Kc, who arc to enjoin 
it also on Wan, the Superintendent of Maritime Customs. Respect this 


Jnclosure 8 in No. 90. 

lieporf in reference lo the riraUation of dollars in China. 

August, 1836. 

RRPOIIT, made by the Commissioners of Finance and of Justice in the 
province Kwangtung, to the heads of the Provincial Government, requesting that 
their Kxcelleneies, when replying to His ALajesty, will rccompiend that the use 
of foreign money he still sanclioncd, as being suitable to the position of foreign 
affairs here: hut tliat all exchanges for, or clandestine exportation of, sycee 
silver he disallowed. 

Foreign money is brought from the Ijfrids of the distant barbarians, and is 
essentially necessary to the mercantile classes trading in all the provinces along 
the coasl, who for their daily supplies of food and other necessaries, are 



dependent on the facility of exchanging tliis money, and on its general eircula- ^ontln m pr 

tion. It is not, therefore, to be dispensed with for a single niomejil. its 

circulation, liowever, is confined to the provinc cs Kcangrian, Chehcang, riiliKc'cn, 

and Kwangtiiiig, or, if it do occasionally cxteii d, in the course of trade, to aHjoiii- 

ing districts (for this is a circumstance no t wholly to la? avoided), yet it cannot 

circulate much further inland than a few Inindred miles. As to the provinces 

lying northwards, the two provinces of ‘‘The Lakes'’ (lloonaii and lloopih), 

Szecliuen, Vnniian, an<l Kweichow, tliis money docs not at present circulate in 
any of them: and if j)en‘lamce a few specimens reaeli those |)laces, they are 
prized merely as curiosities ; or, if it be attempted to force lliciii on the market, 
they can he excljangcd only at a discount, and even then witli ditheulty. Ilow 
can it be supposed, thcrefo-re, that tliis money will iniinedialily ^jiread itself into 
universal circulation ? 

Having taken tliis general view of Die subject, we will turn to the repre- Doube; ^^plTs.so 

sentation made by the Onsor Shin Yung. In the representation, he exjnvs.ses ^’v Slii.i Vunir ar 

his apjireliension that the low standard of foreign money mnsl render it dillicult 
to be exchanged for sycee silver at a fair and regular rate; and on that account 

ho reiiuests that tlic inhibition o( the money may be made a subject of considera- 

tion. This rceoinmeiidalion is doubtle.ss the rcMdt of anxious attention to the 
jiolicy ol‘ (ioverniiieiit, and serious regard for the interests of llic ])eo|jle. But 
arguments are not wanting in ^avo^lr of the circulatimi of money, so far as 
regards the castts'ii and southern j)ro\iwces. 

Tlic places where foreign sliips anchor arc also the places w I ut(' foreign 
money is si'atteicd abroad. The sij[)])lies ol provisions furnislied to them «“oin* monty is uen^swarj 
])risc inimite and miiltilarious details ; llieir exjuaihos in(‘lu(li‘ numerous items of 
a very varied cliaractcr; and many small sums arc paid by them, as the hire of 'kc coast 

labour, or tlie price of artieles. Not a day passes without money heimr used for 
one or other of tliesc' pujposcs. It liecomes, then, a matter of necessity tiiat 
they should bring idrcigii inoncN with them, to meet these various expeiiso; and 
hence it hap’pens that the market prices are regulated by dollars, it being found 
highly couveiiieiit to value goods by them, 'riie peojile among themselves, also, 
gladly fall ill with sueli an arraiigemeut, finding it to he advantageous’. From 
which it is ( lear that thr Inhabitants of ilia coast cannot well he dejirived of the 
foreign money. 

Again, native merehaiits, trading by sea along the: coast, vvlicn tlie\ travel, To traders along- 
carry their inoiu’y with them. If these' have to carry the governmental [c()|;pcrj 
coin, the expense of so doing will be a heavy lax upon their small transactions; 
and iftliey carry gold or silver to sea with them, they have reason to fear lest they 
be found guilty of contravening the prohibitions of government. It is therefore 
impossible for them to do otherwise than carry foreign nioneyw ith them, it being 
necessary that they should have such money in order to make purchases. And 
lienee it is evident that ijie native mercantile classes along the coast cannot 
dispense with the use of foreign money. 

Further, as to the foreigners, they import foreign money into Canton a.s a :i lotbrekui mtT- 
medium in which to pay the prices of cumiiioditics purchased by tlu iii. The 
amount of such importations is variable and uncc’rtaiii; and whatever balance 
they niay have remaining is either employed, on [lereeiving an advantageous .state 
of the market, ill making additional purchas(‘S, or is spent in a more ahundant 
and luxurious sup[>ly of the daily necessaries ol‘ life. For in the love of much 
money, and of good |)riccs, llie llovvcry people and harbariau.s are altogctlier like- 
minded. We .>el', then, lastly, that the foreign merchants of other countries are 
likewd.se unable to dispense with the use of foreign money. 

Wc arc informed that there arc silver mines in England, and Ameri(‘a. and Anti thni no injury 
Spain. Although the pattern after which the money of each country is made diHers, 'iV/tv nn 
yet the degree of [lurity is nearly the same with all, being above ninety per cent. 
toucli, as compareil witli the syeec silver of (.'hina. We see, tlien, tlrat lliough 
they be left to follow' their own methods, yet tlic foreigners do not draw tlieir 
materials from this*countiT. And in* corninercial intercourse, so long as each 
liolfls its due place, the foreign money is the same, as though it were issued from 
the mint of the palace itself. Our empire is separated from the foreigners by 
ten thousand miles of sea, over whichAhey cross to present things of value and 
to ofler tribute ; and for their doing this, established regulations exist. Since, 
then, to present thornselves here, and to make oficrings lias been so lopg their 
practice, that time has rendered it ctjual to an ancient rule that they should so do, 

2 A 2 
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Concluf^ion. 


— what cause can there be for apprehension of any consequences tliat may arise 
from permitting theni to bring such things as will be most advantageous and pro- 
fitable to them ? It is most truly said in His Sacred Majesty’s Edict, that the 
circulation -of the foreign money in the cast and south is not a thing merely of 
yesterday. The right mode of acting is, to establish ruies and Hunts, so as to 
bring upon the same level the wishes both of our own ])eople and of thos^ from 
afar. Jlut were the foreign money permitted to be circulated evoii in all the 
provinces, it would not be productive of the slightest injury to China. 

The great objection to the use of foreign money is this, that with it no 
regard is paid to the weight of metal, or the degree of purity. In Canton, this 
was formerly the case, also. But at a later period, as a precaution against fraud, 
foreign money began to be stamped and ehopj)ed, to mark the degree of purity, 
and to be W'cigbod, in order to ascertain the quantity of metal, 'i'he money so 
stamped is in general circulation in the markets, where it goes by the name of 
“ broken pieces and when it is exchanged for sycce silver, about three or four 
taels per cent, are added to make amends for inferiority in touch. But in Kean- 
gnan and Chekeang no money is in circulation but such as is bright, with a new 
smooth face. At present the “ broken pieces” of Canton, wlicn paid in 
exchange for new-faced money, pay a premium of uo less than six or seven taels 
per cent. And crafty dealers, having many clever devices for obtaining gain, 
raise the price still higher, whenever the supply of thi.s new-faced money is insuf- 
ficient. Of the manner in which the money circulates in Keangnan and 
Chekeang, at the present time, w'c are if^orant. 

Should the Imperial pleasure be declared in favour of the circulation of 
foreign money, it ought to be required, in all the jn’ovinccs, that the money be 
paid by weight, and that prices be no longer rated by the number of dollars; that 
foreign money, when cxclianged for sycec silver, whether such money be in 
broken pieces, or in whole bright-faced coin, shall always pay a premium per 
cent, to make up the dificrcncc of purity between it and sycce silver; and that 
foreign money shall never be allowed, on the contrary, to bear a premium, when 
given in exchange for sycce silver. With regard to native counterfeits and 
adulterated pieces of money, the shroffs in the market-places arc so expert in 
discovering and picking out such, that is quite unnecessary to think for the 
pcojilc on this point, or to make any rules or restrictions with reference to it. 

Tlic purity and weight of the silver being in this manner rendered subject 
to trial, the crafty deceitful character of the foreigners will have uo room for 
exei’Cismg itself in petty arts. But the importan(;e of the Custom-House 
restrictions is such as to call, in a still greater degree, for prohibitions, — pro- 
hibitions, namely, of the exportation of sycec silver. It is our duty to request, 
that, in all future commercial dealings with foreign merchants, no persons be 
permitted to mix up sycee silver in the payment of any balances due to such 
foreign merchants, or to .sell any sycee silver to them for their every-day use ; 
that voluntary engagements to this effect be filed by all the Hong merchants, 
both the senior merchants and the others ; that, if any of these infringe this 
regulation, they be rendered liable to severe punishment by fine or trans- 
j)ortation ; and that if any shopkeeper, or any other of the people, transgress 
it, such transgressor I)e made liable to a jmuishmeut one degree more severe. 
The officers and men in charge of custom-houses and passes, as well as those in 
command of naval vessels at sea, should be required to keep guard in constant 
s\icccssion, the latter always cruising about. When the foreign ships are 
returning from hence, officers and men should he bound to search faithfully; 
and ill case of tlicir dis(;overing and making seizure of any s^ee silver, and 
sending the offenders to meet their trial, they should be rewarded by a gift of 
all the silver so seized. Should any dare to protect and wilfully connive at any 
transgros.sion of the law, and should such connivance be discovered by the 
transgressor being elsewhere apprehended, iiwiuiry ought to be made as to the 
places through which the trangressor had passed, and the officers and men at 
those places ought to be dealt with most severely. If regulations be made of 
this clear and determined nature, all will then be convinced that the purpose 
is to uphold them. 

The luxuriance and splendour of this Central nation arc such, that its own 
native treasures arc exhaustless, and it values not things of foreign and distant 
. extraction. The would-bc-clcvcr arts of the outermost barbarians it reckons as 
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nothing and of no worth.’ These arts can, therefore, be productive of no 
detriment to the policy of the GoverAment, while to the people they appear not 
unattended by some advantage. It is our duty, therefore, to request that your 
Excellencies will implore His Majesty, of his heavenly favour, to sauctioft the 
contiiyiaucc of foreign money in circulation in the sea-board provinces, its 
circulation being suitable to the position of foreign affairs, and convenient 
for the people. As in duty bound, we have consulted together, and lay before 
your Excellencies the result, awaiting your decision as to the correctness or 
incorrectness thereof, preparatory to a full memorial to the Emperor. 

(Signed) J. ROBERT MORRISON, 

Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 


No. 91. 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston, — (^Received July 17, 1837.) 

My Lord, Macao, February 7, 1837. 

THE Inclosurc No. 1, which* I have now the honour to transmit, is an 
edict from the heads of the Provincial* Government, issued on the 28th October 
lust, directing inquiries to be made respecting certain foreign merchants reputed 
to be traders in opium. 

The Inclosurc No. 2, is an edict from the same source, requiring the 
departure of certain foreign merchants within half a month. 

Of the ])ersons thus ordered to leave the country, the following gentlemen 
arc British Subjects. 

Mcssks. J.MiDiNE, Turner, Framjee, 'h 

Dent, Whitem.W’. Meuwanjee, > Parsecs. 

Innes, Dadabiioy. ) 

The Inclosurc No. 3, is an edict, dated 13th December last, extending the 
limits previou-sly fixed for the departure of the.se gentlemen. If these instru- 
ments had not been accompanied by very earnest and repeated injunctions upon 
the part of the Hong merchants, to the parties whose names arc specified, it 
would have been reasonable to consider them to be the more ordinary, and 
empty proclamation of purposeless command, which the Provincial Government 
is cither pleased or obliged to put forward, from time to time. 

I need not press upon your Lordship’s attention, the excessive degree of 
alarm and mischief which would be created amongst the merchants and inanu- 
faeturers in England, connected with the trade, if they should learn that their 
agents in this distant part of the world, with balances to remit, and large stocks 
on hand, and on the jiassage, were suddenly driven forth from the country. 

For my part, I have no belief that any such measure will be attempted. 
But your Ijoruship will obscfve it is menaced, and the posture of other circum- 
stances in relation to it, is certainly very peculiar. 

In determining upon the course which events may render needful upon 
this parti<*ular subject, it became me to give the fullest weight to the con- 
sideration, that many of the parties in England, interested in this commerce, 
might sink under the panic which .such tidings would occasion ; and that they 
would be productive not merely of great private distrcs.s, but of considerable 
public inconvenience. 

Indeed, amongst other reasons for addressing this despatch to your 
Lordship, I have felt that the persons* in England W'hosc capital is newly 
embarked in this trade, arc not likely, as the Company were, to take any adfcurate 
estimate of the force of these menaces. It appears to be probable, then, that 
His Majesty’s Government may be applied to by alarmed individuals, upon -his 
subject, and thatfit may be convenrent to possess oilicial means ot assuring them, 
there is no great cause to believe such proceedings will be attempted. And at all 
events, that every proper effort will be made on the spot to prevent them. 

When your Lordship’s despatch, of June 15, 183G, arrived, the edict of .13th 
December (Inclosure No. 3,) had not reached our hands, and at that period the 
last information Vte had of tlic intentions of this Government, was the edict of 
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the 23r(l November, commanding tiie merchants to leave the country in half a 
month. ‘ 

At that conjuncture it seemed to me, that if I should succeed in placing 
rnysdlf conc'iliatorily and unsuspiciously in communication with the Government, 
I should stand in a position enabling me to interpose very efficaciously ill this 
matter, at any nioment of real difficulty which might present itself. To the 
merchants this intci'position would be advantageous, because it would place 
me, in my official station, between them and an exceedingly critical state of 
circumstances; to Ilis Majesty’s Goveruinent, because it would either prevent 
grave inconveniences, or at all events justify measures for their prompt and 
complete redress, by the record of my previous formal remonstrances, and 
protests, to the Chinese Authorities. 

Very shortly after iny assimiption of this office, tin; edict of the IStli 
December last appeared. And I have abstained from taking any steps in this 
matter, till the period of the extended time shall he at hand ; neitlier shall I 
move, then, unless it he clear that the Provincial Government still persists in 
its intentions. Your Lordship, I hope, will consider I am right in refraining 
from any unnecessary intciferenoe upon such a subject. 

If a mere temporary visit to Macao would be sufficient on this occasion, it 
uiu.st be admitted that such was the usual custom of the Company’s servants; 
and 1 dare .say the gentlemen adverted to, would not find it inconvenient at the 
inactive season of the year fixed for their.dcparture, to meet the wishes of the 
Local (iovernment to that extent. If this, however, should not be enough, and 
the Provisional .Vnthoritics be indeed sincerely determined to attempt the 
dismissal of the incrcliants from this country, my interposition will become 
indispensable. And your Lordship may rely on my measured, but firmest 
opposition to an intolerably injurious aggre.ssion of this practical nature. 

Put situated us I am, 1 cannot think there will he much difficulty iii 
satisfactorily averting serious disputes upon this subject, 

1 shall avail myself of any favourable occasion which these edicts may 
present, to attempt some further advantageous modifications in the mode of 
official intercurse between the Provincial Government and ourselves. 

. I have, &c., 

' (Signed) CIIARLKS ELLIOT, 

• Chief Supeiinlendent. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 91. 

Edict from the Heads of the Provincial Govei nment, directing intpdries to he 

made respecting certain foreign Merchants reputed to be traders in Opium. 

TANG, Govcnior of Kwangtung and Kwangse, &c., Kc, Lieutenant- 
Governor of Kwangtung, &c., and Wan, Superintendent of Maritime Customs, 
issue their commands to the senior Hong merchants, requiring their full 
acquaintance therewith. 

We, the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, and Ifoppo, have, with deep 
humility, received an Imperial Decree, commanding us, “ in reference to the 
memorial of the Sub-Censor, lieu Kew, respecting the traitorous natives who 
deal in opium, the Hong merchants who arrange all transactions, ^the brokers 
who piircha.se wholesale, the boat-people who convey the drug to and fro, and 
the naval militia who connive, being bribed, to examine closely, and strictly 
apprehend, offenders in all these points ; to deliberate on the subject with full 
purpose of heart ; to endeavour strenuously to dam up the source of the evil ; 
and to report on the whole subject fully and faitbfuHy. Respect this.” 

Wc also, at the .same time, received a copy of the Sub-Censor Heu-Kew’s 
memorial, in which we find the following passage :■ — “ The traitorous natives 
who sell the opium, cannot altogether carry on the traffic with the foreign ships 
in their own persons. To purchase wholesale there arc brokers : to arrange all 
transactions there arc the Hong merchants : to take money, and give orders to 
be carried to the receiving ship, that from fimm the drug may be obtained, there 
are resident barbarians. The resident barbarians dwell severally in the 
foreign factories. In the Creek factory is one named Jardine, and who is nick- 



named the “Iron-headed old rat also one named Innes : in the Paoushun factory 
is one named Dent ; also one named Framjee, and one named Merwanjee : in 
the Fungtae factory is one named Dadabhoy : in the American factory is one 
named Gbrdon : in the Imperial factory is one named Wetmorc (some read 
Whiteman) : in the Spanish factory is one named Turner ; and besides these I 
apprelmnd there are many others.” 

Opium, we obseiTe, is an article respecting which Imperial decrees liave 
been repeatedly received, all commanding its prohibition, and directing, that if 
any foreign trading ship presume to come hither with opium, such trading ship 
shall be immediately sent buck, and not suffered to have any traffic with Canton. 
And Yuen, formerly Governor of these provinces, having taken up and investi- 
gated a case of four country ships, Hal and others, in which opium had been 
brought into the port, respectfully received the Imperial commands to inflict 
punishment, lie also presented a memorial, suggesting, that on occasion of 
any foreign ship entering the port, the senior merchants should be required to 
examine and enter into securities for her, each in succession ; and that, in 
concert with the several other security-merchants, they should be required to 
examine each vessel, and then to sign a bond, purporting that the foreigners on 
on board such vessel do not bring with them any opium. These voluntary 
bonds given by the security-merchants, arc, according to the constant practice of 
the said merchants, continued for some times past, presented to the lloppo, by 
whom they are transmitted, for preservation (in the Governor’s Ollice.) 

While, however, the foreigners afe thus prevented from bringing opium 
into the port, the receiving ships at Lintin bring the drug hither and dispose of 
it only the more contuineliously. But, were it not for the crafty and artful 
devices of the said merchants, and their encouragement held out to bring it, 
were it not for their co-operation and connivance, their arrangement of transac- 
tions, that they may divide the spoil, how could the foreigners have it in their 
power to exercise their petty contrivances? It is, in the highest degree, our 
bounden duty to inquire into this matter. 

Forthwith, therefore, we issue these commands. On their reaching the 
said merchants, let them immediately ascertain if the before-named foreigners, 
Jardino, or the iron-headed /)ld rat, Innes, Dent, Framjee, Merwanjee, 
Dadabhoy, Gordon, Wetmore (or Whiteman), and T’urncr, do, or do not, seve- 
rally reside in the Creek, j’aoiishun, Fungtoa, American, Imperial, and 
Spanish factories ; of what foreign nation they are j in what manner they 
continue stationary in this place, and store up and sell their opium ; from what 
year they date the commencement of their opium transactions ; what quantity of 
the drug they annually store up and dispose of ; and whether they ordinarily 
insist on payment of the price of it in sycce silver? Let tham particulary inquire 
on each of these point.s, and faithfully teport to us, that we may thoroughly 
investigate the subject. Should the said merchants think practically to set aside 
the laws, and afford aid and co-operation, or dress the subject in false colours 
and pretexts, they will find, we apprehend, their criminality too heavy for them 
to bear. Let them, one and all, maturely consider and weigh this ; and, with 
trembling and earnest diligem^c, let them obey these our special commands. 

IGth year of Taoukwang, 9th month, 19th day. (28th October, 1836.) 

Translated from the Chinese. 

(Signed) ,1. Robt. Moukison, 

Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 


Incloiiure 2 in No. 91. 

f 

Edict from the Heads of the J^rovincial Government, requiring the departure o) 
certain foreign Merchants within half a month. 

TANG, Governor of Kwangfung and Kwangse, Kc, Lieutenant- 
Governor of Kwangtung, and Wan, Superintendent of Maritime Customs, issue 
these commands to the Hong merchants, requiring their full acquaintance 
therewith. 

We have received from the said merchants a report, purporting to be “ a 
Report made for cur thorough investigation, in obedience to our contmand, to 
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ascertain the reason of tlic foreign merchants, Jardine and others, remaining so 
long in Canton, in place of returning home according to the regulations. ” 
Having received it, we have again taken this case under our considcnition. It 
is a* case Ui'ought to our attention by an Imperial decree, which we have 
respectfully received. The subject has been well and accurately laid open in the 
statements of the original nicinorial. And how, in any way, can the fact of these 
foreign meiTlunits, Jardine and the others, having made their quarters in Canton 
for many years, he spoken of as without a cause ? 

In this report, it is represented that, the receiving ships being anchored in 
the outer Seas, much of tlie smuggling carried on by traitorous dealers is con- 
ducted by means of sea going vessels, from various parts of tljosc seas, approaching 
the receiving shijis and purchasing from them. Truly, if, as lu>re represented, all 
such illeaalities are committed outside, how comes it then that the instances 
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that have formerly occurred of seizures have continually l)cen within the precincts 
of the ea])ital? And even assuming tin; truth of tlieir ])rescnt assertion, that 
the seizures outside are more tinmerous, seizures at the capital l)ut few, this only 
shows the rareness, not the entire want, of such seizures. 'I'liere are then some 
instances; thcro must then he men, by whom the transactions are arranged; 
there must be individuals by wliem a mutual undcrstaiidiiig is brought about. 
We, tlie (lovcrnor, I.icutcmaut-tiDveriior, and Ifoppo, in our desire to preserve 
uninjured tlie jiroperty ami lives of llio said merehaiits, will not witiihold 
motherly kindness and pains, taking adjice and gnidaiice of them. If they 
acknowledge tlieir olfeiices themselves, their punishment shall be remitted. 
But if they coiitimie to report in this irrelevant manner, and turn thus away 
from the |)oiiit, hercal'ter, when once discovery is made of an offence on their 
jiart, it will only remain to us, to maintain the laws and severely indiet tlie 
penalties thereof. And they, if they will not now care for the conseiinciice, will 
so imich the more he left without cause for niurnuiring against us. 

As to the foreign merchant.s, .lardiiic and the others, it is wholly needless to 
([uestiiin tlieir bare prooflcss assertions, or at all to doubt, wlicther their long 
residciiee in Canton does, indeed, arise from the multitude of ships, the busi- 
ne.ss of which they have to transact, and from the circumstance that not a montli 
elapses without a trading ship coming to Cantem ; or whether it is not rather 
owing to their wanting to wait and observe the prices, in order to make the 
purchases. For, granting the first a.sscrfion to be perfectly true, and that not a 
day passes in which trade is interrupted, does it, therefore, follow that these 
foreigners are free to remain, and not relurn home at all ; or can such a prin- 
ciple as this be admitted? Hear what the memorial, formerly .sanctioned, says 
upon this point : “ A foreigner of any nation, if, in consequence of its being 
impracticable for him at once to dispo.se of his foreign nierelitindize, be is unable 
to get ill all bis property, and has, therefore, no option but to remain in Oantoii, 
must, after the foreign ships have left the port, go and reside at Macao, and 
place bis commodities in the bands of a Hong merchant to sell olf for him; 
which, having done, the Hong merchant is to pay Iiim tlie whole price ; and, in 
the following year, it shall he imperative on him to avail himself of one of the 
ships of his nation to return home. The Hong merchants and Linguists, should 
they sillier foreign merchants by degrees to take up their abode in Canton, shall 
be severally subjected to a strict investigation.” Not only then is tliere nothing 
to admit of these foreign merchants residing in Canton, there is not even any 
law to permit their long continuance at .Macao. Do they rcpre.scnt, that the 
trade of the foreigners needs the parties own particular atten^on ? For what 
purpose, then, are foreign Hongs established, and of wliat use arc the said 
merchants? Arc they, forsooth, established in order that the Hong merchant, s 
may twist the laws to serve their own private interests ? It is, indeed, most 
nnroasonablc, that those men should thus frame their mouths to make pretexts, 
and work out excuses for the foreigners. • 

The sum of the matter is this; These foreigners are richly imbued with the 
cherishing and protecting favours of the C^;le.stial Empire ; and they ought at 
once to pay implicit obedience to the laws and statutes of theTlelcstial Empire ; 
and should in all their intercourse, and in everything, conform to the regulations: 
thus only may they preserve to themselves the path of commercial intercourse 
here. * 


And strict otM'di- At the present moment, the investigations ordered by the Court arc cxeecd- 
enc« will be rom- Jpgly strict. If then these foreigners do not bestir themselves, and quickly 



«vm ;be admitted that they are not residing in the 

' .eoWtify^tb sellrnrhat iaiposit^anandf and though it he granted that the Hong 
1.^mei!diant8:do not comhine/mth them, and arrange all trarishctions, yet hotr'pan 
'tbese\]ast reconcile,, it, even, to dieir own minds, that they should suiFerth^m ^ill 
' to abide in the {dace, daily att^hing to themselves fresh suspicions? Moreover, 

• wfei the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, and Hoppo, hold the. direction of this 
. teititory, to eradicate all that is evil, and, to hack to reason the' depraved. 

In chastisements we show no partiality or leniency; and'havirig rfeOeived with 
reverentie’the Imperial commands to investigate the matter, it the n^OrC, behoves 
us, to^jtake anxious precautions pn , every side, equally tovyards ., those within, / 

I'.'-and' towards those .without. Though it .be said, that, in regard to what is'ji^st, 

' indtdffence should be shown,; yet hpw can. wc-ncgicct to pay prudent attention. > 
to future consequences. W.e. desire, to impress it on the minds of all, early t^fV- 

• look to themselves, and to consider these things long and seriously. ' ' * >;. . 

Forthwith we issue these, commands. When tht'y reach' the .said Hbuj' Half a month 
. merchants, let: them immediately enjoin the same on the foreign merchants, tinted as the U 

Jardine, innes, Dent, and Turner, its also on those who have resided but for a stay in C 

few years, or who have gone away, and returned again, namely, — Ftamjce, f. 

Merwanjee, Dadabhoy, Gordon, and Wetmore (or Whitciiian), desiring ' them, 
in obedience hereto, to settle with the utjnost diligence their commerpial 
affairs. They, arc indulgently allowed a pei'iod of half a month, in which to. 
pack up their effects, and remove out of the provincial city ; and either avail ■ 
thethselves of some expected .ship, of of some vessel about to sail, to return .to 
their country. They cannot. he allowed longer to loiter about. Should any of 
them be really unable to conclude their busine.ss in half a month, they a|so inust . 

go within that time to Macao, but may remain there for a season ; and all Aeir 

goods and accounts they mu.st put into the hands of the Ilorfg merchants, the 
one to be di.spo.scd of, the other to bc.sctticd ; so that they may speedily return , 
home with all their effects. Nor must they he allowed, by remaining long at ■ ' 

Macao, to ilisobey the fixed regulations. If they dare to continue lingering ‘ 
about, it will then be seen, that the said foreigners will not Hsam to kind Ian- '< >- 

gnage, that they are irrcclaimably sunk in folly, and that they are truly such as - . *■ 
the Celestial Empire will , noUbear with : then, when the cfllcts of the law arc 
visited on them, they may find that., though they have a country to return to, 
yet they cannot return to ik The Creek and other factories in which tjicy a^.. 
suffered to remain, shall also in such case l>u closed, and t^c parties concerned 
in them shall be brought to investigation. Be. careful tlieu not to decide care- '' 

Icsstly. Let the said merchants present to us, within three days, .signed bonds .- 

• that the limited period, will be carefully observed, in order that" we may be ’ 

■ enabled, after thorough examination of the subject, to report to .Ilis Majesty; 

Let hone oppose this, or delay obedience,. A Special Order. * 

.I6tli yearof Taoukwang, 10th month, I5tli day. (23rd NovcUiber, 18116.) 

Translated froin .the Chinese. 

. ... .. .(Signed) '„J. lloBT. Morrt.son, 

. , .dkinese Secrei(ft/ and Interpreter. ■ 
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i-Mdietfrorn of the^Provuicial GovernmenK extending the lirmt pretiomhj 

i, ■ .jixe^ as Jhe time for Messrs. Jardine and otJiere to leave Ckinton, 

j Governor of Kwangtung and Kwangsc; Ke, Lieutenant- 
, .^^”>, *Superint^^ of Maritime Customs, 

iss^ithese others , to thfe,Ilotig'' merc1iants, 'requiring theii* full acqwaintaiM^ . 
■.tberpMdth.^^, ; ^ ' '■ --Xt i 

Wc'havp. reccTvcd''tb,e subjoined rppqrt from' fhe said; nierehants: — .^v"vy;., , , 

, (ijjoup.xxqdlbjiici^ .bommaiids were received'^ diluting us immedi^ely 
c(Mhm 3 U^it^i^,jQ||,!the forei^^ 'Pthers, that thcf are rocrehantsiMHi 

severally ;tp . feisb TOth t^' jSi^St’ iffjligeh^V their' bonffflerciaLaffairssUhat they . 

are indMlgehtly allowed H perionof half a month, in which to 'jpack up U»cm^ficcts • 
and , the provincial^ after which-' they are either tr avail 
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return to their country; that thoy cannot be allowed longer to loiter about; 
and that should any of them be really unable to conclude their business in 
half a month, they also must remove within tlic time prescribed, but may go 
to Macao, and remain there for a season ; that, however, they must not e 
•allowed, by remaining long at Macao, to disobey the fixed regulations. Qn the 
receipt of these commands, we exiunined our documents, and found, that in 
our former report we had already stated, that there is no such person here 
lust order to the iMerwaujoe. AVitli the exception, therefore, of him, we, in obedience to the 
Ifoiipj morrl^ms commiiiids received, enjoined it on the said foreign merchants, Jardine and 
enjoinod by ihrm. others, that tltey should obey the same, should settle with the utmost 

diligence their commercial affairs, should, witliin the prescribed period of half 
a month, remove from Canton, and either return home, or go down to Macao; 
and tluit if thcM’e were any who really tvere unable to conclude their business 
in half a uiotilh, they should place their commodities and their aceoimts in our 
hands, that we might dispose of the one and settle the other for tlieiru Wc 
also desired tliem to give us written bonds that they would carefully observe the 
limited period, in order that we miglit present tlie same. 

.Uqdios •rivpn bv ‘‘Having thus done, we received from Kramjec a note, staling ‘that us 

the tbroi^riior.-i. soon as luj had concluded his sales and purchases, about the first mouth of next 
year, he wiil return liome.* Wo received also a nolo from Wliiteman 
stating, ‘ that lie has deterjuined to go home, andlliat at the end of this year, 
he will avail liimself of a vessel sailing ba<'lv to Ills country/ V/e also received 
replies from Jardine, Oadabhoy, (Jordon, Tui'iier, innes, and Dent, severally 
Slating, ' that at present sliips are arriving in great numhers: that it is necessary 
that tliey should jmieluise cargoes for them before they e:ni sail again; and 
intreating a delay until sucJi time as they have coneiudc'd their sales and 
replu-i an- purcliLise'^, when they will go down and resiile at Macao.’ Having reported 

ttnsHtisfiU-ioiv. these answers, wc received your Excellencies’ verbal commands, to the edect, 

that the language of the several foreign mercliauts bore marks of a desire to 
linger about; and lliat they should therefore still he directed to move out r)f the 
provinciiil city, as before ordered, within the prescribed time. After wc received 
these direetious, we again enjoined the commands, and callei on the foieigiicrs 
to act in trembling olvidience thereto. 

Seronii smus of ‘^I'his having done, wc have now received aveply from Kramjee, still entreat- 

roplivsfrom tlio ing ‘ that be may wait until he has concluded his sales and purchases; and that 

Ibycigma-N. about the first month of the next yeai* he will letiini to his country/ Front 

Whiteman we have also received a reply, still requesting ‘ that he may he allowed 
to clear up liis accounts, and that at the end of this year he will return home/ 
From Clordon, also, we liave received a reply, intreating ‘ that he may be 
allowed to slay until his commercial affairs are concluded ; that then, in the 
third month of next year he will return home/ Dadabhoy luis replied 
to us: ‘ I am now conducting my trading transactions with the utmost diligence. 
I beg (hat I may stop till the first month of next year, when I will go down 
and reside at Macao/ Jardine replied, ‘ JMany ships to my consignment still 
remain anchored at Whampoa; and it is requisite yyt to purchase silk, and teas, 
and other goods lor exportation. The teas this year are reaching Canton later 
than is ordinarily the case. 1 entreat that I may be allowed to remain till I 
have purchased ail the goods required, and till tiic ships have all left the port; 
and then in the fourth month of next year, 1 will go down and reside at Macao.’ 
From Dent and Turner wc have received answers, ‘ that they liave now ships at 
Whampoa lo their consignment, that they have to purcliase silks^ teas, and other 
goods for them to return; and tliat they intreat, therefore, they may be allowed 
to stop till they have completed all their sales and purchases, when, in the third 
month of next year, they will go dqwn and reside at Macao.' Listly, Innes 
has replied, intreating ‘ that he may be allowed to complete liis sales and 
purchases, when, at the end of this year, he will go* down and resident Macao/ 
These all having reached us, it is our duty to report the particulars, and ask 
if your Excellencies will deign to grant ihc requests of the several foreign 
merchants, which must proceed wholly from your Excellcmcies’ grace and 
favour.” 

/ Romarb By the This report having come before us, we, the Govenior, Lieutenant-Governor 

y .Oovcnjgr, Sre,, _ ^ • * * 

vhy the * / “** 

should doubtful m Chinese, seems to have been fixed on Mr.. Whiteman, in place of Mr. 

^•Civuton. Wdmore. . , 
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and Hoppo, have again taken the Buhjcct into consideration. In the. rcgulatlonii 
there is no article permitting foreigners to abide in the provincial capital. Out 
of former chance inadvertence, has grown up a stay and continuance therein 
of several year.s’ duration. It is, indeed, an infringement of the cstaWished 
enaetjneuts. Admit that these foreign merchants tjuictly attend to their com- 
mercial duties ; grant that they and the Hong merclianls are not mutually 
drawn into acts of depravity, yet suspicions have arisen in the place of their .stay 
that they have taken their (piarters here for the piirpo.se of combining with 
natives to dispose of contraband goods; and the expression of lhe.se ^aispieions 
has ascended even to the ninth heaven the [ Imperial pre.seiice, j and has called 
down from the (ircat Emperor strict orders to investigate the subject. 

Now, having, received the above detailed report, wc, the Governor, the KxtwtMon of tUc 
Lieutenant-Governor, and the Hoppo, look Hjivvard.s and would embody the 
extreme desire of the sacred intelligence to cherish strangers with ti'>'dernc.ss. 

In seeking condescendingly to yield to the dispo.sitimis ol’ foreigners, what need 
is there to ho over-strict and harsh ? But if the period be too long extended, we 
shall not only be unable to bring words to report it to 1 1 is iMajcsty but also, 
by partiality and connivance, wc shall greatly derogate from the dignity of 
(lovernment. Wo have, therefore, jointly delibeviiled and determined on our 
course of action. The tliree inerehanls, ^Vllilemal), Franijeo, and (loidon, who 
have pleaded for a delay, at the same tiuie purposing to return to their coiintiy, 
may be allowed their re(|ue.stf;, nameljf^to return severally at the end of this year, 
and in tlic first and third months ol the next year. 'I'hey may return at the 
periods they have named. "J’he two inerdiants, Innes and Dadahhoy, also, who 
have re<|uested that they may go and reside at Macao, are allowed to do so 
at the times named, the close of this year, and the (irst month of next year, 

But with regard to (he thn'c merchants, .lardine. Dent, and Turner, without 
having nainod a period for going home, they seek to go and reside at Macao, 
and yet ask to stop till the thircl and fonrlli months of next year before they go. 

This is most absurd and foolish conduct. From their .statements, however, it 
appears that they have yet many ships here, and they have need to purcha.se 
cargoes for them. We, therefore, will indulgently ])ormit ati extension of the 
period, jtrescribing to all of flieui, the second month of next year, at nliich 
period they must go to Macao. Between this dale and the second month 
of next year, four months will elapse, and in that long period they may transact 
all their allairs; or if some do remain untinished, yet they will he able to make 
Macao their place of .sojourn; we certainly will not permit any the leitst 
extension of this period, or opposition hereto. Wc, the Governor, the Lieut cnaiit- 
Governor, and the Hoppo, are this day sending a memorial express, to inform 
the Great lCm])eror, that periods bavci been fixed for the departure severally of 
the .said foreigners; and on no account will wc make any eluiuge. 

Ixd the said Hong merchants take signed bonds from the said foreign M'rition botuls i 
merchant!!, sevenilly, to observe tlii.s jn-escribed limit; and let tliem also give for obsen 
bonds for themselves, that they will not presume to suffer their stay beyojid the 
period prescribed; the Hottg merchants shall be held responsible for them in I*' ' • 
their property: and these bonds they must deliver within three days. Let 
them not seek .-md hope for delay. And as the said foreigti tticieliant.s 
succo.ssivciy depart, let them on each oceasiun report (he s.ime, that examination 
may be made. If, when the periods elapse, they still linger and hesitate to go, 
it will then be seen that these foreign merchants are bound up in the love 
of their own private interests, and that they are minded to offer eontumelious 
opposition. We, the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, and Hoppo, in the 
performance of our duties, will not assume the slightest degree of false colouring 
and vain pretext: nor will we show the Iqast personal regard and consideratioti. 

Wc can only pureue our course with firm maintenance of the laws; ruling 
on the one hand those without, on the other those within the empire’s pale; 
and thus aiming to display gloriously the Majesty of Heaven [the Enipcrot]. 

Say not that yj were not forewarned. Tremblingly and attentively consider 
this. A special Edict. 

16th year of Taonkwang, 11th month, 6th day, (13th ITecember 1836.) 

Translated from the Chinese. 

^ (Signed) J. Rom. Morrison, 

. Secretary and Interpreter. * 
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Ji^Uiot to- ly^ount.^lrn^ston. — {Recnved July 17, 1837^) 

, My Lord, Macao, Febrmry 10, }S37. 

WITH reference to luy despatch to your Lordship of 2n(l Feb* 
ri/ary, 1837, I have -tioW -the honour to transmit icopjt^'.'Of despatches 
T' have addressed to the ■jlli|'ht Honourable the Governor-General and the 
Ifonourabic the Kcar- Admiral Conimanding-iii»chicf; on the same subject. 

It is not in my power to itiform- your Lordship that- the restrictive spirit of 
the Local GovciTfiinent- in' respect to^the opium 'tratfic-i has in any, .degree relaxed. 
‘ ;1 have,' &c.,> • -'-Jf' 

‘ w> . (Signed) CHARLES ELLTOT, 

■ - I , ' ' • ; Chief Superintendent. 


' Inclosure 1 in No. 92. 




‘ ' Captain Elliot to Lord Auckland. < 

. My Lord, / Macao, February 2, \8^7. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit to«your Lordship the accompanying 
series bfrcmarkablc papers upon the subject of the legal, admission of opium info 
Chitia. All the docriincnts upon this topic which have yet reached us, are 
comprehended in this collection, and they are arranged' in the order according 
to Which they fell into our possession. 

j I have also taken' the liberty to inclose to your Lordship copies of despatches 
' rhavc I'cccntly addressed to Viscount Palmerston, and to the Honourable the 
" Rear-Admittil Cominanding-in-Chicf on this station, upon the same subject. 

' In the actual state of our commerce with China, my Lord, I believe I may 
*’ My; that the intcfrupliou'of the opium traffic must have the effieet, . not merely 
' bf temj)orarily' crippling our means of purchasing, in this market at all ; but, 
ithdoubtedly. of placing us, in respect to the prices of the export staplc.s, com- 
pletely hi the power of what may justly be described to be a copartnership of 
' ■mltivc dealers^ The failure of the opium deliveries is attended with an almost 
■ enti/e cessatidh' of moiiey transactions in Canton. And in the glutted con- 
dition of this market, your .T..ordsbip will judge how peculiarly mischievously the 
present stagnation mu.st operate on the. whole British commerce with the 
■*'empifc. '■ - '■ .a ■■ . . ■ 

But' it mu^t be quite Unnecessary to press upon your Lordship’s attention, 

’ the ihauy extremely important considerutions connected with this subject: and I 
trust I shall be excused for submitting the most ‘hopeful means which suggest 
tbpmseivcs to, me, to draw to a close so disqidcting a state of things. 

' I Would’ beg 'to' observe' to ‘your Lordship, that the frequent and short 
visits' of ships of war to this anclioragc, and in the neighbourhood of the points 
to which the outside trade has extended, seem to me to be movements calculated, 
either to carry the Provincial Government back to the system which has hitherto 

■" prcvailcd;"'Or’‘tO hasten onwards the legalization measure from the Court, 

Your Lordship will perceive that 1 have solicited the Commander-in-chief 
to send a man-of-war to these sea^.with instructions to afford such countenance 
' to the general trade as may be practicable, without inconveniently committing 
His Majesty’s Government un oiMj^ delicate question. And I most re.spectfully 
submit to your Ix>rd.ship, ortwo'of the Company’s. cruispr^ could be , 

joined in this service, there to be every reason to hope their presence 

' might considerably facilitate tlit^^fb'rposes in view. ' 



Admiral may rely upoff 
my power, and the mos 


jTst eBbf’ts fo furnish' hiiiill th'e best information in 
^8, counsels. • ’ ' ■■■>: .'j- 

, ; tHABLE$ EiOtibT, 

Chief •Supm^^mdent. 
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Captain Eittoi to Redr-Admiriit Sir ‘tliomas Bidden Capel, K.C.S. 


j . A/acao, February 2, 1837. 

UKREWITI'I I have.tlio honour to transmit to you the cqpy of a despatch I 
have recently aildrossod to Viscount Palm’crstot), together, with, a serjes of papers 
which accompanied that eummunicatidti. i* 

' In the nctiial emergaicy, 1 venture respectfully to move you tp.or^c^ a ship- 
of-war to irojrair to these seas , for .the purpose of affording , such cQuntenan$;e to 
the general Hritish Trade dti ^China, as may be practicable, without any ridt of 
inconvenient discussions, or collision, with this Government. 

■ I have also requested the Right Honourable the Govenior-Geueral of 
India, to address you upon this subject, and I liavc presumed to suggest to 
his Lordship the advantage' which riiight fesulfto' the public interests, if one or 
two sail of Company's cruisers were placed under the orders of the Captain of 
His Majesty’s ship, who you may be pleased to employ on this service. 

I (ran assure you. Sir, that there is a pressing necessity to use every effort 
cousistent witlr safety and discretion for the relief of the whole trade, from the 
embarrassment into wlflch it is thrown by the restrictive spirit of the Provincial 
Qovernraont. . : And. it appears .to be highly , probable that, at t|ic present crisis, 
very favonrable consequences,:Wduld ensue from, the freejueut and. short visits of 
vessels of war, as well to this ai^chorage, as to the ,. inimediato vicinity of the 
points to which the outside trade has been gradu.ally extending. 

Perhaps I may permit myself to reraark, that Manila might for the moment 
he a convenient station of general resort for this ^mall force. , , , 

A circumstance occurred in the middle of the year 1833, vvhich may be 
made a very proper ground of exjdauation to the Chinese Autlioritles, if the 
sudden and frequent apparition of, these vessels should seriously dis(|uiet them.. 
They may be. reminded, that at. that, period, a British merchant brig (the 
Troughion) engaged in the . regular trade, and bound dire(;t to the, port of Canton, 
was plundered by the natives of 70,000 dollars, alnnist in sight of these roads; 
and that the commander and. several of the crew' were desperately wounded in 
this affray; the necessfty of force in the rieighbourhqod, to cheejk, the recur- 

■ renco of outrages .of this kind, is a plea that 1 can haye.no doubt the Provincial 
Government would hiul itself obliged to accept. ; , 

I will only add. Sir,, that if you, should think df to do me tile honour to 
place the commander of His Majesty's ship in communication with mp, I. will 
anxiously endbavoxir to assist him with such infonnatiou jand cautious counsels 
Ks shall , prevent the possibility of uiconveuicntiy committiiig , His Majesty's 
Government upon any delicate point. , . ; 

... I have, , 

, ^Signed) ; CH AR^fiS ELLIOT, 

. . , , . • , Chief .Superintendent, 
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^ - Captain Eliioli.oViscguniPalin^sstg'i!^. — (iteceireii August 22j .1^37.) 

My liord, , '• - Macao, Febrm?g 21,. 1037. 

.Edict, frqra .I'eKing, Which I ha,ve. now ithc 'honour to transmit, has 
, this,, fp.rwa^dpd; .*9 Canton bjp; Mr. Morrison.' It is in 

froui the^l^oy^hdr and LicutcnaiiLGoveriior of thesb provinces, 
to llis Imperial Majeky,' No. 4 of the series of papers fprwai^dcu to your 
Lordship in my dcspatch .Qfji the 2nd instainit. ' ' ^ \ 

No, ;i^,.a translation from a paper privately procured, 



purporting to .turnish informatioti ; ai to.' the piturc of a despatch received 
by tlie Provincial Government upon ^he same subject. 

Upon the genuineness of this .last paper, 1 do not venture to speak with 
conhdeiicc*. But founding ray conclusions entirely upon the Edict (and the 
authenticity of that is beyond dispute), I cannot hesitate to repeat to yoyr 
lordship, -ray opinion, not only that this measure is determined, but that the 
Provincial Government is actually in possession of the pleasure of the Court to 
admit the opium. 

■ The EiJict insists, like the report to which it replies, on the extreme 
mischief of the escape of the syCcc silver, occasioned by the opium trade. 

Your I.ordship will not find, however, that the Edict points to any other 
means of preventing that consequence, than those so urgently recommended by 
the heads of the Provincial (ilovernment, namely, the removal of the prohibitions, 
and the establishment of strict regulations that opium should he sold only in 
barter for other merchandize. 

I cannot but think that the intelligence of the legalization of this traffic 
would aflord llis Maj'esty’s Government groat satisfaction. 

'J’he fact, that such an article should have grown to be by far the most 
important part of oiir imj)ort trade, is of itself a source of painful reflection. 
Aiid the wide-spreading public mischief which the manner of its pursuit has 
necessarily enUiiled, so ably and so faithfully represented in some of the papers 
I have had th^^ Iionour to transmit to your l.,qrdship, aggravates the discomfort 
of the whole subject. 

'I'he legalization measure would certainly be accompanied by permission to 

C )W and prepare the poppy for home consumption. And perhaps your 
rdship may he led to think that a gradual check to our own growth and 
imports would be of salutary effect. 

Gradual no doubt, it is most desirable the diminution should be, for in the 
present posture of circumstances, it must bo conceded, that any abrupt interrup- 
tion of this traffic involves very nearly a complete interruption of the whole 
commerce with the country. 

Tlie importance qf this branch of the trade is no means to he estimated 
solely by the very large amount to which it figures in the list of imports. A 
consideration of far more moment is tlii.s, that the movement of money at 
Canton has come to depend, liy the force of circurfistanccs, almost entirely 
upon the deliveries of opium outside. 

1 need not insist upon the intcn.se inconvcnieJicc of a disappearance of 
cash from a market where eager competitors are purchasing the inain body, of 
their returns from a close association of native dealers. 

It cannot be good that the conduct of a great trade should be so dependent 
upon the steady continuance of a vast prohibited traffic in an article of vicious 
luxury, high in price, and liable to frequent and prodigious fluctuation. Jn a 
mere commercial point of view, therefore, I believe it is susceptible of proof, 
that the gradual diversion of British capital into other channels of employment 
than this, would be attended with advantageous consequences. 

The effect upon the Indian finance of its sudden cessation, could not fail 
to be extremely perplexing. But I have not been a careless observer since I have 
been in this country, and I hope your Lordship will let me say that there are 
many cogent reasons for regretting the extent to wliich the Indian income is 
dependent upon such a source of revenue. 

The proposed measures of the Chinese Government seem to me to furnish 
the best hope for our safe extrication from an unsound condition of things. , 

. I have, &c., 

(IBigned) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

, QMef ^vperitit«kdent» 




Inclo8inl)e 1 iti No. 93. 

Mf trial Edict prohibiting ike exportalioA of Siker. 


s Canton, February 17, ISZ7. 

ON the 2bth day of the 12th month (26 January) the Grand Couucil 
of State received the following verbal commands front Ills Majesty. 

A report has this day arrived from Tang and his colleagues, presenting the 
result of their mutual deliberations, directed to remove the baiicl'ul efiects tliat 
arise from opium having pervaded the country. By the prevalence of opium 
throughout the empire, there has been occasioned .a daily decrease of our fine 
silver} being now desirous to exert ourselves entirely to stop up the source of' 
this evil, the only sure inode of proceeding is, utterly to prohibit the exportation 
of sycee silver. If by diligent and assiduous watchfulness in the places from 
whence the silver is exported; and at thoiic points by which it necessarily must 
pass, we can deprive both the traitorous natives and the barbarians of all oppor- 
tunity of exercising their artful devices, it is clear that wc way thus gradually 
close up tho breach and prevent further exportation. The said Governor and 
his colleagues have been able to perceive this, and point it out in their Mcmcyial, 
Let them join heart and hand to enlbrfc vigilant and faithful observation, to punish 
all traitorous natives who combine with the foreigners in illegality, and entirely to 
hinder foreign merchants from grati^'ing tlieir avaricious greediness; and let 
it be their grand object wholly to prevent tlie exportation of our fine silver. 
Their labours must be productive of some fruit, they must not attempt to 
get off with mere empty words, but, having the name of exerting thcmselvos; 
they must prove the reality of their exertions. Communicate these commands 
to Tang and Kc, and let them enjoin them also on Wan. Respect this. 


Translated from the Chinese. 

(Signed) J. Roux. Mouhison, 
Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 


inclosure 2 in No. 93. 


■ February 17, 1837. 

THE following pas.sagc is translated Rom a paper purporting to give 
infonnation as to the nature of a despatch received by the Provincial Government 
from Peking. 

“A despatch from the Grand Council of State has reached Canton, to this 
effect, that the exportation of sycee silver is still by law to be prohibited; tJiat 
as to opium, the tlovcrnor and Lieutenant-Governor are directed to deliberate 
with regard to a duty, to be levied on its importation. The Kwang Chow Hce 
is to proceed to Peking, to 6e presented to Ilis Majesty. Ilis vacancy, &c.’’ 

(The remainder of the document is a mere detail of appointments.) 

. Translated ffom the Chinese. 

(Signed) J. Robt. Morrison, 

Chinese Secretary and Interpreter, 


Imperial Edict. ^ 
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* . ' Viscvunt Patmerston to Captain Elliot. 

Sifj Foreign Office, November 2,.18,Sf7. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your despsEitches to the 27th of April 
mclusive, which have been laid before Iler Msifesty’s Government. 

In your despatch of the 27th of April you detail the particulars of various com- 
munications which you had had with the Viceroy of Canton, with a view to the 
assertion of your right to forward yojir communications direct to that officer in a 
sealed form, and to receive those of his Excellency iii a similar, fbrni.^' addressed 
direct to yourself, and not to the Hong merchants. 

Her Majesty’s Government liave learnt with satisfaction that you had suc- 
ceeded in obtaining the admission of the first of these claims, which relates to the 
mode of sending iji your own communications ; and I am to express to you the 
approbation of your Government of the course which you pursued on this occasion. 

You will not fail, on every suitable opportunity, to continue to press for the 
recognition, on the part of the Chinese authorities, of your right to receive, direct 
from the Viceroy, sealed communications addressed to yourself, Avithout the 
intervention of Hong merchants. 

t I am, See. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 05. 

discount Palmerston, to Captain Elliot. 


Sir. 


Foreign Office, November 2, 1837. 


I TRANSMIT to you the copy of an Instruction on the subject of our 
relations witli China, which has been addressed by the. Lords . Commis- 
sioners of, the Admiralty to Rear Admiral Sir Frederick Maitland, Com- 
mander-in-chief of Her Majesty’s squadron .on the East India station. , 
You will observe that while Sir Frederick Maitland is .informed that 
it is desirable that one or more of the ships under his orders .should, as 
frequently as possible, visit the China station, and should remain there .is 
long as may be consistent with the ilcmauds of the service e)scwhcre 
witnin his command; he is also instructed to take the earliest convenient 
opportunity of himself visiting China, in order to have a pcrsqndl coija- 
munication with you, and thus afford an opportunity for the ,interchan^ 
of information between yourself and him. which in .many pqssitile future 
contingencies would be highly advantageous to British ’ interest^ in tbdt 
quarter. * 

Whenever, therefore, you shall receive from SirJFrcdcrick Maitland an 
intimation of his arrival off the coast of China, you will, if not then, residing 
at Macao, lose no time in proceeding . to that place, to meet anfi conj^r 
with him; and in all your communications with the Rear Admiral, .or with 
the Commanders of any of Her Majesty's ships that may .visit yqu 

will be careful to conform yourself to the line of conduct presci^ihieii ip .t.hc„ 
Instruction of which.a copy is now, transmitted to yon. 

. ■v;5 "i 

•■■■■■ . ..;(Signed), 



Inclosure in No. 95. 


yhc!^i Palmmi9^t^ J^ord$ of . the Admiralty., 

. Foreigri Office, Sept^tSef ^yl^T. 

H£|l Majesty's Government have had under their considerati<mt Sir 
John Barrow’s letter of the 6th instant^ in which, by command, of -your 
Lordships, 'he incloses a 'copy of an article, in the lustructions, to the. Naval 
. Commander-in^hief in the £ast Indies, upon the .subjeci of our. relations 
with China, and requests, to be informed whether , any, and . if. any, . what 
addition -or alteration ^should be made in that instmetion ; and, also; whether 
the Rear.- Admiral Commanchng>in<rcluef, should. not be directed, to proceed 
'himself' to Macao, to communicate with Her Maje.sty’s Superintendent, .at 
Canton; ; ••Her Majesty’s- Government' havingji ’at. the same tiraci Irad under 
consideration the several lettere w'hich have i.oin, various ; occasions, .been 
addressed' by this .department ,to the Admiralty, ujjon the nature of the 
protection 'Which it would' 'he*. desirable to alford -to British subject.s resident 
in or trading to China, I have now to signify to your Lordships the Queen's 
pleasure-, that the- existing- instruction to the Commander-inrChief^iii the East 
Indies, with respect to China, should he altogether cancelled, and that one, in 
the following terms, should be substituted in its stead : 

“ The trade between Great Britain and China being now by law thrown 
open to all Her Majfeisty's subjects, instead of l>eing. confined, as formerly, 
to the East India Company, the care of our commercial relations with the 
Chinese Empire has,- inconsequence, been transferred to tlie Crown ; the Bast 
India Company’s establishments, at Canton and Macao have been withdrawn ; 
find a Qiie^n’s officer hi^s beeh substituted, wnth the title of Superintendent and 
with the duties of a Consul. It is, therefore, desirable that one or more of -the 
ships under your ofd^fs should, as frequently as possible^ visit '..the China 
statidni ’aiid should' remain there long aS' may be consistent with the 
dcmahda of' the service elsc'Wliere ivithiii your command ; arid whenever a 
frigate' csri bo spared for this service,' a ship of that class wotild be- preferable 
to a Birialler One. ‘ ‘ . ■ ■. 

*Hie purposes for '.wbicli such ships -would be stationed are: — First, -to 
afford, -b^otectibn to British interests, and to give weiglit to any representations 
which' ^cr Majesty’s Superintendent may be under the -necessity of making, 
in case j any of Her Majesty’s, subjects should have just cause of complaint 
’ the", Chinese ''authorities’; and secondly, to assist the Superintendent- in 

maintaiiiihg ofder amdog ‘the crews of the British merchantmen who frequent 
the port of .Cpnton, ' % i, . ; 

’‘^'if'He'.pfficere' 'i^tntnahdirig' the ships' of Her Majesty, which mriy thus 
ftbm^ttjrid’ to’ tinie 'be slsht to China, should be especially admonished to be 
.■vtery c^refuf .‘that th,e‘ 'officers ’and-' men ' belonging to' the ship unded'tlieir 
cominandi* dd .not hi any way offend the prejudices of the Chinese -ijeoide, 
np'r -violatb' the laws and ^stomsof the Chinese empire ; and upon all such 
matters, sis w-ell 'as With respect to the places where such ships ought to lie, in 
order best to he ahld'to^pertoriri the' services' for which tliey are ^t; the officers 
in ^duld" cbipmonicate *frequcntly and confidentially with Her 

Maje$tipS ^Supteriritendeqt';' ir^’cinbering always, however,'* that unless in a case 
.o£..gpBat .emergency, .whea.a..d6jnQjastraUon. pr qn acUml employment of force 
may;' be urgently and absolutely necessary for the protection of the lives 
ana 'property of British subjects, Her Majesty’s ships of war are studibusly 
to respect the regulations of the Cliinese Government as to the limits 
beyond which foreign ships of war are not allowe’d to approach the city. of 
Canton. '.'''...V '.'.- 

“ But "it is . for, many reas$j|i^ expedient, for the interests pf Her Majesty’s 
service,, that, yop, should yonriii^ take as early an opportunity as may be 
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convenient, to . have a personal coimih^htneatioh* with Her Majesty’s Superin- 
tendent, who would meet you fpr that purpose at Macao; an4 your visit on 
that occasion shhuld, if possible, be' made in a line-of-battle ship.. j The 
interchange of information between yourself and the Superintendent, for which 
such’ personal communication would aftbrd an opportunity, would, in nlan^^ 
possible future contingencies, be highly advantageous to British inter^ts in that 
quarter. . 

“You will, however, constantly beai* in mind, that while, on the one 
hand, it is useful that the Chinese should be aware of the nature and extent of 
Her Majesty’s naval power, it is, on the other hand, most impo]^nt that 
you should avoid any proceedings which might inspire the Chinese with ah 
apprehension that this naval power is likely to be employed in unprovoked 
hostility against them.” 

In conclusion, I am to retpiest that your Lordshipsi will furnish me with 
a copy of any instructions which you may now, or at any future time, think 
proper to give to the naval Commandcr-in-chicf iii the East Indies, bearing 
upon the question of our relations with China, in order that the same may, if 
necessary, be transmitted to Her Majesty’s Superintendent in China, for his 
information and guidance. 

I am, &c., 

•(Signed) PALMERSTON. 
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No. 96. . . 

Captcin Elliot to Viacoimt Pahnarston. — {Recv.ivat DccomOcr “2, ,183/.) 


% Lord, 


Macao, Alarch 18, 183“. 


A iSIIlP upon the point of sjiilinc; for Bt‘nj,Ml, aflin-ds inr a prosj)ocf t)f 
(•oininimirating rapidly witli your Ivordsliip, by llir incans of tlic overland mail 
of May. 

I seize Ibis op|)ortiinity to transmit the translation of an Edict, Just pro- 
cured throuj;b a private cliannel, c«)ntainin.e,‘ the Imperial pleasnn', that 1 shall 
be furnished with a passport to jiroeeed to (’anton for the jx-i formanee of my 
duties. 


The ollieial notification may he expected from Canton in the course of a 
few days. 

For the first time in the history of our intereoiirsi' witli China, the prin - 
ciple is most formally admitted, that an oflicer of a foreif^n Soveri‘ij;n, whose 
functions are purely public;, should re.side in a city of the em|)iiv. I lis . Ma- 
jesty’s (lovernment may depend upon my constant, cautious, and earnest 
elforts to improve this state of circumstances. 

‘ I have, iitc., 

• (Signeil) CHARLES IsLLlOT. 


Inclosiire 1 in No. !)(!. 

Eilicf of the (rofcnior of Caafoii. 

ON tlie20lh January the re]>ort was sent to the Empi'ror, stating that 
Elliot the foreigner was to assume tin' management of the Merchants and 
Neamen of bis country. The despatch of the Privy Council, containing the 
Imperial Edict, forwarded.by a courier of t!ic Military Hoard, arrived on the 
lath March. 

(iovernor Tang hai^ stated, that after the dissolution of tin' Company, no 
Taepan had y<‘t come. In I)ec(Mnbcr. last, year, tlic said nation gave a special 
appointment to one of its ollicers to jwocced to Canton, and take tin' general 
control of tin* Merchants wlio had previously come to trade, and also of the 
Seamen, &c. 

Since the ships of the said nation continually jirrive, there ought to be 
somebody to control, and occasionally to tra!U|uiHi/.e them. 

Now, the said foreigner has rei'cived a publii’ ollieial commission for the 
control of the Merchants and Sailors. Though his title and rank are not the 
same with that of Taepan, the business of controlling does not dilii'r. 

lie is, therefore, permitted, aci’ording to existing regulations, (as formi'rly 
the Taepan,) to go up Canton, and on his arrival at the jirovincial city to 
manage afl’airs. The lloppo is, therefore, orderetl to i'-sue a fiermit. 

When he in future lives either at Canton, or at Macao, he ought to con- 
form to the old huvs. He is not permitted to e.xceed the jiroper time by 
loitering about, and thus to give gradually rise to irregularities. 

The high ollicers are hehl re.sponsible, and must not permit him to create 
disturbances. For this purpose they ought (o issiu; private orders to the 
civilians, military officers, and Ilong merchants, t<.» inform themselves 
occasionally about the true state of things, invc.stigate and u’^ateh over him. 

If the said foreigner performs Ifts duty improperly, ai'ts irregujarly, and 
combines with trait“rou»na1ivi's to disobey clamlestinely the laws, he shall be 
driven back to his country, in order to do away with the source of evil. 

Let this Edict be communicated to him. Respect this. 

In accordance to the Imperial Decree, this letter was forwarded. 

Translated from the Chinese. 

(Signed) CnAiacs Gutzlakf, 

. Joint Interpreter. 

2 C 
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No. 97. 

Capttt'm Elliot to Eisconut Palmerston. — {Unwind Xovemhcr 25, 1837.) 

• ^ 

My Lorfl, Munw, iMarch 

1 tlii‘ honour to inform son that I liavo this day iwrivcd tlio 

puUrK* confiiini’tioii of th(‘ inl(‘Hii;'(*n(*i* convoyed in my Dc^spatch of the 18tli 
inst.; rnnl l!ic jiroJ ra<Mi‘(i (l(‘j>aitnr(‘ of the shi|) wliich is to ciirry Ihatcoin- 
iMunicafion, has t‘nahh‘(l me to transmit the official document by tlie same 
oe(*a^ion. 

'fiii.s |)ajM‘i- \oin- Lonl.dii|) w ill obscrv(\ invoivt's tiu* sie;nHicat,ioii of tlie 
!in[)erial nleasui t* to Ijis Kxc<'!!(‘:icy tlu‘ (Governor, that I shall Ix; furnisluxl 
with a pa^sjiort to pro^aa'd to (’ant».vn, as v vW as Ills FA(.*('lli*n(‘y's diiajctions to 
the [lo|)polo jL!;ranl it t<» me. 

The Inchtsnrc N(». i? is my r<*p!y to his laxccdh'iicy tlie (iovcTUor, and the 
pa'^si'»or( ina\ he (‘xpacted at Ma<*ao in the course of the ensuini; week. 

immciliatt' d(‘nartu(e ol tlic .-.hio will, I trust. !)(‘ mv sulficienl c\cus(^ 

i I • 

for this hiiri'ii't! (iospotcli. 

I liii\('. 

tSi-Mc.l) criARLKS KJJJOT. 

IiiclitMin' I ill No. .97. 


77/1 ifopp-K file ’nipvriti! ^^ain l 'ion fov the llcsirloncv of ( 'iipliiiit 

I'JUut !<< \Sf/i MiH'ch. IS,‘{7. 


M'.W. 

(uiVl'f!!!!'’ 'S 


SiV'-.'i'intcmli 111 <)!' Moriiiinc ('i>toii:s. I'kc., to tliv IIoii”- Mcr- 
t'l. h' f'.!!! !iC(juaiiii;iiMV li(‘n*v. il h. 'I'lic follo','. iiiij is a foin- 
Vi iia'!) I n'ccivi“(l <>!: tin- Hilli i:l^talll, froai lii-- r'.\ia;!ieiicv tlio 


iii'liti.r *1 the' <it)s;-i\( s I a iiu niorial M'lii'-I: I addi’fssnl 


to ()'/• 7'!ir(;rc, 
(ha! (li;- rf.'.’:ii‘- 
(iiv iMiMv-haiils 


on <i:a 2d!h /d' .laiitiai-y, 5 l•<•j)|•^•Sl'Il)od to ills (lu; I'acf, 

il f'li'.'iinu'f S'diio' iiad haoi aiijKiintrd Jo take (iia cunt nil over 
and .'fana !! o. Iiis foniiii v. i iiava moav. on (he 11th instant. 


recaiv.'d iiy a ci/aricr of (ho I{oa"d 
la';'*, addi’i- '■'•d (o myself, '-nclo.-il: 
S'iiid of I'v'brtiarv. 


ot l\'ar, a dfspateh from (lie ('oimnll of 
U'th(' sidijoined Imperial cdicl cifdate, tlio 


“ ‘ Insperial J'-dict ranri; has represented to ik. (hat sinee the dissolution 
of tlie Ciiainanv. no ehief snjierearito has eoine to Canton; that in December 
last year, the said nation yavi' a ,speei;il appointimmt to one of its oflieers, to 
proec'. il to k'anton and lake the general control of the merchants who come to 
trade, and also oi' (lie seamen, &.e. ; that since the ships of the said nation con- 
tinnallx aiaive, tlu;re onydit to he some one to control them, with a view to 


prcsei'vi' trampiillity; and that (he saiil foreif>'ner having received a jmblic offi- 
cial commission for the control of (he merchants and seamen, although his 
title he not the same as (hat of the ehief-siipercargoes hitherto sent, yet in the 
duty of eoiitroling he does not diffi'r, — It is therefore our Imperial pleasure, 
that he he permitted to repair to Canton, under the existing regulations ap- 
plicable to ehicf-snpc'reargoes, and that on his arrival at the provyteial capital 
he he allowetl ti) take tlie management of affairs. For this purpose, the Super- 
intcmh'ut of Customs is hereby commanded to grant him a passport. In 
future h(' is (o re'^ide sometimes at Macao and .sometimes at Canton, conform- 
ing herein to the old rcgnlatioris : and he must not be permitted to exceed the 
\>mper (ime, and by loitering about, gratlnally effect a continued residence. 
The said (loviniior and his colleagues are h<*rehy authorised to hohl tlie said 
foreigner respoiisihle for the careful control of affairs, that so all disturbances 
may la; prevented. They should i.ssne strict orcicrs to all the officers, civil and 
militiiry. and to the Hong Merchants, rejpiiring them to inform tliemsclvcs 
from (iim; to time of tin; true slate of things, and to keep a watch on (he said 
forci^iei-. If lie exceed his duty and act improperly, or combining with trai- 
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toi’oiis natives, seek to tM^st the laws to serve his private eucls, he nuis.t imine- 
<liately be «lriven hadv to his country, in order ettectnallv to remove the source 
of evil. Let this edict he eominnnieuted to 'I’ang. lleb}>ec“t this.’ 

“I, the (lovernor, have, on the n'ceipt of this e'diet, j^ivea niy attention 
to the Kiil)jeet,'an(l 1 (ind, that I before sent to voii a copy of inv nhnnorial. 
I will now tin* fiiijiiurial ;in<l jiulioiiil ( 'oiinnissioiRTs of this proviinM*. lo 

issue iiistruetJons iT(|uii*in^ ohrfliencc' lo this (‘iiirt. I niil also i^ivc .-frict 
coininunds to th(^ civil and inililary otliccrs, and to lln* lion*;' iMci‘chani>^ 
quiring' tlunn, iVoin tiiii(‘ to time, to inldrin Ihoaivclvis of tin* true state of 
things, and to keep a w atch on I he said lon igin r; and it ht‘ o\ er>iep liis <lnty 
and act improperly, or eoinhining willi traitoion- ]i:iti\e>, .^(ck to twi^t the 
laws to serve his j^rivate (*nds. din'etiiig Ihinn irmi.e<liatrly to la port the facts, 
and request that he he dri\en hack lo liis ow n (cunt i y ; at the same lime 
eautiojiing them not to connive^ in any way, le^t tlu v draw inv(^stiga(ion upon 
t]jems(*lves. lii'sides taking these steps, il i> ineuinhaiil on nu^ lo eo'niiiuni- 
eatoto youtlu‘ above (‘diet, to tlu‘ ('ud that yon iiniy art in obedienca* lo it, and 
hi the liope that, as soon as tlie said fon*igner rcf^iasts a pass[H»rl, yon will at 
once give it to Ijim according to the l<*gal forms, at Ihe same linn' diiaa*ring 
the 1 long Merehants ami lingnists to enjoin iijion liim these commaiids, — 
that it is heriecdorlh iin[ierativ(‘ on him, wIum) coming lo ( anton, to inanagi* 
allairs, to ('onfonii liimself to the ('xisting ri'gnlalions applicable lo chied* 
supercargoes, — thal he is to he* hedd respon^ibls' for Ihe earebd eonlrt)! of 
affairs, — that !u‘ must not oAiastep his duly' and act improperly, and that, as 
regards his resid(‘nee, soim^limes at ?>Iai‘ao and sometinu s at (’iinlon, he must 
in this also eonfoian to llii* old rt*gulations, tun* (‘an he be* allowed (o loiter 
oey^ond the pro|ier pejiod/’ 

I, the Il<.)ppo, on th(‘ j'eeeipf of tlu‘ abovcg forlliw'itli i-^sm* this edii.'t. 
When this readies the said Ilong iMereh;uil‘', let tUein in olK'dicmce In'reto 
imme^liately to (‘njoin upon the ^nid foreigner I In-NO ('«)inmand'-, llun iri^- henee- 
forth iinpi‘ra1iv(‘ on him, w!n*n coming to C’anion. to managi* aiihirs, to eon- 
forin himscdl' to llie existing ri^gidations ai)piieal>le to chier--»ipei’earg(H‘s, — 
tliat he is to be held res[)onsible for the (‘ai-ei’ul control of aiVairs, -that he 
must. Jiot overstej) Ins duty, and a('t im[>j‘operiy,' and .tliai, as re gards his 
ivsidene(‘, sonu'times at (Hinton and som(‘tinn‘s at Macao, he* ninst in this 
also conform himself To t lie old ri'gnl.itions, nor c*an In* bt‘ allowed to loiter 
b(!yond tiu* propc‘r jieriod* Oppc'sc* not, A s|)(‘ei;d edict. 

Taoukwang, 17tli year. 'Jd month, 12lli day (bstli March, 

Translated from the (liinese. 

(Nigned) J. Hoirr. Moiuiison, 

f^luHt‘sc S(‘L ref itri/ mnl Itifrrprrfe/ , 


Inelosuri' ‘2 in No. \) 7 , 

Httpidln EUiof to ihe (jnrrr}inr uf Cfntfon. 

March 21. !cS37. 

THE Undersigned has liad tlu‘ honour to i*e("i'ive the signilieation of Ilis 
Imperial Majesty’s most graeious command^ that he should he fnrnislied w ith 
a passport to repair to the l^roviiieial Uity and enter upon the performance 
of his duties^ 

The Undersigned respectfully assures liis Exeellemw, that it is at on(*e 
Ids duty and his anxion.^ desire to conform in all things to the Jmperiai 
pleasure. And he wall therefore lieecjfully attend to tiu* points adverted to 
in the papers now before ]din. 

The Undersigned lias transinittod to the senior Hong ^lendiant a li^t of 
the persons attached lo his suite, whose nanii's lie desires to he inserted in 
Ids passport. ^And he avails himself of this occasion to offer to his I^xcel- 
lency the Governor, tlie reiterated expression of liis most respectful con- 
sidcrution. 

(Signed) UliAllLE»S ELLIOT. 


2 C 2 
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No. 98. 

I 

(\iptain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston. — {lieceivcd Novemher 13, 1837.) 

My Lord, Maato, March 29, 1837. 

I HAVE tiu! lionour to acquaint your Lor(lshi|) that my passport l^as 
this clay n-achcd Macao, and I proposes to omhark for C'autoii on the 2n(l 
proximo, accompanied by the, Scccmd Supca'intendent, the Secretary, the 
Interpreter Mr, Morrison, and the Assistant Sursfeon. 

It is not my intention to detain Mr. .lohnsi on in Canton beyond a few 
da\s, because the constant residence of one of the Superintendents at 
Macao is necessary, for the |)urpose of conducting the. busine.s.s of British 
slops and sidqeets without the port, and also in the event of aeeidents here 
dnrino; my own abseiuTS at tlu' I’rovineial City. 

In ease any casualty should ha[)pen lo myself, it will be desirable, how- 
ever, that Mr. .fohnslon’s position as the sc'cond ))erson in this Commission 
should have been mad(‘ formally obvious to the I’rttvincial (iovernmeut, and 
it is upon this j^round that he will accompany me on this occasion of my 
first oflieial visit. 

Mr. Colled”;e, the Surejeon, will remain at Macao. There are no facilities 
for the cauivenient tiTatment of patients in tIu' (‘onfmed and erowdc'd fac- 
tories, and therefore if any of tlu^ otfieers fall sick at Canbin, it would 
always be necessary to remove tliem lo fliis placre. A still more urgent 
reason for leaving Mr. Colledge at Macao, is, that an extensive and highly 
u.scfnl infirmary estahlished here, in which sick seauu'n and other indigent 
persons are received, would he deprivetl of the services of a medical otiicer 
whilst this gentleman M'cn^ at Canton. 

1 believe, my Lord, it will be immediately plain to you, that Macao is in 
<wery respect the most suitable station for the Cha])el and Cl(*rgyman in 
(/'hina. It is the usual dwelling-place of all the foreign families, and a Chapel 
is alnxidy rented and furnished hen*; 1 have, thend’ore, r('(piested the llev. 
Mr. A'aehell to consider this [)laee to be his permanent residence. 

He will, howevx'r, visit (.^anton at eonvcnictit int<‘rval.s and performs 
divine service in tin; Hall «tf the (Superintendents* Otlice. 

Afr. (iiit'/latr, the Joint Interpreter, will also r(‘iwain at Macao. Pressing 
oe<'asions for the scrvi<res of such an otlieer ai'C fretpicntly presenting them- 
selves here. In any emergency of cxb'tisivc* eorres|)ondenee with the Pro- 
vincial Covernmeut, Mr. (.iut/Jalf will join meat Canton. 

1 have, &c., 

(Sign.'d) CHARLE.S ELLIOT. 


No. 99. 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston. — (Itecciced Xoremf/er 13, 1837.) 

My Lord, Macao, April 1, 1837. 

BPiFORE I proce<‘d to Canton, I think it right to place your Lordship 
in [)oss(“ssiori of my own views upon the actual posture of drcunistances 
connected with the public intercourse between His Majesty’s Government 
and this Em{)ire. , 

Tho Imperial edict which I have had the honour to transmit, is certainly 
a very formal and uncciuivocal recognition of my character as a British 
ofiieer, appointed by the Government of my country, to manage its public 
concerns in these dominions. No attempt js made to evadt*. the material 
distinction between my own position and that of the chief sciwant of the 
Company, or of any other foreign functionary hitherto permitted to reside 
here. 'J'hc understanding that I cannot engage in trade, and that my 
basincss is purely public, is plainly expressed.* 
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Upon tlu! side of His Majesty’s Government then, my Lord, it appears 
to me, that no conditicm is wanting to give to the representations of its agent 
here, a eomplete formal character. They arc tlie eommunications of a 
foreign ollii'er recognised by the Emperor, addressed to the head of the. 
Provincial Government, and they reach his Excellency’s h^nds in a sealed 
shape. 

% As respects the eommimieations of the tJovernment. intended for me, 
the state of the case is very dill'erent. ’Fliey are not addressed to me at all: 
they speak of me, not to me. They are injiinetions to per.sons with wliom, in 
the admiVsion of the Em)ieror, 1 have n(» congeniality of pursuit, and who, 
therefore, in common sense, ought to have no j*nhlie relations witli me. 

To the extent that the employment of the Ilong merchant, as a channel 
for the conveyijnce of direct sealed communication^ to the (iovernor, commit.s 
me to receive by the same hand direct sealc'd com inmiieat ions from the 
(Jovernor, the analogy, indei'd, is a st)und one, and I coidd offer no objection 
to practice founded upon it. But the u.sc of the Hong merchant, as a letter- 
bearer to the (ioverm)r, certainly earncs with it no ac(|uiescenc.e in the doc- 
trine, that the Govc'rnor's orticrs addressed to that individual are binding 
upon me. 

As it is at present, I am entitled to considei' that tlic Governor's com- 
munications in respect t<» me r(;ach me in the form of no mon; tlian highly 
credible information. And wlnm no public ineon\enienee, or grave ptuxtiial 
re.s[) 0 !isibility is to be incurred* by sliaping my proceedings u|)on knowledge 
thus acquired, I lio[te your J.oitlship will he of ojtinion that I shall only 
manifest a proper respect to these authorities by conforming to their under- 
stood wishes, notwithstanding the indirectness of their signification. But 
as a constant principle, it appears to be clear that my obligations of con- 
formity to tlie |)leasure of this (iovernment, or of any notice of it, are justly 
limited by the rule, that it should be directly and formally signified 
to iiie. 

It is not tor nu* to dictate a mode of intercourse to the (!l)iiu‘se (lovcrru 
incnt with an olliei'r of a ror<‘if;*ii nation' -amh ind(‘ed, I haM* a stron**' 
impression that evcaits will soon open tlu'ir own ey(*s to the iinsiiitablencss 
and inedicaey ot tlu* presc'nt (‘onrs-e, for tlu‘ir own piii*poses. 

A^’hen his hAccllency linds nu* incommnnicahle n|)oi^ points on whi(di lie 
<lcsircs to coinmni(‘ate with im*, (for to re(H*i\e jiapers addn‘.sse<l to the Hong* 
iiicrehants, in my jnd^nient, by no means commits me to acUnowIcd^e them 
in otliia* papers, addressed to the (Governor,) 1 imaj^ine his Jvveellency wall 
s('t ahont to s(‘(*k Avhat lliese ohstaeles are, and how they may he (conveniently 
and (piietly set aside. 

His hiXCellency, it may he sn<*j;v.sted in some* sm’h eonjnncMnrc, re(*ei\es 
my coininiinic'alions in a s(‘al(‘d shape addiTssed diiH*etly to himself, a praetiec 
w’ith wdiieh I am perfcetly satisfied; and if he tliinks til to forward his own . 
direet. to me in tlu‘ same wise, I could no loni>t‘r pnvsiniu^ to (piestion the 
perfect formal siiHicicncy of such a manner of iiUerconrse. 

There were many subjects upon which his Excelkuicy (‘oniinunieateci" 
with th(^ Iloiii*^ inerchffnts, that I could not vcntnri' [uihlicrly to notice, 
e\C(‘pt his ])l(*asnr(* w(‘r(‘ si<»niti(*(l lo me in a direct form, or tliroujih a 
responsible otfiecM’ of the empire* of respectable rank specially deputed for 
the [xirpose of earrvinj;: on the public intercourse w ith me. Hndcr pivsent 
eireuinstances, his Kxcelleuey's vicwvs only reached my know ledge as tliey did 
tlial of all fiireii^ii private; individuals — that is to say, at s(*cond liaiul, and as 
an individual, tlu*y should always have my most respec tful att(*ntion. But as 
an ollioer, my responsibility wcis serious, and 1 was precluded from dealing* 
with them otHcially, uiikxss I had a direct public warrant for my pro- 
ceedings. 

The Ilong nierchaftts are men unaicpiaintcd w ith jinhlic affairs, and 
naturally swayed by their private intciTsts, and theri'fore with no culpable 
.i))tentions, their liability to jnistakes and inisconccplion is considerable. 
The consequences of siuih errors might be too fatal to [lerinit me to weaver 
from iny just claim to he placed in direet possession of the w ishes of this 
Guyernment, whenever it was expected I should lake public notice of them,, 
committing the public intereslspof my country. 



198 


I’he Emperor had already been graciously pleased to acknowledge my 
oflicial character ; and his Imperial Majesty, in his wisdom, would also 
recognise the reasonableness of these objections and requests, founded upon 
my duty to my own Government, and upon an anxious desire to obviate the 
risk of very hazardous misunderstandings. 

With this course of representation put forward at a favourable oppor- 
tunity, and in the most defi'renllal language, I see no reason to despair^of 
carrying tlu* recpiired moditication in the mode of conducting my othcial 
intereoui'sc with the Provincial (iovernmeut. ^ , 

[ will <’oneludc this despatch, by observing tlnit, in my own humble 
opinion, the actual manner of communication from us to the ('hiuesc is 
sulliciently formal and coinph'te, for all our ])urposcs. From them to us,, and 
for their objects, it is defective. I can assure your Lordship* that this i.s a 
(condition of circumstanc.(‘.s far less inconvenient to his Majesty’s (iovern- 
ment than to the Provincial authorities. The defect, however, is of their own 
creation, and the remedy is in th<‘ir own hands. 

1 have, &o., 

(Signed) f 1 1 ARLES ELLIOT. 


No. 100. • 

Captain Elliot to dxconnt Palmerston. — (Received October i), 1837.) 

My Lord, Canton, Jpt~il 27, 1837 

'ITII^i inclosc<l papers involve a formal declaration of considerable import- 
ance which we liave siK^ceeded in drawing from the Governor since our arrival 
in Canton, on the Pith instant; viz., the clear right to forward our addresses 
to his Exeelleney in a sealed shape, an<l without. ]>revious communication 
upon the subject of their contents to any persons whatever. 

Tt is d(‘sirabli! bn many accounts that the f.ireumstanees under which 
this admission has been made, shoidd be fully submitt('d to your Lordshq)’s 
knowledge. 

A few day.s before my fle[)ai’ture from Matrao for (Janton, I received a 
letter from the Government at Singapore, acquainting me, that an English 
ship from this port, bound to Englan<l, had succeeded in rescuing seventeen 
Chinese from a sinking junk; tliat these persons had been landed at Pulo 
Aor ; that aiTangcments bad been made with the Malay Chief there, to con- 
vey them to Singajjore ; and finally, that tlu'y had arrived in safety at that 
place. 

It occurred to me that the communication of this gratifying intelligence 
might be made subservient to the purpose of gradually accustoming his 
Excellency, to recognise the distinction between my own station and that 
of the Foreign’ Commercial Agents in this country, in other words, I hoped 
it would ensure a courteous answer to my address officially announcing my 
arrival at Canton. 

With that intention, the Inclosure No. 1 was transmitted to his Excel- 
lency, so as to reach his hands about a day before my own arrival in Canton, 
in order that there might be no time to reply to it, till the Inclosurc No, 2 
were already in his possession. 

Several days passed without any notice of either of these Inclostwes, but 
on the 16th, 1 received a reply to the first, and in the afternoon of the 20th, 
I was furnished with the Inclosure No. 4 . 

Your I.,ordship udll observe from this last paper/ that his Excellency had 
taken offence, or, perhaps, I might more justly say, had taken alarm, at my 
attempts (guarded and respectful though they, were) to establish the official 
character of my station. 

I perceived, however, with the greatest satisfaction, that his manner of 
repelling these advances had not been carefully measured, and that his 
Excellency had hastily placed himself in an unsound position, which it would 
have been very hazardous to maintain. 
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He is pleased to command in the Indosui’e J^fo. 4, that the merchants 
must carefully pause and exam^e my papers before? they arc closed; and, 
indeed, that they arc not to present them if they contain language or propo- • 
sitions inconsistent Avith the dignity of this Empire. Now,, in the case of 
papers transmitted by the chief servants of the Company, though t am not 
avi^re the principle l»ad evei- been formally and specifically conceded, still it 
had long been practically admitted, that the merchants had no {irctension to 
meddle AA'ith them. 

Ijut*at all events, hit uated as I am, the first Foreign Ollicer Avho has ever 
resided in Canton under the Imperial Authority it'-clf, 1 suav at once that the 
Governor’s attempt to press such an extreme and obsolete nih' in tlic case of 
papers coming from me, was a mistake of considerabit' magniliidc. If the 
communications AA'ere inlerrupteil upon those grounds, it was plain that the 
heaviest burden of resjionsibility from cither (.iovernmcnl would devolve 
upon his Excellency, — not u[»(m me. 

With the conviction then, that his FAcellcncy liad been too abrupt in 
this respect, and sensible of (he nnsuitablcncss of giving way upon such a 
point, I sent, in the course of the afternoon of tin* day tliat the edict reached 
me, for llowipia, the senior Hong merchant; and I desired tin? messenger to 
let him know that my business was of urgent importaiuH', and that if he 
Avere not Avith me in one hour, it Avould hi? unnecessary to giv(“ liimstrif the 
trouble to come at all. That nly cominunieution should lie coiiA'cyed to his 
Excellency through another ibannel. and I would leave (’anton in a few 
hours. 

Your Jjordshipis probably aAvari that this very remarkable man, has for 
many years been (he senior I long merchant, and, indt'cd, the adviser and 
main agent of tin* (iovcrmiient, in alt its pnblii* concerns with the foreigners. 

He had not visited me since my arrival in (.’anton, neither bad I thought' 
it desirable to encourage him to do so, or to hold anv intercourse Avhatever 
AA’ith the Hong merchants. 

W’ithin tie* time fixe<!, IIow<|ua came to me in the Htdl, and 1 (old him 
A'iA'illy, tliat I did not dare to aeeeiit such an edict as he had that day forwarded 
to me, and that 1 should therefore return it to him immedintely. 

Me entr<*ated me not to pursue any instant course of tljat kind, and 
begged Avith the most imyked and painful anxiety that I would explain to 
him the particular grounds upon which I objected to receivi! this paper. 

I assured him that it Avas far from my wish to involve! him in any dillieul- 
ties Avith his oaa'u Govenment ; and in order to save iiim liarudess as’ iuuc!h as 
in jne lay, 1 Avon Id detain the edict till the day after the nt!xt, at eleven o’clock, 
when he wotdd he so good as to return to me again and receive it, ns av'cU as 
a written declaration explanatory of iny reasons for iledining to take it, and 
of the other steps AAdiieh his ExceUeney’s [u oeeedings had forced upon me. 

On the 22nd instant, at eleven o’clot:k, IIoAVcpui came to me again, and 
I then signed the Inclosure No. 5, in his presence, and delivered it to him, 
together with the Governor’s edict No. 4. 

I announced to liim also, that I did not in the least desire to hnriy.his 
Excellency, but' if this nmtter Avere not satisfactorily adjusted by the 26th 
instant', at tAV'cl\'e o’clock at night, I should leave Csuiton.' 

It Avas possible it might be thought desirable that I should go doAAH inside; 
(that is to say, by the passage, requiring a Passport.) 1, therefore, told 
Howqna it should not be refused if one Avcrc sent to me ; but it must be 
understood that I was content with the outer passage, and would by no means 
ask for a Passport, or wait beyond the fixed time, lie requested me, hoAv- 
ever, so earnestly to stay two days longer, that 1 deferred the period of my 
contigent departure till the 28th instalit, at midnight. 

In the course of tliesc visits I studiously abstained fronr a<!ceding to 
IIoAVqua’s eager desire, that I would propose some modification for the Gover- 
nor’s consideration. But in ray mind, there is always considerable advantage 
in leaving as HaucIi as possible fo tiic Chinese authorities, the nnaide<l task of . 
dcAusing practicable modes of escape from complications Avhieli they have 
themselves created. It appears to be better to say Avhat cannot be done, than 
what can ; for, to furnish them. with schemes will, generally speaking, be to 
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pi-ovido thein M’itli tlu* means of detectin':^ what is particularly wanted, and 
with the manner of most adroitly baffling snhh objects. 

'J'o all the attempts of TIowqua, therefore, to discover what Mould best 
atiswer «ny oM'n purposes, I tlioifght it safest to reply, lliat the (iovernor M*as 


a high and a u'ise <iflieer, and that it M as not for me. to pres 
course of action for his Excellency’s arloption. 


ume to suggest ^ny 


My oM ri huml)le duty was fiillilled, wla-n I had explained to him M’hat i 


could not do. 


In the course of the ‘21th Instant, IIoM'qua came to me and said, that the 
(iovernor liad <leelared it was wholly out ot his power to communicate with 
me dinu'tly. But Ids Kxeelleney admilt<‘d that my objections M'cre well 
founded, to any intervention of the merchants, in respect to my papers, except 
only to convey tlnun to him, <‘loM-d up. And he mxis, therefore, M’illing to 
forward me an edict, clearly eonee<ling my right abvavs to communicate 
ilircetly M’ith him, under s<*al(Ml covers. 

Ilis Kxeelleney, too, seeing that I M'as an offleer, M'onid address his 
replies, int(‘nded for me, to the three s«“iiioi’ Ibmg merchants, m'Iio held 
homtrary ollieial ranh, and not to the m'IioIc ( ’o-IIong. 

Ilowcpia desired to know whether I eoidd accept of this modification. 

[ rejdied, it must d('[)eml entireiy upon the language in which au edict, 
containing such conditions, M’ere. <.‘ouehc<l. .Ifthatu'cre in the least ilcgi-ee 
disresj)cetful to my (loverumenl, or at all e<piivocal upon tin* point of my right 
to direct sealed communications with his f'/xei'llency, it should be returned, 
and 1 M’ould leave (,'anton. 


Kate in the night, on the‘2oth instant, lh(‘ Inclosure No. (5 w'as brought 
to me, and, under all the ciixai instances i.f the case, 1 have tlclermiiu'd not to 


reject these overtures. But it is my purpose to r(“ply in terms Mdiieh will leavi' 
the determination of the direct interemirse from his J’Acellency to m\self, an 
open point, and subject to the further instructions of m\ own (iovernment. 

(Iponthe whole, 1 trust that this eour.M' Mill not incur your Kordship's 
disapprobation, 'riie very grave responsibility of the high functionaries of 
this (lespotie (iovci'rnm'Ut, is a eonsiileration that I am sur<‘ your Lordship 
will not M’ish should be lightly estimated by a person in my station. And 
though I felt it right to attempt the eonces.sion of the diri'ct intercourse from 
the(>ov('rnor on this oiieasioii, tli<> result has certainly not deci'iv'cd me. Neit lu‘r 


can I doubt that an obstinate adherenee to the dem.'ind Mould have ended in 


disappointment, and probably in eonsidendih' public ineonvenienee. 

Most jieeuliarly, my Lord, is every subject couucctcd M'ith the ollieial 
intercourse M’ith British functionaries, a source' of the keenest M’alchfulnc.ss ; 
and ('onee.ssions, of M'hieh this suspicious (kmrl cemld not easily be made to 
perceive the immediate necessity. Mould be almost certain to drau’ doM'ii most 
.serious consequences upon the lu'ad of that functionary by Avhom they M'cre 
made. 


I felt, then, that further attempts of this kind in the early stages of my 
career, had better be avoideil. 'I’hey M’onid, po.ssibly, drive his I’A’celleney into 
a perverse mood, compounded of M'ell-founded dread of his om’u (Government, — 
of groundle.ss suspicions of 1 1 is Maje.sty’s, — of national conceit, of extravagant 
ollieial assumption ; and it may very avcU be of some needful deference, to the 
prejudices of his om’u countrymen. A condition of temper, in short, calculated 
to jirovoke a rc’fusal of all reasonable terms of acixuninodation, and, therefore, 
of all hope of quietly uceoinplishing further concessions. • 

It Mas to be borne in mind, that if his Excellency had hurried into a fal.se 
position, he hatl not been sIom' to escape from it, and tlu* unusually moderate 
tone of his last edict, (No. (5,) might hayc made it easy’ to remove all imputa- 
tion of nnrcasonablo impracticability from himself ^upon me. I believe, iny 
Jjord, I may say of that paper, that it is the most courteous in point of 
language, and tlve. most yiehling in snbstance, which has ever fallen from the 
Provincial (.Government upon the subject of official communication. For 
example, in the case of a letter from tlic (Governor- (General of India, delivered 
by flaptain Frccmantle, in the year 1831, it was found inipo-ssible to induce the 
Tsng-itdi to return a direct answer, or to notice it in any other vi'ay, than 
through the ordinary means of an edict, addressed to the lloug merchants, for 
communication to the select committee. 





msible cdmmuuic^tic»>i^ Qmeen^ 

ipiAt tis.inucji) ti» pQs$ibbi, we ail m'lse,invplviiig 

any MerrnpU<M» of tbeni^^the, d^sirablene^ of wfia|jm^g, Ji^..aA 
clement of bis iSxcdlenciir’s , suspicion or disincUnj^tiou u^ras iiie, 
aiiWntages of. proving that our objects are modcratCj by a prompt^ accoptauice 
of temperate concessions. * , ^ , , ? 

1 anxiously hope, iny Lord, that ‘these consideralions will I)e> thought to 
beofsuM'cicpt force to justify the coud.uct 1 have pursueil, and that it willnpt , 
be displeasing to his Majesty’s (iovcrnineni.. 

. |;ess.of lirinness in the first stage of this uiTuir ini^ht have subjected ipe 
to. continued iodigiiity, and continued invjwion of recognised practice ; — ^ 
obstinate adherence to the new proposition might havi; deprived llis Majestya 
Government of natural means to advance, and a favourable state of cireupA- 
stances for the peaceful attniiiment of far. more useful concessions than any 
that I can hope to secure .without, furl her coimteiumce or iidcrposition. from 
England. 

It is satisfactory to me to add, that Mr. Johnston has fully coincided 
with me throughout this tramsaction. 

1 have, &.C., 

(Signed) CllAKLES ELLIOT. 


. ■ . ' . > 

P, S.— -Tlie protracted deparlwire of the ship which c.'uiie.s tliis despatch 
enables me to transudt a copy of the note I liave. addressed to the (iovernorj 
in reply to his last edict. 


Inelosurc I in No. )00. 

Captain Elliot to the. Goi-ernor of Vanton. 

Macao, Jpril 8, 1837. 

THE Undersigned has the bondiir to uc(|uaint your •Excellency, tliat Imj 
has received despatches from the Ciovermmmt of 8ingapor»!, informing Idiu 
that seventeen nativdSs of China had arrived I here in .January last, from a 
place called Pulo Aor. , . . ■ ' 

The chief of tficst; persons represents, tliat he is an olfieer of this Empire, 
and that the vessel in which they were embarked was carrying grain from one 
port to another, when she was overtaken by a violeut tempest, uml blown ;<»ff 
the coast. ' 

The vessel was reduced to a condition of extreme peril in tlie high seas, 
and six of the unfortunate men has already sunk uiulcr the effect of col^ and 
privation, when the English ship of Moncrielf hound from Canton to I'.ngland, 
came up with her. * 

' . Tliis.^CQniuiahder witU .becouiiijg Immanity took the people , out of the 
wreck uhfler circunistanbes of great difficulty, and left them at Pulo Apr, 
havingniade arrangeuien is with the native Citief there, to convey tbein to 
Singapore. ; , , ! , . , . ^ * . fr. 

. Jtiis a picasing dpty to tlie Uudeivsignetl on this occasion to acknowlec^ 
in .gratelnV tpru».?i tJlte 'w9Py acts of ..kipdueas which his . owp shjp>vrec;ke4 
i»nntrymcnWve expcyiencetl pn the coast of China. , , , 

. The i,ntereb»pg^, ftf tb^p cbfU'Hies eanmvt fail to strengthen .the bonds of 
pewtstAUtl gpo^r will betvyeen the tvyp na.Uons, ' , fi- . . < ; , 

^^ ■Imder.sig^ejdt avails .himsdf pi* ^lijs o^’asjpix. to rei|C}v to ypur Exceir 

“ ’ ;9'IIARP^SAiL.LJiPTV 



Inckidure 8 'in Ko^ 101 . 

Captain EUht ta the Odverhor Ganton. 

Canton f Ajnril 18> 1837 

THE UndcrKij'ticd lias the hotiour to annouiuK: to your Excellency his^r> 
rival at runt on, ftir the performance of his public duties agreeably to the an* 
thuiity contained in an Imperial edict. 

The Undersigned takes the lilierty rcs'pectfully to observe to your Excel- 
lency tluit it is customary for officers of his nation, on tboir arrival in the chief 
city of the (.‘ountry where they arc to perform their official duties, to propose 
to have the honour of pa;ying their peisonal respects to the chief authority. 

The Undersigned believes tiiis piacticeis also consonant with the customs 
of this Empire, and it will aiFord him great satisfaction to offer such a proof 
of respect whenever your Exeelleiicy shall think tit to receive him and his 
suite. 

I’lie I ndei signed avails liimscif of this opportunity to renew to your Ex- 
cellency the sentiments of his high respeet. 

(bigned) UIIARLEkS ELUIOfT. 


Inclosure H in l!)[o. 100. 

77/r Governor of Canton to the Hong '\ferchant\ 

TANti, Governor of Kuangtuiig and Kwangse, &e., issues this order to 
the senior Hong Mei chants, requiring their full a(*<|uaintauce therewith. 

On the 12th instant tiie English Snpeiinteudent of Jliitish m rckants 
trading in China, Elliot, piesentcd the following address;— 

[Here /.s itiseUoil the foieyoiny Document.'] 

This eumirig belorc me, the Governor, I have examined it, ami find, that 
certain n.itives of Cjiina- -military officers, soldiers, passengers, ami seamen, 
pro<*eedmg from Formosa, encountered off the Pew'ador Islands a tempest, 
which drove them to the Engiisli island of Pulo Aoi ; that a vessel of the 
saivl nation, <*ommanded by Alon<*rietti saved seventeen persons, and delivered 
them over to the foreign cliief at Singapore, by whom information thereof liaa 
been sent to the said Superintendent, and be has reported tlic same. The 
dutifulness herein manifested is worthy of commemlation. 

, I have not, however, as yet received from the Government of Fuhkccn 
tttiy communication respecting the loss of any rice-lmlen Government vessel 
in consequence of storms on tlie \o>age from Formosa. But, huvii^ received 
the preceding report, I have directed tho financial Commissioner of this province 
to send a statement to the above effect to the Goverijor of Fqhkeen and Cbe*. 
keang, requesting him to examine resitccting the facts, and write me in answer. 
And when the said shipwrecked oflicers, ^oidier8, at^d people are sent back to 
Costton from the said nation, 1 will direct my suliordinute officers to ,aend 
th<^m on, according to law', to Fuhkeen. I further issue this order on the sub- 
ject. When it reaches the said Ilong Merchants, let them iintuediately enjoin 
t on the said Superintendent, that he knowing it intty act accordingly. Op- 
pose not. This is tiie order. 

'I'uoukwang, 17th year, 3d luonlb, 9di day (April 13th, 1837.) 

I'ranslatcd from the' Chinese. , 

(Signed) J. Robt. MogmsoN, 

Chinese Secretary and Interpreter . , 


Inclosure 4 in No. 100. ' 

t - ,*LV**. 

Edict of the Governor of. Canton to the It<m$ Merchants, 




* April 19; mr. 




TANG, Governor of Kwangtungafid Rwangse. &e.« kit,, issues thisordsff 

irtnir ^ 


requiring obedience. 





#3 


, bn tlBie 1 2th ' ^J^disli'^^updrihten^ Elliot reportcdt , that a : 

vestel, with officers and a ^le offi the 

Fnscador Islands, was driven^jjghlo Aor,; tilid d^ 
nation; that the^^tn .onJ|)(^d.^ foreign chief; 

atjlingapore had ijnforined the said Superintendent of|t1^e iclrcdiustance, in 
^w5r that h^ mi^t TC^ort the same. On the rc»$eipt of this report, I, the 
Gdirernor^ ‘wrainunicatfed. the snbject in the proper quatters,' and also com- 
tnanded the' senior liong Merchants to enjoin orders on the said Superintend- , 
ent, that, he knowing the same, might act accordingly. ' : ^ ‘ , • 

Bnt for iiU~fbr those without ns well as^tbose within the pale of the Em-- 
p|[*e^there‘are fiiles dnd bonds of action, styles and modt's of. expression, 
ootnhig that dighity' which has 80 long, been rcspceled.- To the renovating 
principles fbr so long a period emanating from our Empire, the .bai'barian^- on ' 
'^cvery side* have submitted themselves. They Imve tendered to the C'clcstial 
-EiflpirC their' respectful sei-viccs, and this Empire stands in truth at the bead 
of the lands at -its I'cmotest borders, in no other character than that of a ruler 
amid ministering servants. As to foreign merciiants, permission is granted^ 
'them to trade and to* export, and thus is bestowed on them the means of ob- 
tmning profit. And in regard to those in distress, they are resoied from their 
diStr^ses, and- 'With needful gifts are sent l>ack. These tilings arise solely 
from the all-pervading gwdness, and cherishing kindnc.ss of the Great Enir'' 
peror, whosie favours are cdtistaht and universal. Between liiin and the '• 
the petty, how can there exist; anything like bonds of peace and' g<K)d-wiii'?’*' ' 
The said Superintendent, in his address on this oitcasion, has failed alto-- . 
.g^ether to conform, hiinsolf to tlic old rules, has omitted tlic respectful expres* * 
sion, “Celestial Empire,” and has absurdly used such words and (Expressions ■' 
'as Your houoifi-able country,” and “peace and good-will hetwoSUTthe twof; 
nations,” giving uttei-ahc(’ to his owft piiflcd-np imaginations. ' Not only‘ is 
this offensiye to the dignity to be maintained, but also the ideas therein ex- 
pressed are absurd and ridiculous. At the time, 1, the Governorj on account 
of the dutiful natOreof the thing i-eported, and because the said Snperlntend- 
' ebt, having but newly come to CJanton^ is perhaps uninformed on miany inat- 
ters, viewed his addre.s8 indulgently and in a partial Ijght, and iiuinifcsted , 
vasthe8S' of liberality. Therefore 1 refrained from plainly correcting him, and ~ 
from casting b^k' to him his address. But the '.saidrSupei-intendent having 
; come to Canton for.'the*purpose of controlling the merchants and s<*aincn, be 
cannot avoid having from' time to time addresses jo make. And If not fims- : 
warnedj it will be' impossible to iiisur(; that he will not, by continued ignorance 
and blindness, fall iht<> some grave error. I'his tlien would. not be. tbe..waj^.tq 
■ preserve uninjured the concerns of the foreigners. li cr; . ; , 

: _ Tthertifqrc Issue this oi^er to tlic senior Hong merchants,' requirwg iih^a 
imm^iately to enjoin it on the said {Superintendent Elliot, that he may, act in 


iclfestlfil Empire:- • Hemust be carefnl to render his expressions thoroughly 
;;r^imctfbl, fb' order tliat'appropriate commands may be given in reply. . Let 
**hfm' not agapt step( irito any jinth opposed to the dignity of the Empire' qnid'«o 
■:tl?e0id In heburseof aiill'grcater error.' 

. v HOhg mcrObants,^ whenever the said Superintendent, ; win 

'.fdreign 'trieriphatit of any nation; -presents an address.. on any snbject, are^ii^q- 
quired to.giye it a previous close and careful pc-russalj.and if there be ur it any 


they mn^ not have the audacity to present 
dbihgWhitih'^they^ will involve themselves with such party in a 


ij-the.'. 

.sevcire 

.'il^tha^^cr;^ 

t 


, , the law shall follow up ^at 1 say. 

all .pfendj^ten with treflil^^ nfifiSatiduv Oppose, not these coininands. 

' TaouX^ng, 17tb 3d tnon 15th day (April 19th, IS*'}?.) 

/ - (SiijnSdJfc ' : J; RoftT. Morr/son, 

iW\ ■> and 


Let 



Captain j^UhVto ike' Cfoberii&r of Cantiln.' 

'.*'■ ^-T' ’.■ • ; 1 *,>; /•? ji- f ; -• •' '"• .. .j , 

y.-,f ON the 2()th iii')tai>t, tho I’tMlerslj^U’d, recemd acomnnuu^- 

; tion ,|fi’(»u.i .t.lHi I.Iong; ;merchapits, eonccriwMjj.^n eulct, 4V,o,(n, „thc .Goveri^r, 
„atldresse<i to tfieiii, dated <>ii„thc 19th instant., i.j . 5 tr * . - ' , 

5 , . . ,ln hj< .ICxeelli?U(7;H, edict to the Hong mthtjjiaids, Jiie i^.ploased to epm- 
., maud tlie seipor of tJmir body to give all the addttiSSt'Sj^y^iqh it inay be the 
, duty pr.tliti lhidersig.ned to. submit, a close and, careiut .pprpsai*, bpforc .they 
present , them , to hiftitli3£,ceUeucy. And, ,if they sbaU, ubt.'.a'pprpye of the 
langUtigCi pot to date to ]n',osent diem, but,iTntnediately to sep.d theni back. ^ 
..,Thc t’ndersigoedi.eapnot, presume to. question 'the perfeci autlwrity of bts 
Excclleiu7 to issue any orders, couched in any tpriiis, \ybich-. he .ipay think fU, 
to thcillong nierchiuits. ; , ,, 

= IJjit dje,,Undc*‘sagpc,d ds a .Foreign .OlHeer, .and not a merchant, and. he 
,mu3t 1al\C the. ,libei;ty_re^l>eclfully 40 declare, .that it. is. impossible for. him to 
submit Ids addre.sije^,,,to the . (iovernor, tp.tbe kno\yied.ge or approbation of 
thc,ilong^erchants,,befor<; they fire, fortviirded. . 

In the present posture di* eireumstanees^itjtPtefqrty the. Undersigned must 
cease to J'orvvaril afjy ,furth.er a.ddresses to liis E.\cellcru-y* And it is at the 
same time ,hjs. ...duty to -add,., that in .future he can only receive such oflicial 
coiiimuuications,' sealed u itli his Excellency's seal, as Ids Excellency shall be 
pleased to ad<lre.s.s ilireefly to Idmself, and not to the Hong mcrcluint.s. 

'I'o direct sealed comm UHication.siji'om.. that. high (juarter, it must always 
be the duty and the earnest efl’ort of the Undersigned, to give the mo.st 
respectful and zealous attention. 

'I’he terms of his ICxcclle-mw^ last edict- to. .tJio Hong merchants, and the 
instnuttions which the Undersigned has now received from his own Govern- 
ment, constrain 1dm to 'say, 'that he cannot deviate from his present determi- 
nation, without drawing down certain ruin upon Ijis own head. 

... -j exalted- 'public station of his Excellency, and Ids experience in 
. airuirs, -render it nced|eft.s, for thq Under.sigiied to, pryss upon, the rule, that an 
plIiccifA obligations rof .<lnty.,tp .Uis,OJv:u,,Govprnpie«t-arp .sacred, and. liuist be 
fidfdled, -i, o’.-i - . 

. ;cMaii,ls;s euliot 


h, » • •, • ’> ,r • 

w,ulue]p?pre G-ia.Js"©., , 1 ,( 105 , 

’• '*1 ' ' *!(■'. • ' is-v ‘.ji . I '.■■V' ;> (•■'•'f’flf 

/r^T<l^’^G^nGov?pn^n^^of>i'^*Kaugtung,a^.a Kw49g?e» -&c„. tn/efeye^e;^ a 
,diatler,tb,at.,basdaxm snb.initfcd.,, ; ji., i- «■ - .k - \ .,..q 

On the 23rd of Aprd,,,tb.e .IJpng.^ppvFlW^v 

“ The English Superintendent Elliot, bus banded to us the sultjoinpd paper 
t'flrre iif' ittiterfeti -the-' foregoing />(^>eumeMAk--and>bais...r-cque&ted.iUutouJ.'epre- 
sent for him the above particulars. As behoves us, we forthwitli Bubndt. for 
him the above particulars, hninbly awaiting your Excellcney’s-lcommands, 
which sBall ke fully obeyed.” • ' . : . ■ 

Upon the receipt of this, I the Governor have examined into the matter 
referred to. I find that tlie said Superintendent, having ..newly conie to! 
Canton, tvnd, being in consequence nhacquainted with tbe.rulpa'of dignity in 
the Celestial Empire, made .use, in his former addres^'^f expreswe^^ not 
altogether proper ; which led the, the Governor, tosend'W.Kini.comm 
a special nature, ihalcing known tp him thp pr6hi|^il^iM .an(|^.re;^n)i^ 
and thus preserving Inni from error.' '’/'-fV'- ' m 



, Now the above rfepi'e^ljrf^fepJlJLying by the eaid 

merchants, I perceive that tn6 apt i^^eriiifeh^^ is iiWe to understand the 
duties of faithfuliji^pd r^pectful^t^tPt^^^ not indulge 

the slightest desire to act contrary to the requifcmentVdr dignity ; that he is 
jqdec 4 \dutjf<|illy,,t|ifip 9 sed. Hereafter, whenever he may have occasion to 
addles me op ,^y subject, the said Superintendent is permitted to seal 
his addyei^S^'S,' lind' ‘ so ^leRvci* tbefiii ' to ' the schloi* ; 'lii^vchants, ' Woo 
IShtidyung, Loo iCekWshi^, and P^^in ’Shaokwang [Howflua/Mowqiiia, and 
Poukeqhal, ,|o present for hini.-' % iji’gards the snbjcfct hiatter of' his 
adihje6se.^^pd,*tfie ft^^ thb e^piiessTons adopted j it will nbc be rfiffieult 

■for ihe'th'e. Oovernor, ' myself to distinguish thenj, and act in referchdb'^to 
But with -respeift to commands issued by me, tlm Governor^ to 
the foreigners frdiii Without the Empire, requiring their obedience in ahy 
matter, ifni established rtilc of tlie Cclestiar Empire is, always to address 
\theni to the said serijor Hong rherdliahts, to be enjoined by them; ami this 
rule it is inexpedient to {liter. ' = > 

On a review of the particulars contained in the above address. I forth- 
with issue this brderl' When it reaches the .said senior merchants, let them 
jmuiediately enjoin it on the said SJuperlntendent, that he, having knowledge 
thereof, ’may act' accordingly.^ Oppose not these commitnds. ' ' 

Taoukwang, I7th year, 3rd month,’ 2lst day (April 25tli, 1837). 

■ ' I ' ‘Translated ftom^ lie Chinese.' 

’ (Signed) • J. RoiIt. Morrison, 

Chinese Seci'ehtrtf ' and Interpreivr. 


Inclosure 7 in No. . 100. 

Captain KlUot to the Governor o/ Canton, 

" • ■ • ■; I' '.i f » 

27 , 1837 . 

THE Uhdcr.slgtK*d> &c., &cl, has had the lionorrt*'^ i«<^eivc !in c<lict ft*om 
youl^ 'Excellency, addi'essed to the three Senior ■ Hong 'Mferchartts, dated on the 
.^^,th. instant^ for cofpmunication to him. ' ■ • • ' 

ne4»'egs to offer your Exccllettcy liis respectful thanks for the commands 
that his addresses shall always be irunsiiiitted to your Excellency's bands, by 
the three senior Hong Merchants, in a se^aled form. 

'Vonr Excellency, however, a'li iiriistfK)uS~<ifliCfci'' in a very high station, has 
been pleased to signify that the customs of the empire prevent a direct com- 
mnnicatlon of your commands toAhe Hndersigned. 

Under tiiese circumstitHces,' rie ha)j bCh't liis luost earnest attention to the 
course which ft becomes hiqii to pursue. And he is humbly of opinion, that 
he shall best bvib^jc’hW'profbtmd re^iject fbr the itiles of th1^ ctiqiire, by con- 



CHARLES ELiiliyr. 
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No. 101. I 

Captfcin Elliot to Viscmnt Palmerston. — (Received February 2, l83fiF,) 

My Lordj Canton, May 24, I8W. 

IN connexion with the subject of my Despatch of the 27th iilt., I have 
now the honour to transmit An Edict from the Governror of the Two Provinces in 
reply to the note, Inclosurc No. 7 of that communication. 

Ilis Excellency’s declaration of the hopelessness of- further change in this 
respect is principally of importance as a record, that he clearly apprehends the 
temporary conditions upon which the actual intercourse is maintained. 

But, ray Lord, whilst there is viuy little doubt that His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment might find it practicable to carry the reipiired modification without an 
absolute rujiture, still it is to be considered that, to this Government, and in 
this state of society, ceremoniou.s customs arc probably grave realitie.s, the poli- 
tical moiiiont of wiiich we arc unable to c-stiuiate. At all events, it is certain 
that this point is not to be attained by formal conccs.sion without inducing senti- 
ments of great mortification ; and the first occasion of dire(;t intercourse would 
possibly furnish unpalatable prooi" that idle preleusicns of superiority had only 
been ofi'ensively exaggerated by irritated feeling.’ 

Upon the whole, perhaps, your Lordship, may bo led to think that there 
can be no advantage in wringing a change of practice in this respect from the 
Chinese Government. And I wovdd submit that, if the actual manner of the 
intercourse, (direct with the Governor— indirect from him,) be not best suited 
to the condition of circumstances in this country, at least, its further modifica- 
tion had better he left to time and favourable opportunities. 

'rhe speediest possible extension of coinmereial relations with China, which 
may he consistent with the uninterrupted maintenance of the existing trade, 
must no doubt be a subjfct of great intei'cst to Tlis Majesty’s Government. 

In the furtherance of that end, I would presume to say, that some 
degree of watchful wouiitenancc and support in, our neighbourhood is of 
primary importance ; but, on the other hand, 1 am sure the King’s officers upon 
the spot can hardly be too strictly instructed to avoid the needless agitation of 
points of form, and to use the utmost diligence in the conciliation both of the 
autlioritlcs and the people. 

Your Lordship may be assured, that a n»ain oh.staclo to the freer intercourse 
between the high provincial fiuictionaries aiul tlie foreigners has hitherto been 
some strong feeling of apprehension, upon I ho part of these officers, that it 
exposed them to considcrahlc risk of insult in the sight of their owm jieople. 

But in the state of things I advert to. anxious to inquire and oliserve, and 
without apprehension of contumelious treatment, I believe they would soon 
draw towards us in a tractable spirit; and 1 sec no reason to doubt, that the 
progress of improvement w'ould be at once rapid and safe. 

’’ I have, ^c., 

" ' ; ' (Signed) CHARI JSS ELLIOT. 


Inclosure in No. 101., , . 

TAe Governor -of Canton to the Hong Merchants. 

TANG, Governor of the two Provinces, &c., issues these commtods :to4he 
senior, Hopg merchants, requiring their full acquaintance therewith^- ■ • - 

On the Sfcjih of April, the following address from the^J^gli^h' Snpertn- " 
tcmlent Elliot was laid before me. ' ' 

[Here 5s inserted Captain Elliot'.s Address to the Governor, of .Apf%l '%7, 1837.] 
This address coming before me, I the Governor have, peruft^tl the decn- 
ment, and fully informed myself of its contents. ■ • * .i-s 

As to m^’ conmiandsj which I the Governor may* have to ^ive, sudr-wm- ,, 
mands have hitherto been enjoined apd inculcated through the mediuin of the^' 



senior- Hong merchants. This- concerns the settled dignity of the Cele^Uai 
Empire ; and the said nationv ii^ its -up-^gazing contemplation of the majesty and 
benignity of the empire, will assuredly indulge no foolish expectations of change. 
Let obedience be ationce paid iii-this matter, as is agreeable to the duty of the 
said Superintendent’s odice. . 

^ The above address being fully aiithenticated, I forthwith issue these com- 
mands to the said senior liong merchants, Ilowt^ua and Mowqua. Let them 
immediately enjoin the commands on the said Superintendent,^ that he, knowing 
the same, ‘may act accordingly. Oppose not these commands. 

Taoukwang, 17th year, 3rd month, 27lh day (1st May, 1837.) , 

Translated from the Chinese. 

(Signed) J. Hour. AIourison, j 

Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 


No. 102. 

Captain Elliot to John Backhouse, Esq. — (Received February 2, 1 838.) 

Sir, . Canton, June 2, 1837, 

IT had always been the ciystom that tlie chief servants of the Company 
should remove to Macao ujion a passport during the inactive season of the year. 
And when the arrangements were made, in consequence of witiciv I am now at 
Canton, it was agreed that I should conform in this re-spect to the old practice. 

I was sensible, however, at the time, that il’ any sudden emergency should 
pj'csent itself during the period of the annual retirement at Macao, there was 
considerable inconvenience in being obliged to wail till a passport coidd be for- 
warded from Canton, and 1 could proceed up in the .regular manner by the 
inner passage. Such a necessity would usually entail a delay of at least 
ten days. 

But 1 was apprehensive, that if this point had been pressed at that moineat, 
I - should awaken the .suspicious of the Government, and risk the success of 
the main object in view. And -it -seemed, too, that there w'ould be no great 
difficulty in placing this* and other matters on a belter fooling, when the early 
temper of watchfulness had in -«:oine degree subsided. 

After I bad been, then, jffiout three weeks in Canton, I thought il would be 
judicious to anticipate any disciuictudc, upon the* j)art of the Governor, as to my 
disposition, in. bis own language, to sit fast, by applying at once for a passport to 
retire to Macao ; a course which wiis the more natural, as the usual period for 
departure had, already passed, i left Canton, however, with the purpose to seize 
the first favourable occasion for a return by the outer passage. 

In a- few days there reached me a coiumunicatiun from a Commander of 
a ship at Wiiatnpoa, complaining that his seamen were disorderly : and per- 
ceiving that this was a. description of case which might be made to sustain the 
application 1 meditated, I Inst no time in coming up to Canton in the cutter. 
It may be proper to add that she bad not passed the Bocca Tigris since tlie. 
events in 1834. 

The Inclosurcs No. 1 and '2 will place you in possession of the very satis- 
factory results to which these proceedings have led. 

His Excellency’s Edict, you will permit me to observe, is very deserving of 
sdtenlion. It formally places me on a ditlcrent footing from any foreigner who 
has ever yet resided in this country, and the concession is vindicated by the 
adoption of my own reasoning; by the plain admission, in. fact, that the 
.uninixed official phaiacter of my station warrants and require^tbe relaxation. 

It is valuable too, in other resi»ects, for though it is not impossible that I 
might have come up and remained here for a season, during the period of the 
customary ^'etiremeut at .Mbrcao, without interference upon the part of the 
Government, still 1 ani sure it will be felt that my unauthorized presence at 
Canton would have been an unsuitable state of things. 

^ In concluding this despatch 1 venture to offier my humble. opipion (strength- 
ening. by, every day’s experience in the country,) that there is an increasing 
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diHpositiou upoa tUe part'of i|oyejrnme[hj; to pohcijlit^fs’ 

Afajosty. And I hope it wiJI ^ thought, tba,^ iay.9wn,i»casur^ awd 
.approaches hav^i in some sense, se^^d.to^Dpour^ge this .spirit. ojf .fu:|:^tnm9^a]tio%.< 

. ■ ’ ' 'i'., • l'have»’&c,, . . 


Tnclosurc 1 hi, No. ’102’.. 

M ' •■ 3 ‘ . 1' 

Cffptavi‘El.lioi to the CJovernor of Canton. 

• ^ ‘ • t • 

- - - -.Cfl»to»,.iliaj«..25,,.1837. 

TITK Undersigned has the honour, fespcelfully to represent to your Excel- 
lency that sudden and urgent occasions for liis innnediate ]>resoncc in the pro- 
vincial city frcjpicntly,' occur, during llve.perio.d of , lys custopiary-annual retire- 
ment at Slaciio, hoth foe the dispatch' of public business and the quelling of 
disturbances on boartl the Englisli sliipping at Whampoa. 

The delay at Macao till a chop can l)c forwarded is often very considetaWe,' 
and in most cases nt least ten days would elapse- before the' nnde^si^ed Could 
arrive at Canton. * ' ' - '-cw; , 

The risk, and the inconvenience of this stath of < things •t^ill be plain tdyour 
Excellency, and tho Undersigned therefore ta Ires the liberty earnestly to request' 
that your E.xcellency; bearing in min<l that he is an oflicer, and not a merdiaat, ■ 
will be pleased to permit him to repair to Canton in his own boat whenever' 
these sudden nCc-esRities ]wsetit themselves. He woiihl- not fail to report the 
period of his arrival and departure. 

This facility for the perfortnanec of his duties W'ould be very ‘acceptable to 
the (Jovernm'cht of his country, and it would atl»)rd' another proof of the con- 
siderate wdsdotn which Ifas always distinguished your Excellency’s administration. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this octeasion to reuesw to your Excellency 
the sinitimenls of his highest consideration. 

(Signedy ’ . CHAU LEwS ELLIOT. 


Inclqsure 2 in No. 102 - ■' 

The Gonernor of Ctmionio Captain Elliot. 

V ^ 

TANC. Ooveruor of tho i>rovince.s Kwangtung and Kwangsc, &c., &c., 
issues these eomtnauds to the senior TTohg Vnevclmht's, requiring them to be fully 
informed thereon. • j •* . . 

The English Superintendent hllliot has presenlcd the following address : 

[He I'ft iif insj^tofl .the.' far raping. docuMfnt.^ 

This having been received and autlienticated, •! the Covernor have 
cxamihcd ithe suhjcciL^ "The said Siqiorinlendcnt’s official duties consisting in tllir 
particyil^ gqptvpl ,uierQ%ntj5,ancl,scqipj^nv.it,is.of,caitmc,^ighVthpt}5ivhen^ 
ever any trouble^ ari^c -aniong tbeifc clsiyss^s, ,liie, s.lmijdd bnnxc^atj^ly^prpcced- 
faithfuUy to, j.nyc?tisate,an;l seWle them. . Tbessjlifl preiso^^^x^i 

sentatiop,.*' tliat. if,, during pcriod.of fes s.t/ty 

to, attend lo at.Cautou or >Vhiunpoji, hc.Jtears^fhat ta.:^,%,rtiqpi;cc^^^dwaF#rllb 
tilLhis applieatii}n,iCor„xi,,pj«spQAl ^.f^n^vv^r^^.Ayijl 

delays,” % a correct .§t'4eqi9pt,9t,.t^:iqat^c^ ^ .isjqy.,dptyjjq,,^e^'tdijink 
from time. to time, as business may ocevtr, to com 9 .,ijp.,an^^y^( 3 yy 4 -Jillai>.> 
European boat, '^'ist makii)S;U,fipccssary to apply tor 
r- j pn; 9 vefy ;Ocpj^dn hcl'ore.tbc.jjaid ‘Siqierinte^.ijtlynl^ leaves Macao, and after he 
returns, it will be his duty to report clearly t^‘j,fthe sub-prefect at Macao the cir- 
cumstance and the tiinc, in order that that inay report the safilfl; to myself 

and the Supeiiutendent ot Maritime Ci^qihs^ severally, for the sake of thorough 

Besides communicating to tl^^^^pg]f.][]f(,]rirlent of Maritime Customs the ' 
niatter of the above address, 1 alsor^^jfQPjjj^jtJr issue these commands to the said 



senior I long inerchiints, How<jua, Mowqua, and Ponkcqua, that they may 
immediately enjoin thetn on the said Superintendent, to be obeyed by him. But 
he must keep his station, and* diligently attend to his ofricial duties. 1, the 
Governor, rule affairs with justice, and tinaly maintain tlic laws, nor in the 
managemement of public business can I allow of any false pretences. ,|jct him, 
on no account jn'csumc, when without business, to frame pretexts for moving, 
IcvS* he draw on himself investigation. This is important. Be carefully atten- 
tive. These arc m.y commands. ^ 

Taoukwang, 1 7th year, -Ith month, 28th day (Ist June, 1827.) 

T'ransiated from the Chinese. 

(Signed) J. UouKUT Mouuison, 

Chinese Srcrehin/ omf Interpreter. 


No. 103. 

Captain Elliot to John Backhouse, Esq. — C Received February 2, 1838,; 

Kxtract. Macao, July .3, 1837. 

AN eligible mode of disposing of them pvAMU* shipwrecked luitives of 
.lopan,~\ has, however, presented itsc'lf, of which I have ghully availed myself. 

Mr. GutzlafF informs me tlrat an American vessel is about to proceed from 
hence on a voyage of investigutir)n*to the Ij*)ochoo’s, the Corcan Peninsula, and 
the Coasts of Japan ; and he has recpiestcd my leave to join this expedition. A 
passage has also been ottered for the Japanese under our care, aiul it may be 
proper to add, that several other shipwrrecked natives of that (.kjuntry, lately 
arrived here from Manilla, are to proceed by the same «)pportunity. 

Tlie Jnclosure No. 3, is a Letter to the Honourable the Vice-Admiral 
( Commanding in Chief, covering a Communication to Captain Quin, of Uis 
Majesty’s Sloop Itoleiyh, and these papers will make you acquainted with the 
nature of the Service upon which that ve.sscl is actual y einjyloyed. 

They will also explain that Captain Quin has undertaken to forward my 
views with respect to the. Japanese by calling at NajKikiang, in tlie Great 
Loochoo, on his way to the Bonin Islands, for the ]»urpost‘ of enabling 
Mr. Gutz-lallTo meet the .American vessel. 

The Inclosnre No. 4, is a Letter I have addrc.s.seil to Mr. GutzlafF, with 
respect to the disposal of the Japanese. 

I have, 

(Signed) CHARLES ELI.lOl', 

Chief Sup erinten dent. 


Inclosurc I in No. 103. 

Mr. (iutzlaff to Captain Elliot. 

m t 

sir, Macao, June 20, 1837 

MR. King, an American mer<*hant resident at Canton, has requested me to 
go on board one of his vessels, which is to visit Japan and the adjacent 
Countries in order to act as Interpreter. As this will likely prove a veiy 
interesting voyage and may be the means of gaining important inibrmatioii 
•,\lK)ut those unknown regions, I take the liberty of asking leave in order to 
accompany this expedition. I shall be happy to communicate to you the result 
of our investigation and researches, and humbly trust that you will kindly grant 
me leave of absence, whilst 

I remain, 

(Signed) Cai. GUTZLAFF. 
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Tnclosure 2 in No. JOS. 

Captain Elliot to Mr. Gutzlaff. 

Macao, June 2\, 1837. 

MY letter of this day’s date to Ca[)tain Quin, of His Majesty’s ^lip 
Raleigh, whicli has been communicated to you, will have placed you in 
possession of the nature and objects of the duty 1 have now to impose upon you. 

Conscious of your talents, and attainments, apd relyinij with great 
conlidcnce upon your zealous desire to apply them to the Public Service, I am 
relieved of all necessity of furnishing you with detailed Instructions. 

After the coin])letion of this service, I feel myself called upon to grant you 
the lea\'c of absence you have reejuested, and Captain Quin has been so good as 
to undertake to convey you to Napakiang for the pur]>ose of meeting the vessel 
on which you projjose to embark. 

A separate letter upon the subject of the .Tapanesc fishermen entrusted to 
your care shall be addi'esscd to you. 

f am to re<jucst you will keep a minute of any’ conferences in which you 
may he engaged w'ith the Mandarins in Fuhkecn, or with the Authorities at the 
fjoochoo s. And I would also hope that y’ou will note for the information of 
his Majesty’s Government any circumstances^ of general interest connected 
with the condition of the Countries which •you may chance to visit during 
your absence. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) CIIARLBS ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent. 


Inclosure .3 in No. 103. 

Captain Elliot to Vice-Admiral Sir T. Bladen Capcl. 

S’L Macao, June 2G, 1837. 

AN opportunity for Madras affords me an occasion to acknowledge the 
honour of your despatch of the 3rd May, this day received. 

I now beg leave to ac{iuaint you that Ilis Majesty’s Sloop Raleigh sailed on 
the 23rd instant, in prosecution of a service explained in the accompanying 
papers, and I ti ust it will appear to you that it is of a character which I might 
jjroperly solicit Ca])laiu Quin to perforin. 

It is necessary to explain the inirpose of reque-sting Captain Quin to call 
at Napakiang. 

1 have lately received directions from His Majesty’s Government to let 
three shipwrecked .lapanese fishermen, wlu) have long been supported at the 
•charge of the Kstablishinent, return to their own country in a Chinese junk ; 
but upon full inquiry, 1 find it impossible to carry those Instructions into effect ; 
so ^eat is the uneasiness of the Chinese Traders resorting to Japan as to the 
excitement of suspicious irritation in that Country; and there is no trade 
between China and Ja|)an in Japanese junks. 

lletween Napakiang and Japan, however, there is a considerable trade 
carried on in Japanese junks. And before the arrival of the' Raleigh, the 
Reverend Mr. Gutzlaff, Joint Interpreter on this listablishincnt, has requested 
my leave to join an American vessel jn’occcding from here on a voyage of 
.scientific research to the Loochoo’s, the («orcan Peninsula, and probably to the 
Coasts or.la|X)iit, , 

The parties concerned had also offered me a passage for the Japanese ; and 
iny [irincipal motive in acceding to Mr. Gutzlaff ’s request arose from the 
consideration that this project afforded the -most hopeful opfvjrtunity of 
restoring the people to their own Country. 

Considering it possible that they might be subject to strict investigation on 
their arrival in Japan, I thought, it desirable that they should have had no 
connexion with a ship of war, and they will tfierefore proceed from hence to 
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Napakiang in the course of a few daj'S on board an American vessel. For 
the obliging purpose of cnabhug Mr. GuUlaff to meet her. Captain 
Quin has undertaken to call there on his voyage to the Bonin Islands : 
and M. Gutzlaff will then dispose of the people, either by sending them on in 
a Japanese junk, or if no opportunity of that kind should present ‘it self, he 
proposes to accompany them in the American vessel. 

, ^ You may be assured, Sir, that I am sensible of the extreme impropriety 
of committing His Majesty's Government in any appearance of countenancing the 
illicit traffic on these Coasts; and 1 shall carclully abstain from moving the 
Commander of any Ship of War who maybe placed in communication with me' 
to take any step with that })urpose, or which could possibly bear such a 
construction. 

But in the critical posture of the Opium question, and having regard to its 
intimate connexion with the safe conduct of the .vhole commerce, 1 hope you 
will consider that I was justified in soliciting the presence of a man-of-war in 
tjiese seas. I am sincerely impressed with a I)elicf that such a circumstance 
will go far to prevent the occurrence of mischief, w'hich w'ould jiress in a very 
serious manner on all branches of this tratlc. 

I have, &c,, 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 

Chief iSape.rintendent. 


Sub-Inclosure in No. lO.'i. 

Captain Elliot io Captain Quin, R.N. 

Sir, Macao, June 21, 1837. 

THE disclosures which took place at Manila during your last visit at that 
port, have made you acquainted with all that is yet known of the disastrous bite 
of the late brig Fairy. And our recent conversation will have nj)prised you that 
fourteen Lascars landed upon the coasts of Euhkciin, hut the jiiratical j)art of 
the crew arc still said to be detained in Foo-cliow-foo, the caj)ital of that 
province. 

From all the inquiry I have been able to make, 1 am led to conclude that 
these men are kept by the Provincial Government of Fuhkeen, in conse(|Ucnqe 
of a difficulty to xinderstand, or to credit the circum.stances under which they 
landed ; and probably pending further instructions from the Court for their 
removal to this place. 

It appears to me, however, that if an ap])lication were made by you at the 
mouth of the Min River, the doubts and delays of the Government of Fuhkeen 
would give way ; and at all events, if the })eople w'ere not at once delivered to 
you, this proceeding w'ould, in my judgment, accelerate their dispatch to this 
place by other means. • 

With that impression, I have taken the liberty to pro})ose this service ; and 
in confomiity with your wishes, I now' submit the mode by which it occurs to 
me it may be best executed. 

I w'ould suggest that you should proceed to the mouth of the Min River, 
ui)on which the city of Foo-chow-foo is situated, taking with you the Rev. Mr. 
Gutzlaif, joint interpreter to this establishment. That upon your arrival at that 
destination, you should hand to the Commander of any man-of-xvar junk, or 
othei* servant of the Government who may wait upon you, the accompanying 
paper, Inclosure No. 1 ; and that your address to the Governor should be |)lacc(l 
in the hands of any officer who may be deputed to receive it. ^ • 

His Excellency will probably meet these advahccs w'ith a declaration that 
the people are safe ; that it is not in his power to deliver them to you : that they 
shall be dispatched to Canton d'orthw'ith ; and finally, with a request that you 
should leave the coast immediately. 

To a communication of this nature, I would advise that you should reply 
in the most conciliatory terrors, signifying your indisposition to press any 
arrangements to which you were informed his Excellency could not accede, and 
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expressive of your entire confidence in his assurance of the safety of the people. 
If this communication from the Governor sheuld be made verbally, that is to 
say, through- an officer deputed tO' confer with you, as indeed it is probable it- 
will; I wpuld submit that you should request this functionary to commit the 
subject matter to writing, remarking, that you were ready to leave the coast as 
soon as that was done. ^ / 

At this point of my letter, it is proper to observe to you, that I am witnout 
any uneasiness as to the safety of the people ; but independently of hastening 
onwai-ds the period of their release into our hands, this service appears to be 
calculated to help the uninterrupted progress of gradual relaxation at this place. 

I believe that no cii'cumstance would more impressively fix upon the local 
Government of these Provinces the necessity of great moderation and circum- 
spection in respect to the treatment of foreigners, than the successful result of 
quiet official ap\)lication by an Officer of the King at some other point than 
^nton ; aiul more particularly at the chief city of tlie neighbouring Province 
of Fuhkecn, where it is known that tlie monopoly of the foreign trade at Canton 
is a subject of great jealousy. 

'I'lic appearance of considerable eagerness for an early reply to your address, 
upon the ground that you were anxious to leave the coast, would probably 
remove all uneasiness about your intentions, and ex])cdite a satisfactory and 
courteous answer. And I would bog you to bear in mind, that having effected 
a communication upon just pretexts, and in a (leferential manner, you will have 
accomf)lishcd what ap])C5vi’s to be the principal object of your mission ; for, as 
bas already been observed, (here is no reason for solicitude as to the safety of the 
people. 

Your former cxpciience in this country, the cautions character of y'our 
instructions frem the Commandcr-in-Cinef, and your own sound judgment, 
would make it intiusive upon iny part to do more than laeatioii the necessity of 
extreme (tare in refraining from any proceedings likely to excite the suspicions 
of the Fulikccn authorities, and of earnest efforts to conciliate their good will. 
But being upon this topic, I would presume to say that it would be well to avoid 
those ]iarlH of the coast upon which the 0])iiim ships arc usually anchored, 
neither would it bo* desirable that the ship should pass above the forts at the 
entrance of the Min. 

T have judged it best that the comm uuicat ions with the Government of 
Fuhkeen should be carried on in your )iamc, rather than my own, because my 
business is specially with the authorities of tJicso provinces, and you will feel 
that communications upon my jiart with those of another, would expose me to 
great suspicion and dislike here. 

Mr. Gutzlaff, the joivxt interpreter, has been instructed to place himself 
under yonr directions, and will readily afford yon every assistance in his power. 

After youf departure from the Jilin, 1 am led to hope that you will convey 
to the Bonins, Mr. Milliehaiiip, a British subject, and a principal settler in those 
Island.s. 

This ]icrson has been waiting here for a passive for more than twelve 
ihbilths at a heavy expense, and 1 am not without reason to believe that any 
facilities which could be properly afforded to him, rvould be acceptable to his 
Majesty’s Government. . ■ 

Perhaps too, in the course of your voyage to the Bonins, you would- do me 
the favour to call at Napakiang, in the Loochoo’s, for the purpose of enabling 
the Rev. M. Gutzlaff to join a a'csscI, bound on an expedition of.. investigation, 
which he has my pcTinissiou to do. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

. ^ Chief Superintendent. 


Sub-lnclosure 2 in No. 103. 

Proposed Address to the Governor of Fuh-hcen and Che-keiing by Captain Quin, 

■ - /V .... 1 ' 

THE Undersigned, Captnin-of one of Hjs.Britannic Majesty’s ships, has the., 
honor respectfully to announce to your Excellency his arrival at this anchorage.; ; 
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The purpose of the vkit isv to acquaint your Excellency, that certain men, 
fmmingpart of the crew of an* English vessel, have lately been apprehended at' 
Manila, on a charge of rising in mutiny, and murdering their commander in 
these seas, some time in the year 1836, and of afterwards sailing away in the 
ship to the coast of Luconia and them destroying her. 

, It further appears that the instigators of the mutiny landed fourteen of the 
ciw, "who refused to join in the outrage, on the coasts of b’ulikeen. 

There is no ground for the suspicion that any of the persons there landed 
participated in this tiagitious deed. And the undcrsigjied therefore feels- assured 
that ypur Excellency will be pleased to cause them to be delivered to him ; to 
the end that they may be confronted with the persons in coubnement at Miuiila, 
so that speedy justice may be done upon the guilty, and that the innocent may 
be suffered to return to the support of their aged and afflicted parents. 

The undereigned requests your Excellency to accept his sincere and 
respectful thanks for the protection extended towai-ds these unfortunate men ; i 
and indeed it is a pleasing duty to ackuowdedge, in grateful terms, the unvarying, 
kindness of the Officers of the Empire to any subjects of his country cast on 
these coasts by shipwrecks or other (listrossful accident. 

The undersigned takes the liberty to request that your Excellency's pleasure, 
upon this subject may be signified as soon as convemieut, in order that he^nay 
sail away in pursuance of his instructions ; and he avails himself of this occasion 
to oflTer your Excellency the sculimciils of his highest considenition. 


Sub'fuclosure ‘1 in No. I0.‘f. . • , 

QUIN, the tk)inmandcr of one of His Britannic Afajesty's ships, has 
arrived at this anchorage, with an address for his Excellency the (Governor, 
upon the subject of certain distics.sed seamen of his nation, cast on shore in the 
year 1836. 

He requests that an Officer may be scut to him with all convenient sjx;ed, 
so that he may ])rcseut his address, and having received an answer, sail away. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 103. 

Captain Elliot to Mr, Gulzlaff. 

Sir, Macao, June 21,. 1837. 

WITH reference to my coiumunication of thi.s day’s date, 1 have now the 
hpnpr to furnish von \Yith the following instructions Joi' your guidance as to the 
disposal of the three Japanese who have so long been supported iit the charge of 
this establishment. ,, 

If you should be fortunate enough to meet the .ship Morrison atNapakiang, 
in the Great Loochoo, and there are Jiny Japanese junks at that j)lacc bound., to 
Japan, you will be so good as to ascertain from the three pcrson.s under our c^c. 
whether they Would ])refer to embark on board one of those vessels to piwceding 
on . in. the American ship. In taking tlieir decision upon this point, you will 
explain to them with all the precision in yotir power, the nature of any probable ^ 
risk to which ■ they may expose tlicraselves by repairing to their country in a 
foreign ship. 

In the event of tlieir desiring to join a Japanese junk at Napakiang, you 
•will make arrangements for the payment of their passage. 

• Jfypu should have left Napftkiang, in the Raleigh, before the arrival of the 
Morrison, and that vessel dnly joins you at the Bonins, it will still be indispen- 
sably necessary, previous to permitting the three Japanese to be carried on to 
any part of the coast of Japan in the Morrison, that you should receive from 
them their o'WKf consent to thi.s mode of returning to their country. 

If they object to it, you will he so good as to request Captain Quin to let 
them remove from the Morrison into His Majesty’s sliij) under his command, 
and in that contingency, he has obligingly promised to restore thetn to my care 
at this place. . . > 
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Should they, on the contrary, think fit to go on in the American ship, as 
they now seem very desirous of doing, you will l^e pleased, on approaching any ppt 
of the coast of Japan, to pay the utmost attention to their own suggestions with 
resj)eet to the safest and most unobtrusive means of finding their way on shore ; 
and it irtay not he mi>i)laced to remark, that to put them on board a native 
vessel out of sight of tlie land, appears to be a judicious manner of effecting 
that object. » • 

(ieiicrally, in all your pro(;e<'diugs Avitli regard to these individuals, you 
will bear in mind that their secure return to their own country is the single 
object to whieh Ilis Majesty’s fjiovernmcnt attach any importance ; and I feel 
assured that nolliiug would seem Ic.ss jiardoncablc to Lord Palmerston, than the 
least disposition to postpone that consideration to any view's or purposes 
whatever. 

impressed with this eouviction, it has only been my duly to His Majesty’s 
(lovcrnmenl to furnish you the.se scrupulous instructions, hut 1 can satisfactorily 
add, that thc'y have not been written in any sense that you would he infiucuced 
by otlier motives than those ujh)ii which they are bjisccl. Indeed, your own 
exeelleiil fetdiug, and the liigli cliaractor and judgment of the American gentle- 
men by whom this expedition is undertaken, afford of themselves the best 
guarantee, that to restore these shipwrecked individuals iu safety to their 
country and their families, will he the prineij)al and sullieient object of the A-isit 
to the coasts of .Japan. * 

I need hardly rej)eat to you in this phuiP, that it will be proper you should 
very carefully distinguish between the general leave of abseuee now accorded to 
you, and jiermissioii to join this or any «)ther such expedition; which it is wholly 
out of my [lower to grant. 

Hut whilst it is necessary I should remind you that your pursuits during 
your leave of absence are of your own .seeking, and must he strictly considered 
to he entirely unconnected Avitli His Majesty’s service, still I (lanuot doubt that 
the Secretary of State will sym|)athi'/.e with those feelings of pious enterprise 
which have itdlueneed you on tliis, and so many other occasions. And I enter-' 
tain a jicrsuasion that I shall ho excused for o[)posiug no obstacle in the w’ay of 
dispositions at once suitable to your sacred profe.s.sjon, and honourable to your 
personal eharaeler. 

I liavc,,&c., 

(Signed) CHARLKS JiLLlOT, 

Chirf Superintendent. 


No. 104. 

Captnin Elliot to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received February 2, 1838.) 

My J.ord, Macao, July 5, 1837, 

1 IIAV.M the honour to acknowledge your I^mlshiji’s IJcspateh, of the 
8th November, 1 830, declaratory of the state of the law with respect to any 
authority in the Superintendents of trade to deport a British subject from this 
country. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLKS JCLLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent. 


No. 105. 

CaJftair^F^liot to Viscount Palmerston. — (Receivad February, 2, 1838.) 

My Lord, Macao, July .5, 1837. 

IN acknowledging your Lordship’s Despatch, of the 0th December, 1836, 
[ have the satisfaction to observe that the Indlosure in the Ddfpatch of the 
14lh Septemher preceding, has had the etfcct of completely removing all diffi- 
culty upon the subject o(“ official correspondence between the Portuguese 
Government of this settlement and His Majesty’s officers. 

-joth The instructions to the Admiral, which your l,ordship has been pleased to 





notice in the former Despatch cannot fail to be attended with the best conse- 
quences to the general interests of the trade in this empire. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLKS ELLIOT, 

Chief Superfntendent . 


No. lOG. 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston.-^t^Received March 20, 1838.) 

Macao, August 29, 1S37. 

My Lord, 

A SHIP upon tlie point of sailing afford.s me an occasion to announce 
to your Lordsliip the return of His Majesty’s sloop Raleigh on this 
day,' after an cntiiely successful completion of the ser\ice explained in my 
Despatch of the 3rd .fuly. 

The fifteen people belonging to the late I)rig h'ainf were despatched to 
Canton by the (lovemment of Kuhkeen on the day alter the arrival of the 
Raleigh at the mouth of the Min River; and they were all safely delivered 
over into my hands hj' the authorities of this province on the 'Jud instant. 

Their generous treatment by the (’hinesc authorities has been in the highest 
degree honourable to the humanify of this Covernment, and I have not failed to 
convey my respectful sense of such tonduet to his Exeelleney the fJovernor. 

A more tietailed statement of Captain Quin’s ))roceedings shall be trans- 
mitted by an early occasion ; hut in the mean time it will be satisfactory to 
your Lordship to know that he has succeeded in drawing from tl.e (Jovernment 
of “ Fnhkecn and Chekeang,” a direct olTieial answer to his atidress. 

I leel assured that the zeal and great judgment which Captain Quin has 
displayed in the discharge of a very delicate duty will not be lost upon Ilis 
Majesty’s Government. 

I have, 

(Signed) CHARLES EI.LU^T, 

'' ^hief Superintendent. 


No. 107. 

Captain l£lliot to Viscount Palmerston. — iRec.f‘ive(t April 10, 1838.) 

My liOrd, Macao, Sejilnidter A, 1837. 

AVITTI reference to my Oespateh of the, 21Uh ult., I have, now the honour to 
submit a translation of the document handed to (’aptain Quin, ol Ilis Majesty’s 
sloop Raleigh, by the ollieer-s of the Provincial Government at I’oo Chow Foo 
on the 3rd July last. This paper i.s not an edict from the Goveiiior, addressed 
directly’^ to Captain Quin, Jjut it is an instrument signeci aiid sealed by certain 
native officers, to whom it was adrlressed, invohing a copy of his K.\< eliency’s 
commands, communicated to them for injun<-tiou upon (‘a[)tain Quin. 

The sensitiveness of the higher Cliiiiese autliorities, u|)on the subject of 
direct official cfnnmunieation with foreigners, is a feeling which is commonlv 
supposed to be very much conlined to the government of this province. 

It was strongly manifested, however, on this occasion, at Foo Chow Foo ; 
and 1 believe it may be considered to he a j)rinciple of Chinese policy, which 
.will be found in active force at all the outward limits of the empire. 

Upon the whole, 1 trust that the succe.ssful completicm of this service will 
be satisfactory to your Lordship. ^ , 

It was desirable, on many accounts, to convince the Chinese Government 
that the saTcty of British subjects was ahvays a source of earnest solicitude to 
that of His Miyesty. And though I have already said that there did not appear 
to be any serious ground for apprehension about these peojjle, still it was to be 
remembered, that they had been more than twelve months detained at Foo 
Chow' Foo ; and their having formed part of the crew of a vessel engaged in the 




illicit traffic, considerably increased mv own anxiety for their restoration into 
our hands. ’ ' . -'awI .lo ‘v-nlv-.r-h 

1 hoj)e; tOfl;tliat b'thei* advitefag^otis ttiay|r^t 'ft*n this 
voyajre to the Min. 1’hat the Kiiijc’s 'ship^' ct^dd find tliiSJr to' dtlrfet^poii^s 
than" Cantitti, upon proper arid ncce<isaH’'obcas?ririS, woald !>© 6'rie hbVionS'i'ew:- 


tion, and, adverting to its effeOt upon the authorities of this provinee; ‘|»'rob&o|y 
■a very salutary one to create. The niejisured' torie of tli6 cOnruntihibatiritiiidfris 
to he pi-esunicd, would favourably dispose tiie governments of bthbr prOTil^s 
than this, to reeeive one on a like occasion, rather' tliatt' Indltr the hazard of 
troul)lesomc distaissions hy its rejection ; and (if difficulty occurred) of'ewtifin 
censure, from the Court for unreasonable impracticability. ' 

Before I dismiss this subject, I would respectfulljr'sugfgest and requtsst^tlAt 
your Ltirdship sliould address a letter to the Governor of Canfofii"expresslVb*‘hf 
thanks for the very generous treatment of these fiftetMi peCsonsi' Thtey were 
well fed, lodged, and clad, and upon their final departure from' Fdo-chow-ftw, 
each imiividual received a present in silver to the amount of about 50 shilling." 

' The one half of their journey to Canton was pcrfdnncd in chairs. 

There would be no difficulty in transmitting your Lordship's letter td ^tlfe 
Governor througli an officer, as was done in the case of the Governor' General 
of India’, s communication brought on in the year 1829, by Captain Freemaiiflrit 
His Majesty’s sloop left tlic Min ort the 3rd .Inly, and arrived at Nap’a- 
kikng in the Great Loodioo on t, lie 14th. that place Captain Quin' ficitihd 
the American Ship Morrison, on board o^f which Mr. Giit/laff embarked' hi 
prosecution of the intended Voyage to .Japan. 

T'he conduct of the inhabitants of the Loochoo’s was inoffensive ; 'find 


indeed it is a jminfiil proof of the suspicion of the Government, and the extreme 
subjection an<l timidity of the jieoplc, that they steadily refused to receive- afiy 
remuneration for some supplies procurcfl hy Captain Quin, — of course undCr 
the impression that they were to he paid for. Water was supplied in'' ^e 
Native lloats ; they furnished three bullocks, five pigs, fowls, and vegetable ; 
but they would take no payment, and even brought back a hag of dollars which 
had been cast into the last boat, entreating Captain Quin, with great carncstht^^, 
to take it again. Tj^ey insisted that they did not dare to receive the money. ’ 
On the Ibtli July, Captain Quin proceeded fo the Bonin Islands, 'whisre 
he arrived after a tedious passage, owing to light winds, on the 2nd'August. ’ 
The Inclosurc No. 2, contains Captain Quin’s feiharks upon the condilidin 
of that Settlement. 


His Majesty’s sloop sailed from Port Lloyd on the 10th August,' athl 
arrived in these Roads on the 29th. This voyage w'as also protracted hr a 
'^edntinuation of very light w'eathcr, but under general circumstances, 1 think 
the passage between the Bonins and China might he performed in a ship of Vilr 
at all seasons of the year in about twelve days. ' 

On the same day (the 29th August), the ship Morrison returned 'ftifim 
the expedition to .Japan, bringing hack the Japanese. ' 

I'lie Reverend .Mr. GutzlafTs notes, Inciosure No. 3, will most satisfactotih' 
e.xplain the history of this voyage. , ' ' . 

1 have presented each of the Japanese who were formerly supported‘at 
the charge of this cstablishiiiciit with ten dollars, and 1 have the sutisfactidh^ tt) 
add, that they are now’ eligibly placed and earning their own livelihood: 

The considerable degree in which the Reverend Mr. GutzlaiTs attamriibfffs 
have contributed to the successful accomplishment of our objects in Fukeen Will 
be very apparent to your Ixirdship. * 

I have, &c., ■' '* 

(Signedl CHARLES ELLIOt. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 1 07. 

An Order, to he opened hy the English Naval Commander QfiintC^d others'. 

Po, commanding the Governor’s central regiment. 

1 / 00 . second in command of a naval squadron. ' 

Till, second in command of the Lieutenant Governor's central force. ' 
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Tae, Prefect of the department of Fuchow ; and 

Yen, Sub«Prefect, charged with the Coast-guard, hereby transmit commands. 

On the 1st of July, 1^7, they received and copied the commands of their 
Bbccellencies Chung, Governor of Fukeen and Chekeang, and Acting General of 
the garrison of Fuchow, Wei, Lieutenant-Governor of Fukeen, and Chang, 
lifUtenant-Gieneral of the garrison of Fuchow, — these commands being of the 
following tenour. 

** It has been reported to us that an English ship has arrived in the province 
of Fukeen, and has anchored in the offing of Uhu, also that three boats have 
left her and passed through the mouth of the river, to present an address. And 
now» the above named military, officers, &c., have laid before us tl\e address of 
the foreign officer. 

It is therein stated, that fourteen seamen belonging to a merchantman of 
the .^aid nation have been cast on the coast of Fukeen, and it is entreated that 
they may be delivered up. 

On a perusal of the address, its language and wording are found to be 
throughout respectful and dutiful. 

** Having investigated the subject, it seems, that in September, 1836, there 
were found on the coast of Nanking, and other adjoining villages, within, the 
jurisdiction of the district Chaugpoo, in the department of Changchowfoo, 
certain distressed foreigners, Mitsou and others, to the number of hfteeii, who, 
having encountered a gsile at sea,* were drifted on shore. The number was not, 
as here stated, fourteen. Nor has flic foreign officer who now addresses us given 
the surnames and names of tlie shipwrecked foreigners. 

“ It appears from the interpretation given of the depositions of the ship- 
wrecked foreigners, as before taken in this province, that Mitsoo is a native of 
■Tisoo [?1 in the West ; that Joze is a Euro]>ean Portuguese, and that the rest, 
Malu and others, to the number of thirteen, are Javanese, that none of them are 
English. 

" Now We, the Governor, &c., being apprehensive that the Fuhkeen inter- 
preter might have failed to give a full, clear, and accurate interpretation, did 
therefore have an interpreter from Canton, Heu Tsc<ing, an inhabitant of Macao, 
sent hither in order to examine and interpret the depositions*. We, the Governor 
and Lieutenant Governor, joined in a personal examination of the men, and 
{)erceived, w'ith regard to* these wrecked foreigners, that though their spoken 
language was not intelligible, yet [an outward exhibition of] the mental passions 
seemed to be susceptible of explication : and thereupon their depositions were 
taken and put on record. We, the Governor, &c., did, according to the facts 
(fhus ascertained) report clearly to the Great Emperor, and did also forthwith 
depute officers, Yang Ching tsigh, expectant of a district magistracy, and others, to 
take the distressed foreigners and convey them to the province of Kwangtung, 
there. tc\ be delivered over to a foreign officer for the purpose of being put on 
board some fit vessel for conveyance back to their countries. They were also 
liberally gifted with pecuniary gratuities, as a mark of compassionate kindness. 

T'hus the shipwrecked foreigners, drifted hither, have been examined, 
through the medium of an interpreter, and have, according to law, been sent 
back. 

“ Within the province of Fuhkeen, the regulations do not permit foreign ships 
to remain at anchor. The established enactments of the Celestial Empire are 
.very strict. And though the said foreign officer, having come to make inquiries 
respecting shipwrecked foreigners, and to deliver an address, is not the same as 
one who cruizes about without a cause ; yet all territories have their fixed boun- 
daries, and their established regulations relating thereto. lie must by no means 
then be suffered to enter the river and anchor within it, thereby infringing the regu- 
lations. This, as is befitting, should be clearly and authoritatively coimmniicrated 
to him, and he should immediately be compelled to proceed vTith his boats to 
Uhh, and thence should be required to sail away with the ship. He cannot be 
sufferei^to romaiu loitering the^, looking around, and flattering hiiuself with 
hopes and 6':^ectations, till, in the end, the impropriety of breaking the bounds 
be forgotten. ' - , , 

“ To this effect we proceed tp issue our commands. When this reaches 
the before-mentioned military and other officers, let them immediately prepare a 
copy of this joint edict from us the Governor, &c., and transmit these com- 
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mands to the said foreign officer, &c., requiring that he wait until the men of 
war of the several naval stations conduct him>from station to station; and that 
then he speedily proceed to sea, returning to his ship, and sailing back to his 
country., 

“In regard to the fifteen shipwrecked foreigners, Mitsoo and his com- 
panions, let them wait till the Governor and Lieutenant Governor of Kwmg- 
tung shall have fully examined their cases, when they will be delivered oveefto ti 
foreign officer to be conveyed to their said native countries, there to be treated 
as(tiieir Governments) may themselves determine. 

“ Within the celestial cnipire, Kvvangtung is the only province in which 
the said nation has hitherto been granted permission to trade. With this 
exception, all the provinces from Fukccii northwards contain no.places to which 
foreign ships ought to repair. 'I'o none, therefore, must they, under any 
pretence rigarding the winds, proceed ; by rashly proceeding northward, they 
will hut expose themselves to he I'orcibly expelled, and will bring on themselves 
the crime of presumptuously transgressing the laws. 

“ We will communicate the suhstanee of the address, and of our commands 
thereon, to the Governor and Lieutenant Governor of Kvvangtung. And let 
the said military and other officers speeddy and fully transmit our commands 
and act according to tlicm. Let none of tlicin delay or trifie, and so render 
themselves criminal. The address of tlic foreign officer, let them also send 
hack. Give trembling attention, and hasten ? Give trembling attention ! Be 
speedy ! These arc our commands.” 

'I'hc above having been received, the commands tI)crcof are forthwith 
transmitted to the English naval officer Quin, &c., that he may speedily act in 
obedience to their Excellencies’ commands, may go back into his boats, and 
may, with all haste, proceed with them to sea, there to repair on board his ship, 
and at once sail back to Ins country. lie must not stay loitering here, looking 
around him ; nor must he, uiuler any pretext regarding the winds, rashly proceed 
northwards, exj)osing himself, to no purpose, to be loreibly expelled, and involv- 
ing himself in the crime of disobeying the regulations. 

As to the fifteen wrecked foreigners, Mitsoo and his companions, he must 
wait until the Governor of Kwangtung and Kwangsc, and the Lieutenant 
Governor of Kwangtung deliver them to the foreign officer at that place, when 
they may be conveyed to their respective native eounirics, to he there treated as 
(their Governments) may themselves determine. 

Let each, vvuth trembling attention, obey : oppose not. A special order. 

[Annexed is tlie original a<ldrcss sent back by their Excellencies. J 

Taoukwaug, 17th year, L. S.*, 5th mouth, JiOth day. (2nd July, 18.37.) 

Translated from the C’hinese. 

(Signed) J. lloBT. Morrison, 

Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 107# 

Remarks on Peel Island, Bonin Gronpe, situated in Lat. 27° 5' 3.5" N Lone 

142° ir 30 ' E., 9th August, 1837. 

APfER Captain Beeidiey’s visit to, naming of this island, and port, 
and taking formal posse-ssion of the Groupe, as per inscrifttion in good 
preservation on a sheet of a>pf)er, as follows : — 

“ Ilis Britannic Majo.sty’s ship Blossom, Captain F. W. Beechey, took 
" possession of this groupe of islands ui the name and on the behalf of His 
Britafmiq, Majesty, George IV., I4th June, 1827.” 

1 he fiist .scttleis vveie l\4attco Mozaro, a native of Ragnsa, but vt'ho had 
been many years in (he cinployinent of Mr. Bennet of Rotherhithe near 
London, an owner of wliale-ships in the South Sea Fishcry,.,jind had also 
sm viid on hoard an English .sloop-of-wtir, in the West Indies^ named La 
Mornc Fortunde. With Matteo Mozaro came Rieharil Millichamp, a native 

• Five Seals of the five MiliUry anti Civil Ofticera uaiiteil at the cominencement 
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of Devonshire^ his partner: they sailed from Oahie the 21st May, 1830, 
with two Americans, one Dane, and a party of Sandwich Islanders, viz. 
men, five in nuinher ; women, ten in nnmher — in all twenty persons, under 
the countenance of Mr. Richard (’harlton, llis Majesty’s (’onsul for the 
Sandwich Islands, who supplied Messrs. Mozaro and Millichamp with an 
UpfJpn-jack, and a paper describing them as <leserving persons, vvlio had, at 
theK' sole expense and risk, fitted out the expiidiiion to settle on one of the 
Bonin islands, us per accompanying documents. 

From the schooner that brought them from Oahie, two Sandwich 
Islanders and one American deserted, increasing their numbers to twenty- 
three. 


1831. — ^The English whale-ship. Partridge, Captain Francis Stavers, 
arrived ; of her crew seven deserted, viz., — 

John Hayes . . English Drowned. 

Josejih (,'ullens . . do. Resident, August 9, 1837, Port Lloyd. 

John Bravo . . Portuguese do. do. do. 

William (iill . . English i 

Nicholas . . do. v Three apprentices returned to the ship. 

Eaton . . . do. ) 

Edwin . . do. Strayed from a party and lost in the 

. woods. 


The English bark Kent, Caplain Laughton, landed two men ; viz., — 
John Jackson . . American After a temporary residence left the 

John Butler . . . do. Island. 


1832. — The English bark IValmer, Captain Robins, arrived, one of her 
crew deserted ; viz., — 

James Martin . . English Remained twelve months and then 

rejoined his ship. 

1833. — The English whaler, Amelia ffllsnu, Captain Wilson, was 

wrecked on a rock about forty miles to the northward of Port Lloyd ; three 
boats arrived, with twelve men, of which number four remained; viz., — 
Thomas Baily . . • Engli.sh \ 

William Cilly - . do. ( All four rc'sident at Port Lloyd, Au- 

Joseph Antonio . . Portugue.se ( gust 9, 1837. 

John Roberts . . do. 

’Phe English whaler Cadmus, Captain Snowdon, landed fourteen muti- 
nous seamen, against the remonstrances of the settlers, and who, (if a stroke 
of Providence had not drowned half of them,) Avould in a short time have 
ruined the infant settlement; some shipped at Sydney, New South Wales ; 
they got other bad subjects, already on the Island, to herd with them, and 
threatened to supply themselves ;it the expense of the young community, 
to fire their dwellings and retire to the jungle. 

1834. — The English bark Farou, Captain Dale, left two men ; viz., — 

. . . English After remaining five or six weeks 

. . do. reshipped in an English bark, be- 

‘ longing to the same owners. 

English ship. Corsair, Captain Venable.s, left two men, viz., 

English. Left the island shortly after. 

James Marshall, Scotch. Was left sick on the beach, without any supply, 

relief or resource, by Cjtjitain Venables, 
against the remonstrance of the settlers, and 
is now resident on the island, 9th AuKUst. 
* 1837. 

English bark, Daniel, Captain Duncan, one of her crew deserted, viz., 
John Parker, English. Who remained six weeks and reshipped, in the 

Volunteer, American ship. 

2 F 2 
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• 1834. — American ship, //ir/icarrf. Captain Worth, left one raim sick, viz., 
T-T — . Portuguese. Who reshipped in the Volunteer. 

English l>ark, Rochester, Captain Price, had one man deserted, viz., 

iScotch. Who remained upwards of twelve months, then 

i*eshippe<l in the English bark, Tory. j 

1 835. — .\ineriean ship, Amazon, Captain Oessey, had four men desert, viz., 

William Low, American. Resident 9th August, 1837, Port Lloyd'. 
Benjamin Ividy, do. ^ 

Thomas Mick, - do. •- Reshipped in various vesaelii. 

— Avery, do. J , . 

English bark, John Palmer, Captain Lawrence, hjid two ihcn deserted, 

vizv, 

James ISmith, English. Re.sident 9th August, 1837, Port Lloyd. 

‘ (cooper) do. Remained twelve months, and rejoined his own 

ship. 

English bark, Folkstune. (Japtuin Blisse, had one man deserted, viz. s 

Wiiiiani English. Remained u inonth, and reshipped in the 

American brig, Diana. 

1836. — United States ship. Peacock, Captain Stribling, with the broad 
pendant of Commodore Kennedy, had two men deserted, viz., 

English. Remained about twelve months, then reshipped 

American. in the English bark, Tory. 

United States schooner, Enterprize, Captain Holding, hud one man 
deserted, viz., 

Richard Ladman, English. Remained one year, then reshippeil in the Eng- 

. lish bark, Tory. . 


1837. — English bark, Rochester, Captain Kenny, had two men deserted, 

viz., 

Charles Powell, English. Remained one month, then entered his Mu- . 
Thomas Hawkins, do. jesty’s service, on board the 

English bark, 3Iellish, Ca])tain Cowley, had one man de.serted, viz., 
Thomas l.iCwis, Irish. Remained about six weeks, then enter^ his 

Majesty’s service, on board the Raleigh. 


English bark, Caroline, Captain Wheeler, one man deserted, viz., 

John Jacket (ar.) Engli.sh. Re.sident, 9th August, 1837. Port Lloyd. 

' English bark, Admiral Cockhurn, Captain Lawrence, one nmn deserted 

viz.; 

English. Remained ten days, and reshipped in English 

ship MelUsh. 


The numbers on the Island when the Raleigh left Port Llovd 10th 
August, 1837, were as under. 

Original Matteo Mozaro. Ragu.sa. 

Scttlera . Richard Millichump*. Devonshire, Great Britain, 

arrived * Alden B. Chapin. Boston, United States. 

26tb June, 1830, Nathaniel Savoiy. Do, do. do. 

5 in No. Charles Johnson. Copenhagen. 

Men, Sandwich Islanders. 

Women, do. do. 

/ 

^ginal Settlers. 



Aftei\;-,> , 4 . 
Settlers 
11 in No. 


.WiUmmGillyy!^ 
Thomas' Bniley,.' 
John Bravo, 

, Jii^eph Cullens, 
John. Jacket^, . 
Joseph Antonio, 
John Roberts, 
James Smith, 
Francis Silya, 
William Low, 
James MarsUaUi 


- finglishj.N. 'Yarmouth: ‘ 4 yrs. atP. Llo^d. 
; .«Do. .'-Bideford. - 4 ' do. do. 
Portuguese, Cape de Verd. 5.^ do. 


Rnglish/ London. 

. Engiisb,. London. 
Portugue^p, Brazil. 

Do. Lisbon. 
.English, I..ondon. 
Azores, Fayal. 
United States. 
I^Otch-: 


di do. 
^.months. 
4 ye;irs. 


4 

1 

2 

a 


do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 


do. 

do. 


do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 


Children William Gilly, 

6 in ,No. George Gilly, 

John Hayes, 
John Bravo, 
George Bravo, 
Thomas Bravo. 


Original St^ttlers 25 
After . . ilo. . .11 

Children ... 6 

making a total of 42 

Persons on the Island. 


1 have been thus particular to show how fluetuating has been the state , 
of tbo population of Port Lloyd. . Last May, the* period for which the Sand- ' 
wieh Islanders had bound themselves to labour for Messrs. Mozaro and 
Millichainp, was at an end, and froni that time, being free agents, they have 
<Ionp little or no work. Messrs Mozaro and Millichainp are of opinion that 
thirty more families, say three persons in each, could be comfortably and Kub- ' 
stan^aliy located, and fed ; having besides a reasonable stock to dispose of to 
ships arriving to supply themselves with clothing, tools, and a few dollars per 
annum. The want of a fixed head, authorized by Government, is severely felt, 
and from the want of unity among the settlers, frequently occasioned by com- 
pcti’fion in supplying such whalers as arrive, and frequently by the conduct of 
their crews ; ships which have good crews will not anchor in the port, fearing 
their men will desert; others, which have bad men, land .them, and disturb 
the tranquillity of the settlers, by putting them in fear for their lives and pro- 
perties; as inthi instance of the Cadmus^ 7b/7/, and ^ddmiral Cochburn. The 
settlers waiitwl me to interfere in some of their little local disputes, but as I 
had no authority, I only listened to their several complaints, and advised 
unity*;" hence, the number of affidavits sworn before me. 

The Union Jack given to Messrs. Mozaro and Millichainp by his Ma- 
jesty’s consul, at the Sandwich Lslands, being quite worn out, and their flag- 
staff blown down, I considered it my duty to supply the deficiency, and rigged 
them oiit substantially, in order to point out to strange ships on which side of 
the Port- to apply for supplies. 

Peel Island has already, in great cultivation, sweet Potatoes, Taro, 
Indian Cpim, Onions, Yams, Pumpkins, Water Melons, Sugar Cane ; Tobacco 
has been ’planted, and witlj such success, that it is likely to give them a great 
deal of trouble from its speading so fast, and the want of hands to gather it 
in, and prepare it ; it is said to be of an excellent quality ; they have a few 
excellent lemon-trees planted from see<I, which bc^ar well, but are iiegleiitcd. 

' Pigs are in great abundance. For them the Indian corn is cultivated, 
and they are sold at from four dollars to eight dollars each*. Wild Hogs are 
also many in number, and a breed of Dogs, brought from the Sandwich Islands, 
are well tartght that they M'ill at any time, under the direction of their 
masters, find, attack, and bring down the large.st. 

The island has also many jungle . fowl, for, on first arrival, the settlers 
managed to get their poultry adrift; and in a wild .state they havy inrreased 
greatly, to the annoyance of their corn fields. 

Gouts, in a wild otate, are on the southern head, u’liich, at high water, is 
an island, and. are many in nuryber; no tame ones, save a pair left by the 
Haleigh. 

There are no noxious animals, or snakes, on the island ; no rats, but 
many mice. Sharks are numerous but small, these the dogs frequently chase 
in shoal water, capture, and drag them high and dry, on the sandy beaches. 


* The average was 10 lbs. per Spanish dollar. 
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Although the timber on the island is in groat plenty, there is not more 
than re<|iiirctl, if a larger niuiiber were to settle ; there is none fit for masts ; 
one sort is in great plenty, called Tooiiiana, which is used for floors and 
planking, being also ornamental, furniture is made from it. The mulberry 
tree is very hard, used for posts or stautions for their dwellings, and never 
decays in the ground. There is also a small quantity of sandal wood^ but 
not sjdlicient to make a remark. Rlr. Mozaro, with eight men, being#<hr6e 
months eolleeling thirty peculs. 

Not tlie least vestige of previous occupancy has been discovered by the 
prcM'nt settlers, wlio have now been resident since July 26th, 18.‘10; and 
luivc e.vamined every part of the islaml, and I am of the same opinion as 
themselves, that Peel Island is one of those numerous islands in the North 
Pacific that has been never occupied. 

'Flic settlers have heai'd of acts of piracy being committed on the coast 
of Japan by the whalers, but cannot vouch for the truth of the statements of 
heinselves. They know nothing, and never knew of any plunder being 
jrought to Port I.loyd — in fact, they.sjiy “ we have no dtdlars,” which piratical 
persons would require for tlu! st(»len property. 

In conclusion, I beg to submit that a Vice-Consjd, Tinder cither the 
Suiierintendeut of Hritish Trade in (^hina, or his Majesty’s Consul for the 
Sandwich Islands, would lie a sulTicient head in the present infant state of 
the settlement, and prot(‘<!t it from the liuvless behaviour of the whalers, 
as he could report to his superior, udio fnight move his Majesty’s Govern- 
ment to direct their Attorney-General to prosecute, tm their* arrival in 
England. 

Messrs. Mozaro an<l Miilichamp would be very glad to receive ten 
China men and their uives ; they would place them on productive land on 
what they term “ Halves,” viz., that half the produce should be paid to 
tliem in lieu of rent, and in full of all demands. 


SFATE OF WEATHER A'F PORT LLOYD. 

Jannartf . — Strong Westerly wiruls, and clear weather. 

Fehntanf and March. — Moderate Westerly winds ; occasionally freshes 
and showers. 

yipril. — Variable w'inds, inclining to East; showers frequently. 

.Maif . — Winds more conlirmed East ; dry weather generally. 

Jane — Ditto ditto. Occasional shoM'ers. 

Jalif . — Heavy rains ; fresh gales from East to South-East. 

Augasl . — Heavy ruins, tresh gales ; occasionally heavy Typhoong.s. 

Sept nn her and October. — Heavy winds, generally Easterly; occasionally 
heavy ’^ryphoons. 

Navemher. — Heavy strong winds, generally South-East, but incline to 
South and West. 

December. — Winds more regular ; fresh wiuds’Westerly. 

Typhoons in July, August, September, and October : of the greatest 
strength in October. 

(Signed) MICH. QUIN. 
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Inclosurc 3 in No. 107, 

Notes hy Mr. Guizlaff upon a Voya^^e to Fahchoo^ Napakeang^ arid the Bays of 

Yedo and Ka^^osima, in His Majesty s Ship Raleigh, and the Morrison. 

‘ 24//i June — 29/A August^ 1637. 

Abode at Fuhchoo. 

THE appearance of a man of war at the mouth of the Min river createil 
much sensation, thougli there was apparently no fear expressed. 1 had 
repeatedly to assure the Mandarins that she carried no caigo ; yet this asser- 
tion was still doubted. 

By patience we obtained the requisite papers, and ])arted from our guests 
with many protestations of affectionate remembrances. One of the Mantchoo 
officers askqd me whether he would be j)ermitted to travel in our country for 
information. He was a man who had just arrived from Peking, and for the 
first time seen foreigners from the West ; and thendon^ the more interested in 
their conversation. It is my firm opinion, that if we could only have more 
frequent intercourse with the M iiidaiins, and suHiciently explain our inten- 
tions, much of their suspicion would be lulled to sleep. 

We found the |)eople invariiWjly kind, and even frank, in their manners. 
They would give us some assistanc(‘, even if it was not required ; and greatly 
thank us, if we showed them a favour in our turn. 

To the advantages of navigating the Min I have adverted in a former 
paper. Vessels of ihirteen feet draught might go up to the Min-gan fort, and 
those drawing less even reach the city. The large junks we saw there opposite 
at anchor, fully proved that shijis of considerable burthen might be al)le to 
proceed to the anchorage, though the channel is intricate, and there arc not a 
few banks. 

The Mandarins invariably depreciated the commercial resources of this em- 
porium ; but there existed^ too much ocular proof to tire contrary. All was 
bustle on the river s side; the junks were hmding as quick as they could, and 
several passed down the. river. The native craft is h(‘re considerably more 
numerous than I have seen at any lime at Canton. 'J'lic Amoy merchants are 
also here the most respectable, and command the market; their junks fetch 
rice from Formosa, and supply Fuhchoo with sugar and cotton, two articles of 
extensive consumption. As the natural port for tlie exportation of black teas, 
Fuhchoo is fully deserving of our attention. 

Rice was at this time very scarce, and fetched 30 per cent, above the 
Canton price. The major part of the populace was in a state of suffering; 
though there was no famine, there was want. The ])opulation is very numerous, 
and the means of subsistence not so plentiful in pro|)ortion. Silver sold for 
1 100 large cash per dollar — an exorbitant price. The limited circulation of 
the precious metals is throughout the Empire very keenly felt; the complaints 
arc general, yet it can scarcely be believed that ten or eleven millions of (lollars, 
annual exportation, can so materially affect so large an Empire as China, as it 
has generally been believed. If this, liow ever, be the case, the native currency, 
before tlie establishment of the foreign trade, must have been very limited ; for 
all the exporjts, taken together, do not yet amount to one-half of the previous 
imports. Supposing the complaints of Chinese statesmen well grounded, so 
that the circulating medium will decrease annually as they liave foretold, this 
will lead to results w hicli will render foreign agency conspicuous. The Chinese 
Government possesses no credit for raising a loan ; a repeated attempt to intro- 
duce a paper currency has also failed ; and though cash may do in the jiaymcnt 
of small sums, it is too bulky in great transactions, and renders some more 
bandy substitute necessary. Some quantity ol‘ bullion is indispensably neces- 
sary ; an^ if this is not imporfod into Canton at a very high j)remium, it must 
be obtained some other way, in ordt*r to satisfy the demand. Such a crisis, if 
duly improved, may jiavc the way for a closer intercourse, upon a more liberal 
footing. 


% 



224 


; . 

Dei’arturb, and Arrival at Loo-Ctioo. 

Ditring our absence from the ship, a friendly naval officer had paid Her 
Majesty’s sloop a visit. We had scarcely come on board, when the Captain 
gave orders for getting under weigh. In crossing the bar, we were nearly 
setting aground. Some islands to the north of the Min, at least a dil^ree 
distant from the main,, which 1 had not observed in any of my previous voyage, 
became visible in the aficnioon of July 3. 

On the 4th, when in Lat. 20° 8' N.,Long. 123° 45' E.,at noon, we observed 
to windward, at about twenty miles distance, two islands — one of considerable 
extent, with two peaks upon it. If these have ever been seen by any previous 
navigator, they have not been accurately laid down in any chart. 

We had had hitherto always fair weather, and thus reached, on the iSth of 
July, the westernmost island of the Loo-Choo group, and the second in extent, 
called Kanmisang. It is inhabited, and well cultivated. A heavy gale arose 
here, which lasted for three days, with unabated fury, and obligecfus to lay to. 
When the weather cleared up, wc found ourselves to leeward of the islands ; 
and we reached, as late as the 14th, the roads of Napakeang, where the Ameri- 
can ship Morrison was already at anchor, waiting for us. 

Shortly after our arrival, some Loo-Choo Mandarins came on board, and 
made the customary inquiries : — To w'hat nation do you belong ? From what 
j)ort do you come ? &c. We gave them & list of the provisions wc wanted, 
whilst Captain Ouin requested an audience with the King. 


Stay at Loo-(’hoo. 

My original intention was to examine these islands as much as time would 
permit ; hut our late arrival frustrated this plan. Having been formerly at 
this place, and being now able to speak the native language, a brogue of the 
Japanese, I possestsed ample means for obtaining information. Captain Ouin 
sent the first Lieutenant, with me, on shore, early in the morning. We 
demurred for a considerable time in the temple hear the landing-place, but 
were by no means cordially received. The appearance of two vessels, and one 
of them a man-of-war, had rendered the authorities iruspicious. To my know- 
ledge no foreign trader committed ever any violence here ; yet the natives 
always dreaming of conquest, can scarcely imagine that a ship should come to 
these remote regions, without entertaining some hopes of subjecting the 
islands. Having succeeded in calming the fears of the chiefs, wc proceeded to 
the city. In this trip we were at first opposed by the authorities ; but when 
we had gained our point, they showed the utmost readiness of conducting iia 
through the streets. It took us about an hour to walk at a rapid pace through 
the whole length of the town. I am unable to determine its breadth, but 
think that the city may contain about 10,000 inhabitants. All the houses are 
surrounded with a stone wall, which also incloses a garden, and are mostly built 
of wood, one story high, with a verandah in front, upon the smallest scale 
maginable, in the Japanese style. Wc did not perceive a single shop or any 
article offered for sale. The number of squalid looking beings and naked 
children who surrounded us, was by far the major part of the spectators. We 
met beggars in the most wretched condition, but were more astonished at the 
miserable look of the females ; they arc fat and raw-boned, the very picture of 
ugliness, with only a scanty covering, and this almost in tatters, whilst’ their 
left hands were more or less tattered. As the number of women of all ages 
who flocked around us was very great, and wc did not see a single exception, 
we do not doubt but that they arc kept in the most abject condition. A whole 
row of them catne down from the hills carrying burdens, in company with 
some ponies, with whom they seemed to rank on a par. The few acres we 
passed in our ramble were cultivated with potatoes, pulse and grains, with the 
greatest art ; but the peasantry we saw seemed to be a hard-Working, ill- 
requited race. Yet the fishermen are still worse off. They are venturesome, 
and p with their canoes hollowed out of a single tree, to a great distance from 
the land, taking only a bucket pf water and same potatoes for their subsistence. 
Upon this they live for days together,, until the quantity of fish they caught is 



adequate to buy them a new supply of victuals. \\v saw them witli luirpoons 
in pursuit of sharks and other larp;c fis!^ of wliieh a single one with a blow of 
the tail, inight U})set their frhit bark. ^ 

Having j)assed a large tiinher-yard, and several salt-works along Ihe so 
shbre, \\v arrived at ^the grave ef an English sailor, who had been h»jrK:d tlu'se 
hvcnt 3 ^-ohc years ago. ' Wherever we passed, we saw (he coral insect at work, 
the /"oast around being; Covered with its exenwnee. 

iVc liad at this tnhe better bpportiihiiies for ^observation than our predc- 
eessors. The general aspeet of things rendiTs lhi‘ imjiressions w hich remained 
from my last visit less favoural)le ; the* Eoo (’hoonns do not improve upon 
nearer inspection. Several eircumstanees eons[)ire to ktaq) the great ma'-s of 
the })eophi‘in a slate of povtu tv.' It is ni)W’ nearly 2f)() years that the Princi* of 
the tfapanese piinripalitv Satzurna took forcible ])oss(‘ssion of these islands; 
anvl until this day the* nativt's have, to pay annnallv 7o,(}()0 peeuls in sugar as 
tribute, accordiitg to our nativ(‘ informanl. This is doubtless a very great 
drain iqjon nationarindiisliT, arid grealfv cliecks tin* enterprising spirit oj’ the 
peasant. IIow' ahslemious soever the natives hia\" he, and iVoin what we savv. 
tile dinner of four men wamld s(‘are<’1v satisfy a single Ennqiean ; vet the eoin- 
rnon pe ople (ind it ve-ry hard to earn a suhsistenee. 

'I'he trade with Sitzuma is consieK rahle. 'I’hen* were siw’en jnnks of that 
place in harijonr ; one had alreiuh' leh : and tin* wlioli' nnnd»( r is slated to ho 
annnallx^ lifleen. 'fhe EooflioojiUs visit, in tiu'ir (iwn eraft, Kng(.*siina, tin; 
eapital ol' that conhtrv, and thus <*niploy a eonsidtu'able capital in eoimneree. 
riu' trad e wilh Euiieliini, for which harbour ann\rall\ two junks nf the !argi*st 
descrijjlicm are dcsiKitelicd, is lar from trifling. 'I'hey import Hielie de mai\ 
agar agar, sn!|)hur, their (»wn and Japanese maiuilactiiri's, and take (’him'so 
stuffs, and \arions other articles, iu return. Thi^ is tin* most lavonr(*rl nation 
in till* w hole Ceh'stial Fanpire : tliev are not onfy allowed to Iradc, hut also to 
send th.eir tni>utc-hoarers to the capital, and leave some natives there to aeqnire 
tile riiinese language, Tlu^ <-hi( rs eonsider it <]ui(e below their dignity to eon- 
versi in tli(‘ vulgar longue, alw ays prelerriiig the Mandarin diab'et, I'iuy do 
not unlv undersland the CMiinesc? charaett*r. hut have also adopted the syllahary 
t»f the Jap:nU‘se. 

'J'he King ofSatzuma dch‘gates his aulhoritv to a vieeroy, an honeeir now 
Iiereditnry, and also s(jnds at tinn*s'some inferior ollicors to rule over the eoiin- 
try. Notwithstanding tlu^ burthen of a foi'eign yoke, tlie naliva* aullhuaties 
appear to liavc great control, all the hrnnelies of industiy h(*ing in their hands. 
Japanese Cash, similar in shape and weight to the tdiiiiese, and hearing the 
inscription of KtvnN jnfon (everlasting eurri uey), is here in genera! 

use. Ambassadors are sent l)otli to Japan and ('Ihna; both empires claim the 
supremacy over these, inoflensive islanders, hut there lias never l)i*en a tjuarrel 
about the actual possession, heoanse the I'anperor of (diina is salislied wiili the 
mere title, w hilst the King of Sat/nma levies tlie tribute. 

The islands an* divided into two distiiK't groups. 'The northi‘rnmf>st has 
been deserilx'd by Captain Hall ; of the southern, wdiirh are also called the 
Maclie-kosima (eight isls^nds—Pa-ohow' — from tlieir being that number), arc 
less known.'*’ The Great Loo-C'Ihoo is divided into three districts — San-nan, tlie 
south(‘rnmo«t, with the emportimi, Napakeang ; the c*entral, "iVoo-san, wilh 
the capital, IVoori ; and ihi? northern, Iloku-san, wiifi Port Mel;ille. In 
giving the names of these islands, we have prt'ferred tliose waitti*/i l)y the 
Japanese to the nomenck‘:c.i,; adopted in our chart. .North to tlir (ireat I^oo- 
Choo is a chain of islands, which gains this group to the Japanese. ^fhey are 
Yuro, Wookido, Tokoonosima, Kakiroma, Ohosima, and Kikae. To the north- 
west we iincl Kisan, '^fonaki, Zokoku, OUobaknsan, Yuron, and Yerabi^o. On 
the east coast of tlie Great Loo-Choo arc 'fhe, Famasinia, Tsouhota, and Kou- 
taha ; on the south-west, opposite to Napak(*ang, is Kf)neyama, and*, to the 
south, Miyrtko, Oukama,* Korinia, Taraina, Mena, Yorabo, EkTma. Some of 
them are small, oUieii about fifteen to forty miles in extent; but almost all of 
them are inhabitoil by a very industrious popnlaliou. The Haelnvkosima group 
comprises. Vne following islands — Yayavna, 'romoutahe, Kou isima, Namiterirna, 
Karahitsuhi, Yoonakooni, Kbne, and Hatoiiia, with a smaller one. called Zinzio. 
The largest, which, is called, iit Chinese, Tue-ping-slian, has about thirty miles 
in circii m fere noci the others are much less. It is impossible to determine the 
- - ‘-20 
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" of inhabitant*, which i?, however, by no means small; or give an estl* 

mate of the quantity and quality of. productions whicli constitute the staple 
4 atticle of trade ; sugar, however, appears to be the most important. ']7herc is 
^Iso a kind of summer cloth manufactured by the Loo-Chooaiis, which is very 
. xyuc)t ill demand at Fuh-Choo. 

On our return we visited a Japanese junk of about two hundred tons bun* 
tnen, a flat-bottomed, broad vessel. Her single mast was composed of fopr 
pieces of wood, held together by iron rings, and bent at the top. The ^ject 
which most strikes a stranger is the immense rudder, witii a polo a§ large as. a 
moderate ntainmast. lliesc vessels carry a single sail, hrade of cotton canvass, 
so neat and durable, as not only to equal, but also to surpass our owh. Instead 
of anchors, (he junk has five or six grapnels ; a straw shed, built in the form of 
a roof, terves for an upper dock ; the bulwark is very low, and pierced for let- 
ting out the water. The lower deck is partly stowed with cargo, and also con- 
stitutes the place of rendezvous for the crew; it is neatly adorned, and rekeinbles 
our best cabins. The Japanese keep their vessels very clean; a smaller number 
of individuals than in the Chinese junks navigate them, and these have the 
appearanee of very hardy sailors. 'I’hc crew we visited preserved the utmost 
silence, and did not answer any of our questions, until I called them a company 
of mutes, when they laughingly overcame their reserve, and answered some 
trifling interrogatories. All these vessels belonged to Kagosima, the southern- 
most part of Satzumu, and a very great emporium : their cargo consisted of 
sugar. . . 

Being recognised by several Loo-choo chiefs, with whom I had become 
acquainted at my previous visit, they heartily welcomed me, and made many 
inquiries about niy foriucr companions. They repeatedly asked how many 
vcasels may still becoming; and evidently were tired with supplying them 
with provisions. At the fort on the entrance they had stationed seven soldiers 
with clubs, in order to give something like a military appearance to their har- 
bour. For the provisions furnished to H. M. ship Raleigh they obstinately 
refused receiving any compensation, lest it might liave the appearance of bar- 
tering or trading with foreigners. Again and again did 1 press upon them the 
necessity of taking ^something in cxcliange for their presents, in order to avoid 
entailing los.s to themselves ; they replied, “If we receive anything in lieu we 
shall lose our heads.” 

In a political point of view these islands claim nb notice, unless a colony be 
established on the. Buriian Islands. In that case it would be necessary to come 
to an understanding with the chiefs, and to open a free intercourse. Supposing 
that Japan obstinately refuses all terms for establishing a commerce, Napakeang 
might become an entrepot of that trade, and there is no doubt but the people 
of Satzuma, who very much resemble the Chinese of Fokefin province in point 
of enterprise, would gladly avail themselves of this opportunity if they were 
permitted to do so. Yet it will require a great and permanent effort to convince 
. the people of Loo-choo that trade is our sole object, and to sileqee their sus- 
picion of ulterior views. ' . 


DfPAHTURE FOR JaPAN, 



In accordance to ihy instructions, I called the seven shipwrecked Japanese 
together, and asked them whether they preferred embarking in a Satzuma junk 
to proceeding in the Morrisoft straightway to -They chose, the lattfpfbir 

various reasons. As poor ignorant sailors, who had never transgt^ssed aj^aihsl 
the laws of their country, they expressed not the least fear on returning tti the 
most open manner, and in a ship of which they could give the be.St'te5timoniaIs 
regarding the benevolent intention of her inmates; liad it beeti in a Chinese 
junk ntatlqrs would have stood diftercntly ; for ^omc of iliciFebunttyiincii, 
"brought back lo Nugazaki by Chinamen were imprisoned, great jealousy exist-' 
ing between the two nations, and were after the lapse of a considerable time 
released.. Supposing that they went in a S^zurna junk, they never would be 
able to elude the vigilance of tlic Mandarins; to sm<Jgj|te.them8^Ves into the 
^untry woulci .be a capital crime',- anti, if the GpVerUdie'nt Olficcjrs looked ud- 
ifavourably upon their Having spent ..so many wears id iToVeii^ C^ 
would be entirely in its clutches, and qifUbie to >ctHeyd‘ tneir 
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diatc consequence. The crew of a juak which, sailed across our'bovV8fiSilii'.hiH 
sbo.wf.thCi least .synijitoni of fear 9nd..yyc have, found invariably-'; that ‘the [iebjpife 
beyond, th&.rcaeb. of their superiers,, iare .friendly and fond of stran^cr6. ' ' Of the' 
sailing qualities of these vessels , I, can not , say ycry much. a g^Ie' ih’cy - 
..labour"v 4 iry heavily, and the ,^‘uddcr, presenting a large surface . to' the' sea, is 
tjUften broken. They arc by .np . means seaworthy, being inorcHycr' ' slenderly 
..built of fir, so as scarcely to with, stand a heavy sea. The inhiitnah goli^fetn- 
incnt lias thus ordered their construction In order to make it impossible tii^istt 
foreign ctmntries. .Yet, this <Tookcd policy has bad the inpst disastrous donse- 
->quciux‘s, and thousauds of tbesu frail barks arc .iqniially engulphcd. When 
• the mariners are -unfortunately driven froin the sliorc, tltcy give tj'idiiiselvcs lip 
-as lo.st. 'i'his happens, frequently, .because an easterly current sets in along tlic 
coast, and rums at the rate of about throe miles per hour. ' ‘thllcss thcrc'bc a 
very good breeze, it is - impossible to make .the land ; ami there rc'maihs no 
alternative, for these unfortunate, people hut tOjdie of starvation,' if they sit'e not 
. fortunately thrown on one of the eastern inlands, Of this "tlierC have latterly 

> been, many instances ; vvliilst sonic reached the west coast of America^ dll-lei's 
landed in Lusonia or Hainan, or reached the Saiidwicli Islands. 

TJie. weather :vvas. rainy when we worked into the l>ay, yet the Mand'afihs 
.stMJuied to be aware , of our approach, and. therefore commenced U brisk fire-' 
from several . batteries. Whilst bearing up for Uragawa, a shot tell about a half 
mile from. us, and our captain judged it therefore prudent to come a few 'miles 
;bclow the fort to anchor. * ‘ 

. The broad principle -upon which wc entered in this enterprise, was to 

■ wiii.our way cautiously by kindness; and. as it was naturally, to be imagined, 
that the nearer, wc were the court, the sooner an application for permitting 
foreign intercourse Would he taken in consideration at hcad-qiiartcrs, we had 

■ addressed ourselves to the Emjicror. , In this letter it was stated, that our ship 
' brought seven shipwrecked natives back to their lionies, that wc rcque.stcd the 
■favour of a visit from an accredited ofliccr, to whom w c might communicate 
our wishes, -and. should rejoice to trade if II. M.. pleasure w‘erc kiibivn to that 

-.cflfcct, A list of, the presents and of the cargo, and separate papers, containing 
‘a short account of . the United States, and setting lorth tUc oner of assisting the 
'..sick, were put into, the same envelope. Prepanred for disappointment, wc 
wished to, leave nothing untried . in order to. ope.ri a communication with the 
Court. ^ v’ ' y ' 

Shortly after the anchor was down, a crowd '.of curious natives canffc'on 
deck. Many were in a state of nudity,, w'hilst others, woi’c a singleiippirr dress, 

. and none of them trowsers. Upon their heads, shaven in frohti'^.wlulst the 
'hair of the hiiidej: part was bound up in a knot, tlieyvyorc no covering, and* only 
' a few hail straw sandals on their feet. An elderly man' drk reconnoitred, and 
gave an account of his friendly reception to thq waiting crowd., A' numtlcr 
of people rushed immediately on deck they ' examined every ' thing with- 
out reserve, and showed themselves very friendly and good-tiatufed. Think- 
■ing tlmt all people in the .world speak Japanese, they were- rather astonished 
< that there was only one single individual whom /.they could’ understand.. .IfYc 
gave them some trifling presents, for which they tha^lkeo us vei^ heatiii]^,- and 
then retired with joy to. make room for others. One whO for fhc' 
might have scon this.scenc on board, would scarcely have /believed' that, we 
were in Japan, i'or the natives, behaved iu.sucjKa.hntnner as if they had'beeti'for 
years familiar. with, us, Eycn women nnir’^ttfniggifli. "iihrl had' it riot been 
■ibr the laim which begun totpour down, , they wpuld, liifyo ■'lavgufeH our ladies 
^twith their company. on .board. ,Tq the intelligent .'part of oUr visitors I stated 
-who WC; were; which wrote it dovyn on a. piece of p{iper, in' tlic 'Jkrianc'se and 

> Chinese character; and also distributed some papers, in wh|rihybibk]g:re^sed kwlsh 
: to sfe© Of Mandarin on board, cxpcieted every nip;, nent’ah officer,' ; when Hve 

> saw -a large boit coming, from' the ,y.ragaw:a foir.f,/id/idip:I)py ivell- 

'ibrcssed person ivas $eatqd. I prea^inglyirivitctt h|fo^^i^^^bpt]he;^pgw 
/but he ijiolitely. refused, andiiperely Vnrind the 

' .It was naturally?;to suspect th.af amongst ;thp thptley Crowded 'the, 

d«ck, there might.ha; sp.mc gpycynOTcrit''8pic8i aporii' bur 

> grins betrayed ^thenj. . Yet yve.angrirg^. qrvlj about.’oi^^frc^p^tipri^by^ autho- 
rities, ’since we had witnessed such declded'proefydr 'grida’’ .a'ti- |iijt of 



-^^jp^nese sHp^e/ 8li!ijMfelil^i‘'WHnst the hoat* i!i?hS firoparhtg, bar aiti weii' 
grepj;ed' wit^fi the Jnmg 6f !caiino^ ‘ Scarcely had the 'ttioming' davrncd wlicn 
yvp saw thp ‘sh^tfailinw lii va^otis'dircttions, some passing though the figging, 
others pitchJhg ’ai'lbjti stern, 'ind dhly one coming in through fhc porthole, and 
,:;ivij^»n^ the'depk. bp&ts, ' ahchbred off tlic l/ragavVa fort, alsib bpened a 

fii;e|^,'^^l)ic|i,'hdweyer/prbved ondMj^'hSirrhlM^ • ‘ ' 

; wi'rf's pp.ps^^ to serve’ for a target; since we were ih an entircly defcucelcss 

.s^atc, 8hd,,fu))y determined hot to requite evil for evil; We'thefcfo'rc got under • 
.weigh, and had .the mortification' tb' Sec’ that', though thtv vessel' w»n( movihg 
. .slpwly dp ^m a qalni,' ihe- hattery did hot' cease firing. C’onscioas' of having 
,ajvie|[|,i,Vp. cause fpr urovocatlbri, we \yfefb the ihorc astorhshed at tliis uuprcce- 
. denied |iCt: of, aggression upon .defenceless foreigners.' We therefore' iaid-to for, 
som'q^tiipe, dipping that an cjiplanat'idn niight 'be given, and a cbtnmunication 
opened af; . the >. entrance of the ’b&y. ' Ih this anticipation wc werei • however, 
deceived ; for, tliougl| the war-rboats followed us at a respecfoblo distance, no 
.officer came, pfi; i 
' ; had ,bcpn 'about twenty 'miles froth the Capital' at anclibr, and tlfo com-,, 
manding. officer at,tltc next fort must doabtless'havfe'Cominunibated our arrival ' 
to His Majesty ; so that the orders for driving iisawiiy from the’ coast so uncie-' 
remoniously emanated 'directly front tlie 'palace'. Ih all-expcditions •onTecord' 
somp offiper had visited the foreign ship, and supplied'dier With provisions ; but ■ 
here, fiptwitbsiandihg pur earnest' chtreatieS; no understanding fook place. We 
. suppose this, therefore,’ to be a new lawj accbrding'tb Which' Barbarians arc to 
'be treated. If such, however, be the case; the exclusive systent of this Govern— ■ 
.ment is at its climax, — Where, it ought to 'rcbeivc.a check. "Tiicywilbneitlibr ' 
care \yhcthcr a ship is in distress, of Whether •there ate somfe wrecked seamen 
in. a boa^, but endeavour to take' aWay their lives; if this can be eftected.^f As 
.malty of our whalers cruize abp.ut t^is ‘coast for Several months of thb year, this, 
must occasionally happen ; add iV is' very mournful to think that men who 
hasten to those sliofes, in order to Save their lives, should ex'jtose themselves -to 
the danger of bpiug killed' by their fellow mefi. • If they could treat us so bar- 
) baroifsly w.^n tliey had bccular proof that we had di'veVted ourselves^ of the. 
means of injuriiig thcnn, and came with friendly intentions, how wiil they treat 
. ..suspected fprejgners ? . Whatever may be the politics of this reclusive countfy,. 
.its rulcr^, must be'co'nsirai'neif 'fb’ pay regard' to the law of nations, and not to 
treat all tlm rcuiainder of hiankiha as enemies. ' 

, When pur scveii shipwrecked Japanese saw the behaviour of their Govem- 
.meiit^ thcy.dccliped'giung on 'shore, since, under such c'ircatitstances, it would 
he pertain death. Wp thought' it,' bowever, our’ duty to try at another place, 
and therefore steered’ fpf Kagbfeirrta, the capitak'of iSittzuma. Calms and a 
current spiting. its often. "two 'or 'three’ miles to eastward, very much retarded. 

; , opr p.rpgrcs?,’ .. '' ';,y 'y 

//:, 8l^ tye camc'in sl^Ht p^ hold and rocky coast. 

, j(l^i^e,Ha.i,lcd ^yerai, fi'shefniicnV ,wKO gavC us ready answers to our questions, 

. hut' v^.ulq, not. conic bn l^tbardv^ 

i0n ejtfej;in'g the capacious.' bity of 'Kagosima, wc 'dispatched- two of our 

«.i. — i'u^ ^ "“tanding officers, 

reception on the 

T . , * . assUtanec to 

, ,tbcni and, the kindest' treatment to us, who they said resembled in our conduct 
pot men Jbiot angels. ; 'Bbat>lbads' of water were immediately despatched, to our 
...ship^ end wltilsf ih^^ ferwarded ’ bn ample and impressive statement in our 
, .,b(Bh.alf to the.'Pfincf. ii?^^ they desire^ to give us a great supply of pro- 

h.visibits, -Our i)ebijlb>\v^ffe“^tb .vefurh- tb their h'otnes immediately ,»and every 
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early in the morning, a fishing-boat came off to us in great haste, and the 
-people, seemingly on their ovrn account, stated that we would.;itp.t be permitted' 
to enter a more siicure harbour, as had been promised at first, ind, since more* 
Mandarins had arrived, it would be best to trip our anchor and sail away. Our 
Japanese having applied the day previous for permission to go on shore, they 
were prohibited doing so by the authorities. A tew moments of reflection fully 
convinced ns that we must not expect any friendly treatment, though, the 
authorities had solemnly pledged themselves, ,We were no longer left in aatate 
of doubt ; the ominous striped cloth was down ; and as soon as the Mandarins 
found themselves secure under the cover of this defence, they commenced 
"firing upon us. 'J'hough the balls fell all short, wc thought It best to get under 
way. The wind being contrary, wc had to beat out, and thus to approach the 
land in different directions. From six projecting points' were we fired upon 
during twelve hours, with long intervals between. But as both the cannon 
were very defective and ill directed, no damage was done, all balls falling short. 

The Bay of KagOsima is well sheltered, and there is an cxccirent anchorage 
near the oily. Only the Loo-Chooans arc permitted to trade to this emporium ; 
all other commerce is considered as .smuggling, in which the Satzumans have 
shown themselves too clever. This was one of the first ports visited by the 
Portuguese, and is still ,to this <lay one of the most flourishing. 

During the whole course of our negotiation with the Japanese Govern- ' 
ment, wc are not aware of liaving giver the slightest ofl'enec. We came there 
to deliver up seven shipwrecked men, and to solicit a friendly intercourse ; our 
intentions were fully stated, both in writing, as well as verbally, and acknow- 
ledged to b(! excellent and praiseworthy. Without being charged with having 
transgressed the laws of the country, or in tlio least dcgri'c being warned of our 
impending fate, the Government was determined on our destruction; and om 
preservation, which we owe to the merciful protection of Providoice, must 
mainly be ascribed to their want of means to kill us. 

' Our natives were thunder-struck, and grateful that they had not availed 
themselves of a Satzuma junk to return to their country, lor then they would 
Certainly have been deenpilated, or put, for all their lives, into prison. Now, 
tlwy bad at least some means left of saving their lives by returning to Macao. 
They catnestly besought us to take them back, .because their country had 
rejected them as outcasts, and wc willingly granted them a favour asked with 
tears. After frequent calms and currents wc arrived, August 29th, in Macao 
Roads. ^ 

To sum uj> the total of our experience in regard to this country, wc ought 
to give full credit to the frankness and friendliness of the natives. .They arc 
people who would oblige foreigners to any extent. The, Mandarins wc saw; 
were mean in their appearance, and never spoke without trembling: the sol- 
diers arc in petticoats — real sans-culottcs — and apparently ihfcrior to the 
Chinese. The systefn of espionage is carried licrc farther than even once in 
Spain by the Inquisition. The Emperor and all his vassals arc prisoners in 
tneir palaces, and even not allowed to eat as much or as little as they likej or to 
slciep beyond their lime. Every officer is responsible with -his head in his 
station to the whim of his superior, and a mere machiitc in the peiiorm^ce of 
’’his duty. Japan exhibits the true image of despotism. Its constant tranqdiility 
.is a mere fiction, but it is a matter of fact that Government has always been 
strong enough to quell rebellion and maintain its system. How^rthc present 
struggle will end, wc do not know ; but so mu^bi» Ja ceftai n. that the great bulk 
of the people groans uiidor the heavy burdens iinposei!! '' Hf p n i B .them. There is 
an overgrown population, and though the means of subsistence in plentiful years 
are sufficient, they arc not adequate during a time of scarcity. 

The Japanese coasting commerce is very extensive : the resources of this 
country Arc very large, and thii inhabitants fully as industrious as .the' Chinese. 
The Govetninent is the only check to improvement, «ancl the insdrniountable 
bar to foreign intercourse. 

(Signed) CH. jSVl^FF, 

• , . t/oitii hkUrpTfttti 
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My jj^ord. Canton^ September 2f), 1837. 

AN accident of a serious nature has Just occurred at this place ; and, being 
a]:]^ivhensivc that unfounded and disquieting reports may reach England upon 
tlvi^subject, I forward this Despatch by a ship liound to Bombay, in the liope 
of saving the December overland mail. 

Two Lascars, belonging to an English passage-boat, landed on the evening 
of the 20th instant on tlie .north shore of the river, about two miles below the 
Factories, and a fray took place, in which a Chinese was declared to have 
rqceiWd several severe stabs with a knife. 

-.There were tivo other Lascars on shore at the same place, and although it 
does not seem that they were engaged in the affair, ihoy, with the two prin- 
cipals, fell into the hands of the Chinese police, and the whole four were brought 
up to this place and confined in the Consoo Mouse. 

On the morning of the next day (the 21st), the magistrate, in whose dis-, 
trict the disturbance occurred, sent them to me for examination, but declined 
to. leave them in my hands. 

I had no strong objection that they should remain in the custody of the 
Mandarins, at the Consoo House, during the daytime, because I could always 
know whether they were removed*within the walls of the city, and then trans- 
mit the most. urgent appeals for their immediate delivery to iny care ; hut, as 
night approached, and it would be difHeult to watch proceedings, other steps 
became nccessarv. 

At eight o’clock, therefore, I sent for the three oflicial merchants to the 
Hall, and detnanded that the men should be given up before ten o’<‘lock that 
night, upon niy pledge that they should be fairly tried, according to the laws of 
my country (and in the presence of Mandarins), for any crime alleged against 
them. 

flovvjqua replied, with composure, that these persons were, in the custody 
of the Mandarins, charged with a violation of the laws of the empire, and pend- 
ing the determination of the safety of a Chinese who had been severely stabbed 
by one amongst them. ’If Englishmen went to Prance, he argued, tlioy were 
amenable to the justice of that country ; and then, taking this rather displeasing 
occasion to compliment me upon a presumed reasonableness of disposition and 
love of jitStice, which, he said, had secured for me the respect of the Governor, 
he required me to show why the case should be diflereut when Englishmen 
cauic to China. 

> I answered that I would venture to say tny Government would admit all 
the force of this reasoning, as soon as it could bo made at all applicable by the 
Emperor's gracious will to place my countrymen on the like footing in China, 
with tl*spect to freedom of intercourse and the equal administration of the laws, 
as tb|y. stood in France, 9 onsidcred with relation to those points. 

. ilpicre was no pretension in. England, he might assure himself, to dictate 
any change of policy to. the Chinese: that was a high matter, which, depended,.. 
upon. the Imperial wisdom ^nd pleasure j but it was not to be denied that the. 
present state of things was atteMcd with great inconveniences, and one amongst 
them was, the nttci; .yupv/ooibility to concede their right to try British , subjects^ 
for a breach of Clnnesc laws, by Cliinese officers, whilst those laws, were only 
partially administered towards them, a.nd whilst appeal to the higher Chinese 
tribunals .isyntirely shut out from them. 

.All thajt copld bc" justly expected from my Governmeut, under such cir- 
cnnii^8tanccs,i|vas to.prfxvh^.nieans for. the fair trial of British, odqpdcrs against 
Chinese life or property %j^‘'Brit:ish laws and British ofiicers. , * 

. . fespect toiiie,jfncnt8.jqijr.thj8 particular case, 1 urged that no Europdiitt . 

had seen body of ,thq ipan^said to' be stabbed ; that the Lascar denied the.,.j' 
whole aU^^tton. and that it. was certain no knifc''had been found upon him. 

r concluded by insisting that the men must, be delivered .lo me.hy-ton' 
o’clock, or thatrlmust quit C^ton, leaving upon his Excellency and tnbih- 
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selves, in the form of a protest, all tb<? grave responsibility of\any evil consc* 
quencos which miglit ensue ^rom their further detention. 

I suggested, at the same time, that, as soon as it were known. I had left the 
Factories, it was too probable some eight hundred or a thousand nicn might 
come uplo Canton from Whampoa, to carry a petition to the city gates for the 
restoration of the people. Whilst 1 remained, rny countrymen would be patient, 
feeling assured that the safety of the people was! certain ; it was npt .cs^t^ 
bclievii they would remain so after I had left Canton. * . . . 

The Lascars, it was to he observed, were'a very i excitable racc;of peopl^-S 
and they might urge their commanders to take sonic hazardous step, which no 
man would deplore more sinccsrcly than myself; but it would, be wholly out ot 
my power to control events, if they constrained me, ‘by their. . unreasonable, rcr 
fusal of my proposal, to retire from the stage of my public diUies--rtlic .ycvyj6'rst 
of which was the protection of my countrymen. .... ^ 

Ilowqna was evidently shaken by this tone of :rcprescntatiou, hut lie still 
anxiously entreated mo to wait till he could see the Gavernpr in the. morn- 
ing. I felt, Iiovvever, that this was one of those cases in which finn epun^ 
tcnance and rigid adherence to my original deciluration was all 1 had to depend 
upon ; and I closed the discussion by desiring the people to prepare rny boat. 

x\t this point Howqua gave vvay, and tlio men were forthwith restored 
to me. 

They have het?n in rny custody ever since ; and your liordship may he 
assured that 1 will never give them up to iyiy other form of trial than that to 
which I have jiledgod myself — namely, a trial according to the forms, of British 

law. 

It is satisfactory to add that the Chinese is said to be doing well, and that 
the tranquil course of the trade has not been internipt(‘d. 

I would in this place, my Lord, express a respectful but earnest hope, that 
no time may be lost in the formation of adequate judicial and police insti- 
tutions for the government of the King’s subjects in this empire ; and I have 
no hesitation in assuring your Lordship that it is in ,my power to secure from 
the provincial authorities the most formal sanction to their operation. 

For .several months in the year, there arc not lesjs than 2000 of his. Majesty’s 
subjects at ( 'anton, Whampoa, Macao, and the immediately adjacevit anchorages ; 
and your I.iordship is aware, that, except incases of homicide, , the Chinese 
Government do not interpose at all for the preservatfon of peace between tliem 
and their own people, or between his Majesty’s subjects thcm5clvc.s. , 

Your Lordship will conceive the icxceeuing xisk and uns^uitablenc^s of the 
absence of defined means of sufticient control. ; 

I have, &c., , 

(Signed) CHA^ILES; ELLIOT. 

. f)c/,oper iiy 183/. 

P.S.— Particular circumstances calling me to this place on the 80th. ult., I 
apprized the Provincial Government that I adhered fo my pledge With respect 
to these people, but must take them away with me 'to Macao. The day after 
my departure from Canton, accompanied by the L^^scars, a chop was issued by 
the district magistrate, desiring that they mig\^t be finally deliverdd to me to be 
dealt with as I saw fit. ^ 

(Signed) ELLIOT. 
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No. 101). 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston .— (Heceived May 15, 

My Lord, Canton, Noi'cmhcr 18, 1837. 

TIIK Inclo.si!ro No. 1, whicli I have now Llic liononr to transmit, 
cons'ists of a series of four Kdiets upon the siihject of tlni opium slii|)s. 
forwarde/l to me hy the Provincial (.Joverninenl, at various dates in the 
months t)f Aug-ust and Scjdenibcr last. 

An instrument subsecpiently addresse<l to nn^ (Inclosure No. 4 of this 
despatch) so fully recapitulates the subject matter of the.se documents, that 
I have merely considered it necessary to trouble your ljordshi|> with their 
contents in an abridged form. 

ft is requisite your Lordship shoidd know, that since my first arrival 
in C’anton, in the month of .April last, I have fretpiently been urged by the 
official merchants (ami, as they havt^ always d(‘clared, by the special 
command of the Governor) to dismiss the opium ships from the usual 
anchorages outside the port. I have invariably re|)lied tm these oci'asions, 
that my Cknnmission charged me with the superintenflencc t)f the trad(' to 
Canton ; that my Clovcrnment had no formal knowledge of tlur existence of 
any other; and that his KxcelIcncN must be sensible I couUI concern myself 
only with the duties 1 had due authority to perform. 

When the Kdict of th<^ 19th Septemiter was delivered to me, the 
merchants anxiously importuned me to acknowledge the receipt of all 
thes(! papers, and authenti<‘ally to e\])lain my situation in relation to the 
whole sidjjecl. 

So long as there was room for tin* supposition, that these repeate<l 
ap|)roachcs were merely formal. I considered, that it woidd lx; most con- 
v<‘nicnt entirely to disregard them ; but, with the (Jovernment manifestly 
in greater earnest than it luul ever \et been upon the subject, it was to be 
borin* in mind, that my continued silence was susce])tible of rais- 
<‘hievous misconstructioy for the vindication of I he menaced inter- 
ruption of the whole commerce. 

Thus impressed, 1, resolved to r('cord my own grounds for tln^ CHUirse 
I was pursuing, rather than to leave its explanation to the inferences of 
the Provincial Government. 

'fhe lnelosur<? No. 2, is my note to the Governor, in acknowledgment 
of the first Edict. 

The Inelosure No. 3, is his Excellency’s admission t»f the reasonableness 
of my objecti?)ns t*) transmit for submission to the throne, communications 
which reached me through an indirect and informal channel. 

The Inelosure No. 4, is an instrument address('d directl\ to myself 
\iiuler the seals of the Kwang-Chow-Eooand the Ivwang-l leep, and contains 
copy of his Excellency’s Edict, addressed to tliose otliccrs for communica- 
t ion to me. 

The Inelosure No. 5. is my ai*kno\\ ledgmciu. of this paper. 

The earlier transmission of this des]>atc!i has been pre\enteil by the 
tJovernor’s absence from tlie provincial cit.\ on an ollicial tour, wliich has 
put it out of my power to tVansmit m\ note*. No. .5. till \esterday; and 1 
considered ita malterof some moment. t)n\t the circumstances should stand 
in their present posture before thcN were rept'rled for your Lt)rdship’s 
information. . 

Situated as 1 am, I hope to be ])ardoned for submitting my own views 
of a t*oiir.sc of proceeding which seems to nu* to be cas\ ami advantageous 
of adoption in the pi*escnt conjuncture; but I am disposetj to*befieve. that 
il may more conveniently form the subject of a s('})arate des|)atch. 

I have. &.C., 

. . (Signed) ('IIARLES ELLIOT. 

CAie/' Superintendent. 


2 11 
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Inclosurc 1 in No. 109. 

Abstrticl of an. Edict from the Governor and’Lieutenant Governor of Canton 
to the Ilon^ Merchants, against the Opium-receiving ships anchored 
outside the port of Canton. 

August 4, 1837. 

TIIKIR. Excellencies have received from Peking an Imperial I^icf, 
which they insert, and of which the following is the substance: “A 
jnemorial has l>cen laid before the Emperor, representing that nlore than 
ten English vess<‘ls arc constantly anchored outside the port, in the 
anchorages of Kap-shuy-moon and Kumsingmoon ; that the illicit trade — 
the importation of opium and exportation of Sycee silver — depends 
entirely on these vessels ; and that they form also places of refuge for 
proscribed smugglers. The Emperor accordingly directs, that the resident 
foreigners be immediately recpiired to send them away, and also, that 
steps be taken to punish all natives engaged in the smuggling of opium.” 

The (lovernor .and Tjieiitenant Governor hereupon issue orders to the 
Ilong Merch.'ints. to make it known, that no foreign vessels are allowed to 
remain anchored outside the port ; and to call on the English Superinten- 
dent to send away all the receiving-vessels now anchored in various 
plac<!s within a period of ten days. 

[Note, This abstract is given in as fcw’words as possible, as the tenor 
of the whole of this document, and of •the three others, appears in a 
subsequent document, of which a full translation is given.] 

(Signed) J. ROJIERT MORRISON, 

Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 


Ahstrax't of a second Edict from the Governor and lAeutenant Governor 
of Canton against the Opium-receiving Ships anchored outside the Port. 

August 17, 1837. 

THE Imperial Edict, inscrte<l in the first Edict from their Excellen- 
cies, is here rc-inserted ; ami their previous orders are alluded to, with 
blame, on account t)f no answer having yet been ji^ven. 

The English Superintendent Elliot, being authorized to direct even 
trifling matters, is so much the more called on to interfere in an important 
matter, Avhich, as it is contrary to the laws of the (’elestial Empire, must 
also be obnoxious to the instructions Avhich the Superintendent has from 
his own Go\ernment. The bcjievolenee of the Great Emperor is universal, 
but it cannot suffer depraved foreigners to tempt natives to do evil. 

'I'he strict terms of the Imperial Edict require on the part of their 
Excellencies, the utmost diligence: and, being apprehensive that the Hong 
merchants may not have explained the subject with sufficient earnestness, 
this second hkliet is therefore issued. The Superintendent is to be in- 
structed, immediately to send away all the vessels anchored at Lintin, 
and other places outside the port ; and hereafter, the trade must be con- 
fined to articles legally dutyablc, and no contraband articles, such as 
opium, must be imported. 

The goodness of the Government in permitting foreigners to have a 

g eneral mart for their commerce, at such an important emporium as 
anton is, is then spoken of ; but it is shown on the other hand, that 
the Emperor' can be awfully severe, as well as good and merciful; and 
that it will be well, therefore, to avoid such conduct as will lead to the 
entire stoppage of commercial intercourse. , 


Abstract of a third Edict from the Governor ^and Lieutenant Governor of 
Canton against the Opium-receiving ships' anchored outside the Port. 

^ September 18, 1837. 

\ THEIR Excellencies allude to tiie Imperial Edict before published by 
yt '‘^m, and recapitulate their orders of date 17th August, adding that no 
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report has yet been made in answer. They then give the substance 
^ sundry reports from naval and civil officers, in regard to the movements 
’ of ships from Kapsingmoon eastward, to a place called Tseenshatsuy, and 
also between Tseenshatsuy and Macao. This not being the <lirection 
which vessels should take ttj return to their countries, it is plain from their 
moving eastward to Tseenshatsuy, that their object is to remain lingering 
about, and to watch the j)rogrcss of events. 

The goodness j)f the (Jovernment in permitting the continuance of 
trade, under all circumstances, for a space of 200 years, is highly extolled, 
and the contumacy of foreigners reprobated ; and it is asked, if they 
can suppose that while they render the Chinese seas a common sewer 
for the filthy opium, the Government can fail to put the laws in force 
against them? If in the several foreign countries, individuals of another 
country were, with their ships, to contravene the laws, and continue for a 
long time so doing, the king of the country would certainly enforce* the 
laws against the offenders. How much more must the Government of this 
empire punish the contumacious disobedience of barbarians? 

Tlie King of Fbigland has been hitherto dutiful and respectful, and 
has plainly prohibited the conduct comj)lained of; and, lest any t)f his 
people should bring shame on their country', has sent the S.upcriutcudent 
Klliot, to Canton, to hold tiiem in check. Hut a month has eln])sed since 
strict investigation concerning; these receiving-vessels was entered upon, 
and yet the Superintendent has not sent any of them away. It is to be 
feared, therefore, he is unfit for tfic situation of Su|)erintendcnt. If lie can 
willingly f)car reproach, on account of these vc'ssels, how then will he 
answer it to his King, or how to their E.vcellencics ? If he will seriously 
consider it. he surely cannot find rest upon his bed. 

Their Excellencies issue once more tbeir commands, recpiiring the 
Superintendent to make known to those of the I'cceiving-ships the good- 
ness and the terrors of the Government ; to lay before tliem thechoi<‘C of 
weal or woe ; and to call on them all immediately to return home ; they 
also require him to report to his King, in order that the receiving-vessels 
may henceforth be prohibited from coming hither. Thus the good and 
bad will not be confounded ; thus the unbounded goodness of the Emperor 
may b<^ manifested, n.nd the path of intercourse be for ever ret.ained to 
those who are good amdng the foreig’iiers. It would not l)c dillicult for 
their Excellencies to use the power placed in their hands, and at once 
drive off these offenders; but they do not decline repeatedly to give admo- 
nitions, lest anything should be wanting to the faithful exhibition of their 
requirements, and so the display of impartijil benevolence should be 
obstructed. But fiulher contumacy, after this, will make it manifest that 
>vords are but thrown away upon wilful offenders. 

n’hc Hong merchants finally are commandc'd to report, whether the 
Superintendent is looking on with folded arms, or whether the delay 
arises from the obstinacy of those on board the receiving-ships. 'Fhey are 
warned alst) not to ri.sk,their fortunes and liv(‘s by negligence and indif- 
ference. 


Abstract of an Edict from thc^ Oovertior and Lieutenant Governor of 

Canton respecting cojitrahfnd trading on the coast of Fvhkeen, 

September 19, 1837. 

THE Governor and Lieutenant G«)vernor give in.sertion to an Impe- 
rial Edict Just received by them from Peking, of the following tenour • — 
“ The Governor of Fuhkcen had informetl His Majt'sty, of the apprehension 
of sundry persons who had been engaged in the introductio*i oT opium, 
whereupon His Majesty had commanded the naval Comma*nder-in -chief in 
that province to suppress all such illegalities therein. Galling to mind 
that there are many foreign oUicers and chief supracargocs at Macao, His 
Majesty further requires that, as often as such officers shall obtain infor- 
mation of the existence of a cotitraband traffic, it .shall be their duty to 
send away the offending parties.” 

Their Excellencies require ‘the senior Hong merchants accordingly to 
call upon the English Superintendent to investigate the subjecj; ; and when 
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ever he learns of any illicit traffic, immediately to send away the offending 
parties for trial, according to the laws of their country ; and also to prevent 
vessels from going beyond the prescribed bounds. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 109. 

Captain Elliot to the Gorernoi’ of Canton. 

Canton, September 25, 1837. 

Til K Undersigned, &.C., &e., has had the honour to receive your 
Excellency’s Edicts addressed to the senior Hong merchants, dated on the 
18tl» and 19th September, 1837. 

I lis Commission from his Government places the shi])s and subjects 
of the English nation trading to this ])ort under his direction, ft is his 
duty to use every effort to cause all British persons arriving within these 
limits, to rcsp<‘ct the laws and caistoms tif the empire ; and your Excellency 
may he assured tliat he will ever zealously devote himself to those 
objects. 

The Undersigned is not ignorant that an extensive traffic is carried 
on without the port of C'anton by the ships ol’ foreign nations. Rut h(? 
sees only the papers of Rritish shij)s whigh arrive within the ])ort ; and he 
is therefore without any public means of knowing which of the ships 
resorting to these anchorages are British ; what is the nature of their 
j)ursuits; whence th(*y come, or whither they go ? 

Your E.xcelleney has now been pleased to direct that Ilis IMajcsty 
the King of England should be itiformetl of the gracious will of the 
Em])eror, rc<|uiring the adoption of nu'asures to prevent these alleged 
irregular visits of Rritish ships to the coasts of China. 

It is the duty of the Undersigned respectfully, but plainly, to signify 
to your Excelhmcy. that the present condition of his public intercourse 
with the (rovernment of these Provinces renders, it impossible, consistently 
with the customs of his country, that any such communication shoiild 
ever arrive under the notice of the King. , * 

Th(! pleasure of your Excellency reaches the knowledge of the 
Undersigned, who is an officer, and w'holly unconnected with trade, in no 
more authentic and formal shape than the copy of an Edict addressed by 
your Excellency to native merchants. lie does not dare to forward the 
substance of information derived from such a source for submission to the 
throne. 

In his ordinary intm'course xvith your Excellency, he has deferred, at 
great j)ersonal responsibility, to the present manner of communication, 
bec.ause your Excellency informed him that it was in conformity with the 
customs of the cm])ire. 

Rut in the transmission of communications to the knowledge of the 
King of England, it is in like manner just and needful, that due regard 
should be had to the customs which regulate the manner of intercourse 
with Ilis Majesty. 

In a late visit of a Rritish sliip-of-war to the coasts of Fuhkeen, upon 
public business, his Excellency the Governor of that province commu- 
nicated his ])leasurc concerning those affairs, to certain officers of the 
province, an.d commanded them to take a copy of his Edict, and to deliver 
it, under their seal, to the Uominander of the Rritish ship. 

That document is now in the possession of the Undersigned, and a 
translation ‘of if. will be laid before the King, so that the gracious l>enevo- 
lence of the Emperor to the <lislressed sid)jects of his kingdom may be 
made known to His Majesty. 

If your Excellency, in your wdsdom, slutll judge fit to confoi'm to this 
same practice, whenever it be <lesircd to lay communications before His 
Majesty, all difficulty upon the subject will be removed. 

Tlie Undersigned will conclude this add);css, by observing, that His 
Gracious Sov(;reign has never yet been approached with representations 
setting forth the existence of irregulai’ities by the subjects of his kingdom 

I 
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on these coasts; ami that His Ma-iesty, therefore, can know nothing of 
{iny such allegations, or of the pleasure of the Emperor in respect to 
them. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this occasion to renew to your 
Excellency the sentiments of his highest <'onsideratioiis. • 

(Signet!) (UIARLES ELLIOT. 

Chief Huperiitlcndenl. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 100. 

The Governor and Lieuleuant Governor of (Umton in repli/ to Captain 
Elliot's request that the wishes of the. Government should be commu- 
nicated through the medium of an Officer. 


September 28, 1837. 

THE (lovernor and Lieutenant Governor jointly reply. The vessels 
having been so long .anchored olf the coast, that tlic Great Emp(*ror has 
been informed res|)ecting (hem, — and the Supi*rintendent having resided 
for some years at Macao, how can he be ignorant of the circumstance's 
and i)laces of their anchorage? The address of the Superinicndent is 
merely a specious document. ^I'hc ride of the Em])ire is, th.at all com- 
mands issinul to foreigiK'rs are t(*be ('iijoined through tiie medium of tlu^ 
Hong merch.ants. And in a matter of suci) imjiorlancc as the jirescnt, 
Jiow can obedience b(^ refused ! There is. however, some reason in the 
representation, that it is dilllcult to living to the knowledge o(‘ his King a 
plain and unauthentic <locument. They, therefon'. taking this into con- 
sideration, will adapt their proeecalings to the occasion, and will instruct 
the Prefect of the department of K vvang-C’how, and the chief military 
officer of the same dciiartment. to communicate their wishes to the Super- 
intendent, w'lio, in obedience thereto, is to send .away the rei.'i'iving-ships, 
and also to foiavard inforrn.ation to his King, that such vessels maybe 
prohibited tioining hither a*gain. 

fNote. — 'fhe same matter appc.ars almost verbatim in the next docu- 
ment, where it is translated in full.] 

(Signed) J. ROBERT .MORRISON, 

(■hinese Secretary and Interpreter. 


Tnelosurc 1 in No. 109. 

The Prefect and Commandant of Canton to Captain Elliot. 

September 29. 1837. 

CHOO, Prefect of Kwang-Clum'-E oo, and Ta, commander of the forces 
of Kwang-Chovv, issue these comm.ands to the English Sujierintemk'nt. 
Elliot, that he m.ay' render himself acipiainted tlu‘rcwith. 

On the 28th September, we received from their Excellencies the 
Governor and Lieutenant Goveymor, the following official document : — 

“ On the 3rd August, we received from the Grand Council of State, 
copy of an Imperial Edict, of date July 14, of the following tenor: — 

“ ‘ Owing to the exportation of silver carried on from all the ports 
along the coast, and in consideration of the important beaming of this 
tipon the national resources and the livelihood of the people, w'e have 
already, in repeated instances, declai*ed our pleasure, requiring all the 
Governors and liicutenaht Governors of the provinces, fakhfully’ to make 
examination and to act in this m,atter. 

'• ‘ To-d.ay again, the Sub-Censor, Le P.ankew, has laid before us a 
memorial ki this effect, that ‘there arc above ten English warehousing 
vessels, which first, in the year 1821. entered the anchorage of Kapshuy- 
moon, and thence in 1833, removed their anchorage to Kumsingmoon ; 
that the importation of opiupi, and the exportation of silver, depend 
wholly on the^e warehousing vessels, Avhich form also a general refuge for 
abscondors; that a set of worthless fellows, in boats called fast-crabs,” 
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going and coming from morn to night, find means to make their way 
stealthily into every creek and inlet; that there arc tlepravcd dealers’ 
who prepare tlie drug for use. buying and Selling by wholesale; and, also, 
that the native n?tail dealers in foreign commodities, under the open pre- 
text of selling arl ides of commerce, make secret smuggling their business, 
and in nowise dilfer from the larger preparers of the (Irug. 

“ ‘ There surely must be a lixed place of anchorage for the vessels of 
the foreigners: how then is it, that, while previous to the year 182G^, the 
clandestine establishment of warehousing vessels was never of, 

■ these vessels have of late been suffered to nunain for whole years at 
anchor on tlie high seas, thus leading to unlawful combination between 
them and natives, and to unrestrained smuggling? Let it be the respon- 
sible duty (jf the Governor of Kwangtungand his colleagues, to give strict 
orrlers to" the Hong merchants, to be enjoined on the resident foreigners 
of the said nation, rc((uiring them to compel the warehousing vessels now 
anchon'd there, one aiul all, to return honu!, and not to [)ermit them 
under .any pretext to linger about. Ijct them also ascertain where are 
the dens aiul hiding-places of the opium-tlenlers. and inflict punishment 
on (*ach indivi<lual, without the slightest indulgcaua*. Thus the source of 
the evil may be closed tip, and the .spirit of contumacy suppressed. Let 
a copy of the memorial be, together w'ith these commands, transmitted to 
Tang and Ke, and by them let the commands be c'njoined on Wan. Resjiect 
this.’ 

"This having been with respectful obedience transmitted to us, the 
Ciovernor and Licuten.ant Governor, we have examined the subject. 
Opium is a ]>oison capable of destroying life; and the pure silver may not 
by law be exported. The aim and object of the foreign ret'eiving-ships is 
gain alone ; and by presuming for a long period to remain at anchor, 
enticing the natives .and combining with them in clandestine traffic, those 
concerned in these ships have greatly infringed the laws of the celestial 
Kmpire. Having respectfully received the above commaiuls, we issued 
especial orders to the Hong merchants, reipiiring them earnestly and 
zealously to enjoin the same on the said Superintendent Klliot, and 
directing, that he should pay immediate obedience to the declared Tmpe- 
ri.al pleasure ; that he should .send away home every one of the receiving 
vessels now anchored in the various offings, ancf should no longer suffer 
them to linger about .as heretofore. This is on record. 

“ After thus doing, we succc.ssiv'ely received reports from the Military 
Commander .at Tap.ang, from the Sub-Prefect at Macao, and from the 
Civil and Naval authorities of Heangshan, to the ell’ect, that there wei’O 
twenty-livi*. receiving-vessels anchored off the Motaou Islands [in Kap- 
singmoon], as also in the offings of the Nine Islands and Cabreta Point, 
and in the anchorage of the Typa : from which places they successively 
movaal on the 29th and .30th days of August ; ami on the 2nd and 3rd of 
of September, nineteen of the said receiving ships proceeding from the 
Mot.aou Islands to 'Pscenshatsuy offing, and two pf them from the Nine 
Islands, and one from off C.abreta Point, to the .same pl.ace; further, that 
on the 8th of September, tw'o vessels moved from Tseenshatsuy to the 
'I'ypa, and on the 9th, one from the sam^ place to Cabreta Point ; while 
only a Dutch ship, which had in the year 1834, anchored off' the Nine 
Ishands, and had at this time removed to Tseenshatsuy., weighed anchor 
on the ’7th, and proceeded to sea, beyond the great Ladrone Island. We 
also received a communication from the Naval Commander-in-chief 
to the same ' effect, adding that Tseenshatsuy is to the eastward of Mo- 
taou ; and suggesting the great nec-essity for driving off the numerous 
vessels Which have now taken up their anchoragtstherc. 

“Now these receiving-ships come from the south-westward, and must 
needs return in a south-west direction ; how is it then that they have on 
the contrary removal eastward ! And why, do they not remain in one 
place ! It is manifest herein that they wish to cruize about unchecked, 
and to linger in the neighbourhood, to watch the progress of circum- 
.st.anpes. 

y ' “ The gomlness of the Celestial Empire and its cherishing 
are extreme.^ Since it first granted to all nations a general market, where 
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the commodities of all might be bartered, a space of 200 years has 
dapsed as though it had been but a single day. Such profound bene* 
volencc, — favours so substantiafl, are well littecl to penetrate the entire 
body, even to the very marrow t)f the bones. Could it then be supposed, 
that depraved foreigners would twist awry the laws, and to serve merely 
their private ends, would assume the pretentre of traffic ! Most lucid anil 
clear are the sacred commands, (’an any yet dare to be, as the habitual 
lookciK on, unobservant, and still continue to linger about? And are the 
seas of the central flowery land to be made a common sewer for the recep- 
tion of this fdthy [opiumj ! Or shall we, entrusted with the defence and 

g overnment of the frontier, be thought unable to follow^ su<’h conduct with 
le rigour of the law? (’onsidcr, if within the territory of any of those 
countries, the vessels of another country were contumaciously to infringe 
the prohibitions, and remain for a long period there witlioiit leaving, 
whether the King of that nation would not regard it necessary to punish 
such offenders with rigour, refusing the least indulgence Ilow much 
more then the celestial Empire ! How can it suffer barbarians to disobey 
the laws, and Avithout restraint to throw contempt thereon? 

“ The King of the said nation has been heretofore. <lutiful and 
rcsjjectful,- and his prohibitions have been rigorously and clearly enacted. 
And being apprehensive lest merchants or seamen- of vessels coming 
hither shouhl infringe prohibitions, or transgress the laws, and so should 
bring shame upon their country, he specially sent (he Superintendent 
Elliot to Canton, to keep them under eontroid and r(‘slraint. Hut these 
receiving-ships have now remaine<l for a. very long time at anchor; and 
though two months have elapsed sitice the said Superinten^lcnt has 
received our commands, he has not yet sent them away to their country. 
We fear he is unfit to boar the designation of Superintendent. If he can 
willingly svdjjeet himself to reproach on account of these receiving-vessels, 
how will he be able to answer it to his King? Or how to Us, the (lover- 
nor and Lieutenant Ciovernor? Let him, in the stillness of night, reflect 
hereon ; and if he do so, avc think that he w’ill be unable to iind rest upon 
his bed. 

“ It now, however, appears, from an address presented by the said 
Superintendent, that he objects to the copying and enjoining of these 
commands by the Hong ’merchants, on the ground of such copied doeu- 
mctit being xinauthentie, w'ithout official seal or envelope, and so not 
giving him evidence whereon to pay obedience to it: and also that he is 
appi'chensive of transgressing the laAvs of his country. According to the 
established laws of the Celestial Empire, it is requiretl, that in all matters 
wherein commands are given to the outer foreigners, such commaiifls be 
enjoined through the medium of Hong merchants. Ami in this instance, 
moreover, the Imperial pleasure was declared, specially reqtiiring that the 
Hong merchants should be commanded to give directions and to act. Can 
any dare, then, not to pay respectful obedience thereto ? The said nation 
of course has its own la\\s. Hut is it imagined, that the laws of outer 
barbarians can be practised in the domains of the Celestial dMiasty? 
What utter ignorance of the requirements of dignity is this! 

“ Yet the representation, that it is impossible for him to communicate 
to his (Jovemment such an unaufiienticated document appears reasonable. 
And wc, therefore, on this consideration act. on this occasion, as expe- 
<liency dictates. 'We forthwith issue this document to you, the Prefect of 
Kwang-Chow-Foo, requiring you immediately, in conjunction with the 
Commander of forces in the department, to co|)y these our commands, and 
enjoin them on the said Superintendent Elliot, that he may act in obe- 
dience thereto. lie is required speedily to make known to the* reheiving 
vessels anchored at Tseenshatsuy anti other places, tlui llnpcTial goo(l- 
ness, and also the Imperial terrors; to set before them the choice of weal 
and woe ; and to urge their speedy and entire departure for their <‘ountry< 
There musf be no contumacious opposition. 'J'he saitl Superintendent is 
also to convey it to his King, that nereafter such receiving- vessels are to 
be prohibited ev^cr again coming hither ; and that only the merchant 
vessels trading in legally diltyable articles may come, while all contra- 
band articles, such as the filthy opium, are not to be conveyed over the 
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wide seas. Thus, the source of the evil may lx; closed, and the la^s be 
Jield up to honour: tlui.s. the universally benefitrial and boundless favours 
of the CJreat Em|)eror, may, on the one Imnd, he conferred; and, on the 
other hand, the ])atli of conimercial intercourse may for ever be kept open 
to all g^ocxl foreigners. We, tlie Governor and Lieutenant Governor hold 
a great |)ower in our hands, and do that which wc determine to do. What 
difliciilty should vve have in driving these vessels away with the utmost 
rigour ? Yet we refuse not to repeat our admonitions again and again, 
fearing lest there should be any want of perfect faithfulness, andfany 
consefiuent ob-struction to the disjday of universally impartial .benevo- 
lence. , 

Jf, after this time of issuing our commands, the receiving-vessels 
again collect, as though we were not heard, and continue to reinain 
looking around them, it will be manifest that amendment finds no place in 
the lu'arts of those concerned in them ; and not only will they be no 
longer borne with by the (Jreat Emperor, but by their own .King also, 
they will certainly be subjected to trial. We cannot do otherwise than 
pursue them with the rigour of the laws, and show forth to all the, Celes- 
tial terntrs. Tf the said Superintendent fail to pay earnest obedience 
hereto, he also will draw on himself investigation and exjmlsion. All 
must with trembling anxiety attend. Further, let him be commanded to 
report as to the periods wdien these receiving-vessels severally depart for 
their country. Oppose not! Be eai'uc'st and speedy; earnest and 
sj)eedy ! ’’ ' 

We, the civil and military authorities of this department, having 
received the above, forthwith copy the commands of their Flxcellcncies the 
Governor and Lieutenant Governor, and send them to the said Superin- 
tendent Elliot, requiring him to pay immediate obedience. 

[The remainder of the document is a repetition of the latter portion 
of the preceding commands, wdth but one addition, wherein they require 
Captain Elliot to report again “ through the medium of the Hong 
merchants." I 

Be earnest and speedy ; earnest and speedy! A sj)ecial order.* 
Taoukwang, 17th year. 8th month (29th September, 18.'}7,) 

A true Translation. 

(Signed) J. Robt. Mobuison, 

Chinese Secrelary and Interpreter. 

CnAni.Es Gutzeaff, 

Joint Interpreter. 


Inclosurc 5 in No. 109. 

Captain Elliot to the Governor of Canton. 

Ca/iton, November 17, 1837, 
THE Undersigned, &c. &c., has had the honour to receive your 
Excellency’s Edict, dated on the 25th September, conveyed directly to 
him under the seals of the K wang-Chow-Foo, and the Kwang- Keep, and 
ne will immediately transmit it to his country by the ra])ki steam and 
overland communication from Bombay. 

He has already signifiecl to your Excellency with truth and plainpess, 
that his Commission extends t)nly to the regular tx'adc wdth this Empire: 
and further, that the existence of affy other than this trade has never yet 
been siibraitted to the knowdedge of his (uvn Gracious Sovereign. " 

He will pnly permit himself to add, on this occasion, that circum- 
stances of the kind described by your Excellency, cannot be heard of 
without feelings of concern and apprehension: and he desires humblv 
to express an earnest hope that sure aivd safe means of remedying a 
hazardous state of things, may be speedily devised. >; 

The Undersigned renews to you® Excellency the sentiments of his 
highest consideration. " .... 

(Signkl)’ CHARLES EfeLIOT 
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Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received May 15,-1838,^ 

My Lonl, Canton, November 19, 1837. 

I NOW beg leave to res\«tie the subject of my despatch of yesterday’s 
date. 

' ‘ In the early part of this year, the project of immediately legalising 
the traffic in opium was, without doubt, favourably entertained at the 
Court ; and, situated as we arc, it is impossible to detect the particular 
management by which the postponement of the measure may have been 
achieved. 

We have now arrived, however, at a stage in the passage of cir- 
cumstances when it appears to be necessary, that tlic subject should once 
more be drawn under your Lordship’s serious attention. 

The vigorous proceedings of the Provincial (jovernment against the 
native smugglers at the outside anchorages in the immediate neighbour- 
hood of this port, have had tjic effect of vastly increasing the tr.aflic on the 
eastern coasts of this and the neighbouring provinces of Fuhkccn. 

Till within the last few months, tliat branch of the trade never 
afforded employment to more than two or three small vessels ; but, at the 
date of this despatch, and for some months past, there have not been les.s 
than twenty sail of vesseds on the c.ast coasts ; and 1 am sorry to add, that 
there is every reason to bclievcj blood has been spilt in the interchange of 
shot which has over and anon taken place between them anti the Mandarin 
boats. 

The most grave result of the vigilance upon the spot remains to be 
decribed. 

The native boats h.T,ve been burned, and the native smugglers scat- 
tered; an<l the consequence is, as it was foreseen it wouhl lx*, tliat a 
complete and very hazardous change has been worked in tin*, whole 
manner of conducting the Canton portion of the tr.ade. 

The opium is now carried on (and a great part of it inwards to 
Whampoa) in European passage-boats belonging to British owners, 
slenderly manned with Lascar seamen, and furnished with a scran ty 
armament, which may rather be said to provoke or to justify search, 
accompanied by violence, than to fiu’nish tlic means of eireetual ilefence. 

1 have no certain means of judging to what extent the shipping ;it 
Whampoa may be implicated in this new mode of carrying on f;he Irade, 
but 1 am not without reason to believe, that they are so, and possibly in an 
increasing degree. And as your Lordship is probably .-iwarcr that the 
Hong merchant who secures each ship, and the captain and consignee, 
join in a bond that she has no opium on board, it is needless to (Iwell 
upon the very embarrassing consequences which wemid ensue if the 
existence of a different sta^c of facts should nevertheless be esta- 
blished. 

. I am disposed to believe that the higher officei's of the Provincial 
Government are perfectly sensible of the extensive smuggling of ojiium 
carried on in the European passage-boats, and from some .motive, <‘ithor 
of interest or policy, or probably of both, they oppose no imme<liatc 
obstacle to such a condition of things. 

But the continuance of their inertness is not to bf depended upon. 
Disputes among themselves for the shares of the emoluments, private 
repdHis against each other to the C'ourt, and, lastly, their ordinary practice 
of permitting abuse to grow to ripeness, and to rest in lalse security, aro 
all considerations which forbid the hope that these things (‘an endure. 

Setting aside, however, the interference of the Mandarins, it is not 
to be questioned that the^ passage of this valuable article in small and 
insigidficantly 'armed vcsseld, affords an intense temptation to piratical 
attack by the many desperate smugglers out of employment, and by the 
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needy inhabitants of the neighbouring islands. And another Ladrone 
war directed against Kuropcans as well as Chinese is a perfectly probable 
event. 

In fact, my Lord, looking around me, and weighing the whole body 
of circumstances as carefully as I can, it seems to me that the moment 
has arrived for such active interposition upon the part of Her Majesty’s 
Government, as (ran lie properly afibrded ; and that it cannot be deferred 
without great hazard to the safety of the whole trade, and of the pcrsbns 
Cligag(*d in its pursuit. 

The accompanying paper was originally intended as a memorandtim 
of matter to he framed into a derspatch to your Lordship ; but sever^ 
considerations dispose me to hope 1 shall be excused for transmitting it 
in its present form. 

That th(r main body of the inward trade (about three-fifths of the 
amount) should he carried on in so hazardous a manner to the safety of 
the whole commerce and intercourse with the empire, is a very disquieting 
subject of rellection ; but T have a strong conviction, that it is an evil 
susceptible of early removal. 

1 have, &c., 

(Signed) CFIARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 110. 


Memorandum hy Captain Elliot. 

Canton, November 19, 1837. 

THE official application of the Provincial Government, which forms 
the subject of Inclosure Feb. 20, in my despatch No. 6, seems to furnish a 
proper occasion for an approach to this Government by Her Majesty’s 
Government. 

The necessit}' for such interposition, it may bo said, is not imme- 
diately obvious. T’hat may be the case in England, and it would be an 
ungrateful task to throw it into a stronger light. Rut at all events. 1 
shall simply say, that it seems to me, the actual state of things cannot 
continue to be left to the turn of events, without seriously risking vast 
public and priv.ate int(‘rests, or without such d(;eply-rooted injury to the 
national character in the estimation of this huge portion of mankind, as 
it is painful indeed to reflect upon. 

Be my impressions, however, in these respects well founded or not, it 
has occurred to me that the suggestion of a mode of approach to this 
Government may not be a useless task at the present conjuncture, and 
with that feeling, 1 submit the following proposition. 

I would promise, by suggesting that the Secretary of State should 
address a letter, w'ithoiit loss of time, to the Governor of these provinces, 
announcing that the official paper, already adverted to, had been received, 
and signifying Her Majesty’s pleasure to despatch a Special Commissioner 
to China, to inciuire in what degree the evils complained of were justly 
chargeable to Her Majesty’s subjects, and to consider by what means it 
might bc' possible to establish all things upon a safe and satisfactory 
footing. 

I would observe, however, that it is desirable the place to which it is 
proposed to send the Commissioner should not be mentioned in the 
Secretary of State’s letter to the Governor of Canton. 

This communication would, in my belief, have the immediate effect 
tempering the policy of the Provincial Government ujKm all points con- 
nected with the foreigners, and that of itself would be much to gain. 

1 have considered that the form of approach by a Special 'Oom- 
missiemer is the most convenient for several reasons. 
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In the first place, it is a description of appointment in frequent use 
Iqf this Court. And as these.Commissioncrs are understood to be ])erson8 
who have particular business to [jcrfonn, they arc almost entirely 
exempted from the tedious ceremonial which must press so heavily upon 
the time of the higher oflicers of the provinces employed in theil ordinary 
stations. 

, The difficulties therefore would be easily managed in respect to all 
poifits of form, which become so exceedingly perplexing in the case of 
Ambassadors, w'hose main business the Chinese consider to be the per- 
formance of ceremony. Hut there is a still more urgent rcjison for the 
appointment of such a functionary rather than an Ambassador. He might 
not only announce that this visit was one of business and not of cere- 
mony, but signify, that he must stay where he was till it was entirely, 
completed. 

No negotiations in China, it may be depended upon, will be so suc- 
cessful as those which arc conducted either on board ships of war, or at 
all events, at a place to which the ships could accompany the negotiators, 
and abide in perfect safety. When the CUiinese perceive it is seriously 
intended that the ships should remain till all things were settled, they 
will speedily arrive at such reasonable results as shall load to their 
departure. 

Whilst I am upon this -tjtibjeet, I would presume to say, that a six- 
and-forty gun frigate, and a ijloop, or perhaps two, with a steam-boat 
from India, do not appear to form a larger escort than may very properly 
attend upon a Sj)ecial Commissioner, eharged with an autograph letter 
from Her Majesty to the Kmjicror. and with the arrangement of momentous 
public concerns. 

The point to which T would submit this officer should be sent is the 
Island of Tchusan. The anchorage has been well surveyed anti is per- 
fectly safe ; it is in the near neighbourhood of the great *city of Ningpo, 
and not vtiry far from Nanking; so that communication with officers of 
very high .station would immediately be available. 

And if events should take an unfavorable turn, the peaceful conti- 
nuance of the expedition at that point till further instructions could be 
received from England, would be easy ; as well on account of the defen- 
sible nature of an insular position by a sea force, as of the capabilities of 
this island to support its ow'u po])ulation and the force itself, without aid 
from the main land. 

It is to be apprehended, that if the ships wexe sent at liist, or were 
subsequently to repair to any point on the Continent, considerable 
numbers of troops would gradually be collected in the neighbourhood; 
and if no other difficulty ensued, there would probably soon be great 
inconvenience about the purchase of supplies, which the people of the 
country would be prevented from selling. 

Hut at Tchusan, the ships wouhl be felt to be securely situated in 
these respects: and the disposition to adjust upon satisfactory terms 
would be proportionably greater. 

I would remark upon this topic, that the Commissioner might have 
orders to remonstrate against,,and if need be, to jxrevent the introduction 
of reinforcements into the usland, whilst he remained there, upon the 
ground that they might obstruct him in the peaceful performance of his 
duties ; and above call, that he could not answer for the constant preser- 
vation of a good understanding between them and his .own people ; 
trifling disputes might lead to conflicts, conflicts to open war, Re.asoning 
founded upon the maintenance of the public tranquillity is alw.ays very 
heedfully considered in China. , * 

On arriving at +he place of destination, I would submit that the chief 
native officer should be required to announce to the Governor of Ningpo, 
the arrival of a Commissioner charged with an autogrxiph letter from 
Her Majesty to the Emperor, and a letter from the Secretary of State to 
the Governor General of the Provinces, resident at Nanking, as well as to 
the Cabinet at Peking ; an^ to request -that proper officers might imme- 
diately be deputed to receive these last communications. 

It seems to be a trifling point to notice, but I believe it is of mqment, 
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that the Commissioner sbouW be instructed neither to see nor to give, or 
to receive, communications of any kind from persons deputed by^ the 
Ciovcrnor of Ningpo, till he should have; most <*arefully ascertained 
through his inter pr<^t(;rs, that they were officers of at least the third rank, 
if civil ; 1;he second rank, if military. 

The letters of the Secretary of State to the Governor General, and the 
Cabinet at Peking, might signify in general terms, the cause and objects 
of the Mission, and re(piest that tlicir Excellencies would move the Ein<* 
jjcror graciously to apjmint Commissioners of the first rank to receive 
•Her MajeslCs letter; and other special officers to confer with him oBj|^the 
business of his visit, in order that he might speedily complete it, and sail 
back to his country as soon as it were satisfactorily arranged. ■ 

in determining upon the propriety of moving to any other place to 
which he might be invited to proce<‘<l by the Emperor’s command, I w'ould 
say the (’ommissioiier should be guided by the affirmative of two pro- 
fjositions. 

First. That the ships could accompany him, and remain in perfect 
safety. 

Secondly'. That the pl.'icc was nearer to the Court than Tchusan. 

Put my own v(‘ry forcible impn'ssion is, that it would be the safest 
and most hoi)eful course, to instruct him not to quit Tchusan at all till 
all things were surely adjusted. 

if the Emperor, when all matters w'ore concluded, required him to 
proce<;d to the Court, T would say that Uie visit should be precetlcd by a 
convention, plainly defining the manner of his reception, and guaranteeing 
his safe .and becoming return, at any moment he thought fit, to the station 
of the ships. 

It is not probable that a visit to the Court vvill be invited, and in my 
judgment, it had lietter be avoided, except it be very urgently pressed. 

If the (/ommissioner were required to iiroceed to Canton and 
place himself in communication W'ith the Governor there, it might be 
answered that he had no letters of credence to that functionary (a point 
the Chinese perfectly understand), and that his orders forbid him to 
communicate with him. 

If all intercourse at any other point than Canton were obstinately 
refused (and tln're, it would be idle to go), f w'ouUl submit that the Com- 
missioner sluMild be instructed to declare, that he had orders to take post 
where he was, till further directions could be received from England. 

• ■ And that he should forthwith manifest an earnest determination to 
secure himsidf in a safe attitude. 

Whilst I am upon this point, T would say th.at the arrival of a 
transport or two at 'J’chusan from India, with supplies and stores for the 
ships, would probably jiroduce the best ellcct in hastening the movements 
of the Chinese (\)urt in a favourable sense. 

When officers from Peking had arrived, and cominxinieations w’crc 
opened, I would propose th.at the Commissioner, after the verification of 
the grounds of comjilaiut, should explain how "impossible it was Her 
Majesty’s Government could take the steps whioli had been urged by the 
Chinese, and how futile they' would have Ix'cn if their enactment were 
practicable. *'• 

More than one-half of the opium imported into China, it might be 
shown, came from places not in the dominions of Her Majesity'. And Her 
Majesty', therefore, had neither the right nf)r the power to forbid its im- 
portation iii'foreign bottoms. Again, it might be asked, with such a vast 
proportion of the opium forcign-grown, what means were there of 
preventing^ the whole of the British-grown oj)iuin ' being sent to places 
out of Ifer Majesty's dominions, and thence exported to China in foreign 
bottoms ? 

From a person in my position, all reasoning of this description would 
be out of place. It is my plain duty to adhere to the principlf^ that this 
is a subject with which I have no concern. But the arguments of a 
Commissioner specially appointed to treat the matter, would be atten- 
tively considered; and I tnink those ma^y be urged which would lead 
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not only to the early legalization of the tradb '1^5. trade that is carried 
•under circumstances which arc very discreditable to us), but to other 
important relaxations. 

T believe it would be salutary to announce, that Her Majesty being’ 
without the power to prevent or to regulate this trade, anxiously desired 
its legalization ; so that all men who visited the Empire of China might 
be within the controul of the laws. 

^'he natural eonseqiionoe of the present system, it might be said, 
wasjthe corruption of all, high and low, and the infesting of the coasts 
with evil men, both foreign and native. * . ' • 

Tt organized vast mtusses of people in the practice of law-breaking ; 
and how soon tlH^y might pass frtmi tme statt^ of lawlessness to another, 
no one could foresee. 

The regular trade was no longer safe without special and powerful 
protection, for it was notorious, that dcpreilation of the incest flagrant 
nature upon innocent men, attende<l with freijuent loss of life, took place 
every week in the year (by armed boats, having the (lovernmcnt autho- 
rity), upon the pretence of searching for opium. 

Another point remains to be particularly insisted upon. The Imperial 
Government had frccpjcntly menaced the entires extinction of the regular 
trade, on account of this illicit Irallic, which it was plain Her Majesty had 
no means of preventing. 

Threats so urgent and so hostile, furnished an inrsistible reason for 
the constant presence of a protecting force. It was impossible (o say how 
soon the life and property of innoc’cnt men might fall a s:u*riliec to the 
violence of the (lOvernmcnt itself, if none wci*e on the spot. 

It might therefore be declared, in i-onclusion, that whilst things 
remained as they were, Her Majesty had no other resource: tlian to leave a 
naval force on the coast, in order that the peaceful subjects of Her 
dominions, carrying on a lawful trade, should not be hindered or injure<l 
in their pursuits. 

U[)on the whole, it seems to me, that tins time has fully’ arrived when 
Her Majesty's Government should justly explain it.s own position with 
respect to the prevention or regulation of this trade; give itsowii eounstds, 
or take its ow'/i alternative course. 

Neither does it appear to be unsuitable, that' the same occasion should 
be taken to attempt such further relaxations in point of general inter- 
course and regular commercial facility, as may’ be* deemed advisable. 

In these last respects, I would say, that the Commissioner should 
rather be instructed to gain all, he can, than be furnished with precise 
points for insistance. 

The Chinese would probably refuse wdiatevcr is asked, mei-ely because: 
it is asked, and oiler more than was expected, because the proposition 
came from their own .side. 

Every arrangement of this kin<l should undoubtedly be accompanied 
by the proposal of a reasonable scheme for the controul and government of 
Her Mojicsty’s subjects in their intercourse with each other, and with the 
people of this empire. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


No. HI. 

.. ^ Caplmn Elliot to Viscount Palmerston. — {liereived Mai/ 15, 1838.) 

• ^ , • 

My Lord, Canton, November 2^, 1837, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge y’onr Lordship’s despatch, of June 
12, 1837* which reached me, at this place, on the 21st inst. 

The first point for consideration was u new mode of superscription ; and 
after some time it was determined to substitute for the character Pin — the 
further use of which ypur Lordship had forbidden — the following characters : 
Tac with the Tscen charactcrs,*Ching on the side of the Shang address ; the 
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whote meaning, as nearly as it can be literally translated, Presented before bis 
high place,** 

Agreeably to the genius of this language, 'and the usages of Chinese polite- 
ness, some form of superscription is necessary beyond the bare title of the func- 
tionary to whom a paper be addressed. And as the characters now selected are 
not in use for such purposes by Chinese officers, and involved no signification to 
which I believed her Majesty’s Government would object, the accompanying 
note to his Excellency was scaled up, and superscribed in the new form. ' 

The senior inercliants themselves were of opinion, that his Excellency, 
‘ taking into consideration the instructions 1 had now received, would consent to 
this modification in the manner of the address. 

He opened and read it attentively ; but, after some consideration, wrote 
upon it with his own pencil, the words “ Cannot be permitted,” and desired the 
merchants to return it to me with that comment. 

1 now felt that it was proper to adopt some more formal mode of signifying 
to his Excellency, that I was acting under instructions just received. And I 
therefore prepared the accompanying note (superscribed as Inclosure No. 1 had 
been), and sent it to the city gate by the hands of Messrs. Morrison and Elmslie, 
desiring them to deliver it to the Kwang Ileep, and to wait till that functionary 
bad reported to them that it had reached his Excellency's hand. 

This was accordingly done ; and on the next day (the 26th), the merchants 
brought me, by his Excellency’s command, an edict addressed to tlieni in reply 
to my note delivered at the city gates. 

I refused to receive it. J3ut they said, in the course of conversation, that 
it was a very courteous explanation of his Excellency’s obligation to adhere to 
ancient custom in the respect of intercourse with the foreigners. 

I observed that it was not iny purpose to discuss with them. His Excel- 
lency, I presumed, was acting upon his orders as I was upon mine. But I 
added, that at a proper time, and to proper persons, there would be no difficulty 
iti showing that, .iccording to ancient custom, the intercourse between olficers 
had always been directly official. 

I then handed them a third note ; but they returned it the next day (the 
27th), saying that his Excellency had declined to receive it on account of the 
alteration in the manner of the address. 

I remarked, that the Governor had already opened two under the like form 
of address — one taken to him by the Kwang Heep; and I was afraid the present 
refusal would be very ill received by my own Government, and form a just 
ground of complaint against him to the Emperor, which would be difficult of 
satil^actory explanation upon his Excellency's part. 

The merchants at once admitted, that in their opinions his Excellency had 
made a considerable mistake in this respect: he should cither have refused the 
first, or have taken all the papers. 

1 closed my communication with the merchants, by placing in their hands 
an open paper, under my seal of office, precisely to the same effect as the Inclo- 
surc No. 3; telling them that tliey might lay it before the Governor, or not, as 
they saw fit : at all events, 1 should strike the flag, and,j)roceed to Macao in the 
2nil prox. 

They urged me to stay, and held out hopes of adjustment; but I said I had 
fulfilled my instructions. And looking around me I saw enough of reason to 
anticipate serious difficulties, and to be glad to be out of Canton whilst 1 could 
neither communicate witii the Governor nor learn his pleasure ; and was thus 
deprived of all means of preventing or remedying disaster. ' 

They then hinted that the Governor did not seem to consider there was 
any insuperable objection to yie.lding the point of direct official intercourse. 
But he desired them to say, that he ciuilu not sanction any change in the 
superscription of my addresses. ^ 

1 merely remarked, that my orders were positive on both points, and must 
be strictly observed. 

It is proper to add a word in explanation of my reason for proposing the 
continuance of the manner of direct official intercourse, which was pursued in 
the case of the Inclosurc No. 4 of my Despatch of November 18, 1837- 

In the former discussions 'with the merchants upon that subject I had 
avoided a proposal of a visit from tiie Kwang GhoW Foo and the Kwang Heep, 
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for the purpose of verbally coramunicating his Excellency’s pleasure, because 
1 was ap])rc’hen$ive such a mode of intercourse might grow into practice. 

But, in the event of difficulties, I knew how easily the Governor would 
always declare that the officers who had made the verbal communications had 
misunderstood his meaning ; and, upon the whole, it appeared to inC to he of 
great moment in this business to keep hold of a system which supplied us with 
the exact written words of the chief authority of the province. 

Diri’ct written communications from the Governor to a person in my 
station, your Lordship maybe assured arc impossible of attainment till her 
Majesty’s officers arc liere supported by the presence of force; and then it. is 
certainly probable that the point may pass witliout much difficulty. 

In my present circumstances 1 was satisfied to take copies of his Excel- 
lency’s edicts, attested under the seals of the Kwang (.!hovv Foo and Kwang 
Hcep, and forwarded direct to my address by those officers ; the more so as 
this course of communication was perfectly compatible with the terms of your 
Lordship's Despatch of 22nd July, 18.‘16. 

The Inclosure No. 4 is a circular I have addressed to the British subjects 
resident at Canton on this date. 

It is my purpose to I’orward to your Lordship a separate Despatch, in fur- 
ther reply of tlie Despatch of June 12th, 1837, and I therefore confine niysdf 
on this occasion to a mere rt'port of proceedings. 

I hope your Lordship will .consider that the good understanding which 
continues to subsist between the Governor and myself, notwithstanding the 
interrupted state of the communications, is a source of satisfaction. He desired 
the merchants to inform me that he entertained a respect for me, and that he 
had reported in that sense to the Emperor. 

The trade is proceeding tranqudly for the present ; but the vast opium 
deliveries at Whampoa, under extremely hazardous circumstances, may cer- 
tainly, at any moment, produce some, grave dilemma. 

I havc,&c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


Inelosure 1 in No. HI. 

Captain Elliot to the Governor of Canton, 

Canton, Novemb^ 23, 1837. 

THE Undersigned, &c., &c., has the honour to make the following state* 
ment for the irifonriation of your Excellency. 

He has now received Despatches from the Government of his nation, 
severely censuring him for receiving any communications from the officers of 
this Empire not directly addressed to himself, .^nd he is now peremptorily 
ordered to signify that he has received these special commands to return them, 
except they be officially and directly addressed to himself. 

He is further commanded to observe that the British Government means 
no disrespect to your Excellency’s high dignity in desiring the undersigned to 
discontinue the use of the characte/ Pin on his addresses to your Excellency. 

These orders, he is instructed to say, are founded on the fact that such a 
mode of address,^ by an officer commissioned by the English Sovereign, is not 
congenial with The customs of his nation. 

Your Excellency, in an elevated station, and practised in public affairs, 
will know that the Undersigned does not dare to disobey these strict commands 
of his Government, and that he could not presume to propose any changes 
upon less urgent grounds than arc now faithfully stated. • * 

If your Excellency shall think fit always to forward your pleasure directly 
to the address of the undersigned, through the Kwang Chow Foo and the 
Kwang Heep, as was lately ^onc, and will further consent to receive his 
respectful audresses in reply, without the specification of the cha'^cter Pm, 
all difficulty tvill be removed. ^ 

The Undersigned conciudes with sentiments ot highest consideration. 

• • (Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 



Inclosara 2 in No. 1)1. 


' Captain Elliot to the Governor bf Canton. 

Canton, November 1887. 

' THE Undersigned, &p., Stc., has received very important ihittiilctions 
'from One of the Great Ministei^ of his nation, which He is specially brdiv%d% 
'make known to your Excellency. ' 

The least mistake or omission in the communication ''of these instriii^ibn^ 
Alight be attended with ' uhhappy consequences. And’ hb has therefor^ the 
honour to request that yoUr Excellency will be plcascdOo'CO'intnatid thc ^iihibf 
civil and military officers of the district* to repair to his residence, and having 
’ examined all things, andtai^eii a faithful copy of the Minister s letter, to convey 
'to your' Excellency a full aira clear statement of the particulars. 

According to the regulations, the Undersigned cannot wait upon these 
'officers at their' residchces'm "the city, 'aqd he has' therefore requested tTiaT they 
W'ill visit him here. f.. .. 

The Undersigned concludes ' with ' the expression of his highest con- 
sideratiouK , - . t;. . . < 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


■ Inclosttre 3 in No.' 111 . ^ ’ 

Captain Elliot to the Governor of Cantdn- 

Canton, November 26, 1837. 
f ' THE Undersigned, &c., &c., has this day received back his statement of 
the 23rd instant, with your Excellency’s notification that the arrangements he 
had the honour to submit, in conformity with the orders of his Government, 
Caniiot be permitted. ^ 

: These commands are peremptory, and the Undersigned docs not dare to 

disobey them in the least decree. 

Your Excellency’s decision, therefore, will have the effect of interrupting 
the communication^ till fuKher orders can be received from England. 

Under these circumstances, the Undersigned most formally declares him- 
s^l^rec oUall responsibility in the adjustment of any difficullies or disputes 
which may arise ; and he will immediately announce to the merchants pf his 
’ country that such is the case. ; 

The Undersigined concludes his intercourse with yotir Excellency with thfe 
. Expression of his highest consideration, and with sincere wishes for your 
Excellency’s happiness. - > -• > 

• (Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


Inclosiir^ 4 in' No. 111. ^ . 

Captain Elliot to the BriHvh Subjects resident in Canton. " 

Gentlemen, ' Cantoni Novembot 

. , I HAVE rcccqtlv.had^ the honour to rcceiyq jnstruchony Her 
Majesty’s Government; flirectihg me to make a cbmmunicationftO the 'Gpvejr- 
Bor of thcsc'^ovincCs, ; ebneernrng the maiiher of my intercourse wijth Hip 
ExCOUcttcy; ‘ .. . .• - ' . .1 'i-'' V 

Thd Governor has declirtiid to accede to the conditions ihvolvcid in these 
instructions ; and whilst these difficulties subsist, all communication between 
us has necessarily ceased. In this posture of circumstances, I can only assure 
you, Gentlemen, of rpy^pinccte disp9sjtipn, tp,tjl&jcA4!m4U*^ 
in my jpower, either in the form of counsel, or in any other way which may be 
consis^nt with my situation. 




* The Kwnog 


Chow Foo and iho Kwaog Hei^fihe^iyfect pad Cpaiiiaadant of Police.] 



.Neither can I conclude this letter without ^^spectfully ami earnestly sug- 
gesting to you the expediency jof, .tips p^fision to draw from the Pro- 

•vincial Government a derinit'e mqilanation of its intentions with relation to your 
claims against the Hopg ^^^ims, it will^ be , remembered, which have 

been examined and certified in strict conformity with ’arrangements required 
aml$SitnC'tioncd by’ thb. Government. 

, .It seetTi» townie to be an object of , considerable importance the general 
mtej 'sts of the tj-ade, thqt my, report to Iwr MajestyV Government, detailing 
the interruption bf the public commnnications shoiihl be i^ccompapied by a 
ftatenii^nt. of your pwn ppsiti.ori in. respect to these particnlar, claims. ; . • 

I will only detain you, genUetiicn, to offer you the uxprcssiou of, my best 
thaiilks for the courtesy aud consideration which 1 liave always received, jit 
your hands. , 

I have, &c., , , 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


No. 111. 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston. — (Receiced May 15, 1835.) 

(Extract.) *, -Macao, December 1837. 

In my mind, my Lord, the peaceful establishment of direct ollietal inter- 
course is no longer of questionable or difficult accomplishment. 

The principle that otficers were not to reside in the Emjiire, has been 
formally renounced by the Emperor him.self, and that was the main obstacle; 
the clearest admission of my right to direct scaled comrmmicalions with the 
Governor upon the gromid of my official character, has been conceded ; an 
oilie.ial misluke in an edict describing me to be a^ merchant, has been publicly 
acknowledged and corrected ; facilities (especially npoi> the plea that 1 was an 
officer, aud involving a direct official intercourse ivith the Mandarin here) have 
been accorded ; striking proofs of the disposition to devolve upon me in my 
official cajKicity the adjustment of all disputes, even between C’lhnese and my 
own countrymen, have been afforded. On one occasion the Provincial Govern- 
ment has already communicated with an* in a direct official shape ; and upon 
my late departure from Canton, it was, ea.sy to perceive that the Governor was 
prepared to tall entirely into that course, upon the condition that I should 
waive the proposed change in the superscription of my addresses. . . ' . , . 

When to these circumstances be joined the consideration that the Pro- 
vincial Government has now been accustomed to a measured mode of official 
address, which, it is certain has been more agreeable to it, thantiie less guarded 
tone of irresponsible iiwlividuals, 1 think, 1 may say that it . is probable the 
communication.s, will be opened upon the required footing before the replies to 
these despatches can arrive. 

But at all events, I entertain n- persuasion that a letter from yonr Lord- 
siiip to the Cabinet at Pekin, written by Her Majesty’s command, and scut to 
the mouth of the Pei Ho, in a ship-of-war, would at once draw from the 
Emperor an. order for the concession of the point. . 

Your Lordship’s letter migirt be sent liere for translation ; and if the 
communications .. were open, authority might be given to me to return it to 
England. , . 

If Her Majesty’s Government, however, should be of opinion that the 
proposition ebntained in my Despatch of November 19, 1837, were deserving 
6f attention, , jnjrhops the, object of direct official intercourse might form a 
part, of . the instruction^ to the. Special Commissioner, ^ . 


2K 
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' 'y.' ■ 

"Nans. 

Captain EiUot to Viscount Pdlmerston.T~{Reeeived May 15, 1838.) 

My Lord, Macao, December 7, 1837. 

THfe Kdict I have now the honour.to forward, reached me on the day 
before yonr Lordsliip’.«! despatch of 12th June, 1837. 

I Jiad drafted tlie accoinpanyirift’ note in reply,' but the interruptipn of 
the communications prevented me from transmitting; it. 

Porhap.s your Lordship may l)C of opinion, that the menaces to stop 
the rcg'idar trade, and to expel me from the empire, involved in this ^dict, 
str(m£;th(n'is the reasoning submitted in the meraprandum inclo.scd in my 
despaU'li of the IDth ult., in ^the advocacy of immtxliate and earnest ap- 
proachc.«i to this court by Her Majesty's Government. 

The language in which the slhppage of the regular trade is threatened, 
if the opitpn ships have not sailed away in a month, is of questionable 
construction. 

It vvotdd rather seem to imply, that the Kmperor shall be moved to 
sanction the stoppage of the trade in a month, than that the trade itself 
should be stopped in a month. 

The original text has been very carefully translated ; and Mr. Morrison 
concurs in my opinion, that adubibus interpretation is purjjogcly intended ; 
that is to say, that the foreigners should in the first ])lat;c understand, that 
the trade was to be stopped in a month, iiailing the departure of the opium 
ships; and if the menace shoidd be of none effect, that his Excelleiu^y 
might shape his conduct upon the inon* moderate reading, namely, seek 
the Rmperor’s sanction in a month hence to clo.se the holds. 

Before His Imperial Majesty's commands could arrive, the trade of 
the season would have been completed. 

The whole state of eircninstances, however, connected w'ith this 
opium <piestion is in a condition of such uncertainty, that it is impossible 
to devinn what is meant ; and, indeed, it is not <lifllcult to conceive, that 
the Government itself does not ktmw wli.at it means, but is, in point of 
fact, wandering, without fixed purpose, from project to project, or, it might 
more properly be said, frbm blunder to blunder. 

In the midst of alL this incoherent c'onduct^ it seems to me to be 
highly necessary, for the j)rotection of British interests, 'that a small naval 
force should immediately be stationed somewhere in these seas. 

r Il3,VC &C. 

(Signed) 'CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent. 


Jnclosure 1 in No, 112. 

The Prefect and Commandant of Canton to the Hong Merchants. 

TANG, Governor of Kwangtung and Kwangse, and Ke, Lieutenant 
Governor of Kwangtung, &,c., &c., &c. Having before received a. 
despatch from the Council of State, communicating an imperial Edict 
which had been respectfully received, oji the subject of driving away 
the opium receiving-ships. We, the Governor and Lieutenant Governor, 
have already given particular orders on this subject. prescribed 

a period, and commanded the said merchants to enjoin it earnestly ahd 
impressively on the Superintendent Elliot, that he should require the 
receiving-ships to take their departure. So long a time two 
months, have now elapsed, and- these receiving-ships rettaafin still at 
anchor as'befqre. And the said Superintendent havin^.'’^}a'inly repre- 
sented to us, that the commands so enjoined could not be^i««^ht by him 
to the knowledge of his King, we' also directed thfe civil aind military 
authorities of the department of Kwang-Chpw, to makh a'bdpV of pur joint 
commands, and to enjoin 'the same on the said SupPrihtendent ; that iii 
obedientse theieto, he might with speed send away thq f^eiVing-sbips, and 
require every brte of them to depart and return to thfeir country ; hlsb, that 
heKfhight make It known' to- his King, in order their return , maV foir 
tij^fil^yre be interdicted. ^ .Th*s i» oo'-record. ' " 
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Now, it appears, from the several siiccessivo reports and examinations 
^of the Commander of t^e Tapang Squadron, the naval and civil authorities 
’of the district of Heangshant and the Sub-Prefect residing at Macao, 
that the various receiving-ships have not yet taken their departure. This 
is a gross act of contumacy and contempt. • 

We haVe now again received the following Iiniierial Edict ; — 

“ Tang and his colleagues have pmsented a Memorial, in reference to 
measures taken for driving away the receiving-ships,, and to regulations 
determined^ on for apprehending and punishing the brojters and smug- 
glers of opium. It appears from this Meinoriat. that tlu; receiving-ships* 
of the hJnglish, and other nations have, of late years, under prtkext of 
takihg shelter from the weather, been in the practice of entering the iuiiet 
seas. Commands have now Iteen issued to the Hong merchants, to be by 
them. enjoined on the Superintendent of affairs of the s:iid nation, reipiiring 
that all the receiving-ships anchored off I.<intin and other place.s, be sent 
away and ordered by hiin to return b) their country ; and that they be 
not allowed as before to remain lingering at anchor. 'I’he senior Hong 
merchants have also been commanded, as soon as the receiving-ships 
start to return to their country, immediately tt) rc))ort the cironinstance. 
that it may be authentically ascertained by examination. The class of 
* fast-crab boats * has been completely swept away ; but there are yet' 
mahj’ smuggling boats under, various other designations. 'J’hcse, as well 
as tne depraved gang of brokeVs, it is indeed impossible to suffer to con- 
tinue their unrestmined courses. * The military officers of tlie circuits and 
departments, and all the Vice Admirals and (’ommanders of Scpiadrons, 
have, therefore, been dircclerl to set an example to all their subordinutes, 
and to keep uj) a coiustant and unbroken guard for the purpose of 
discovering and apprehending the guilty. . • 

“ The anchorage t)f foreign sliips in the inner seas, and their combining 
with natives, to introduce what is contraband, arc the most aggravated 
evils now existing in the province of Kwangtung. The Governor and his 
colleagues, aforesaid, must faithfully and strictly make examination, .and 
clearly ascertain, whether, since they have issued these orders, tlje said 
foreign Superintendent has or has not paid obedience to them ; and whether 
the receiving-ships have or have not taken their departure; they must 
mpiire the ships, one and, all, to, return to their country, and must not 
sulTer them to linger for a moment. If they dare to suffer gradual 
encroachment, and to let the matter rest, at a future day, when I, the 
•Emperor, on inquiry hear of it, or am by any. one informed thereof, the 
said Governor and his colleauges alone will i hold responsible. In regard 
to the various classes of smuggling vessels, it is still more important that 
measures should be adopted with stri'etness to make seizure of them, with 
the hope that they m,ay be utterly destrby^ and rooted up. Nor must 
they, when perchance they have made a few seizures, forthwith declare 
that they have entirely succeeded in removing them, and so still occasion 
a continuance, of the evil, Respect this,” 

It is our duty immediately to pay respectful obedience to this, and 
to issue orders, commanding the obedience of others. Wc, therefore, 
forthwith i^iie . these comman.ds. When they reach the said Hong, 
merchants, .let them immediately enjoin them upon the said Sufierin- 
tendeat EUiqt^that he likewise may obey the same. He must, within the 
space, of one- month, pay .respectful obedience to the declared Imperial 
pleasure, by sending, off various receiving-ships anchored in the outer 
seas, requiring thena, one and all, to return to their country ^ and he must 
report tneir departure -for ..our official investigation, tliat we may report 
the same tp the throne. .« If they. dar@ again, in any measure, ’to Unger, , 
thed the kin4ncss.nQ4 tenderness lof. the Celestial -Empire having l)een; 
carri^jiij utmost,.and there being no room left for additional favour,, 
it wilUfeptain^pnly display) the^ celestial terrors, and to. make apparent: the 
glo^’ oC thn;. established laws.-- ‘.We shall have to report plainly to the 
G^eat Ki^peror, that the merchant ships may be denied permission to 
.open tf{eir hp)4^ and- that grasping, the laws, we inay pursue with them 
re<;fiying-shiM*f the said Superiatendent,..,iii 

the discharge , Pf bis official dnUeUv alts hand-bpnnd idly looking on 
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unrestraiflcd ' and illegal practices of depraved foreigners, even kicking 
against our commands, and resisting the Imperial pleasure, we shall find 
it difficult to believe that he is not guilty , of the offence of sheltering and 

g iving license to these illegalities.’ ' We will assuredly proceed to expel 
iin, .and drive him back to tiw country. 

Wc, tlie tioveruor and Xiicutenant Gdvera’dr,* will, In^ the maintenance 
of the laws, stand firm as the hills, and of a surety, will show no ^did> 
gence. The said senior merchants are men to whom the Imperial pleasu^ 
Has allotted th*e duty of conductiiit|f forth this matter. If then, ^ they 
cannot, within the stated period, guide and instruct these foreigners in 
the path of duty, and if the various receiving-ships continue to look 
around them to view the course of events, and still remove far . off the day 
of their departure, in 'that case they shall also, be degraded, and their 
offences ' shall Ije' visited with severity.' Tremble at this-r-intensely, 
intensely ! 

' Taoukwang, l'?fth year, 10th month 22nd day (20th November, 1837.) 
' Translate from the Chinese, ■ ' 

(Signed) ' J. IIodt, Mokrison, ; 

' Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. . 


Jnclosurc 2 in No. 112. 

“ ! ■ . - -1 

Captain Elliot td the Governor of Canton. 

Canton, November 21, 1837. 

THE Undersigned,- &C.. &C., has, had . the, honour to receive your 
Execllonoy’s Edict of the 20th instant, addressed to the senior itong 
merchants, tieclaring that the general trade shall be stopped, and that he 
shall be driven forth from the Empire, if he docs not st'n<l aw'ay and 
report the departure of the opium ships within the space of one month. 

' He dias already faithfullyr and. plainly . signified ^the .na^re of his 
situation with relation to the sliips declared to trade in opium. ' And he 
how^ again announces in xlistinct terms, that he has no authority to pursue 
tfie course indicated in the Edict of the 20th. 

, , Ycur Excellency, is, ui all respects, the fit Judge of your own duties 
and.rcspuosibUity, .aad jt certainly corisifetS with your Excellency’s power 
sjw adopt iUc«e,. or any more yiplent measures Which may be determined 
upon. ' • ■ 

. The,. Undersigned has only to remark upon this Subject, that it will he 
. hisdniiu^^in'to (Itity to rep’qrt to Her’ Majesty’s Government, and to the 
j^pveriiincnj-/pf ,lw<fia,,these nicnaeCs’ of'aii interrupted commerce, and of 
‘ his own expuisipu froiii, the' Einphe; because he^cannot, within the space 
of one mpdiiht parry into effect extensive measures, wliith ydiir E.\cellenoy 
knows fie is without authority or power in take at'all.- 
. . It ;is . to be feared that this intelligence will occasion extreme distress 
to distant men, and too probably, senbiis misunderstandings between the 
;,twp: Governments..,,, V ’ 

Upon these grave considerations, it is'not'ihe province of the -Undcr- 
...signed to do mprq tl^n touch, and he. will, therefore, only avail 'himself of 
this occasion to renew'toVour Efxbdllency, &c;‘&c. 

.V " Y .(Signed)- -CHARLES''. ELLIOT. 






No* 113. 

Captain ^Uiot to the Foreign Office.- — {Recewed JVf«ty 21. 1838.) 

(Ext^h-ct.) Macao, January \\i, 1838 

' THE btiat of a Mr. Just (a British subjct-t. and watch-maker; 
residfeht at Canton) was visited a few evenings- since, being then aboyt 
tw0 miles above the Factories^ by some Mand<'irin nmners, and there they 
disCciVcred thtee cases of Opiurn.^ This is the first instance, for many 
years,-' of a- searching- visit- on boanl .Europtian boats, and it is to. be 
appriihended the practice may be inconveniently extended;, tlie more sp, 
as several of the.se boats are armed. 

- ft sPems that' this affair might have been settled on the nigid it 
happened, by a bribe of 2,000 dollars to the seiiting olliccr; but Mr. Just 
would not "go beyond the half of that sum.-: t)n the next day, the 
matter necessarily fell -yvithin: the knowledge of a wider circle of Alan- 
darins, who would all reqviire bribery to keep the business out of the 
Viceroy’s public sight. In due course, therefore, the demand for bribes 
amounted to 6,000 dollars; a«d at the'date of the last advices from 
Canton (the I6th), the affair was still unfinished, and the terms foi* accom- 
modation -w'ere rising rapidly. If -the seizure, is publicly reported to the 
Viceroy, it will lead to some serious mischief; and tii all events, the 
Hong merchant, who is the landlprd of Mr. Just’s house (and who has 
no more to do with the business than I have) vvill be a Severe svilfercr. 


No. 114. 

Captain Flliot to Viscount Paltnerston.-^^Received June 4, 1838.) 

My Lord, Macao, February 5, 183S. 

THE paper I have the honour, to inclose, is a Memorial from "the 
■ProvinciaL Government to the Emperor, regarding the contraband trade; 
'-and proposing the stoppage of the regular commerce, till the opium- 
receiving ships shall have hnally taken thmr <lcparture from Lintiu and 
•the neighbouring anchorages, 

-> ■ . This document, , to which the Cluneise' appear to attach considcraWe 
! importance, left Canton fqr the Court, towards the end . of December, so 
that the answers n\ay be expectett in the, com*se of a few weeks. AndT 
liave been led to understand, i.t, is possilble that the same dcspat(*hcs wdll 
furnish the Provincial Government with instructions, in reply to the 
';report of my retirement from Cn-ntou.. ;. 

/! In.my judgment,, the interruption of the, trade is less likely to ensue 
from the conimands of the Court, than from some grave disaster arising 
oat, of coUisioA between; the Government craft and our own armed boats 
on the river.. !. • ; ' 

Loss of life in a cmifliet' of, that k)nd, wbuld at once* compel the 
GdV$riin)en(i.J;. 0 ;. 4 milppt the urgent proceedings; and the actual con- 
dition of circumstances, -'certaimy’ renders such a catastrophe prdbabic iu 
the very highest degree. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 
Chief Superintendent. 
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Inclosure in No. 1 14. 

Memorial /rom the ('lorernor, Itieatenant Governor, and Hojrpo, to the 

Knipcror, reffurding the eji-isthig stale of. the contraband Trade, ^c. 

TllK Governor, Lieiitcnanl, Governor, and Hop(K), forwarded on the 
30th of December, 1837, a joint memorial to the Kmperor, respeeti»ig‘ the 
nieasure.s mlopted against the receiving-ships, the actual condition of 
thos(^ ships, aiul.lhe repeated seizures macle of sycee silver and opium, and 
' of the boats wliich supply the shif)s with provisions, in answer to the Im- 
perial ( ’oiumaiul.s. 'I'hcy intreat His iVlajesty graciously to <!ondescend to 
examine t!u\se subjects. 

We received, in the month of October, through the Grand Council of 
Stale, an iiu|)erial decree, of the hdlowing tenor: — 

“ 'Pang and the others (the Lieutenant Governor and the Hoppo) 
have sent in a report, from which it appears, that thev had given orders 
to drive t?ie receiving-ships away, andado[»ted measures to seize the opium 
dealers and smugglers. 

'^Phe Englisli receiving-ships and merehantriien, witli those of other 
nations, under pretence of seeking shelter against storms, h«,vc. of late 
years, sailed itito the inner .seas. The Hoi^g merehants were, therefore, 
ordered to enjoin it upon the Sjiperiiitcudent of the said nation, that he 
should make all the receiving-ships, anchored at Lintin and other plaec.s, 
return to their country, and should not permit them, as formerly, to remain 
at anchor and loiter about. As socm as the reeeiving-sliips should get 
under weigh to return to their country, the Hong merchants had orticrs 
to report the same. 

“ It is foiuid, on examiimtion, that an entire clearance of the fast 
boats [a class of smuggling boats] has been nuide; but the various clas.ses 
of vessels still engaged in smuggling, are yet numerous; and their uefa- 
riops {)ractices, as well as thosi* of the opium dealers, are such as canTioi 
be permitted to go on. Therefore orders have been issued to the civil as 
well as nav.al authorities, diligently to direct the <*ruizers under their 
eominand, in makitig careful search and seizing aU such offenders. 

“ One of the greatest cwils under which the province of ( ‘aiiton groans, 
is, that barbarian ve.ssels,, anchoring in the inner seas, form connexions 
for. smuggling. The Governor and the others ought to investigate care- 
fully, whether the said foreign Superintendent has indeed obeyed the 
injuiiclious. and the foreign shij)s have now sailed, t)r not: and the> must, 
by, all means, compel them all to return home vvitliout delay. If, however, 
they dare, to compromise this pjatter, and I, the Emperor, should after- 
wards, ii[K)n ijicpiiry, Imar of it,, or any one shoidd bring an accusation to 
that effeet, 1 shall, in that ease, only hold the said .Governor and his 
co]le;igues responsible. . The most severe nieasures must be adopted 
against the smuggling craft, that their seizure may be effected; and my 
expectation is, that they may Imj .extirpated, roof and branch. After 
having marie an ocea.sional seizure,, do not immediately say, that you have 
annihilated the w'holc, and fio leave room for (‘ontinued illegalities and 
crimes. 

“ Acriuaint with these orders, Tang and Ke, and let them transmit 
the same to Wan (the Hoppo). Respect this.” 

[Here, eg ds .the quotation of the’ Imperial Order recently, received, 

to whieiv the authorities make the following reply.] 

* 

We, yo hr Ministers, read this, in a kneeling fjosture, . with -deepest* 
venoratibn,. adpiirlng the care bestowed by your Majesty upon a corner of 
the sea, and the’ earnest desire shown to remove .with energy, the existing 
evils. . , ■ . , '*■ : . c ■ • 

Having carefully .esfarnined. the .charts of the .innei^ ,nnd outer scias, we 
« find that the Lgdrone. Islands, constitute theiy. boundary. . Beyond ; them, 
is, the wide and boundless oceait, theiblaqU-wate/ of the.Xoreign.seas* which, 
are not.,under the .cpntroufof the central territory; Inside of ,thein,,at>,s 
the.jgilffi^s, fpr instance, ^f^f,,iptio, the Nine . jh^lanids,\nhd^ 



are the “outer seas,” which are under the jurrsdictiou of Canton. Where 
the sea washes the shore of the interior distrieta, it is called the “inner 
sea,” and of sudi inlets Kuin»inp;nioon aflords ah instance, llavbartan 
ships, since 1830, under pretence of seeking- shelter from the winds, hav<r 
sailed frequently in Kutnsingmoon. during- the fourth and fifth inonlhs. 
and remained at anchor there until the ninth, .As soon as tin- uoi\h wind 
set in, they removed to Lintin unrl anchored (here. In the winter of last 
y-cai. ^wo prohibited this most st-vcrely. and also creeled a battery at the 
enlranee. whilst we stationed there a naval squadron to prcveiit mo.st 
strenuously the ingress of the ship. No barbarian tfi-aft, therefore, 
entered, but they <‘ontinued to anchor at Idntin and the adjoining plfu-es. 
Whilst, thus, no r<*<’eiviug-ship now remains in the “inner seas.” it is 
nevertheless a fact, that they .still exist, in the “ outer seas.” 

Formerly, in i-egard to the rcceiving-ship-s anchored in the outer seas, 
the eommandei-s of the eniiwM-s always stalcfl, that their coming- and 
going were so uncertain, that their actual number (-ould not be ascer- 
tained. We, your Ministers, however, concf^iving (hat the names and 
number of the receiving-ships were generally Known, and that it was 
reejuisite to obtain accurate information regarding tln-ni. before adr)pt.ing 
measures against them, would not permit them thus. to eonecfil the facts, 
and refrain from speaking out freely: thus “to close the car while the 
earrings were beitig stolen.” We, therefore, last year, gave orrlers to all 
the naval ernizers, to aseertaln their exact numbers, and if, frenn time to 
time, any newly arrived or went away, and to present reports regarding 
their movement.s every ten days. They conmninieated the result of their 
investigation, having found, after due examination, that there were 
altogether twenty-five .sail, which had staid there for- a longtime. The 
greater nuinlxM- were Knglish country ships; and' there were, besides,' 
v(*ssels under the American. Frenc-h, Dutch, .Manilla, and Danish flags, of 
each from one or two, to three or four. Some came, and others wcui, Vrut 
tlieir average number did irot exceed this. These, then, are the facts as 
to the existing luimbcr of the rceciving-ships. 

When, in obedience to the Imperial Orders, we had is.sued, this year, 
our strict injunctions to the said Hong merchants and tire Superintendent 
Elliot, to send tliese ships ba(-k to their country, a Nav-al Captain subsc- 
(juently reported, that in September, one single shij). a Dutch one, had 
lifted her anchors and sailed out beyond the Ladronc. The truth of this 
we have ascertained by inquiry. Since, however, only c)ne vessel had left, 
wc could not then report the cireumst-.im-e ; for the remainder, although 
they also had hoisted their sails, and lifted their anchors, yet, moving 
some to the east, and others to the west, they ha<l none of them proceeded' 
beyond the Ladrom^ Islands. Though unwilling to offer contumacious 
disobedience, yet they cannot refrain from lingering about, indulging 
hopes and anticipations. For these are not matters of one year alone,' 
nor arc the vessels from one country only. Though the (jpium is con- 
traband, yet to them it is a j)roperty highly valuable; and thesis clcpraved 
barbarian.?, hankering after gain alone, arc therefore unwilling to throw 
this commodity away, and use every possible cxpetlient an(i means to! 
obtain some temporary respite. This is the true cause why it is yet a fact, ‘ 
that all the receiving-ships have not within the .allotted period .mailed 
away. 

'We, your Ministers, are under the highest obligations, for having 
been vouchsafed the great .and high favour of being eutrustetl with the 
command of the sea-coast ; and our duty is to eradicate cvci-y depraving 
and vicious practice. We received, on a previous occasion, theexpres-' 
sion of your Majesty’s pleasure, enjoining us to issue severe ordess to the 
Hong' merchants, in regard to the sending home of the* receiving-ships. 
We have now again received a proof of yOur Majesty condescension 
in investigating these matters; and, burning with the deepest anxiety, we- 
are filled' with mar and tremMhig. Having again issued severe orders to 
the Merchants, Howqua and the others, to command the instant depar- 
ture of these vessels, they reported to us, that the Sujjerintendcri L Elliot 
would not give , them precise ^and true answers to this requirement, and 
that, m reply to their inquiries* addressed to the foreign merchants'^ they 
were; the recieiving-sh^ were not the property of thc^- tper- 



(Jhatite, an^ itr Wasr thercToi’lfe, tti^6iir‘ jSoweir 

Thus, they on all hands make excuses, and again seek for de^ay. 

Ministers', iiavo'oh fexaminationv found that,* according tp 
law, whenever foreigners prove Jrefractdry.'tlie trade ought to- be stojjiyp^i 
in order to give a ftiir warning and merited - punishment. As -they a^ 
thi|s .determinate in pui’suit of gain. 'aiid can come to no resdlutibft.Nb 
send away the ships] there ought to be a temporary stoppage’ df ' the 
trade, in order to cut (>lf their expectations'! • 'Yet/'sd many .nations parjl- 
Cipate in this oninmeroei while the receiving-ships' Ixdohg only i6'«i jfeiv 
States, that <luc irn’cstigation ought' to be made, ‘so ds to distih^nisH 
•between them, 'and to' ■ prevent good' foreigners from' sairerihg by this 

VVe have, therefore, ordered the Hong merchants to inquire^ ‘ h'oW 
many nations have hitherto had commercial' inter^'oufsb,? ho'w many 
amongst them hdve traded honestly, and had no receiving-ships? aiid 
how many there have really been possessed of such ship? We directed 
them to send in a distinct and clear statement of these ntatters, for diir 
guidance in adopting measures. . i . 

We, at the same ' time, gave the 'strictest orders, that they should 
again enjoin your Majesty’s strict commands tipon the resident foreign 
merchants, not permitting them to make excuses to obtain delay and 
extricate themselves from this dilemma; but threatening, if again they 
should prove dilatory, and still should nourish, hopes, tn.'Jt the hatches 

page of the trarlc ensue. We 


cr fully, ' whether it be better 
to <!xjst, or that they .should 


shall be immediately closed, and a stop 
desired those foreign merchants to con§id( 
that the)' sulTcr these receiving-ships stil 

continue to rcaj) for ever the advantages of a free [legal] commCiX*e,- 
to weigh well, which of these two things will be the gain, and which the 
loss, we desired that *they should carefully make their clcclion, and that 
they should no longer, by nCrsevcring in their blindness and refusing to 
be awakened, bring upon tncmsclvCs cause for bitter repentance. 

W e find, on examination, that every nation earns a subsistence by this 
trade. All the merchant!^ run together, bringing hither their goods tp 
exchange for our commodities. They certainly, will - not consent to throw 
away their property by waiting here at a ruinous loss of time. The 
rhubarb, the te.is, thC ' porcelairt, the silk, and other articles of this 
country, are moreover necessary to those nations.* On account of distur- 
bances created by barbarians* in 1808, and in 1834, the hatches were 
closed, and afterwards they earnestly supplicated to have tliem re-opened; 
Hence it appears, and past evchts fully prove it, that the various nations 
cannot withdraw' themselves froth' looking np to the flowery central land? 
If they bd how intimidated, therefore, by the stojjpage of trade, they Will 



lie sent' away by j them, th'cn headers Wil^ 'foll mto thcir/formcf 
course, and there will bd'nd'rifeed tO' fake' any Tnrtjier- measures.' ' If, hc[wi' 
ever, they, ^vith inveterate obstimacy, still offer open defiance to thejaiys,' 
it will then Be for us to adopt heW expedients, arid propose to the Court 
other mcastlrcs for their puriishiricntf. ' ’uu ■ ><'* 

We have, adule suggesting t, his course, written at' the ^me tiqie’jjfd 
the Naval Coriimander-ih-chicf of the proViilce, 'He*i^dWiii 

UTiers ‘ bicriseTf ' ndHht ' rir»C!isU*r7»a mr’- 


yfitlv the 


itot to allow any to Be ca^felehs and iieglectftU’.df' their nor yet'iSpi 
cottitnitSnelV blunders as niay give Hse to afli-hys ihd t|friTO.'^‘^f‘ is 
. confident cxpeclaHori; that theseVsteps, will' be attend wl Vith‘*adVanta^;^ * 
We call to mind, that the reegiving-ships anchhre'd irf'^the dutefsi^ll^ 
; need a daily supply of the nee'essari^ of life^ fdr/ndiieji*'thfcy are' 11^ 
pendent on onr country. ^W'oithlc^’ vagabond^' froih Wast'*Si^' 
accustomed ^’embjirk in small bbate^ pretending'l^^dibut fishing; 
they in fact put a vkrrety of: proyillonk and otb^' mteles oil 
TO tb t.he,,hhips"td seK them :* these'^^»tl«d 

bar.bi^iahs, while they can look to '^W for supplies, are thereby enabled 



.w - s#iilies w«sitKct|<:.off„we iniglit auo<^. 

_ grttlftg ridvfifjth^.,,. . ;,.V,. •, •<, .'-..vr.;, ■ .-■ ?J. - .!? ;. 

.W®* your have jfqr some time past»$ 9 ]^etseixum“or eifnum 

qbarar^ , and smugglers; pf every description, witlmat . mercy,, in order <tQi 
]pmvd^t.tth<^ exportatipp of Syeee silver and the importation of opium, and 
thn^ to^put.^ stop to,, this contraband traffic, Wc have .now al^ giyen 
to capture thpsp bum'lJpats* and not to permit them , to have com* 
mnpipatiibn.With the shipapn the outer seas, in order that we:inay cut off 
the- supplies of tho^. vicious, men. .. The said barbarians will then have 
apthing to hope for; . their expectations will be. groundless; matters will 
epme^to extremes; an^ circumstances will then necessarily, bo. changed; . 
so thSt the fountain may be purified, the stream of impurity being In fyai 
.igr^tosted....- ' 

, ,,^cpo|*ding to tbc; reports forwprdedi«by the officers of the Tapang 
and Heangshan , stations, fopr. of these. bum-boats, with .some cargos 
apd twentjr-cigJxt .vagalwttds dn, them, had been token, and sent , to th^ 

E rovbicial, city,, where the men will meet with a most severe judgmental 
lin Tszeliu, Chin A ark, and Ting Asan, together with other .scoundrels 
fprmerJy, taken with,,Sy(;ee silver and opium, .have been .repeatedly 
examined, .and , their sentence him bepn forwarded for the imperial, 
approval,. During the present year, according to the report .transmittetl 
by the military and. civil. authorities and other .official persons, ithoy bava 
made, from the beginning offspring, until,, the; close of December, thirtji^ 
seiTUircs, — in all ,a hundred 'and fortyt-four ofTcmlers ; of . silver, -eigh^ 
thousand six hundred and. sixty-pnc taels .in Sycce, and three thousand 
and twenty-seven taels in foreign money; and of opium, three thousand 
eight hundred and forty-two catties. The crirainafb were all severally,., 
Judged : the money was giycn os a reward to the captors, and the opium 
was burned. The haunts of opium dealers have also been found out, and; 
after investigation, the public seal was placed upon them, while orders 
were issued for the apprehension of the .persons ircquentjng. them. , The 
above particulars are all authenticated by entries on the recorxls. 

Your Ministers luive now been (earnestly engaged in these measures 
for one year. They dare not, yet say thpt their efforts have had the fidl| 
effect to be desired. But, with regard to the existing state of things in the 
Provincial city, it may be observed,; that the price of Sycee silver is at 
present very low ; and that. opium, one ball of which, on board the foreiga .; 
vessels, formerly cost the,. traitorous nations aljqat thirty dollars, brings, 
now only from sixteen to eighteen dollars. Of the smuggled silver,. t9i0!i> 
that ha,s been seized, a large portion has beep foreign, money, which would 
seem to imply that to pxpbrt silver ; is now. comparatively difficult.i (The, 
proofs of tnc foreigners, having to Bell at reduced prices, and of theis 
receiving payment in foreign money, being thus clear, the .course that has 
now been adoptod, if pursued with.* vigour, and firmness, for, a Jong period, 
and if followed iip by the ,sev-r.ure of Sycce silver, and the capture, of buip' 
betato, as .measures of. the hrst imppr,t,ance,.will greatly .tend to increase 
this, wealth., of . the port< I’emoye , abuses, • and will thus prove 

extn^ely. beneficial. . . .. 

. .Dut, fthere being many.jpmfty and . cunning devices which fail,, of . 
sucoe’ss, numerous complaints have., hence, arisen, .proceeding from, 
malicious tongues, that tliesp. failures arci brought on by the measiiro^ now 
i^opl^. .,^mq there arc, hobbling scstudn^bmongers, . who represent, , thg^t 
wei,rYPfu*,Mihisif‘rs, ,ii[.l^Siim,ghl^b 3 f Uv>eo who, bring reach offerings, in tbeir 


hands, are; not,u^nv^(iIHng.^to, itccppt ..Others, speculating mcp,. of 

twined fortunes,, declare*! th# .the civilians the military officers, when, 
liberate,^ — that, in searching 
^^.qpntcbbsmd.anticl^lvithpy cptihriye only to annoy the. [hqjiest] nier- 
cna{Qit;|.f),nd.matt j'l'ithey perejhapee do inake. a, seizure,. tlnjy tlien niuke d 
, Dip O^^W^hshd.gopds have been. 8u.iifc^ and i’U'O lost. Others, 
agiahl,^ are there, apxtov^i h>^on, Mthp lament these, proceed* 

sincc.^tli^ejsc .prgently-preventiyo have b^eu 

. — I «. _^jr of g<?odet,has beeb.,% f]ro^,briiS(lb 
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so that tlie merchants cannot preserve themselves from overwhelming 
embarrassments, and that part of Canton province must be reduced, to 
vvrcicliedness ; further. <hat since search is now being made in everyplace, 
for idle people and vagrants, in order to* seize them, many of the boat 
people arc in consequence thrown out of employment, and it may justly be 
feared, tlfat tlicy will be driven to plunder, ;ind that robberies will daily be 
multiplied. 

These and similar rumours are confidently eirculated ; but they are 
all the slanderous assertions of the credulous or the malicious, intended to 
trouble <h(' niirujs of us, your Ministers, to disturb the steadiness of our 
hearing, and confuse the correctness of our vision. 

Though we venture [not] to be wholly wedded to. our opinions, nor to 
act as if we heard nothing, ami though, therefore, we seek, to examine-, 
with the groate.st impartiality, every well-founded rumour, and all well- 
aut luuitieatcd accusations of abuse, with the hope of preserving the 
whole system t)f alfairs free from taint or iinperfection ; yet will we not 
give w.ay to apprehensions, which would render us fearful to begin 
anything, or afraitl to carry it to an ending, and would reduce us to the 
coiulition of him, who having a hiccotigh, left off swallowing food. 

VVe will faithfully, with our whole hcait and soul, discharge our duty 
in managing these affairs, and will allow in ourselves no remissness in the 
issuing of orders to that end. H.aving received such great and abunilunt 
favours froni your Majesty, we dare not screen t)ursclves even from the 
mali<-e of rancourous siaiider, and never will we incur the guilt of acting 
deceitfully or ungnatefully. Thus wc would hope to meet your Sacred 
M.ajesty’s most earnest wish, that wc should make truth our motto. 

We have thus minutely' repi'csented matters to your Majesty, and 
have united in preparing this memorial, in rtiply to your Majesty's 
commands. 

Tni(i Tran.slation. 

(Signed) J, R<uit. Morkison, 

Chinese Secretary and interpreter. 


No. 116. 

Viscount Palmerston to Captain Elliot. 


Sir, 


Foreign Office, June 15, 1838, 


TIEIl Majesty’s (Jovernment have had under tlicir consideration' your 
despatchc.s of the 29th November and 4th December, 1837, in which you 
report your proceeding.s in execution of the Inatruetion.s conveyed to you in 
my despatch of last year, relative" to the manner in which you sliould send 
comniimications to, and receive them from, the Chinese Authorities at Canton. ■ 

I have to acquaint you that Her Majesty’s Government approve the course 
which you have pursued ; and as theGhinese Authoritu^s persisted in their refusal 
to communicate with you in the manner rcquiied. Her Majesty's Government 
con.sidcr that you were perfectly right in retiring from Canton to Macao. 

With respect to the smuggling trade in • opium, wlik-lr forms the subject of 
your dt.spatches of the 18th and 19th November, and 7th December, 1837, I 
have to state, that Her Majesty’s Government cannot interfere,.for the purpose 
of enabling British subjects to violate the laws of the country to which they 
trade. Any Joss, therefore, which such persons maysufler in consequence of the 
more effectual execution of the Chinese laws on this subject, must be borne 
by the parties who have brought that loss on themselves by their own acts. 

Withrespect to the plan proposed by you in youV despatch of the 19tli No- 
vember, for sending a Special Commissioner to Tchusan, to endeavour to effect 
some arrangement with the Chinese Government about the opium trade. 
Her Majcsty’.s Government do not see their way in such a rocasure.^witb suffi- 
cient clearness to justify them in adopting it at the presebt moment, ' 

’ I amj &c., 

^ (Signed) PALMEIlSTONr^ 
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No. 117. 

‘ Captain Elliot :to Vucount Palmerston, — (Received November 12, I8;J8.) 

My Lord, Macao, Marched, J838. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit a letter IVom Mr. Robert Inglis, 
C’ha'rman of a meeting of certain creditors on the bankrupt Hong lling- 
tac, (Covering a memorial to your Lordship, and a printed copy of the 
correspondence which has taken place between the foreign crcKlitors and 
the Provincial (Jovernment upon the subject of their claims. 

The Inclosure No. 4, is my reply to Mr. Inglis. 

Your Lordshi]) will no doubt ticsire to be placed in possession of the 
fullest means of forming a decision on thi.s appeal to Her Majesty’s 
Government, 

And I have, therefore, considcretl it right to transmit a statement 
recently published at this place, entitlecl “ 'fhe Chinese Security Mer- 
chants in Canton and their debts.’” It is the work of a gentleman 
formerly in the Company’s China Service, and subsequently of many years’ 
mercantile experience in this country. 

A diligent application to the subject may entitle me to testify to that 
portion of this able exposition which is matter of record, and I feel that 
I am only performing an act of duty to your Lordship, in respectfully 
drawing it under your attentivl’! notice. 

The extremely serious embarrassments which form the ground of tho 
memorial 1 have h:ul the honour to transmit, have had their origin since 
the opening of the tr.ade, and are altogether the result of commercial 
transactions, in stnmg distinction to former bankru])tcies, which arose 
for the most part out of spccidation of money advances on a high rate of 
interest. 

This lirst occasion of such a crisis as the present, scorns to me to be 
a necessary and a favourable conjuncture for combining just demands for 
prompt [)ayment, with earnest clforts to establish our commerce in this 
Empire on a sounder basis. 

The free traders, it will probably be felt by Her Majesty’s Government, 
arc not in a situation to^sustain a long deprivation of large portions of 
their trading capital. Or, indeed, looking to the period for payin(;nt either 
yet otfered, or likely to bo offered, and having regard to the r.-itcof interest 
in the country, the state of facts might more j>ro[)erly be described fco 
amount to a total absorption of their capital. 

. They are wholly withotit the means which the Company possessed of 
re-establishing the balance, by the power of practically regulating the 
market Imre, and also to a very considerable extent in Europe. 

Indeed, my Lord, there is strong reason to conclude, that nothing 
but considerable modification of the Chinese monopoly can prevent the 
frequent retmrrenco of disasters of this description, each more, complicated 
and extensive than the last. , 

Being anxious to forward these papers just received from Canton, by 
the present opportunity, 1 would beg j our Lordship to accept my excuse 
for a hurried despatch on a very important subject, to which, however, 1 
shall recur in. tho course of a few days. , 

I Htivc 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

laclosure. I in No. 117. 

' • Mr, Jnslis to Captain Elliot, 

Sir, f Canton, March 2i, 18dS. 

' . - ... 

IN ;,par«oancc of the r^lution of a public meeting of British 
, merchants, held in Canton, on the 21st instant, I have the honour, jis 
^^”Chtwrnj»n of th^ meeting, to. ^nd you a memorial, adopted by the firms 
whose signatures are attaclifed'ito it, addressed to Her Majesty’s Chief 
S^crOtfefVfbirFdretgil Alf'air s, upon the subject of their claims the 
Chin^^npfi^ merchants. 1 have further to request, in the name 1^'tbe 

■’•'v ■ . 'j'V' .•U-.",-' '2, i#,2 ,,> ■ , 



jnemoria)istB«^tlK^t.yoti will transjipit it to the Fcweign 'Secretary, occonstsU 
panied by. such explanation aad remarks as; in your .opinion;' may 'be 
desirable for the. information of Her .Majesty’s Government, upon thfe ^ 
'sub^ectof which-' it- treats ; and il . have great pleasure in. concurring, iiil; 
the hopp of tlie subscribers, that the prayer^of the memorial will be found,' > 
to. merit and obtain your most cordial and zealous support; ' ‘ ' . • . . 5 1 

The document is accompanied by a printed copy of the correspond*^ *> 
cnce referred to in it, between the foreign Creditors ;of the Hongs, and the 
Chinese authorities of Canton. 

(Signed) * INGLIS.‘> 


. Inelosurc 2 in No. 117. . 

Mffmorial to Viscount Patmerston, 

My Lord, Caitlon, March 'Z\,1S2S. 

WE. the Undersigned British mcrehants, trading at Canton in 
China, have the honour to address your Tjordship, through the mediation 
of Her Britannic Majesty’s Chief Superintendent, respoeting’ certain heavy 
debts owed to us by the Chinese Hong merchants: and wc resj)cctfully 
hnt earnestly in treat >oiir Lordship to lay^our case before Her Majesty’s 
('onneil, with a view to bhtain the powerful iiiterj)f>sition of our own 
Government, with that, under winch we at present live, to endeavour to 
obtain an early j)nynient of our aelual claims, and a readier means of 
recovery of those which, under the existing- cirenmstances of the foreign 
trade with this country, wc must, wc fear, inevilidjiy incur in future. 

Your Lordship is aware, no doubt, that wc. are limited in our 
dealings In all the principal staples of the' legal foreign tratle with China, 
to al)out a tio7.cn parlies. (;alled Hong or Security inerehants. These 
merchants trade separately, hut they arc mutually responsible for the 
Government diVes which each may incur,' and also for their respective 
debts to the foreigners. Your memorialists ere allowed no voice in the 
nominalltin of these security merchants; tior have wc any means to ascer- 
tain their ciijiital or other (lualijications for their trust; hut the Chinese 
Government, which takes tins responsibility upon itself, guarantees the 
cilgagcmenlii which the Chinese nicrch,ants. form with ns; and the prin- 
cipal of the Hong debts, vldthout interest, has always been paid for the j 
last tvyt^nty or thirty years, by the whole body, or Co-llong, under the 
authority of the Government. 

The period, however, 'within whi,eh ihe debts should be paid, has becri\ 
left to' be settled between the see.uHt.y 'merchants and the foreigners, atid’ ’.^ 
has always been a point of much eontention. 'l.'he former have usually 
succeeded in fixing n term of yciirs within which. the forpigu capital in 
their possession might tlo'uhl'e itself ahhost 'twice over by cpmpotihd in-*' 



u A..* through their large 

transactions with the Hongs' ; faci)itie.s whicn .your niigmorhilists hb longer^ ^ 
enjoy," ' ■■ ' ' 

Of the' thirteen Hong ‘rhWbhants ^dveh ’ ekistbd ' at’ ' the 'bic^iniiihg of 
1837, three or four arc now , avowed!^,' ihsotvbht; ' TKeir lihUtid HieDtS,'.’ 
according to their own: repbrt,' 'amdont’td upVar^s 6f 3,00d,0P|()'d^^^ 
beside^j about 750^000 dollars wliich' they bw’c tb, the''(jlt)ybrnm%t’ fbi*'’ 
dutjfesV VGnc of theSe security met chants, named ^ Mliig-ta^i, .V.Kas been 
fofihaTly.dbclared baliktaipt, ahd* his debts toTortfighers,’ prbVed fedih-‘' 

f..«' it..,' t,.'. Wui, rt.,- rj. 




..6r«fc^4hat.it is impoUtic'-to tistablish ilie’>procedo»t'''of ipiich a'-'protracted 
payment in this first settlement ef a debt -under the free- trade ’Sj-istemt i 
which debt arises. entirely -out of ractuai transactions- of - trade, and so rar\^ 
differs from- all former debts ; and, secondly,.bccause weSwisli to take this * 
opportunity' to iprocuro a -settlement, of the debts of dll- tlie insolvent • 
Hongs,, with a view , to understand our exact position with themv and to 
endeavourto trade upoji sOmo Safer system in future. 

f ' f Toe- debts/ owing by the. Go-.hong, whether to ihe CJov^rnmcnt or 
to foreigners, have never been paid entirely out of their own ” resources; ■ 
but chiefly by means Of extra duties levied upon tlic principal staples of 
thb^ . foreign ' trade r and the Hong merchants propose to li((uidate the 
debts now under considcratlQiuin a similar way. . Such duties once imposed, 
appear never to be taken oil' again, when the first, occasion for them has 
ceased, but to be still levied under pretext of creating a fund, called the 
Consoo-Fund, to niect futurq. eixigcncieSj of the Co-hong, whether occa- 
sioned by debts to the foreigners, or by deihiuids from the Fniperor, to 
meet ^he exfieuses of his wars, or other extraordinary expenditure of the , 
State. There is no reason to suppose, hotvoycr, that sticli a fujnd has ever 
really existed, or that the Chinese Authorities Ijave ever recognized it; , 
blit they have sanctioned the imppsitioiii of duties, from time to time, for 
the payment, of specific debts, and have coiiniycd at their ctmtinuance to 
feed, as is supposed, their o\yri exactions,' IndcpcnUeut of the extra.-, 
ordinary ilcmaiuls of the Emperor upon the security merchants, tliey arc , 
exposed to almost daily extortions on the' part, of the local authorities, 
chiefly the f lo])pp, or Collcctijr of Customs, and his subordinatc.s, which, 
have al\vay.s imjibvcrished theni, ‘even when, they, f^haped in the large 
certain profits of the East 'India Company’s trade. .Tliey have .incurred .. 
heavy losses in their trading transactions since, the expiration of tlve. East 
India Company’s Charter ; and .seem .likely to .su.lfcr still ,moi*t^ sevoroly,; 
since the same parties have now to cbhdiich.a niore extended businc.s,s, in, 
competition with the intelligepcc and greater activity of the i*ree- traders, 
to which neitlier their capital nor inoile of conducting cpmmerec seem • 
adequate. ' . , ■ : .< 

Coiisidering these circumstances, your iVfcraprialisl's sec reason to , 
approliend that any addition to the duties aipon the, foreign .trade,, inerely . 
suflicicht to liquidate the. Irorrign, debts 'will, without some weighty inter- . 
]>osition witb.tho lihperial.jCiovcrniucut, be maiiily, diverted. to the payment., 
of extraordinary demands by the Authorities pii the Co-hong*, ivhidi it ig , 
known arc now beings urged upon ,that body ; and thereby not only pro'-... 
tract the settlement of bur claims, but occjisipu an . accumulation of . new 
dpbts^ion the. part of the, security m.crchantis, which it. nuiy, require more 
than remonstrance bn the part qf .the British Government, , at, spine future, 

time.,".. / I - .. ' > 

Ybn.r Memorialists arp aware pf the, difTiculty of; changing the,, 
institution^ pnd of a people jikp thp Chinjese | and .dp not, therefore, 

ask ,pf ,Hcr ,J^je8ty’s ,GQyerm^ent,,..tb, vcq great or .sudden , 

cl^angqk iu the regufatronk. ,uij(l,cr trade with this Empire ; but 

we bunibly, submit ’ to yppr Lph^hips, .deci'sipu, .vvlictlun* the Chinese,, 
Gpym’hmqnt,,sp, long a^ ,it.stiall./m.sis^ qpnfihing; our trade to sp, 
siua'IV a number of its merchants^ is hot bbuiid to take care that thp^e, / 
merchgpts ,ha.ve,pfliciept^,J?»l?d,.9<V^hd their; trust.; gnd yfl^ther 

oh.tne.trjutsfcy, dr qnp capital to tbiem, ui the shape of th.e debts . . pi ques-./ ? 
tibq, whiqli.liecqmci^ unaYpidable iin , c^^'du of ah oxtensrvp pora- 
m'erce witli’ a mpndpbty ofjSuch lihiitcd.nieans, the, Imiicrial Guarantee 
ji — 'x'.> ....'..V. :t_i *‘*~"l has becP; bithcrto 

for the delay* in the,,! 



rnmt mqxm debts, incurred by, the ^llpngs. 

aU cyei|(|s wilhm a, , 
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irtducc the Eriipferor of China to inquire into the abuses of the forei^ 
trade at this port, and to correct the most lla^r'ant of them : %vhich are the 
o.vaetifjris of his officers and the inefficienGV of the Co-hong, the full know- 
ledge of which \yo presume to be withheld by tlie Canton Authorities from 
the Cq^rt of Peking ; and the latter effect would render no less service to 
the solvent Mong mej'cHants than to your Memorialists, and the whole of 
the foreign rcsiflcnts in (’anton. 

Your Memorialists do not think it necessary to trouble your 
Lordship with further details of our position as merchants in Canton, the 
pcculiai'itics of* which have, doubtless, reached your Lordship through an 
oHiciid c'luinncl ; and relying upon Lordship’s attention to the interests of 
British liommorcc and British merchants, to bring our request to the 
favourable notice of Her Majesty’s Government, 

Wc have, &e.. 


(Signed) 

Dcnt ANn Co., 

TiniNKR AND Co., 

BkM. ANi) Co.. 

Ijindsav and Co., 
l)mo.M ANn Co., 

I)aniei.i, ano Co., 

J. AN’I> VV. Cjiaqo and Co., 

T. II. Layton, 

\V'. f 1 ENDERSON, 

Pat Stewart, 

0. A.ND M. Rustomjee, 


Fox, Rawson, and Co., 
NaNABIIOY FftA.MJJ5E, 

F'ui.inton Maclean, and Co., 
Birby, Adam, ano Co., 

Gibb, Livingston, and Co., 

W. F. Getviaiell and Co., 
William Macdonald, 
llgOBERT Wise, Holiday, and Co., 
William 'J'homas Kinsley. 
Jamie.son and How. 


Inelosurc 3 in No. 117. 

Correspondence hetween the Local Government, Hong Merchants, and Foreign 

Merchants ; Relative to the Affairs of the Bankrupt TJing-lae Hong ; also 

Report of the Proceedings of the Committee of Ejcaminuiion, 

Messrs, Dent and others to the Governor of Canton, 

A RKSPKCTFUL Address, Having come to Canton for commercial 
purposes, we found that the Regulation allowed us to transact business with no 
one hut the ilong merchants. — Hhig-tac is a member of the Co-hong, and judging 
him, from all appearances, to bo in secure circumstances, we sold our goods to 
him — and he is now indebted in the large amount of a million and upwards of 
dollars — which he is unable to pay. 

Jt is out of the jiowcr of the foreigners to obtain information regarding the 
internal affairs of this country, and of the proceedings and dealings ol' the IJong 
merchants, with their own countrymen, but as they are specially appointed by 
the Government to conduct the foreign trade, we are induced to place every con- 
fidence in their stability and lioiiour. 

Under these circumstances, we have to request that your Excellency will be 
pleased to order an early payment of the Co-hong, in such manner as your Excel- 
lency may deem fit. 

' We have, &c., 


' Governor of Canton to Messrs, Dent and others, 

• 

TiliNG, Governor of Kiyjangttmg and Kwangse, issues this order to the 
Hong raerchanti, requiring them to be fully informi^d thereon. ' 

On the )|>st of April, I received from the English and other merchants. Dent 
and othtfrs, the following address. [See foregoing document.] 

This having come before me, the Governor, I have examined the subjwt. 
and find, that heretofore, Hong merchants have always’ been forbidden to, incur 
debts to foreigners,, and that in repeated instances ,.onj record, t hey ..have be#" 
severely pimish:^.(qr sp doing. And '^ith ri^gaixl to Xten-Kephang, pif t^ 
Hing-tac, he has-been In the situatipr^bfHong-rae^Jiwt, barely, sweri M 
ha.sbc in sij'-shdft a jtnite accuniulated debts to the large amopnt , or a ‘million 
||d upwards of dollai% ? • ^Wh^t ^ have 
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l^een. that could run to this extent ! The thing is-, too .ab.$urd — too extra- 
vagant! __ 

, If this .matter be not , fnitlifully and completely settled, where will, be our 
compassion to foreigners, and ho>y sliall wc prevent similar ippid even worse con- 
, duct in future ? ,I issue .therefore, this order. When it reaches the said senior 
Hong merchants,, let them, in obedience to it, immediately convene a i\K>6tiiig of 
all the Hong merchants, and examine the .accounts of Iling-tac, to ascertain 
clearly what are the real sums owing by the Hong to foreigners ; and let them 
equitat)ly and earnestly apj>ly themselves to make .some arrangement for tho 
settlement thereof. Within ten days, let them preseut a joini report on the 
subject, for my consideration. If tliey dare to regaid this lightly, or to delay 
and overstep the period, 1, the Governor, will maintain the laws linnly, as the 
solid mountains, and will assuredly direct the district imigislratc to close the 
Hing-tae Hong, and according to the law, apprehend the merchant, that he may 
be closely examined and punished. At the same time, the .said Senior mer- 
chants, together with all the other Hong merchants, shall alone be hold respon- 
sible. TIjc property of the foreigners 'cannot be left without an ultimate guarantee 
for its safety. 

.Let these commands also be enjoined on the foreign merchants, that they, 
knowing them, may act accordingly. These are the commands. 

Tauukwang, 13th year, 3rd month 19th day (23rd April, 1837.) 


To hh Excellency Ihe Governor o/ Canton, See., S(c., Ike. 

A RESI*ECTI''UL Address. — A petition was laid before your Exccliency 
on the 21st April, respecting the claims of foreigners on the Hing-tae Hong, to 
whicli your Excellency returned a gracious reply, ordering the Senior Hong mer- 
chants immediately to convene a meeting, and endeavour to form some arrange- 
ment for the .speedy settlement of our heavy claims, and to report on the same 
within ten days. Your Excellency was also graciously pleased to add that our 
property could not be left without any ultimate guarantee for its safety. 

Ill obedience to your Excellency’s conimunds, conveyed in the above reply, 
we sent in to the Senior Hong merchants, full and clear slatement.s ol’ our claim ; 
but up to this hour, although nearly two months have elapseil, they have made us 
no proposition for tho equitable settlement of our accounts ; and to the most 
earnest inquiries, we can only get the reply, “that Hing-tac has not furitishcd 
hi.s accounts, and that he objects to the sums claimed by foreigners.” 

These delays are so directly at variance with your Excellency’s command's, 
that wc are astonished they are ventured upon ; and that too, so far as your peti- 
tioners can judge, without the Co-hong taking any steps to obtain a correct 
knowledge of the accounts. 

Looking with confidence to your Excellency’s insisting on the previous orders 
being at once complied with. 

We are, &c.. 

Signed by Hing-tae’s foreign creditors. 


The Governor of Canton to the Hong Merchants. 

“ LET Ycn-Kecbang of the Hing-tae Hong, be most closely examined as to 
what extent liis debts have accunuilatM f and let it be ascertained, if the claims 
sent in by the barbarian traders, exceed the true amounts. Thus, when the tide 
ebbs, the rocks appear [i. e. the truth will be discovered]. But while both 
parties craftily endeavour to work their own advantage, they only pj’o^ract the 
just settlement, and do not Belp to bring the matter to a conciusiaii.” 

The petition presented the’ other day by Yen-Kechaug evidently diverged 
from and 'glossed over the truth. In my reply to him, I reprimanded him 
severely, and ordered him, within.a limited period, to produce his accounts for 
my inspection. — This is on record. 

^ Now, with reference to the present petition, 1 have ordered Howqua, 
^owqiia; and Pwankequa, to examine well, and act in obedience to the former 
jf^^y : 'Let them c^iiife Ven-Kechat^ within the therein mentioned. limit, to .make 
"dht a cteai;^hd t.ru^ of the debts owing by the Hong,* and i;$port 
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to me of the; same, that I may act accordingly. I^t them not pre'rmit any delay; 
'and let this, 'Jfe^ly, 1)0 ex^lhirfe,d'lo the barbarians^ fer ^eir 'infdrimiiltion-Bnd. 
obedience. ■ Do hot oppose.’- , j 

5th moon, 20th day (June 23nd,1837.V •* '' ■ ' '• ■ ■ ' 


The Hong Merchant^ to the Foreign Creditors. 

June 2?, 1837. 

A JIESPEX!]IT|^UJ^ Communication. We send copy of a statement of com- 
mercial transactions with you from the Iling-tae Hong, and the debts due to you 
thereon, and of which >ye beg your careful calculation. 

With regard to your suggestion itp us the other day, to request a Committee 
of two or three impartial persons, to examine the accounts ;~it appears to ua, 
after careful consicieration, that the examination of accounts is a thing totally 
dillcrcnt from arbitration, or question of principle, and that it is Requisite for the 
examination of accounts, that the parties through whose hands, the commercial 
transactions have been conducted should be present, as being alone able to know 
the truth of the accounts on any matters of detail. Wc would therefore request 
you to call immediately oii yon-Kcchang, to find his brother ycn-Ketseang, that 
the accounts may bo examined at a personal interview. Then they may be clearly 
settled, and all obstinate disputes respecting them may bo prevented. 

To make this request, it i.s that we trouble you, and with compliments. 

We are, &c.. 

Signed by twelve I long Merchants. 


The Hong Merchants to the Foreign Creditors. 

THIS is respectfully to inform you, virtuous elder brother, that you con- 
jointly with the other gcutlemeu, having reported Hing-lae’s debts to amount to 
upwards of 2,850,000 taels : wc compared his accounts and found tliem not to 
agree with yours. Yesterday, however, virtuous eider brother, you, and the other 
gentlemen denied ,tbe correctness of Hing-tac’s statement, and requested us to 
select three disinterested individuals to examine the accounts, and thus prevent 
confusion and cn'or. 

We have therefore requested Me.ssrs. Fdliot, Dent, and Green, to act as arbi- 
trators ; and beg also to remind you how requisite it is that you should procure 
Yen-Kctseang’s attendance : he alone understanding your accounts, having been 
the manager of the lling-tae Hong. Yen-Kechaug is both ignorant of your 
language, and of the commercial transactions which passed between you and the 
Hong, as he took no part in the sale department. 

Requesting you to inform yourself of the contents of the present letter 
which we now forward to you. ■ 

We are, Sic.,\ . 

Sigihid by the Hong-Merchants. 


The Foreign Creditors to the Governor of Canton, 

. , ' Canton,. Jutg, I, 1837. 

TO the Governor of the two Kwang Provinces, a respectful address.. . 

, On the 20th June, we presented a Petition in your l^cellency, regarding 
th^'delaysr which had occurred in making any arrangements for the .settlement 
the debts of Hfng-tae Hong. 

In reply yon gave orders that’ the accounts of the Hong; should ,lre im me- 
diately produced; ■ ' 

A statement from Yen-Keehang has been'corampniicatcd; to'us by the Hong 
merchants, in which all the accounts are disputad.and.objc<4iotrs raised' with no 
other object apparently than to protract , a just scttle^iOijkt jfi^m day 

showing a total Ij^prauce of the cdnc^nsicd' ^heHoi^*v4 i-in- ao- V v;. ' 

We have therefore now to reque^^that your Excellency win..ftydif^ ■ 
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of Yen^Ketseang who has. been the manager of fdl the comiherciai affaira of .the 
Hong since its establishment, and who can alone afford the necessary explana- 
lions, thus will all further evasion be. checked. 


The Governor of Canton to the Hong Merchants. 

♦ 

; ^ . July 7, 1837. 

TANG, President of the Board of War, and Governor of the two Kwang 
Provinces, issues this Edict for the information of the Hong Merchants, 

. Whereas on the 5th day of July, a petition was presented by the English 
merchants, Jardinc, &c., .stating the deht.s of Yen-Kechang of the Hing-tac Hong, 
toamount to 2,168,348.68 dollars as shown by the accounts which were correct and 
not in the least exaggerated ; and whereas Yen-Kechang presented a counter 
petition, complaining that the accounts I'endcred by the foreign traders were 
false, and their claims were greatly exaggerated, I comm.-nidcd the .senior IJorig 
merchants, Howqua, Sec. to accompany the two parties to the Consoo House and 
there arrange the matter between them. 

Now the said Hong merchants reported to me, that when they qnc.stioncd 
Yen-Kechang as to which of the accounts he objected to as incorrect, he showed 
himself etJtirc ignorantly of the matter, and ])nt them off with evasive answers. 
They then selected three barh^frians to unite with them to examine the accounts 
and to bring them to an equitable settlement. On this, Yen-Kechang selected 
indiscriminately from the various accounts, five which he objected to on the 
ground of incorrectness ; but they, the I long merchants, having carefully 
examined the said accounts, decided that they could not, in justice, be excepted. 
They also prepared two clear statements of all the Hong accounts which they 
pre.scnted with a petition praying me to examine and decide. 

On the same day. Dent, and other barbarian traders of various nations, pre- 
sented a petition to the following effect [^here follows the pcliilon.'\ 

'riiis coming before me, the Governor, 1 investigated the matter and 
ascertained that balances of purchase money due for goods cannot bo classed 
under the same head as balances of borrowed money. The Hongs have from 
time immemorial been governed by precedents which determine where intere.st 
is allowed and where it is not. But are there really no more intricacies than the 
above ? 

I have compared the statements of the barbarian traders, Jardinc, Dent, &c., 
with that of Yen- K celling and lo! they differ widely. Whicli of them is to be 
relied upon? 

Ijct the senior and junior Hong merchants give their whole minds in con- 
junction with the two parties to examine the accounts an<l come to some equitable 
arrangement. Let the account at onoc be settled, and all disputes be put an 
end to. 

If these disputes are continued any more, and upon investigation, I find 
that Yen-Kechang actually owes what the foreigners state him to do, arid yet 
does not immediately settle with them, most assuredly he shall he visited with the 
inost awful piinislniient. You, the Hong merchants also, must not then plead 
ignorance of the .subject aud say to yourselves : “ Why did we not c.xcrt ourselves 

to settle the busine.ss?” ’ • 

Besides the warning, edict, issued by my orders, by the Poocliing and 
Gancha-Szes, 1 now issue this proclamation for the senior Hong merchants, 
nowqua,-Mowqua, aud Pwankequa, instantly to obey. 

Let them and their juniors, in conjunction with the di.sputing parties, proceed 
at once carefully tn examine all the claims, and ascertain if any just deductions 
can be. madc^ L6t them a^ertain and . settle the exact sums owing, hy the Hong 
td fbi^eigners; Thus wh<!sn the tide ebbs the rocks appear .-i-Do «<« show the 
least favour, but act with justice. • 

Lct tbcrii instantly fix' on some plan for repaying the foreigners the sqms due 
to them and report the same to the two Szes that I may be informed thereof. 
Tlicre- irtust Ije no delay, no oihission ; Ihe matter is most urgent. 

Debts due by Yen-Kcchang he alone is responsible for ; his servants and 
: assistants in the Hong must not be troubled. 

Let this Edict be transmitlipd to the barbarian traders for their information 
*‘aad obedieftetfi* \ ' 
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Let there not be the least delay in settling the accounts, on pain of the. most 
awful punishment. 

Ilaste ! Haste ! A special Edict. 


The Foreign Creditors to the Governor of Canton. 

July 17, 1^837: 

A RESPECITFUL Address. Your Petitioners are compelled again to 
bring their claims upon the Hing-tae Hong to your Excellency's notice, for, not- 
witlistanding your Excellency’s orders, literally nothing has been done towards 
either a .settlement of the accounts or of the terms of payments. 

A Ccminittee has been named along with the Hong merchants, to investigate 
Ycn-Kechang’s objections to the claims of your Petitioners. If he is serious in 
urging these objections, why does he not come forward and substantiate them ; 
it is so evidently a inanceuvi-e to put eff time and procrastinate, that your Peti- 
tioners must entreat your Excellency not to permit such conduct being continued, 
and to order the liquidation of the accounts as tliey are rendered by us, should 
Yen-Kechang not prove them incorrect within a day or two, for surely he has had 
ample lime to examine his accounts. 

As arrangements must be made for the transactions of the ensuing season, 
your Petitioners arc thus urgent, in entreating yojur Excellency to enforce your 
former orders that old and new accounts may not be mixed. 

Signed by Hing-tae’s Creditoi’S. 


The Governor of Canton to the Ilony Merchants. 

July 20, 1837. 

7'ANG, President of the Militaiy Board, and Governor ofth.e two Kvvang 
Provinces, is.sues this Edict to the .1 long merchants, for their full information. 

On the 1 8th July, I received a petition from Dent and other barbarian traders, 
praying as follows [//ere follows the i)elition,'\ 

This coming before me, the Governor, 1 inquired into the matter, and found 
that when the barbarian traders, Jardine, &c., presented a petition some time 
ago, 1 commanded the senior Hong merchants to cause' Yen-Kechang to produce 
his younger brother, Ycn-Ketseang, who was formerly the head manager in the 
Hong, but afterwards resigned. They were ordered to unite with the brothers, 
and examine and settle the accounts, and devise some means for their liquidation. 
They were to report the same to the two .Szes that I might be informed thereon. 
I also directed the Poo-ching and Gaucha-Szes to investigate and urge the speedy 
settlement of the accounts.— This is o>i record. 

Let the barbarian traders now wait till Yen-Ketseang makes his appearance, 
when they must, in conjunction with the senior Hong merchants, and the two 
brothers, give their whole minds to the ju.st and equitable settlement of the 
accounts and to determining the exact sums due. Let the three so arrange that 
the affairs may be instantly wound up. [Until Yen-Ketscang makes his appear- 
ance] there will be constant wrangling and disputing of the accounts. 

Let not barbarians throwkimpediments in the way of settlement [by their 
impatience.] They must not so constantly petition me, for truly they will reap 
no advantage therefrom. 

Uniting the circumstances, I issue this Edict to the Hong merchants: let 
them transmit copies thereof to the barbarian traders, for their information and 
obedience. — Dd not oppose. — A special Edict. 


The Foreign Creditors to the Hong Merchants. 

Gentlemett,' ' July 22, 1837. 

WE have received from you two Edicts of his Excellency the Viceroyiln reply 
to our petition (See Nos. VHl and X) one dated 7th and one the 20th inst., in. 
both of which the most peremptory orders arc issued that the accounts of Hiogf 
tae Hong should be immediately exainined, and, some equitable vrapgem^t ali 
once made by ;^ou for ilie payments of thiji^cbts. . , f ; 
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We have now to request you will inform us what steps you have taken to 
^ obey his Excellency’s orders ; in both respects, no proposition has yet been made 
to us by you as to the payment of Ihc debts and as these are matters of great imper- 
tahee you must excuse our pressing upon you the necessity of your giving instant 
and earnest attention to them. * 

’ Yen-Kctseang should be obliged to appear immediately and explain his 
objections to the accounts ; still his absence cannot interfere with your obeying 
his Excellency’s orders and making the necessary arrangements for the payment 
of the debts, these being matters in no degree dependent on.Ketscang’s appear- 
ance or consent. 

His Excellency complains of our importuning him with petitions. But we 
are only claiming our rights, and have followed the usual course in our applications. 
The nature of next measures will mainly depend on your reply in writing to our 
present letter, and what we see actually doing towards a settlement. Should any 
unpleasant consequences ensue from our being compelled to draw attention to 
the nonfulfilmcut of his Excellency’s orders, they must be attributed to the vexa- 
tious delays our chums have from week to week been subjected to. 

We are, &c.. 

Signed by the Creditors. 


The Hong Merchants to the Foreign Creditors. 

July 23, 1837. 

THIS is respectfully to inform you that vve have requested Messrs. Archer, 
Dent, and Clrcen, to meet Us in the Consoo-house at noon, on the 23rd of this 
month, for the purpose of examiniiig the accounts of the Hing-tac Hong. 

The other gcnl lemon are also requested to attend. 

With compliments, vve are, &c., 

Signed by the Hong Merchants. 


The Hong Merchants to the Foreign. Creditors. 

July 24, 1837. 

THIS is respectfully to inform you, that on the 20lh(JuIy 22nd)we received 
from our elder brethren their letter of the same date. 

We are perfectly conversant with its contents ; but the requests contained 
therein are of so weighty and important a nature that vve cannot reply to them 
without mature deliberation. 

Wc have to request you will inform the other gentlemen hereof, and with 
compliments wc remain, &c., 

(Signed) HOWQUA. 

MOWQUA. 

PWANKEQUA. 


The Hong Merchants to the Foreign Creditors. 

July 24, 1837. 

THIS is I'espectfully to inform you, that on the 21st., yesterday, we advised 
you per letter, of our haviii" requested Messrs. Dent, Green, and Archer, to meet 
us in Consoo on the 23rd, ior the purpose of clearly investigating tivillflairs of the 
Hing'tae Hong. « • 

Now it is our' opinion, upon reflection, that the account^ are too manifold, 
and complicated to be examined in one day ; and that it is only by taking them 
one by one, in tjicir proper or^or, that they can be examined. 

Wc* therefore beg to inform you that we have requested Mr. Dent and the 
other two gentlemen, to meet us in Consoo to-morrow, that vve may there mutually 
deliberate how the accounts shall be investigated in their proper order, and also to 
' settle a day for the general investigation } of which we will write, to inform the' 
other gentlemen concerned. 

, .2M2 



'We address tliiis' to you, requesting you to make known its contents-td tlie 
other gentlemeni and with coittpllments, ■ 

We remain, &c., 

: - (Signed) . HOWQUA, 

. MOWQUA. 

PWANKEQUA. 


First yfecting of^ the Corimittee appointed for the examination oj Hing-tae*s 

, accounts with Foreigners. 

Consoo House, Canton, July 25, 1837. 

PRESENT, ilovyqua, Mowqua, Pwankcqua, Dent, Archer, Green. 

ft was clearly understood that in the investigation of all accounts and 
differences, the decision of the Committee should be final as to the amount justly 
due to each claimant, and, that the suju agreed upon should in no case admit of 
future question by Iliug-tae, I long merchants, Mandarins, foreigners, or any 
other party. , 

It was unanimously agreed that the accounts shall be taken up successively 
for examination, rommencing with the lowest and proceeding to the highest, 
excepting those of Dent and Co., Russell and Co., and Wctmorc and Co., in 
which the three foreign arbitrators arc interested, which arc to be postponed to 
the last. ' 

The Ifong merchants present informed the foreign arbitrators, tijat answers 
to Hing-tac’s objections to the accounts rendered to the Co-Hong, had been 
received from only three or four of the Creditors^ and it was therefore decided 
that each should be called upon for their explanations, ns their respective accounts 
came under examination. . . 

, To facilitate the business of the Committee it was determined to appoint a 
Cbairman, whose signature in the name of the Committee to all communica- 
tions an<l decisions shall be ecjually valid as if the same were signed by all the 
Members. 

The Committee then adjourned to meet to-morrow, July 2Gth, at 10 a. m. 
at the same place. 

> In the name of "the Committee, 

LAUNCELOT DENT, 

■ ■ ‘ Chaihnan. 


The Foreign Creditors to the Governor of Canton, 

* - Canton, September G, 1837. 

A RESPECTI’UIj Address, — On the 29th July last, we received a com- 
munication from yoiir Excellency that yon had given orders to the I Jong 
merchants for the immediate examination and liquidation of the debts due to us 
by the Hing-tac Hong. TIioSc gentlemen now give us to understand that they 
have consulted and examined in accordance with your Excellency’s orders — but 
we can obtain no satisfactory reply from them’ with rc!4pect to the liquidation of 
the’ debts. 

We are theridbrc obliged again to address your Excellency, and to urge you 
in the strongest manner, to order the Hong .merchants to' pay our claims without 
further evasion, so that we may not be under the necessity of again ‘troubling 
your Excellency. • . , . 

-..f • , , . . . ' "'ye hayp, 

... . * ... . i , Signed by the Creditors. 


’ The Governor of Canton to' the Hong Merchants. ' 

TANG, President of the Board of War, •and Governor of the., two Kviimg 

Provinces, Tqi; the infbiteilli^n of the'Hoh^'meJ:cH4hW. ‘ ' * ’ ' / 
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‘ • On'tho i2th day of* tlus.moon (September 12tli) a petition was presented 
Ji)y Dent and other foreign traders of various nations,, to, the following Import. 
[Here follows the above pelition^'} * 

This'coibirig before me,' the: Governor, I have inquired into the niatter anU 
find by tlie records^ that Edicts have before been issued, commanding jihe .senior 
Hong merchant^ to settle with the foreigners the true amount of Hing-tac’s 
Jfibt.'* ; — and also directing the two Szc officers to deliberate and investigate and 
make a clear report of the inalteftO me. 

Now this petition prays me to ha.stcn, the payment of the debts. ; For the 
last time, I ask, are all the accounts cleady settled or not, and what is the exact 
amount of the debts ? In the petition there is not a single word respecting this. 
This is decidedly concealing, the true face of things from me. 

Besides ordering the two Szes to obey the former edicts, and command the 
Hong merchants to hjisten the settlement of the alliiir.s, I, also considerilig the 
circumstances, issue this Bdict. 

When it reaches. the senior Hong merchants, let them on that very day, in 
conjunction with (the Ilong merchant Yen- Kechang, his brother, and the 
foreigners, conscientiously examine and settle the accounts. When they have 
agreed upon the exact amount of the debts, and, after mature deliberation,, have 
cOme to some conclusive arrangement respecting the payment of them, let 
them report the same to the two Szes, that I may he inlbrmcd thereof and act 
accordingly. . 

Let this Edict also be transmitted to the foreigners for their instant 
obedience. 

There must be no procrastinating delay. Do not oppose.-^A special Edict. 


The Foreign Creditors to the Governor of Canton. 

November 29, 1837. 

A RESPECTFUL Address. — Not having had any communication from 
the Co-hong since we. replied to their very unreasonable proposition to pay the 
debts’ of the Hing-tac hung iu . fifteen years, we arc compelled iigain to address 
your Excellency, and trust that in pressing our claims on your notice, wc shall 
not be considered as tin necessarily troubJeaome. 

In thus urging a settlement, we cannot but allude to the announcement made 
by your Excellency, in conjunction with his Excellence the Fooynen, that o'Ur 
trade may be stopped w'ithin a month, and our nation's Representative expelled ; 
and are now come once more to your Excellency in . the hope that you will grant 
us that justice which the laws of China, in such cases, have hitherto given 
Foreigners, and prevent the adoption of any other measures. 

Wc entreat an early answer from your Excellency to enable us to commu- 
nicate the result to Her Majesty’s Superintendent. 

We have, &c., 

Signed by the foreign Creditors of the Hing-tae Hong. 


The Governor of Canton to the Fortdgn Creditors. 

December 1,1837. 

TANG,. Governor of the. Provinces Kwangtung and Kwangse, &c., to the 
Senior Hong merchants, for their full information. 

On the 3rd day, 1 Ith month (30th of November), the foreign merchants, 
Jardine and others, presented the, following address : — [see above."] , 

This comiug before 'ihe, the Governor, I have examined the* subject. In 
reference to the sevcriil sums which the Hing-tae Ilong is indebted to the said 
foreign merchants, orders, have, been given for the appreheusion'of the said Ilong 
merenant, Ycn-Ketseiing, im]^crativcly requiring that he be discovered, and, 
with Yen-Kechmig, be,' subjected , to severe punishment. Had they the power 
of repaying their debts, doubtless, they should be, with strictness, compelled 
speedily.to repay them in full. But if it rests on all the Hong merchants to 
on a ^ode of. repityipg on .their, behalf, then, there being to each sum 
'a cieffitor, how can these efe^it^rs beat downt^as to time those on whom the 
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weight of siifffering actually falls ? The request made is indeed very far from 
being reasonable. , In consideration for thein,^ I however comamiid, that they; 
wait while I'ihslruct the Commissioners of Finance and of Justice, to hasten the 
Senior Hong merchants, to come to a speedy determination as to the period tp;-, 
be prescribed, and to make reprcsciitatioii to me, in order to obtain iiiy final 
decision. It is my special desire that tlie said foreign merchants should liave 
guarantees lo tlieir debts, and also, that in effecting this, the Hong merchants 
should not be utterly ground down, nor hindrance be thereby occasioned (o the 
fultilnicrit of publip duties. 

’ As t(i the Celestial Empire, in its cherishing tenderness towards men from 
afar, its heiievolence is perfect, its justice 'without a flaw. But the depraved 
foreigners twist awry the laws to subserve tlieir private ends ; and have thereby 
drawn down from the Great Emperor reiterated and severe declarations of his 
pleasure, that tlie receiving-ships should be driven away. Yet, notwithstanding 
this, the Celestial tcn‘ors have not at once been displayed ; but only the Super- 
intendent Elliot has been commanded speedily to send them away, and order 
their return to their country. Js there aught so exalted or so substantial as the 
sacred favour herein manifested ? 

Because the receiving-ships in the outer seas have so long persevered in. 
lingering out their stay, I lately limited the said Superintendent to a fixed 
period for faithfully paying obedience to tlie commands. If ho atill treat them 
with contempt and disregard, it will be in truth (Hfficult, in that case, t(; extend 
indulgence, and put oif the said Supcrintcndcni's expulsion. Whetlicr the 
trade shall continue open or not, rests with the Celestial Court to dctcnninc, 
and will depend on the line of conduct which all the foreigners may adopt for 
themselves. 

To sum up, I, the Governor, reverently regard the sacred tciidenicss, and 
in conformity thereto, I carefully maintain the dignity of the govennnent. I 
commit no act of tyrilnuy or oppression. Neither do I seek siirrcptitioiisl'v<-vO 
gain a name for liberality. The foreign debts shall be fully paid to the 
most mite. The receiving-ships shall be with the utmost severity driven ..A^'^ay, 
For each purpose, distinct measures are to be carried through. The have 
no relation one to the other. . | 

These commands arc forthwith issued to the senior Hong mcrc];-^"^P^.^'» How- 
qua and Ihvankoqua; who, on receipt thereof, are immediately them 

on tlie said foreign merchants, for their obedience. Oppose not Ihese are the 
commands. 

Taoukwang, 17th year, llth month, 4th day i'lst of if^'cember, 1837.) 


T/ie Foreign Creditors lo the Goye^ ' Cmlon, 

A RESPECTFUL Address.— We from the 

Hong merchants, copy of an Edict bearing but fear we 

do not exactly understand your Excclleiieyf as far as our claims 

upon the Hiiig-tac Hong are mixed with trany ** different nature, 

and our trade threatened to be stopped, if rilliot docs not perform what 

wc have no power to insist upon. , 

Your Excellency’s repeated promises that “Chts shall be paid to the 
uttermost mite, have as yet produced us nothir^ . , : tmreasonablc pro- 

position on the part of the Co-hong, to pay ^ f” fifteen years. The 
usual interest alone, would far exceed the l>ayi-*^”, ’ therefore, can such be 
considered as anything but a flagrant act of | cdicnce to your Excellency’s 
Edict? \ . , 

Yoiir Excellency draws very justly a distil personal treat- 
luciit that niay be due to a fraudulent bankrupl.?”® * which should be shown 
to the sureties j but in the payment of a debt..*,? ‘*“*'eties take the place of the 
bankrupt ill eveiy respect. We arc far from ** distress the members of 
the Co-hong (already so encumbered), butwe™'*^ *®™i®d your Excelleccyof the 
establishment of a fund for the express pbr??*^ ® unffagements, . 

and which fund, having had no legitimate pust three years, 

while it has been regularly levied on the foreigt should now have aceumu- 
lated to a very large sum. But when large anniially cxac^ted by the' 

.mrieus officers of Gereniniont, how is it possiK' go on ? y , , 
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We have been involved in these debts by trading with the werehanU 
raecially appouitcd by the Emperor for the avowed purpose of guaranteeiiur 
foreign debts and guarding them against fraud, and with whom alone we are 
permitted to carry on such business. If now we arc put off from month to 
imphth, where is the use of such an appointed set of merchants, and yrhere the 
Celestial justice which, in restricting our trade to a few men, preventino' our 
dealing with others, yet refuses either to perform its own engsigcmcnts, '’or to 
compel the Hong merchants to perform theirs ? We may here remark, that the 
only wealthy members of the Co-hong will neither secure ships iior purchase their 
cargoes ! * . 

We are thus compelled to call most solcmly on your Kxcellenc*y not to per- 
mit the Celestial benevolence and Justice to be thus rendered nugatory, but that 
something more than mere promises and examinations will speedily be carried 
into effect. 

Wc have, &c., 

Signed by Hing-tae’s Creditors. 


The Governor of Canton to the Hong Mcrchanls. 

TAxVG, Viceroy of Kwaugtuiig, &c., &c., proclaims to the senior Hon«' 
merchants for their full information. ** 

Whereas, on the ISth day of tins moon (l.'ith December, 1837\ the foreign 
merchants, Jardine and others, having presented a iietition to the following 
effect. — [7/cre follows a copy of the pc<t7/on..] —and this coming before me, I 
have accordingly examined, and find, that in the laws of the Heavenly dynasty 
[it is thus wiitUai]. “ If a man have received money improperly, (siich as 
stolen money, bribes, &c.), he ought to repay it to its rightful owner, or he may 
be sued, and sent to piison for six months ; if, upon examination, it he found 
that with all his might he cannot; repay, he may escape further prosecution’, and on 
getting a bond [from his friends] certifying his inability to pay, &c., he may reejuest 
forgiveness of [his crime,] and such like.” Now, Ycu-Kechang and his brother, 
in owing a debt, having committed a much lighter crime than that of reccivintr 
bribes or stolen property, and they Ijkewise being entirely unable to njpay, it is 
plain, that their time of co,ufinemcnt in prison being expired, they also .should be 
able to avoid further prosecution, and likewise sue for, [and ol)tain] lorgivene.ss 1 
But I, the Viceroy, having still-further ordered the Hong merchants to consult 
upon the subject, ami to n-pay the debt in the stc.ad [of the bankrupts] , am truly 
looking up to the holy virtue of the Great Emperor as my model, in fostering 
the men from afar, not wishing that the said foreigners should be deprived of’ 
their capital ! This is goodness beyond the laws ! truly may it be called the extreme 
of benevolence and justice ! How is it, then, that so soon after the receipt of my 
reply [to your last petition] you agr.in come with a mass of words, thus whining 
at and annoying me ! If you say that the Hong merchants who arc to pay the 
debt instead [of the bankrupts] arc in the place of the bankrupts, and as such 
are to be reprimanded for delay, then it is that the Hong merchants are blamed 
by you for coming forward to pay the debt — so suppose that the Hong merchants 
were to beg of you to excuse them bearing this blame, and on the other hand, 
were to agree together not to pay this debt, I would like to .ask you, whom would 
you go to beg it from ? Oh! gross and ignorant that ye arc, never was there 
stupidity equal to this ! 

As to what you say about the Hong merchants having received the Consoo 
fund for three years without lifting arm [to pay any of it out] whether it is 
60 or not, the Hong merchants must state the fact, and if the mondy was applied 
for the benefit of the public, or if in [the Consoo Treasury] there is .any excess or 
not, stop till the 'Judge and Treasurer iiave examined and reported form y decision. 
As to whether the term or proposal to pay back in shares in lirtcen yeai-s, be too . 
long or not, I again refer to my fonner Edict, where I urged »n the principal 
security merchants, ivithout delay, to consult together in justice, .and determine, 
with pro^-icty. 'V^'^ait tilll .getthc document from the Judge and Treasurer for 
my investigation. 

In relation to a late petition of the said foreign merchants, because their 

g etition contained the words:— ‘‘ Wc have heard that you mean to drive out the 
U^rifUeudetit [Elliot] and hot i allow the sliips to open their holds, we U'g 
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that in yotit reply you 'give ub sotipifr.inforniation upon this point,’*' ifeerefore, it 
was in order that they might clearly understand my Edict in reply, I proclaimed 
that the two things had no connexion with each other: but the said foreigners 
having mixed iip . the two in begging for an answer to their petitions as stated 
above, now turn upon me, the Viceroy, and borrow an excuse [to say that I am}' 
contradictory, and [mixing up things] fur apart! This is, indeed, the most 
complete perverseness! [impertinence?] 

I again issue this proclamation, and when it I’eachcs the said senior s^urity 
merchants, let them immediately enjoin it upon the said foreign merchants, that 
they may obey accordingly, and let therh further command them, not again at 
their own will and pleasure, thus foolishly present [petitions?] 

1, the Viceroy, grasp the laws for rooting up [lit. hoeing up] of vagabonds ; 
if they make trials [of authority] with me, I fear it will be difhcult to deal lightly 
with them ! 

Taoukwang, 17th year, 1 1 th month, .30th day (December 17, 1837.) 


'Fhe Jud(je*s and Treasurer's Report respecting Hing-tac's debts. 


WANG, the Judge, and Ah, the Treasurer, issue again their orders for the 
firm and satisfactory arrangement regarding the payment of debts. 

According to the petition of the Hong inei'chants, they had, .after consult^ 
ing the foreigners, resolved to discharge the whole of Hing'-tac’s foreign debts, 
by instalmeiit.s, within the .space of fifteen years. But, as the .said foreigners 
w'ere still dissatisfied, and dunned them with the request of shortening the term 
of years, they had, on receiving orders to that cfi'ect, called a meeting of all the 
merchants, and now make known, in a clear statement, the result of their 


deliberations. Whilst accommodating themselves to the •wishes of the Ibreigners, 
they agreed and settled to pay, within twelve years, as in the ca.so of the firms of 
Hvvuylung, Ta-ching, Fuhlung, but the foreigners would only admit of five oi' 
six years, and firmly insisted upon it. 

In examitiitig the settlement of debts oived by former bankrupt lumses to 
foreigners, we find that the annual instalments paid were above 200,000 dollars ; 
but matters are now not as formerly: there was then the trade of the Company, 
which yielded groat profits, and no other instalments were to be paid. But just 
now, every merchant has his own private debts, and Hing-tae and Fatqiia, more- 
over, owe to Government about 400,000 taels ; if, therefore, the term of paying 
Hing-tae’s foreign debts is shortened, one will be cared for and the other neglected. 
A statement of Kingkua’s very heavy debts is now given ; and, if mattens are to 
be only partially adjusted, whilst, as formerly, additions are made to the said 
Hong’s foreign and public debts, and by repeated requests, brought forward to 
make up deficiencies, the affairs will be more involved, and the whole trade ruined. 

“ Whilst sending in a statement of the terms of years, during which foreign 
debts have been in former years disehargeil in instalmcists, wc beseech our supe- 
riors gniciously to sanction this settlement, and to permit that the debts be paid 
in twelve years ; thus, the public and the foreign debts may be equally liquidated; 
and the merchants, at the same time, wilt be a little relieved, and recover 


strength.” 

Wc, the Sze officers, on receiving this statement, with a list of dividends paid 
in former years, found on examination, that the Celestial dynasty graciously 
permitted foreign barbarian.s to come to Canton and barter : according to the 
established regulations, they are permitted to exchange goods with Hong mer- 
chants only. * It is incumbent on foreign merchants, at the end of each trading 
season, to give in a clear statement to the Hoppo, whether there are any out- 
sttm^ng .uebts with the Hongs, which is recorded ns evidence. If it should 
happen.: that such, h Hong fails, the payment of the claims falls up6n the security 
merchants:, bnt^ no clear statement is fonvarded, the payment cannot be urged 
or answered.; !. 

If native mcrchantS).Jn defiance of the . prohibitions, borrow of, or lend to, 
foreign traders, and thus enter into clandestine and ‘ille^l connexions, they are 
sentenced accordiilg.to the law, against forming correspondence with foreigners; 
and .fraudulently bhir^^owhrg or lending.: the money^ thus > advanced .wi|)','iifWr 
due investigation, he by .Govomme]|jtr 





jitt, 1S29, 9n'£^);]:i^h;Ghi(!f,p6tHioued fqv tl»c -^talilufhicnent of.U‘a4in||:^<<r^uir 
,that,(^ocii.tn9Pt ;hc i^roquesteil « vnew 'nor . olU ilong 

I'hievcijant shoiiUl pay; the t dejits pf other , bankrupt .llougiS» no roattei: whether 
?O.Qntriie.tcd;with .native’ or; foreign tncrchants; but tlwit^everyrHong should pay 
.^ts., oTtrn debts; thus the evil ol’ too much trusting the Hong p^rchants^ might bp 
predicated, .^hc officers examined the subject of this Petition, and agreed to it, 
'obtaining the sanction of a former Governor in an iildict to that effect, which is 
Pl» rerjpriU.-n... ■ 

The annual .account of Uing-tae’s debts was not, according to, law, .clearly 
stated.; the. claims were not brought forward at an early period; but the said 
Hong was allowed to involve itself during the space of seven years, to the 
amount of upwards of 2,3-20,000 dollars. We are informed that a certain 
foreigner,. Jardine, is a creditor to the- amount of 1,7f)0,000 dollars and upwards. 
One does not know how that foreigner, in dealing with Yen-Kcchang’s younger 
brother, had so much confidence in him that be could give him such au enormous 
credit ; thus, year after year, he was silent and said nothing about it. 

If we were to act in confoi'inity to regulations formerly established and 
agreed, upon, no payment ought to be made at present. Ilut now the Hong tner- 
cliauts have received orders to pay in instalnicitts, and they do their utmost to 
manage things accordingly. On examining the arrangements for clearing the 
accounts, made rejjcatedly in former yeai*s, we find that a term of twelve yeare 
was agreed upon and sanctioned, to clear the whole amount : thus the period for 
the payment of the debts owiug, will not be too long, and a full payment is 
certain. 

The Government officers act thus graciously in iinifntion of the Great Em- 
pe,ror, who cherishes the utmost tetideriiess towards foreigners, and, considering 
they come in search of gain, will not permit them to suHcr the least loss ; it is 
only on this account that an alteration is ma<Ic, and compassion sliown by making 
jirrangements. If they are endowed with Celestial goodness, they will instantly 
be imbued with gratitude ; and how can they, to the last, harbour in their breasts 
a heart of wood and stone. 

But if they do not accede to receiving payment in twelve yeara, and still 
wish to urge a term of five or six years for the clearance, one docs not know 
what interpretation is to be put upon thPir conduct ; the more so as the amount 
of these foraigo debts is ^enormous ; and the annual payment in instalments, 
sanctiolicd in fojrmer years, , did not exceed- the sura of 200,000 dollars and 
upwards. 

Now the said merchants arc unreasonsible, and are wedded to their opinions: 
their minds are therefore grievously perverse. • If the Hong merchants, on this 
account, reverse their former settlement, and refuse to make the payment,; we 
presume to ask wliere would the said foreign merchants urge their demand,' acid 
whom would they prosecute for payment? Therefore, strep nous efforts ought to 
be made for adjusting and settling these claims ; and measures taken to manage 
the matter aeeortliugly. 

, We issue at the .same time our orders to the said Hong merchants to call a 
meetiiiig. of the foreign merchants; to exavninc into the preceding circumstances; 
and. to point out, to them the orders; let them most distinctly acquaint them with 
the commands ; and again and again tutor and guide them, that by a mutual 
understanding, the term of years may be fixed. Moreover, Jet them scud a report 
to us, that we may examine and forward the same. Do not disobey. 

12th moon, 3rd day (.29th December, 1837.) 


The Ffyreigyi Creditors lo the Governor of Canton. 

jyecembtr 30, 1837. 



> liquidate the debts of the Hing-tae Hong in twelve yeat8~a ]|^rd- 
posilforf iitijnst', in contrary tb the establish*^ pi^eWee of 

the Celtestfel -Bnipirt^ and-^’itmel^ittfbiqircfo'tlon former Governors have put upon 
s^t-he the'lGreaf EmpefOvV and mo^t unreasonable' in itsieitr, seeing that •‘.the 

.'^ttsual'interest dHrlurg^tbe propcafed. plriod,' woiild qmodnt to''i^.ice the capital debtl 
We have most carefully e|;^i)idd’'yonr 'ESteltldiiii:y*s fespectl^^ 



m . 

tl»e “fixed laws fc’ie /Heaytenly.dyrtajity,^^ and lie" humbly, but firmly/ to state ! 
lo your l5xcVltaoj,y, that tlic laws quoted are riot those applicable to fi>re1g«'e«’»--r, 
which, we need riot point out to your Excellenwy, are entirely distinct from thote 
Taws by which the subjects of the Empire are rcfjulated. 

'Tour Excellency’s reasouinij upon the liability of the Co-hong, we haxt^/ 
only to pface in context with the Imperial orders, whicli distinctly engage that all 
foreign debt., sliall be jiaid, and your Excellency has been graciously pleased to 
repeat this engagement on the part of Government more tbati once. Why; then,' 
should your Excellency ask us, “ from whom would you recover, should thel^long 
merchants seek uf be preserved from the consequences of thus being, by the laws,' 
pointed out as the securities and compulsory payers of bankrupt Hong debts?” 
The answer is jiiuin mid distinct : we have the Emperor’s rc|ieated promise, as 
well as your Excellency’s, jjjhat our claims shall be paid to the uttermost mite. 
The Celestial Empire is our debtor. — The Hong merchants hitherto have been 
the channel of payment, but we look to your Excellency’s making such payment, 
and leaving the mode to he settled as the Celestial justice may deeir. most right, it 
not hccoining ns to point out to your Excellency, the manner by which the empire 
may discharge its debts. 

With regard to the assertion that a Consoo duty has been levied, fbf the 
purpose of paying Hong’s debts to foreigners, for three years, without any <lrain 
ior this purpose, it is strictly and positively true ; nearly four years have now 
elapsed since any payment to foreigners has been^ made, and justice require.s that 
the sum so collected should be immediately appropriated to this liquidation of 
existing foreign debts. There is no law of the iinpcriul dynasty warranting the 
appropriation of this tax to any other purpose. 

In conclusion, ivc must rciniml your Excellency, that former claims of a 
similar nature have frequently been paid, — this is no new affaif. The sums 
formerly paid for a series of years, have been upwards of five lae.s of dollars per 
annum; one year, 1829, indeed the amount approached six and a half luc.s of 
dollars ; a similar payment for the nekt four years would pay all our claims with 
interest ; for how, in cutting off so large a proportion from our claims, can your 
Excellency keep your promise to pay us the uttermost mite? 

Trusting your Excellency will si>arc us the unpleasant task of appealing 
cither to the Emperor, or to our own August Sovereign, for the settlement of 
these our just claims on the ('hinesc Empire, 

We are, &c., 

.Signed by Hing-tae’s Creditors. 


The Governor of Canton's reply to the Petition of Hing-tae’s Creditors. 

January 6, 1838. 

THE compassion towards foreigners, comists in benevolently making 
arrangements for paying [the capital], but there is no regulation for discharging 
the interest. 

The Celestial dynasty maintains justice to the utmost, and is certainly 
never weary of exhibiting favours. According to previous arrangejments made 
by the Hong mcrcliunts, the debts of Hiiig-tae were to be paid within fifteen 
years. Bnt since this period was somewhat distant, 1 gave orders for chonging' 
the terni to twelve yeara, during which time the whole should be cleared, Wait 
'.then until the Sze (Treasurer and Jritlgej have been urged to draw^ u'p.ja/nll, 
statement tq'the Great Emperor, until His, Majesty's pleasure for, my gut^arica’ 

- be known. There, is rio necessity for making much ado about this riiatter. /' 

, .^dew- $re hereby, mited to the Hong riicrchants, to ac^uaipt .the 'said” 
fri'rergii mi^hanfs; ';^itb my commands, t^at they may observe, them, , jpp not, '., 

orders,^ 'Jj'r'S' . I'.- 


^ BespectfriVAddreas, v’* 




i eafw- (keditwM.Jhe. (^emor. 


nearly-a yeir 


of...tlici^Sjb^ribera, 

' Hiftig-taei' 



■ "-m ■ . '■ - 

has sihce'given repeated orders for -its, ; but iip to thii time 

^e have received DO part of it. Tlie Hong Merchaftti have indeed proposed to 
pay It off m nine years, beginning iv-ith next year, which.will be ten years from the 
,;.^justment of the accounts ; but we cannot consent to such n distant payment. 

Besides Hing-tae, your Excellency is aware that there another Hongs also 
indebted tons,, and we have urged the Security Merchants th arrange lor the 
payment of tbeir debts at the same time, that we may know with w'hom w'e may 
trader safely and whom not, and guard, as far as we are able, against loss in 
future. 

We bring our property frain a great distance to trade with* this Empire, and 
we* are compelled by its law’s to place it in the hands of a very few Hong Mer* 
chants nominated by the Emperor. It cannot be that His Majesty intends that 
they should retain our capital, until it has nearly doubled itself by the accumu^. 
lation of interest ; and then pay us back only the principal. It may be that, 
Hing-tae has dissipated our money ; but how can we ascertain this ? We cannot" 
go to his house or village to ascertain if he. have secreted any money ; and even 
your ^Excellency’s order' has failed to produce him here for examination. 

The Judge and the 'IVeasurer reported (1 2th Moon, l.'Hli day,) as a reason 
to delay pajunenl of^ these debts, that matters are not now as formerly ; there 
was then the trade Company which yielded great profits. This is true ; but our 
pi’ofits also are not the Company’s, and we caimut afford to dispense with oUr 
trading capital. The puyniont of the Hong Merchants’ debts, besides, has never 
depended entirely upon their profits, but upon extra duties upon the foreign 
tiiidc, ini|)os6(] lor that purpose, and the Hong Merchants now propose an addi* 
tional duty to pay the present debts. Where then is the injustice to them ? It 
seems to us, as to the Judge and Treasurer, that some other system is required 
to meet the exigencies of the present trade ; but more for our benefit than for 
the Hong Merchants. As we do not feel competent to discuss the question with 
vour Excellency, we have referred it through Her Majesty’s Chief Superinten*: 
dent to our own Gracious iiovercign, who will, we humbly hope, communicate 
upon the subject with your Emperor. 

In the fiiean time we shall gratefully receive any portion of our claims which 
your Excellency may be pleased to order to be paid, and be prepared to listen to 
the suggestions which the Hong merchants uiay propose. 

» . (Signed) 

Dent and Co. Eglinton Maclkan and Co. 

Bell and Co. ‘ Fox, Rawson and Co. 

Diuom and Co. W. Hendf.uson. 

J- and W. Ckagg and Co; Pro Robt. Wise Holidav and Co,, 

Daniell and Co. Wm. Tuos. Kinewit.. ' , 

Gibb, Eivincton and Ca ( 


luclosure 4 in No. 117. 
Ceptttm EUioi to Mr. Inglis, 


^ Macao, March 27, 163BL 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge your letter oPthe 24th instant, with 
iteinclosureE: they shall be transmitted to the Right Honorable the Secretary 
State for Foreign Affairs in the course of a few days, one copy liy the w*^ 


■ warranted in; assuring the Memorialists that the. urgent ihiportance 

J . , of their, appeal to. His Lordship 'will command his immediate attentioiff 
' , . of tbc large- amount of Britush Capital "‘ijtUally at stake, 
(seriously impressjvfe m that reffection . undoubtedly is,) . there is a more extensive 
; WMid^iott leading ta general conclusions wliich will probably occasion Her 
Maje^ys Goveeameirt fafe Hiol>e>aiixiety upon the whola; subiecti ? 
s . , . w inference that the. altered ihaWerrin- 

4^iicjfc;^lhwgK,^t,;trade;j8i(^^ side must.repder these giwe 

till. 
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some suitable modification lias been made upon the part of*the Chinese Govern- 
ment. Neither does it seein to be doubtful that failing such needful adaptation 
of system, the difficulties of adjustment will -be enhanced at each succeediafj 
crisis; and that the growing general complication of tlie Hong merchants’ 
affairs, antf the utter destruction of (lonfidence in their stability, will inflict, at nd 
distant "date, excessive injury on commercial and financial interests of great' 
moment. 

Mindful of the position of British creditors upon the Hong merch^ntsT f 
. will not proceed to the length of formally calling upon them to decline to accede 
to any period, cither yet ottered, or likely to he oflered for the com[)lete liqui- 
dation of tlieir present claims. But at tins earliest conjuncture that the subject 
hps been officially drawn under my notice, I feel ^it my duty as the Superin- 
tendent of the British Trade, with this Empire, to record my opinion that the 
determination of a just period had belter be left open for arrangement between 
the two Governments, 

1 shall beg leave to cxprcs.s my own conviction, that the creditors would 
be taking a sound course both as respects their own, and the permanent iritcrests 
oT the Trade, in steadily declining to have any further concern with these matters 
than to receive the whole or such instalments of their claims upon the Chinese 
Government as the Provincial Authorities may think fit to pay. 

This view is founded upon the best consiclcration which it has been in my 
pow’cr to give to the Correspondence on the Hing-tae Bankruptcy, and upon the 
posture into which circumstance.s have now fallpn upon that subject. 

1 have, &c., 

(.Signed) CHAHLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superinlendcnt. 


luclo.sure 5 in No. 1 17. 

Thu CuiNKSB SEconin' Meucii.-ints i.n C.^ntox, and tueir Debts. 

I 

Cnnlon, 

THE following exposition of the state of the Chinese Houg mcrclianls in 
Canton, is de.'dgncil to make known in England, what is beli' ved to he the ill- 
understood conditions upon which the Britisii alid other foreign merchants who 
reside there, conduct their trade, with the hope to interest the public of Great 
Britain, especially the. mercantile part oif it, in the case, and to induce Her 
^-Majesty’s Government to interpose with the Imperial Government of China,, in 
\,<der to procure payment of certain debts owing by the Ilong merchants to the 
.foveigneis, which the latter have incurred almost necessarily, under the eondi- 
.tions of the trade. * . . 

It imi.st be generaily known, that the Chinese Government has prescribed to 
.the , foreign merchants ol' Canton, to confine their tradesolely to twelve or thirteen 
liceu.sed persons called Security or Hong merchants, dn their collective capacity 
they are commonly called the Co-hong, and they have a place of meeting called 
the Consoo Hall, lor the general purposes of their guild, and their deliberations 
held there, are called in the jargon of Oiuton, Consoos. They all hold nominal 
vaiik. under their own Government, and they are the actual police magistrates over 
, the foreigners, and have been so styled! in some of the orders of government, .and 
in this capacity they are held amenable for the conduct of the. foreigners. In 
their .mercantile capacity ^jfiiey trade separately; but they are, made mutually 
; .responsible, by their own government, for the debts which each may incur, cither 
.W7th, Their governpient for duties, or with foreigners, in prosecution of their 
trade; . .Under t^e.' latter condition, they are at this moment indebted several ^ 
miiliona of doila.rs to the foreigneis, chiefly British, who haye repeatedly demanded ^ 
paymcni"6f claims, and petitioned the local government of Canton concern- 
’mg theut^'^ttriiig the la^t ten months, 'fhe remonstrances of the claimants haye V 
.. hitherto little effect,. and it is apprehended .that vvit^.iiput. aid from T%ir„own 
.governments, thejr, debts will .either never .fie, ^ else hquid^^jal^tKy ! 
remote a^peripd/ aiijtp.aipount to a, total Joss of inCii: inimediate tradiimi^amjt^l^j 
It i? ,to: i^oenr^ tbattfce ; following jS|B|tejpei>!t .1^- 



explain dearly tire ‘(*i(vutiistan umler which the^debtiS'Af' the Uotig m^chants 
■have been incurred, is divided into the following h^d»;'*> ' 

*' 1; The past and present state of the Chinese Hongs, and the relations of 

,^the foreign merchants with them. • ■ ; 

2. The altered situation of the British nicrebiints, undfei^ the frpe trade, 
-whiclii has deprived them of the means they possesserl previously, to recover 
their d »inis. 

;The altered circumstances of the Hong merchants, owing to the free 
trade',' 'Snd othbr causes, which offers them no longer, the same means to meet 
their engagements. * - 


1 . — The Past md Present state of the Chinese Hongs, and the relations of the 

Foreign Merchants with them. 

So early as the year 1702, we read of an attempt to confine the whole 
, foreign commerce of Canton to one individual, who wa.s called “the Emperor’s 
merchant.” Upon cmpiiry, two years afterw'ards, it was ascertained that tbjs 
inerchant had no goods himself, whilst he debarred others horn trailic. Tlie . 
English determined ii: consequence, not to advance money, upon which the 
Emperor’s merchant agrecfl to allow other merchants to participate in tl»e trade, 
upon payment to him of nearly 5,000 taels per ship. These others, however, 
showed an equal disposition to Inonopolize the trade which the foreigners con- 
tinued to resist with various success, down to 1 720, when the Cliineso inercinints 
formed themselves into a Co-hong, for the purpose of agreeing upon the prices 
at which they should sell their gooils. The British snpracargoes refused to trade 
■with the Chinese monopolists, and remonstrated upon the fsuhject vvith the Vice- 
roy, wlm uiulertook to abolish the Co-hong. It would appear that the practice 
of making two Chinese merchants security for each foreign ship, had arisen con- . 
cuiTently with the Co-hong, and the Englush suprafargoes coniiinied to protest, ;’ 
against the one and the other, down to 1754, at which lime they gained no other) 
satisfaction, than the assurance “ that any deficiency of duties upon a ship, wouh^ 
be levied upon the whole ujdy of Hong merchants,” — the Co-hong, in fact, ' 
instead of upon the pniticular securities. A few years after, (25tli year of Keen- 
lung.) a series of. Imperial ‘Edicts were promulgated, to re-establish and confirm 
the Co-hong, in consequence of a petition from the Security merchants to the 
Viceroy, claiming, that the trade carried on with foreigners, “ ought of right fo 
bo their sole province.” The East India Company’s records state, .‘hat at this 
time, there were only ten Security merchants, of whom half were of’ no consider- 
ation, or dependent upon the others. “ The substance of cither the Securil'/ 
Tuerchants, or the shopmen,” says the records, “ is little known, and if it were so 
it might probably appear in fiiyour of the shopmen.” The supracargocs appr‘ 
liending that the edicts would “ open a way to a monopoly which must cntiur • 
destroy corainefcc,” opposed the Co-hoiig, to the utrnost of their j>ower, an 
eventually effected an apparent dissolution of it, as appears by the Viceroy’s edic 
of February, 1771. 'ihe head Hong nierehaut, I'aunkhcqua, claimed the men 
of achieving this measure, and represented that it cost him 100,000 taels (ahou 
30,000/. sterling,) which the East India Company’s suprecargocs repaid hint 
but the di.s.solution of the Co-hoiig appears to have been nominal only, for in \777/ 
a mandate appeared which declared, that the foreign trade could only .be con-" 
ducted- with the ten Hongs, and the system of Security merchants, with slight 
variation in thc'tiumber of the Hongs, has continued ever since. 

' • The first notice. \Ve find of debts owing by a i^curily nicrcht^ to-fdreig- 
■ Tiers, occurs in “1 774, when Seunqitaj a Hong merchant, became banHrdpt',' and 
n, ^his afthirs were submitted >o tliO invvstigaiion'.of the Manderibs. 'JPlie foreign 
'.'' 'creditors petitioned-the,;yiceroy and' Hoppo iiiion the subject which 'led to an 
arningement for payin'g off the debt, as it thiiin'' stood, amountyig to '2.68,672 
dollar!^, without' interest, hjt ten annual instalments. The a»noubt;.or’o.ne only of 
'■these Vb^jaimenfei .hbweVOiY^^^ realized in the three jfeHpwing' years^ and-'.Uic 
l'i‘bma^^r of''thedeht 'Vv'as'''n|lni|^I large' claims^ of which meiitioh -'wi'II be 

A re'p^j*t«tion' was made to . the Court of Directors in 
;l779i'' bpncerhin|f 'dm!|i owi^^^ by the Chinese .^iberchants; to British 
' ’iluBJ'ediiSin China, ^ amounting stcrlitig* and* theCourte ednsented to 



allow tRciv SHprificai*g(ie8 in Canton' to. endeavour to effect an udjustmoU. No, 
j>:irt of this debt owing to the East India Compitiy. but all to private traders, 
or other parties,- and chieHy for inuhey 'loaned lo the Chinese at a high rate or 
interest. After jnvestigating the claims, the Select Committee of the East India. 
Company«s Factory <lcelaroil, that of the 4,000,000 dollars alleged debts, not ' 
more than 1,078,070 dollars appeared to have been received by the Chirtese in 
' goods or cash ; the balance was accumulated interest ; one claim alone hjd 
grown in this way, from 9,009 taels ti* 81,900 dollars. Some of the bonds 
outstanding were for more than triple the jnincipal, and the names on them 
quite illegi[)li’ ; on some the original sum lent had been paid ; yet, by accumu- 
lated interc.st, the bonds were still ontslauding to a large amount. Some of the 
bonds, however, were for goods, 

'I'he Select Committee seem to have entered upofi the task of demanding 
paytneiit of the claims \\lth considerable reluctance, from apprehension that their 
liquidation would embarrass the solvent Hongs, and occasion the imposition of 
further burtlien.s upon the (Jomj)any’s trade. 

The (/liinest merchants, who become indebted to their (Jovemment for 
duties, ami are declared bankrupt in consequence, are liable under their laws, to 
be putiished' by banishment. There appear to have been only eight Hongs at 
this time, of wliich four were in the above predicament, and the Coininittcc 
feared that the banishment of tliose four wouhl reduce the rest to a close mono- 
poly. Tl'.e (lilficullios attending the claims protracted their settlement, until 
some of the crcclitors, who resided at Madras, (made representations upon the 
subject to the Government of that Presidency, and to Sir Edward Vernon, tl)c 
Admiral on the station, in consequence of which the latter sent on the Sea-horse 
frigate to China. 

Captain Panton, the (’ommander, on his arrival at Canton, proceeded, con- 
trary to the advice of the Select Committee, but in coiformity with his orders, to 
deliver in per.son the letter from the Admiral to the Viceroy, of which he was 
(the bearer, anil to urge payment of the claims. It appeared, in the course of 
the negociations and ili.scussiuns which followed, that the Imperial Edict-s of the 
l(^wetUy- fifth year of the reign of Kecniung had bused the foreign trade upon a 
A^ystem of mutual .security. The shopkeepers, for example, who were allowed to 
sell certain articles only to foreigners, ivere hound to ship them off through the 
Hong (if a security merchant ; and every .series of five shopkeepers became, joint- , 
security to a Hong merchant for payment of the duties in their trade. Th© 
Hong merchants were, in turn, hound mutually - to the Government, for the 
1 duties owing by them individually, and also for their respective debts incurred by 
their legitimate trade to the foreigners, for which the Govennneut became 
-^larantee, Hiit the Emperor, at the same time, prohibited tbe foreigners to. 
.Ji^d money upon interest to tbe Chinese merchants, and ordered all sucii loans. 

^ ' be confiscated, and the borroivers to be declared criminal. As the Co- Hong, 
^‘•blished by tlie Edicts. Iiad subsequently (1771) been nominally dissolved at ' 
foreigners’ request, it now became a question, how far thesyi^tcSn of mutual 
^^orify was still applicable to foreigners, and if it were,, how fiir they bad reason to ' 
M)ect debts to he paid of the nature of those desenbed above, which had. been 
leurred in direct opposition to the Imperial mandate. Captain Pauton was able- 
> cfil'ct nothing on his first visit; but he went to^fadras, and ixiturned again- ta . 
Jhina; whilst, during his absence, frequent cotniniiiiications took place, between 
he Creditors, the Iselect Committee,.and the civil authorities of Canton; who had 
uately submitted the case to the Emperor; The debts pn the 3lst December^ J1779» 
.with tlni accumulation of interest, were as follows . 




Qw4hg*by, tbe Hong'Aicrchawf 


Yngshaw 
COqua . 
Seunoiia ' 
Kewshaw ’ 
Munqiia 
Cbnqua, 


PblTftrs.^ , ,, 
i,364,tia''' :t,.. 


Under 208. bonds 







, ■ The tmperoi*^* will was coni'miinicatecl by ^(S^’yiiteripy ,<)f 4^ to 

■Ca^m Panton, in his second visit, in OiJtohcr, IJfiiO,' • iJtrelreiv:ed to tluvfoi'mpr 
Edicts vespcctihg Joans of money , Iw the Hong incrchapt8, 'ahd -dcsc'>'ihed several 
of the above debts as coming under this head, and being, moreover, made up ot* 
•j®surious interest. Otjiei's, .as-Coqua and Svnnqiia’s, were .'Owing It)* meu long 
since Itaiikriipt, upon whose debts there could be no nccitnihlation ot interest 
allovve^l It finally selected Vngshaw and Kewshaw’s debts as the only ones 
cntitl^ ^ consideration, on the ground that these parlies achnowledged to have 
received to the, extent, of 136,700 and lOn.GOO taels respeeiivoly in money, in 
the 23rd year of Keenlung, j>rior to the Edicts of the ‘2r)tli year.’ One-half only 
of their, accumulated debt, in Occember, 1779, was therefore ordered to be 
jiaid, namely 600,000 taels in ten annual instalments of 60,000 each. ’I’he 
distinction of bond debts, and ti-ading debts, is distinctly ])rcserved in the reply, 
by winch the mutual guiu'antce .system Is tacitly admitted to be still in I'orce, and . 
we shall sec that it has been acted upon ever since. The mode of paying the' 
debts ivas not preseribe<l by the Kinperor, hut left to the local officers of 
Canton, between whom and the Hong merchants it was arranged, the following 
year, to impose a duty of 1 tael and 2 mace per pecul, upon green tea, 6 mace, 2 . 
candarin upon black tea, and (i per cent, upon raw silk. 

The condition of the Hongs is thus described in the East India Company** • 
Factory Records, in the beginning of 1780. 

“ Coqua is entirely ruined,, 

“ iSeunqna’s brother was declared a bankrupt in 1774, and the Mandarins 
undertook to settle his debts with the English. According to their decision, the 
Hong still owes about 222,000 dollars. * 

“ Kevvshaw is much involved. 


“ Yiigshuw’s debt amounts, by his own account, to nearly a million of 
dollars. Yet be still does husiiuKss, but uo confidence can be placed in him. 

'‘Chowqua ainl Shykitupta are, we believe, very clear of debts, and are 
people of property. 

“ Muiuiua owes a great deal, but is not supposed to be in immediate 
disitress. 

“ Piiankhequa’s debts to the English do not amount to more than 80,000 
dollars ; with a little manngetdent, he is the merchant most to be depended on. 

" These merchants,” the Committee add, “have been ruined in part by 
their own vanity and extravagsmee. Money became so plenty lierc, and was 
offeit'd to them with so seeming, a liberality, that they could not with.xtand the 
temptation of borrowing it; hut, although much may have been expended by 
their vain and tjxpensive way of living, the greatest part has, vve believe, 
been extorted from them by the oppres.ston of the Mandarins.” , 

By the Hoppo’s order of the 17th April, 17B2, the following five new Hong 
were established, viz.; Sinqua, Gewqua, Finqua, Secqua and Scenshaw, an 
two extra Herngs were contemplated, Excfiin at»d Sinchong. But the nc« 
Hong pierchauts are described to be forced into the business, and to be men of 
no iHiiKuanee. , The old Hong merchants refused to be security for them, and the 
five new were ordered to .be mutual security for each other. In the following 
year we find t.he following recorded by the »Select Committee. ‘‘Yng'hawand 

■ Kewshaw are on the. point of being seut into banishment. Coqua’s Hong i.s long 
before bankrupt ; .Sciinqua’s nearly in thc same situation,. and Miinqua too much 
embarrassed to be of any comsequehcc ; so that the whole trade is in, a manner. ! 
confined to Puunkhequa, Shykinqua and^Oiowqna, and the new Hong.s.** In 
allusion to the settlement of the debts, we find the following rem;^‘k, which is 
worthy .of attetytipn. ” It seems to be an establi^ied maxim amongrt the 
Mandarins at thjs place, to d.iscourage, as much as. possible, -all applications to 
the ^Emptii'Or, bmh they may prove dangerous to their pcrsit^ps^and derogatory 

tb.eir;C'dnseq^nehce : exeepV it) circarnstances tbafi cannot be concealed, as in the 

■ casp of-;Captaih.:Panton,« without whose intcrletetice, we ‘ are Veil assured, .no 
yrepresett^fcion iyom the. credt.tora.or any other body of men, coi/ld ever have 
. ■ Teacbed;.U^e pourts Mnch-Iew .cj^ we expect the assistanee.of the. .Hoppo, through 

whom hjjip.biet u^ssRi'ily mtss.ihttlie first instance. ' 


No ih]Btancp;.of debts.' 


;,.by Hong merchants aficr the foregoing, are 


V.foun(l;‘^tii47$$, when ciaiii^^i^h,thc.^8^ meixbany^qua, chipfiy put in 
w one yepf by the Co-hong, under 4>!cders frOih Govern- 

nieht> iqe^gtingv tto 3Q0,0Q0 lu 1796, Shykinqua bad become heavily 

held, |^urity^-| 
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dpparently in mortgage, to tlic extent of 280,000 taels. The Co-hong purchased 
the security, and. the balance of the debt, amounting to 000,000 taels, was paid 
by six annual hjstalnients. • • * 

In 1793, according to Milhurn, there were twelve Hongs, and in 1808 
(burtecn,^ viz. : 

Pnaiikhcqua, Ponqua, Maiihop, Fatqua, 

Movvqiia, Gnewqua, Poonequa. Fonqua. 

J^iiiqua, Conscqiia, Lyqua, 

Cbunqua, Exchin, - Kinqiia, 

• Of the eigh\ ITongs spoken of by the Select Connnittec as in existence iif 
1780, ue find in 1808, only Pnankhequa, and none of the new Hongs, said to 
have been c.stal)Ii$lied in 1782,* except Exebin. As a I long-merchant is never 
allowed to forsake iiis calling during hi.s life, atid his son or relation is always 
made to succeed lum, and there is bc.side.s some pride in keeping up the name of 
a Hong, vve may suppose that all the otiicr Hongs of 1790 had become extinct 
through bankruptcy. 

In 1810, the Select Committee had to enforce payment by the Co-hong, of 
debts owing i)y (inewqiiaand (loqna, amounting to 1,400,000 taels, which were 
arranged for liquidation in ten years, and the former’s final dividend was paid in 
• Marcli, 1821. In 1813. debts owing almost entirely to private British trailers or 
others were recorded against five Hongs, including the above Goqna, as follows : 
Consequa . . . , . 822,800 

Exchin . . 820,010 

Manhop . , . . ^ . . . 1,237,681 

Poonequa ....... 741,147 

Goqna ....... 341,953 

Dollars . 3,904,197 

An attempt was made, on this occasion, by four of the solvent Hongs, to 
monopolize the whole business, which was evaded by the Select (Committee obtain- 
ing permission for the five bankrupt Hongs to continue their business under a 
trust-deed, ainl the following minute was entered in their records on the occasion. 

*• 'The Eu ropean creditors of the Hongs, Convequa. Exchin, Mauhop, Poo- 
nequa, and Goquu, have at length come to a conclusive arrangement respecting 
theiicbts due by those merchants, and have resolved tu await the payment of their 
claims by such profits as may arise from the commerce carried on by the Hongs, 
in preference to making any application to Government for the payment of their 
debts, ami vvliicb, of course, would occasion those Hongs being declared bank- 
rupts. With the exception of Consequa and Goqna, whose debts to the Com- 
pany arc not consideniblc, these Hongs have cleared off their debt with the Com- 
pany, and all have a balance to receive this season, when all the leas arc 
delivered.” 

In 1821. wc lind the following memonindum in the books of a private cre- 
ditor. “ If the liipiidation of these mcrehants’ (Exchin, Manhop, and Poonequa) 
debts, were to proceed merely in the same ratio that they have done for the last 
eight years, the creditors must see at once the necessitj' of an appeal to Govern- 
ment, taking all chance of the is.sue; but hopes arc held out of a more rigid sys- 
tem of management being observed tlian hitherto, and the merchants being sub- 
jected to fewer demanils on them.” 

Manhop’s final dividend, howevcr,.was paid in December, 1823, and Exchin’s 
in March, 1820. The others are accounted for in the following list of insolvencies 
recorded subsequently — which was recently laid before the Chamber of Commerce 
in Canton. . 

CONSEQUA died insolvent in 1823, dollars. . dollars. ^ dolors. 

owing foreign debts • . . .* 171,09T Drs. ' 8,090 

. PACQUA toiled about 1823 to ^ . . . . , . 

18‘J4 . : . 671,463 do. 132,467 ; 

POON’QUA died iusolveut in 1827 122,21,1. , do. 226,905 

JVIANHGP failed in 1828 . . , 1,12.5,5‘3^ do. .'385,148 

CHUN QUA failed’ in 18^'9, owing ' V ' 

869,703dollarslessproccedsof his Hong < 

property • ♦ »,290,57() 57^,193 idb, '^*4lj226 

Drs. 2,669*496 Drs.; 793,836 
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Paid as follows ; 

Foreign. 

Duties. 

Total ill ouch 


dolhtrs. 

dolliirs. 

dollars. 

In 182.5 

34.218 

0,300 

40,578 

„ 1826 

34,218 

129,3.37 

103,555 

„ 1827 

100,777 

4.858 

171,0.35 

„ 1828 

207,.510 

104,002 

372,178 

,, 1829 

400,902 

241,897 

0 18,859 

„ 1830 

302,018 

] 9(1,548 

559, 1 00 

„ 1831 

32 1 ,882 

8.948 

3, .30, 8.30 

,, 18.32 

378,4.3') 

38.9.55 

417,400 

„ 1833 

378,435 

2,201 

380,(i!)0 

.. 18.34 

378,435 


3,78, F’,5 


2,009,490 

793,, 830 

3,403,33,2 

Add portion of (Jmn- 
ipia’s debts liquidated 
from Hong property 




2!H),570 



2,90(),O(;0 

Total foreign debts 

in ten years. 


CoiiJJoqiia died insolvent in tlie Autumn of 182-), owin^ ioreitrucrs 
171,01)1 Spnnisli Dollars. 

“ Ills forcii!;!! eiadilovs made inei,'ssanl demands lor tlie settlement «>(’ their 
(‘laiin, wliieli the (h)-hon;j;, at Uniifth, with the sanction of (rovernmcnt. nrrani>ed 
for paynnrit in livi‘ annual iristaluionts. liut the amount beine; small, tlie 
hirei^ners insisted on a shorter pericul beino- l!\i>d, and a jiarty of iluan in tlie 
aulinnn ol‘ 1824, presented a [jctition at llu! t/ity where tbev weiv deter- 

iniiied to remain fill liettcr ftains wcje i.n'antcal. Tbey maintained tlveir post 
limine; llie wliole ol' one nii^ht, and till midnij^-Iit of the s*‘Cond, when ll(nv(|ua, 
after xaiious uusncc'cssfiil attmnpts to dj*ive tlunn away by intimidation, expressed 
Ids readiness lo aj^’iec to whatever terms mij^'ht. bo demanded. On which the 
I’oivi^i^ners consented to receive payment in tliree annual instalment';, in lien of 
Ih e as fixed by tlie government. 

J*ac(|ua, [.b>Mg merchant, had ibr several years l)cen in a f ottering con- 
dition, and various com))rouiises had been made of‘ his di‘!>ts, Irom time to time, 
notvvltbstanding which, Imwever, tliey continued (ointantly on tlie ie.creasi'. 
And alter a protractial negociation, the ilong was finally broken in IS Jo, and lie 
himself banished to i^le ; Ibr which ilestination, however, he de(‘s not a])j)car lo 
have started till lS2S. His debts, then adjusted, aiiiounted to 071,lb'»,'>o 
Spaiiisli dollars. 

‘‘ 1 1 is death :it KIc nas noticed in tlie Canton Newspaper three or tour 
years ayo. 

“ I’ooinjua, Hong moreliant, died insolvent in January, ls27, owing to 
foreigners 122,2 1 dollars, which were agreed to bo paid hy the (.'o-hong, in 
three annual instalments, eonnueneing in February. iy28. 

“ Manhop, Hong merchant, failed early in 1828, say in January, after 
having been several months in a very tottering condition, llis ilchts to foreigner.s 
amounted to l,126,r).‘38 Spani.sh dollars, I’etilions tor a settlement were imme- 
diately pre.sented, which however was not arranged till December. 1828. lu 
February, 1829, the lirst dividend of one-si.\th was paid, and the wliole completed 
in six instalments in February, 1834. 

“ Chinupia, Hong merchant, failed in 1829 — the senior partner having 
retired to Nankin, carrying olf .all the property in cliarge of the Hong, whicli 
lie left, ill debt, under the management of a stupid younger brother. His debts 
to foreigners amounted to 809,702,132 dollars. The first petition fof a settleiiiciit 
was in September, 1829. The subject was pressed on the Goverument and 
Hong iiicrchants during the whole of 1830. It was not, however, till March 10, 
1831, that the first dividend was paid of twenty- three per Vent., 198,1;>0,2I) 
dollars. In July, 11|; per cent., 99,07.5,10 dollars, both arising from the Hong 
property. Tu February, 1832, 1 90, 845,()1 dollars. Tii 1833, 190,84.5,04 dollars. 
In 1834r 790,84.5,04 dollars. 'Total 809,702,32 dollars, the three last from the 
Coiisoo fund." 

The nature of the above debts will bo explained by the fact, that bonds or 
chops, as they arc commonly called in Canton, were lodged by private individuals 
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i:; )\\c Ijands ol’ onn o(‘ riffciu-y to tlic* ninoinit of 7-1 ^!, 000 ilollars on thv 

{'t 18^2 1, ill hi ariiif;' inteivst at raters of 10 to lo })or cent. 

riie nliolc of wi re Ii^|ni(l:itt'cl, piioi* lo llu' t‘\piration of the 

Mast India ( 'oinj>an\ ’.s tliaitcr. No othe]' I’ailme lias r-eeiin’od sinca* (1nm(|ua, 
t \( cp! !‘"at(}ua, hoouod notliinu; to /oi-(*i| 2 :iu*rs, Imt w:is iiiile!)ted lor ( Jovennnent 
dntios, *idr lilcli Isi'^ Moiil*; v.as closed and lie liiinsclf j;ut in ])r»sO!i, Avlicre lie 
dic(» I. el :i.iK inilil llinjilai s haod^mptey, ulilcli is tlie nunv particidai' eaiisi' 
and Mdeecl of lids puhlical ion. ^ 

[/I lliL'h- «yiiindiL‘' of lie. re uerc lldrteen I Ionics, viz : 

I hfvo|Ua, i Iin^la(‘, Sauuiiia, 

\fr\'o{n.i, Mini;''jna, Kwainpia, ! I'V)Ola‘j 

Satapia, 

I’nnlioiijiia, 


I *iiaiiKli('(|Ua 

( owpia. 


J.jnn(|iia, 

d'aUfpia. 


K iiiLOpia, 

Of these, llo\\f|na's 1 lOtip; is ihe .e.nu a- I'uir/na rid-' hrolher j rmnifinned in 1S()8. 
Mourjiia . Piianhhts'iLi, ( iefjaa. .'o e s j.is «;!' tin* 1 loop; inert-l hints of tliat data*, anil 
the *-ld l\iniO|iia <liv'd a {'ev; le.onili^ .i;;o. The art in;;’ nuanbe-rs of IfcOMjuaand 
lhiai]!J'.e(|n l's Elony;sare h«^th suaitlu men, hut tiny do little or in) Imsiness 
direei!\ A’.iiii ldi td;nu*v.,. ( i<M;e.ds I Ion;; i*’ ekar nl' iN fortner endiarr.issinents 
and dn.o.^' hii^iiiess ; ‘is [ i!*-') ^|{•\^^pla, u lio js ImvNc vcr, still in debt. Kino'(|na 

ha- ncM i' r{'v <i\c'i i‘d emiMri as-i o!‘old slaaidin;;. Min.irona Sacapia, Sanu]mu 
ami Foot;?', an* I [on;;s ol shout to nnu* ye ii:-' sl.aiidniL;, and doinjy aetive 

hasire-s.. lhnilioi<ohL l anmnin :m l Tjkc/iun ar<‘ all neark or eiilirelv extim t lor 

j j k ^ •> 

^xaiit of credit. 

Ijjniit-H* "iispend'ed payrne n io\vard-> tin* taid of and a p(‘ii‘iion was 

sent l'\ /ore)L;nei’s i(f tl'e \dem*e\, t(» dtnr.and j)aj ment oi‘ Ids de]>t:’ in I lie Aju'il 
lolioNviio;, A li i* some defiv, ( *e!neiit { e(‘ nv.i^ iippoinf ed, cons«s{ in;;' of ^\n iliree 
>enii>r lloin; ineialiants .iiui tlns'C leea o;n(*rs; lo ('xattiine line idaini-- wliieli uerr 
}!Ut in a.; Ih7‘) •''J <f.!hn'-, am! >rere ev I'Ut nally ]>assed b) 1 lie ( ‘ommii ee al 

«io!!.:i ‘: llu' a'nmni- eo-tailecl h an.y ehiedy siirelhinn tor iiMeresl. (>r 
nn:dino'* '(’ ddm- fe.r b;id y’o'rik ; bill the ^\ h »l(‘ i)l the tlikls a]>]>earm! to li'ive 
incurred in . rtmd il iniate trade. 

n.s;";<dn i Idna^d li'. (lie Vdceia-y, ami lias since been repeai.e<l|y 
: ;'.;'ed mi f,i:' ; ehohax emyi^ed ih'at tie.' dn'Iits ’’riiall Ik‘ jiaid to the nttc'nnost 
i dle I^: neceiiiljer, In‘) 7, I and has enjuimal tie: Hon;^ nKirhaies to 

ni;dv(‘ arian/enaaits .fni’ th.ii pinpoye. TJk‘V pniposcil to pay ihrelaiins by 
im : .•dr.nnii s, !)e‘;iniine; ii' tiie shippinn- season, of and 1 's'.itk at. tiist in 

ta'.c''iy \ea]s, (hen in lit'teen, and lastly in nim* y(''irs. 'I'lii. elaiiiiaints, 
]ioue\er, liave mit only i.dijt eted to siieli a distant li(|uidalion o{ the debt, witli- 
oiit intiu’cst, but tliey have laapdred that Kinnajua .shall also be included in any 
an.ni^'eineiit. tliat imide, wbose del)ts lo foreii;ner.s arc said to amount to about 
(uee nuMinii of dollars, '^flds Ilonj; has lonj; been (‘onsidcred insolvtuil ; but the 
forei;;m.rs have forhonie to press their elainis out of respect to the lalo lather of 
the family, an old man of eii;lity years of a^re, for whose sake it was hoped liis 
countrymen would find the means lo carry on the llonj;, and not expose Jiiin to 
the penalty and disj^race of a pulilie baiikrujitey. Since Ids death, whicli, as 
licfore notieed, occurred a few inoiilhs ago, it lia.s become necessary to put in tlic 
claims against (he Ifong, 'Tins is the more requisite, as it is understood that in 
sumo of the (.fmsoos or consultations of tlie Hong mordiants, legal difficulties 
have been sfarlcd lo making any private arrimgements through tlie Co-hoiig for 
payment of the debts, without the sanction of (Joverninent. The question is, 
however, still under consideration by the Hong merchants, and propositions have 
been made amongst tliemsclves to impose additional duties on artieJes of trade 
with tlie foreigners lo litpiidaie all the claims; but it seems doubtful whether in 
the presept state of trade tliey have either the power or the will to proceed 
furtlun' wkliout an order from the Kniperor, and jStill more doubtful if the 
liritish claimanliv have tlie means lo bring the matter, with hopes of favourable 
notice, to the Attention of lli.s Majesty. 

It may be hen* noticed that cuamsations wTre made against Shykingqua in 
I 7!Jfi, and afterwards against (.duiiupia in 1 829, of having abstracted large sums of 
inoiu'v from their Hong.s forllicir family u.«c, which was never brought to account 
el’ their a.-^sets. The same acciisaliori is now made against llingtae by hi.s own 
countrymen, the truth of \vhieli the foreigners hayc no means of asciTtaining, 

i\Iowfiua's elder brother is said to have been mulcted some hundred 



tliousniid taels Inr liis vanity in an illcpd attempt In exalt hisfallicr’s 

nj[inic by postlnnnons lionnurs: and both Jlowapia and 'riinpia an* known to 
liavc iwjjended very larj^e sums lb obtain their soii’^ ])rojnotion in tlu' public . 
serviee. The vanity of raising* their ^‘annlie^> hilo eoiiMderation i*-, indeid, the 
ordy indueeinent that ean b(^ imagined, ior men to ht.eonu' I [on*.: nu 

It must also be lioticed, llud a nominal lund, eeill^ d the “ ( ’onsno rund/’ 
is said lO liave beeai furmerly institnteel by line aid of eertai.n duties upon 
JorciLiaf omnuaxT, in order, a^ -ome ^nj^poM*, to |>:i\ oi!' liii' de!)ts owjny bv llu* 
Co-Iion;;' to lore ieneis ; hut it i>. statcal in Loi*d M iieai lne\ ’>> iii'-ti udions to have' 
ariscJi in a me'a.-mre- ii'om demands h\ the I'anja'ini' tai die inereluint s loMippoit' 
liis wars, \'e., aJid it was e)ne olijee t ed tlie e'inl).e">\ to Liupiire' mto ihc' 

■fund. The ( ’ourt of Dinictors a'ave ordi'is ui r('ji‘.o!i^trale ai;’ainsl 

it, and atlemjds Jiave sewa'ral time.^ hee'n made te.) i smniic iedo it aiiel iil;nlibli it; 
\vc have see’ll that a dnt\ was laiel on ( diinese sl.iph. in w ith. th(‘ 1 loppo’.s 

sanction, to j)ay tlic (/e)-lnmu’s) didie^., and similar dailies have’ hexii iinpo.-e‘d 
since, and are, wdtlionl donid, eolKcte’d on some 'iieh pieiixts to this day; 
but there* se*ems no reason to l)elie\ that s-neh diitie- liave ^ ver been rundeeb 
As the torei^ners lan e iie've r he e'li e*onsnlteil a'^ to the mode' ol' le\ yin:;' this 
fund, siippo^^in;^- il: to e‘\i''l , nor had anv e-onlroul o\ eT Its ;.j.pin|)riati()n, tliey 
fan in no way he* responsiide lor ds mjsa])pli\'atioii, ami I In v emaid md io siiiler 
ioj‘ any ladiiie; in its means to lionidate their claims ea- anv eithe r eleniamls 
U[)e)n it. 

It must tnrtlie-j* he noliec'd tkat tlu* Km]u'ior7s I’alie I »»! winc h orde_red. 

the* bankrupt UjejehaiiL\s debts te) be paitl\ paid , e!e ‘ lie d evi lam Mamlaiin.s 
le) he a|)pointed, thronf:li wlienu iidure. ele'alimm helween {\\<: lbre'i_:ue’i s and the. 

I lonas ai’e te^ heearrie'd e)n, to prevcid lulnre dehl.*. heaij'j, ee'iii iaeu*d hy llie 
latiei'. "Jlu' lleippo :i<*eoi(liii‘:l\ appe)inted one* e)l iii^ sid^ordinaUs to su))!’!’- 
intend t he deld'e rations e)i' t lie' (do- lion,;', and to ii\ lh,e [)rie*e‘'N ed exports and 
impea Is ; jod thi'- odiee r, We i Yea m ae lually se t in eominillee* w ilb tlie' prineijial 
I le)iia nu*re'!iants, anel it‘ w as he w ho fixed tlie* Vvlia duties Uj |)ay the debts. 
'TJiis piactiee iippears soon to luive fallen into eli^use. 

hVe)m llie Ibiv^onii;' bi; tory e)l the llony>, we eledne e'. tiud the' eonditions 
nncier wlueli tbreiuners have' traeleMl in China loi* the hisl ( I’lv \«ai'-s at least, 
are. — 

Idiat tile* (diincse (kive'jnment {Jiives tliem no lienelil e)f the laws noi 
iustilutions uiirler whieli its own '^idijects live; hut (hat they ai’c subjeoteel to a 
()ody \»l men, calle'd secuiitj inere'lianls, who luild iiomiiJid raidv (lom the 
Empen^r, and wlio area peeuliai' ])oliee for the eoJdre)iil e.»f Inreigiu'rs and llieir 
trade-'. 

Tlnit llu‘ (diiiicM' (b)venunent j;ivcs no pay to tin* sexni ily merchants foi 
pcrfbnnin*.;' this olllce, hut i ee oinpenses them by a moue^poly in the loreimi trade 
ol all tile* ^reat staples e>l‘lbrei<;n coinmeree. 

"J'liat to recompense llie fon-igiiers for the <lisadvantaj;‘('s oi tlieir situation, 
tlie^ Gove'i'innent j^iiarant(‘es to them the payiiieiil of the debts whie h they must 
unavoidably incur in sncli a limited trade. 

II tlu'se deductions be eoj’reet, it rests, as a matter of course, with the 
Chinese CJovcrnm(*nt, so Jong as it sbull be jdease'd to [)reserv(‘ the; Hemg 
systean, to find the projier men to become security niere*haiils and to devise 
the means to pay the debts which tliosc iiierchanls shall contrae*t. Had the debts 
of 1/80 arisen out of the above comlitiouof trade, Cajitain Panton would cer- 
tainly liave been justified in insisting upon tlieir immediate payinent, or, at all 
events, that interest should he paitl upon them until Ii({uidatcdj and it is pro- 
bable that his demand, if duly supported, wouhl have been complied witli, and be- 
come the precedent for similar transactions in future, d'lic Emperor of (.djina 
may be pleased to lop ofl' the interest, or to wipe olf the half, or aiiy^poi tion of 
elebts ineiirred under the above conditions, and the foreign creditors, if unsup- 
ported by their own (lOvcriimeiits, have nothing for it but to submit. Hut their 
right to the whole remains the eanie, unless it can be shown tluiC the debts are 
fraudulent or the interest usurious. Any evasion of the condition which leaves 
the foreigners’ capital in the hafids of the tlilnese (jovennnent monopoly for its 
benefit, whether for one year or for twenty, is clearly an infraction of the Empe- 
ror’s pledge, [t may not have suited the East India Company to work out the 
correct principle, because the clehts w'crc in almost all cases due to persons wliose 
interests they have admitted to be opposed to their own. Former creditors mav, 
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moreover, l)ave been content to compromise their cliiims, for reasons we shall pre- 
sently show ; but their reasons do not apply to the creditors of the Hongs in 1838, 
nor would the latter admit them, if their objections were likely to be heard in any 
quarter. 


2. — The altered situation of the liritish Merchants under the free-trade which has 

deprived them of the means they possessed previously to recover their claims. 

It has been shown, in the previous section, that in none of the cases which 
established the precedents for the payment of the Co-hong debts, were any part of 
those debts owing to the East India Company. They were due to British met-, 
chants in India, to the snpraeargots and ofheers of the East India Company’s 
service, and to other ])arties who furnished capital to the Hong merchants with 
which the latter conducted the Company’s trade. These loans to the Hongs bore 
various rates of interest from twelve to twenty per cent., and the calculation of 
many of the parties who loaned wa.s, that if a Hong in which they jilaccd their 
money slioiild last seven years at the first rate of interest, or four at the last, they 
doubled their capital by compound interest. Should the Hong break at the end 
of these respective periods, and the doubled capital be recovered seven years after 
in the one case, or four in the other, after the day of bankruptcy, they were still 
as well off as if their original capital liad been the longest period of fourteen years 
in the English funds at five ])er cent, interest. The chances were, of course, 
very much iu their favour ; because, in additihn to the possible stability of the 
Hongs, they had the means of transferring their bonds whenever they desired to 
withdraw their money, and few of them at the time of settlement in 1780 were 
in the lirst holdcr.s’ hands. 

When a Hong did break the East India Company’s I'actory were ready to 
fight the battle to bring about a settlement of the claims, and their dealings with 
the security merchants allbrded them the ready means to receive and distribute 
the dividends. For although it was not the interest of the East India Company to 
pusluhe claims beyond what Avas barely necessary to satisfy the creditors, it was 
entirely their interest to regulate the payments which the clamour of the creditors 
rendered unavoidable. The Select Committee desired to maintain the Hongs in 
tile most effeetivc state in order to preserve as much competition as possible 
amongst the Cbincsc, and prevent too close a monopoly by theCo-hoiig. They 
even went so far, in one case, as to advance the hpnd-money to the creditors on the 
security of the solvent Hongs. 

The solvent I longs, on the other baud, were always too ready to buy up the 
debts of the bankrupts, where they had the means, to secure the lapsed shares of 
the Company’s business. 

The creditors of Hingtac’s Hong have none of these advantages, and their 
claims which appear in every case to be balances of actual transactions of trade, 
have all, or nearly all, originated since the opening of the trade; nor has 
interest been charged in any case, apparently, above the market rate of twelve 
per cent. 

Here it is necessary to digress, to show how certain acts of the British 
Government have tended to involve the British merchants in Canton with the 
Chinese, at the very time when they were taking from them the means to recover 
their money. Those acts were : — the permission to the East India Company to 
continue an agency in Cliiria, for the purpose of passing their funds from India 
to England; the retension of the stock of tea in England in the East India 
Company’s hands after the expiration of their charter ; and the sudden, and to 
the merchants in China, unknown alteration of the tea duty in 1836. The effect 
of the first of these causes may easily be made apparent. The currency of 
Canton is\confined to the old Spanish ' Carolus an^ Ferdinand dollars, which, 
being no longer coined, are becoming scarce every where. The expedients 
devised to obviate a restricted currency, occasion about a fifth part only of the 
mercantile transactions of the place to be exchanged by actual cash payments. 
The whole foreign exports and imports of Canton, amount togetherr to about 
sixty millions of dollars, and taking this as the amount of exchangeable property, a 
fifth, or 12,000,000 dollars, only is required for cash transactions. But as the same 
dollar may be made to perform more than one payment in a day, and the absence 
of banks occasions every one to keep unemployed money in his chest for emer- 
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gency, we may safely suppose that the average actual circulation amongst the 
foreigners and the Chinese with whom they deal, is not more than five tuiliions 
*of dollars. Nearly two millions,* or onc-tliird at least of this amount, is sup- 
pose«l to have been locked up in the treasury of the East India Company’s agents, 
for several mouths prior to the few last weeks, and it is now in the act of being 
poured into circulation by means of their advances upon goods, llie ])ublie 
prints ’.•hicli we have lately received from England, teem with complaints against 
thfe IJr ik of England, for the sudden expansions or contractions of its issues by 
half a million ora million sterling upon its own cireulaiion of sixteen or eighteen 
millions. What, then, must be the effect of the sudden expansion or contraction 
of our circulation, by one-third of its whole anioiiut ? Hut tlic evil of the East 
India Company’s agency, which wc have pavlieularly in view, occurred on the 
opening of the China trade, concurrently a\ith the mischief occasioned by the 
retention of the East India Company’s st</ck of tea. If upon the expiration of 
their monopoly, their teas in England had been thrown at once into the market, 
the price would of course have been depressed, and they would liave passed at 
the low rates, into the bands generally oftho.se who were about to engage in the 
China trade. A eorrespoiuling dej»rcssioii in price bad necessarily followed in 
Canton, which would iii turn have occasioned diminished production. 'J'he 
temporary vacuum in the trading capital of the place, in consequence of the 
cessation of tlie East India Company’s trade, had they left no agency, would have 
allowed little eonipetition, and.tlie India cotton and home manufaetnies might 
easily have been bartered for the low priced staples of Cliina, which would then 
have been a safe remitiance to Europe. The retention of the East India Com- 
pany’s stock often in their hands, on the contrary, by maintaining high prices at 
first in ICngland, brought speculators into the Canton market to whom the 
East India (’ompany’s agency alfordoil the means to buy teas over the 
hoailsofthc re.sident nierclKnits, the holders of goods. 'fhe Hong nierehauts 
took the money in preference to goods, and tempted by the Iiigli prices of teas, 
they sent it up the country to increase the proiliiction for the following year. In 
jiroportion as tlic Chinese staples were raise*! in price, so were the foreign imports 
depressed. Competition forced them, however, into the market, and tlic readiest 
buyers w ore the neediest Hong merchants, who pin chased them at long credits 
to resell them iimneiliately alnong their own countrymen for cash. Such part 
of the imports as were sold by the resident incrch.mts in this way form, 
perhaps, in many eases, the claims now under consideration. Other imjiorts were 
bartered for teas at the prcvailmg high prices, which being shi[)ped to England, 
came int*) contact with the East Imlia Company ’s heavy stock ; aiul, in one case, 
with tile unexpected alteration in the tea duty, by vvliich they incurred los.ses of 
from twenty to fifty per cent. 'I'lie loss occasioned by the duty was aggravated 
too, ill some eases, by tlie capricious valuation of the teas. Docnnients were for- 
mally attested before tiso Chief .'Superintendent last sea.soii, and forwarded to 
England to prove, tliat Hoiica tea which had been contracted for and supplied by 
the same Hong merchant in Mie same chop name, but shipped to two different 
ports in England, was at one called Boliea, and at the other Congo, and the 
duties, before the equalization, levied accordingly. 

It must he remembered tliat the foreigner in Canton, has not tlic same 
choice in his dealings as iiierchaiits in other places. He lias barely the ordinary 
exercise of prudence. He can sell the bulk of his goods, cotton for instance,, 
to one of four or five parties only;’ he has no warehouse to stow it in; no means 
to ensure it against fine. I laving once landed merchandize, he can get no return 
of the duty paid on it, and cannot therefore resliip it, wliatever be the state of the 
market. There may he no alternative, hut to sell it to men of dubious credit, or 
to barter it for other goods of dnbimis out turn in the market tlrey are sent to. 
Under such circumstances, it can be no matter of surprise, that iy>arly every 
foreign house of agency in Canton is implicated more or le.ss with the bankrupt 
Hongs, and all alike lielpicss, apparently, in obtaining payment of their debts. 

Another cireiniistance of the foreign trade may be alluded to under this 
head, not as applicable to the present engagements of the foreigners with the 
Hong iMcrchants; but as very jikely to inriticiice them materially hereafter j which 
is, the probably altered character of the opium trade. 

This drug, which forms about three-fifths of the whole British iniports into 
China, has hitherto been kept; out of the Hung merchants’ hands, and has been 
the principal means of enabling the free traders to endure the burdens upon the 
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legal trade. The rapidly increasing introduction of this article into China, not 
called for by urgent demand on the part of ^the Chinese, but impelled by our 
fiscal measures in India, threatens to vex and alarm the Chinese Government 
beyond endurance. I’hcir recent attempts to check it, have only tended to 
reniovc»the smuggling of the drug from one place to another. The consequence 
is, that upon the eastern coast of China, whore an occasional vessel only 
appeared ten years ago, there have lately been as many as sixteen or eightcq^i at 
one time, and sonic of them are stationary there. ‘ 

I he contraband trade at W hampoa too, which tlio Govcx'nmcnt succeeded in 
stopjiing eighteen years ago, when only 5,000 chestsS of opium were imported, has 
re(;onnncnce<l there now, when the importation is .'50,000 chests and npvvards. 
it is impossible to predict th(' result of such a trade; but none other can so 
easily be imagined, as the legal admission «)f the drug into port, which has 
already been proposed to the (Government by some of its own ollicers. An over- 
ture was even made, it was said, last year, to the Hong merchants to undertake 
the trade. If these merchants are unable to conduct tlic large commerce which 
is already passed through their Hongs, as the facts adduced in this publiciition 
will, it is supposed, make it appear likely to be the case, what must he the effect 
upon them of the sudden participation of the valuable tralTic in opium, which has 
always been the source hitherto, both in India and China, of very hazardous 
■peculation? The cousc([iience must be, accelerated ruin to themselves, and 
heavy losses to those concerned with them. It is quite in the course of probable 
events, tlicreforc, that the legal traflic in opium may one day bring more serious 
calamity to tlie British merchants in India and China who arc engaged in it, than 
the whole power of the Chinese Empire, apparently, is now able to inflict upon 
the contiaband trade. 


3. — The altered circumstances of the Hong Merchants, otoing to the Free-Trade, 

and other causes, which afford them no longer the same means to meet their 

engagements, 

A LI. the reasons which the Select Committee assigned for the ruin of the 
Hong merchants in 1 780, are true to the letter ‘and applicable at present : in 
aildition to which it is obvious that the evils arising out of the sudden opening of 
the British trade, which has been shown to affect the foreigners, must in turn, 
when the reaction arrives, injure the Chinese, 'fhey have, accordingly, been 
heavy sufferars by the low jirice of their staples which has prevailed for the few 
last months, and are consequently many of them in no condition to pay the debts 
which they had previously contracted. 

'The insolvent merchant Hingtac is the son of a respectable goldsmith who 
kept a shop in the neighbourhood of the foreign factories, in which he amassed 
pcrha])s 50,000 or 60,000 dollars to bequeath to his sons at his death. On 
occasion of a demand for new security merchants, in 1828 and 1829, Hingtae, a 
mere hoy, and his brothers set up a Hong. In the course of the few years inter- 
vening between that time and his bankruptcy, he contrived for a while to transact 
a fourth or fifth of the whole legal foreign trade at Canton. 

I'his Ilong may be taken, with some exceptions, as a type of the origin of 
the Security merchants. With little capital and often with quite insufficient 
talent and experience to conduct an extensive trade, can it be surprising if they 
either close their career early, or else buy their experience at a cost, which 
embarrasses them during the remainder of their lives, and their children after 
them. Thq result of the experience of the two oldest and wealthiest partners of 
the listing llongs, llowqua, and Tinqua, [acting partner of the Puankhequa 
Hong] h^ been, to induce them to withdraw for many years past, even during 
the Company’s pharter, from nearly all direct dealing in imports with the free- 
traders. TTys of itself tended to throw the greater portion of those transactions 
into the hands of the weaker and now bankrupt Hongs. If the majority of the 
^Security merchants has become insolvent, as we have seen to be the case, whilst 
sharing in the profltable business of the East Irtdia Company, and supported by 
their influence, what may now be their fate, when opposed to the keen compe- 
tition and activity of free-trade ? If they were ruined in great part before, by 
the extortions of the Mandarins, as the Select Committee supposed in 1780, and 
as has been, constantly asserted since ; how are they now to supply the ever active 
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cravings of those officeis ? It remains to be showrn what the demands upon tlrnra 
arc on this score. 

• The greatest infliction upon them, of this order, is the Hoppo, or Com-' 
missioner of Customs. This officer, on taking charge of his office, i.s said to be 
often encumbered with debt himself ; and as his possession of the office is hmiteiL 
to a few years, it is his object to accnmulateas much money as he can within that 
pci'iod. payment of foreign claims upon the Hongs is tpnte adverse to his 

interestj^hccause it takes so much from his squeezable material ; Imt for any 
thing else he gains by their insolvency, inasmuch as it begets tlie necessity of 
new ^Security merchants, for licetising each of which, he exacts^ it is said, st 
douceur of 30,000 to .'>0,000 dollars, according to the means of the applicant 
wjio has to pay, besides, about 30,000 more to subordinate Mandarins. la 
addition to the Hongs of last year, the present Hoppo has lately licensed two 
otlier.s, projected by men of no capiUil nor credit, and he is thought to have 
actually received a part of the fees which must have been advanced by otlicr 
parties to the speculation. The Viceroy, however, a.shamcd ajiparently at the 
transaction, would not permit the Hongs to be opened. (.)nc of the promiiiejit 
parties concerned in them tvjis known to the foreigners as “Torn, the bird-man,'*’ 
from his previous dealings in singing birds : another was a, tradesman, respectable 
in character, but, as has since been proved, a bankrupt, and his stock in trade, 
valued, it is said, at about 10,000 dollars, has been seized by one of his foreign 
creditor,?. 

Besides the frequent demands which the Hoppo and otlicr IManclarin.s 
exact from the security merchants in the .shape of presents, and under 
similar pretexts ; the first officer calls upon them, in the name of the 
Emperor, for extraordinary contributions on occasion of wars and insur- 
rections, the irruption of the Yellow lliver or similar accidents, in addition 
to a standing tax of 10,000 taels per annum, in the name of the Imperial 
Ginseng monopoly, ’riierc i.s a requisition upon them at present for GU,000 
taels on account of the Thibet war of 1S2G. The contribution was demanded 
in tlris year ; but it appears that they liavc hitherto fought it otF by the plea 
of poverty. It is now ordered to bo paid by ten annual instalments, begin- 
ning with next year. They have likewise a Go\'enimcnt claim upon them 
for the duties owing by the fusolveiit Hong Eabjua, amounting, accorrl- 
iiig to the Hong merchants’ own account, to 300,000 tacl.s, whicii is to be 
paid in tw-o years, commencing with the jiresent. The Hoppo anxious, no 
doubt, to get the start of the forcigu claimants, has lately demanded of the 
security merchants to pay Fal(iua'.s whole debt immediately, and al.so that 
they contribute three years of the Ginseng tax, or 30,000 taels, by antici- 
pation, under jiretext of an Imperial Order. 

The claims upon the Hongs then, not including the Chinese creditors, 
who are numerous, but who cannot be paid until’ the Government and the 
foreigners, for whom the Government, is security, arc satisfied, may be esti- 
mated as follows : — 


Due to Foreiffuers. 

For Duties. 


Hingtae debts . . . . 

2,261,439 

100,000 

2,361,439 

Kinqua do. estimated at ^ . 

Fatqua do. 300,000, I. E. equiva- 

1,000,000 

240,000 

1,240,000 

lent to .... . 


418,000 

418,000 

The Thibet war, 600,000 taels equi- 



valent to 



830,000 

Three years quota for Ginseng, taels. 



30,000 



40,000 

• 

Dollars 

3,261,439 

758,000 

4,889,439 


The above array of figures, in concurrence with the facte previously 
detailed, will make it appear hopeless, it is presumed, to most apprSben8ion.s, 
that the Co-hung, under existing circumstances, will be able to pay its debts 
within apy period which, if interest be not added, will not be equivalent to 4 
the foreigp merchant to the total loss of his trading capital. Some new 
machinery is required in the Chinese commercial system to meet the exigen- 
cies of the British free-trade, apd especially to liquidate .the^ first debts 
incurred, under that free-trade, and establish the precedent fiov similar emer- 
gencies in future. ' * 

■v" 



If the British merchants, aided' no' fon^Y by the" wei^jfc ’of tise^r-iBas 
India Company s, influence, are unable' to gfiiiii th&ir jir$it demand^itlit’ough 
• the ordinary channels of settlement with their creditors,- it is liot tar be sup- 
posed that they will be able, single-handed; to put any otlicr instrdhieniaijlty 
inaction; and Her Majesty’s Superintendents, like all other forCigii.autho- 
rities-in China, however good their intentions, are as yet utterly powerless 
to assist them. 


RECAPITULATION. 

I ‘ - • 

Before proceeding to show how the British Government may aid its 
subjects in China, it may be useful to recapitulate the ]neceding facts, and 
supply a few omissions to impress upon the mind of the reader. 

That the ilebts now owing by the Hong merchants arc a bondJidc .tra.nskr, 
so long as they continue unpaid, of three millions of dollars of capital frdin.the 
foreigners, chiefly British merchants, to the Chinese. 

That these debts are not the result of speculation upon a liigli rate of interest, 
but are incurred almost necessarily by the conditions of the ordinary trade — and 
that another condition of that trade is, that such debts shall be rqiaid under tihe 
Imperial guarantee. 

That the debts being an abstraction from their trading capital, and nCt a 
clioscn investment of money, the foreign mercjiants have no longer the induce- 
ment to consent to a protracted payment of their claims, which former creditors 
had; nor if they had, could they now put the same faith in the fultilmcnt of the 
compromise. 

That the Rritiali morcliatitswho have succeeded to the Bast India Company, 
not possessing the advantages of that body’s monopoly, and consequent identity 
of interest and unity of action, arc neitficr in the position to avoj<I inturriug the 
debts, nor to recover them when made; and that the organs of Her Majesty’s 
Government in China have not as yet possessed the means to acquire moral 
weight with the local authorities, or Hong merchants, to replace the commercial 
influence of the East India Company’s factory. 

That whilst deprived of the East India Conqiany’s influence, but still 
oppo.scd to a monopoly on the part of the Chinese, the foreigners have had to 
compete, so far as tea is concerned, with the worst effect of a Government 
monopoly in England, viz. : a heavy stock in tho hands of parties not personally 
interested in its disposal ; and, in one case, with an iinlookcd-f’or and arbitrary 
change in the duties, having to the British merchant in China all the effect 
of an ex post facto law. That these results liavc, further, been attended with 
the introduction of the East India Company’s funds into Canton, an a manner to 
occasion violent deraiigcmeut in the currency, and consequent fluctuation in 
prices. . ' 

That the above circum,stances of the free trade have equally injured: the 
Chinese merchants, and involved them in losses which have reflected upmj the 
British merchant, in the shape of the debts now in question, and are likely, if no 
change occur, to lead to others hereafter. 

That the British merchant in China has no choice but to trade with the 
Hong merchants, in the bulk of both exports and imports, excepting opium, He 
has, moreover, with few exceptions, no warehouses in which to store his goods, 
nor, consequently, the means to ensure them against Are or fraud, nor to enforce 
his contracts and engagements for them, with the Chinese. 

That he has no choice in the nomination of the security merchants, with 
whom he is compelled to trade, nor means to ascertain the amount of their capital. 
He has' still less means to know, if (hat capital be applied to the purposes of 
trade, or if it be abstracted for the demands of the extravangances, or. for the 
aggrandizement of the Hong merchants’ families. 

That the new Hongs commence their career with the payment of a tax to 
the Hoppo and other Mandarins, of 60,000 to 80,000 dollars, which in most cases 
must absorb their whole capital, and compel .them to borrow either from the 
foreigners, or from their own countrymen. 

That new duties have been levied fi'om time to time, under pretext of 
paying the debts of foreigners ; but that those duties are not discoutinuesd after 
the, necessity for them ceases, and the foreigners have no means to asirortain if 



are funded for the discharge of future debts, or appropriated to the use of 
the* Hong merchants or the Mandarins. 

*. That the foreigners are even compelled often to advance those duties 
fpr the Hoppo will not grant a port«clearance for a ship about to leave the port, 
until the duties upon her inward cargo are paid, whicli it is the proper business, 
according to the custom of the place, for the security merchant to do ; not 
even when the goods arc unsold, and the state of the market may keep them on 
h&nt^for months. But as the so-called security merchants are not obliged to 
secure ships, the two wealthiest seldom or never do, and the duty falls uftencr, iu 
consecpience, to the poor Hongs. It constantly happens, therefore, that the 
departure of a vessel is delayed, because the security merchant cannot pay the 
duties upon her cargo ; and a$ most vessels are consigned to one party only, and 
her cargo to many, it becomes a matter of contentiun, who is to advance the 
duties for the security merchants, and the consignee of the ship is of course 
obliged to yield. The sums, which we have seen to be due to Government by 
the Hongs, arc, therefore, chiefly on account of export duties and amount, pro 
tanto, to a remission of duties upon their own staples, at tlie expense of the foreign 
imports. 

That when goods are. once landed, they cannot be re.'^hipped except upon 
payment of file whole import duty again, in the .shape of export duty; how- 
ever bad the market may have become in the meainvlnle, or liowovcr doubtful 
the credit of the Hong may l\ave become, in which the goods are deposited. 


The aid required from the lirifish (loreni merit. 

It is at all times easier to ])oint out grievances and abuses, than to 
devise a remcfly for them; and this is peculiarly the ease with regard to 
the foreign trade in C’hina. 'Plie remoteness of Canton from the seat of 
Clovernnicnt, renders it imjjossiljle to the foreigners b) ascertain the policy 
of the Imperial Governmeitt with respect to the foreign trade, or to know 
if the acts of the local aiitborilies spring immediately from that policy, or 
if they ai’C merely the suggestions of tlieir own self-interest or e.aprice. 

Either from one or other c.ause. the foreigners are. noflouht. subjected 
to many aimoyanees in carrying on their commerce, soim* of whieli have 
.already been submitted to the Britisl> Government, and ren)edies h.ave been 
proposed, involving <pieslioiis attemhal w'itli remote eonse({uene(‘s, which 
it tloes not fall within llte province of this enquiry to enter into. lt.s 
object is limited to obtaining payment of the debts owing to British 
merchants by the (Mtinese, and guaiant<'e(l by the Chinese Government, * 
and to lessen the risk, if possible, of iueurring similar resp(msii>ilitics 
in future. 

These debts constitute a transfer of Britislj capital to the Chinese 
I'long merchants, of about 3,000,000 ofjlollars, which the creditors re(|uire, 
surely not unreasonably, to he repaid within that time in which that 
capital would double itself by eoinpouiul interest at tlie usual market rate 
of twelve per cent., which time is .about si.\ ycar,s. Whereas, the Cliinese 
propose to liquidate the debts in nine years, beginning with next year; 
which, in the ease of llingtae, w'ould betenaiul .a half \ears from the dale 
of adjustment of account, and a still longer time in the ease of King(}ua. 
The British Government may intcrpo,se its authority with the Emperor of 
China to obtain earlier payment of llingtac's deljts wdthout fear, it i.s 
conceived, of compromising itself, since a committee of foreigners and 
Hong merchants, appointed by innlnal eonsenl, has examined and 
authenticated the debts, and the V'ieeroy of C’anton has declared oflieially, 
that they shall be paict to the uttermost mite ; but without specifying ,a 
period for the liquidation. The demand for j>ayincnt o£ the debts, within 
a given time, may be met by the Cliincsc Government tfith precedents 
of former protracted liquidations of debts; but we conceive, that the 
justica of their being paid within the time specilied above w ill bo found 
unquestionable. But, cveA if the counter objections (d‘ the Chinese, or 
motives of policy, reader it inconvenient to the British Government to 
insist upon a definite period of payment for debts already conti*actc(l, it is, 
humbly submitted, that both policy and regard for the welfare of the 



!l^ritish subjects in China demand that a definite, if not imme^atc, 

shall be required for debts which the llong n^erchants shall bn ioand^tfi, 

* owe in future. This alone would be a considerable b<ion to the foreigners; 
id Canton, and possibly also to the, Hong merchants themselves, ]bf.. 
shielding them awhile from the extortions of the Mandarins, and from tibus, 
liabilities’wluch the solvent Hongs become exposed to, by having. ne<^y. 
and incompetent persons thrust iiito their corporation. , ,, , 

Respect for Kuropcan international law, as well as common ju^tici^ 
may also render it (ixpedient to the British Government to dictate to the 
Emperor of China, if it have the power, tlie regulations under which the 
commerce of his empire with foreigners shall be conducted ; but it may 
surely require of him lo respc<^t and enforce the rules he h;is himself laid 
down. He has prescribed to the Rireigncrs to trade with the security 
merchanis only who arc nominated by himself or by his delegates ; ana, 
in so doing, lie taeitly engages for their capability and proper conduct. 
It is for him to lake earc that the foreigners’ capital, which p;isscs through, 
the scenrity merchants’ hands, be not diverted from its proper use, either 
by the folly of those })artios, or by the extortions of his own officers. 
This <lut) vvill, it is conceived, be indirectly but prcssingly enforced upon 
him, by the British Government insisting upon the debts being paid, 
immediately, whiob the culpability '■jf his officers assist in forming. The 
mere demand vvill, at th<5 same time, accelerate, the payment of the debt,., 
sustaitu'd, as wc believe it; to be, by both right and reason ; and it may 
easily be made in s»ieh a way as to compromise the British Government 
in no ulterior measures, whilst it may also be re.adily made the basis of 
further rocjuisition, if it be deemed advi.sable. 

Although accidental oircumstiincos of trade li.avc, in some instances, 
as at present, conduced to the <lcbts of the Hongs, it will lx; seen 
thnmghont the preceding |)ages, that the exactions of the I lopjx) and other 
Mandarins, an; the principal absorbents of tlie capital of the security 
merchants, and, through them, of that of the foreigners. 

'I’heir extortions arc tlic necessary and understood eousequence of 
their small salaries. This state of things belongs to most govcjrnments, 

{ verhaps, in a certain stage of their e.-ireer, and no effeetual change in it 
>V foreign interference can be foreshown sliort of reform, amounting 
almost to a revolution in the government. 

So long a.s this practice exists, any treaty or tariff made with the 
Chinese Govermnent will always be evaded or misdirected, like the 
supposed Cons(x> Fund, unless watched over iry^'cssantly, and checked by 
•some more powerful controiil than is |X)ssessed at present by the British 
Superintendent or any foreign Consul in China. But the lirm and decided 
demand of the British Government for the immediate payment of money 
owing to its subjects, wliich may otherwise be diverted by the rapacity of 
the Mandarins, may ensure the temporary exertion, at least, of tho^ 
Emperor’s power to restrain their extortion. 

The .alternative may suggest itself to the Emperor, of abolishing the 
Co-hong system altogether, and this, if it led to unrestricted competition 
amongst the Chinese merchants, would be, perhaps, the happiest result 
which could be expected ; but caution will be required in admitting the . 
proposition. If the Co-hong be abolished’, the Hoppo’s office must be 
remodelled, and a host of subordinates, who belong to the system, should 
fall with it, else the evil will be shifted merely, and not eradicated. The 
exactions of the Mandarins would follow the free-traders as grievously os 
it now docs the Hong merchants, and the foreigners would have lost the 
only check they now have on those exactions, — the necessity of the Hong 
debts being tepaid. ' < 

The abolition of the Co-hong would be tot.ally ineflijctual also, unless 
attended by a better system of collecting the Customs duties, and the 
general acquisition by foreigners of warehouses, in which to store their 
goods ; but to obtain the warehouses, will requirp cither that their residence 
be permitted beyond the precincts of the present foi*eign factories, or else 
that the factories be considerably erdarged. 

To the first plan, the Chinese Government seems to have an almost 



ot^eciibn, And the value of the property in the heighliourhoptl 
• tne faictorieS, beyond what is necessary for mere residence, would make 
thi; last so expensive, that, if gained, it will almost certainly impose 
additional duties upon the trade. The only middle course which seems to 
piresent itself, is one which has been ta.lkcd of amongst the Chimsse them- 
selves, that two or more of the existing Hongs be constituted custom and 
bonded warehouses, through which all foreign imports shall be passed, 
and pt»y duty according to a fixed tariff. Yet these, if under the controul 
of the Chinese Mandarins, would only subject tht^ foreigners to the petty 
vexations and delays by the underlings of Clovcrninent, which the Hong 
nkerchants and their assistants now encounter. 

This objection might be obviated by the British merchants having a 
common warehouse of their own, and umler their own controul, through 
which the goods should pass, and duty bn paid, and a manifest handed to 
tha Mandarins for their satisfaction, attested by the British Superintendent, 
or some similar plan. These suggestions, however, are not intended to 
dictate any jmrticuhir course to the British (Jovernincnt, but only in the 
hope to draw its attention to the unprotected situation of British subjects 
in China, and to point out the assistance which may most readily be 
afforded, and will, at tlie present moment, be most gratefully received. 

The preceding statements cannot belter be concluded, perhaps, than 
by the paragraph already quoted from the recortls of the Kast India 
Company’s Committee in 1783, viz. : — 

“ It seems to be an established maxim amongst the Mandarins at this 

E lace, to discourage, as much as possi!>le. all applications to the Kniperor, 
oth as they may prove dangerous to their persons ancl derogatory to 
their consequence ; cxc(!pt in circumstances that caiuiot be concealed, as 
in the case of Captain Panlon, without whose interference, vve arc well 
assured, no representation from the creditors or any other body of men 
couUI ever have re;iclied the C<Hirt, much less can we expect the assistance 
of tiu; Hoppo, through whom it must necessarily pass in the first 
instance.” 

Canton, February 19, 1838. 


No. 118. 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston. — (^Received August 31, 1838 ) 

My Lord, Macao, April 2, 1838. 

I HAVE now the honour to resume the subject of my Despatch of 29tli 
March, of this year. 

, It is remarked in the fourth paragraph of the Memorial submitted in that 
communication that the debts owing by the Co-Hong either to the (lovernment 
or to foreigners have never been paid entirely out of their own resources, but 
chiefly by means of duties levied upon the .staples of the foreign trade, as the 
Hong merchants propose to liquidate those actually in question. “Such 
duties,” the memorialists continue, “ once imposed, appear never to have been 
taken off when the first occasion for them has ceased.” 

I would take the liberty to draw your Lordship’s attention to this place, as 
perhaps needing some few words of more full explanation. , 

Whilst there can be little doubt that the previous part of the exposition is 
accurate, it must not be inferred that each occasion of embarrassment amongst 
the Hong merchants has been accompanied by additional dutit^s, for that has not 
been the case. , 

Connected with this subject. I \vould beg to observe that the notice the 
Memorialists have taken in the .same pa-ragraph, (the 4th,) of the charge for what 
is commbnly called “ Consoo fund,” is correct as far as it goes. 

But it will ])eihaps be desired that some more copious information should 
be furnished on this point, the more so as it has been generally .supposed that 
the charge was originally created with the express sanction of the Government, 
for the special purpose of forming a fund to meet the foreign debts. 
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ITiere is' no' ev1fl<?ric(*. however, that the Chinese Government has &v«f( > 
recojniised such cT fund, and it is almost certain that no reserve of money htiS' - 
over been in existence for such an object. * * 

The charj^e <vas iinj)osed in 1779, as the terms themselves signify, foe. 

“ Ilonguie,” in otlier words, to meet all coinnu)n demands against the Co-Hongk^ 
whether for foreign debts or for the. evactiotis of the Government. It was then 
settler! as a charge of 3 per cent, on certain sj>ccified articles estimated at a 
value; and it seems to have been raised at ditlerent times to 4, 5, < 

per cent., and irujeed, I find uj»«ni one (K-casion a complaint in the public con^ . 
siiltations, (I81.‘l-^14.) that it then amounted to upwards of 7 per cent. . ■ ' 

Although the charge has never Ix'cn regularly collected and funded, an 
amotmt tfuctuating between 3 aiul 7 i)er cent, has always lemained a permanent i 
burden on the trade, because allowance is constantly made for it in the price of ■ 
the liable merchandize, each' Hong mcrehant paying up w'hatever pro|)ortion may 
be necessary to meet the particular exigenfries of the year, and the didercnce 
remaining to himself ns profit. 

1 sliould add, that this particular business is managed exclusively by the 
the three senior Hong Merchants, so that very little is known about the average 
umonnt rai.sed, and indeed beyond the great ])robability that the proceeds are 
subject to gross misappropriation, nothing further can be safely advanced con- 
cerning the matter. 

The Consoo charge presents, no doubt, a sid^eet of just remonstrance ; but 
the liability of the Cliiuese Government for lhe.se Hong debts rests upon ditfereni 
and much stronger grounds. 

By the law of the empire, all the foreign trade mu.st pass through the hands 
of certain native merchants ajipointed under the special authority of the 
Kmperor, and Ihenec arises a plain national guarantee for their stability; 
neither can it be denied, that this principle had always been recognised and 
acted u]>on. 

I believe 1 Uiay liirn now to other considerations. 

The inaptitude »»f the ancient mode of carrying on this trade upon the part 
of the Chinese, under the circumstance of our own entire change of system, is 
fiO obvious, and the miseliief already created and iijipcnding so extensive, tliat I 
am relieved from any necessity of troubling your lordship at length upon those, 
topics. 

The mode of effecting some suitable modification, is a subject claiming 
attentive inquiry, and I trust I shall he excusetl for submitting iny thoughts ■ 
upon that point. > 

111 my own judgment, it would be best to cojffinc the first proceedings upon ; 
the part of Her Maje.sty’s Government in this case to a .simple demand for the 
money due to British ihercliants," unaccompanied liy any proposals or conditions 
on that or any other topic, and without specification of any pcriorl of time. 
This, I would submit, should be made at the point, and in the manner .suggested 
in my Despatch of November 19, 18.37. 

It W’ould no doubt be mot by reference to former cases of bankruptcy and 
then, it seems to iiie it should at onco he declared, tli&t the alteretl state of cir*' 
cumstances rendered previous arraiig-ements, with respect to time, inapplicable, 
and impossible of admission ; and tliat, if the Chinese Government were not 
prepared to assent to that doctrine, it would only remain for the Commissioner 
to abide where he W'as till he could receive further instructions from England. 

1 have submitted this course, my Lor<l, because I think it affords the be<it' 
hope of peacefully and succc.ssfully carrying anj'^ effectual modification of the 
present condjtiou of circmnstaiK;es : U' state of things, com])rising not merely 
the grave difficulties which icu’iu the immediate ground for this Despatch, hut- 
others of* aVnuch more critical character, exposing this commerce to imminent 
risks of disastrou.'i interruption, that may probably need extensive and hazardous 
interference atjio distant date. ^ - 

On tlic present occasion 1 would submit that we should place ourselves in a 
position from which they will bo exceedingly anxious peaceably to induce us 
to reniove ; and violent efforts to (lisktdgc a Couuni.s.'<ioner from the British 
Crown, till his ju.st demands are satisfied, are most improbable of occurrence or 
might be justly resisted, if tlicy were attempted. 

/ When it is found that this Officer courteously declines continued negociation, 
|[till further mstructions can arrive from England,) immediately that the first 
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m^ia^point is. negative^; and wbcn’it ir observed tbat lie is calmly nnid con* 
tentelUly preparing biioself for a sojourn of many montbs’. duration on tbe coast;.. . 
I Wi witbout doubt, tbat such a* prosp(xrt would move the Cbiuesc Govern-^, 
meat out of its own inj])ractieable buinour, into nnc of a more eoiuplying 
description. • 

To every attempt of the Cliinesc Odicers to draw from pur own some 
prbposai or scheme of adjustment h ading to Ibo departure: of the ships, 1 would 
respectiK.lly submit he should be instructed to reply, t’nat be came there to 
demand the just debts of the Britisli .uierclwmts ; that it rcmainecl for these 
Honorable Officers to explain when and, how they should be paid; that as soon' 
as they would make any proposals on those points, which it consisted . witli his 
•duty to a<’ccpt, Ju: would not fail to acknowledge the communication in suitable 
terms ; that Ins business was to listen deferentially to what was signified to him, 
m)t to'submit propositions to the Court of China ; and iinully, till any arrange- 
ments were suggested, to which he had authority to accetle, that silence upon 
his part would be the surest nmde of avoiding misconception and irritation. 

As soon as the (.‘ommissioucr had siiccec<led in drawing from the Chinese 
sucli a proposal for the adjustment of these claims, as Her Majesty's (iovern. 
ment may direct him to accept, hut not hetore ; I think it would conduce to 
the best eonse<pienee if he were ordered to put forward a statpinent to the 
following effect. 

'I'hat whilst Her Maje.sty’s Go\erameut had no pretension to dictate any 
modification td' system to this Empire, it was strongly felt that the present 
regulations were inaclcfiuate to the altered state of things tm onr side ; that there 
was too lunch reason to believe grievunees of the jiresent nature 1110*^1 bo con- 
stantly recurring, that there were no mean.s allbrded to the. (Officer at Canton to 
draw these under Mis Imperial .Majesty’s gracious eonsideralion, that tbe distance 
to our own country was long, that it could not be hoped distressed and impatient 
men would always refrain from making liu/ardons ailtempts to press their 
complaints, just and unjust, on tlic Cmiri at Peking, till they could either be 
rgjcctcd or submitted by Her Majesty’s. eonunauds iu a sure manner, and with 
due regard to the lmj)erial dignity ; imil lastly, that these and numy other urgent 
I'onsidcrations, had le<l to the determination the Commis.sioiier should remain on 
the spot to maintain secure ami liceoniitig imbljc communications, and to 
])rcvent serious cause of ilispute bctiyeen the two nations. 

Whilst tilings ri'inained in their jirescnt footing, it might be reasoned in 
conclusion, His Imperial Majesty would desire that the benefit of his gracious 
dispositions, and when matters were so disposed that these objects and the 
preservation of a good understajuling could be otlicrwise secured, tlu: Com- 
missiouer w;r.s instructed to return to bis own country, 

1 abstain from adverting to tbe sehemes of modification suggested in Mr. 
luglis's paper, or indeed in any other 1 have ever chanced to see on the same 
subject ; because. I atn afraid it will always be enongb to ensure the tlcfcat of 
any proposal, that it comes from onr side, . 

We arc quite unable, my Lord, to estimate the force of tlio.se various 
topics, arising, as well from policy ius a rooted and extravagant, sense of highest 
human supremacy, which have, always influenced this (jovernment in its policy, 
with respect to the. European powers. And it really seems to he next to impos- 
sible that the Emperor should evef be peaceably induced to accept a string of. 
propo,sitien.s coming from our side ; at all events, till other ciremustances have 
vastly changed the nature of our relations with this empire. Indeed, I believe 
it is no ejiaggeration to say, that they' would rather wo should lake much more 
than, is ever likely to be a.sked (wholly unsought of them) than yield anything 
whatever to our formal demands. . ’ . . 

Hut with this intense cagernyss to save the apfiearances of/lignity, at. 
almost any risk, there txTfhinly subsists an anxious desire to avoid baxardous 
disputes with the European Governments; above all, with thaf of Her Majesty, 
All these eonsideration.s, my Lord, (and 1 am afraid they liavc been very 
imperfectly expressed,) lead me to the conclusion that, lo shape our course, and. 
systematil'ally to persevere in it,»in such a way as will cast the undivided task of 
proposition on the Chinese Goveruinent, is a policy which is deserving of your 
Lordship’s attention. 


•» 



Iliere is strong mson to support the hope that they uronld propt^ tfiu 
removal oiT distasteful and disquieting state of tilings with Her jRdajestyV 
.Government, by the offer of more extensive niodihcatious than any that havu 
ever yet been contemplated. 

^ 1 have, &c., 

• CHARLPiS ELLIOT. 

Chief Superintendtint. 


No. 110. 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston, — {Received Decemher 1, 1838.) 

My Lord, Macao, April 18, 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to lay before your Lordship a copy of certain regu- 
lations, which I found it necessary to establish at tlie conimcncenient of the 
closing busy season, for the better preservation of the peace on board the 
British shipping at Whampoa. 1 have refrained from <loing so till the end of 
the season, in order that 1 might be able to report how far they have fuliilled 
the purpose in view. 

The immediate circumstance which led lo this measure was a dangerous 
disturbance on board the ship Ahercromby Robertson, at Whampoa, in the end 
of the month of September last, in which the Commander and officers had 
been obliged to arm themselves for their own protection, and for the sup- 
pression of the disorder. 

An officer was immediately despatched to me at Canton, to report the 
state of the ship, and to rcciucst I would furnish my assistance in the restora- 
tion of a state of due subordination. 

On my arrival, I found that the disturbance had arisen in the following 
manner : — A seaman had been adjudged, for some misconduct, to receive two 
dozen lashes, by a species of Court of Inquiry, held upon him by the order of 
the Commander — a mode of proceeding that seems to have been usual in the 
Company's late Maritime Service, to which the Ship and the Captain formerly 
belonged. 

When the man was seized up, the crew had rushed in and forcibly 
rescued him ; and the Commander informed me, that although he felt he could 
have defeated tlic attempt, still it could not have been done without blood- 
shed ; and as I was at Canton at the time, he preferred to leave things in 
their present condition, and to report the facts for my future disposal. 

Having examined the papers, and satisfied myself of the misconduct of 
the man, I felt timt it was immediately necessary to assert the authority of 
the Commander over a crow consisting of about a hundred people ; and I 
therefore desired the sailor .to submit himself to tl^e punishment which 
been ordereil. 

He took refuge amongst the crew, hut I followed him, and having taken 
him out from amongst them, caused him to be seized up. 

1 then ex|)1ained to the seamen, that a comhinc<i and violent effort to 
resist the authority of the Commander was a felonious offence; that they 
were labouring under a dangerous misconception, in believing they were 
justified in such proceedings by reas«)n of his ordering the infliction of cor- 
poral punishment, or upon any other pretext, and that their single lawful 
mode of tedress. in the case of illegsU or excessive punishment, was to be 
sought in the courts of justice. 

Tlie measure I had adopted, and this representation, had the effect of 
siihduing thc ’oiul spirit of tlic people, and drawing from them proper expres- 
sions of regret for tlicir misconduct. I gladly availed myself of such a reason, 
for casting off tlie seaman without llie iiifliciiop of the punishment; and after 
some liinher exhortation, I hail the s^itisfaclion of leaving the ship in a state 
of perfert (]uii't and subordination, in which she continued during her further 
stay in this country. . ■ - . 
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r Most serious disturbknccs, however, had been frequent on this point ; 
and' thei'efore; ' on my return to Canton, I drew op the accompanyinfj Memo* 
ratidUm,Ttirnishing'it to the Commanders of Ships ^ they arrived, in order • 
that it might be read, in the event of need. 

Your Lordship is aware, that the Ships in the Country Service anc man- 
ned by Lascars, with whose language and customs the Commanders of Ships 
in tiie Home Trade have no familiarity ; and this was the reason which led 
me tb afrpoint the Senior Commander in the Country Service to superintend 
the general police of that portion of the fleet at Whampoa. , 

The Inclosure No. 3 is the copy of a letter I addressed to the Senior Com- 
mander at Whampoa, requesting him to bear in mind that it was only intended 
be should interpose, when invited, for the preservation^ef the peace. 1 took 
this precaution, in order that there might be no unnecessary interference on 
his part, in the management of the Ships’ Companies, by their respective 
Commanders. 

• The Inclosures Nos. 4 and 5 explain the single case of di.sorder, and the 
proceedings taken upon it (except the one already mentioned), which has 
occurred during this .season ; so that I may now satisfactorily report to your 
Lordship, that these arrangements have been attended with the best eflects. 

I trust it will be considered, that I was justified in taking the particular 
occasion in question to establish these regulations. Every season since the 
opening of the trade had been fnarked by constant scenes of disgraceful and 
dangerous riot at Whampoa, and 4 ny own personal attention could not at all 
times be given without public inconvenience. 

One of the gentlemen who had filled the station of Senior Commander at 
Whampoa, represented tome, in a private shape, that in the Company’s time 
the Senior C’uimnander received a sum of £500 each season, as a compensation 
for the pcrrormance of duties of this description, which he justly remarked 
were both responsible and disagreeable. 

1 replied, that I need hardly tell him I had no authority to make any 
allowance at all upon such grounds, beyond the mere payment of expense 
actually incurred ; ,aiul that it was to be considered that the connexion be- 
tween the Company and their. Commanders was strictly one of master and 
servant, so that the sum of £500 was given as a general remuneration, not for 
any particular service. 

No relation of the kind existed between Her Majesty’s officers here and 
the Comniauders ofsliips visiting China, and it would be remembered that, 
according to our law and customs, station devolved many unpaid duties on 
individuals, more particularly duties having in view the preservation of the 
public peace. 

I remarked at the same time that I would move your Lordship to authorize 
the payment of some lionorary remuneration to the gentlemen upon whom 
this task devolved : that is to say, if the present arrangements were to subsist. 

May I, therefore, respectfully submit for your Lordship’s favourable con-, 
sideraiion that a sum not exceeding two dollars per diem should be paid by 
tliis establishment to each tif the Senior Commanders, having European and 
Lascar crews, for every day that there arc more than six ships of each class 
in Whampoa Reach. 

1 think the allowance would be productive of considerable public useful- 
ness, both in giving to the whole arrangement a more format character, and in 
insuring a zealous performance of the duties it imposes. The expense would 
be trifling. For six months of the year Whampoa Reach is almost entirely 
clear of British shipping. 

I have. See., , 

, (Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent. 



for ike more E^edual Preserva/im of tiu> Pdtti^'VW '- teeftW the Britieh 
' ' ' y .' ■ ■ Shipping at Whampoa. 

‘ ' ■ '■ ‘ - - ’ ‘/-'j -s \ 

. , Cnn4t»i, SepiepiAer 

WITH a view to the efFecttml |>re8ervitiion of the peace on liowwifthe 
.Bvitislf shippinjE; at \yhftmpoa, the fbUowing i^tgulations are' 'csta)t»lreli©d'> iind 
proinulpfated. it 

1. Tlie aenior cothtnandcr in the Cofnpany’a late niaritimo service, at anchor, 
or hereafter arrivinj^ in tlilft reach, is ref(uestM to hoiat a red pendant at thetnafn, 
and to Coiiiiider hiihstdf generally charged with the duty of dinching any -riot or 
insubordination which" ihay break oat bn board any British ship, having a 
European crew'. 

- ' 2. AU British subjects in the reach are hereby re<iuired to respect , the 

litith'ority of this officer, in his magisterial capacity, or, in his absence, thdtiucho^ 
rity of tile commanding officer of his ship, acting in his place. 

3. Instrnctions will l>e furnished to the senior officer, from time to time, 
under the hand of the Chief Superintendent, for his more particular guidance; 

4. tt is requested that a hook may be kept on board the sonioci officer’s 
ship, containing all memoranda issued by the CJhief Hnperintondont or himself, 
oonceniing the general preservation of good order on board the British shipfiing 
at Whampoa. 

5. Commanders, or commanding officers of the British ships at Wliampoa, 
having European crows, whose peo|>le are in a state of disorder, whicli-it may not 
be practicable otherwisri to repress, to apply to the senior officer for assistance, 
by signal (if need be) of an ensigii at ' the fore in the day time, or tw’o lights, 
vertical, at night. 

0. Commanders, or commanding officers of ships, to receive and detain in 
■safe custody, on board their res|>ective shi|w«, the persons of any seamen of other 
ships comriiitted as prisoners for disortlerly eondnet, under the hand of the senior 
commamlor, or, in his’ absenmV the enmu^nding officer of his ship. 

7. The sum of l,v. (id. per diem, to be checked from the wages of such 
prisonontj'and to be paid to the ’Commanders of sbijis oir board which they are 
confined, to dcfi*ay the expense of their maintenance. 

8. Cotiimatiderfi, or ennimanding oflicefs of sliipsi whose men are in confine- 
ment, under w'arrant, are at liberty to Iiiro an eiiual number of Coolies, for the 

, sei'vice of the ship, charging the expense to tlie wages of the prisoners. 


Concerning Brili.'ih Ships dn the Country Service. 

THE senior commander of the ships in the country service, at anchor in 
the reach, or hereafter arriving, is requested to hoist a white bergec w'ith St 
Geoige’s Cross,, at the main, and to conduct the like duties with respect to the 
ships in . !the countr}' service, whicli have hereinbefore been devolved upon the 
.senior commander in the Company’s late maritime service, with respect to ships 
having Kiirojx^an crews. 

? In the event of any accident, from fire or other cause, needing the general 
. co-operation of the British shipping, the senior commander of the two ships 
. bearing pendants, to take command of the whole (or, in his absence, the com- 
manding officer of that ship) and to adopt such measures for the general safety 
08 may n?em best to his judgment. ... 

By order of the Chief Sui>erintendent, 

, ' (Signed) EDWARD ELMSIJE, 

Secretary and Trm^rer. 





.0 iInqlG8ure No,; 1 19. 

Canton, t^eptemier 29, 1637. 

GREAT (liaordor having taken place several times on board Rritisli ships in 
*Cbiiui, arising from an impression upon the part of tlic seainou that corporal pun- 
. ishiorait cannot legally be inflicted under the authority of their eoramnnders, the 
Chief Superiutetideut finds it incumbent upon himself to dissibuse^tbo, crews of 
this dangerous misconception. 

■ It has re|)eatedly been determined in the Admiralty and other courts that, 
"’‘according to. the law of England, tlio commanders of merchant-ships have a full 
legal right to maintain a state of due subordination on bottrd the ships by any 
punishiiieiit, corporal or otherwise, not at variance with the customs of the British 
sea-service. 

The remedy of the seamen in ease of unjust or excessive punishment is to be 
Bought in the courts of the counti’y : and a most cifectual remedy this course has 
always aftbrded them, for the courts lean ever to their side, preferring, in a wise 
spirit of humanity, to encourage peaceful and lawful complaint iii those places to 
violent and lawless resistance on board tlie siups. 

It may not be amiss to say a fc%v words of .the principles which should guide 
, commanders in any j)aiuful eiiiorgoiioy needing thu infliction of punishment and 
it seems right to add that they are deduced. from the decisions of courts of justice 
upon this ])articular subject : — 

First, and principally, does it beliovo conmianders to take most especial 
care that every punishment be as moderate as the strict necessities of the case 
may demand. 

Secoiully. In all cases which admit of the delay proper for inquiry, the party 
chargcil slionld have the benefit of a full investigation by impartial persons ; and, 
above all, <»f being fairly heard in his own defence. 

In the actual comlitiou of circumstances in this country where appeal to a 
British magistrate is ])ractieablc, it would bo a humane and a prudent, if not a 
rigidly lu'ce.ssary precaution, to seek his sanction befoi*e the infliction of corporal 
punisliiueiit. 

With reference, however, to this rule, the Chief Siiporiiitendent regrets to 
bo obliged to observe tliat there, are cases which, in the language of a late most 
eminent judge of the Admiralty Court, “neither require. nor admit of such a 
deliberate mode of procedure." 

“ Such cases,” says the Icariie*! judge, “ when the criminal facts c^epose tliom- 
Sclvos to general notoriety by tin* public manner in which they are cnmniilted, 
or w'hou the necessity occurs of immediately opposing attempted acts of violence 
by a prompt reaction of lawful force, as in the disorders of a commencing mutiny. 
These fire cases that speak for themselves, and are of unavoidable dispensation." 

’I'lie Chief Supcriutoiulent must now warn the seamen that any persons con- 
■ tumaciously, or forcibly, hindering the commandei's in the infliction of corporal 
punishment, are guilty of felonious olfence. 

Go«*d seamen are perfectly simsihlo that it is necessary for the protection 
of life and property to maintain a state of dne subordination on board the ships, 
and it will usually be found that the praetisers of disorder arc for the most part 
, not sailors at all. 

But the Chief Superintendent has spmit the greater part of his life in the 
flea-service, and whilst he makes this remark, he must not forget to add that tlui 
, piost necessary condition of upholding a slate of good order is to take care that 
' the complaints of seamen, peacefully preferred to their commanders, are heedfulJy 
considered, and promptly and justly redressed. * 

The Chief Superiixteudent will close this memorandum bji observing, that as 
npon the one hand it Is his duty to support the commauders in tlu.> |)rcservation 
ef discipline, so upon the other will he always use every public elfi>i‘t iti lii.s power 
to secure to the seamen a fuU.and .just eujoy'ineut of that ]>rotection which the 
laws afford them. ' * 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 

Chief SupenntendeiU. 
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. inclosure 3 in No.* 11 9. 

, Captain Elliot to Ct/pfain Cribble. 

Sir, Macao, December 19, 1837. 

ND EllSTANDING that you are the senior olUccr at Whampoa iJT the 
lion orablo Company’s late maritime service, I will heg^ you to afford your 
couiiK'l uml assistanoc to the commandinsr officers of any British vessel at that 
place haviiiff an Europetin crow, wlio may ajiply to yon under circumstances of 
ditlicnllv. 

Ami being thus invited, you may be assured that 1 shall not dcclino the 
responsibility of any jiroeeodings taken under your authority, which may l<0 
neces.sarv for the jnvservation of the peace on board the British shijis at. Wham* 
poa, having Kuropean crews. 

I am persuaded that the conimanders of all British ships at thiit anchorage, 
so manned, will zealously second your efforts, whenever you may find it needful 
to request their eo-operatioii. 

^lay I beg you to circulate this letter through the British ships of tlio JfleQf;, 
having European crews. 

r have, &c., 

(Signed)* Cl lA BEES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent. 


Inclosuro 4 in No. 1 H). 

Captain Cribble to Captain Elliot. 

Sir, Canton, .January 13, 1838, 

T BEG to inform you that on Tue.sday evening, the 9th instant. Captain 
i'lainiltoii, of the barcpie Anna Robertson, sent to the Mariiuess of Camden for 
assistance to suppress a mutiny amongst his crew. 

I repaired on hoard with my chief oflicer: and fouml Captain Hamilton 
standing with his officers in a defeiisivjc jiosition, with arms in their hands, having 
brought one man aft, and ondeavoiiriiig to hn'ug another, the crew having 
retreated to the forecastle and making a great noise. I inquired into the circum- 
atanees, which wore .as follows; — “Two men were fighting, and Captain Hamilton 
endeavoured to separate them, they refusetl to be tpiiet, and one man came aft, 
followed by the remainder, and sinzed Captain Ilauiiltou by the breast; the chief 
mate endeavouring to rescue him, was struck in the face, the man using the 
most gross and abusive language. The officers succeeded in dragging him on 
the poo[), when another, on being reiuil.setl in attcnuptiiig to release the former 
from the pooji, seized a handspike, and put himself in a threatehing position. 
Captain Hamilton tlien seized him, and in bringing him aft, the crew rescued 
him, and they all went below.” 1 immeilialely advised that this man should be 
confined with the other in irons. This was done, and as the oflicer appeared to 
be I'ully cfipable of carrying it into effect, I suggested that a court of inquiry 
should be held in the morning. The following tuorniiig 1 repaired on board, and 
requested Captain Hamilton to give me a letter, stating that be had not enough 
Offit^ers to eomiiose a court, upon which, with my chief officer and the chief officer of 
the^liip, I [Voceeded to try them. The cave was too glaring to admit a doubt, and 
aftei^ a fair and ijnpartial hearing on both sides, and receiving evidence of a 
gent Jinan who, was casually on board, I sentenced tiiein to be punished,— 'the first 
prise ler with four, and the second with three, ilozen lasbes. Upon inquiry Captain 
lliuy ilton informed me that he could jiunish them without further assistance, and 
the orders and regulation.? were read by me t/.> tlip crew. The pubishmeiit 
indicted was two dozen each. The crew have returned, quietly to their duty. . 

I regret that such strong measure.? w-cro foired upon us, bttt tlie groaa 
; abusive and personal attacks of llieso miscreants required puiiiskment., T-ho 
‘appointment of a senior officer has been attended with' a good effect in another 



Jjgutmce. Tho crew of the Isabel refused their duty, the captain immediately 
^’ordelred the union jack (niy private signal,) to bfe bent on the i)eak, and having 
’ explained tho conscfiuencos,'they instantly r(ituru(5U to their wfjrk. Tho parti- 
eulara of the court of inquiry shall be prepared and fbrWarded to you at Macao! 

I have, &c., * 

(Signed) HENRY GUlliliLT!:. 


luclosure 5 in No. III). 

Captain Elliot to Captain Gri&hle. 

Sir, Macao, January 20, 1838. 

I HAVE tho honour to acknowledge your letter of the lOtli instant. 

Tho proceedings you found it necessary to adopt on board the sliij) Anna 
Robertson, on the 19th instant, have iny entire concurrence, and 1 hog jou to 
accept my thanks for your proni])t and judicious interference on that oc<iasion. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) CIIARliES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent, 


No. 120. 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston, — {Received December 1, 1838.) 

My Lord, Macao, April 20, 1838. 

IN tlio oourse of the last two months tho number .of English boats employed 
in tho illicit traflic between Lintin and Canton has vastly increased, and the «loli- 
veriesof opium have fro<|uently' been .accompanied by conflict of lire-arm.s between 
those vessels and the Coveniniont preventix'o craft. 

It is jdain that British Mibjects and prop{*rty engaged in these juirsuits are 
. within tho easy grasp of the Provincial .\uthorities whenever it may suit their 

■ purposes, or they may be driven by the Court to act with vigour. 

In thoT'kIicts forwarded to your Lordship in my Despatch, of Nov. 18, 1837, 
the Governor had already charged me with countenancing the outside trade ; and 
' in the event of disaster, (here can bo no doubt he would immediately nttein])l to 
connect the growth of thest' last irregularities with niy own departure from 
.Canton. 

With the purpose of being prepare«l for such devices, I drew up (he paper 
forming the Inclosnrc of this Desfiatch; and 1 directed Mr. Morrison, as soon as 
the Governor should return from his oflicial tour, (which he did about a fortnight 
since), to show it to H«)\v<jiia, and to tell him that these were my opinions on niy 
present position with the Provincial Government; that he was at liberty to 

■ exhibit them to tho Governor if he thought fit, and indeed that I was only pre- 
vented from making them known to his Excellency in a formal manner by. the 

* interruption of tho public communications. 

The pajier was returned to mo two days since by Mr. Morrison, with a 
' message from Ilowqua, to the clTect that the Governor had seen it, but could not 
‘ accede to the arrangement suggesfe;'. ) 

•' I was sensible that the present state of things at Canton could only subsist 
•' ■ns long as the Governor cOuld venture to appropriate a large share of the, bribes,^, 
i by which tlio system is upheld; and therefore I looked for no other result at bin . 

* bauds. 

' was impossible to foresee bow soon bis position in that respect might be 

changed by the woivering policy of the Court, or by tho pressure of those just 

* efaargea of venality to which he is exposed : but looking around, I felt it became 
' me to take every precautiorr, consistent >rith my situation, for sbiclding myself td 

.• .•2Q2 



Her Majcaty’^ ofllcer from any imputatiqn that the actual prope^4ing8,atrC^lttit>a. 
had,, my .countenance, or were produced by my movements. , : * 

. Should, any., serious .disaster cnenc» threatening the lives of .ijer. IVJj^csty’a 
subjects .engaged in these pursiiits, (and in my own judgment this, result is por«» 
fectly probable,) 1 shall not fail to hmud the strongest reinonstraupes against speh., 
extreme measures upf>n the Governor’s rejection of these last proposals. , . 

That ;.circumslai, ice would fully justify a representation to, the Court, that the 
irregularities leading to the mischief were the consequence of Jiis Excelleac/s 
■manifest and disgraceful corruption; and tliatj tln’refore, he alone was responsible, 
for" all those evils wliich might have been prevented if he had been honest enough 
to do his own duty, or to, (lermit me to do mine. . , 

Connected with this subject, it is necessary I should report to your Lordship 
a striking and painful event which has just taken place at Macao. . , 

About a week since, an unfortunate ^Chinese was executed immediately, 
without the walls of this tomi by strangulation ; as the sentence inscribeil over 
him bore, for traitorous intercourse with foreigners, and for smuggling opium and 
Sycee silver. 

•This is the. first proceeding of this nature which has been taken by the 
Chinese Government in this part of tlio empire. 

The place of execution (quite unusual), and indeed the. terms of the sentence, 
plainly indic.ate that it was adopted mainly with a view to the intimidation, and 
for an example to tlie foreigners. 

It i.s also stated (and probably with truth) ^that this e.vecution, and the 
manner of it, were by the special command of tlic Ouirt. J3ut be that a.s it may, 
with the pri.sons full of persons eliarged with .similar ollenccs. and with public 
cxecutiojj.s for tliem, it is not to be suppose<l that the Provincial Government c.an 
venture much longer to permit tin? deliver}' of opium out of llritisl) armed-boats, 
almost under the walls of tlio Governor’s palace at Canton; neither is it likely 
that they will succeed in <lriving them out without bloodshed. 

Even putting all higher considerations out of view, [ must remark that this 
last seems to me to be a very unfortunate turn for such a trade to have taken. 
That it is advautagonus to the individuals innnediately coriceviicd in .such a 
channel there can be no dpubt, but it is at the same tjme a state of circumstances 
which must necessarily, sooner or later, force itself under the active treatment of 
the Chinese Government. And wlieiiover that result does take place, it cannot 
fail to he extensively misohievons to the whole traffic. 

I take the liberty to observe to your Ijordsliip that I never .Klvert to this 
subject without extreme reluctance; hut it is daily assuming so very serious an 
aspect, and connecting itself so intimately and so urifortunately with our regular 
trade and intercourse with this empire, that 1 feel it is uiy «luty tb keep ITer 
Majesty’s Government informed of the general course of events in relation to it. 

, I have, &c., 

(Signed) * Cl r ARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent, 


Inclosure in No. 120. 

jl/fflcflo, 17, 1838. ■ 

THESE are the thoughts of Elliot, the English ofiicer, conceniing his actual, 
situation with the Government of these Provinces. 

To his ow’ii country the distance is great, and many mouths must elapse 
before instructions can arrive for his public guidance. 

He fearsltbat the absence of responsible autlmrity over his countrymen for 
^ BO long a period ma}^ produce dangerous and .deejdy-rooted irregularity leading to 
- violent modes ttf^ remedy: and in. such proceedings it is to be apprehended inno- 
• ;cent men might suffer to the great risk of the maintenance of peace between the 
two cf>untrics. . , 

1 Tliu-s ^'rlously impressed, Elliot has faithfutl}^ and earnestly cxomin'hd his 
insttittetions w ith the hope they may' leave open some means of .re-establishing his , 
coinfcnnications with the Provincial Government, not at variance w(th the' 
*C.ustops. of this empire, or with the commands of his own Sovereign, 

. ' k. 
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: ■ higTi 'iirta Nr&e ^cct, HJtft’ betsn "pI^iibcMtd ■ 

sijmify throu^li tho mercliatitfe,' tbiit it is cmltrliryto established usage- that officers '• 
of hie 'rafilc should address ’their 'cohiihiVnicatjoiis to his 'Expediency under any. 
other 'ehftraeter'thhh ‘‘ IHii'* Elliot is of opinion that this fept ishould be formally' 
comihtlhicated to 'bimr for the information of the Government of his hatiog, but as 
yet that has not been done. ' * • • - . 

It is therefore t<» bo udshed that Itis Excellency \vonld contmand the Kwang 
Chow I®4d’aiid the Kwang Chow I-feep to take a copy of his pleasure, and forM*ard- 
it dircKjt to Elliot,- setting fortli the custom that native officers of, the fodrth rank 
always address his Excelioiiey under th.it Character. - , 

Thus will Elliot be enabled to lay this in, atter perspicuously before his own' 
Covei’nment, and eri-oncous statonients njion a point of moment to the mainte- 
nance of a good undei-stahding Avill be ai'oidod. - 

' Till' further [nstructions can arrive frotli England, after this declaration of 
his Ejtcelleiicy shall be kuoun, porliaps itm.ay not be difficult to petinit Elliot to • 
send his "sealed comm'unieatiohs - addressed - to ’ the Kwang Cho\V'Foo, and tho' 
Kwang Chow Ilcep ; by those honourable officers to be oiuaied and laid before 
his Excollem^y. And" in like manner his Excellency, when he thinks fit to com- 
municate his pleasure to Elliot, either in reply Or otlierwise, may submit his 
commands to the bofore-nicntioned honourable ofiicers, to be liy them copied and 
transmitted to Elliot. 

Between those honourable officers and Elliot there need be no superscrl(dion 
on the addresses except tho names and titles of each officer ; because it is recorded 
ill a niemoriiil to TIis Imperial Majesty tliat Elliot also is an officer of the fourth 
rank in bis own nation. 

In this mutinor will he bo in a condition to rc;tiirn forthwith to Canton, and 
resuino the performance of his duties, of which there is urgent need. 

iA^nd thus will it be seen by the (b)vornment of his nation that the senti- 
ments of his Excellency arc in accordance with those principles c)f high wisdom 
‘which arc the characteristics of (he Emperor. 

(Signed) CFIAJtLES EELTO'l’, 
L'ttipf Hupttrmiefidcnt. 


.No. 121. 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Vahnerston. — {Jiecciced iJuccmher 1, 1838.) 

M Lord, . Macao, April 28, 1 838 

T I lA VE the honour to inclose (be continuation of the correspondence which 
has passed. l)0.twt*oji the creditors, the Provincial Govenunent, and the Hong 
merchants, upon ithe subject of the i ling-ta«i’ bankruptiw', since the transmission 
of roy'i)espatch of the 29tli of M.areh last. 

The Iticlosure No. 1, is. a letter, fcoiu, the .Htmg merchants to the cre- 
ditors, dated on tho 4th instant. I believe there is no exaggeration in this 
'account of the extortions to which they arc liable : and it is certain that they 
have understated their jircsent enfeebled condition. This paper will form No. 26 
of the whole series of corresjiondeiice'. 

The Inclosuro No. 2, is a s.oi>arate addres.s to the Governor of Canton by the 
British firm of Jardine, Mathesdn, and Go. This paper has not been forwarded 
to me ofliciully; but it is nocess.'iry that it should be laid before your Lordship, 
because the Governor notices, and .acknowledges it in his general reply to the 
creditors (No. 4 of this De.spatch). This address will form No. ij7 of the 
whole scrieii^ , 

The inclosni'e No.; 3, u asepamto address from the Britisli* firm of Turner ' 
and Cb;, apd'i.s transmitted for the ^itio reason as No. 2. It will form No. 28 
of tho whole series. ' 

The It'.cipsurc No. 4, is tlio reply of the Governor of Canton to tho address 
of the.creditpra .(No. 25 of the sP’ries), as well to the, above separate addresses 
of Mesial.' jjirdiri.o^^Mathesoii, and Co., and Mctors. Turner and Co. It will 
form Nb. 29 of ttiii' .whole series. J . 

I aitt without hope, ni^’ Lord,’ of a reasonable adjustment of these claims 
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by the order oE tlie Provincial Government ; and the newssity of estat>U»yn^ 
fiuro means of communication with the Court through some neater and less into* 
^rested luediuu’j than that of the Governor of Canton, is forcibly manifested la 
the reply lie has now ventured to make to these creditors. 

A ^different spirit will exist when the Provincial Authorities are mado 
sensible that just causes of complaint against them can and will always bo 
pressed nj>ou the Iniperial attention by the official agents of Her M^csty’s 
Govoniment. ^ 

(Signed) ’ CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent. 


Tnclosnro 1 in No. 121. 

The IJonp Mei'chnntx to the Cmhitorfi of Iling-tac Hong. 

A respectful communication. Afvil 4, 1838. 

THE foreign debts of Jlingtoc Ilong we bi'foro resolved to pay in nine 
years, by instalments ; hut to this arraugoiueiit you, Gontlemcii, have not yet 
assentod. Vet the period of nine years seems to us even too short; and M'e arc 
not without fear that we shall bo unable to repay the whole in the time stipu- 
lated. We call to iiiitid that of |)uhlic claims ujion us tin? amount from year to 
year is not less than 300,000 taels, consisting in tribute, cliarges for the military 
expenses of the new tcri'itoiy, (in Tartary,) subsidies for rejmirs oi' forts, and 
purchases of ginseng. We have also to pay up the public claims on Fatqua’s 
Hong, amounting to more than 300,000 taeK and those on the Hingtae Hong 
to the amount of 100,000 lat'Is and upwards. Moreover eaeh Hong has foreiga 
debts of its own to discharge. Thus in evciy direction we have payments to 
make. And besides all tins, Kingtpni’s lloug is now in arrear of the public 
claims on it to the extent of 300,000 taels, uhile the foreign claims against it 
exceed a million. This Ilong, although, we are .thapkful to observe, it is your 
wisli to keep it from bankruptcy, yet will not, we are disposed to think, be aide 
to sustain these payments, and it will be reipiisito for us to make other arrange- 
ments therefoj’c. 

Of the profit gleaned by us hi the course of a year or two, though it yield 
after jiayinent of the various public claims, a small remainder, yet something is 
absolutely requisite for hire of labour, repairs, salaries, and ordinary expenses. 
And with your perfect nnderstamling of matter.s, and good sense, yoii must 
perceive, Cientleiuen, on a careful consideration of the snljjject, that if tht' time 
stipulated for jiayineiit of llingtae’s debts be too brief, it will be in truth beyond 
our power to adhere to it. Sliouhl we be itble to jiay the .debts of another, tlien. 
our ow'ii di?bta must remain unjiaiil, and we must all in consequence successively 
b.e mined and fail. With your known intellig<;nce it would be difficult herein to 
deceive you. ‘ 

Even for the duties that .are in .arrear, and wliich ,are not on the same 
footing with private debts, wo have been compelled to solicit the Iniperial 
favour to extend the limited period of payment to three years, and sulfer u.s to 
pay them by instnhnentv. How much rather, then, should the individual debts 
which we are discharging for others be so dealt with ! We still cntix’at you. 
Gentlemen, to assent to the jieriod of nine years, tliat we may pnt forth our 
.energie,s to, sustain tlie payment and to disehargo the claims within the allotted 
period. Thus all may rt?maiti at case, and we enjoy your highly prized friend- 
ship. For this purjiose wc write, and with comjilimqnts, 

• ' .We remain, Ac. 

3rd Month, 10th day (4th April, 1838.) 

True Translation. 

(Signed) J. Robt. Morrmoit,, 

Chinese Secretary Opd Interpreter, 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 121. 

’ • ' 

Messrs. Jardine, Matheson^ and Co.y to the Governor of Canton^ 

^ Canton y March 21, 1838. 

«TT »s with extreme rolnctaneo we a^ain trnuhlo your Excellency with the 
affiiirsi itf tlie Hin<i:tae Ilon^*; but having' waited in vain for npwanlui of two 
nionthis, in expcoUitiou of a reasonable proposal from the Hong merchants for the. 
liquidation of the said debts, in pnisnance of the order issued by your Excellency 
^on the 6th day of January last, [lltli day of 12th moon,] vve can no longer 
delay bringing to your Excell(?ucy s notice, that on the 20th day of January we 
received an assurance from the senior Hong merchants, Howqua aiid others, that 
our claims shmhl have, their juarticular attention in the course of the first month 
of the Cbine.se year; but up to this hour nothing lias been done. 

On the 26th of tliis moon, wo addressed the inclosed letter to Howipia amt 
the other nioinlKu's of the Colioiig, from which, and his rt^ply, it appears that the 
foreign merchants have in the last four years jiaid upwards of l,r)0(>,()0() dollars to 
the Ifong-yung fund without drawing from the said fund one dollar! And now 
when the llingtae Hong, by an act of sviindling, retains foreign property to 
upwards of two millions of dollars, they, the Coliong, propostj l>aying the sum hack 
without int.erc.st iu nine years. 

Tlie proposal is so manifestty unjust, that we bring it once more to your 
Excelleney s notice, in full contidfmec that orders for a more equitable .settlenicTit 
will emanab' from your ICxcidleiiey’s sense of jnsti(*e, and save yonr.s(df and us 
tlic trouble of further appeal. With this view we address your Excellency, and 
remain. Am. 

(Signed) JAR DINE, MATHESON, ami CO. 


Sub-inclosurc in Inclosure No. 2. 

% 

To Iloinffuay Senior flong MevehanU and the other Members of the Co-ho7iff. 
Dear Sirs, 

I WAS favoured on tin* lotli ultimo, with your letter of the 12th, proposing 
to liqai<lato. the dcdits of the llingtae Hong, liy instalments, in nine years, and 
requesting me to comniunicaie the same to tin? other creditors. 

This coninmnication was made accordingly, and their unanimous refusal to 
accept sucli unreasonuble and unjust terms was made knowni to you by Mr. 
Turner and mysidf, early in this nnuk^h ; but having lieard nothing from you or 
the Consoo since, T shall now ro[»Iy to your letter in writing. 

The Creditors have attentively examined, and duly widglied, the arguments 
advanced by tlie Cohong ; ^uid I beg leave to trouble you with a few observations 
thereon. 

Your .statement of the debts due by the two Hongs of Govvqua aild 
Pongqua, 1,400,000 taels, or l,94d,444 dollars, jiaid iu ten years, from the 
limited foreign tr:ulc of that period, is liberal in the ext nnne, when compared 
with your olier to pay tlu‘ <*laiiiis against tlie Llingtae Hong, 2,201,43,0 dollars, in 
‘nine years, from a ti:ado of nearly double the amount. 

In the course of six years the debts of Mauhop ami Cliungqiia were paid, from 
tlie procee<hs of te:^ out of the Company's treasury, between the years 1829 and 
1834, amounting to 1, '9^6, 300 dolUu’s, when the quantity of that article numudly 
Bent to England was only 3 0j)00,do0 of pounds; and the same contributions 
which enabled the Coliong to pay annually 378,434 dollars *for the tlnw last 
years, have been ])aid by the foreign mciTliants to the Consoo"^ fund or Hong 
yung, ever since, that is for four^ years, or upwards of 40,0()0,00t> per annum, 
without ('j.yc dollar having been ^1 aimed by them from the said fund. And still, 
the Cohong prcipose paying the claims now ma<Ie in nine years, after liaving 
already recciyecl more than three-lifths of the >ybole sum claimed, 1,513,136 
dpUars; Is this reasonable or •just? It is well known that the foreign claims 
I^avc on ail occasions and at all times, been paid by this liojig yung tax on the 



foreign trade, a tax jinstitntccl for th^ ejgyoM pui]po5^, and^ which^ 

'ceased fe^ed the momenit' there wero no foroi^rt In 

■J* -X xu^ x'.’i ■■ xti-v'- 


/act, the Coho^g ninst have gaThtnl ratfi<|j;‘*th’<^ lost \ fey** the ' 

foreigri fclaitii& from means ao abundsuitly^'ampie^ ' ' . " , • •» *,• i.^ ? 

'''■;■■■■' ■■■■'. ;I have.'.^icr, 

“ ''-.'(Sifted) y-'::; 




• ‘ Iticloshre 3 in No. 121. 'V ' ■ 

. Messrs^ T^tmer (hid‘ Co. ta the Governor \)f Canton. ' , ' ^ 

A rc\spectful Address.' ^ ^ ^ 

WE roebived sq long ago as the 8tli of January^ yoiir Kxcellowcy’s reply to 
OUT former petition, and should luivo eoiKsiderod it necessary to answer it much 
earlier, Jmt for the solemn j)Iedg4' made to us by the senior Hong merchants, that 
a satisfactory settlement ;>^dth j lingtao’s creditors shonhl be come to in course 
of the 1st moon of the present yearx Uesting upon this pledge being faithfully 
redeemed, we wi^re in hopi'S that there would no longer be any necessity > for 
troubling your Excjcljency. * ^ ^ ' 

It is, therofort^ with extrcmio regret that we* now Had the necessity returned 
upon ns of appealing to your Excellency, and that, toq, with feelings of tho 
keenest disappointment to complain, not only of tho pledge so soleimdy given 
not having been redeemed, but of the day seeming to be as far distant us ever for 
settling our very heiivy and long-pemling claims. 

Your Kxc(*llency, in replying to our last petition, states?, that the IFong 
merchants had of themselves }>roposed to liquidate tlie dtdits of the Iliiigtao 
Hong in fift('en years ; but that your Excellcucy considering that period too 
long, had directed them to^ reduce it to t%velYe yearsv 

t.Tj)on this vve beg to remark, that, had your Excellency’s reduction of three 
years brought the time of ]>ayment within .seven years from the ))?*riod of the 
Hong’s stopping, wq/sfl<jtfid . have felt disposed to accede to it, but when tho 
magnitude of tin? amount is cemsidered, and how greatly tho want of so largo a 
portion of their capital must cramp the timlo of the ' several creditors, and also 
what heavy pecuniary Joss they are sufteriitg bv no interest whateve r being 
alloAved them ; when this combination of evils is’'considere<l, your Excellency will 
not be surprised to learn, that our deterininatiqn is, not tf> I’ejuse a]q)ealing to 
your Execlhujcy’s sense of justice until a more f‘qui table period be named. 

And as the Hong merchants have of themselves recently ])roposed to reduco 
your Excellency’s perio?! of twelve to ten years^, your l.^xcellency cannot but 
perceive in such a j)ro]U)sitioii; an admission, on their part, of the unreasonable- 
ti(\ss of their first otter, and that tluy* only wait the lurther commands of your 
Excellency to agm^’to^a-itiqre settlbhieiit. 

To convince your Excellency of the unanswerable reasonableness of our 
proposal, wo have only to lay before you tho foirdwing.fac^J^ : — 

First — ^That from the year 1829 to the' ybar 1834, tho Cohoiig paid tlie 
following amount of debts, owing by insolvent ilong.s, viz. : 

Debts to forbiguers . ... . 2,220,7(57 dollars. 

Duties . . ' : . .. 488,019 


Making in all ' . ■ .«■ 2,715,386 

, Paid in tho sp.aoo of fiwi years, bt*in|f at tlie rate of 543,077 dollars per annum, 
being more llian saflficrent to pay olf, in a much shorter period, tho amount due 
from JliiijilaeV'supposu'ig inn interest to 1je*pttt(l thereon. 

Secondly — ^'fliiit from the early ])ai;t of 1 834,* until the present date, no 
claim whatever lias been made by foreigners upon the Cohong, though the 
foreign trade fias regularly contributed the regular Hong yuug tax for tho purpose 
of liquidating foreign debts. And, 

Thirdly — ^To which wc particularly beg to c^ll your Excellency’s attention, 
the trade, of this port, l^th of imports and exports, has iiicieased fully one third, 
and that, too, on article^ the Cbnsoo duties on wliicb press most heavily. In 
illustration of this most important fact, wo beg to refer your Excellency to the 
statement at foot. ' , < H t 
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-i. ^ f^winHlatfon. Qf,^t8 in onr farourii'wtat rcasonibW o!^ 

c.rT,®?^ ^ ojir^,^.e,|uitable/an4 iGr,our own welfaa'/far too- 

indulgent proposal? Your Lxccirpney will sorely not , allow poverty to jte 
pleaded, when so, large sums have t»ben levied within these four years for the 


— — waiufs wtMi aware, iiiai; %ve iook 

not t<f the Hong merchants for satisfaction of these claims, but to the Imperial 
Government itself. It is t^o fixed nptorious law of tlie empire, and npoii the 
good faith of which the Hritish nation has for so long a jicriod traded rvith it^ 
. that the Imperijd Oovernnmnt. holds itself responsihlo for the just ilebts of its 
objects. We cannot but regret the annoyance your lOxcelkncy complains of 
from these our frequent remonstrances, and eariu'stiy entreat your Excellency at 
once to put an end, to them by directing an early settlement of our just deinauds* 

■ We have, &c., , 

: (Signed) TUllNER and CO. 


. Appended. 

Comparative statement of Tea and Silk Exports and Cotton Imports, in the 
■ years 1832, 1833, 1834, 1835, 183G, and 1837. 


Teas in 

1832 ...... 

347,318 

1» 

18.33 

355,191 

ft 

1834 

401,750 

1,104,259 

** 

•••••• 

484,340 

>• 

1836 

468,006 

«« 

18.37 .344.119 

1,496,525 

.Increase 392.266 Peculs. 

Silk in 

1832 

... 6,283 

9t 

1833 

.. 4,436 

ft 

1834 

.. 8,061 

, 


18,780 

»> 

1835 

.. 9,000 


1836 

.. 9,223 

It 

1837 10,702 

28,985 . 

Increase 10,205 Bales. 

Cotton in 1832 

. 449.068 

« « 

1833 

. 417,398 

^ tr 

1834 

. 442,640 
1,309,106 

*9 

1835 

. 630.746 

99 

1836 ..... 

. 506,117 

99 

1837 

. 642.372 
1,779,235 


Increase 470,129 PeeuA. 


IE 



Inclosure 4 in No. 121. 

The Governor of' Canton to the Hong Merchants. 

ON the Hth of April I received, from Dent and others (creditoi^^-irf 
• Hingtae), an Address, as subjoined; and also like addresses from Jardine andl 
Turner. * 

[^H ere follow the three Addresses in fuH.'^ 

These coming before me, the Governor, I have fully investigated the sub- 
ject. Yen Kechang and his associates, merchants of the Ilingtae Hong, having 
nuinagtal their allairs badly, and fallen in debt to the foreign merchants, these, 
seeing their dillicult jmsition and urgent necessities, and the impossibility of 
heir at once |)aying otf their old debts, conceived the idea of taking advantage 
of these circumstances to scrape and peel them, and gave them goods at an 
enhanced price, compelling them to receive the same. In this way, after the 
accumulation (jf months and years, the debts reached the large .amount of two 
nnJIions of tnoney. It is thus ceriaiu, that these merchants brought on their 
trouble themselves, and also that the origin of the whole is to be tound in the 
secret jjlundcriug exercised by the foreign merchants and their large risking 
speculations. 1 the Governor, in humble defeScnce to the exti'enie goodness 
cherished by the great Ern|)eior, and his tendornejs towards, foreigners, made no 
inquiry into the conduct of these foreign merchants, Imt simply directed Yen 
Kechang and his associates to be apprehended ami tried, .-md their property 
placerl in secure keeping I at the same time commanded tlic two bodies of 
merehaiits, — the Hong merchants and llie foreigners,- -to examine and ascertain 
in concert the r(':;l amount of the debts ; and I laid tny injunctions on the Hong 
inert bants to detenninc in what porlions, and within whiit period, they would 
jray olf lire wlude on behalf oi Yen Kechang and his fellows. Thus I arranged 
that the money should certainly he recovered. Afterwards, on all the foreign 
-iiierehants lepre.senling that the period of fifteen years was too protracted a one, 
I granlerl jrertnission to I'cduce it to tvvcl'’e years ; within which period the 
whole of the debts should he di.schargcd. In this, indeed, T liave gone to the 
utrrrost degree of kindness, and the extreme verge of justice. I’lie foi’cign mer-. 
chants, though they have been born, atul have grown itp out of the pale of 
civilization, yet are all [irovided with innate consciousness of good. How greatly 
ought they tii be roused by gratitude, to rest in a dutilid and implicit obedience. 
Yet hardly was the lormer decision declared, when now again these foreign mer- 
chants, Dent and others, and Jardine and Turner, scheming to gain a speedy 
settlement, oppose my decision, and bring thdr addresses .separately before me. 
Such ill-considered and unreasonable expressions as are here found, whence can 
they have emanated, unless from persons of hearts and feelings alien from those 
of the rest of mankind ? „ _ 

As an instance of this, 1 take the Consoo charge, of which one address 
speaks. Tliis is a charge which slioukl go to rew'ard the toil of the Hong mer- 
chant. 1 the Governor bel'ore made examination regarding it, and found that 
it had not been kept to accumulate from year to year. The Hong merchants, 
however, themselves addressed me, with a proposal for the future to pay the 
Consoo chai'ge, as on former occasions, into the genei’al chest, to enable them to 
ipeet the stipulated instalments of former debts. This cannot be called aught 
el.se than the utmost degree of honourablcness. If it be said .that the Cou.soo 
charge was ihstituted for the discharge of (|fcbt8, let the foreign merchants ask 
themselves if, while trading in the Celestial Empire, t hey would wish to regard 
^.4he profits which th‘ey enjoy, as juofits obtained merely for the purpose of paying 
'off debts? In' regard to the consumption of goods referred to ini Turner’s 
address, in nothing is it more difficult to determine the amount. Hovy can a 
comparison be instituted in this respect of one year with another? And amid 
the revolutions of trade, how shall it be ascertained that the prosperity which 
lias preceded is not in itself the evidence of an ajjproaching declension oi trade ? 
^,In che note, a copy of which Jardine has presented, 1 observe, however, the 
■ gtatement, that the Hong merchante have agreed to pay off' the debt, by instal- 
. nients in nine years. H this be the case, it is an act of lib^tity on tho 
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pat^of the merchants, aflTording a more ready recovery of the money, to which 
. there is no reason, my desire being, to sliow kindness to the far-travelled, why € 
the Governor should not vouchsafe my sanction. I will therefore direct fhe 
Financial and Judicial Commissioners to assemble the Hong merchants, and on 
ascertaining if tins , is true or false, to determine once more uj)on a secure 
arrangement and report for my investigsition. 

Hesides so doing, 1 issue also this order ; — Ujion its reaeliing the said 
senii^ Hong merchants, let them faithfully examine the subject, and at once, 
report in answer. And at the same time, let them enjoin my orders on the said 
foreign merchants, requiring their obedience thereof. 

I the Governor have the rule over and administration of these provinces, 
* and have to keep in tranquillity and subjection those loth within and from with- 
out ; yet J do not refuse, to the trivial.and insignificant foreign debts, a full and 
perfect administration of justice, and a complete settlement of them. Hut. the 
foreign merchants, Uent and those with him, utterly dead to a sense of my good- 
ness, presume, in their addrc.ss, to represent that they have recjnested their 
Government to move tlic Sovereign of their nation to .send an oflicer from afar 
to discuss the matter, endeavouring thus *10 drive me to adopt measures. What 
perversity can exceed tliis mad and abstird barking? Let Dent and his fellovv.9 
be mo.st .severely rebuked, and let them be commanded to imprint the laws u|)on 
their hearts, and constantly to adhere to them. The severity of the Celestial 
Empire, represented by the sword of the executioner, is awful ! Hcwarc not 
again ra.shly to adventure a trkvl of it! Oppose not tliese commaiuls! 

■ TaouUwang, 1 8th year, 3rd month, 17th day (1 lih April, 183S.) 

True. Tr.'uislatiori. 

(.Signed) J. Rout. iMoiiiiiso.v, 

Chinese Secretary and LUerprete'r. 


No. 122. 

Captain Elliot to John Backhouse, Esq. 

Sir, Macao, April ZOy 1838. 

THE List of the Debts due to Foreign Creditors by tbe llankrupt Hong 
King Tae, -has not been officially transmitted to me. 

Hull have considered it rny <luty to procure an accurate .Statement of them, 
which is herewith transmitted, together with an account of reductions on the 
original claims effected by the Committee of Investigation. 

Of the whole liabilities of . . Dollars 2,201,-138 : 79 

There is due to other Foreign Creditors . 82,0.02 ; 32 

Leaving a balance due to British Subjects, of Dollars 2,179,380 : 


I have, ftc., c 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, ' 

Chiif Superintendent* 


Inclosurc in No. 1 22. 


List and Amount of the Claims of the Foreign Creditors on (he Bankrupt 
, Hohg Hingtae. 


Jardine aod Co., ajc Cnpt:itn TIinc 
Capi^in (iraiit 
Dr. Cullen 
Kiialish Consihnents 
liKliifti ('’oiisiiiuents - 
, , Tiieiuselves 


Pollx. Cents. 

16 

<;,23o.():) 
601 <<6i.44 
4I6,382.4>4 
yo 1.367 58 


2112 


.2,i5?',34a.»6 





Torncrcand Co. - r . 

Pox,.U(KWisoii, and Co. - , - ^ . 

Gitb, Liviin^»ton,'and Co. » 

J. and W. Orafjp ami Co. -i ■ ' 

Dent' and Co. - ■» • 

Russell and Co. (American) . •- 

Bell and Co. . - , . - 

J. R. Reeves 

Eirliiiton, Alaclciin, and Co. • 

Wotntorc and Co. (American) 

Revet (Suiss) ' ' - ' ' 

D.-tniell and Go. - ' - 

Diroii) and Co. - . » 

■Tninooljce Uustonijco- ^ - r 
11 . and N. Curseljee . 7 ; , 


: Dolls., CteatC:-.'^ 
202.766.4i9,,. 
76,68i;i6 
23,961.00 
2S,Si65,S» ' 
02,020;37 
60,013.87; 

. .3,85l.57;n , , 

. 3,934 2a,<^ 
3,827.30 
18,623.9.3 ' 

3,414.50 
49,552.02 . 

1 1,826.64' 
1,239.99 
■ 1,257.00, 


' ■ iReducM hy the CommHtee. 

.lardinc and Co; - 

■ Turner and Co. i. - 

Gibb and Co. , v '. : - - • 

Wctiiiorc and Co. (American) 


2,738,768.37 

432,543.08 
28,316.26 
8,526.88 
7,943 36 

477,329.58 


112,261,438.79 


. ,No.i2.3, ' :‘y 

’ Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston. — (Iteceived October 31, 18.38.) 


My iJmd, ' ' ' Jlfacao, A/wy 31, 1838. 

' I il AVli! tlie honour to acknowledge your I.A)rdsli)p’s Despatch of Novem- 
ber 2. 1,837. . . . . - . ... .... 

The interruption of the pul»lic communication still subsists ; but your 
Lordship may assure yourself that there is no longer any serious obstacle in the 
way of its re-estahlishment on a direct footing. 

The countenance afforded to me by the presence of the Rear-Admiral com- 
mandiog-in-ohief, will probably enable me .lo carry tlie remaining points, soon 
after his arrival in these sea.s. 

■' .Ihavc, &c., ' . 

^ , ,. (%ned) , CHARLES .ELLIOT, 

Chief Superhiter^^t. 


’iX 


'No. 124.’' /■ 

Captain EUi<^ id Viscotmt Patmerston.^iUeceived Felriiafp 1&, 183?)^ ..v,, 

Tyjy Lord, , ' . ' Macao, Aufftu^t7,.l$3^. 

- A SlilR.upon the point, of sailing to. England,. affords nie. an occasion, to 
aimpuncc jto your Lordship, in very brief terms, the extremely satisfactory coo- 
clusioitt of; recent grave discussions with tlvc Prpyinci^LGoverumejnt.^ 

The Rcar-Admirid commanding-in-ehief arrived on the 13th ult., .and 
anchored, in Toongkpp Bay, a retired ppsitipn, where he studiously abstained 
frpm giving the (tuthprities 'the least pretext fpr suspicions ..or contumelioins 
treatment. . - - • . ■. 

Pending negotiations, hovi^over, concerning the mspiner of , my intercourse 
at Canton, to which place I proceed, ed for the iiutTPp®^ of; signifying to the 

Government the peaceful porpdsefr of the Adixiirars, visit,, tjiie following ^jincidont 
^oi^urrpd Edg|is|) boaL during Jher passage tjirpogh the Bpepa Ti^aou 
“' the 28th ult,^ w4». fired. 



upon any suspicion that she was 'smuggling; but upon the 
,groani|Hfe^^ Adttiiral or some of, his officers might, be on board; * 

this fact^was Ihrmarty: declared to me £ respectable gentleman 
on boa«jl,;>V .proceeded to thp llcar-Adiniral, acconipaiiied "by ..niy interpreter. Mr, 
Morrison',; and submitted the circumstances to bim. 

Sir 'Frederick Maitland imuiediately determined that it became liiro calmly, 
but firmIyV]tp demand explanations ; and Her Majesty’s ships Welles^V Lame, 
and^ were forthwith removed to the anchorage of Chupn-Pec,'ljvlow the 

batterj^.aMHe Kocca Tigris. ' , . . ■ ..fl j ,'./ 

Communications having been opened with the Chinese. Adinirul; at that 
situation; commanding the land, as well as the sea forces, employed, in the pro- 
tection’ Of this and the neighbouring Province of Fihkecn,' that officer was 
bronglrt to 'consent that Mandarins should wait on Sir Frederick ‘ Maitland, on 
board'tlic Wellesley, and disavow both the order to 'tire iihoh su'ch' grounds, or 
the least "iptenUon to offer any insult whatever. 

This was accordingly done ip a wriUen sliapc by , these functionaries on 
board the Wellesley on the 5t.Ii instant, and after a mutual, exchange, pf salutes 
and amicable cxplanaticms, the whole adair was concluded, aiul the llefU'-ilCdmiral 
repaired again to his original anchorage of Toongkoo Bay, from which ^place I 
have only just returri€>di ' t.-. 

Particulars shall be forwarded to your Lordship by tlie first opportunity ; 
but being apprehensive that disijuieting and unfounded rumours may reach you 
by this occasion, I despatch these few hurried lines. And I trust that the 
necessity for haste, and several days of anxiety and absence of rest, W'ill be my 

excuse for the-incompletenesfi of the- report, ~ - - — 

A. more entirely satisfactory result, considered in every point of view, both 
immediate aiul i)ros])ectivc, has never been ut;,'omplishcfl in oar negotiations with 
this Government. And I hope I shall not be considered jiresumptuous in 
expressing my respectful, sense .of the firm, hut .ponciUatotry spirit wliuch the 
Ilear-Adrniral has di.spl'aycd in tlie discharge of these ililficult duties. 

I have, &c., 

,,, (Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT,. . 

. ! , SuperittlenUenl. 


. No.; 125. ^ 

- Captam Elliot to Visdount Pnlmerstonl*^(;lleceived Fcbrtiary 1839.) 

My Lord, . ■/ . ? Macao, August 10, 1838. 

.’J'N resuming' the' 'siibject oi ' ihy hurried despatch, of the 7th instant, 
f^t^ke’the liberty' to? observe that I had delayed the acknowledgment of your 
Lordship’s Despatch of November 2, 1837, till the arrival of the Rear- 
ATlffli!^"t;(51ihWifidingMif-Chrer(wKicI^^^ to expect' from other sources 

of information,) should enable roc to.xejM^t any conseouence.s that might result 
from that event. . - ■ . 

Upon the 13tli ult,.Sir Frederick I- Afaitland arrived off this place in Her 
Majesty’s ship Wctl'esUy, aCcomiiahied by Her Majesty’.^ brig Algerine, and I 
ipnpediatelv j pined hiip in the cutter Louisa, and proceeded onwards w4h the 
ships to the aiichofSIe of Tong Koo Ray, distant about seven leagues, to the soutli- 
•liirardof the Bbeca Ti^is pa pdsltitm which, besides its recommendations in 
pohit of safety ^a ’sbffieicnt distance froih the entrance of the rtver, has the 
advantage being temhtc lkini tW atichbrage' of the ships engaged in the illicit 
^traffic.''''’ •■‘'■ 5 

iOn tlie day thaf I joined tlie Admii'al placed in my hand the cornmu-,' 
‘UicatlOili'Of 'which 1 now triSisiniit tin - Inclosure;; and hiy' reply to this, aud tlie 
previous Despatch of the 21st April, is also now. ifbywarded. ' ■ 

a; ■'< .-A te'k''^aysnfter HiS EitfaHlency’^s urrivakll^Hcei'ved mcornrn unication from 
^•tfae 'KeuiP‘AlfewFc<o, the Uistritet lua^strale Of' this' place, superscribed in’ the 
'^siratdorm> a^?theins1de'h'd^6 the chamctcr ’tFw;’’ which signifies “ A Com- 
mend,- I mtn-fifed it' to him* tthread, ’with d few, lines to thc efl'edt that I should ' 
‘‘IW’glad tb'|iyeit‘toy’htt€htioA'’tis soda'^ thi^^ ivefe corir^ed; ■ 



aio 

Tlic nexi jpproacli was i»..the:old forin of an Edibt from l^be 
. dressed to thie three senior Hon'^ Merc^iits, and ibrwarded by theiis.,^ 
Uirou^v, the bands of a linguist. . ' ■ ';/ 

This floaunent was returned unopened, with a message that my strict orders 
frpm tief Majesty's (Jovermnent in this respect, had licquently been clearly and 
deferentially explained to the (.iovernor, and that 1 could not deviate from tliem. 

It is not to be doubted that llie i)urport of these two communications was 
identical, iinrnely, to desire that I would enjo'in upon the Rear-Admiral tK^pro- 
priety of sailing, away from the coa.sts of the Empire, I felt then that any pro- . 
traction of the attempt to explain the peaceful object of his visit, might give 
some colour to the pretext that it was suspicious and dangerous, and lead (with 
the hope to draw it to a couclusiuii,) to a course of harassing measures, directed 
either against the trade, or against the social comforts of Her Majesty’s subjects, 
by depi;iving them of their servants, and- otlierwi.se inconveniencing them. 

, Under this impression, and with Sir Frederick Maitland’s concurrence, I 
proceeded to Canton on the ‘i.^th nifitno, and having hoisted the (lag, forwarded 
tti the city gales by the hands ot Messrs. Morrison and Elmslie, an open paper 
for transmission to the Governor by a Mandarin. The paper was left open with 
the view to obviate the ditiieultv about the character “F/u. ’ 

It was conveyed to the Gow-rnor by thc K'.vang Tlocp, but tlic three senior 
merchants returned it to me in the course of the evening willi the remark from 
His Excellency that his orders iVotn the Emperor were imperative, and that be 
could not take it unless it bore the character 

'I'hc merchants were at the same time desired to acquaint me that the 
Governor was a lover of peace and good understanding, and would go as far as 
he could to accommodate the diliiculties upmi the subject of intercourse. They 
then moposed by his coimnand, that I should receive an oflicial Addiv.ss from 
the Governor, setting furtU that the throe senior merchants were indeed 
Mandarins, and that therefore I could no longer reasonably decline to receive 
paper-s addressed to them for eomnuinication to me. 

I answered that it needed all luy respect for His Excellency to return any 
other than very strong terms of repiy to this extravagant suggestion, and that 
I should certainly be le.ss scrupulous if any heedles.snes.s of the kind were 
repeated. . 

My Government was actuated by sentiments of jirofound veneration for 
the Emperor, but it should be plainly understood liiat it would not regard these 
triflings and eva.sions witli satisfaction. T’hey were unfriendly and unworthy. 

I then remarked that I had now formally oflered to set forth ihe peaceful 
purposes of the Rear- Admirars visit, and if the Governor did not think tit to 
accept these cxplamilions, my business in Canloii was concluded, and I should 
return forthwith to Macao, 

Whilst thc.se communications were passing at Canton, a British boat passing 
through the Bocca Tigris, on the 2Bth ultimo', was tired upon by the butteries, 
and upon lier arrival in Canton, Mr. Middlemist, a passenger on board, made 
a declaration before me, .subsequently reduced into writing on board the 
Wellesley. 

Upon this I sent again for the*thrce senior merchants, and desired them to 
expres.s to the Governor rny serious anxiety ujion the subject. T'he Rear- 
Admiral bad taken the utmost ptecaulion to prevent the least cause of irritation 
or suspicion, and I was afraid that the oflensivc declaration at the Forts, that 
violence was used etijiecially in search for him, and not for ojiium, or other 
illicit trade, would give him great and just displeasure. At all events, I felt 
that it became mo immediately to .submit the circumstapcc to his knowledge, 
and I sincerly hoped the Governor would furnish me with an oflicial disavowal 
of any intention to insult or jirovoke him. •• » 

'I'be merchants declared that the Governor could have nd such purpose,' 

■ and that the whole uialter was of course a mistake, of the inferior ofliicers, but, 

they did not band me any formal declaration to that eflect, and 1 therefore 
proceeded at once to the Rear-Admiral at Tong-Koo-Bay, where I a^iived on 
the 1 si instant. - f ■, . ‘ . 

i represented to him tbaiFitt iny judgment this was .Uie first of. what would, 

, be flwtid to be a scries of ex|>erin)ents on th,e e.xtont of hi» forbearance, and, that 
acooviotioft the’ I’rorincial Government woufd, tone their, future proceedings 
ftt bil'^specf;, either for civility or iiioreased aggression, by h'ls treatment of UtO' 

■ actu^^JHjf^ency- ^ 
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Thi^r^rltear-Admiral teioarlted to me" that he Badf S^rae t6 Cliinii with a 
dtSiB^ate determination most studidi^y to avoid the least violation of the ^ 
customs or prejudices either of the Government or people ; hut that he was no< 
less resolved lo bear no insult on the honor of the flag entrusted to Ins protection, 
and that he should therefore proceed forthwith to the Bocca Tigris with Her 
Majesty j ships under his command, and demand a formal disixvowa) of these 
unprovtlted attacks upon him. 

tiel’ Alajesty’s ships Wellesley Larne., and Ahjerinc, were accordingly moved 
to the anchorage of Chuen-pec, where they arrived on the morning pf the 4ht 
instant, and I accompanied thetn in the cutter Louisa, with the hope to render 
I myself useful to the Bear- Admiral. 

On the morning of our arrival there, the Captain of the Flag-ship was sept 
lo the men-of-war juriUs otf the batteries, acconxpanied by Mr, Morrison, and 
conveying a Despatch from the Kear-Atfmiral to the Governor of Canton. 


'1 he Chinese Oflicers manifested considerable disinclination to this course 
of proceeding, (witljout, however, positively declining it), and began by proposing 
some alteration in the form ol tlic Address, which involved no abandonment of 


the Rear Admiral’s right to communicate upon a footing of equality, and. was 
thcrei’ore adopted, * - 

But whilst the.se communications were passing U{)on the subject of the 
mode of addrc.ss, the accompanying paper from the Chinc.-.c Admiral was 
received, and uj)on this, it was detcrinined to apply at once to that functionary 
for redress, which was accordingly done next morning (the .0th). 

'I'hc result was the mission of a .Mandarin of equal rank with Captain 
Afaithuul, lo wait upon the Rear-Admiral, accompanied hj' one of less rank ; 
and the cxpro-isious of disavowal of any intention lo insult were written at the 
dictation of the higher officer, by tlie hand of the other, on board the IF, Ue ley 
in the ptescucc of the Rear-Admiral, Captains Maitland, Blake, Kingcome, 
Mr. Alorri.son, and myself. 

.'“ir FredcrieK signified his .satisfaction with this declaration, and took 
occasion through Mr.MoiTi.son to make some further observations, the purport 
of which 1 have now the honor to submit. 


An c.xchangc of civilities dicn took place, and on the morning of (he next 
day (the (»ih) the ships returned to their former aucshunige at 'J’ong- Koo-Bay*, 
where they still remain. 

1 have already presumed toofTormy respectful testimony to the great judg- 
ment. and temper wliich the Rear-Admiral displayed in the discharge of this 
duty: and I believe it will appear to your Lordship that the whole transaction is 
calculated to leave lasting and favourable impressions both of the flrmncss and 
moderation of the higher officers of Her Majestyks Government. 

These cvent.s have passed witliout interruption to the trade, or any other 
description of inconvenience. 

. (Signed) ^*'^'\1dARLES ELLIOT, 

, Chief Superintendent, 


Jnclosure I in No. 12>, 

Sir Frederick Maitland to Captain Elliot. 

Sir, fJer A/ajesty's Ship ySl el eshy, Madras, Api-il 2\, ]B^iS. 

THIS letter will be delivered to you by Captain Blake of Hc^ M.-yesty’s 
sloop Larne, who 1 liave ordered into the China seas to aftbrd protection to the , 
British interests, and to give weight to any representations yoif may be under the 
necessity of making, in ease of Her Majesty’s subjects should hav\>just cause of , 
complaint against the ChineSe:authorities, and to assist you in maintaining order 
among tl:ie crews of the British merchantmen who frequent tlie port of Canton. 

I have HOW the honour to inform yon that I relieved ;Vice-adiniral Sir T. 15/ 
Capel, ift the command of Her Majesty’s ships in the Indian seas, on the 5th of 
February last, and 'have only delayed- sending a ship to China in bonsequdhee of 
the state.df the relations of fite Indian Government with that oPAva j for th^i' 
|>i%seat, eyeryijjing paieific asp^ thoas^^ it; by no meana' certain that- 



the dilfeTences between the two Coverhments may not ultimately prodboe 
' hostilitica. I ahaill, however, take advanta^ of the present position of anairs, to 
^end the iMme to Macao, and after communicating with you cordially and 
confidentially, with instructions to go on to Manila, and obtain a supply of 
cordage for the dockyard at Trincomalce, and then return to Macao. 

In the early part of June it is my intention to leave the Straits of Malacca, 
for the purpose of paying Macao a visit in the Wellesley, in compliance, with 
instructions from the I^ords of the Admiralty, to enable me to have a j^eisonal 
communication with you, as the interchange of information for which such coin* 
munication will afford an opportunity, might, in many possible future cantin'* 
gencies, be highly advantageous t<» the Ikitish interests. 

As it is possible the arrival of my flag-ship, as well as that of others which 
t may from time to time send into the China seas, may give some cause of 
jealousy and suspicion to the Clovemment of China, I wish y'ou clearly to under'* 
stand that the trade being no longer a monopoly of a company of merchants, 
comes under the immediate protection and care of Her Majesty's Go- 
vernment ; and that that Government considers itself bound to see that the 
ships and persons of Her Majesty’s subjects are duly protected from injury or 
insult/ as is the case in all other portions of the globe. This I communicate to 
you. that the Chinese Government may, if necessary, he put at ease, and no 
suspicion arise of any hostile intention on the part of the British Government, 
which is the farthest from their views, by the more frequent visits of our ships 
now, as compared wijtli farmer times. 

Though Captain Blake is commanded to assist yon in maintaining order 
among the crews of the British merchant ships, you must be perfectly aware he, 
as captain of a ship of war, has no legal right to interfere, and must he very 
cautious in committing hinjsclf in the disputes betw'cen the masters and their 
crews. 

1 have, &c., 

’ (Signed) FRKDElllCK MAITLAND, 

Rear Admiral and Command er~in- chief , 


Inclosure 2 iu No. 125. 

Sir Frederick Maitland to Captain Elliot. 

Sir, Wellesley, off Macao, July 12, 1838, 

IN reference to my letter dated at Madras, 21st of April last, ac- 
quainting you with my intention to visit, in person, this part of my station, I 
; now beg to inform you that I have arrived off Macao in Her Majesty’s ship 
Wellesley, and mean to proceed to the anchorage called Tong-koo Bay, or 
Urmstone’s Harbour, which I am informed ,i8 the safest and most convenient 
roadstead for a large ship at this season of the year. < 

My future movements will be directed very much by circumstances, and 1 
sh^l be obli^I to you to communicate any information you are po.s8cssed of, 
which you think may be useful or interesting to me, as ray stay in this neigh- 
bourhood must depend very much upon circumstances. 

I shall not form any plan until I have communicated with you, which I 
shall take an early opportunity of doing. 

Ihave, &c., 

(Signed) FKED. L. MAITLAND, 

JRear Admiral and Comraander-in’^eh^f, 



IhcTosure j? in 125; 

Captain Elliot to' Sit' Frederick ilaitldnd. ' 

'■ ’ Macao^, July 15, 1838. 

• I HAVE the honour to uchnowMgc your Excellency’s despatches dated oii 

the 21st of April and 12th instant. , , . * , 

’ Your remark that the aspect of publip affairs in India wfxs unsettled, and 
that therefore your intention to visit this, part of your station inif^ht he frustruted? 
for the present loil me to refrain froixi making any conmiunication to the Pro- 
vincial Government founded , upori tliat.cbntiugency till the period of your-aotual 
arrival in these, seas; ' , . , , .. 

It is now my piirpdsc to repair to Canton' towards the cud of thjs week, 
and to cause it to be announced Lp the. Governor tliat I am ready, by ypur 
desire, to explain the peaceful objects . of your visit, if his lixecUency shall tldulfc . 
fit to receive niy address in a manner which .ma.y he consistent with my instruc-v. 
tions from Her Majesty’s Government. 

I shall, at- the same time, in conformity, with your directions eominuuicaled 
to me in the ednfercnce I had the honour to have with you on the I3th instant, 
aenuainl the Governor that you are willing to pay your pertional respects to him, 
upon the clear ujidcrstanding that you arc to, be rei;civcd, on a perfectly equal • 
footing. ..... .... 

And I shall take care to explain, as yon ha\’e desired, that you would never 
forward or receive wrilteh eommnnieations to or from the G'ovornor, except they 
bore the snpcr.seripljon significant of com plele evenness of dignity. 

It is probable that the Provint-ial Ooyernment will make some approach 
towards me a.s soon as your arrival is reported, and with that imprc.-^sioii 1 have 
deferred my visit to Canton till the period I have mentioned. 

Iji conclusion, I permit myself to remark that it is a source of grerU .‘.atis- 
faction and support to me to have ydiir eoiieurrenec, that every proper eifojt 
should bo made upon iny part, (and kulj.ng rny success, upon your own) to 
explain the amicable objects of Ilof Majesty’s Gdvcrinnent in comniaading you 
to visit this empire. , ^ , .*. = i; . . i .• 

The rejection of all me'ans df'frichdiy cdmiruihicatidn with Her ^Majesty’s 
Government submitted upon (hepsirt of an officer of your high station, and in . - 
an imposing altitude, is a course Vxqt to be expected;, or at al.l events, there .can 
be little doubt that such rash impractibility would expose the’ Qovernbr to . the 
gricive displeasure of his own (’onrt if if were persisted in, and 'niadc the subject 
of future complaint at the mouth of the' Pei Ho. 

’ ' * X ' 

* . : (Si^ed) cMaRLES ELLIOT, 

• ' C/iie/' Superintendent. 
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Inclosure 4 in No.* 125. 

Captain Elliot to the Keun~Min-Foo. 

Macao, July I5> 1838. 

THE Undersigned, &c., &c., cannot receive a communication frojn the 
Kcun-Min-Foo, •bearing the superscription Yu. It is, therefore, returned for 
correction. 

For thi.s purpose he writes ; and, with compliments, he remains, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 125. 

Captain Elliot to the Governor of Canton. 

Canton, July 29, 1838. 

AN English officer, of the 1st rank, “ Maitland,” commanding the ships 
of his Sovereign in the Indian Seas, has arrived off these coasts, by the com- 
mand of his Cjovcrnmcnt. 

The Superintendent Elliot has now received “Maitland’s” instructions 
to signify to his Excellency the Governor, that he desires to explain the peace- 
ful purposes of this visit. 

It would be convenient, therefore, that the manner of intercourse should 
be clearly understood beforehand, so that all difficulties and misunderstandings 
may be prevented. 

For thi.s rea.^on Elliot requests that the Governor will be pleased to send 
officers to communicate with him. 

And if they should come, his Excellency may be as.sured that they will 
be received in a manner consistent with their dignity. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 
Clmf Superintendent. 


Inclosure 0 in No. 125. 

Declaration of Captain Middlemist. 

MR. AYILLIAM CAMPBELL MTDDLEMTST, a Master in Her 
Majesty’s Royal Navy, and Commander of the British Ship Falcon, of 
London, now lying at Heong-kong, states, that he was proceeding from 
Heong-kong to Canton, on the twenty-eighth day of July, 1838, in the 
Schooner Bombay (passage-boat), when, nearing the Boguc, he was chased by 
two Mandarin boats, which made signs, by waving a flag, which he under- 
stood to be a signal to hcave-to j which signs were disregarded, it not being 
usual for the Mandarin boats to make such signals. One of the Mandarin 
boats then fired a musket, apparently to call the attention of the batteries, 
which immediately commenced firing shot upon the Bombay, which at fir^t 
fell short, b,ut, as the passage-boat approached the Boguc fort, being under the 
neces.sity ,of closing the land, the shot from the batteries were better directed, 
two of them passing between the masts pf the schooner, and one within a yard 
of the bow, throwing the water on board. The Bombay then immediately 
rounded-to,^and was boarded by one of the before-mentioned Mandarin boats, 
at about 4 p.m. The boarding officer (who was not the Mandarin, but an 
interpreter) inquired whether “ Admiral Maitland, or any of his soldiers, 
women, or man-of-war’s m-m, were on board? If so, they would not be 
allowed to pass up the Bogue:” which in'quiries were answered in the 
negative. 

On one of the pas.sengcrs of the Bombay inquiring of the boarding officer 
whether he would seize opium, if any were on board, that officer answered 
the officer then left the schooner, and she proceeded again for Canton ; 
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but, in about an hour afterwards, slie was again brought-to by a shot from tha 
Tigre fort, and boarded by a bodt from that fort, the oibccr of which (.who dm 
not leave his boat) made the like inquiries, viz., “ Whether Admiral .Maitland, 
or any of his soldiers, women, or man-of-war's men were on boarck?” which 
being answered, as before, in the negative, the schooner wa.s allowed to pro- 
ceed without further molestation. 

(Signed) W. C. MIDDLKMIST, 

Master, R. N., and Commander of the British Ship Falcoq. 

Declared before me, on board Her Majesty's Ship Wellesley, in Tong-koo 
Bay, 1st of August, 1838. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent of British Trade in China. 


fnclosure 7 in No. 125. 

Admiral Kwan to Sir Frederick Maitland, 

KWAN TIENPEI, General (or Admiraljof the (/elc.stial Empire, the 
Potent and Fear-inspiring, w'l itcs, for the information of Maitland, the Chief 
Commander of the ves.sels of w;ir of the English Nation. 

Wc of the Celestial Empire, and you of the English Nation, have had a 
common market at Canton for two hundred years past. Gn both sides there 
has been the fullest harmony, without the slightest interruption thereof. 
During the continuance here of your Nation's Superintending OHiccr, Elliot, 
all tog has been quiet. 

Recently, Elliot went to Canton, and there told the Hong merchants, 
that, in consequence of the unwillingness of the merchants of the various na- 
tions to .submit to restraint, he had represented to his Sovereign a wish that 
another snould be seat hither in his place : that now his Sovereign had sent 
from home the noble Maitland, and it was desireil that both should repair 
together to Canton, humbly and plainly to address his E.\celleocy the Go- 
vernor, in reference to the continuance here of Elliot as Superintendent, 'i'o 
these juiblic arrangements of your Nation, his Excellency our Governor would 
of course consent, were it not that the prohibitory enactments of the Celestial 
Empire have hitherto withheld from Commanders-Geueral of vessels of war 
permission to enter the port ; and of this Elliot is well aware, 

On a recent visit of Elliot to Canton, he sought to effect a sudden change 
in the ancient rules, by using, in place of the words “ Humble address,” (Pin,') 
the words “ Letter of intelligence,” (Shusin.) Hence his Excellency our Go- 
vernor declined to receive, in disobedience of the regulations, his documents. 
Perhaps Elliot may have failed to inform you, the llonourable Commander- 
General, of this circumstance of not using the words “ Humble address.” 

\Vhat may be the mfltivcs for your present step of moving these three 
vessels to the anchorage of Lung-keet ? "When I consider that your Sovereign 
has sent you hither„a distance of tens of thousands of miles, to conduct affairs, 
I feel that you must be a man of capacity at home. Should you now neglect 
to distinguish clearly right from wrong, and act upon the spur of the momeut, 
will not the blame rest on you — how will you be able to answer it to your 
Sovereign ? 

These things I specially put before you ; and, while quietly awaiting 
your reply, I wish you unalloyed enjoyment of repose. ^ ’ 

[Not dated, but received the 4th of August, 1838.] 

True Translation.' ' • • . 

(Signed) J. Rout. Mourison, » 

Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 
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Inclosyre 8 in No. 125. 

% ' ** 

Sir Frederick Maitland to the Chinese Admiral. 

Her Majpsty*$ Shij) Wellesley, Chuenpee, August 5, 1838. 

IN reply to llio Admiral's note of yesterday, 1 have shortly to ob.serve 
that the. rausc of my coniihg to this anchoiMge of Liuig Kcct is distinct from 
the affairs of Elliot, and is to doinand explanations for an insidt offcrc(i.4o the 
fjovercign of country in the person of iny.solf, by firing at and boarding a 
British vessel, under the pretext that I might be on board. 

I have now to request that the Admiral will send me officers, in order 
that I may fully explain my meaning, and, having fulfilled my objects in 
coming to this anchorage, sail away to more convenient places below. 

Thus will all chance of an interruption of the peace that has so long 
.subsisted between (he two countiics be happily removed. 

With compliments, f h.ive the honour to remain. See., 

(Signed) K. L. MAITLAND. (L.S.) 


luclosure 9 in No. 125. 

Declaration of Chinese Officers. 

ON the 8th day of the Cth month (28th July), an Eugli.sh boat was cnlcr- 
ingthe Bogue, vvhen certain natives spoke wionglyof your Honourable Admiral, 
his family, and subordinates, inquiring whether they were on board or not, 
and adding that, if tliey were on board, the bt^at must return, but, if not, slie 
might proceed through the Bogue. This has been inquired into. It was not 
done in coiisctiuencc of any official orders; the wrong language was that of 
the nalive.s aforesaid themselves. Should any such-bke language be used 
hereafter, the ciicumstauce shall be at once investigated and punished. 
Their thus offending your Honourable Admiral is one and the same as olfeiid- 
ing our own Admiral. 

[The above was written by I.e, a Ilictui or Tsantseang, and another 
officer, whose name was not learned, of the rank of Shaupci. It is in the 
handwriting of the latter, whose rank may be considered analogous to that of 
l.ieutcuant Commander. The rank of the former is analogous to that of Post- 
Captain, j 

True Translation. 

(Signed) • J. Rokt. Mokuisojv, 

August 5, 1 838. C/n'ne.vc Secretary and Interpreter. 


Inclosurc 10 in No. 125. 

Minutes of Correspondence held on hoard \he Wellesley. 

August 5, 1838. 

AFl’ER the officers deputed by the Chinese Admiral to visit Sir P’redcrick 
Maitland h.ud, in writing, disavowed, on the part of their Admiral, all 
Sanction of the insulting inquiries made on board the boat Bombay, Sir 
Frederick Maitland observed, “ That irregularities will happen, but, as they 
may lead to serious misunderstandings 'between the two nations, they require 
to be noticed and checked. That the Tetuh had oxprc.ssed a determination 
to punish the person who had committevl this offence. But that, since every 
intention of inculting the Briti.sh flag had now been disavowed, he hoped the 
Tetuh would consider it an accident, and forgive the oftender.” To this the 
ofiicers replied, that it was an insult to the Tetuh himself, as well as to Sir 
Frederick Maitland, and that the offence could not be pas.sed over,, but must 
of necessity be punished, j' . 

The Admiral then said, that, haying satisfactorily settled the business 
that had brought him up to Lungkeet, he meant to take the earliest oppor> 
tunity of wind andi tide toretum,.|o Lungkoo. Th^t, the monsqbn, .being now 
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against his return south%V3r<l, be would probably roinaiu some weeks longer 
in that neighbourhood. Ho added, that, since the trade hu<l ceased to be’in 
the hands of tlie Coinpry^y, frequtnt visits of British ves.sels of war may bq-» 
expected, it being in accordance with the genius of the English naiion to 
look after its subjects in foreign countries, to see that they arc suhjected to 
no in.sidis, and that disturbances do not take pl.iee among’ tliem, 'Fliat they 
may re* (. assured, however, that tliese vessels will come always with a peace- 
ful pu”^ose. 

3 lie officers requested, in the name of the 3\ tuh, that orders should he 
given to put a stop lo the irri'gularilies of British subjects, such as had been 
alluded to in the secoml conrerenee between tht' Tetu'i and Capt.iin \faitland, 
llio Admiral inforrntd them, that niereliant vessels arc not under the martial 
discipline^ of the N.ivy, but are subject to the Civil Aiilhority ; and pointed 
them to Captain Elliot, who was present. Captain I'illiol assured them lluit 
his constant wish lias been to preserve peace and good order. lie added a 
desire iliat the Coveriior might be infoinied that the late negotiations on Jii.s 
part vvere carried on by liiiii, in obedience, to the oiders of bis Government, 
and were not owing to any want of respeet towards llis Exeellciicy. 

(Signed) J. Rour. M OKIIISOV, 

Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 


, No. 

Viscou 7 Palmerston to Captain Elliot. 


Sir, Foreifjn Office^ February 27, 1839. 

y( )UR dc‘S|Ki(('Iics to 13th OctnbcT, inclusive, of last year, have bocii rcccivotl 
and laid beCore Her Majcst\’s (levernuKMit. 

1 a:n not yet enahtcd to (onn any opinion as to the instructions which it 
inay be ri.”hl to senni you on the subject of the debts of llu; Honj; llin^-l'ae, as 
it appears uncertain in what sSt itc that question might be, when any directions 
relating to it could arrive in ^'hiua. 

\(»ur (Jeypatch of the 29tli of Marcli last, inclosing a, copy of the 
mcmori.'ii of ihe llritisli nuurhants iiiicrestcd in this malter, was received 
on tho l2th of October last. In this memorial the merchants prayed lor the 
intcrferetjce of Her Majesty's (iovennnent with that of China, to ol)iaiu a 
scUleineiit of their claims upon more equitable terms than those which had been 
proposed by the iusolvLmt Hong, and which had been sanctioned l^v the Governor 
ot (laiitoa. But, on tlie other hand, it ajipears from (Janton newspapers lately 
rec(?ived in Kngl.ind, that alK)ut the time when your despatch was received at 
this office, the British merchants at Canton had effected an arrangement with the ♦ 

Uong 

iiu'rohauts upon tenns not very d fferent from those agiiinst which tliey 
had in liieir iiicmorial juote.st.cd. 

I request that you wi)l inform me whether this statcineut i.s true ; ami if it 
is, I have fiirthur to iiistruct you to iiujiress ujion the British merchants resident 
in China, that it is of great iinportaiiee to their own intcrosts, as well as to the 
character of this country, that they should not on any luture occasion hastily 
apply to the British Goverunient to found a rejiresontation to tho Chinese 
Goveruiiient in their behalf, ujioh principles which they themselves may be 
disposed to abandon before such representation could reach the Chinese 
authorities. 

I am, ftc.f 

(Signed) PAUIERSTO.V. 


. No*. 127. 

Viscount jRalmerston to Captain Elliot. 

Sir, Foreign, Office^ March 23, 18.39. • 

YOUR ' despatch of ’the -ISth of April last, relating to certain regu-*^ 
iations which you hud thought it advisable to establish with a view of con- 
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trouling the conduct of the crews of British merehatit vcisels trading with. 
Canton, has been submitted to Her Majesty’s Law Officers, with a request, that 
'•ihey would take the same into considcracion.'and report their opinion whether 
those regulations arc in any way at variance with the laws of England, or incon- 
sistent with the territorial rights of China. The Law Officers have accordingly 
reported that the regulations in question arc not in any way at variance with the 
laws of England, provided they be duly made and issued by Her Majesty, 
according to the Act of the 3rd and 4th VVilliam IV., ch. 93, sec. 6 ; that 
you have no power of your own authority to make any such regulations. With 
respect to the temtorial rights of China, the Law Officers are of opinion that the 
regulations, amounting in fact to the establishment of a system of police at 
Whampoa, within the dominions of the Emperor of China, would be an inter- 
ference with the absolute right of sovereignty enjoyed by independent States, 
which can only be justified by positive treaty, or implied permission from usage. 

Under these circumstances, I have to instruct you to endeavour to obtain the 
written approval of the Governor of Canton for these regulations, and as soon as 
that approval is received in this country, the proper steps shall be taken for 
giving force to those regulations, according to the provisions of the Act of 
Parliament. 

I am, &c., 

(Signed) PALMERSTON 


No. 128. 


Viscount Palmerston to Captain Elliot. 


Sir, Foreign Office, yiarch 23, 1839. 

IN continuation of the subject of my despatch, of the 27th ultimo, 1 
think it right to state to you, for your information, that when the vneiuo- 
rial of the llritish merchants, dated the 21st of March, 1838, was received 
at this office, Her Majesty’s Governnieiit felt disposed to take Immediate steps 
for obtaining from the Chinese Government redress of the grievances which that 
memorial set forth j but upon further consideration, it was thought expedient to 
abstain from doing anything with that view, until the nccc.s.sity for the inter- 
ference of the British Government should have become more manifest. There 
seemed reason to expect that the appearance of the British Admiral in the river 
of Canton, might, by its moral influence, have brought about an arrangement of 
this question, and thus have obviated the necessity for any further measures on 
the part of Her Majesty’s (ioveruraent. 

I am, &c., 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 129. 

Viscount Palmerston to Captain Elliots 

Sir, Foreign Office, March 30, 1839, 

WITH reference to your despatches of 7th and 1 0th August, and 13th 
October, 1838^111 which you report the proceedings which took place between 
vyoarself and ,.Rear Admiral Sir Ercderick Maitland on the one part, and the 
'Chinese Authorities on the other, upon the late visit of the Rear Admiral to 
the neighbourhood of the Canton .river, I .have much satisfaction in conveying 
to you the approval of Her Majesty’s Government of your conduct on this 
occasion. 

I am, &c., 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 
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No. 130. 

Viscount Palmerston to Captain Elliot. 

Sir, Foreign Office, June,\^, 1839. 

YOUR despatches to the 31st of December of last year, and to the 30th 
of January of this year, have been received and laid before Her Majesty’s 
Government. 

With reference to such of those despatches as detail the circumstances which 
led to an interruption of the trade, for a short period, in December last, and the 
steps which you took in consequence, with a view to the re-opening of the 
trade, and to tlie re-establishment of your official communications with the 
Chinese Authorities, I have to signify to you the entire approbation of Her 
Majesty’s Government of your conduct on those matters. But I have, at the 
same time, to instruct you not to omit to avail yourself of any proper opportunity 
to press for the substitution of a less objectionable character than the character 
“ Pm,” on the superscription of the communications which you may have occasion 
to address to the Viceroy. 

I am, &c., 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 131. 

Caplain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received April 22, 1839.) 

My Lord, Macao, Oclohcr 13, 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to report that the Rear-Admiral left these seas for 
Singapore, on the 6th in.stant. 

A Government officer having visited the Wellesley at Toong Koo, some- 
time in the month of August, during Sir Frederick Maitland’s absence at this 
place, with a request to know when the ship would proceed to sea, it was 
considered proper to addrc.ss the Tetuh on the subject. And the accompany- 
ing eorrcspoudcncc will satisfactorily convince your Lordship that the best 
understanding has subsisted to the last moment of the Wellesley’s continu- 
ance in China. 

No difficulties were experienced about the supply of Her Majesty's 
ships ; and the Tetuh on several occasions sent officers to visit the Rear- 
Admiral with the expression of his condolence upon the demise of his niece, 
and of his best wishes for his health and happiness. 

I have &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

' Chief Superintendent. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 1.31. 

Sir FrederieJi Maitland to the Chinese Admiral. 

Toong Koo, August 29, 1838> 

REAR-ADMIRAL Sir Frederick Maitland has the honour to ac<|uaint the 
Tetuh, that the ship bearing his flag, now lying at Toong Koo, has recently- 
been visited by a Government boat, with a desire to be inforrned when the 
ship will proceed to sea. 

In order that no doubt may exist as to the real and peaceful purposes of 
his visit. Sir Frederick Maitland considers it proper to record in a written' 
form, the explanation which he had the honour to make to the Honourable' 
oflficefs, who waited upon him at Chiienpee on the 5th instant. 

The trade has now ceased to be in the hands of the Company, and is, 
under the direct control and protection of the British Sovereign. 

Frequent visits of British meu-of-war therefore must be expected., 
because it is in accordance with the genius of the English Government to* 
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1(7(i!c after the interests of itsS subjects jn foreign countries, tliat they are 

subjected to no injustice, and that no disturbances take place amongst them. 

The Chinese Government, however, rasy rest assured, that the British 
vessels of w'ar who visit tins empire, will come always with a peaceful pur- 
pose; but Sir Frederick Maitland most demand, in the name of his Govern- 
ment, peucefiil and n'speclftil treatment towards them. 

The monsoon being now against his return to the southward. Sir Frede- 
rick Al.iitlaiul will prohabiy remain a (cvv weeks longer in this nci^ltbour- 
hood. 

With expressions of compliment and consideration, he has the honour to 
rerhaiii, tkc. * 

(Signed) FRED. R. M.A.ni.AND, . 

Rear- Admiral and Commander- in- Chief. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 13 1. 

Note from thb Chinese Admiral in reply to Air Frederick Maitland's Lclier of 

Aiujust 29, 1838. 

ON the 29l!i August, 1 o|)ene<l and perused your communication, and 
acquainted myself with all the honourable and excellent tlioiights therein 
ex[)rcs.std. The ihoughlfui eare that is therein manilesti'd, has also yieldc<l 
me gratiiieation. Having betore lieaid lliat yon were iin!is|)Osed, and having 
al.so been informed ol'tlie loss of your niece, I was mentally grieved; but yet 
I dared not, by waiting upon yon, to infringe the rules of my country ; at this. 
1 trust you will not feel any offence. 

Tiic outer sous afford good .space and depth of water; and there is 
nothing to apprehend from winds or waves. Should your public alfuirs yet 
detain yon several weeks, tlierc can be no obstacle tluoa to. I pray you to hc 
caieful of yourself, to keep your IkmIy in health and comfort. 

I spceiailv addre.ss this in reply, and wish your E.xcclleney much and 
many blessings. 

True 'rranslation. 

(Signed) J. Rout. Mokkcson, 

Chinese Aecrelnry and Interpreter. , 


Inclosurc 3 in No. 131, 

Sir Frederick Maitland lo the Chinese Admiral. 

. Toojkj KoOf September 25, 1838. 
REAR ADMIRAfj Sir Frederick Maitland he.ing about to sail away froln 
the Canton river, for otlier parts of his station, a.s the season for the change;)bf 
monsoon is fast ap()roaching. takes this opjjortnnity -to acquaint the Tetnh 
therewith, and expressing the high sense ho entertains 'of the manner in 
which all the communications which have pa.s.scd between his Excellency and 
himself, have been carried on. 

It has been Sir Frederick Maitland’s constant desire to maintain such 
order ainongst the officer.s and men under his command, as might prevent 
any act of theirs giving offence lo the Chinese authorities, in which he trusts 
_ he has been successful ; and the captain of every British ship*af-\var which 
'^-rfinay hereafter be sent to the coast of China, will be directed to comport him- 
’.riself in the same manner. , • t ' 

SiV Frederick Maitland further feels.it a duty he owes to the Com- 
■/TaauAeTS of Ihe \m\?bT\a\ wdv-jvm'kR -which have been stationed in the neigh 
;bourhood of the ship bearing his flag, to state for the Tetuh’s information, 
;:^ that their conduct has been marked by the strictest propriety and civility. * 
Sir Frederick Maitlaiid requests the Tetuh will accept his best wishes 
. . for his health and prosperity ; and as a mark of His feelings towards him, b^s 
?he will honour him by the acceptance of a few boitlea^^^ Cape sweet wine. ** - 
' ' (Signed)r FRED. .L. MAITLAND, 

Rear-Admiral and Commander-in-Qkif^f* 



l^o: 132. 

' , ’ ■ 

Captain Blliot tO^Viscpunt Palmerst6n.-^(Received' May 27, ISSO.) i 

My Lord, Macao, DecmJb€r% 18 ^. 

THE Inclosure No. 1, covering a Memorial from certain. creditors on the 
bankrupt merchant “ Hingtae,” has this moment reached me. I avail myself 
of the opportunity of a vessel upon the point of departure for Calcutta to for- 
ward Miese papers by the way of Egypt. But I shall take a very early occa- 
sion to address your Lordship again upon this subjt'ct. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

’ Chief Hupcrinteiident. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 132. 

Mr, Imjlis to Captain Elliot. 

Sir, Macao, December 1, 1838. 

I HAD the honour in March last to request you, on the part of certain 
creditors of the Chinese bankrupt Hong merehants, to forward their Memorial 
to Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary for Foreign Affairs. 

The creditors of these Hong merchants, have since agreed to a settle- 
ment for the payment of their claims, and have even received a first dividend 
of 4 per cent, upon Ilingtae’s debts. They think it advisable, in consequence, 
to address the Foreign Secretary again upon the subject; and 1 am delegated 
by them to hand you the inclosed memorial, with their request that you will 
kindly forward it to its destination, with such explanations as you may think 
necessary for the information of Her Maje.sty’s Ministers, and the furtherance 
of the object of the Memorial. 1 have, &c., 

(Signed) ROBERT INGLIS. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 132. 

« 

The Creditors of the Hovy Merchant Jlinytae, to Viscount Palmerston. 

My Lord, Canton, November 26, 18.38. 

WHEN we had the honour to address your Lordship on the 21st of 
March last, respecting our claims upon the Chinese Hong merchants, we took 
occasion to inform the Viceroy of Canton that we had done .so ; but we added, 
that in attending your Lordship’s acknowledgmcbtof our Memorial, we should 
gratefully receive any portion of our claims which the Viceroy might order to 
• be paid, and listen to any propositions upon the subject which the Hong mer- 
chants might offer. Xhe Viceroy in reply, rebuked what he called our per- 
versity ; but the Hong merchants continued to negociatc a settlement of our 
claims ; and we have hnally agreed to receive payment of them in the follow- 
ing manner, viz. : — Hingtae’s by instalments in 8^ years, beginning from the 
30th November 1837 ; and Kingqua’s by instalments in ten years, beginning 
from the 1st July of the present year; together with simple interest at the 
, rate of 6 per cent, per annum, upon the latter’s debts, to be paid after the 
liquidation of the principal. . • 

. , Your Lordship will observe that we have gained little better terms for- 
the liquidation of Hingtae's debts, than at the date of dur last .Memorial, but' 
we have also arranged fet Kingqua's; and.looking to the magnitude of the- 
debts, and to the precedents in favour of their liquidation* by instalments;', wei 
have thought it prudent not to press the matter further. We cannot, hosi^ 
ever* forbear to call' again to your Lordsbipls^attention, that the main diffioulty'^^: 
. in .obtaining .a more favourable settlement .has been* according to the Hong 
noerebants: themselves;, the.,^in!^ds upon dtem by theHoppo, who has lately 

retired front' o^lce; abdi^^by ;the- ?p:ree^ fiji^ctienary .wjio.c^ucceeded him, 
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^ ^ 

‘ instalments, if not of failure altogether, in their ultimate liquidation. ;KiWe db 
not presume, in opposition to the usage of our own aud other countnes, to 
expecl^payment of our debts, before the just dues of Government ; but your 
Lordship has already been made' aware that .the Imperial Government is 
pledged to us, both by law and prescription, for the Hong merchants’ debts ; 
and our clainis are therefore identified with its own. The demand lipon the 
' Co-hong, besides, does not arise entirely out of dues already incurred to the 
Government, biitout of temporary exactions, which we liave reason to believe 
to be sometimes a mere cover for extortion. 


We beg further to urge upon your Lordship’s attention, that Kingtiuai^jis 
hong has not been officially declared insolvent, although we have the Vice- 
roy’s sanction to the proposed liquidation of its debts ; to effect which, the 
Co-hong has agreed to pay 125,000 dollars annually. We believe the arrange- 
ment to be made in perfect good faith; but the informality attending it, may 
no doubt, be adduced hereafter to invalidate the settlement, should the Hong 
become ultimately bankrupt. We do not hesitate, nevertheless, to accede to 
the prbposM terms, seeing that our own wish to carry on the Hong is echoed 
by the Co-hong, and sanctioned by the Viceroy. , We could expect nothing 
from its formal bankruptcy but another tedious discussion ; and the substitu- 
tion for it, of another Hong of, perhaps, less character, and no better c,redit. 

‘ We expressed a doubt in our former Memorial to your Lordship, of the 
Hong merchants to conduct their affairs beneficially, in the present state of 
the trade between China and Great Britain; which in addition to the above 
causes, occasions distrust of the regular payment of the dividend.s on our 
claims, asnovi^ proposed. In foregoing, therefore, our pretensions to more 
favourable terms, we repose always on the hope of aid. from Her Majesty's 
Government to procure fulfilment of the stipulations of our agreement, should 
our fears of its infraction be unfortunately realized. 

'The chief object of our first Memorial to your Lqrdship is thus tempora- 
rily dispo.sed of ; blit the other impediments to our trade therein complained 
of still remain. No new Hongs have been established, and we have still, 
therefore, to anticipate future debts, andL their tedious and unprofitable liqui- 
dation, perhaps after such another twenty months’ exasperating discussion 
with the local authorities, and with the Co-hong, as that from which we have 
just escaped. We venture again, therefore, to urge upon your Lordship’s 
consideration that part of our former Memorial, which suggests the interfereime 
of Her Majesty’s Government, whenever a fit opportunity may offer, to pro- 
vide for the earlier liquidation of debts which the Hongs may hereafter incur; 
not less to saye Her Majesty’s subjects, who may unfortunately he implicated 
m the debts, the direct loss attending their protracted paytnent, than.^to 
obviate the necessity of their recurrence, by inducing the Imperial GovotA- 
ment to remedy the inefficiency of the Co-hong, and to restrain the exaetkinu 
nnposed upon it by the Local Authorities of Canton. 

The attention of Her Majesty’s Government, may be engage more 
readily to this subject by the fact that it is proposed to pay Hingtae and Ktag- 
0«a*» debts,' And tlie Government claims, chiefly out of additioital dutieo on 
»e foreigp trade, lately imposed for this purpose. These duties are m>t cmly 
a cause of much immediate vexation to the importers of British, inanufectures^ • 
an Accumulation of them hereafter, occasioned by the recurrence of-Kong 
dte^ts, during the progress of liquidation of those of Hingtae and Kiagqda, 

^ Wi^d probably amount to a prqhibition of such imports by tqgal trade. 

I . We.haye, &c., :;,-v 

T.' j (Signed),, . ' o . , 

, ©ENT and Co. H. and 

BattandtJo. Tokra andCd. 

J-tviNGSToj^f, And Co. NaWabhot F*am/kb. 

V LoSBVn CftAodv.- . 

Jox, Ba wso^,. and # 4 ; . Wm. 

-.I- 



Ce^tain^ JBUi4t to Visicount Palnierston,--^Rec 0 ived April 18, 1839.) 


Her Majesty’s Ott^fel'.Loatsa, 

at anchor in Whampoa Rettch, ' 
My Lord, . December 8, -'1838. 

I AM concerned to report, that the trade is at this moment cast into a 
state of critical difficulty^ by a circumstance which, so far as it has reached 
my knowledge, I have now the honour to detail. It appears that the Governor 
has lately incurred the severe displeasure of the Court, upon the ground of 
a lax execution of the orders concerning the more eft’ectual prevention of the 
traffic* in opium. A remarkable increase of activity has ensued, ahd on 
Monday last, the 3rd instant, a seizure of opium was made by the Custom- 
House officers at Canton, immediately in front of the foreign factory inhabited 
by Mr. James Innes. The two native Coolies who were landing the boxes 
were apprehended, and are said to have confessed, (I am very much ahaid 
under the infliction of cruel punishment,) 4l'.at they were that gentleman’s, 
servants; that the opium >Vas liis, and that it had been brought from a ship 
at Whampoa. 

It further seems that one of these Coolies declared, that the name of the 
master of the ship was** Ki-le-wun,” a sound which the examining Man- 
darins decided must signify the name of the master of the American ship, 
Thomas Perkins, whose name 1 am told is Cleveland. All the Hong 
merchants were summoned before the Governor on Tuesday the 4.th, and 
have subsequently announced to the foreign merchants in a written form, 
that his Excellency has issued orders for the departure from China, both of 
Mr. limes and the ship, within three days. 

The Hong merchant who secured the ship has already been sent down to 
this place, and is. at this moment undergoing the unmerited and degrading 
punishment of the cangue or wooden collar; wholly unmerited indeed, my 
Lord, even if this opium had come from on board the ship in question, for tliis* 
unfortunate man could neither have known nor prevented its introduction; but 
it is beyond a doubt that it did not come from her at all, and almost as certain 
that it did come from one of the numerous small craft now at anchor in this 


river. These severe and unjust proceedings have had their immediate origin, 
in fact, either in the confused pronunciation of the wretched Coolie, or as 
probably in the fabrication of a 'name, wrung from him by inquiry under 
torlihre. 


;; In the first excitement of alarm and indignation after the Governor’s 
exceaeively harsh treatment, (for there is reason to believe they were several 
hours- on their knees before him with the instruments of punishment laid oat 
to intimidate them,) the Hong merchants were goaded into a written menace 
to pull down their house, in which .Mr. Innes lives, if he did not leave Canton 
wiwn the period' specified by< his Excellency. But the general body of the 
meichants; with becoming spirit, and at the same time in a calm and judieidiis 
manner, expressed- their determination to resist such rash proceedings at., att 
hazards. It mustslsc be mentioned, to the great credit of these unh&jppy 
men, that a better spirit soon exercised its influence, and they have frankly 
recalled their hasty expressions. The trade has not yet been stopped by any; 
written instrument unoer the Governor’s hand, or at least wlych has yet been^ 
transmitted to the foreigners,- bat. the Hong merchants' have written to t}:em 
to say, that they have his Bifee^lency s orders to.- difl^ontinue all trade what- 
ever, till hii injunctions aretobeyi^, and for three, days thhre has beqa 

an entire cesss^on of buefetie8#^'^:''’i.,Shou\d that these tidings only met 

Die at this’ anchorage, wher^lThMved yester^y- morning for the adjustment 
. certain difficulties. on b.oatd;-sqmp of tha merspantoships ftOW haipe. -V* 

Vi'-'-. ; Your Lordship.imay'l^'aiiituii^-itl^t.l.,^ avail 



<>]ppbrtuoHyiti».Wl^W 

of circumiirtttrtlfcr^' ^3-‘sftaU also-'sejai^ eveify’ occasioh' to keep y 




your iliordship; 


V fr-r’.' . 

.. -j.- 


informed of theitiroffress ofeventsV .and I nave now- the, honour,* &c*,' 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT,, 

'* ' Chief Superintendeni. 


December 9, 1838 

' .r ' ■ . ' \ > m* ^ , 

P.S. I learn this morning that the Governor has extended the period 
for the departure ■'of- Mr. limes and the American' ship to teh'ddyS. 

' (Signed) • CHARLES ELLIOT. 

j. ^ . ,! I ii"';, I 

No. 134. 


' Captain Eltioi to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received April 13, 1839.) 


My Lord, Canton, December 13, 1838. 

MY despatch of the 8th inst., will have prepared your Lordship for grave 
difficulties in Canton ; and it is now my duty to report an event which has just 
passed, to the imminent hazard of the lives and property of the whole foreign 
community. Yesterday forenoon, at about 11 o’clock, the foreigners were 
struck with astonishment by a sudden preparation in the square in the imme- 
diate front of the factories, for the strangling of a criminal. It was at once 
determined to resist this unprecedented and intolerable outrage: and the 
officer in charge of the small body of police on the spot was requested to take 
instant measures for conveying this resolution to the higher authorities; and, 
in the mean time, the foreigners , themselves removed the tent and the other 
i apparatus which had been prepared. This officer' appears to have con- 
ducted himself with remarkable moderation, offering no resistance to these 
proceedings; neither did the considerable crowd which had already assem- 
bled, evince any unfriendly dispositions towards the foreigners, but, it would 
seem from general concurrence, rather the contrary. Between 1 and 2 o’clock 
in the afternoon, however, when the crowd had become exceedingly dense, 
but was still perfectly inoffensive, and collected from motives of mere curiosity, 
some rash foreigners provoked the people by forcibly pushing in amongst 
them, and assailing them with sticks. , They returned this wanton attack \yith 
showers of stones, and other violence, and in a few minutes the foreigners 
were driven in within the gates of their respective factories, which were 
immediately closed. But the fury of the crowd, consisting by this time, as I 
am credibly informed,; of at least 6,000 people, was now inte.nsely excited^ 
and for some hours the aspect of circumstapees is* represented to have been 
very disquieting indeed. At about 2 o’clock, intelligence was forwarded 
tbi me at Whampoa, whieh reached me at about 4 o’clock in the afternoqm 
and I repaired immediately to Canton. Before m;;^ departure, I issued' k 
circular tC' thfe commanders and commanding officers of British ships at that 
anchorage, directing, that in case it.should become necessary to dispatch a 
force to Clanton, they should place themselves under the guidance of Captain 
Marquis, ;of the shipJSch'atice ; and I requested that gentleman to attend to 
my rarther instructions in that respect. On my own way ui^ I was met by 
still more serious. accounts, and I therefore thought it necessary to, forward 
instructions to Captain Marqujs to send the boats with all despatch. . .On my. 
|';taTivkl in Cabton, at about ff p. M;; 1 found that the soldiecy. had already 
^"dispersed the mob, and that the prisoner had been executed ; at >onc of the 
tiBUdb^laces appointed for that purpose. ’TbisJwrelcbed manr.acems to.have 
suffered for' the offence of selling opium; and Lam without imy . doubt that 
intentioB^^prrather the manifestation of an intention, to str^gle him in this 
square, was«J^th ‘ the jpurpbs#to fix upon the foreign .community genera)ly,c 
the scrlousneltfbf the Gb^e^b^'t dbtei’t^ihation vrith respe^ the late affhir 
.^Jieported'ih m’y-de8pateh,dfI?eo^bbr*R.'j,''-^''‘i''4i^'AVT.5.;f^ '■•■-■■s, r--‘- ■. 

^ ' 1 sent for .di^Hong^m'ch^jaisdmme.biately^Qp^^^ in ,'C^ton,;^h4 

^esired 'them * 10 ^ .aanotfnce ' it tb‘ tfee^Gmrernor^.;;^}^^ expression of pay ^ 



bf the' trani^ill; course of eve.nfs. ’i’bjpy 
baVefTtot^yet brought me His! Excetteney’s ahsweif^ dbi}' the departure, of the, 
ship by which this, despatch -is -to proceed, obliges trie tpti^oolMde.. . ■ 

(Signld)^'^^’ CHARLES ELLJOT, 

Chief Superintendent • 

, Canton f December 14, 1838. 

P.S. Every; thing is pow in a state of tranquillity,* and I belieyc I may 
confidently assure your Lordship, that the trade will be resumed in the course 
of a few days. 

* 1 hope tiiat tiie" nieasurc.s which i find it necessary to take- with 

that purpose, will not incur the disapprohotion of Her Majesty’s Government. 
They shall be reported by the next occasion. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


No. 135. 

Viscount Palmer eton to Captain Plliot. 

Sir, ^ Foreign Offlde, jipril 16, 18dd, 

SINCE my despatch of February 27th was written, your despatches ' 
of the 2nd and 13th Dccoinber, 1838, have been received. 

I reserve any observations or instructions I may liave to send or 
ino.ko to you on the subject of your despatch of Dcceml)er 13, till 1 
receive the further accounts which you announce your intention to send. ■ 

'J'hese accounts will probably contain, all the infornjation that may be 
requisite for cnablingjlcr Majesty’s Government to form an opinion upon 
the proceedings that have occurred at Canton, and whi<;h appear, by intel- 
ligence to the 31st of December, contained in the London newspapers of 
this morning, to have ended in a satisfactory^anner; but should* you, 
however, not alreatly have stated the point specifically, I wish to be in- 
formed whether the forcignei's, to whom you allude in your despatch as 
having resisted the intention, of the Chinese authorities to put a criminal 
to death in the immediate front of the. factories, were liriiish subjects 
only, or the subjects and citizens of other countries also.- I also wish to 
know upon what alleged ground of right these persons considered them- 
selves entitled to interfere with the arrangements made by the Chinese 
officers of justice for carrying into effect, in a Chinese town, the orders of 
their superior authorities. 

’ I am, &,c., . ' 

(Signed) - PALMERS'fON. 



’ No. 136. 

Captain ’^lUof to' Viscouht Palmerston. — {Received April 18, 1839.)' 

Hiiv Lord. - " r , ' Canton, December 31',^'i838. 

THE dep^Ttttreof a 'ship for Bengal affords me an occasion, to report , that r 
the public intefieobrse-' between this Government and myself is refiewed *, his ,; 
Excellency having'' epnsButed .toc'ommupicate with me, on all important, 
subjects, - under thC'Seals oPtbe iKwa'ng-Chow-Foo and. .Kwang- Hee, , . : 

' Ih ’TeivHrtt 'fbef-'-thisusithstantial concession,;,! have agreed* to incur 
rei^poursibUity of- oommanioating; with. bis,, ^j^cellency, underidhe .charac^r’'^ 
** but it has baeo^olearly. explained that- this jcpurse has been adopted 

upon the ground, that native officers of roy. own; rank dddress. his Excel leuqy 
; the^shme‘form'f-air;undai»ArfdiDg necessarily involving;. the. principle, 
•British 6ffic€*B'^tUe^fi»at--eiljd w claim the, righ^to 

(legate «poM-att.e«fuahlfootihg wtE-d^^ the Uki? 

% pe^patej^s .containing the full; liccoqnt of th^fese proceedings, and.thi^ 
' ciw'ttii&laiheea'anii reas^^ to close with this artange-^. 



uacnt, shall be to youjrJ|^r^ship jn a few 

factory to M^eHy*» Ctovernmenf ^ know that tbe omifijctibni to;:thft-; 
tnde are tbMoved/and that it will hiive resulted its usual coarse toomorrow . 
or next day. 

Ihave, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT/ 

Chief Superintendmt. 


/onwary I, 1639. > 

• P.S. I open "my despatch to acquaint your Lordship that the senior ' 
Hong merchant has this moment waited upon me, and announced the 
commands of the Government to re-open the trade; and tile cargo permits „ 
will be issued to-day. 

. (Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


No. 137. 


Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received May 13, 1639.) 

My Lord, Canton, January 2^ ,1839. 

THE necessity of closing my despatches of the 2nd, I3th, and 3lat 
December of last year, to save the ships then upon the point of sailing, pre- 
vented me from furnisliing a detailed report of the course I had pursued with 
the purpose to reopen the trade, and to place it on a more secure and 
honourable footing than it has lately rested. 

The Inclosure No. 1, is the copy of a letter my Secretary had received 
'' •from Mr. limes, inclosing a protest to be handed to me. Inclosure No.3,is my 
.' reply to Mr. Innes, written on the day before the dangerous riot in front of 
' the factories. Inclosures Nos. 4, 5, and 6, arc the' continuance of that 
correspondence. 

In the further disposal of this part of the subject, I have now to inform 
your Lordship that Mr. limes applied to the Provincial Government for a 
passport, and left this place for Macao, on the IGth ultimo, having previously 
forwarded a declaration to his Excellency, confessing that the opium was 
his ; that it came from his boat, and not from the American ship ; and 
absolving the two Coolies from all wilful participation in the oilence', upon 
the ground that they were ignorant of the contents of the boxes. 

The difficulty which remained to be removed before, the trade could be 
opened, was the illicit traffic in opium carried on in small craft within the river, 
a considerable number of which were stationary at Whampoa, receiving their 
supplies from time to time in other vessels of a similar description, from thie , 
. opium ships at Lintin or Hong Kong. 

The senior Hong merchants, on the evening of my arrival in Canton, TOO 
12th ultimo,) complained in bitter terms that they shduld be exposed to ihe 
cruel- .and ruinous consequences which were hourly arising. out of the .existence 
of this forced trade, not merely at Whampoa, but at the factories .themselves, . 
of which they were the proprietors ; and theiefore, under heavy responsibility 
to the Government. And they insisted that they would .qot carry, on tlie 
lawful commerce, (having the Governor’s sanction for their cph,duct,) tiU'effec- . 
tuhl steps were taken for the suppression of this dangerous e^.; ^ , ./.... , . 

Mindful of the embarrassments which would ensue if bis Exb^lency (per- „ 
^P^itseiviilg that all hope of intorference upon' my part were vain,) should eflect this 

fhr more inconvehienit objects, by the immediate in^tcrrupiton.l^the ordinary , 
maijjfci* of intercourse, and by the protracted stoppage of the tiaw, I feltthat ^ 
y, .the moment htyi arrived for my own interposition. ' 

/f ; I thereloj^^desired the aii^^^ants to proceed dhi^tly to his ExcellencjTi ,! 
/ vand announce dl^Wrival htl^^Cah } adding, that as np mere difficulties in pciifijta/t 
i of form should deter me, in the;i^|<blemergemy, fmh/'liidthluUy endeavouring ' 


restore a smte^j^lit^ful traded imd ihuirephik^ 

/If^cy’s hands 'foif irte^iiabld cdnnti^ahceyi and 
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a pifeUminary Jfte?^ an ipaeal 
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have’the effect of clearing the river df these boats, but because (if the ca^e 
otherwise) I felt it became me distinctly to forewarn Her Majesty^ subjects 
concerned in these* practices, of the course which it was my determination to 
pursue,' . ' 

' • Gn the I7th- ultimo, therefore, I convened a general meeting of all the 
foreign residents at Canton in this hall, and addressed them in the manner your 
liOrdslup will dfid reported in the accompanying note, taken n^t the moment by 
my Secretary. On the 18th, I promulgated the inclosed noltice, and having 
ascertained that the smuggling boats were Still at Whampoa on the 23rd, (some’ 
of. them wearing British ensigns and pendants,) I addnissed the accompanying 
riote to his Excellency the Governor. * -■ 

.His Excellency’s reply forms Inclosure No. 10; and Inclosure No. II is 
my renewed request that this mode of direct official intercourse on affairs of . 
impprtance should be declared to be general, and not for the occasion. Inclo- 
sure No. 12, is the Governor’s assent to this principle, signified, indeed, through 
the senior Hong merchant, but he was desired to place the original document, 
bearing his Excellency’s seal, in my hands, in order that I might duly authen- 
ticate the fact to my Government. I was contented with this acknowledgnient, 
and the flag was rchoisted on the 30tb ultimo at II o’clock. On the 31st, I 
was enabled to desire the senior merchant to report the departure of all the 
boats fium Whampoa; and he has this day announced to me tho.^ official com' 
mands of the Government to open the trade, which I have just signified to the' 
community, in the accompanying circular. . ■ 

The Inclosure No. 14, is a general notice to Her Majesty’s subjects, which. 

I have also issued to-day, announcing the renewal of tlie public intercourse, and 
publishing those portions of my correspondence with the Governor, which it 
concerned them to know. 


But I have not felt myself at liberty to publish those parts which relate to 
the manner of my intercourse ; upon the ground that it is the special attribute 
of Her Majesty’s Government to dispose of that subject, and that it may be 
highly iuconveHiciit they should be generally promulgated without your Lord- 
ship’s sanction. 

Having now drawn the 'statement of these proceedings to a close, I may 
turn to a more particular explanation of the motives and the manner of my 
interposition. 

It had been clear to me, my Lord, from the origin of this peculiar brantdi 
, of the opium traffic, that it must grow to be more and more mischievous to 
every branch of the trade, and certainly to none more than to that of opium 
itself. As the danger and the shame of its pursuit increased, it was obvious that 
it would fall by rapid degrees into the hands of more and more desperate men ; , 
that it would stain the foreign character with constantly aggravating disgrace, 
in sight of the whole of the better portion of this people; and lastly, that it . 
wot^>ii<^onnect itself more and more intimately with our lawful commercial inter- 
cottmi^ to the meat peril of vast public and private interests. 

■ Till the bmer day, my Lord, I believe there was no part of the w(wld where 
the foreigner felt his life and property more secure than here in Canton; but 
the grave events of the 12th ultimo have left behind a different impreBsioii.i . 
For a space of near two hours the foreign factories were within the power of an, 
immense and excited mob, the gate of one of them was absolutely battered 
in, and a pistol was fired out, probably without hall, or over tlie heads of 
people, for at least , it is certain that nobody fell. If the ease had J)een other- 
wise, Her Majesty^h Government and the British public would have had to 
learn that the trade and peaceful inte:fcourse with this empire was indefinitely . 
inteirupted by a terrible scene of hlob^jf^hed and ruin. And all these desperate;^, 
hazards have' been meurired, my Lord, for the scrambling and, comparatively*^ 
considered, insignificant < gains of a few jeckle^ ilpdiyiduals, miqnestionably : 
founding their conduct upon the h^ief, that exempt firom the > 

op<aarion;of. alflaw, British; ptf ^hinesk , 

• I 'owe.'it tb'foyself to' foreseeing flife, serious, eons^tiences wluch 

arise frt^'the focther itoiWto'b^^ evil, Lwfiqte more 4|^;8 year and a i 
siriee, to tfae^€teaejiaI' Q|i Commituer 

ItBit effintg to put ft doira,’ simijiur justice to that .hadEyi 

to*9tato,.that : . 
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ithis peculiar form; 6f the traffic hw been practised’ or 
few amongst "'tb^V: Biit it was ''extending itself widely amongst 
forming part of the resident sdciety, and in no, long Ihpse of time/it mu^ ba^e' 
brought to Canton the refusm of all the countries- in odr neighbourhood. > ' 

Indeed,. judging of the future from the past, Ifcel warranted iii sayihg, that 
within the space of one, from this time, there would have been at lea^ 
three hundred armed and; la'Wless men carrying 'dn. this business' nh tbe very 
heart of our regular commerce. And if the extent of the inisfehief hourly 
impending, w’as in some sense susceptible of estimate, T must remark 4?>&t no 
satisfactory course of remedy has ever j'ct presented itself to my mind. But 
that IJer Majesty’s Government would have been driven into the nefte.ssity of 
very urgent, expensive, and hazardous measures upon ibc most painful grounds; 
appeared to me to be a cectain result of the ’protraction of this forced ti'affic 
within the river,' arid at the factories; and with this conviction I resolved to 
use all lawful means in bay power to draw it to a cdnclusion, rind to prevent its 
recurrence. ' , 

I should observe in this place, that the remarkable vigour, Uot merely of 
the local, but of the general government, for some months hack', furnished addi- 
tional cause to apprehend some exceedingly serious dilemma. And regarding 
the subject in every point of ■‘deW, I could riot but perceive that a person in iriy 
station should lose no time in taking such a position as would give weiglit to 
his representatidris in any moment of emergency. 

I made up my mind to incur the responsibility of making my communi- 
cations under the character “Pin,” because I, was sensible that it was vain 
to hope this Government would consent to give way uiioii such a point, so long 
as there was an absence of really pressing neces.sity ; and in that situation of 
affairs, I am as sure the change would pass witliout difficulty, and probably 
without comment. Indeed, I felt I could shape my owri proceedings on the 
present occasion in such a manner as would necessarily involve the principle, that 
British officers should intercommunicate upotji a footing of equality with native 
officers of the same ranks; and more than that, I am afraid it Avill be hn pos- 
sible to get from this Government without driving it to extremities upon 
matters of form, I would also respectfully press upon your Lordship the 
assurance that the idea of the character is that of re.spectfurrcport, not of 
solicitation, or petition ; and regard being had to the lofty torie assnrned by all 
Asiatic Powers ; to the particular genius bf this language and government ; to 
its strangeness to kireign intercourse ; and, above all, to the fact, that it is the 
mariner of address’ used by native officers, even of the third rank ; 1 cannot but 
hope that I shall be excused for determining not to continue the interruption of 
the public communications in a moment of" crisis fwith the trade actually 
stopped, and with other serious evils impending) upon such a ground as that. 

The next point I have to notice in my own correspondence with the 
. Governor, is the request that he would, command the, officers ,\y.iio might 
employed in the duty of dismissing these lioats from' the river, to accoinpahy 
me to” their ordinary place of anchorage. 1 advert to this subject, becausp it 
has been put prominently forward in the torrent of censure which has j Been 
poured upon me through the medium of the Canton* newspapers. "My l^rd, I 
requested his Excellency to let the officers place themselves iri cothmunication 
with me, because T was not without reason to believe that soriie'df the thought- 
less people in those vessels might be coritemplating the forcible' bpposition of 
the authority of this Government; and I hoped that niy presence iri my own 
boat would preverit such dangero'us absurdity. But assunlito^ ' for a mpuient 
that they had been wild eriough to. do so, and 'lifc bad beeft lri8t, ‘it.t^.‘jp3l^ duty 
, to take evety care irt iriy power, that the persons of Briti3h’')subjects,(^'c their 
crime what it might) did riot fall into the hands of the Chiiid^'Goveriuhent ; 

further inepmbent upon mfc to protect the property of British 
subjects, guiitldso of those illegal practites which had induced the stoppage of 
the tradcj from inconvenience of any description.- “~I' was also mmnly influenced 
in this reipi^t)(' by the desir&Tq, establish the. geu^l principle, that measures of 
an urgent nritCire affecting Her;Majesty’s subjects, needed the admission of Her 
Majesty’s officers. vc;;. ■ 

The openii^ of this offichd commnmcath>ri, tome bytheFto 

comment.. TheS^'rdl^fi 


i, it Will be obseryea, 
enouj^ pf ^ei^erienoe 



SDOula have driven tb^ into, one of tl^e ipipractjksable .mobqs^of 
ofl^mied dignity, the sure fruit of which would..have beep the containeilQd^ 
refusal of all official communication, and an obstinate adherence to their own 
policy of working out their ends by measures of general, pressure upon the 
whole trade. , . . , . , 

I Iireferred, therefore, to pass it without notice for the present, determining, 
on the first , occasion that the Governor desired to ooiinnunicate with me on any 
impoTtapt subject in the only way by which he knows sucli communications 
can reach me, to send a brief note before hand to the officers, .requesting them, 
for the sake of precision, to signify that they arc communicating his filxcel. 
lency’s pleasure, and not'their own. I shall at the same time take occasion to 
Ipnt, that this course will obviate the disagreeable necessity which would other- 
wise devolve upon me, of returning the edict to his Excellency for qorrectiop, 
pointing out the inaccuracy, and complaining of their own unreasonable 
adherence to an arrogation of his blxcellency’s authority, rather than of simple 
obedience to his commands. With the essential point in my hand, 1 felt that 
it irould be unwise to risk its complete accomplishment by difficulties upon 
what 1 am well aware are the mere tricks of wordy assumption, so characteristic 
of Chinese negociation, and which I can set to rights without hazard on some 
future and more favourable occasion. 

Neither did I object to receive the Governor’s assent to the principle, that 
all communications of importance must be forwarded through the otUcers, in 
an answer addressed to the Senior Hong Merchant ; because I sincerely felt 
that his E.tcellency had made ifs much ol' substantial concession for the present, 
as a functionary in his station could venture upon, ivithont the expicss orders 
of his Court. And after what had been gained, 1 perceived hovy.. necessary it 
was to refrain from exciting the ready feeling, that to grant anything, is only to 
feed the spirit of demand. 

I hope, my fxird, that this atCaimnent of. direct olHcial communicatimi. 
between the two countries will, on the whole, be satisfactory to Her Majesty’s 
Government. It is the first permanent intercourse of the kind which has ever 
existed between this ancient Empire and the Western world ; and \yitli the rule 
plainly admitted, and the countenance of Her Majesty’s Goveniinent, prudent 
and watchful olliccrs will, I trust, find it less perplexing to improve and extend 
the manner, than it has been to establish it. 

1 have, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

, C/iief iHuperinlencient. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 137. 

Mir, Samea Iniiea to E. Blwslie, Esq. , i^erretary to Her Mojesty’a Superintundenta, 

.Sir, Canton, Dacembrr 7," 1839. 

jr Hand you in an attested copy of the protest against the Co- 1 long, T 
verified before you an oath last night, and it.s attendant list. 

I beg that you will place both in the possession of Her Majesty's Chief 
Superintendent,, at '.Macao, in case of the parties, whose property is in peril, being 
disposed to'loqk for redress through the intervention of the Britisli Governinfent.. 

1 served on Hbwqua’s confidential purser with my own Ivund, last liiglit, tile 
principal documents of winch inclosed is a true copy, and a Chinese translation 
.bf. tbe protest, made but by Mr. Morrison, accompanied the other jiapers. 

’ I beg the favor you will acknowledge receipt, and I remain, &c.,» , 

f;',;' (Signed). JAMES INNES. 


loclosnre 2 in No, JL^TT^ 


PROTEST. 



■mA 
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break down and unroof the house I dwell in, one Creek factory ; k|iown to 
you, that the' goods, [)er list and valuation attached, are the propferfy 6f the 
parties therein named ; and should you, by breaking down niy factory where, 
they are deposited, lead to loss, robbery, or destruction of the property, I, bn 
the part of the owners, hold you liable, jointly and severally, for the value as 
stated in the list sent. The sum at peril is, sterling pounds, 23,370/. 13if. 9d., 
equivalent to Spanish dollars, 101,981. 

I furnish a copy of the list, valuation, and of this protest to Her Majesty’s 
Superintendent at inacao, for the information of the British Government" 

. A true copy, served in Chinese and English on Howqua. 

(Signed) JAMES INNES. 

James innes makes oath and declares the annexed to be a true and correct 
list of goods in his custody, as mentioned in the above protest. 

(Signed) JAMES INNES. 

• 

Before me, this sixth day of December, 18.38, at Canton, in (vhinn. 

(Signed) EDWARD ELMSLIE, 
Sccrelm'y and Treasurer to the Superintendents. 

[Here follows the list of goods.] 


Inclosure 3 in No. 137. 

Captain Elliot to Mr. James Innes. 

Her Majesty's Cutter Louisa, 

At anchor in Whampoa Reach, 
Sir; December 1 1, 1838. 

YOU It protest against the steps lately menaced in your respect by the Hong 
merchants, has been duly submitted to me ; and I need hardly observe, that 
Her Majtsty’.s Government would, of course, hold the Government of this 
Empire responsible for any violence committed on your person or property, 
except such as should be lawfully ordered by the proper authorities of this 
province, upon clear proof of the allegations agaiiust you. 

In connexion with this part of the subject, 1 seize this occasion to express 
my sincerest gratification that these rash threats were met by the general body 
of the foreign community with becoming firmness, and yet calmly and 
judiciously. Neither can I withhold a tribute of respect towards the unfortu- 
nate and goaded Hong merchants, for their early return within the influence of 
a better spirit. I'urning now to other points, I consider myself called upon, 
after the most attentive reflection, to connsef and enjoin you forthwith to place 
yourself in communication, either with the Governor directly, or with the Cp- 
Hong, for his Excellency’s information, as you may judge best, setting forth 
your request that ail iiiunediale proceedings, on account of this matter, against 
all parties whatever, should be stayed; and expressing your readiness to conform 
to any decision winch the officers of your nation may take, after full examina- 
tion of the charges against you. 

And 1 now formally and unreservedly hold myself responsible, , as Her 
.Majesty’s officer, for all loss or detriment which may be occasioned by the effect 
of any unsustainable decision of mine, either upon your own interests, or 
v property, or upon those of any other parties intrusted to your management. 

i . I entertain a persuasion thsit you will not need any assurance of the perfect 
sincerity of my dispositions to end this matter in a manner which may be most 
conducive to your,.weU understood interests; and above all, to what you will 
consider to,.J)e.of paramount importance; namely, to your continued fair 
standing in -the estimation of that class of people to which you belong by birth, 
and feeling, kod-education. ; 

I am almost ip the certainty, and I do not speak ligiitlVi' .that thd* |ffptrac> 
^ /tion of the presdht state of things will be uiltend^‘'irlfh very disastrous 
: ' oposequences, for which no triumph or no advantages "df; any nature cotdd eveir 
compensate you;' but which* at. the same time, bound to record;... my 

deliberate conviction would, be mdraliy, chargeable upoff you, if iydtt 
rejecting ^'reasohable modes of ending the actual oondttion of dif&ci^t^;* , 
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, ' Tdb conjure you, Sir, in anxious terms, timely and wisely tp withdraw 
yopj^elf from a very unsuiiable position. And J perceive no more becofhiiig 
'mode of effecting that object, iHan the one which I have now submitted to yiou, 
It makes the case, to all intents and purposes, the case of Her Majesty’s 
Government ; and if wrong be done, either by the provincial authorities, or by 
myself, effectual means of redressing it will always remain to be used. 

V [ have, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent. 


• Inclosiire 4 in'No. 137. 

Mr. James Innes to Captain Elliot. 

Sir, Canton, December 12, 1838. 

« 

I THIS forenoon had the honour to receive your letter of the 1 llh of 
December, 1838* 

I shall take into con.sidcration the purport of yonr communication, and, 
on advising with ray friends, let you know my resolution. 

1 have, ISic., 

(Signed) JAMES INNES. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 137. 

Mr. James Iniies to Captain Elliot. 

Sir, Canton, December 13, 1838. 

I H AVE been duly honoured with your letter of the lllh instant (as 
acknowledged ye.-^terday by me) and I feel particularly obliged by your consi- 
deration for me and my intereijts ; yet, all thing.s considered, I do not feel 
myself in a ])osition to avail of your proffered services, not doubting you will be 
too happy to be freed from the trouble, provided matters arc arranged so that 
the Coolies are safe and free from torture, and the trade no longer obstructed on 
my account. ' I have, &c., . 

(Signed) JAMES INNES. 


Inclosure 6 in No. 137. 


Captain Elliot to Mr. James Innes. 


^ir,. , , Canton, December 13, 1838. 

fl HAVE to acknowledge your letter of this day’s date. 

■ It would certainly be more agreeable to me not to interpose at all oii this 
occalsion, supposing (1 use the freedom, to avail myself of your own language, 
for the sake of clear mutual understanding) that the Coolies are safe and free 
from tortpre, and that the trade is no longer obstructed on your account. 

' A direct application from the Provincial Government upon, the subject, 
would UecCssaHly change my position in this respect 

I have, &c., . • ■ s;4“ 

(Signed) CHARIJiS ELLIOT, 

Chief Supcrintendenl. j'^. 

■ i, i 


Ihclojsure 7 in No, 137. 


I Olt$er:oati(m ma^ by, C^tain Elliot at a ^^j^al'Meeting of dll Fdrei^ 

f/Emdeni$ at. Qdnion, assembled m the Bnitsh Hall. ■ >i. 

-Ji i ■ ... 


iiteesssfftoisnfeigedki^he aaxipiw; canaj^ejttiAipn tbft Mhp)*, 

- ' ■. ^ •' '2 0 2 
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nify in China, and he might therefore wave aiiy forms of 'dsicuselfiir 'trespassing ' 
npbn their attention. 'To tl»e other foreigners, who had dope him the'hdhbur 
to attend the meeting, he had, in the first ‘place, to return his sincere and 
rcs[)ectfnl thanks for the countenance tliey had afforded his own countrymen in ' 
the firm and. judicious resistance which had been made to the menaced destruc- 
tion of Afr. Innes's house ; and he begged the whole meeting to assure them- 
selves that he regarded the outrage upon their feelings, by the attempted execu- ' 
tion of a criminal before their doors, with the same feelings of indigp;^ian by 
which they had licen excited. 

Seeking, , however, for the immediate source of this critical interruption of 
the usual course of events, he felt bound to say that he found it in the existeiide 
of an extensive traffic in opium, conducted in small boats upon the river. Thp ' 
present results of that traffic should he shortly sfated and considered ; the actual 
interruption of the legal trade ; the seizure and imminent jeopardy of innocent 
men ; the daily exposure of every native connected with the foreigners to 
siipilar disastrous consequences ; the life and jjropcrty of the w'hole foreign 
community at the mercy of an immense mob for the space of at least two 
hours ; the distressing degradation of the foreign character ; the painlul fact that 
such courses exposed us more and more to the just indignation of this Govern- 
ment and people, and diminished the sym])athi(‘s of oiir own : of its futurity it 
might be safely predicted that it would fall into the hands of the jcckless, the 
refuse, and probably the convicted, of all the countries in our neighbourhood. 
Attentively considering these and other points. Captain Elliot Jelt that it 
became him to explain the course which it was his ])iirpo.‘ic to pi^rsue. with the 
view to the re-establishment of a safer and inoix; crcditahlc condiR^>n of circum- 
stances. He sliuuld forthwith serve a notice upon the boats in the river, to tl»e 
effect, that if they were, llritish owned, and were cither actually or occasionally 
engaged in the tralfic, they must proceed outside within three days, and cease to 
return with any similuV pursuits; that failing their conformity with these 
injunctions, he should place hiinsolf in eoninmnication with the Provincial 
Government, and frankly and fully express the views of his own upon the neces- 
sary, and poifcctly admissible treatment of so serious an evil, lie could not, 
however, help indulging tJie hope that the general reprobation of the whole com- 
imii’.ity w'ould have the cft'ect of relieving him from the jjerformance of a duty 
on many accounts cxtrcindy painful to Jiim. And Captain Elliot concludcil by 
anxiously conjuring the community to lend him their hearty support auu co-opc- 
► ration on the present occasion. To the other foreigners present, be .would use 
the freedom ty observe, that he w'as the only agent in this country whose 
pursuits were unmixcdly public ; and so long as he was advocating the prin- 
ciples of truth and justice in our relations with this Government and jjeople, he 
might take the liberty to say that he W'as, in some sense, the representative of 
Iheir honoured countries as well as of his own. . < . 

(Sighed) EDWARD ELMSLIE, 

Secretary a7id Treasurer. 


fnclo.sure 8 in No. 137* 

Public Notice to Her Majesty's Subjects. 

. ■ r f 

• I, CHARLES ELUOT, Chief Superintendent of the Trade of Ufitish 
Subjects in China, moved by urgent considerations immediately affecting the 
'oafety of tljc liv.es and projjerties of all ^ller Majesty’s subjects., engaged , in tffe 
trade at Canton, do hereby formally give ^notice ajid require, thjat all British 
owned schooners, cutters, and otherwise rigged .small craft, either habitually or 
occasionally engaged in the illicit opium traffic within the Bo'cea Tigris, should 
proceed- fprtfcjbjf. the same within the space of three days ffom the' date of tlie^ 

, •pre'sents, ■ahidl.ijfi^j.return, within) the sai.d; Bocca Tigris, teing engaiged: in th6 'said 
illicit opium traffic. ■ 

‘ And I V the said Chief do tvpf\ce tod 

Majesty’s subjects engaged in thq afqfesaid^ilUpit^l^um traffic, within the 
Bocca Tigris, in such' schooners, cutters, or otheiiwi^ lilted' small c^aft','^liat'1f 
any native of the Chinese Empire phall come by his pr her death. By ^hy ;iv6i^d 
feloniondy inffiPted by .ajay.BnthBh' or .subjectsV any apdfi Bri,tisfi7koi^^& 

or subjects, being dffly convicted thereof, afe liable to capital if 
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th<^ crime had. been commilted within the jurisdiction of Her Majesty’s Courts 
afc, Westminster. r i 

• , And I, the said Chief feupei in tendent, do further give notice and warii 
British subjects, being owners of such schooners, cuttersj orothorwisc rigged stnali*' ' 
craft engaged in the said illicit opium traffic witliin the Bdcca Tigris, that Her 
Majesty’s Clttyernment will in no way interpose if the Chinese Gdvernnient shall 
think fit to seize and confiscate the same. 

ji^'nd I, the said Chief Superintendent, do further give notice and warn all 
British stJbjects employed in the said schooners, cutlers, and othenvise rigged 
small craft engaged in the illicit traffic in opium witliin the Bncca Tigris, that 
the forcible resisting oif the dllicers of the (i^hinesc Government in the duty of 
searching and seizing, is a lawless act, and that they are liable to consequences 
and- penalties in the same manner as if the afoi'esaid forcible resistance were 
opposed to the officers of their own, or any other Government, in their own, or. 
in any foreign country. 

Given under my hand and seal of officb, at Canton; this eighteenth day of 
December, in the year of our- i.urd one tliousand eight hundred and thirty, 
eighl. 

(L.S.) (Signed) CMAIILI^S KLLTOT, 

CkirJ' Supermtenflnil ofiha TrueJe of British, 
Subjects in China. 


liujosure fi in N^o. 137. 

Coplctln FJViot to the Governor of Canton. 


Canton, Dccetuber 183S. 


THE Undersigned, <S;c., &c., deliberating on tlio.se serious risks to which 
(he lives and propcrlics of many innocent men, both natives and foreigners, arc 
exposed, <!onsidci*s that it is his duty resjiectlully and plainly to lay his thoughts 
before your Excellency. 

Seeking for the immediate source of tliis dangerous state of things, he 
finds it in the existence of an extensive opiu.ni traffic, conducted in sjuall craft, 
within the river. 

From one condition of undisturbed lawlessness to another, and .still more 
hazardous, the course is sure add rapid. 

Illegalities will he commilted, and more frcque.ntly the difficulty of distiur 
guishing between the right and wrong, will daily become more difficult ; violent 
affrays will be of constant recurrence ; life, and prohabiy the life of innocent 
men, will be sacrificed ; some general catastrophe will ensue ; and there will be 
employment, profit, and impunity for none but the reckless and the culpable. 

' The Government of' the £|i’itiSii nation will regard these evil practices With 
no feelings of leniency, but, on the contrary, with severity and continual 
anxiety; in proof of this, the Undersigned has now to acquaint your Excellency 
that he has already, on the lStb day of this month, formally retiuired all boats 
(owned by British subjects), engaged in this traffic, to leave the river within 
three days. 

He cannot faithfully declare that these injunctions have been fulfilled ; and 
he lias therefore now to request that your Excellency will signify your pleasure, 
through the honourable officers, the Kwang Chow Foo and Kwang lice, so that 
adl those concerned in these pursuits may know that he has received your 
.Excellency’s authority for this notice. ■ ^ 

The Undersigned is without doubt, that the continuance of this traffic in f 
the inner, waters will involve the whgle foi-eign- community at (Wnton in some 
,4Mastrous difficulty; and his gracious Sovereign would not interpose for the 
■ protection .of their property, on the behalf of those BritisH subjects who 
. tihue .fo, practise' ‘these dangerous disorders, after your Excelfency’s publi< 2 'f;| 
warning shall he authetvUcally made - known to theiu- througU.,the officers. olvV 


Iheir.qwn^ nation... . , : , ' • ; v 

It is'* further to hd . desired; that your 'BiMjelieney would command the. 


.^lon^urahtc officers who lie employed on this occasion . to proceed j to . th^j 
Btatioalpt. the boats With the 'PudersigiM-. in otrdep' that and.;)*: 

‘ ‘ ' 'ishotfed ih.a^ hbX hdS ft vbllfedid' In ■ tire . ^a**^^*^*^*^**"^*^ 



cations should be forwarded through the honourable oflftCiers from any vain or 
idle pretensions bn his own part, but only that he may be able to inipress oh 
his own countrymen, in cases of emergency, that he is acting at your Excel- 
lency’s requisition, lliat hU representations may he more efi'eclual, and that his 
own Governineut may see he has had]>roper authority, as well as urgent occasion, 
for his proceedings. 

Neither does the.pndersigned desire to trouble your Excellency upon 
trifling aflairs. So soon as the intercourse is renewed, all such matters^can be 
conducted between the official Hong merchants and himself, agreeablV to your 
Excellency’s further arrangements. 

Inlluenced by motives of solicitude for the character of his country, and 
the general protection of the interests of a good trade, the Undersigned feels it* 
right to submit his own views to your Excellency of this moment ; and he Has, 
tUcrefbre, used the character "Pin" in this address; but he requests your 
Excellency to signify, througli the honourable officers, that it is a mode of 
address used by native officers, even of the second rank, so that it nnxy be seen 
by the Government of his own country that he has acted upon admissible 
principles. 

He can assure your Excellency that there is no disposition to press incon- 
venient changes on the Government of the Empire, hut only sucli modifications 
as are need lul for the conduct of authentic intercourse, so that peace and 
hoiioiirabic trade may always subsist. 

'J'he Undersigned, in conclusion, respectfully, but very earnestly, entreats 
you Excellency to pardon the two Coolies who were lately appirehended in the 
act of landing opium belonging to Mr. Junes. Clear as it is from the declara- 
tion of that gentleman, that these poor men were ignorant of the contents of 
the boxes, their present unhappy condition is a distressing reflection. 

Your Excellency’s clemency on this occasion w'ould be grateful to the 
CJovernuievit of the British nation, and to the whole foreign community 
in China. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this occasion to renew to your l*lxcel- 
lency the sentiments of his highest consideration. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELI JOT, 
Chief SSuperintendent. 


luclosure 10 in No. 137. 

The Prefect and Commandant of Canton, jointly, to Captain Elliot. 

CHOC, the I'refect of Kwang-CboW'1'’oo, and Han, Commandant of the 
same department, jointly issue command^, to the English Superintendent, 
Elliot. 

On the 2oth of pccenibery 1838* they received from the (ioveroor of 
Kwanglung and Kwangse, Tang, the following official, document 

“I received,, on the 23rd of Hecember; the subjoined address, from the 
English Superintendent Elliot. 

\The address of December 23 (fnclosure 9) is here inserted.] 

“ Upon receipt hereof, the document being authenticated, 1 have given it 
due consideration, , . , - , ; 

“1 he said Superintendent came, I find, to Canton, in obedience to com^ 
mauds received from his Sovei'eigi), to exercise controul over the merchants and 
seamen ; to, rejxrciss the depraved, and to extirpate evils. Having such 
coinmauds given to him, he must needs also have povviji's. . It is very inexplicable, 
then, that these boats having, in violation of the laws, entered the river, he < 
should now find ii difficult to send them obt again, owing to his not-having thc' 

confidence ip ^1,. , 

‘‘Hut that be .has .DOW addressed me as above, and that in his; 

address he !H$jS*|il§in]y ,statnd^„tbat the .Government oLlhe'.Uritish nation will 
rejgard these evil pracUces with, no feelings of leniency, but; on the contrary, 
j:\vithseveiity and continual anxiety:- seeing this, it ini't^ear that he. yet has a* 
^ distinct understanding of his.fJnty as a represser o/ thei«vH'and protector^of the 
* ^ Nor has he sought tp^excuse tho difficulty he.has met with 
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inability.. It is not, then, befitting in me to adhere obstinately to the letter of 
the law, and so isolate him from the object for wliicli he has come hither. ‘ 

. “The request is therefore grajitcd; and the Prefect and Commandant of 
Kwang Chow, shall be directed, in the adoption of modified measures suited to* 
the occasion, to give you sealed twrninands. so that you may have authority tor 
j)roceeding in obedience thereto. But hereafter, in any afiairs wherein .you are 
concerned, commands shall continue to be received through the medium’ of the 
Senior Tlong merchants. The present measure must not be drawn forward as a 
precedtntf* 

“The Superintendent aforesaid must faithfully order away every one of. 
the said boats, and must never permit them to return. Should any dare 
perversely to disobey or make sport of his commands, he is authorized instantly 
to Represent the case, that jmoceedings may be thereon taken. 

t‘I, the (lovernor, having under my sway the whole land of Yiie, and 
having on occasions to make most vigorous exercise of power, it may well be 
conceived that these boats trouble me not one iota. 

“ As soon as these boats shall have sailed, the merchant ships may at once 
have their trade re-opened as usual. There has been no iulention to cause any 
protracted stoppage of it : and there is therefore no ground for anxiety on 
that point. 

“ With reference to documents pre.sented by foreign countries to officers 
of the Celestial Kmpire, on any affairs, all others are retjuired to use the term 
Pin. This is one of the fixed statutes regarding intercourse between the 
central and foreign nations, ami a rule, therefore, which it is in an especial, 
degree impossible to overleap. The Superintendent aforesaid not being a blind 
and unenliglitencd man, how can he plead ignorance of this? Besides, the 
Sovei eig«» of his nation has ever been reverentially comi)liaut. And if you, a 
subject and servant of that Sovereign, show that you indeed estimate the 
sentiments felt, and carefully and diligently fulfil your dutieS conformably to 
them, you will receive a high meed o( praise. How can your wcU-doing be 
found fault with as being wrong? On this point also the said Superintendtmt 
need give himself no anxiety, 

“ As to the tw») offenders, J..ew Aying, and his fellow, they are natives of 
the land, and it having been clearly proved and recorded that they, in com- 
pliance with Innes’s desire, took a letter and received opium, they have been 
sent for final trial to the Commissioner of .Justice. The care and intelligence 
exercised by the Celestial Empire, in the infiiction of punishments, insure a 
correct judgment in regard to their offence, so that they may neither suffer 
oppression nor obtain impunity. It is not necessary, tlicrefore, to beg any 
favour for them. 

“ Besides requiring the senior Hong merchants, Howqua, &c., to proceed 
in the first place, to enjoin on the said Superintendent these commands, that he 
may know them, I also issue thesii instructions to the Prefect of the Depart- 
ment, that he may forthwith proceed, in concert with the Commandant of the 
same Department, to give sealed commands, directing the said Superintendent 
Elliot to act in obedience . thereto. He must direct that the foreign boats of all 

nations, every one of them, leave the river within three day's, and he must not -, 
allow them to linger thereafter for a single instant. Should any offer resi.stance,". 
he must, on the one hand, expel them with severity, and, on the other hand, 
make representation, that measures may be taken in consequence. I^el him also, 
be directed, for the future, to give pressirg attention to the duty of restraining 
the foreigners of, every nation, and of preventing boats and ships from bringing 
opium; or other prohibited commodities, into the river. The small boaits lor 
the conveyance of letters, when entering and going out, tnu.st alsd conform to 
tlic.establUhed rules, ; by stopping to be examined at the Custom-Tlouse stations 
which they pass. He must not'snifer them to re.sist this regulation, lest they ^ 
be expelled altogether. Be earnest arid speedy ! earnest and epeedy !’’ , ') 

The Prefect and Commandant, having received this document; proceed to : 
give commands, which, when the eaid Superintendent Elliot receives, he must . 
iWthwithrr conform to. He must direct that the' foreign boats. of all nations," 
every' one of. .them, leave the river within three days ; and he must not allow , 
tlietn to linger, th^eafte^-^fes^■a single instant. ' Should ' any ufier resistance, he 
must. on the one hand; expel tbem' with severity; and' on the other haf^d, make 
re|!reseidatj9n,l>^i'me^re8 may^hh tak^ inoonseqrienoei' ihust «dso,''fof 



the future, ^ve pressing attention to duty pf restrsuniue ^ 
even'- /nation, and df pre\’t.nting boatit^Md ships 

prehibited, commodities, intd the riven '^T,he smali boats foV 'the,^opveYj%i^C|P*,dt 
letters^- wiien entering and ^ping -oUt, toiiist alsp popiform'to Ap e^tetifeTtcvi 
rules,, by stopping to be; ommined at the Custom-house, stations, which %€)£ 
pass. None must resisjt this i'cgulation, . lest they he .expelled .,ahi,d^ihcr. 
Qpi>o6e not these .hiy commands. '' ' ’■ ’ 

Taoukwang, 18th ycarj 1 1 th month, l Oth day (2dth Dccemher, i838.,) .'1 
•''' . \ (L.S.) 6f the kwang-Chow-Fpi),. 

' ' (L.S.) of the kwang-Cho,w-iHjee,c 

True Translation: 

• ■ (Signed) ^ J. Root. Monaisok, 

Chinese Secretary and hterpreter. 

I ' liiolosure 11 in No. 1^7. 

- Captain Elliot to the Governor of Canton. 

" • • '• Canton, heceniher iiSr, IS'iS. 

. . ■ ’ ' ‘ ' ‘-''S' 

ELTJOT, the English .Superintendent, baa the honour to address Tfis 
Excellency the Governor,, &c., and to offer his thanks for the oommunication of 
the 26th instant through tlic honourable officers, the Too and H»'e; 

By these means Ije will be enabled to obtain the confidej\ce of all in his 
authbrity for acting: to put into eflect your Excellency’s great and wise desire* • 
to remove the evil and quiet the well-di.sposcd;. and to bring t<i an end all those 
irregularities (so far as his own countrjnnen are concerned) wliich have 
disturbed the tranquil state of trade and the conduct of affairs, xi 

It remains for him, hpvveycr, to .drqw two pr .three points under your 
Excellency’s further cqnsidcration. 

The grounds whereon the Undersigned has ventured to use tlie word “ Pin ” 
on his addresses are these alone : — that by the rules of tlie f;elcstial Enipirc, ail 
subordinate officers niake 'Use ' of the worcr in" their addresses to superior 
officers, and that it is reasonable, that he should conform to such usage. 

With reference to your ExeellehCy’s’difectibiV’ thkt hereafter, in any affairs 
wherein he is concerned, cpnmands .shall ppntinue tp, be rgeeived through the 
medium of the senior HbnknierihaiVtsfil A^bttl^'heMiis'duVy lit once to conform 
to this, were he not apprcliensive that there may he affairs of importanep,.. op..' j. 
which he mntBt 'Cbntintfp' to request instructions in reply to his addresses!, 
through lilif' sPiedivnn ofrihe honourable, ofticecs. * The Ufldersjghc’dt>-kfbkfti,^ hot 
merely to the passing moment,; but, anximisly seeking to* set inattcrs oiv'a (.table d- 
and permanent footing,, feels itfof ;this'reasr*n''neocssaty Wii renew this request, 
in regard to niattcrs pf importance, seeing rihat such a motle of communication 
must be, essenUalj to, his, being placed in. a {KisUion to act. 

I’o this end he has again troubled vour Excellency, &c. 

(Sigmjd^- CHARLES ELLIOT. 


Inclosure 12 in No. 137. 

•, V-/:-. V.-.; -w:?- 

The Governor of Canton to Captain Elliot, ' 

• ' ' ■ • 'I' / 

TAKG. Covcriibr'of Kwangtmig and Kwaugse, &c., ,&c.,,cp,rom.ai>d9. the 
liong merchants, Howqua, Mowqiia, and Pa'hkbqua.'tp make themselV® 
acquainted' tvith the contents hereof. ‘ ; • •... i -'V 

On the - 28th ;_of l^kccmher, 1838, tlm Engilsh Sappnntendeutj'^lioti lm(i,!i> 
before me tte wffijoined address. ' • ' ' .* ' ' ; 


, [Ufo address of December 28 {Inclosure TI)'m lie^e 
'J'his:8d^p8S appearing before me, and being aulhphtibateit,' ! have 'giviBU 4 t>*^' 
e considcmlidS':" ' -V .-“f 


me 






337 


in r^iui^ng theii: depurture, and had solicited commands through the' 
Prefwt and Cdntmahdant, in, orde; that he might have authority for his pro** ' 
ceeding's. I, the Governor^ seeing that his request was dictated by a desire to* 
remove the bad and protect the well-disposed, did therefore, break, througli the 
rules, and assbht to what he solicited. , . V • 

With reference to the matter of his present address, as above stated, when 
hereafter there shall be any really important matter, wherein it may be requisite 
for the' ^d Superintendent to act in concert, it will of course be fitting to 
make an arrangement requiring the Prefect and Commandant aforesaid to give • 
him directions. For such matters as arc of an ordinary nature, the old regu- 
lations still subsist, and, in conformity with them, commands must still be 
received through the medium of the senior^ Hong merchants. The Super- 
intendent aforesaid must not indeed, in opposition to these regulations, make 
any idle requests. I, the Governor; being intrusted with the scales of Govern- 
ment, can by no means make the established ordinances of the Celestial Fmpire ’ 
adapt themselves to the reejuests of men. 

With reference to the boats aforesaid, which have so trifled with the laws 
as still to protract their stay, the Superintendent has not, in his address, stated 
what measures he has, in accordance with my commands, adopted for their 
expulsion, or whether they have yet sailed or not. 

I proceed to issue these commands to the senior Hong merchants aforesaid, 
requiring them immediately to make faithiul inquiry on this point, and to report 
the result, that I may •determine, accordingly. At the same time, let them 
enjoin my commjjinds on the said Superintendent, for his information. Oppose 
not these my commands. 

Taoukwang, 1 8th year, 11th month, 1.3th day (29th December, 1838.) 

True Translation. 

(Signed) J. Robt. Morrison, 

Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 


Inulosure 13 in No. 137. 

Official Notice to Her Majesty’s Subjects. 

Circular. Canton, January I, 1839. 

THE Chief Superintendent has to announce, that the senior Hong mer- 
chant has reported the commands of the Government to re-open the trade. 

By order of the Chief Superintendent, 

/ (Signed) • EDWARD KLMSLIE, 

' Secretary and Treasurer to the Superintendents. 


Tricldsure 14 in No. 137. 

Official Notice to Her Majesty's Subjects. . 

Canton, December 31, 1838. 

^ HlE Provinciar.GpvernmQnt . Imving consented to communicate direct 
with the Chief Superintendent bn all important business, under the seals of the 
Kwang-Chow-Foo and iCwang .Hec, bq has.the honour, to announce to Her 
Majesty’s subjects, tliat the public intercourse is renewed. *And;;<a.s there 
appears to ha;ve been some misunderstanding with respect to the manner in 
which his owii addressfcs reach the governor, -he haa to observe, that' it had 
already been' fbiifnaliy conceded that his seals should;, always be broken by ' his 
'J^cellency himself., , . , a ‘v. 

‘ The jiaper nicked, of that; part pf the Chief Supeiititen- 

denFs'late cbriesjfohdencb.^tm the Governor, relating to the traffic in opium 
conducted in small boats within the nver. No,. 2 . is Ms. £3^1|ency’fr .t^ply to 
those. observations.’ "i'. 

■ ■■ 2 X " ■ ^ 
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■fler Majesty’s subjects will perceive, that the motive reasons whidi 
had led the Chief Superintendent so urgently to enjoin tlie immediate cessation 
of this state of things, are identical with t\iose which form the ground of* bis 
address to tlie Governor. 

After the most deliberate reconsideration of this course of traffic (which 
he heartily hopes has' ceased for ever) the Chief Superintendent will once more 
•declare his own opinion, that in its general effects, it w’as intensely mischievous 
to every branch of the trade ; that it was rapidly staining tlie British ciiaracter 
with deep disgrace ; and, finally, that it exposed the vast public and private 
interests involved in tlie peaceful maintenance of our regular commercial 
intercourse with this empire, to imminent jeopardy. 

Thus profoundly inipressed (and after the failure of his own public entrea- 
ties and injunctions), the Chief Superintendent feels that he would have 
betrayed his duly to his gracious Sovereign and his country, if he had hesitated 
beyond the period he had formally fixed, effectually to separate Her Majesty’s 
Government from any direct or implied countenance of this dangerous irregu- 
larity. Looking steadily at its etfects on British interests and British character, 
he had turther resolved to shrink from no responsibility in drawing it to a 
conclusion; and he will as firmly n.se all lawful means in his power to prevent 
its recurrence. It is a source ot great support to him, that the general body of 
the whole community, settled at Canton, strongly concur with him in the depre- 
caliou of this peculiar mischief; an<l ho has not failed to afford Hef Majesty’s 
Government the sali.sfaction of knowing Ibaksuch is the case. 

He takes tins occasion to republish that ])art of the Act oV Parliament and 
the Orders in (’ouncil, u])on which his instructions are fouudcv!. And whilst he 
would rcspectfull}'^ observe, tliat it is out of his power to jHiblish his instructions, 
it is at the same time his duty to promulgate (as he has always done, and 
always will) whatever it may concern the interests of Her Majesty’s subjects 
should be generally known. 

In declaring, therefore, that Her Majesty’s Government will give no 
countenance whsitevcr to proceedings of the kind which he has now been 
noticing, he requests it may be plainly understood, that he is conveying the 
unequivocal sentiments of his instructions. Events, over which he had no 
coiitroul, have cast on this occasion a difficult task on the Chief Superintendent; 
and devoting the most attentive consideration in his power to its suitable 
performance, he can only aver that he has meant to do no more than bis duty, 
but certainly no less. 

In the execution of such an office as his own, however, when decisions 
must almost always be taken in moments of crisis, surrounded by embarrassing 
circumstances, the possibility that illegalities may be committed (with the 
sincerest intentions to avoid them) is not to be denied. It is only just, tliere- 
fore, to remind Her Majesty’s subjects^ that the 9th Clause of the Act of 
Parliament has provided the manner of pursuing their legal remedy. His 
official responsibility can always be fixed upon him by representation to the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, to whom it is the Chief Superintendent’s 
duty to transmit all complaints or appeals against Iiimsclf. 

By order of the Chief Superintendent of the Trade of British Subjects in 
China. 


(Signed) EDWARD ELMSLIE, 

Secretary and Treasurer to the Superintendents, 
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No. 138. 

Captain Elliot to Viscoimi Palmerston.— (^Received May 13, 1839.) 


My Lord, Canton, January 2, 1839. 

* ON tliR occasion of transmitting these despatches 1 venture to address your 
Lordship a few words in a private shape. I would, ivith great deference, take 
the liberty to observe, that when 1 assumed this office recent Impcriul commands 
weic in existence Especially pointed at the llritish nation) to the effect that no 
foreign officers should reside in this Empire. That chief obstacle has been 
removed ; and if what has since been accomplished seems for the present to carry 
no consideniblc change in point of form, it nevertheless involves a principle of 
groat and comprehensive importance, namely, a permanent and direct official in- 
tercourse between the two countries. 1 shall offer no further excuse for the 
moderate manner in which 1 have been content in the present emergency to 
accept this concession, because I am sure, your Lordship will make every allow- 
ance for the di/Iiculty of peacefully extracting any formal relaxation from this 
watchful gover^jment ; above all, relaxation upon tbc subject of constant official 
relations with foreign Powers, which it has hitherto been the especial spirit of 
Chinese policy to avoid. 

These observations, my Lord, may perhaps serve to excuse the respectful 
request I have now the honour to prefer. I humbly hope that Her Majesty’s 
Government (taking into its consideration the novel, responsible, and undefined 
station I fill, and casting a thought upon the many embarrassing circumstances 
wliicb have beset me) would be pleased to deteru)ine whether I luivc a claim to 
suc.h an expression of support, as 1 may be permitted to publish to the Queen’s 
subjects in this empire. 

There is certainly a spirit in active force amongst liritish subjects in this 
country, which makes it necessary, for the s'afety of moiiuntous concernments, 
that the officer on the spot should be known to stand without blame in the 
estimation of Her Majesty’s Government ;,:u.id it is not less ncodi'ul that he should 
be forthwith vested with defined and adequate powers for the reasotiableucontroul 
of men whose rash conduct cannot be left to the operation of Chiiuse laws, 
without the utmost inconvenience and risk, and whose impunity i.s alike injurious 
to British character an<l dangerous to British interests. 

It is my deliberate eotiviction, jhat the security of the China trade, and the 
maintenance of cur peaceful intercourse with this empire, depend upon the early 
attention of Her Majesty’s Government to this subject; and I take this occasion 
to repeat, that the assent of the Chinese Government to instilutions of thi* kind 
is bejond all doubt; indeed, your Lordship will perceive froui the Govcnior's 
answer to ray note of the 23rd ultimo, that he supposes they either actually are 
in existence, or, at all events, that they ought to he. 

It u)ay be thought that it would bo easy to place this point beyond di.spute, 
by addressing his Excellency specially upon the subject ; but 1 take the liberty to 
observe, that in the absence of the uc«;essary machitiery, that course would be 
injudicious, for the Governor would immediately suspect that somethi.ig more 
was intended than the sucre pennissiou to exercise functions whic^i it will be 
difficult enough to make him undci'stand need the sunctiuii of *uny other 
Government than our own. • 

Your Lordship may be .assured thht the theory is, even when they demand 
a man in the case of a homicide, that wc have ali'eady tried and convicted him 
according to the forms of our own laws. I hope it will not be thought intrusive 
if 1 mention that 1 have recently had a conversation with llbwqua upon this 
point, on which occasion I explained as carefully as I couhi, your Lordship’s 
reasoning in the debate in the House of Commons oh the China Courts Bill, 
He concurred in every werd th^t was said, and particularly in the inexpediency 

. ,2X2 . 
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• of di-ftVliig under tlic atteniioniof thiaQoveriiimmt, Itilltolirtblngs 

■Were ready; to /gti into operation^; it 'wa$''a ■^source of 'the^ 'greateiit -ftniprise 
' to Into that' 'the Bill had bdba mainly/ a^e8te(f 'it).<'ka > progress .by. Sir-.iGeoti'ge 
^tautitoi/s ■'Objections ; and I fouttd'; it :hi£>pelesa<<ta;. m^e ,-him .^admit that . he 
undhrstobd. the objects of Sir iieorge^s' an^ndment. ‘He ’ refejred afe .with 
' eariiestnetis to -the requests* which- had^beeu* made:. before tlie Company’s mono- 
iy was abolished, tb make provision for the government of Her Majesty’s sulijects ; 
and he desired to know wjbat more > was wanted, and how it was posiijble to 
■pi^eservo the peace, if all tne English peojde: who, came; to thiaicpufitry. were 
•to be left with(Jdt’'controtd? • lie further entreatcfd me to remind “my. nation’s 
•great ministersi” that this (5overntnent never interposed, except , in cases, of 
-'extreme urgency,' upon the principle that they were ignorant of our Imvs .and 
customs, and that it was unjust to subject us to nilo made for people of totally 
didoi'ont habits, and brought up. under a totally difForent discipline., I must 
confess, my Ijord, that this reasoning- ap|)enrs to me to be. marked .by wisdom 
and: great niodcraiion, ‘and at all events,' convinced as I am that the. necessity of 
Contrbul, either by British or Chinese law, is urgent, I would most res|>ectfully 
'■submit these views to the attentive consideration of Her AJajesty’s Government. 
■'My own anxiety on this subject will be more explicable, when I inform your 
Lordship, that till I am diffbrentiv instructed, I should hold it to be my duty to 
tesist to the last, the seizure niul punishment of a British subject by the Chinese 
' lavv, be his crime" what it might ; and crimes of the gravest character have lately 
been of every day probability. 

In fact, in y Lord, if Her Majesty’s odiecr is to be of amy use for the 
purposes of just protection, if the well-founded hope of ii'/)roving things 
honourable and established is not to be sacrificed to- the chances which may cast 
up by goading this Government into some sudden and violent assertion of its 
- own authority, there is certainly no time to be lost in providing for the defined 
•and reasonable controul ol' Her Majesty’s subjects in China. 

I could not have concealed these opinions without betraying my duty to 
Her Majesty’s Government and the British public. 

1 have, &c., > 

» : (Signed) Cl I MILES ELLIOT. 


No. 130. 

Caplaih Elliot to, Viscount Palmerslon.—\fiec0ived May 13, 1839.) 

My Lord, . , Macao, Jaimdry ti, 1839. 

Wrri l reference to my Despatch of December 2 of last year, cover- 
ing a* Memorial from certain British creditors on the Hong merchants (a 
subject to which 1 have been prevented from returning at an earlier loomcnt 
by other pressing business), I now take the liberty to submit, a few 
remarks for your Lordship’s consideration. 

It will disquiet Her Majesty's Government and the British commercial 
community connected with this country,' to learn that the new assessments 
for the adjustment of these claims, will burden >^lie foreign commerce, with 
additional charges, probably not at all understated at a million- 
per annum., As yet, however, the whole extent of taxation on this vast 
•trade is cpmparatively considered moderate: but this practice of leaving 
the recurring claims of foreign creditors to Ik; ?net by reiterated and dis- 
proportionate duties (rated solely by the native ’debtors) bn all the princi- 
pal articles' of tire legal trade, both outwards, and - in^ certainly .demands 
the serio'US“attentioi) of Her Majesty’s Government. 

An opeil ^&le upon our side with sucli an association as the Co-Hong 
on the ot1^l^,gasust always be* a veiry unfortunate state of thiugr tO: . our- 
selves. But at all events, even so long as that it^chief subsists, 1 believe 
that the interests of this .trade would be proteqt^^^y the . concession of 
, what it is only a deli^ioh, to call, the- guarantee b|^|^6overament-fpi^,!tl;M^ 



<"?>payment*of the its practical application, that .foriii of 

^^^ordsfis notbing^else t^auia device for saddling the foreign comuierce with 
'fall the :Keavycoi^(^uetic^ of .most imprudent trading on both sides, with 
•all the losses occasioiied by dricapacity or eittravagaiic^^upon the pai't' of 
<’'the Hongmcrchaiats^andifi maybe pardoned fov/using the significant 
jargon obfbe place, with all the .H;squec/,es ' which the local liovtvutncnt 
can npoit'iahy pretext fasten upon the CVllong. The Ctmsoo fund in fact 
is 'Jt;he fountain from which.! the vJuultifarious channels of;; drain on the 
■ forcigb* tradte arc directly; supplieri. And yet with the lateossistahce there 
calf bc.no doubt that it will leave a handsome annual suir()lus to bo divided 
amongst the Hong mereluints after, every foreign elaim, cyery ))ayinent to 
t^ie Government, just or unjust, and. every expense of their resj>eetive 
' fading establishments, arc fully met; ,<! ' , r - , 

The- mode of remedy which has suggested itself to me, is a. diitcet 
applicaiiou to the Court on tho part of Ficr Majesty's Guverument. I 
would submit that the altered state of circumstances on our side should 
be' plainly explained, and that a request should be, made for. the very con- 
siderable extension of; the number of persons licensed to trade with. us; 
Her Majesty’s Government upon its part 'Consenting to giye .up all dhoect 

• claim upon the Chinese G-overnment for the future payment of foreign 
debts oh a 'single condition, namely, that .special orders sliould bc. issu^ 
by the- Kmperor to the Authorities at Canton to apprehend and punish 
any native debtors who attempted t«) defraud (heir foreign creditors. . 

A change of this nature- would immediately indiu’c a cautions ad- 
herence to safe i)rinciplcs of trade on both side.s; and Jiencc that confi- 
dence arising from attentive observation of each other’.s menus ahd pru- 
tlcncc, which has been found to be the best support of commercial stability 
in all parts of the world. It may be possible indeed.that some few cases of 
successful fraud might’ happen, but I perceiye no reason to believe that 
they would be more easy or fr^uent on the sitle of the Chinese, than our 
own. 

Indeed, the more natural and healthy consequence would be to adjust 
' the trade bn either side into those.convenicnt proportions, limited by men’s 
interested, and therefore acute judgment, of the extent to which it would 
be prudent or profitable to do business with each other. 

The establishment of some simple but etHcacious civil jurisdiction 
would no doubt be a neccsssary uccom[)animcnt of this change of system, 
and your Lordship may, I think, rely that the Chinese would readily 
refer all contested points with Her Majesty’s subjects to this tribunal, 
eithe^r ..phacjiig the (jisputed sum in deposit, or at least giving security that 
it should be paid, if the aiicision were adverse to them. 

1 offer these opinions, because 1 am sure the Chinese have great 
' confidence in the ^bd faith of the Europeans, and because too 1 believe 

■ "they a're, in- many important' respects, the most modemtCjand reasonable 
. people On the* face of the earth. . Seeking nothing but justice (and no 

people are more caf>g,blc of clear fjerceptions upon the reality of what 
they receive under that name), 1 iim jwrsiiaded that they will’ have the 
gjood sense, for the sake of mutual. con venionce, to take it at our hands; 
regarding, ihdecd, the form under which it is administered to them, with 
feelings of perfect indifiisirenco. ' ... 

... 1 would, in conchi^oii, beg your Lordship to remark that these views 

• upon' the extreme mischief of the iictual mode of settliug foreign claims 
are neither novel, nor peculiar to myself. In the year 1779^ when Captain 

' Pantbn, of the, Sea Horse, came to China by the order of^Sir Edward’ 

■ Vernon, for the recofveKy,>,of debts due to certain British crctlitors, I find 
the', suprabargoes clearly' preditting the institution of this (’onsoo tax, 

‘ and all the evil coiisequences, ' both immediate and* prospective, which 
must ensue. . h.-cl , ■ o . • . 

’ . By such a mode/’ say they,*** an.d we, think by such, a mode only, 
an annual sum may be funded to discharge so much of.; thft»prc5ent.debt 
as the. Mandarins s^ll decree to be just.” . ■ , 

When 'Gapt^ *|l?antQn declined to correspond with them on the 
' subject* they 'against Sir. Ed ward .Vernon and. himself for all 
lossesj kc. &c.< which his proceedings might occasion ; hnd the result of his* 
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interference verified tbeir worst apprehensions, for in the next year the 
Consoo system was established to the great and lasting injury of this 
tnule. • - 

Tiiroughoii,%-?he subsequent course of the Company’s monopoly, their 
servants here on the several occasions of embarrassment amongst the 
Hong merchants, put forward the same just arguments, and fter, Majesty’s 
Government will readily admit, that if the system were dangerous to the 
intorestH of the East India Company, it must 1x5 intensely more SQ to 
those of the general and open trade. 

• The Agents Upon the s|K)t will alw'ays and naturally be anxious to have 
their iinmcdiato difhculties solved ; .and the future consequences on our 
permanent commercial interests in this empire are little likely to bear 
down that consideration. 

1 shall transmit your Txirdship an authentic statement of the new 
assessments as soon as it can be procured ; and in the mean time, 1 once 
more take the libcriy to recommend this subject to the earnest attention 
of Her Majc.sty's Government. 

1 have, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Snpermteadent. 


No. HO. 

Captain Elliot to Vittcount Palmerxton. — (Receiml May 18, 1839.) 

My Lord, Macao, January 21, 1839. 

. THE departure of the sliip WiUinni Jardinc from these roads, affords 
me a hurried oj)j)ortnnity to report the tran(|uil course of the trade since its 
re-opcuing on the 31.st ultimo. 

In the mean time, however, there has been no relaxation of the vigour of 
the Government, directed not only against the introduction of the oj)ium, but 
in a far more remarkable manner against tlie consumers. A conesponding 
degree of dcsi)crate adventure upon the part of the .smugglers, is only a neces- 
sary conseiiuence ; and in this situation of things, serious accidents, and 
sudden and indefinite interruptions to the regular trade, must always be 
probable events. 

I return to Canton in a day or two, from this place, where I had lately 
repaired I'or the purpose of making arrangements eoncemiug the crew of a 
shipwrecketl vessel. 

I avail myself of this occasion to acknowledge the reircipt of your Lord- 
ship’s despatches of the 2nd and ICtli of June, 1838. 

1 have, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 
Chief Superintendent, 


No. 141. 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston^ — {Received May 31, 1839.) 

. i 

' ’ ' . If ' , 

My Lord, , “ . ^ . Canton, January 30, 1639. 

IN the slnkter aspect of circumstances hfire; ‘Her Majesty’s 

Government will doubt desire to receive frequent irifi^BVatibii from Canton ; 
, and 1 avail myself of the opportunity of a fast ship, to jraKt the unintenrypted 
course of the regular trad^^tq. this date, Since its . announced iii iny 

’despatch of the 31st HecbiiihcT of last year ^ 



The stagflation of the ophini; traffic at all points* liowe%'er, may lie said to 
have been nearly complete for' the last four months. And it is now rny duty to 
•signify to your Lordship the ekpected arrival of a very high officer from the 
Court, to hold equal rank with the Governor, and specially charged, as 1 am 
this day informed by Howqua, with the general conduct of the ineasures lately 
deterniined upon at Peking, for the suppression of the opium trade.* 

It must also he stated, that the Emperor has recently been advised to 
a total interruption" of the foreign trade and intercourse, till the 
introduction' of ojiiuni shall be eflectually stopped ; and an edict of great 
moment, evidently founded upon that policy, has just been issued to the foreign 
merchants, but not to myself. It shall be transmitted to your Lordship as 
soon as Mr. Morrison has translated it; but it is probable the communication 
■will not he sent oflieially to me till the arrival of tlie High Gommissiotler from 
Peking, which may be expected in the course of a few weeks. 

I'licre seems, my Ix>rd, no longer any room to doubt that the Court has 
firmly determined to stijipress, or, more proI)ably, most extensively to check the 
opium trade. The immense, and it must he said, most unfortunate increase 
of the supply during the last four years, the rapi<l growth of the East coast 
trade, and the continued drain of the silver, have no doubt greatly alarmed the 
Government ; hut the manner of the rash course of traffic, within the river, 
lias probably contributed most of all to imprcs.s I lie urgent necessity of 
arresting the growing audacity of the foreign smugglers, and preventing their 
associating Ibomselves with the despe-rate and lawless of thdrown large edties. 

In the / xcited temper At this extraordinary Governmenl, it would he 
unsafe indeed, to speculate upon the particular ineasuivs tliey may pursue : hut, 
at least, I am sure that my own altercil j>osilion. and the course I took last 
month, witli respect to the forced trade witbin tlio river, will give much weight 
to my remoustraiices, in any moment of emergency. 

Replying to Howipia’s suggestions to-day, that such proceedings must he 
looked for, 1 said, I earnestly hoped not, because 1 was persuaded tliey would 
he regarded by my own Government to he unjust and lioslile in the very last 
degree. 1 added, that I should he careful to clear myself of all responsibility, 
by signifying these convictions lo'the Provincial Government, in rcsjieclful, but 
most plain terms, directly that it adopted courses so certain, in niy judgment, to 
tend to an interruption of the peace between the two countries. lie met this 
observation by saying, that I had experience enough of the (’hinesc Government 
to know that full time would be given before such extreme measures were 
adopted. 1 answered, that the lapse of no interval of time could justify 
aggression upon public and private interests embarked in this lawful trade, by 
reason of the acts of smugglers, in a high degree encouraged by the chief 
authorities of these provinces. 

Ho dwelt earnestly upon the manifold mischiefs of, the trade, and parti- 
cularly upon the alarming character of the late inside traffic, asking me wliat 
my Government would do under such circumstances? I said, that no such 
state of things could obtain in England, and he must give me leave to remark 
three thin.gs concerning that part of the subject: — 1st. that it no longer 
subsisted; 2nd. that it had been induced by the venality of the highest officers 
of this province ; 3rd. that it had been put tlowrr by tlie effect of my repre-: 
sentations and proceedings, as soon as ever I was in a condition to take steps 
concerning it. 

Whilst such a traffic existed, indeed, in the heart of our regular commerce, 
1 Had all along felt the C;!hinese Government had a just ground for harsh mea- 
sures towards the lawful trade, upon tho plea that there was no distinguishing 
between the right and the wrong. But I told Howqua, that *811001(1 never 
happen again so long as the Governor enabled me to perform my duty ; and it 
could not have happened at all, but for bis Excellency’s countenance, 

1 concluded by saying, that I had too much confidence in the justice and 
wisdom of bis Government, to apprehend such measures as he apjieared to do, 
and too much experience of the genius of my own, to doubt Uiat their adoption 
would be the sure precursor of a rupture. i . 

He anxiously en|jreated me to press, in my despatch r.s to my Government, 
on the great and i^whg ddnger of this traffic to the lawful trade and peaceful 
intercouTEe; and lie md to understand, that 6on|e strong official commnni-. 



cation on thevaiiiject must H!^,^]^iE^ifUs^loneir 

. The immediate, dej^^rjtt:^. of this ship -will be my excuse*lteiit^"it^^®nf8g^ 

dcspatdi|,.;; /V ,.;;7-cr''‘' ' -r,. o' 

. ... • Ihave, &c., ;. , 

(Signed) CHARLES BLLIQT, 

_ , Chief Superintendent. 


No; 142. ,. 

Viscount Palmerston to Captain Pilliot, . 


Sir, , For^n Office, .Tune Vi,'\83\). 

• YOUR despatches to the .‘list of December of last year, and to the 
30lh of January of this year, have been received and laid beforx^ Her Majesty’s 
Government. ■ ; •• . , 

With' referencie to such of these despatches as detail the circumstances 
which led to an interruption of the trade for a short period in December last, 
ami the steps which you took, in consecpicnce, with a vietv to till ce-opening 
of the Trade, and to the rc-establishment of your otiicial communications with 
the Chinese ablhoritics, 1 have to signify to you the entire approbation of Her 
Majesty’s Government of your conduct on those matters. But I have at the 
same lime to instruct you not to omit to avail yourself of any proper oppor- 
tunity, to press for the substitution of a less objectionable character than the 
character on the superscription of the communications which you may 

have occasion to address to the Viceroy. 

■ I am, &c., , 

(Signed) > PALMERSTON. 


No. 143 

a 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received June 26, 1839.) 


My Lord, Canfonr, February 8, 1839. 

THE inclosurc is the Proclamation to foreigners, adverted to in my 
despatch of January 30, 1 889. A direct address to the foreigners, by the Ireads of 
the Government, (instead of the Hong merchants, for communication to tl^em,) 
is certainly a remarkable and unusual, though not an unprecedented proceeding; 
and it furnishes, no doubt, strong evidence of the earnest feelings of the coprt 
upon the subject in hand. 

It should also be stated, that the Senior Hong merchants applied to one of 
the editors of the Canton prints, for several hundred printed copies of the transla- 
tion which appeared in his paper, and sent one of each', under their own covera, 
to the foreign firms, . They further declared; that they pursued this perfectly 
'new course at th6. Express command of the Governor. 

The period of the Chinese new year has now arrived, when the public 
offices are close4» there are general holidays for a week or. ten days. 

' But I have the^satisfaGtion to inform your Lordship, that a large portion of 
,i the trade of the season has already been completed the reopening of 

^business, reported in my de^atch of December 31, 1838 before the arrival 
of the IlighCommissionerIrom Peking, which, is riot looked for in less/tkan 
three weeks, I should hope that the rest will have been dispatched. 



345 


'ITie stagnation of the opium traihc still continues, and llie consequent 
locking up of the circulating medium is already producing great and general 
«mbarrassincnt. 

I have, &,c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 

Chif'f l^U2>crinti‘n()ent. 


Inclosure in Nt). I LL 

Proclamation of the Governor and Lieute^nant Governor of Canton to the 

Vorciijn Mcrcha n ts . 

TANG, Governor of Kwaugtung anclKwangse, &c.,and K, the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Kwangtung, conjointly issue these orders to the foreign 

merchants of tlie several nations, for their full information. 

It is well known that the Celestial (\nirt, during the period of two hundred 
years that it has granted to every nation the privilege of connnercial intercourse, 
has deejily imbued you with its rich henetits, yielding you excellent advantages 
and without limit. Nor is it possible you (‘an \ ourselves be ignorant, how 
much your life or death is heroin iiivolwd, seeing that the tea ami the rhiiharh 
of this inner land art? things absolutely ne(‘cssary to you outer foreigners. I.s it 
not then manifest, that to the^ Celestial Kmpirc* no need existed for a eoinmereial 
intereoinse V while, to your several nations, could one day’s (essalioji of .such 
intercourse be sustained ? Y(rt during tens of years jiast, you have inconside- 
rately regarded opium as the special means of gaining sure protits ; and have, 
without interruption, eontinueil to bring it hither, and to store it U[) in your 
warehousing' vessels ; causing depraved (Jlnnosc to eomhine with you in 
disposing of it, and creating a taste for it among the j^imple elovvnisli folk, till 
habitual use has rendered it a eonstani indulgence, sjireading with a rank 
growth along the borders of the coast, and so pervading e\eiN i>rovin(‘C‘. 

Some, in their animadversions on these things, liave supposed that your 
objc'ct and d(\sirc, is to exhaust the resources of the (H‘iilial land, and to do hurl 
to the lives of the Chinese jx^ople. Ha! it is forgotten that the (Celestial 
Empire hears in its waimh eacth precious metal ; that ils copfiers are full to 
overflowing! IIow’ can they by .'^uch feeble means he e\(‘r emptied or ex- 
hausted? Hut be it, that in hringimr with you hither this vile thing, you arc 
actuated solely by the desire of ama'i.'-ing gain, yet what feud havt‘ the |ieoj)le of 
this land Avilh you, that you shouhi >o he A\iiling to ih) tliem morlal injury ? 
Though even gain-seeking desire's have eauteri/ed your souls, so that you have 
given them the rein, fearless and without restraint, yet should you know, that 
things jmshed to extremes must surely meet willi a recoil . 'flius, that the 
Celestial Court should one day Im' rousC'd to lieree iiuligiialion, and should, with 
the utter extirpation of the ingrowing opium, strictly stay al>o the oulg/iiug of 
the tea and rhubarb ; such is what the law musl surely renpiiie ; \n hat matters 
cannot hut eveiitnally come to: on no account should you close your eyes 
to the. anxious contemplation of such a contingeney. 

In times past, edict after edn‘.t has been directed against opium ; and Wo, 
the Governor and Lieutenant-(iovernor, have often reiterated our cojiunands, 
and our monitions, to a third, yea, c\n\ to a liflh lime. Hut even to the last , 
gain alone has beem your aim, and our words have l)iit tilled your cars as th(‘ 
('mpty wuikL 

When you wimld come to ( 'aiiton to traile, auli all assiwne to yourselves 
the name of good fon^igners. (.^ould any tluai lia\ e conceived of I lie recent 
entrance of boat.-* Avith opium wito the river, wlfu li has been diseovc ivd by 
repeated sei/iires, exposing to vie»v all your impi.^li trickery ? you now yet 

call yourselves good foreigners, or say that you are pursuing^ ('ach an lioncst 
calling? 

At this lime, the Circat Emi)cror, in lii.s bitter dcU'station of llu'. evil habit, 
has his thoughts liourly bent on Avashiug it clean atvay. In tlie capital, he has 
commanded the ministers ^of his court to deliberate, and, with severitj , to draw 
up plans for pn.'ccdure. /in the provinces, he has commanded the adinini.stra- 
tors over his doniioioiis, to cnibree vigorously the penalties prescribed by t^lie 



3445 


liifb hcuvcii-dcrivccl rirmncss will form its own rcsolvc‘=; ; and what hj» 
will (l<.U rmints, that Mirciy shall he done. 

\\\\ the (Governor ;nul Licuteiiant-Govenior, liave already in respectful 
ol)cclieiice to the Inij^erial eoinniands, strictly rcipurcd of each naval fleet, 
division, and s(|LUulroii, to diaw toixethcr their forces ; to (‘oniplcle their arma- 
ments; and aloni;- the central, eastern, and v\eslei‘n lines, severally, to array 
themselves^ in close connexion, for the purpose of secure prevention^ so that 
they pursue and take every lawless boat cne;ai;ing in tlu' elaiulestiiu' tralKe, and 
may drive lorth all the- foreign vessels cruising aboiil. We have als't) given 
inslnielions to each general and regimental division of the land force, that the 
ceanmaiiding oilie.ers should, at the lu'ad of all their subordinates, make* search 
altei*, and talvc possessiciU <jf, every building for the preparation, or for |he. 
sinol\ing of opium ; as well as seize all e rnuinal j.iarties found selling or inhaling 
tlu' di'ug. having sel in operati»)n both the naval and tlie land forces, 

and having iiispiii'd se verity into all, from the head even to the tail, eoiiseeutivo 
reporls of sei/uncs have been the result, to the numher ol‘ many hundreds: 
Thosci reprobates, who, by tiu* long liahiluatinn to the seeking of their puicly 
selfish end-^, ha\e ae cpiiied a eonseieaiec fearless of de^atli, having hern severally 
suhjeeted to ii severe trial have been adjudged and punished, 'fhe pUiini 
evideue-e IumcoI’ is to be found in the cases of the afore exee*nted criminals, JjCW 
Aying and llo Lankin. Others have l)een variously suhjeedeel to eorrection. 
And in e‘oiise(|uence of such measures, tlie iniiuls of all have been greatly 
atl'ectcd witli a wholc^^oine alarm : and those* who have restrained themselves 
from suKjking, and ha\e' delivered np their eijiium })ij)es, may now he num- 
bered by lens of thousands. Still more lUinK’rous too, are tlic\, wb.o, dicading 
tlic laws, liave, o( tlieir own act, cast away their o])iu]n, and the instruments 
for smoking it; as also the elc|)raved reprobates, wlio, witli ruined fortinu's, have 
fled far away for safety. Sueh are the measures now* in ojieration in Kwang- 
tiuig, and sueli the eixisiing visibles effects on the po|)u]ar mind. We have thus 
carefully and minutely laid tliem open to you, that nou may strive to reflect 
tluueon, that \ou nuiN eon^^ider what a time is this ; and what sort of profxcd- 
ings aie‘ these if they leave you any longer loom for hojie? or any further 
prospei't of aggression ? And if* the \er\ people of the land, when they oflend, 
are thus subjected to instant and sen ere punisliinent, shall you, giving your- 
selves uji, witli open eyes and daring presnm[)tion to follow the doiuaveel 
suggestions of your own minds, he yet made the* rec ipients of a perveited and 
jiartial forhearmiee^ and lenieney? Nay, hut ynu shall surely jeceive* in like 
manner the corrective penaltie;. of the hnv, and so he made to know the celestial 
terror.'^. ^ cm have worked your Acssels hither over a vasty deep, with no 
olhev object tlian that of seeking a gain upon your outlay. Ah ! why will you 
fbrgiiiii merely lose your ow n selve.> And at this niomenl, when the peo|)lei 
have, as one: man, abandoned the use of opium ; whe‘n even tlie traces ol* the 
elanelestine ekaU’rs are ceasing to appear ; when tlie oflieers, having taken in 
hand the stern eiiforeenu nt of the: laws, tlie people*, too, in fear of penalties, pay 
implic it obedience, not only in all ave*nucs for disposing of’ it entirely shut up^ 
but even the gain you seek for is no longcu- to be found. The people of China 
lave many of them lost tlieir lives in conse:eiuenee of this thing, and all now 
regard it as an enemy most hateful ; they tlirow it away on every road, and 
v’lewAl just, as a filthy drug. In truth, then, what have you yet to hope for**^ 
and can rept iilaiice still find no jilaee witfiin \'our lie^arts? 

We pj oceed fie. rcon to issue, with intense earnestness, our commands. 
Upon their reaching the said foreign nierehants, let these immediately wash out 
llie ir past defileiueiits ; and le t them sjieeelily send away to their countries one 
and all of the* w:u'elnnising vessels now anchored in the outer seas. Those 
shi[)s too, whiclk, though they he not warehousing vessels, yet neither are they 
laehai witli inerehandi/.e lor im[)e)rlation, must not pass at random to and from 
the various offmgs, ane lioriiig whe rever it may jilease them. It must be the 
business of all, to rest in the pursuit of an honest comnicrcial business, that all 
may enjoy togellier liajipy gain.*-, with peae*e and tranepiillity- But if as you 
ha\e be'guii so you coniinue obstinately blind, and do not awaken, still 
re-bining e-'ivetous and avaricious expectations, in tliat case you a\ ill be alien- 
ating \ ourselves from the nurture and piotection of the laws. We, the 
Govoi nor and Lieutenant-dovernor, will not then deem it w^ortli our while to 
besjow labour and toil, to be continually exercising measures for prevention. 
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discovery, ;ind Jipprcbciision, but will .simply have to lay before tiui throne our 
^reque.'^ts, tliat the ports may bo closed, and Ibe tmclc broui^ht forever loan eiub 
And when once tlie ports arc tluis closed, it will no ionj;er be a cpiestiwn, 
whether opium is bronchi or not, l)ut e\<?n the lea and tlie rhubarb of the inner 
land will be withheld fn)ui (exportation, "riuis are tlie lives of all you foreiyuers 
held within our ^rasp. 

It will be found that all llic Soveroijrns of tlie nations aforesaid, have been 
habituiVly reverent and dutiful, and that their laws fur the rub* of the forei.i;ners 
are severe and riirorous. Should such an entire stopiiaue of. the exjiort of tea 
and rliubarb lake place, lead them to search back to liiul the cau^e, it is to be 
apprehended that even lliouLrb you slip tbroiieb the nicsli(*s of the* law of the 
Celestial Empire, it will yet be hard for you to escape the laws of your own lands. 

l?csides all this, the (ireat Emperor has just now appointed a hii^h oflicer as 
his s[»ccial Coniiiiissioiicr, to repair to (‘anion in order to (’vamiiic! and adopt 
measures in reference to the atfairs of the sc’u-pnrts. From mom t<i eve hia 
arrival may' hourly he looked for. Ilis purpose is to cut off utterly tlie source 
of this noxious abuse, to strip hare and root up tliis enormous evil : and 
thoui!;h this axe slundd bri'ak in his hand, or tlie boat should sink from beneath 
him, yet will he not stay his efforts till the work of pnrilieation he aceoinplishcd. 

If then you will blindly rush njion sharp wcxipous, and will iie.t he induced 
to turn a^aiii your faces, you will hrin^ on yourselvi's i^rief and sorrow, 
exceeding* in severity even what in this proclamation we hav(‘ pointed out to 
you. We, the Cjoveriior and Eioutenanl-dovcrnor, aie indec'd joiised by your 
blind jierversity and lack of intellipreiicc to a sense of (l(*ep pain and aliliorivnce : 
but, still (lierishiu^ thouirlits and teelinirs of kindiu'ss, we cannot forbear from 
warnini^ you yet airaiii with inleiist* ( arm’stness, and in oiir partiality calling 
upon you to save yourselves. 

Wcnild that you might each regard and attend to us! Oh! lay not up for 
yoursi*lve.'> a store of al’ter-rejientauce ! x\ Special Edict, 

Taoukwamr, IHth year, 12th moon, day. (.January, 18111).) 

True Translation. 

(Signc»n J. IloBT. Morrison', 

Chinese Secretary and fnterpreter. 


2 Y 2 
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; No, 144. 

# 

Captain Klliol to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received August 5, 1839.) , 

My Lord,' Macao, February 21, 1839. 

WITH reftirence to my Despatches upon the subject of the bankrupt 
Hongs, I have now the honour tc) transmit a statement of the adjlitional 
charges lately imposetl upon the trade, with the alleged purpose of form- 
ing a fund to meet the foreign claims. 

It has been a task of considerable difliculty, and of reference in many 
quarters, to collect the data upon which this j)aper is founded. But 1 feel 
warrxinted in assuring your Lordship, that its general accuracy may be 
relied upon. 

The Tnclos\ire No. 2, exhibits the effects of such assessments upon 
what may be taken to ]>c a year of an average amount of foreign trifle 
with this empire. 

The delusion of such a inode of adjusting foreign claims is so obvious, 
and Inis so recently been draivn under your Ijordship's notice, that it can- 
not be necessary to dwell upon the subject. 

1 ought to add. that instalments to the amount of about two lacs of 
dollars have alreatly been jiaiil to the crcclitors of the Hingtae, and King- 
qua’s Hongs. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed; ( IIARL'KS KLLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 144. 


Charges on Exports and Imports In Foreign Vessels imposed at Canton 
by the Co- Hong of Hong Merchants, for the alleged purposes of meet- 
ing the payment of the foreign debts of the Co-Ilong, arising from the 
bankruptcy of Hing-lae. and insolvency of Kingqua. and of def raying 
in part the expenses of the respective Hongs, viz. 1838. 


TeA of all kinds 
.Snjrar Candy 
Soft Sii^^ar — 
Raw Silk, Nankin 
Do. Canton 


Raw Cotton - 
Cotton Twist 
Long tUoths, No. '.2 
Do. No. 3 

Cotton Clolli, Twilled 
Broad Cloths - 
Long lills ^ 

Tin, Banra 
I.ead - 

Quicksilver 
Iron ‘ ** 

Pept^er - 

Betel Nut - 

Rattans - - 

Blac.’k\vood - 

Sandnl Wood — 
Elephant’s Teeth 
Do. small - 

Shark’s Fins . 

Fish Maws 


EX FOR rs. 

Rate per Frciil 
>* 

" ” 


Tftcl.4. M. C. C. 

1 . . 4 0 0 

- . . *2 0 0 

-.•150 
7 . . 2 0 0 

2 0 0 0 


IxM POUTS. 


Rate per Peciil 

per Piece 
»♦ >» 

?> 


per Pecul 



99 M 

^ M 

9S .. 


~ 6 0 0 

2 . . 1 (i 0 

- 360 

- 180 

- . . 3 6 0 

- 7 2 0 

- 360 

. 3 4 0 

- 18 0 

1 .. 4 4 0 

- 144 

- . . 2 8 8 

- 144 
-.144 

- 144 

- 7 2 0 

I 4 4 0 

- . , .3 6 0 

- . . 7 2 0 

- 180 


(Signed) 


CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent- 
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Inclosurc 2 in No.' 144, 


IMPORTS 1st .Tuly, 1836, to 30th .hint*, 18.‘17. 


British Yarn — 

American do. - - • -- - 

- 

18.431 

4,232 

idoiv^ tMoths, per Britisli Ships 
,, per American do. 

- 

W0,'J89 

106,462 

Lon^ Ells, per British Ships 
• 99 per American do. 

- 

8.9,124 

34,472 

Woollen Cloths, per British Sliips 
,9 per American do- 

68,000 

13,860 

Cotton, Peculs 

- 

677.557 


EXPORTS, 1st ,Iuly, 1836, to Juih*, 1837. 


T«a 4^,641 

Silk, Niinkin 14.1 7‘i 

Do. Cautoii ------ C-OS.*! 


(Signed) 


Proposed additional Duty. 


22.G(J3 

Peculs 

at 3 doll, arp - 

67.989 


200.000 . 1 * 25 rents. 

J- 73,725 

247,451 

Pieces 

47,451 at 50 cents- 


I^eciils 

at 50 cents. - - 

61.798 

8I,ftG0 

I’ieccs 

at 1 doll. - - 

81,860 

at 6 Mac 

e are Taels 4()().410.() - 

564,4.59 




849,831 

ut Taels 

1.4 are 

TiieU 59.>.897 



7. 

„ ‘»9,2()4 


at „ 

2. 

„ 13,270 




708,37 i - 

983,849 



Dollars 1 

,833,680 


CIIARLKS ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent, 


* No. J4.5. 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston. — [Peceivetl August 1S39.) 


My Lord, Macao, March 2% 

THE inclosurc has this moment reached me from Canton, and 1 hftvc only 
time to transmit it by the Viscount Mclhournc, on the point of sailing. 

It will be very satisfactory to 'your l.4}rdship to know that Her Majesty’s 
sloop Larne is here ; and Her Majesty's (Toverinnent may he assured, that 
1 will take the most prompt measm'cs fur meeting the unjust and menacing 
dispositions of the High C/ommissioner and the I’rovineial Authorities. 

1 have already forwarded a note to the Keun-.Min-Koo and the (iovernor of 
Canton, desiring to know whether it is the purpose ol’ the tliinese (Joverninent 
to make war on the ships and men of my country,- and 1 shall proceed to- 
morrow to the Bocca Tigris to demand .some jrlain and definite explanation upon 
the whole subject. 

I have no doubt, that a firm tone and attitude will cheek the rash spirit of 
the Provincial Authorities ; hut I .should not omit to mention to your I^ordship, 
that 1 have, at the same time, ottered to use my best eft’orts for fuitilling the 
reasonable purposes of this Covernmynt, whenever they are authentically made 
known to me. 

The completion of the great portion of the tr ade of this *yeai’ has relieved 
me of a very embarrassing addition to the difliiurltie'. of my situation. 

I have, &x*., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent. 



350 


Inclosure 1 in No- 145. 

Edict frcnn the Imperial Commissioner^ addressed to Foreigners of all Nations. 

LIN, linpcriiil (Jonmiissioncr of the Cclcstinl Court, a Director of the 
Board of War, and Governor of Hookwanjr, issues !iis commands to the 
foreigners of every nation, recjuirinj;’ of all full ac(|uaintance with the tenour 
thereof. 

It isknowu tl^at the foreign vessels, which come for a reei])roc:il trade to 
Kwangtung, have derived from that trade very large profits. 'J’his is evidenced 
by the facts,'-- tliat, whereas the vessels, annually resorting hither, were for- 
merly reckoned hardly by tens, their number has of late years amounted to a 
hundred and several times ten : and that whatever commodities they have 
brought, none have failed to tind a full consumption; whatever they may 
have ^;ought to purchase, ni'ver have they been unable readily to do so. Let 
them but ask tliemsclvcs, whether between heaven and earth, any place afford- 
ing so advantagc'ous a cominercial mart is elsewhere to he found? It is because 
our Great Kmperors, in their universal benevolence, have gianted you commer- 
cial privileges, that yon have been favoured with tlfl'sc advantages. Let our 
ports once be closed against y ou, and for what prolits can your several nations 
any' longer look ? Yet more, — our tea and our rhuhaih-^seeing that, should 
you foreigners he deprived of them, you therein lose the means of preserving 
life, — are without stint or grudge granted to you for exportation, year by year, 
beyond tbe seas. Favours never have been greater ! 

Arc ymu grateful i'or these Javours ? You must then lear the laws, and in 
seeking profit Vor yourselves, must not do hurt to olhejs. Why do you bring 
to our land the o()ium, which in your lands is not made use of, hy’^ it 
defrauding men of their pro])erty, and causing injury to tiieir lives? 1 (ind 
that with this thing y'ou have seduced and deluded the peoi)le of China for tens 
of years past: and countless are the unjust hoards that you have thus aecjuired. 
Such conduct rouses indignation in every human heart, and it is utterly 
inexcusable in the eye of celestial reason. 

The j)rohibitions formerly enacted by the Celestial Court against opium, 
were comparatively lax ; and it was yet ])Ossihlc to smuggh^ tlie drug into the 
various ports, OJ’ this the (Ircat Kinperor having now heard, his wrath has been 
fearfully aroused, nor will it rest till the evil be utterly extirpated. Wlioevcr 
among the j)eople of this inner land deals in opium, or establish houses for the 
smoking of it, shall be instantly visited with the extreme penalties of the laws; 
and it is in contemplation to render eai>ital also the crime of smoking the drug. 

Having come into the territory of the Celestial Court, you should pay 
obe<lience to its laws and statutes, equally with the natives of the land. I, the 
High Commissioner, having my home in the maritime province of Fnhkeen, 
and, consequently, l)aving early had intimate accjuaintanee with all the arts and 
shifts of the outer foreigners, for this reason have been honoured hy the Great 
Emperor with the full powers and privileges of “ a High Imperial Commis- 
sioner, who, having frequently performed meritorionS services, is sent to settle 
the affairs of the outer frontier.” 

Should I search closely into the offences of these foreigners, in forcing for 
a number of years the sale of opium, they Vkould be found already beyond the 
bounds of indulgence. But, retlectiug tliat they are men from distant lands, and 
that they have not before been aware that the prohibition of opium is so severe, 
1 cannot hear, in the pr *sent plain enforcement of the laws and restrictions, to 
cut them off without instructive monition. 

I fintf that on board the warehousing vessels, which you now have lying at 
anchor in the Lint in and other offings, there are stored up several times ten 
thousand chests of opium, which it is your purpose and desire illicitly to dispose 
of by sale. . You do not consider, however, the present severity of the measures 
in operation for seizure of it at the ports. Where will you again find any 
that will dare to give it escort ? And similar measures for the seiziTC of it, 
are in operation also in every province. Where else tlien will you yet find 
opportunity of disposing of if:’ At the ])rcsc;iit time, the dealings in opium arc 
brought utterly to a stand, and all men arc convinced that it is a nauseous 
poison. W hy will you be at the pains then of laying it up on board your 
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foreign store-ships, and of keeping them long anchored on the face of the open 
sea, — not only spending to no purpi)sc yourlahour and your wealth, hutexposedJ 
alsb to unforeseen dangers from storms or from tire. 

I proceed to issue my commands. Wlum these commands reach the said 
foreign merchants, let them with all haste ])ay ohcdicnce thereto ; Iht them 
deliver up to Governmeut every particle of the opium on hoard their store-ships. 
Let it he ascertained hy the Hong merchants, who are the ])arties so delivering 
it up, 8«iul,ivhat numbe r of chests, as also what total (luaiitily in catties and 
taels, is delivered uj) under each name. Let these pailieidars he* brought toge- 
ther ill a clear tabular form, and he presented to (L)vernm(MU, in order that the 
opium may all he received in plain conformity thereto, that it may he burnt 
and.destroyed, and that thus the evil may be entirely evtirjiated. 'i'hcre must 
not he the smallest atom concealed or witliheld. 

At the same lime, let these foreigners give a bond, written jointly in the 
foreign and Chinese languages, making a declaration to this cfl'eet: — “ Tliat 
their vessels, which shall hereafter resort hither, will never again dare to bring 
opium with them ; and that should any he brought, as soon as discovery shall 
he made of it, the goods shall he forfeited tv) (iovorninenl , and the parties shall 
suft'er the extreme penalties of the law: ami that such punishment will be 
willingly submitted to.” 

1 have heard that you foreigners arc used to attach great importance to 
the word “ good luith.” If then yon will really do as I, the High Commisioner, 
have commanded, -will deliver U|^ every particle of the opium that is already 
here, and will stay altogether its tuturc introduction, -as this will prove also, 
that you are capable ol feeling contrition for your nflenees, and of entertaining 
a salutary dread of punishment, the past may yet be left unnoticed. 1, the 
High ('oininissioncr, will, in that case, in conjunction with the Governor and 
Licuieiuuit-Govcrmtr, address the throne, imploring the Great Km[)eror to 
vouchsafe e-xtraordinary favour, and not alone to remit the punishment of your 
])ast errors, hut also, as we will further reijuest, to devise some inode of bestowing 
on YOU Ills imperial rewards, as an encouragement of the spirit of contrition and 
wholesome dread thus manifested by you. After this, you will continue to 
enjoy the advaiitagesKif eommorcial intoreourse ; and, as you will not lose the 
character of being “good foreigners,” and will he enahJed to acquire profits and 
gain wealtli hy an lioiiost trade, will you not, indeed, stand in a most honourable 
position s’ 

If, hoAVcver, you obstinately adhere to your folly, and refuse to awake; if 
you think to make up a tale covering over your illicit dealings, or to set up as a 
jnvtcxt, that tlie opium is brought by foreign seamen, ami the foreign merchants 
have nothing to do with it; or to pretend craftily that you will carry it back to 
your couutrie.s, or will throw it into the sea ; or to take occasion to go to other 
provinces in search of a door of consnjuption ; or to stifle impiiry hy delivering 
up only one or two-tenths of the whole quantity : in’ any of these cases, it will 
be evident that you retain a spirit of coulmnacy sind disohedicuec, that you 
uphold vice and will not reform. Then, although it is the maxim of the 
Celestial Court to treat with fcnderncss and great mildness men from afar, yet, 
as it cannot sufl’er them to indulge in scorniul and contemptuous trifling with 
it, it will become requisite to comprehend you also in the severe course of 
p unis hment prescribed by the new law. 

On this occasion, l,the High Commissioner, having come from the Capital, 
Lave personally received the sacred commands, that wherever a law exists it is 
to be fully enforced. And as 1 have brought these full powers and pvivilegcs, 
enabling me to jicrforrn whatever seems to me right,- -powers with which* those 
ordinarily given, for inquiring ai^l acting in regard to other matters, are by no 
means comparable, — so long as the opiufn traffic; remains uuex terminated, so 
long will I delay my return. I swear that I will progress wilR this matter 
from its beginning to its ending, and that not a thought oi' stopping half way 
shall for a moment he indulged. 

Furthermore, observing the present eondition of the popular mind, 1 And 
so universal a spirit of indignation aroused, that, should you foreigners remain 
dead to a sense of contrition and amendment, and continue to make gain your 
sole object, there will not only be arrayed against you the martial terrors and 
powerful energies of our naval and military forces ; it will he hut necessary to 
call on the able-bodied of the people, [the militia, or posse ccinitatuu,] and 



these alone -will be more then adequate to the placing all your lives vnthin My 
power. Besides, either by the temporary stoppage of your trade, or by tbe 
permanent closing of the ports against you, what diiiiculty can there be in 
effectually cutting off your intercourse? Our central empire, comprising a 
territory of many thousands of miles, and possessing in rich abundance all tbe 
products of the ground, has no benefit to derive from the purchase of your 
foreign commodities ; and you may therefore well fear, that froiU the moment 
such meusures are taken, the livelihood of your several nations must come to 
an end. You, who have travelled so far to conduct your commercial business, 
how is it that you arc not yet alive to the great difference between the 
condition of vigorous exertion and that of easy repose, — the wide distance 
between the power of the few, and the power of the many ? 

As to those crafty foreigners, who, residing in the foreign factories, have 
been in the habit of dealing in opium, 1, the High Commissioner, have early been 
provided with a list of them by name. At the same time, those good foreigners 
who have not sold opium, must also not fail to be distinguished. Such of them 
as will ])oint out their depraved fellow-foreigners, will (compel them to deliver 
up their opium, and will step forth among the foremost to give the required 
bonds, these shall be regarded as the good foreigners. And I, the High 
Commissioner, will at once, for their encouragement, reward them liberally. It 
I'ests with yourselves alone to choose, wiiethcr you will have weal or woe, 
honour or disgrace. 

‘ I am now about to command the Hong merchants tf> proceed to your 
factories, to instruct and admonish you. A term of three days is prescribed 
for an address to he sent in reply to me. And, at the same time, let your duly 
attested and faithful bonds be given, waiting for me, in conjunction with the 
Governor and Lieutenant-Governor, to appoint a time for the opium to be 
delivered up. Do not indulge in idle expectations, or seek to postpone* 
matters, deferring to repent until its lateness render it ineflectual. A special 
Edict. 

Taoukwang, 19th year, Undmonth, 4th day. (March 18, 1839.) 

True Tran.slation. 

(Signed) J. Robt. Mouuison, 

Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 145. 

Edict f rom the. Imperial Commissioner to the Hong Merchants. 

LIN, High Imperial Commissioner, Director of the Board of War, and 
Governor of llookwang, issues his commands to the Ihmg merchants, 
requiring of them full acquaijitance with the tonour thereof. 

The commercial intercourse subsisting in Kw'augtung between the 
Chinese and foreigners has continued for a period of more than three 
hundred years. What was there to render impossible a free commercial 
interchange of goods between these parties themsehes? Nothing. It 
was then the desire of preventing an illicit intercourse, and of guarding 
against contraband comnuxlities, that rendered necessary the cstaldishmcnt 
of a class of Hong increhaiits. 

Respectfully searching, J find, under dale the 2lst year of Keaking 
(181G), an Imperial Edict, — “rendering the Hong merchants re.sponsible 
for the useertainment of the (luestioii, whether or not any foreign vessel 
imports opium; and, in case of her sp doing, for the rejection of all her cargo, 
for the refusal to let her tratie, and it>r the driving of her back to her own 
country.” Respect and ob<!dicnce being paid thereto, this Edict was duly 
recortled. -And I lind, that on each oceasiou of a foreign vessel entering 
the port, the said Hong merchants have always given bonds that she 
Iwought no opium with her. . . 

f(j tronsecpiencc of such bonds, vessels have been allowed to enter the 
port and break bulk ; nor has any vessel ever been sent back. And even 
now, while the o])ium is pervading and HlUng, with its poisonous inflUence, 
the whole empire, the said Hong raerclMiits- still continue indiscriminately' 
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i-‘to :gi.ve. such bonds, - declaring that the ships that resort hither have 
4 brought none of it. Afe they not indeed drcdiiriihg,' and shoring in -their, 
dlreains? » 

• If they say, that the oi)iuin which they bring" is discharged boforc- 
: hand, and left on boanl the warehousing vessels at Lintin, and that the 
bonds given, as to their bringing none, liavc reference tO' the vessels as 
entering the port, what is this but to “shut the cars whiltt tlie jingling 
bell i> hojng stolen,” to provide for themselves .a ground for excuse? The 
Teelings that picpmpt such conduct will still less hear scrutiny. It is as if 
a roan, to guard his house at night, should appoint a watchman, and that, 
nevertheless, his property should be bundled up and carried away, while 
yet the watchman should declare that there hafl been no thief, . If this 
.would not be regarded as combination in the theft, as what then wwdd it 
be regarded? 

Moreover, the foreign factories are built by the said Hong tneichants, 
and by them are rented to the forcigmers as residences; the Hongmen 
and all the working people in the factories are hiicd by the same .raer- 
cha’j.,^ ; and the “ Alachecii,” (or outside shojnnen) are iii their employ; 

nfisi-i? hbouring Shroff sho|>s, too. arc those with which the- Hong- raer- 
Ci- -....ave de.'ilings. Yet for more than ten past, there has not 

betm a Shroff shop that has not given hills, nor a *• Maehcen ” that has 
not had transactions with the opium-preparers. nor a llongman or other 
workmun that has jiot had connexions with the fast boats. There ha\e 
been, besides, the writers’ lTr)i1ses, or brokers’ slumps, for preparing letters ; 
and brokers for carrying the orders, would pass in and out of' the foreign 
residences, day and night, without over being questioned by any;(>nc. The 
Shroffs’ and Hong lucrchants’ coolies ami carriers, of all grades, would in 
the day time openly go into the factories, and would at night afford escort 
down to the boats, (’an the Hong merchants aver that they h.ave . heard 
and seen nothing of all this ? Or, as they have agreed to conceal it, and 
bring no j^art of it to light, will any one believe them, when they assert 
that they have had no secret share in the matter ? 

I have heard that formerly, when the foreigners* came to tbe factories, 
they would go in full dress, with swords by their sides., to wait upon the 
several Hong jt .!* •'■“d would often meet w'ith a denial; nor would 

they be seen or ‘ '^J^r visits returned, until after si second visit. IJiit 
of late years tl been those who will s\ic to the foreigners for 
patronage, and ;n p.ass beyond the Custom-Houses, or go to Macao 

to meet them. .. ' "^'so far has this proceeded, that (a party in) the 
Tungyu Hong gal'^^a sedan chair to the Chief Supercargo, Haynes, 
whcreni)on the sam,^ Chief Supercargo turned round, and would not 
suflcr the Hong mcr<‘hants to enter his factory in chairs. Many have 
bc<;n the instances of this miffeonduct subverting of what is right and 
fitting. What sense of shame, indeed, does there yet remain? Though it ■ 
be true that this has arisen from the conduct of probationary Hong 
merchants, wdio have shown the examph; of such artful dcmyano);narkevc 
that the original merchants, men of propcY,,.' mOl siin'-- oV Vlic ‘iml instant, 
have descended to this stage of dcgradati [.oniship in 

involved in the stench of it. and ti'uly 1 burn ' ‘ ' 

With you there seems to be no other ^j;|| pvocceding, hut with a 
growing rich, and being left to carry on you h„i|/ natives and 

regard the mine of all your profits as lying in t .„ outside anchor- 

to you. You leave no room for the consideratioi.,Y,,('s of tin* (’ommis^ioncr 
by foreigners are those granted by the (kdcstial C further consuUatioii 

day they should irritate the sacred wrath, to the ^'jimclcd stay in flicsc seas, 
and the closing of the Custom- Hoascs, not a mit,|, (’nnimis il»ner's [)niceed- 
for any of those nations to look for: and what conlidwd to me. 

lliey, regardless of the rich favours wherew'uoQYi, insstant, rumours of 
the Court, take depraved natives for their bosom fi'iei,p,-ession was that the 
offices of the inner land, there is not a movcmcrft^^.^.p,l (Vn-Ll^with to Macao, 
foreigners are fully informed of it. But if any cJi,. ope rations from thar 
Jlong merchants regarding ^foreign affairs, they : pitched, a couskhr- 

whicb to jjloze over and conceal the facts, nor of war were col* 

Thus it is in regard to the exportation of the pi ‘ 
a thipg so very strictly prohibited. Did the fort * 
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for floods, what silver would there be for them to carry away ? But more 
,thafi this, the Ho:’.;; ineivJiants once represented, tliat each year, in 
n\idi<ion to the interchanf^e of commodities by barter, the foreigners 
require always to bring into the inner land, foreign money to the amount 
of four or li\c millions of dollars. Were thi.s really the case, how comes it 
that of lat{‘ years t he foreign ships have brought into the port no now 
foreign money, and that the foreign silver existing in the country has 
daily been diminishing in (pianlity H And how happens it, that i^iong 
the Mong nicrghants there h.avc bi'cn bankru|)ts, whose debts to foreigners 
tiavc exceeded a million of money? It is clear, that these four words, 
“goods bartered for goods.” are totally and altogetlier false. 

'I’here is one thing yet more extraordinary. These Hong merchants, 
sheltering themselves under a A'lemorial of a former Snperintenflent of 
Cnstonis. Aa. which requested temporarily as a trial, that tJirce-tenths of 
any surplus foreign money shouhl be. allowed to In- taken away, have 
acted as though tliis re<(ueHt had pas.sed into an established law, and have 
yearly, under cover of this, solicited pcrmi.ssion to embark money. They 
ha\e had numerous lioxes maile, such as are emiiloyed for the remit ' 'ceof 
rcv(*tme. .And they have evi-n represented for the foreigners, that. uch 
a year, a fonugner left so such money in such and such hands. .. ihat 
now he has entrusted sneh and .',ueh a person to (.-onvi-yi it home for him: 
and they have seerClly eoneerleil with the clerks of the jL'ustom-1 loiisc to 
put this U[)oti tlie records. Thus, while, on the; oncdiand, the Hong 
nierehants give these bonds, the silver, on the other hand, is exported, 
their words and deeds are contrary one to another, and this is passed 
quietly over without exciting- surjtrise. .And when the Imperial pleasure 
has been cxprcssetl. that inquiry should lie maile. (hey have, with one 
siinph- address, glozed over and set at rest the whole matter. 

With regard, too, to foreigners, sneh as .Inrdine and others, who have 
been in the. habit of selling opium, — all of them most artful and crafty 
men, — when the Imperial pleasure was c.vpressed, two years ago, that 
their conducl. should be inquired into, and that they should be driven 
forth, the said H(.mg merchants still strennvusly dofeiulod them. Sm-h 
language as this \>as used : ” that when it could Ik discovered (• 
had been any concert in selling opium, any monev * there 

punishment would then be willingly sulmiitted U j. orders oivon, 

be found Jimong the arehivc.s ! Let them as a bond is yet to 

according to this bond, punishment should, or shoi iselves whether. 

Again, the opium on board lnn<-s' vessel was r j,(. inhictetl? 

sbowiivg thiit the boiuls given even for vessels tha* .(| within tlie" river, 
have been no hvss unworthy of confiilenee. entered the jiort 

bast winter, seven passage-boats, on the >-.• 


these merehanls. newly received pcrmiss; iterated representations of 

ol goods and importation of gunpo- to run, and already smuggling 

’ things were with/' i,.^vc been the eonsequenee. If 

vcm If they took olaee knowledge, of wh.at use then 

with your knovvk-dge, death is too light 


loss of the silver of Cliina, during a period of 
. tation beyond .sea, lias been not le.ss than 
The Imperial commands have been repeatedly 
ic importation of opium and lixportation of pure 
illieors of every degree, iti the most severe terms; 
(s have continued in the same cour.se of filthy and 
the great indignation and gnashing of tiieth of 
tloinmissioncr, in obeying the Imperial mandates, 
•h I have eontv^ to C’anton, shall first punish the 
ul it is by no means certain that these Hong 
•vithii) the number. 

)inn)tiiKl tliiit i n vest igjcit ion l)C n^ii(l(\ Upon piy com- 
• said Hong mcrcluints, let them immediately state 
matters may be thorouglily .arranged in consistence 
ter annihilation of th^ opium trade being how my 
-n commands to tlie foreigners, to deliver up to 
ads of chests of opium which they have on boartl 
; . An4, 1 have als<i called on them to ajibscnbe 
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a bond, in Chinese and in the foreipjn lanjjuagos jointly, declaring; that 
henceforth they will never venture to bring; opium, and that if any ishoukl 
a^^ain be broug;ht, upon diseoyery thereof, tht^ parti(*s concerned shall 
immediately sulfcr execution of the laws, and the property shall be eonfis-* 
cated to Government. Those conunaiuls ai'c now g'iven to tlie Hong 
merchants, that they may convey them t«) (ho foreign factories, a»ul plainly 
make them known. It is requisite, that they should actpiire ah earnest 
severity of dejjortmcnt, that the energetic character of the commamls may 
be cfea/ly made to appear. They must not continue to exhibit a ctmtu- 
macious disposition, or to csilour over the math'r. nor ipay they again 
give utterance to any expressions of solicitation. It is iinp(*rative on (hem 
to act with energy and loftiness of tone, and to unite in enjoining these 
cbminands. Three days aio prescribed, within which they must obtain 
the n'qtiircd bonds, and report in reply hereto. If it be found that this 
matter cannot at one<! be arrangc'd by them, it will be apparent, without 
inquiry, that they are <’onstan(ly acting in et)neert with <lepra\e<l 
foreigners, aud that their minds have a perverted inclination. And 1, the 
High Commissioner, \\ ill forthwith solicit the Iloyal d(*atli*warrant, and 
select for e.xceution one or two of the most unwtnthy of their number, 
conliseating their propertv to Governinent. and tints will I show a lucid 
warning. Say not that you <lid not receive e.arly notice. A special Kdiet, 
Taoukwang, Ihth year, 2itd month, dth day. (I7(.h iVlareh, lt:>39.) 

True 'franslation. 

(Signed)* .1. Roirr. Mokkison, 

('hluese Sevrehtrtj and liderpreler. 


No. I'lG. 

Cajda 'in EUiol io Visvovid Po/nii’r.sf.ou.— (Itcceired jl tigunf. 2\), 1839.) 

My Lord, . Cau/oii, Marrh 30, 1839. 

I H.WE considered that 1 shall most porspieuotjsly perform my pre- 
sent duty to Her .Majesty’s Governinent, by confining i Ins de.spateh to a 
narrative of “vents, aecornjtanied by (he doennients conm'cled with tlnuti ; 
and indee»l mv imptisoned atwl har.issi'd (ondition is, not suilerl to a deli- 
bnratclv I'oinprehensiv <; (wpositiou of (be nnitixes which Itave inllnenecd 
some of the momentous proceedings involved in this n'port. 

J3eing at Macao on (he ’iSth of last month for tin* purjtose of confer- 
ring with Captain Blalte ^/f Her Majcsty'.s sloop Lanir (hen at anchor- 
in those roads. I roccivc'd intt;lligcnee to the clfocl that a n.ativc of (3)iiui 
had been suddenly brought dow-u into the stpi.irt' brlbrc tin' foreign facto- 
ries on the 2(>th of the same month, aeeoinn.aiiied by a eonsiderabh' Iqrec 
of troops, and iinme<lij^tely put to death Ity si rangulalioii. '• 

M^it.liiu two hours after I had received liu'st' tidings 1 f'lnburKr 
on board the cutler, and arrived Iscre on tin* morning ol (he 2n«l instant. 

'fho series of papers from No. I to No. S, will place \onr Lordship in 
possessittn of the steps taken in (hat rcspt'ct. 

On the lOth instant, leaving the trade still jirueecding, hut with a 
state of gloom sutisisling in tlie minds of all men. both natives anrl 
foreigners, I returned to jilaeao, to which point, and the outsiih* nnehor- 
ages, appearances intliealed that the first measures of tin* Commissioner 
would be directed. I was therefore anxious to have further eonsiill.itioii 
with Captain lllake on the ('vpccljenoy of his protracted stay in those .so.as, 
till 1 could judge of the, degree in which the High Coimnissioner’s proceed- 
ings would alfci't the guneral and important interests eonlidvd to me. 

Between his Exeellem^^’s arrival and the 20lh instant, nimonrs of 
every* eJeseription were abroad : but the general im|nession vva.s ihal the 
Governor and the High (,\)mmi.ssioner were to proceed fort h with to Macao, 
or its near neighbourhood, and commence their operations from that 
situation. At Macao, wiAiin the barrier, tmits weia* pitched, a consider- 
able force was assembled, numbers of vessels ainl boats of war were col* 
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Iccted, and J luid njysclf obscrvx’d, a few days before, under the forts 'at 
the Boeea Tijijris, a ilisplay oJ* old native vessels preparing to serv-e the 
purpose's of firc-shi[)s, or at all events t« leave that impression upon 
passing foreigners. 

In tliis mcnaeing posture of aHairs outside, i ha<l determined to abide 
at Macao# so that my intercourse with Her Majesty’s sloop might not be 
iat<'rr\ipte(l, aiul tl\at I iniglit eoneert with the eominander tnoasurcs of 
general [)rotectioji, if any attack should he reall\ directed against the^ives 
or properties of Ih'i* Majesly’s suhjeets. **. 

rtcsolvcd, in any pressure of emergency, actually tlireatciiing the eon- 
tihucfl peaceful inte-rconrse with this i'.mpii'e, to iaeur most heavy personal 
responsil)ilities enucernii\g the ships engaged in the illieit trallic', 1 had 
also tletennimsl to resist sudden aggression on British life, and British 
properly at all ha/anls, and to all e\tiemily% and 1 am well assured, your 
Lordship will be of opinion, that this was my capital duty as tiu' Que<!n’s 
oftii-er. 

On th(' 2211(1 instant, howeser, as your Jau'dship is already aware, the 
news reached me. that the stonu had (rhanged its direetion. and impended 
over the whole Foreign (’ommuuity at Canton in the most alarming form. 

Forwarding an address to the Covei'nov of Canton through the 
Keun-iMiu-F<K>, and a transcript of the same to that ohicer, issuing two 
eireulars to Her !Maje.sly’s subjects, and addressing a secret letter to 
Captain Bhik(*, of Her Majesty’s .sloop Jjnrne, I proccedect to make the 
attempt tf) reach these factories on the 23rtl ii’staiit. 

It had been my inUnition to proceed only to the Boeea '^Pigris and 
carry on my comniunieations from that point, but further dis(juieting 
private intelligence reached me from Canton ; and the rolh'etioii of the 
natural unfitness of a I'ommereial eoinmoiiity to take any consentaneous 
course respecting the delicate and momculous cpiestion in hand, in this 
hpni: of o.Ktn'ine pm’il to all interests, and indeed generally to human life, 
curried m(? to the' eonxiction that I must either reach these faetories, or 
some (lospcrale calamity w'ould ciisui'. 

On Sunday the. 2-Hh instant, I passed through the. .Bocea Tigris, and 
calling to me an inferior. mandarin, slalionocl there, explained to him my 
apprehension, that if the eominunications were cut olf between me and ail 
the people of my nation, at Macao and the other auchorago.s, they w'ould 
believe that f and all the other foreigners wei'c prisoner.s, or alarmed by 
vague reports that our Jives were in iinincdiate j'cril, they would attempt 
a rescue, to tlx' ci'rlain violation of the peaeci between the eountries, and 
to the great increase of our own danger. This I ilcsired him to explain to 
his admiral with my respects. 

1 reached Whampoa at 4 r. ii. of the same day (the 21th), whore I 
learnt, as 1 liad antieiiialcd, that tlu' intercourse between that place and 
Canton h.ad been entirely' cut. off for forty-eight hours. 

Putting on my uniform diiectl}% and phu-ing myself in the gig of 
Her-. Majesty’s sloop Larne, which J had taken u,p with me, w'ith the 
ensign and pendant hoisted, .-ind my C’hinesi^ passport fur the cutter in my 
Iiand, (di'claralory of my' public eharaetor and name.) I jiroceeded fortH^ 
with to the chief mandarin I could (iml in Ijic reach. 

1 told tluit ofilecr that it was my purpose to proceed to C’auton : and 
that njiprehending forcible interj'uption, I had to warn him th.at my' boat 
was unarmed, that my purposes were peace and the protection of my 
eouritrynien, tluit f should olfei' no resistance, but that it was my resolu- 
tion to reael^tfu sc faetories, or to sacrifice my life in the attempt. I there- 
fore culled u[)on him not to lose one moment in •forwarding e.\[n’esses to 
.advertise the officers ol‘ the various .staliop's not to fire upon me. 

. Disregard iug kis earnest di.ssuasion, 1 procet'ded on immediately' in 
the cutter to rfie usual anchorage, about four niilesi'rom these factories. At 
that ]i()int' 1 was again ap()roachcd by several armed boats; but pursuing a 
similar course oC.,iTprescntation, I entered tlu^ gig, and proceeded ujtvvai'ds 
with all possible ciilcrity, pulling and sailing. Xt my nearer approach to 
til c faetorU's. armed boats pushed out from every side, but the admirable 
sleaiiincss of the four people, of the Larne, aiuta commanding favourable, 
‘brec/e, enabled roc to balHethc attempts to obstruct me ; and at about 6 p.m., 
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li4)u^hed into those stairs, to the ^rdat relief bf toy distressctl try toco, 

mamy of whom had watched the latter part of.'toy approach with feelings 
of kecMiest solicitude. • 

The top-mast of the flag-stalfhad hci'n struck since the execution ; but 
1. immediately desirc<i that the boat’s ensign should be taken uji and made 
fast to the lower masthead : for I well knew, iny Lord, that there? is a sense 
of support in the sight of that honoured flag, fly where it will, that none can 
feel but men who look upon it in .Some such dismal strait as oiir's. 

T!ih*stato of intcnsctlistress in which I found the whole foreign eom- 
laiinity will be explicable to Her Majesty’s tiovernmeut. when I inform 
your Lordship that the aetual pressing difliciilly was the obstinate demand 
that Mr. L. Dent, one of our mo.st respected merchants at Canton, should 
proce(*.d into the city, ami {ittcnd the lligli C^omniissioner’s tribun.al. 

The accompanying notes, however, taketj liy the Secretary, Mr. LlmsUe, 
will furnish a detailed account of the proceedings, which immediately pre- 
ceded my arrival in Canton. 

My tirst step was to go to Mr. Dcnl-’s house with my countrymen ; and 
taking him under my arm. 1 brought him to this liall. where hy Clod’s, 
gracious mercy lie still remains. Most anxious, however, to avoid all just 
imputation of impraidicjiliility, I immediately signilied to the llong incr-, 
chants, for communication to the Clovcrnincnt. my readiness to lei Mr. 
Dent go into the city »tv7/< me, .'ind upon the rlistinct written stipulation,, 
(scaled with the High (.'ommissioncr’s signet.) tlial he was never to lie 
removed for one moment out »f my siglit. 

T then assemliled the whole foreign rommunity in C.’anton, and read-, 
ing to them my eiriuilars issued at Macao, enjoined them' all to be mode- 
r.-ito, (inn, ami united. I had the satisfaction to dissolve the meeting in a. 
c.almer .state of mind than had subsisted for sever, al days past . 

The native servants were taken from us, ami the supplies cut off on 
the same night : luit it was declared by the merchants, that the orders had 
been issual in the cou’rseof the morning, by i-oason of Mr. Dent’s opposi- 
tion to llie High (.'onimissioncr’s .summons. 

An arc of connected boats was formed, lilled with armed men, the 
extremes of which tomdi the'east ami west points of the bank of the river 
in the iinmciliatc front of the factories, cutting off .a segment of the stream 
from the main body ; the sijuare, and the rear of the factories, are occupied 
in considerable force ; and belbrc the gate of thi.s hall the whole body of 
Hong merchants and ;i large guard arc posted d.ay a.nd night, the latter 
with their swords eonstantly drawn. In short, so close an imprisonment 
of the foreigners is not recorded in the history of our previous intercourse 
with this empire. 

The series of papers from No. 13 to 2(>‘is my corresjKmdence with the 
goverunieul since my arrival in*Canton this day week, with the exception 
of No. 20, whicli is a most momentous cireidar to Her Majesty’s subjects, 
requiring the surrender iJito my hands, for the service of Her .Majesty’s 
Government, of all the Uritish opium actu.ally on the coasts of China at 
that date. 

. The justification of this immense rc.sponsi))ility will need more full 
development than it would be desirable, or indeed jiraetieable, to make in 
)ny prc.sent condition. I am without doubt, however, that the safety of a 
great mass of human life hung upon my dot enni nation. For if I had 
commenced with the denial of my conlroul over the subject, the High Com- 
missioner would have seizeil that pretext for reverting to his* measures of 
intimidation against individual merchants, obviously the original purpo.se, 
but which my sudden appearance jiad disturbeil. If 1 had persevered in 
this course of representation, he wouhl have forced the whole into submis- 
sion by the protracted confinement of the persons he should d^'tcrminc to 
seisce ; and, judging from the tenor of his proclamation and general conduct, 
T am fully warranted in saying by the sacrifice of their lives. 

The:‘forccd and sej)aratc surrender of all this immensely valuable pro- 
perty by individual merchants, without security of indemnity and protec- 
tion, must have led to some dpperatc commercial convulsion in India and 
l^hgland, which might have embarrassed the Queen’s Government in an 
incalculable degree. ' *’ * 
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In a few words then, my Lord, I may say, that I plainly perceived 
the moment had arrived for placing, the whole weight of the immense 
didieulties to be encountered, on the only foundation where it could safely 
rest; namely, u])on llu! wisdom, justice, and power of Her Majesty’s 
Government. 

1 have written tlius far. my Lord, at various snatches during a roost 
anxious week, and it is my present purpose to continue this narration from 
this dale, a.s circumstances of moment present themselves. • 


Canton, April 2, 1839. 

lie! ween the 30th rdtimo and the present riate, the negociations, your 
.Lordship will observe, have been confined entirely to the modeof ilelivering 
the opium. 

His FiXcellency demands tliat the ships should come up so close to 
the Boguc. as to place them almost under the guns of the fortresses; and 
he insists that I shall forward tlie merchants’ orders for delivery to the 
respective commanders to (he ofiic'crs of the Govcrnimmt, so that they 
may forthwith take them to the ships and rc'ceive the opium ; all of ns 
remaining in onr presetil imprisonimmt till ihcMvIiole amount be delivered. 

1 m^ed bardly observe to vonr Lordship, that it is not my purpose to 
accept conditions of release, which would pjaec all the Itritish .shipping in 
(•bina at the clispo.sal of this (lovermimn#, and completely <?X[)ose the 
transactions of the merchants c)f myc’ountry- 

Bui being anxious, for obvious and very urgent rc-asous, to fulfil my 
obligations with all praclical)lc dispatch, your Lordship will perc*eivc that 
i have submittc'd the single mode of effecting the objec t. 

The only incidents of intcrcist affecting our general situation siiur, 1 
last wrote, are the permission to purchase food, and the entrance, from 
time to time, of Coolic's. undc*r strict survc‘illanct*, to remove (be foul linen. 
In other respects, the bloekado is increasing in closeiu'ss. Scraps of 
intelligence, however, have rcachc'd us, br(.)ug|it up by C’biuc.‘S(^ insegar,s, 
and- in other adroit modes, from Whampoa, to the 31st ultimo; and from 
Mneaej to thec 30th. All was traiu|uit at either point when those ticiiiig.s 
left ; but the painful anxiety of our families and countrymen will f)o 
conc('iva!)le to Her Majesty’s Government. * 

I should not omit to mc'ntion to.your Lordship that the Commissioner 
yesterday caused his aciciressc's to me to be publicly {ilaearded, but not 
my replic's. I am credibly informed that the; publicity of his own papers 
hns by no means had the desired efiect of inciting the* people; of the 
country against me. but the contrary. 

Her Majesty’s (iovcriini<;nt will do m«; the honour to observe, that f 
hav'c studiously ab.stained from noticing the High Commissioner’s insult- 
ing language, palpably put forward to provoke me ; and that I have not 
.consideix’d my situation was a suitable one for answering his argu- 
mentation. 

This is the first time, in our iiilercoiirsc with this Empire*, that its 
Governnieut has taken the uu|)rovokcd- initiative; in aggressive; measures 
against British life*, liberty, and property, and against the dignity of the 
British Crenvn. I say uiiproroked. advisedly, because your Lordship will 
observe, in my address to tlie Keun-Min-Foo, dated at Macao, on 22nd' 
ultimo, that I otlercd to adjust all things peaeol’idly, by the fulfihnent of 
the Emperor’s will, as soon as it was made known to me. 

Her Majesty’s Governnumt may, he assulrd (hat there shall be no 
pretext e»f unse;rmly violcne-c or iiileKiperanec of tone on my part, to help 
the vindfoation of the actual policy,. They have deprived us of our<i 
liberty, anel our lives arc in their haneis; but our reason, and above all, our 
dutiful confiflence in (he (^«i(;en’.s gracious prote*ction, will remain with iis.' 

My owii life has been pa.s.scel in the public service, and I should be 
unpardonable indeed, if I did not remember and stoitdily act upop the 
rctiollcction, that the response to these pracccdingp..is the high attribute 
■ of Her Majesty. 
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. t Canton, 1 p.m., April 3, 1839.* 

The High Commissioner h;is aoeedwl to the arrangements proposed 
in my mcmoramluin. No. 2S ; nnd Mr. Johnson leaves me at 4 p. m. this 
day, for Macao, by the inside passage, accompanicti l)y the oHicers. 

f havc&e., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent. 


Inclosure I in No. 14C. 

Messrs. Bell and others, Tfer Majestifa Subjects, to A. It. Johnston. K.sq., 
* Deputjf Superintendent. 

Sir, Canton, February 2G, J839. 

A CROSS and shocking outrage against tlie Ibreign- community 
having been perpetrated by tlic t'hinese aulhorilics, in causing a man to 
be strangled this afternoon in front of the factori<‘s, \\c, the undersigned 
British subjects, most earne.stjy request that the BrilisI) flagmav not again 
be hoisted until reference has been made to Her Majesty’s Chief Super- 
intendent. 

[Signed by all the Britisli sid>j(>cts in Canton.) 


Inclosure 2 in No. 14(>. 


Messrs. Bell and others, ITer Majesty's Subjects, to A. R. Johnston, Esq. 


Sir, 


Canton, February 28, 1839. 


INEORMATION having been recoivc<l of the arrival of Her Ma- 
jesty’s sloop Larne, in the Macao Roads, as also that her stay there was 
likely to be very short, we, the undersigned British merchants, respect- 
fully request that jou v/ill represent to Her Majesty’s Senior Superin- 
tendent, that we are of opinion that the presence of a naval force in the 
waters of China is at all times desirable, but more especially st) under the 
present very'' unsatisfactory position of our commercial rclatit)ns with the 
Chinese Government ; and that the services of the Larne should be made 
available for the protection of British interests. 

• We have, &c., 

(Signed) BELL &, Co., and otheix. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 146. 

Captain Elliot to Messrs. Bell and others. Her Majesty's Subjects. , 

Gentlemen,- . *, CanUm, March 2. IBZ9. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your letter of tfie 2Cth ult., to the 
address of the Deputy Superintendent, and I beg to acquaint you that it 
is not, |ny intention to hoist the British Hag at Canton in the present 
p()Sture of circumstances, 1 am sensible. Gentlemen, of the extreme hazard 
to which ‘fhe; lives and property of the whole foreign community arc 
?'|iexpoked4»y Ihc recun'ence o^ so dismal and excitiiig an event as that \i-'nich 
"Torms the subjeqt ofyour letter. And it will be my duty to make an early 
communication to Her Majesty’s subjects, in explanation of the proceed* 
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ings 1 propose to take, for, jlea^og.the Governor to refrain from measures 
that cannot fail to burden His' Excellency with the responsibility of some 
terrible catastrophe. , 

I llJXVC &c. 

(Signed) ’ CHARLES EIJJOT, 

Chief Supprintendent. 


' Inclosure 4 in No. 146. 

. Captain Klliot^ Messrs.. Beil and others.. Her Majesty's BultjecM. . 

Gentlemen,, ■ Canton, March '2^ 

1 HAVE had the honour to receive your letter to the address of MV. 
’’.Tohnston, upon the subject of Her Majesty’s sloop hurne's continuance 
on this station ; and in rejdy, 1 beg* to acquaint you that I. had already 
inovcd Captain Blake to remain, for the jnirpose of affording nic an oppor- 
tunity to communicate ivith tlie (\>minandcr-in-Cluef, and the BritLsh 
Indian Goverhmerit, from this place. 

The period of her further delay must be regulated with careful atten- 
tion to the orders under Avhich that offieer is acting in the furtherance of 
the other exigencies of the public service, as well as by circumstances on 
thte si>ot, of which I am not 'yet iii a situation to judges* 

1 may observe, hoivever, tliat my ehiiff object in requc.sting Captain 
Blake to rcniain, ^Y^ls to afford time for exact reports to the authorities 
a.l>Ovc-mehti6ncd, in onler that such immediate and effectual steps 
may l>e taken for' the protection of British interests in this quarter, as may 
be necessary in the emergencies of the ease. 

T liavp 

(Signed) ’CHARLES ELLIOT, 
Chief Superintendent. 

Inclosure 5 in No, 146. 

Notice to Her Majesty's Subjects. 

Circular. Canton, March 4, 1839. 

THE execution' of a criminal in this square on the 26th ultimo, 
renders it the duty of the Undersigned to submit a few renicVks to Her 
Majesty’s subjects^ 

In his own judgment, the purpose of this most humiliating^event was 
not only to intimidate, hut to degrade, dnd render hatcfiJ^thc whole 
foreign community in the sight of the native population. S^^her can he 
doubt that its tacit admission would lead to still graver pai^^cs. 

Her Majesty's subjects may be assured that'-he will fail to lay 
these convictions before the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs. 

Impressed by the persuasion, however, that the recurrence of sucli.ayi 
outrage would lead to some siuUlcn and deplorable catastrophe, he flnas .it 
■necessary to make an immediate communication to the Governor.; ' But he 
has been careful to leave the treatment of the late event to the uncmibar- 
rassed dispoJial of his own and the other Western Governments, whose 
flags haye been subsequently lowered. 

He considers it due to his countrymen to promulgate a copy of his 
address to the Governor on this occasion. 

' (Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent of the Trade of 
British Subjects in China. 
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Itjclosure 6 in No. 1|6. ' 

• * ’ V 

Captain Elliot to the Governor of Canton. 

Cantont Marvh 4, 1830 . 

THE l!)ndcrsigned, &c., &c., presuming to offer no. objections to the 
right ol^this Government to execute native criminals wheresoever it may 
think fit, within the limits of the Empire, desires only to.observc, that no 
such circumstances have ever had place in the immediate vicinity of the 
foreign dwellings, until the 26th idtimo, during an int^eoursc of nearly 
tjwo hundred years ; and he has now to recpicst, on ’4he belialf of the 
Government of his nation, that his Excellency will be pleased to ordeif 
their future discontinuance in this situation. 

A native of the wcs.tern countries, your Evecllency will hold -the 
Undersigned excused for oiiscrving that, agreeably to the genius of those 
people, nothing could lie more harassing to them than the execution of a 
criminal before their doors. 

He dares not conceal from your Excellency a very general impression* 
upon the part of the foreign community, that the considerate protection 
of this Government is in a great degree withdrawn from them. 

The cfiect of such feeling need not be pressed upon the attention of a 
high officer, versed in the government of men. It deprives the wise and 
the thoughtful of their just and restrauiing influence, and renders the rash 
desperate. 

The Undersigned is afraid, therefore, that it would be impossible to 
stay the hands of every excited indi\idual, in such a crisis of intense agita* 
tion, as another execution before these factories would produce; andone 
fatal blow might lead to death, destruction of nropcrly, and disturbance of 
.• the lower orders of the native population, whicn the most anxious eflbrts of 
the honourable officers could not prevent. 

These are the profound sentiments of his heart ; and claiming, as the 
officer of his nation, the protection of the great Emperor, the Undersigned 
must, once more, request your E.xccileney to .signify to him the calming 
declaration, that it is not the purpose of this wise and just government to 
leave the whole foreign community expjxsed to the most imminent risks 
of disaster. 

’ '■ The Un<lei’J?igned avails himself of this occasion to offer to your 
Excellency the, renewed expressions of his Jiighest consideratii>n. * 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 




Inclosurc 7 in No. 146. 

Notice to Her Majesty's Subjects. 

Circular. Canton, March 9, 1839. 

WITH reference to his circular of the 4th instant, the Undersignwl 
ha,s now the honour to promulgate a copy of his Address to tlie Governor, 
concerning the late execution before these factories. * , 

And having this <ljiy ascertained, by a formal message from his 
>'Exeellency, that he does* not profmsc to reply to him in a dire« t shape, it 
only remains for the Undersigned’ to announce to Her Majesty’s subjects 
his otvn intention Ho report the' circumstance to Her Maje.s4y’s Govern • 
«mettt by the earliest opjmrtunity.' 

To this representation' 'he will join his own strong opinion, that the 
lives nud^ properties of the whole foreign community would be expo.;eil to 
perilous jeopardy on every repeated occasion of an execution in the same 
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Pending further inistruction^.fjrom his Government, his own addres^ 
has served the purpose of a protest, which was the maiu object of its 
transmission. ’ •> * . , 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent, 


Inclosure 8 in No. Id6. *• 

. • 

Captain Elliot to the Governor of Canton. 

Macao, March 12, 1839*. 

THE Undersigned, &c,, &c., being on the point of communicating 
with tho; Government of his nation, and the high officers of the Govern- 
ment of India, and the chief in command of the naval forces, and having 
his mirid agitated by many doubts and fears, has once morb to address 
your Excellency upon the .subject of his address of the Ith instant. 

It is ids duly to lay before your Excellency his strong conviction that 
the (io\’(;rnment of his nation will regard the unprecedented execution of 
a erindnal before the foreign dwelling houses, to be an outrage upon the 
feelings and dignity of all the Western Governments whose (lags were 
recently flying at ('auton. 

And for the sake of that peace and good will which has subsisted for 
one hundred and several tens of years, the , Undersigned has again 
respectfully and anxiously to reiiuest that y our Excellency will be pleased 
to forward him a calming declaration through the honourable ollicers, in 
order that he may report to the high ollicers of his own nation, the needless- 
ness of immediate and direct appeals to the great Emperor for protection. 

The cruixer of his natiotj is detained for your Exeellency’s reply, and 
the Undersigned having received the same, will immediately make th© 
necessary statement, and she will then sail away. 

(Signed) , CllAlll.ES ELLIOT. 


Inclosure 9 in No. 146. 

Captain Elliot to the Governor of Canton, 

Macau, March 22, 1839. 

THE Undersigned, &,c., &c., serionsfy disturbed by the unusual 
assemblage of troops, ships of war, lire-vcssels, and other menacing pre- 
parations, and, above all, by the unprecedented and unexplained measure 
of an execution before the factories at Canton, Ip the destruction of all 
confidence in the just and moderate dispositions of the provincial autho- 
rities, has now the honour to demand, in the name of4he Sovereign of his 
nation, whether it is the purpose of His Excellency the Governor to Itnake 
war upon the men and ships of his nation in this empire? 

lie claims immediate and calming assurances upon this subject ; aiid 
he has at the same time to declare his readiness to meet the officers of tha 
Provincial Government, and to lise his sincere efforts to fulfil the pleasuee 
of the great Emperor, as soon as it is made knowp to him. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

t 

(A copy of the same was sent to the KeunTMia-Eoo.) 
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Inclosurc 10 in No, 146. 

Notices to Her Majosty^s Siilgects. 

Circtilar. Macao, March 22, 1839. 

THE Chief Superintendent of the trade of British subjects in 
China, having received information that Her Majesty's subjects arc de- 
taiAcd. against their will in Canton ; and having r)ther urgent rcas(ms for 
the vyithdravval of all confidence in the just and inodcraie dispositions of 
the provincial government, has now to require that all the ships of Her 
Majesty’s subjects at the outer anchorages, should proceed forthwith to 
Hong Kong, and, hoisting their national colours, be prepared to resist 
every act of aggression on the part of tin; (’hinese Cjovernincnt. 

fn the atjsence of Captain Blale^ of Her Majesty’s sloop, Larne, 
Captain Parry of the Hercules, will make the necessary dispositions 
for putting {he ships in a posture of defence ; and in the absence dl Captain 
Parry, that duty will devolve on Captain Wallace of the Mermaid. 

And the Chief Superintendent, in Her Majesty’s name, requires all 
British subjects, to whom these presents may come, to respect the authority 
of the persons herein charged with the duty of provicling for the pro- 
tection of British life and property. 

Given under ray hand and seal of olfice, at Macao, this twenty-second 
day of March, one thousand eight huntlred and thirty-nine. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

(L.S ) Chief Superhifeiident of (he Trade of 

British Subjects iri China. ► 


Afrtcao, Mf/rc/t23, 1839. 

THE considerations that have moved the Umlcrsigned to give public 
notice to all Her Majesty's subjects, that he is witho'ut confidence, in the 
justice and moderation of the provincial government, arc :• — 

The dangerous, unprecedented, and unexplained circumstance of a 
public execution before the factories at Canton, to the imminent hazard of 
life and property, and total disreganl of the honour and <lignitv of his own, 
and the other western goveVnmcnts, whose flags were recently flying in 
that square ; the unusual assemblage t>f tnjops, vessels of w'ar, firc-slups, 
arid other menacing preparations; the communication, by the command 
of the provincial government, that in the present posture of affairs, the 
forcigner.s were no longer to seek for passports to leave Cantini (according 
to the genius of our own countries, and the principles of reason, if not an 
act of declared war, at least. its immediate and inevitable preliminary); 
and lastly, the threatening langniige of the High Commissioner and pro- 
.vincial. authorities, of the most general application, and dark and violent 
character.. • 

Holding it, therefore, impossible to maintain continued peaceful 
, int^coursc with safety, honoii.r, or advautage, til) d<dinitcand .satisfactory 
^explanations have ^ssed in all these particulars, both as respects the past 
and the future, the Undersigned has now to give further notice that he 
shall forthwith demand passports for all such of Her Majesty’s subjects 
'.as may think lit to proceed outside, within the space of ten days frorti the 
date that his application reaches the government; such diUc Hereafter to 
be made known. • ' 

j And he has to cQuhsel and .enjoin all Her Maje.sty's subjects, in urgent 
terms, to make immo<liate proparations for moving their projierty on 
board the ships.t Reliance, Orwell, and Georp;e thf: Fourfh. or other 
British vessels .at Whampoa, to be conveyed to Macao; forwarding him; 
without del.ay, a sealejd declaration, and a list of all actual claims against 
Chinese subjects, together with an estimate of all loss or d.amagc to be 
suffered by r'eason of these proceedings of the Chinese, (iovernmonl. 

,\Qd he has further to give notice, that the Portuguese f iovern- 
ment of thui .settleiheutT has already pledged itself to fdford lle^ 
Majesty’s supjegts resident, here, every protection in its power, so long 

.'.'A' 3 A 2 • ^ 





as -tibey/ shall be spni^uing; no,couti5a>of ti^alHc withiB'the’ limits of tHfij: 
settlemeftt'at .variance withxthaiawa of this, empire. ' And bc;;has:.;mogtts 
especially to warn Her-Majesty's subjectsi; that such strung 'measutesasrit^’ 
maty lie neeeasary to adopt on. the? part of Her Majesty’s Government, 
without further n6tice than the' present; -cannot he prejudiced by their 
continUedvresidence in Canton (beyond the period now fixed), upon their 
own responsibility, or without further guarantees from the Undersigned. 

And lie has further to ciyc notice, that if the passports should be 
refused for more than three days "from the date that his application sliall 
reach the provincial government, he will be driven to the 'conclusion that 
it is their purpose to detain all Ucr Majesty’.^ ■ subjects as ' hostages ; and 
to endcavtnir to intimidate them into unsuitable (rouccssions and terms, by 
the restraint^of , their persons, o.r by violence upon their lives property, 
or by thh death of nativp nicrelvnts in immediate .eonnexibn with them 
both by tics of friendship and ofinlercst ; or by the like treatment of their 
native, servants, , , . 

• The^ Undersigned, iri conclusion, most respectfully submits these 
olrscrvatjons to the attcution of: all the fpi^‘.ign,ers ip .-China;,, ajid, .the 
respective governments [lieingj ; closejy .united by a. community of feeling ,. 
and interests, not only jii .their owp (piartors of the globe, but most 
especially,. in this peculiar country, he, fetils that he is performing an act of 
duty in offering thcin every . jiuihble assistance in Jiis power, bn this 
and . all similar .occasions,. U'hen they may , be Qf bpinioii that he can be 
usefulto them. , ,, 

.,(jiyen vindcr my iiand apd seal of oflicc, at Macao, thi.s twenty-third 
day of Afarch, one tfjiousand ciglit hundred and thirty-nine. ‘ 

. v.-.n,,? - ;. ; CHARLES ELLIOT. 

(L.S.) ' Chief Superintendent pf the Trade of 

• (, lii\\if^h.Subjecls in China, 

i . . ; , Ipclosurc Jl inXd. i^,- 

Guptam Elliot to P, J', Blake, Esq., Gotnnifinder of Jfer Majesty’s 
■' sloop haxnc.: \ 

» • , / ,1 f • 5 • , ' . . . . , 5 . ^ ; 

Sir, ' ; ; ; i ■ < . . i Macao, March 23, ISdH).. > 

j various and unrescryed conferences 1 have had the honour to ^ 

have with you, oii the present <?xtreinoly disquieting state of ' oimim-, 
stances,, preclude the .necessity: of recapitulating thb reasons' which cOm- '' 
pel 'mc to proceed forthwith tp Whampoa for tlic relief of Her Majesty’s 
subjects, from, their, actual restrained and dapgorbus' situation. ‘ ' ' ' 

]And if you shall not hear from me in some certain and h&suririg- 
manner,, within the space of six d.iiys.from the date of this communication, ’ ^ 

I trust,, that you. .will proceed Jn .Her Majesty’s .sloop under your command, ' ^ 
to tKe Bocca Tigris, and, falling such authentic; accbuiits qf the safety and 
free iOgency of ,all , Her jyiujesty’s subjects within those forts', front the' ■' 
Chinese, admiral, as may be satisfac\to.rv. tp. you; Wihust ,beg^' you’. will ■,'[ 
consider us to be prisoners, aud adopt such immediate proceedings for biir 
relief as, may seem suitable, to ybii. ' , , , ; 

Cordially assenting with me in the propriety of aybicling-aliy ithne-^'’^ 
cessary or ostensible , intercourse, with the 'Briii.sh shipping at the outside • 
anchorages (many of. .which have no doubt been engaged ib the illicit*'' 
traffic), it is at tlie same time most satisfactory to me to rcfle(:f,"'fhat’iri the * 
event of any well-sustained evidence of hggres.dve attcriipts,‘;lfliritish life' 
and uropt;rty will hayc the benefit of all ‘the prpteciipn aiixl cbuntcnancc' ’ " 
•which you cim affprd. . , 

In touching ,this delicate apd difficult subject, t shbutd perhaps again -'t 
remind you, -that most of the ships engaged in the regular tradp, arc ”^; 
accustomed to anchor at the usual outside statibnS, botn Uppp arriving^ ”? 
•And putting ..to sea. ... , 

' I hold it my duty to you to state that 1‘shali^ wuHtigly taktf the' fill! & 
, responsibility of any proceedings you may h^^arV tb*adb]^‘ ' 011 ''^" 
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acOTfenfc of ;thQ«e rreqiiraltiimai': Atid ^ineiirfaftV ^ 

: embawassirtg ditt*«ihstaBccf8i >th^^ havo ^tiisifasilstaiice* of an officer in < ■; 
w***se/aeai <and ability jI may- jnstly.repio&e entire* polifiderice. 

■••.««••, ...i ,>rf --.M -j., Miave,-&c.*hrt .,.f >■. •• 

.>(Signed> , CHARLES ELLIOT, 

'i ; M. : : ! i - Chief- Sii^rintendmL 

t‘r>- - ■■ ■•. •<-• • 

!■; ; ■ ! . ■>;';-{• -.,■>< ..., 

= oi i. ‘"j (!f,v '■<{■! ,■■ 'i' .. ■ ■ h .V 

■Inclosnre'’12 In K(i;4'46. wjt 

‘‘■■r ' -'I'ir ! :»r Mni j at - ' 

Mek of Proceedmgs at^^ Sdtiir'ifay; March 1839, ifa/ten*' " 

. hif Mi\ ElthilieJ kccijdtdf^nd' Treasure}'. ‘ ' 

. THIS day at lO A; >{., the Hong; mbi'ChWtg repaired to the hodke of 
Mr; Dent, Howqna' Senior ami Jitaiidhi’in 'MbWqiia appedruiff with 'lrdn 
chain^ round their necks, and also .wipi the’ ftirthcr degradation of l>eing’’ 
deprived of theii’ buttons of rank. ' Iliiw'qua’s’scra, Mowqu'a. and Gowqua !' 
werq also degraded and dasit irt^o prison. The visit to Mr. Dent \Vas by ‘ 
the express order of thb High Comrtiissioner, to coiftmand Mr.' Dent to go'' 

■ into thtj city iinmediatcly, tha^he might be confronted with his Excellency. ' 
The majority of the foreign, comlhUhity. had already a!«semblcd‘%t Mr. 
Dent’s, and, it was depyiOd. ipost’ advisable, ’tnat they sf/ditld 'cdlleiJt ' ifi'st^ ’ 
separate room from tHO Ifohg merbhaiits,' and that the following question 
should be ]Wt to them : : ^ ‘ ' 

Shall' Mr. Dent cohi'pl Nyith’ the commands of the Commissioner, 
or not ? 

It was unanimously cafyifeijl, that My, Dent should not comply, unless 
under the written and sealed^ ’gfudranfec 'that hb fehould be treated witli 
respect, antj also that he shopld be permitted to return home after the 
conference. This decision Was cohVeycd' to the‘ ffon'g tACrchants.; They 
said that Howqua and Mandarin Mow^tia wamld lose their heads if Mr. 
Dent did not eom()Iy with the commands from the Commissioner, and that 
they IcOuld not venture apply for the required guarantee. After con-. >;. 
sideyablc .delay, a, dpputatipn of foreigners, accompanied by linguists, 
procec.ded to the Consop, House,'to eiiiilain' to the KWfiLtig-Chdw-E^’ and 
othey'p.fficeySf^tbc objjpctipns'Di^^^^^^^ Had 'to allowing Mr. Dent to’ ■ 

comply. wUh tlijQ'cpir^mands;,,m *. ]Hp,od these objections being’’ '' 

made known, the ly wahgjChpw- Epo 'roqubsied an' officer bdohg;ihg to the' 
high Cpjpmissidner’s. Lsu'iie; 'witK the ’ Nnihhoy, dhd ah officer from ’ (he ' 
Hoppp’s pfppe, to repair' iyid agsiiri c(hliy'cr the cbmmah^^ Mr. DCnt, 
and ip.aiifiiohi^h him, iii the' presence' ^ ihq forCigiioi'S, oh ' the' necessity ' ’ 
of p)(>eyrag, 1 yips summons beiiijlf'it^ dirfectly inade^to' ' 

Mr. i3e|ij;,,i^ v^ps fought ’adyjisablc^^^^^^ to’ Solicit the- opinion ’'iif 

the . cphiinunjity,', when samp UnnniinoitW''fecltog‘ p that MiV\ 

Dent ^lipuld pot gp.hftp, the citvs-pnle^ \Vith a special seahkL guarantee ^ 
from the Hipi Com'ihfesioiier." "This dPterhiination' being rCpbated tP these' 
three officers, .they declared and called .hcabCn to witness, that they would 
safely condupt.ahd 'fim back ,Mivf)cnL The' ifrespdrisibility of these 
officers yvas, taken into .consideration,’ ‘ and thb CPram unity still, adheted to 
their' ileterminatipp. TKc.^officersSyerc left in a room consulting together, 
and after a lapse U' a.fcw nunufe expressed a wish to see Mr. Dent 
once, mprp,, when (lie efhberlielpnpkg to the Comihissioncr’s suite spoke 
for a very considetoble " time,' 'giving his' a.^surahce in' •every’’ Svay, and ’ 
pledging .his. own .w:ord, for .the. safety; of Mr. Dent’s rfettirh. "All thqsc’' 
assurahcefi were of no ayail ^’ and after Mr. Dent had expensed his regipt 
that a /nrther time cou^ jiiqt be; ’aljowed * for .the arrangement ; of so ’ 
important a question as vhe one oh hand, he withdrew from the presence" 

;of the t^cers./ l.t;,wa|!ivowmo.stdjstinctly affirmed by the officers, that- ’ 
"topy cbiji^. hpt tPok Mr. Dent, and that they 
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must use force tocoihpel him to go. Waiting, however, for .albout half an 
hoiir, and finding Mr. Dent would hot go, they wished to conduct it .den- 
tation of foreignci-s. to the presence of 'the Kwang Chow Foo, at ^le 
Consoo House, that they might state to that officer, upon what conditionfd 
Mr. Dent would comply with the commands. Many gentlemen .accom- 
panied tliesc ollicers, and distinctly stated to the Kwang Chow Foo what 
the whole foreign community required. All the officers at the Consoo 
House said that they could not obtain or even ask His Exccljeuey for a 
guarantee, bu,t they all expressed a rc<iucst that Mr, Morri.son should 
accompany them to the <aty : this request was instantly'denied ; because 
Mr. Morrison had already been detained for about an hour against his 
w in the C\)nsoo House, in the forenoon of this da}^ and was liberated 
by the Deputy Superintendent and the Secretary to the Superintendents. 
And it was strongly suspectecHihat he was to be kept as a hostage for 
Mr. Dent. 

Mr. Inglis proposed that three other gentlemen, with himself, should 
be allowed to accompany the Kwang Chow Foo into the i?ity: this w'as 
instantly coiuiedcd, and Messrs. Inglis, Thom, Slade, and Fcaron were to 
form the party; they were conducted through the back door of the Consoo 
House, entered the Chuk-lan gate, walked up the street, and took the 
first turning on the right, and soon passed the Viceroy’s palace; and after 
turning on the left, they drew uj) and were taken into the temple dedicated 
to the Queen of Heaven (teen hau koong). The Kwang Chow Foo h.ad 
already arrived at this temple. He put these gentlemen in charge of the ‘ 
Hong, merchants, and went to report to the Iligh Commissioner ; during 
his absence, these gentlemen were shown to a very pretty part of the 
temple, and introduced to priests, who treated them kindly with sweet- 
meats, tea, &c; After groat delay, the noise of gongs, and shoutings, 
intimated the approach of the following officers: — Pooching-s7,e, or 
Fingnfcial Commissioner; Ancha-sze, or . I udicial Commissioner; Yen Yun- 
87,e, or Salt ' Commissioner : and Leang-tadtt, or Grain (.’ommissioner. 
These officers took their respective .seats in a line, but leaving the Kwang 
Chow Foo, and Wei Yune, or a dcputeil officer, to sit on a bench in 
another part of the hall, evidently as if they were of loo inferior degree to 
sit on a level with the former officers. All forms of etiquette, &c. being 
arranged, Mr. Thom was ushered by the head linguist into the presence 
of these officers, and the following questions [uit to him direct. “What 
is your name? What country do you belong to? &c., &.c. Why does 
Mr. Dent not come ? ” ' 

Mr. Thom said that all foreigners thought Mr. Dent would be 
detained, and therefore they would not allow him to come. Detain him or 
not detain him, he is guiliy of showing the greatest disrespect for not 
obeying the eomraaiids from the High •C’ommissioncr,— was the reply, 
ilcrc Mr. Thom begged to say. that Mr. Dent ha<l not the most distant 
intention of showing any disrespect; that this question was one of the 
utmost importance ; that Mr. Dent and his countr^i^men were all of opinion, 
and under the apprehension, that the High Commissioner wished to detain 
Mr. Dent until a certain quantity of opium be c^mliscaled, as they had 
heard it reported, the High Commissioner imaging Mr* Dent had 6,000 
chests of opium. 

The Ai)cJm-s7.e replied, that this is no report, but a certainty ; that the 
High Commissioner 8 eyes arc very sharp, and his ears very long; that he 

he had resided in China many years; that the High Comipissioner held 
positive and c.xplii it ordc-rs from the .Fmperob to put down the opium 
trade, and that he was possessed of powers quite unlimited and eAtraOfw 
dinary, a?irf that he wished to admonish Mr. Dent, and also to inquire . 
into the nature of his business; lhat Mr. Dent must be Confronted uith the 
FiWh Commissioner; that if he did not consent, he should be dragged out“! 
of his house by force; and, consequently, the High Commissioner^ would 
— kill him. One of the officers remarked, that if Debt 

e the Comroissipiif^lhe trade 



367 


> Siijailar questions .to the above were put, .to the other gentlemen,, but 
thTW^h on.o of the linguists : this inedo of .intefptotution is always very 
cc|oTU86a, and causes so much misunderstanding, that the examinations - 
aare better omitted. , ' 

After a detention of about three hours, the wliole party returned 
under the escort of an officer. • 

(Signed) EDWARD jELMSLIE, 

Secretary and Treasurer. 


Inclosure 13 in 

Captain Elliot to the Goeernor of Canton. 

Canton, March 2^), 183,9. 

rr; 

ELLIOT, &c., moved by urgent considerations aficeting the safety of 
the lives and property of all the men of liis nation, and the maintenance 
of the peace between the tvvo countries, respectfully claims j)assports for 
all the English ships and people at Canton, within the space of tliree days 
that this application reaches ^onr Exccneney’s;hands ; so that they may 
all be set at liberty, and depart outsirlc in peace, with their jirdperty,,' 
within ten <lays after the passports are issued. And .Elliot further., 
requests, that your Excellency will be pleased to grant them boats for 
the removal of their persons and jn'operty, with guards to protect them 
from the violence of the lower orders, .'Vnd if Elliot shall not hear that 
the passports are granted within the space of three days from the date 
that this application rcach^. your Excellency’s han<ls, he will bo reluct* 
antly driven to the conclusion, that the men and sliips of his country are 
forcibly detained, and act accordingly, 

Elliot cannot conceal frdm your Excellency his deep and sorrowful 
conviction, that the peace between the two counlrics is placed in imminent - 
jeopardy by the late unexplained and ‘alarming procreedings of this 
Government. 

And in the name of the Sovereign of his nation, h^ declares himself 
free from the responsibility of all the consequences that may arise. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 


luclosure 14 in No. 146. 

OaptMn Elliot to the Governor of Canton. 

Canton, March 25, 1839. 

ELLICT, &c., sincerely anxious to fulfil the pleasure of the great 
Emperor, as far as it may be in his power, and as soon a.s it is authen- . 
tically made known to him, respectfully requests that your Excellency 
will be pleased to, depute an officer* Jo visit him this day, to the end that 
ail matters may be peacefully adjusted. « , 

And if Elliot is left at liberty to communicate with the men*and ships 
of his, nation at Whampoa, he will solemnly pledge himself. that , he 
will faik^ cnrc that they dp not repair to the Provincial City under, the. 
apprehension that he and all the jwople of his nation are prisoners and' 
without food, .thus pi:pd»<^]DigvConflict and disturbance. 

Elliot * their^efore ' Excellency to let the native servants 

return to their oc^^ations,- *be supply .^of provisipim, and to 
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remove all the j^^i.ers the factories. By sjach^.me^^s*^ 

dence iCnd irhihouillity will be .restored in the minds of all 
.native ajid fo^igS: * ; 

Elliot has in all respects, ^ince he fdlcd the station of Superintendent, 
manifested his earnest desire ro keep tlic peace, and fulfil the pleasure of 
your K;fceUency ; and, as an officer of his country, he now asl^s for rea- 
sonable treatment for himself and all the inen of his nation ^ and claims 
your Excellency’s coiihdence in his peaceful dispositions on this pension 
of perilous jeopardy. . . ^ {■ r , . " . 

Jt may, sometimes happen, when Elliot adclrcsse ilyo nr. Excelleimy 
concerning afraii^, 'that..unsuitablc terms find place in. hW^icimmunicatipns; 
and whenever that be the case, he entreats your Excellency to believe, tjiat 
the circumstance is attributable to the want of perfect familiarity with, ‘the 
native language, and never t(*,any intention to manifest disrespect; to !the 
high officers of this Go vernmenl,' Which would expose him. to the severe 
^^ispleasure of his own Sovereign. 

And he has now tb request that your Excellency will be pleased ,to 
return him the address he submitted this morning, , 

With highest consideration, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


Iiiclosure 15 in No. 146. 


’ » i The Prefect and Commandant of Contort, jointli/, to Captain Elliot. 

' ‘ 'Vi, ‘ • * 

CHOO, Prefect of the department of ‘Rwang Chow, and Han, 
Commandant of the same department, issefe. commands to the English 
Superintendent, Elliot. -for his full information. 

They have received the within official injunction from the' High 
Imperial Commissioner and Governor of Hoo Kwang, his Excellency Lin; 

“ I have received from Tang, the Governor of the two Kwang, the 
followii^ communication : 

“‘On the 25th of March, 18.39, at 1 a.m., the English Superintendent, 
Elliot, addressed me in the following terms: 

{The Address of March _2o {Invlos are 1 . 3 ) Is h^re insefted.l 

“'‘This address having’ duly come before mC’ ihe GbvcMor, 1 have 
given it, my consideration.' 1 find that the foreigners of the nation afore- 
said have’, iii thetr commercial intercoui'se with Kn^^tungf,,jpng enjoyed 
gratifying advantages ; l)ut dpvt thqy ^ave*brdugTi'tjf^iUib~thajt pervading 
poison — to this land thus iVrofiiing 1-^® injury of others. 

That the great" Ehiperbr hns'iibw ' been ^rffeaiied to give to, your Excellency 
a special commission to repair hither and make inquiry, and act in this 
matter. And that, as High Imperial Commissioner, yoii issued an edict, 
promising not to go back into the past, but only rsqpiring that the opium 
already here should be entirely delivered ftp ; that the opium to come should 
be effectually stopped from coming ; and that they should then be enabled 
to continue their trade as usual. These commands, on the I8th of March 
last p.ast, all the Hong to the factories 

and enjoin, U term of three days being prescribed within which to give a 
reply. Upon the 22nd, there was yet no reply.. This was conduct highly 
disobedient and procrastinating. 

“‘Your, Excellency, the High Commissioner, had ascertained that the 
opium bropght by Dent was comparatively in large quantity, and sum- 
moned him to be examined. He, too, procrastinated for three days, and 
has not at all obeyed your commands by appearing. 

“ ‘ In consequence hereof, and in accordance w*th established pre- 
cedents, a temporary embargo was placed on the and the requesting 
of permits to go to Macao was stayed. - ^ 

“ ‘ In perusing now the address^of the ’Sbj^dHntendent, I find no^ 
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giSi'e paiis^Hs ? 

-R'*? K « the style of the 'atlclreKS. there is much that tiiinnbt Iks 

*' 'hriatsretoiKi;" i^s;^ the words ^‘the two counjti^&^j”' i yot 

''the ^anin^W-'^' while bur CclestialCoart has in humble SubmissibS 'to it 
ten. thoft^and .(*,«, all) regions, and the heaven-like goodness of the ^reat 
EBShferor oi’i^l^oWs an, thb nation aforesaid and the Amhri^ans have, by 


commands of ypsi, 


Mim XAiiiv;! LiiOiif 0.1 V iioinvv.f i ioj i/>vu vuuiitiiv 

■ “medmng of the languajjc is ^eatly wanU:ig in perspicuity. 

-'“•It Is most requisite that, in obedienli?© to the comma 
the High Imperial Commissioner, the opium laid up on board. the stoite- 
' 'ships should at once be delivered up to Uovernment, when of course iram.e* 
diate permission will be accorded to apply for permits for the nieii and 
..vessels pf. the said nation to pome and go; and assuredly there shall b6 nc 
caii^eteSs'bbstru'ctiori and delay.'- 

“‘Besides commanding the original merchants, AVoo Tun Allien 
(Howqua, Senior) and his fellows, to enjoin commands on the said Super- 
intendent for his obediehee ; besides too,' instructing the territorial and 
Bnancial Commissioner of Xwangtung. in concert with the judicial 
Commissioner, to give all the -needful commands, it is, also my duty to 
communicate with the High Imperial Commissioner, desiring to give 
him the trouble to examine and cause measures to be taken accordingly.’ 

“ Upon this communication being duly received by mej the Odiftnhis< 
sioner, 1 proceed forthwith" to give injiinctions requiring obedience. Wher 
thpse injunctions reach the Prelect and other aforenamed, let them hninc* 
'i diately issue commamls, rpi^iring that ol>cdlence be paid without fail,’.’ - 

They, the Prefect and Commapdant, having respectfully received thi 
above, proceed forthwith to issue commands., , When these reach the saiti 
Superintendent Elliot, let bim immediately act in obedience to them, and 
speedily take the opium Ipiid up on board the store ships, and at once deliver il 
up to government. Then of course immediate permission will be accorded 
to apply for permits for the men and vessels of his nation to come and go; 

■ and assuredly there shall be no causeless obstruction and delay. 

Be there no opposition to these .special commands. 

Taoukwang, l^th year, 2nd month, 1 1th day, (25th March, 1839.) 

, • , . .. t ‘ (L, S.) of Kvvang Chow Eoo 

- (L. S.) of Kwang Chow -Hw 

; SSHlETrue Transiatio*!. 


. . .. J- Robt. Mobkison,.., 

. Chinese Secretary and. Interpreter. 
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Inclosiu% 16 in No. 146. 

The Prefect of Canton to Captain Elliot. 

CnOO. by special appointment. Prefect of Kwang Chow, tajjing *.vith 
him Lew, the magistrate of Nanhac district, and Chang, the magistrate of 
Pwanyn district, issues commands to the Knglish Superintendent, Elliot, for 
his fail information. 

On the 25th March, 18311, he received the within official injunction from 
his Excellency Tang, Governor the two Kwang. 

“ Upon the 25th March, 183^ I received from Lin, the High Imperial 
Commissioner and Governor of Hookwang, a communication of the follow- 
ing tenor : — “ I received on the 25th Marcli, 1839, at from 1 to 3 a.m,, your 
Excellency’s communication of the following tenor : — 

[The same Address of March 25 (Inclosure 13) is here inserte.d.\ 

“ * Upon the receipt hereof, I have given the subject ray consitleration. 
Elliot having come as English Superintendent into the territory of the 
Celestial Court, how ought he implicitly to obey the laws ? But his country, 
while it intertlicts the lise of opium, lias yet permitted the seduction and 
enticement of the Chinese people. The storc-s*!ii|)s have been long anchored 
in the waters of Kwangtung, yet he has been unable to expel them, or by 
prohibitions to stay their proceedings. I would -ask nhat it is then that 
Elliot superintends? 

“ ' Of ray special mission by the great Emperor, as his Commissioner in 
this province, for inquiring and acting in regard to opium, how can the 
said Superintendent Iks ignorant ? And when, after my arrival here, in place 
of taking the foreigners who dealt in opium, and subjecting them to the 
punishment due by the laws, I turned to issue to them an edict, giving 
them the option to deliver up their opium, and .put a full stop to its future 
ingress, how could he remain unaware of this act of kindness beyond the 
bounds of law? Yet in his address, not one word has he said in reference 
hereto ; assuming the false garb of stupid ignorance. But has he not failed 
indeed to consider, that he, the said Superintendent, having come from 
Macao to Canton, cannot keep himself aloof from this matter? 

‘“The unintelligibleness of the style o^ his address, it is not worth 
while minutely to discuss. Nor is it necessary that I shouhl reiterate the 
commands which I have already given. 

“ ‘ 1 have now merely to lay on Elliot the responsibility of speedily and 
securely ax'ranging these matters, the delivery of the opium, anxl the giving 
of boncls in obedience to my former commands. 

‘“If he can take the opium on board, the store ships, and at once 
deliver it up entirely, it will of course be the duty of me, the Commissioner, 
to give him encouragement and stimulus to exertion. 

“ ‘ Or if he have aught that he would say in thOiway of intreaty, he is 
permitted to make a clear statement thereof. If there be really nothing 
therein inconsistent with the principles of reason, in my equal maintenance 
of perfect justice, bow can I, the Commissioner, be willing in the least to 
oppress? But if he speak not according tfi reason, and imagine, amid the 
darkness of ^ night, to abscond with his inen*, it will show the conviction 
within him that he can have no face to encounter his fellow-men, aikl can 
he be able to escape the meshes of the vast and wide net of heaven ?; 

“ ‘ Having received your Excellency’s c()mmunication'aS abovb, it befits 
me to commjinicate with you in reply, that you may, upon due examina- 
tion, direct the territorial and financial Commissioner; and the judicial 
Commissioner, with the Prefect of Kwang Chow Foo, ip enjoin commands 
upon the said Superintendent, for his implicit obedience.’ . 
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** I, theGovcrnor, having received the above communication, proceed to 
give this injunction, enjoining the Prelect thalj he instantly take with. him 
the two magistrates of Nanhae and Pwanyu ; and in obedience to the 
matter contained in the communication from the High Imperial Commis- 
sioner, proceed to impress on the said Superintendent Klliot the commands, 
that they may be without fail obeyed.” ♦ 

He (the KwangChow Foo) having received this, forthwith issues cora- 
When these reach the said Superintendent Elliot, let him pay 
immediate obedience. 

Be there no opposition to these special commands. * 

Taoukvvang, 19th year, 2nd month, 12th day (2Gth March, 1839.) 

(L. S.) of the Kwang Chow Foo, 
(L. S.) of the Nanhae magistrate., 
^ (L. S.) of the Pwanyu magistrate. 

True Translation. 

(Signed) J. Robt. Mobrison, 

• Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 


Inclosurc 17 in No. 14G. 

The Prefect of Canton to Captain Elliot. 

CFIOO, by special appointment. Prefect of KwangChow, taking with 
him Lew, the magistrate of Nanhae, and Chang,, the magistrate of 
Pwanyu, i.ssucs commands to the English Superintendent, Elliot, forhisfiill 
information. 

On the 2Gth Mjirch, 1839, ho received the within official injunction' 
from His Excellency Tang, Governor of the two Kwang; 

“ Upon the 26th Marpb, 1839, 1 received from Lin, the High Imperial 
Commissioner and Governor of Hookwang, a <‘Oininunication of the 
follosving tenor : — 

“ ‘ T received on the •26th March, 18.39, between 5 and 7 a. m., your 
Excellency’s communication to me of the. following tenor: — 

“ ‘ That the English Superintendent, Elliot, having come up to 
Canton on the 24tb, had a foreign address ready .and presented, at I a. m. 
on the 25th ; that a clear and plain reply liad been given to it, and the 

I iarticuiars communicated to me, as appears explicitly on record : that now, 
)etween 1 and 3 p. m., another prepared address has been presented, the- 
requests contained in which are all found difficult to be at present granted; 
and that it has appeared right to send for my examination the foreign 
addresses, that commands raqy be given in rc]>ly. 

“ ‘ Upon the receipt hereof, 1 have given the subject my consideration. 
The .said. Superintendent, Elliot, requests, I find, that an Officer may lie 
deputed to enable hipi clearly and inimitely to state matters. These 
words seem somewhat reasonable. But how then is it that this <lay, from 
7 till 5, when 1 had spot several times, Choo the Prefect of Kwang Chow 
Foo, Yu the Prefert expectant,. Lew the Sub-Prefect of Fnkang, Lew the 
magistrate of Nanhae, and Chang the magistrate of Pwanyu, who 
■ jointly repaired to the Consoo House of the Hong merchants* waiting 
for the said for,eigner, in order to express to him commands; and when 
the Territorial’ and Financial Commissioner, ami the .Judjcial Commis- 
sionei;, also both went to the new city, to await information: nevertheless, 
the foreigners all remamed in concealment, not one ajipearing; and the 
,Sjaid Superintendent Elliot a1so*^id not even to the last show himself? 
]^What kind of conduct is this ? • 

‘ 1 find that foreigners, by dealing in opium, have long infringed 
the laws. I, the High Commissioner, having received the Imperial com- 
’ roands to repair to ICwatigtung in order to make iiK]uiry and to act, 
cannot bear to destroy ere 1 have instructed. Therefore did I first issue 
an ed'i^t, requiring thadidivery up of the opium. This was a measure of ' 
the bbu^^ .of law. Had the said Superintendent one 



glimpse of light; Kortr ought he to have been I'oused by gratitude ^peedil^-^ 
to act? But whereas, befoVe Elliot came tp Canton, I heard that alt- the-' 
foreigners verbally expressed their readiness to deliver ijip opium, and 
only failed to state the true amount: and even Dent, althotigh (having the 
convictioiu that he had been long in the habit of dealing in opium) he 
ventni'ed not at once to appear before the officers, yet neither did he 
venture- to abscond : whereas, I say. this was before the case, no sooner 
had Elliot come to Canton, on the evening of the 24th, than he wished to 
lead off Dent to> abscond, with the view of preventing the determination 
in regard to the deliver)'^ of the opium. ' Had not the precautionary mea* 
surcs bccMi most strict and complete, almost had the hare escaped, the 
wolf run off. Elliot’s conduct being thus exactly, the same as that of an 
artful schemer, can he yet be regardctl fit for the office of Superintendent ? 

“ ‘ And while confusedly presenting to yonr lixccllcncy the Governor 
two addresses in one day, he makes not one word of reference to the 
inquiries now being made for the prevention of opium, or tp the orders 
that have been given to deliver it up, justas though there w^as a causeless 
and vexatious detention. This only he has failed to consider, that had 
he really indeed been rc?ady to command clearly all the foreigners to 
deliver up the opium in obedience to, the commands given, should -not I, 
the Commissioner, have then praised and encouraged him greatly? Or 
had he even abstained from giving such clear commands, yet if he had 
not, proceeded to work upon, and seduce the minds of all, to induce. them . 
to abscond, .should f in that case have indml tcakcn the step of with- 
drawing the C’ompradores, and making inquiry regarding the vessel he 
came in? At this time, the offence of contumacious resistance and oppo- 
sition is turned , away from Dent, and fi.ved on Elliot. Even should 1, the 
Commissioner, treat him with a partiality of leniency, yet, his country 
haying long enjoyed the advantages of ii cqmpicrcial intercourse with 
Kwaugtung, oven for a jieriod of two hundred years, if it shall find these 
advantages sudijenly stopped and de.stroyed by the individual Elliot, will 
his Sovereign treat him with consideration and indulgence? 

“ VN’hcn on former occasions, foreign officers that have been here 
have failed to keep the haws, the nation aforesaid lias several times gone 
to the full extent of the law in inflicting jninislunent upon them. Can 
Elliot not have heard of this ? 

“ • Having received your communication as afore stated, it behoves me 
to request your Excellency the Governor, to be so indulgent as once more 
to enjoin it upon Elliot, that it is needful he should come to have a fear 
of crime, and a purpose to repent and amend ; that he should give clear 
commands to all the foreigners t/> obey the orders, requiring them to take 
the opium on board the store ships, and speedily to deliver it up. Then 
not only the Coinjiradores of individuals and* of ships will be all restored as . 
usual; but 1. the Commissioner, with your Excellency, the Governor^ and 
(ho .Lieutenant-Governor, will assumlly cease, to go back into the past, , , 
and will Ipy our entreaties before thc.fircat Emperdr, that favors may be 
shinvn beyond the bounds of law. And thenceforward all the foreigners 
will conduct a legitimate trade, rejoicing in the cxh^i^less gains thereof. 

If, assuming a false garb of ignorance, he voluntarily dra.w upon himself 
troiiblns. the evil consequences will, be of his oyvn .working out, and where 
shall be find place for after repentance ? . , , 

“ ‘ Herew ith is sent a proclamation, under four heads, w'hicli, Avhile I . 
send copies, tb the Hong merchants to be pasted up, I hope you will ,at | 
the samp time enjoin on Elliot, that, he may haye.it translated nnd%i,ven 
to all the foreigners, for their information.* I wait your reply, &c.’ ' 

, -“Upon the receipt of the, above,. I, tile Governor, .proceed to' issue th%..j 
injunction, requiring of the Prefect instantly to. take w.ith; bim the 
magistrates, or Nahhac and Pwanyu, and to act in obedience to what is j 
contained in the communication from His Excellency J^c Imperial. Com-,^ 
missioncr, enjoining the commands on ,t^p said, Sopedptepdent Elliot, tijiat' * 
he may without fail jobey.;^. . . ' ' i ' 

Haying received this, he 


(the ^ Iss^e ^o|tt 





Elliat, M hiitt w 

\>Mt there be -no Opposition to these commands. ’ . V< • ‘ \T. 

Taoukwang^ llhJi year, 2nd month, I2th day. (26th March, 18.36). 

ot’ the Kwan8;iChow-h'oo., 

(L.S.) of the Niinh.ae magistrate, 
TtueTranslation: , VV , . Pwa«yu magistrate. 

4 ; / >•> (Signed) . J, Robt. MonaisoN. , ' 

'itj 4 ; , (>^fMne^6iSecriilary and Interp^ier, ( , ; ; ,, 


Inclosure 18 in No. 146. 

Captain Elliot to the Impeviat Coniniinsioner, 

Canton, March '21 

. , EliLlOf , &c., &c., has now had tl>c honoiir to receive, for the first'^" 
time, voiir Excellency’s cornmands. bearing date the 26th (lay of March 
issued by the pleasure of the Great Emperor, to deliver over into the 
hands of honourable oRiccrs tg lie appointed by':Vour E.xccHenev, all the 
opium^ in the hands of Rritish subjects. ' f, ’ 

Elliot must faithfully and completely fuHil (hese commands ; ahd he 
has now respectlully to request that your Excellency Vvill be pleased to 
indicate the point to which the ships of his nation, hanng 'opium on board 
are to proceed, so that the whole may be delivered up. ’ 

The faithful .aeeouut of %e same shall be transmitted as soon as it is 
ascertained. ■ :>'«(.> • ... . . , . .. . 

• (Signed) ClIARLhlS ELLIOT. 


inclosiire 19 in No. 146. , ■ 

The Prffdct of Canton to Captain Elliot. 

CHOO, by special appointment. Prefect of Kwang Chow Ftx), issues' 
commands' to the English Superintendent, Elliot, for his full information. 

He has now mreived thjb within commands from Lin the High 
Imperial Commissioner, and Governor of riookwangi ** 

; “ This’ day it' appears the following prepared address has beennre- 
senljed'by the English Superintendent, Elliot: 

(T^. A ddi'ess of^arch 21 {inclosnre^H) is here inserted] 

“ Upbit this cbiq^g brforc me, the Commissioner, I forthwith 
reply: — 

‘The- representation that, in obedience to the commands; he will 
sr up' the opiiim, inahifests a respectful sense of duty and under- 


deliver 


1. CWli O.Il'UiXUy tuiui lllCU ^ _ ^ 

can have no difficulty in ’instantly imcertaining from all the^foreigne^im 
the factories the* prdcisC hmbuntSjand immediately writing oiitand pre- 
senting h clear statement thereof, to enable ine, the Commissioner, in con- 
junction with the Governor' at prtcc to declare a certain period, when 
we wilf ourselves ^ to Vebeive ’wh is delivered up; He must not make 
an untrue; report, lest he bring Ort'himself the offence of concealing, de- 
ceiVirig,'‘ and ph^fring'6vtff/^Be% ' . • • 


■ commands bo enjoined, afad to this end 

addi^is my dbmhiluidhif Kwang-Chow-Foo, requiring’ that 

ha pay immediate obeidiehc^^’^iy tn^ known to the Hong merchauds my 
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reply, for them to transmit the commands to the said Superintendent 
Elliot, in order that he may obey the same. A special order.” 

Upon the receipt hereof, he (the Prefect) proceeds to issue commands. 
When these reach the said Superintendent Elliot, let him immediately act 
in obedience thereto, and instantly- ascertain from all the foreigners in the 
factories’, \'v hat is the precise amount of opium on board the store ships 
now in these seas, and at once let him write out and present a clear 
statement thereof. , 

Let there be no opposition to these commands. * * 

Taoukwang, J9tli year, 2rid month, 13th day (27th March, 1839.) 

(L.S.) of the Kwang-Chow-Foo. 

True Translation. 

(Signed) ^ J. Robt. M<)nRisoN, 

Chines^. Secretary and Itiferpreter. 


Inciosurc 20 in No. 14C. 

Public Notice issued by Captain Klliot to Jirilish Subjects, requiring 
them to deliver up to hint nV British-owned Opium, either in their 
possession or under their controal. 

Circular. ^ 

Canton, March 27. 1839. 

i, CHARLES ELLIOT, Chief Superintendent of the trade of British 
snbjcets in China, presently forcibly detained in Canton by the Provincial 
Government, together with all the merchants of iny own and the other 
foreign nations settled here, without supplies of food, deju’ived of our 
servants, and cut oil from all intercourse with our respective countries 
(notwithstanding my own r)(licial demand to be set at liberty, so that I 
might act without restraint), have now received the eommauds bf the High 
Commissioner, issucil directly to me under ^he seals of the honourable 
oflicers. to deliver over into his hands all the opium held by tlie people of 
ray country. 

Now I, the said Chief Superintendent, thus constrained by paramount 
motives alfecting the safety of the lives and liberty of all the foreigners 
here ])resent in Canton, and by other very weighty causes, do licn;by, in 
the name and on the behalf of Her Britannic Majesty’s Government, 
enjoin and require all Her Majesty’s subjects now present in C’anton, 
forthwitli to make a surrender to me, for the service of Her said Majesty’s 
Government, to be delivered over to the Government of Chiim, of "all 
the opium belonging to them, or British • opium under their controul : 
and to hold the British ships and vessels engaged in the trade of opium 
subject to my immediate flirection, and to forward to me, without delay, a 
sealed list of all the British-owued opium in their»rcspective possessums ; 
and I, the said Chief Superintendent, do now, inSUie most full and unre- 
served manner, hold myself responsible, for ancNon the behalf of Her 
Britannic Majesty’s Government, to all and caeff of Her ’ Majesty's 
subjects surrendering the said British-owned opium into my hands to be 
delivered over to the Chinese Government ; and 1, the ; said Chief 
Superintendent, do further specially caution all Her Majesty’s subjects 
here present in Canton, owners of, or charged with the managenrent of 
opium, the* property of British subjects, that, faibng the siirrender of the 
said opiu’n into my hands, at or beiore.six o'clock this day, I, the said 
Chief Suncrintondent, hereby declare Her Majesty’s Government wholly 
free of ail njannerof responsibility or liability in respect of the said British- 
owned opium. ' . ■ 

And it is specially to be understood that the proof of British property 
and value of aJl British opium surrendered to me agreeably to this notici* 
shall be determined upon principles, and in a mi^ncr hereafter to be- 
defined by He^ Majesty’s Government. ' ^ ' 

Given under my " hand and sen! of at Canton, in China; thia 
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tweflty-sevcnth day of March, in the year our Lord one thousand 
hundred and thirty*nihe, at six of the clock In the morning. 



(L.S.) (Signed) CHARLES ELI JOT, 

Chief Superintendent of the Trade of 
British Subjects in China. 


Tnclosure 21 in No. 146. 

Captain Elliot to the Imperial Commissioner. 

Canton, March 28, 1839. 

ELLIOT.. respectfully referring to your Excellency’s commands, has 
now the honour to signify that he holds himself strictly responsible to your 
Excellency% as the High Commissioner of the Great Emperor, faithfully, 
and with all practicable dispatch, to deliver up as may be appointed, 
20,283 (twenty thousand two hundred and eighty-three) chests of British’)* 
owned opium, which he yesterday required of the people of his country in 
the name of his Sovereign. 

But as it apyjears upon inquiry that considerable quantities of the . 
said 20,283 chests are not fit places within the immediate reach of this 

{ )ort, Elliot must request that your Excellency will be pleased to accept 
lis solemn public pledge, that every' chest shall be delivered up as it falls 
into his possession, until the whole amount of 20,283 chests shall be within 
the hands of your Exc<‘llency. And if Elliot dares to break that solemn 
jniblic pledge in the least degree, he would most assuredly draw upon his 
own heyd the severest displeasure of his own Sovereign. 

Elliot, however, is the officer of the English nation t)nly, and your 
Excellency will, therefore, see that it is not in his power to require men of 
other foreign nations to deliver him their opium. 

It remains for him to offer the expression of his highest consideration. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


Inclosure 22 in No. 146. 

The Prefect of Canton to Captain Elliot. 

CHOO, Prefect of Kwang-Chow-Foo, issues commands to the English 
Superintendent, Elliot# fm; his full information. 

He has now receivftr the within injunction from his Excellency Lin, 
the High. Imperial Commissioner and Governor of Hookwang, 

“The English'Superintendont Elliot has presented an address, of the 
■ following tenor : — 

[The Address of March 2S {Inclosure 21) is here inserted.'] 

“ Upon this coming duly before me, the Commissioner, I proceed to 
reply. , 

“ By this address it appears, that the amount of opium has been 
ascei-tained, and the neeUful cxajnination and receipt thereof are respect- 
fully awaited. Tljye real sincerity and faithfulness thus shown, are worthy 
of praise. ,1 find that the amount of 20,283 chests, 'stated by the said 
Superintendent, has reference only to such as is brought by the English 
^ foreigners, . 

L the Commissioner* have assuredly no suspicion that there is any 



insincerity behind. And the statement that tlicre is some at other ports 
elsewhere, I presume -also to be the fact. But I have considered that, 
before the issuing of the orders t6 deliver up, it is difficult to feel assured 
that there has been no opium laid up in the several foreign factories, nor 
any brought in the various vessels at Whampoa. The question .doesi not 
now stiV}^ with what is in deposit oh board the store ships, but at this 
time, when punishment is not to be inflicted on past offences, it is essen- 
tial that all the opium, wherever laid up, should be completely surremiered. 
Assuredly theonenccs of those who have before laid- up a stOrt , tnercof, 
shall not l)e visited upon them. . ■ / , : ■ ■ J ' 

“1 have now, in conjunction with the Governor and Lieutenant- 
Governor, determined on the rules to be observed in regard to the delivery 
of the opium. Besides sending a copy thereof separately to the Prefect of 
Kwang Chow Foo, that he may desire the Hong merchants to make 
known the same, I .also require of the said Superintendent, instantly to 
ascertain what quantity of opium there may be in the foreign factories ; 
and on the 29th, officers shall be fleputcd to receive the s.ame ; what quan- 
tity of opium there may be on board the ships at Whampoa, to examine 
and receive w'hich officers shall be sent on the 30th ; and what quantity 
there is on board the twenty-two store shijis outside, to examine and 
receive which, 1, the Commissioner, and the Governor, will ourselves go to 
the Bocca Tigris. Whatever there may be stored up at other ports, since 
the said Superintendent has promise<i to deliver up the whole, he should 
of ta)urse be held responsible for the dcliv<;fy of, from time to time, as it 
shall arrive. Should the amount be in cxccvss of the 20,283 chests, it must 
still be fully surrendererJ. In so doing, the sincerity of the purpose will 
lie shown. * And assuredly no blame shall be attached to the inaccuracy 
of the original report, on account of such excess. 

“Besides this, the American, French, and Dutch nations have also 
Consuls in superintendence of affairs, to whom orders have now been given 
in like manner to pay obedience, and speedily to represent the real 
amounts, waiting till examination can be made, and the whole received. 
Though the said Superintendent be peculiarly charged with the controulof 
the -English foreigners, yet having been permitted by the Crown, in conse- 
quence of the Governor’s representations, to Remain as Superintendent in 
the foreign factories, he should sprea<i abroad his monitions, so that all 
may speedily deliver up wlmt opium they have, so as to enable us to 'memo- 
rialize the throne conjointly, and request .a conferment of favors froih the 
Great Emperor, in order to afford encouragement and stimulate e.xertion. 
Now is the time for the foreigners of all nations to repent of their faults, 
and pass over to the side of virtue. This is the day and time for reforma- 
tion ; and if embrace<l, the enjoyment of unending advantages will be the 
result. Let none on any account make excuses, or seek delay, so as to 
; incur cause for future repentance. 

" I proceed to issue commands, requiring obedience. And to this eiid I 
give my injunctions to the Prefect of Kwang Cjiow Foo, requiring, him 
immediately to transmit directions to the Hoi^i^Jncrchants, to enjoin the 
commands on Elliot, to be without fail by him olntyed.” ' ^ < 

This having been received, he (the. Prefect) proceeds to issue' com- 
mands. When these reach the said Superintfendeht Elliot, let him pay 
immediate obedience. Let there be no opposition to these commands. 
Taoukwang, 19th year, 2nd month, 14th day. (28th March, 18^,)'. 

(L.S.) of the Rwahg-CJhow'-Fbo. 

■ True Trahslatiqn. , 

(Signed) J.;RqbT. Moaiiisp^, 

• . (jhinese 'Secretary and tnitrmm 
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. Inclasnre 23 in No. 146.* 

' The Prefect of Canton to Captain Elliot, communicating four Rules 

for the delivery of Opium. * 

fJHOp, Prefect of Tpvang-ChovA'-Fod, issues commands to the English 
Superintendent, Ellit)t. for his full mforination. 

lie has now received an injunction from fiin, the lligli Imperial Com-' 
inissioner .'uid* Governor of liookwang,' sending out mu r niles for tlic 
. delivery Of opium, vviiieh he transmits for immediate obedience. He there 
' no opposition. A special command. ' , 

RULT<fs. 

First. — The opium to be delivered up, as promised in the address, was 
. not intended to have i-eference, peculiarly to the store sl\i})s. Whatever 
may bo laitl up in the foreign factories, or on board the ships :it WImmpoa, 
the said Superintendent is reepured first to deliver up: all that , there 
. may, be in the factories he is retiuired to have remo\ed on the 29th, to the 
out-side thereof, there to await the tleputing of oflicers to examiiu; and 
take charge of the same.. , As to the ships at Whampoa, he is instantly 
. to draw up a clear statement of tlie amount of opium in chests on board 
any of tlujm by name, anef to write in readiness, foreign letters to be 
handed in to' government; it being determined to dejmte an officer on the 
30th, to proceed, with chop-boats and tea-boats to examine and take 
charge of the same. 

, {Secondly, — To the tvventyrtvvo store ships, which have of late been 

anchore.d off Liiit in, in th,e Macao Roads, an<l elscwlun’e, the said Super- 
iutendeut is also recpiired to address foreign letters, that they may: imme- 
diately imjcced to make delivery. Olficers shall be in the first place 
deputed to curry the letters, and give commands to tiie store-ship.s to cast 
anchor near to the Sandy-(Heud Offing, (one of the headlands of the Rogue.) 

. and then and there they m.ust respectfully await the arrival at the Rooca 
Tigris, of their Excellencies tho JmjMjriul Commissioner and jiie tlovcrnor, 
personally, between the .‘list of March and. thii 2ud of April, when they 
shall, .ship by, ship, submit the opium to bp examined and taken cliavge of 
by their Excelleneicj^. in concert, with the naval Comnmnd(.*r-iu-Chief. , 

, n'hiriUy.-— The foreigners of his nation residing in the foreign Fac- 
tories , at, Macao, must tdso be required, to convoy any opium they have iu 
. store, to the {)ort, of Sandy'^llead,, Uicrt* to be in course .of time examined 
, and taken charge, of.... , > 

Fourthly .—F orcign vessels bri nging opium from beyoiul sea, and l>eing 
lanclmtod in sundry, and ^distapt; places, not nem* to tho Boeca Tigris, the 
, ^d ^bperiritcndeut andtl^ se-ycral, Consuls arc constantly in eommiuiica- 
,tipn' >y»th .them, apd th<|i)><^on^se^'are aycU . known :• they should be requirwl, 
therefore, to write and/payo. in-., readiness dbreign letters, iand to point out 
. plainly the places ii; 3 i,,which,thejvejssols-.'WC anchored, delivering such letters 
,.lu to Government, until officers shall, be deputed, to take and give them to 
the .parties, who must bring, their shij)K,,with , tho opium on board, to 
the ; port >of Sandy-Head, ;W.hero, as .they arrive^;’ the opium shall be 
There inust not be the least comtcalment or delay. 

Taoukwang, 19th year, 2nd month, 14th day. (28th March, 1839.) 

(L.S.) of the Kvyaijig-Chow-Foo. 
True Translatjon^ . - 

" ‘ ’ ,* *'|^I/RpnT. HoiinisoN, , 

CKineke Secretary and Interpreter* 
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Ihclosure 24 in Ho. 146. 

Captain Elliot to the Imperial Commusioner. 

Canton, March 28, 1839. 

KLI-iTOT, &.f.. &c., has the honour to sifjnify to your K^tccllaincy, 
that if any of tljo sliips of his nation, havinj^ opium, at the outside ancho- 
rages. alarmed by his detention, and the severe proceedings of the 
Government, shall takt^ advantage of the north wind to sail away, 
Klliot is still, according to tlio customs of his nation, most severely 
n^sponsiblc till every chest of the 20,283 be delivered into the hands of the 
Government. He will be l)ringieg disgrace upon his nation, and his 
Sovereign w'ill punish him with the la.st degree of displeastire, if he breaks 
faith in t he smallest degree. 

lint shut up as he is, he knows not where the ships arc ; and not 
being able to s<;nd them onlers to stay, it is his «luty to states most clearly, 
that if they are gone he is still responsible to his Sovereign till the whole 
20,283 chests b(; delivered up. 

Taking all these circumstances into consideration, Elliot trusts that 
your Excelhuicy will be j)lcnsc(l to confide to his justice and truth, the 
faithful delivery of the o[)ium on board the outside ships, as it falls into 
his ])osscssion, in the manner which he inayTintl [)rat;tiea])le when he is 
set at liberty. 

By this expression he jneaus only, that the native servants should be 
restored to the people of his country: that they should be permitted to 
purchase Ihcir suppli<*s of food: atul that the intercourse between 
Canton, Macao, and the out(‘r anchorages in the licensed passage boats, 
should be re-oponed : Elliot himself remaining in Canton till the. whole be 
delivered. 

M'itb regard to opium at Canton .aiul Whampoa, Elliot, .and all the 
men of the foreign Jiatious, li.-ivii alre.ady takeg most severe proceedings, 
as yt)ur b’xccllency will liud by rcfi'rcnce to the late records, when it was 
faithfully reported that all was gone. 

J<31iot has now respectfully to .announce to your Excellency, that 
whilst h<‘, and all the men of his nation, continue prisoners, the disposal of 
these in.atl('rs is not in his hands. For, according to the customs of his 
country, the orders of persons in confinement are of no avail ; thus, the 
shi|)8 will not obey his injunctions until it be known that he and all the 
pci)}>le of his natioir arc set at liberty. 

(Signed) CFIARLES ELIJOT. 


Inclosurc 25 in No. 146. 

. »-• 

The Prefect of Canton, communicating the commands of the Imperial 

Commissioner in reply to Captain Elliot's Address (Inclosure 24^. 

CHOOj by special appointment, Prefect of Kwang-Chow-Foo, issues 
commands to Ihc English Superintendent. Elliot, .for his full information. 

He lias now received the within injunction from Lin, the High 
Imperial Commissioner and Governor oPHookwang. 

“ Upoi^thc 2^th inslant, the English Superintendent, Elliot, presented 
an aildress requesting tliat as usual the corapradores and servants should 
be allowed tp funiish the daily supplies of food, and the passage-boats 
should be permitted to run between this, the outer anchorages, and Macao; 
he still remaining in Canton until the whole amo^t of opium shall be 
completely delivered up. js , # 
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“On this duly coming before me, the CommiKsiouer, I proceed to 
reply. 

. “ Yesterday the said SnperinteTident, when addressing mci in reply, 

promised for himself, that he would certainly deliver up the opium of'hia 
nation, to the amount of 20,283 chests, surrendering the whole quantity as 
ho should bring it into his hands. 1 thorefoi-e answered in his pi*aiso, and 
at the same time clearly gave directions in regar<i to the j>laccs Avliere, 
and time when, the delivery should be made. And 1 besides sent in a 
separate* form, a list of Rules, and required of Jiim to w’rite foreign letters, 
(or orders) to enable me to depute olHcers to proceed therewith to the' 
store-ships, and call on them to. make the delivery. This w'as a must 
simple, convenient, and easy mode of proceeding. If the said Su]>er- 
lutcndcnt wen; really acting with sincerity ol‘ purpose, he certainly should 
have spciodily proceeded to obey iny-^ eominaiuls. Though he s.ay, that in 
the foreign Factories, and on boaril the shijts at Whampoa, there i.s now 
no opium, yet the opium laid up on board the Iwenty-two store-ships, is 
all dcpo.sit(Kl therein by the foreiguci*s residing in the factories. Ordi- 
narily. when combining with Chinese traitors to disjwsc thereof ehandcs- 
tiiiely, it' has been always practicable to obtain foreign orders written at 
the factories, and giving the game to the fast l>oais to proceed thercvvitli 
outside and get possession of the commodity, flow is it then that on this 
occasion, when surrendering tlic opium, thei’c is no knowledge of llii.s 
mode of operation ? 

“ In the present addre^, it is represented, tliat now, whil(‘ the north 
wind is blowing, it is feared that vessels outside, having (»piuin on board, 
may perhaps s(‘t sail and go ;iway. Now I find that of late tJn^ store* 
ships have all returned to Liulin, Macao Roads, and other anchor- 
ages, and there, i-etnainerl ; doubtless, bccau.se they have heard that com- 
mands have bc(;n issued requiring thdivery of the opium, and therefore 
have not dared to sail far away. Thej'^ are yet disposed to await and pay 
obedience: while you w'ould desire to stir them uj) and make: tiicm go. f 
would ask, seeing that yon have taken on you the responsibility' in this 
matter, how, if the store-ships should dare to sail away, you will be able 
to sustain the heavy criminality attaching to you ? 

“The address talks too of close restraint, as if it were imprisonment, 
which is still more laughable. 1 find that from the JMth iNlarcli, when 
the commands were given to all the foreigners to deliver uj) their opium, 
every thing remained as usual, until the 24lh. when jou eame in a boat to 
Canton, a'ud tliat night wishc<l to take Ocul and abscond with him. It ' 
was after this that cruizera w'ore statioiiotl b) examine and observe alFt^ 
that went in and out. It was because you were void of truth and good 
faith, that it became unavoidably necessary to lake preveiitivc steps. As 
to the eompradores and others, tlujy are in fact Chinese traitors, who 
woulfl also suggest absct)nding and esc^ape. How ilien c(.mld the witli- 
drawal of them be omitted ? Yesterday, too, when you had made a .state- 
ment of the amount ^f opium, T at once conferred on you a reward con- 
sisting of sundry artick?s of food. Is this the manner in wliich prisoners 
are ever trcatetl ? 

“ 1, The Hig^i Commissioner, in conjunction with the (lovernor and 
Lieutenant-Govej'nor, looking up to the Great Kmperor, embody his un- 
comprehending kindness, and in our treatment of you foreigners of every 
nation, never go beyond these two wtn’ds, — favour and justice. Such as 
display contumacy and contempt, how can they have au^’ht but justi<^e 
dealt out to them ? . But such as. show a respectful .scn.se of duty, shall 
assuredly be tenderly hiireated with favor. 

“ Do you now simply comiVtand plainly all the foreigners with instant 
speed to prepare letters, and hand tnem in to' Government, to enable it to 
give commands to all the store-ships to <leliver up in orderly sneeession 
the opium. And as soon as this shall be delivered up, every thin^ shall 
without fail be restored to its ordinary condition. This requisition is 
indeed cpnformablc to reaisoh : what difficulty' is there in complying with it? 
If, intplacc of speedily making delivery, you make pretexts for divcrtij^ig 
attention, in the '^hope that after the strict preventive measures shall be 
withdrawn you may form ist^e other scheme, who cannot sec through suck 
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artful devices ? And will you be enabled to make a repetition of such 
attempts ? • 

• “ Besides deputing oflicers to })rocccd to the Hong merchants' Consod 
House, there to gi\'c verbal commands, and so prevent delay, you are also 
hereby re<^uircd lo a<‘t speedily in obcalience to this my reply. Do not 
again bo working at excuses and delay, thereby drawing on yourself 
cause for future repentance. 

“ I proceed to gi\e this injunction requiring obedience : a|ic| to<»this 
’ end I enjoin thonPrcfcct of Kwaiig Chow Foo, instantly to command the 
Hong merchants to give it in command to the said Superintendent Elliot, 
that he without fail pay obedience.” 

He (the Prefect) having received this, proceeds to issue the con?- 
luands. On these reaching <thc said Superiiitenflcnt Elliot, let him 
speedily act in conformity with this- reply. Jjct him not again set to work 
at making e.vciiscs and delaying, lest he draw on himself cause for 
future rcpcntanc(‘. 

Hasten ! Hasten ! A special command. 

n’aoiikwang. 1 9th year, iind month, 1.5th day. (29tli March, 1.S.31).) 

(L.8.) of the Kwang-Chow-Foo. 

True Translation. 

(Signed) . 1 . Rout. Mowrison, 

Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 


Inclosure 26 in No. 146. 

Captain Elliot lo the Imperial Commissioner. 

Canton, March 30, 1839. 

ELLIOT, being anxious to discharge his obligat ions to your Excel- 
lency Avith all oracticable dispatch, has the honour to acquaint your 
Excellency that lie has now issued instructions to Mr. Johnston, the Deputy 
Superintendent., requiring him forthwith to (n'ocecd outside and deliver 
into the hands of the honourable olHi.'ers, 20,283 (twenty thousand two 
hundred and eighty-three) chests. 

Tt is desirable, therefore, that the intercourse, by the licensed passage- 
boats, should be opened as soon as possible, in order that Mr. Johnston 
may proceed to Lintiu, and there .assemble all the ships for the purpose of 
convenient delivery. 

The inclosed is the onler to Mr. .Tohnston for the delivery of the o])ium. 

(.Signed). CHARLES ELLIOT. 


Sub-inclosure in Inclosurc 26 ir No. 146. 

Sir, (Mnton, March ,30, 1839. 

I HAVE now to instruct you to ‘deliver over to the olfieers of 
the Chinese Clovernment, with the least possible delay, twenty thousand 
tw'O hundred and eighty-three chests of opium ; and for the more con- 
venient and rapid discharge of that duty, you will be so good as to 
assemble all. (lie British outside shipping at Lintin. 

You will report to me at C.anton the quantity delivered by every 
opportunity which presents itself, to the end that I may communicate the 
same to the High Commissioner, from time to time. 

I have, &,c„ 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 
A,, R, lishnston, Esq., Chief Superintendent 

^puty •Superintendent 

•At 
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Inclosure 27 in No 146 


TAe Prefect of Canton to Captain KHiot, returning the order on 
. ' Mr. Johnston for the 20,2i>3 Chests. 


CIIOO, by special appointment. Prefect of Kwiing Chow Foo, issues 
cortitnancls to the Fnj^lish Saptn'iniendent Flliot, for his full information, 

■ On the 3lst March, 1839, he received from Lin, tlie Hi^h linperikl 
Commissioner and Governor of llookwatTg, the within ollicial injunction. 

“ On the .30th Miirch, 1.839, the Eug^lish Superintendent, Elliot, pre- 
sented the following address. 

[The address of March 30 (Inclosvre 20) is here hiserfed.^ 

“ Upon this tluly coming before mo, the Commissioner, I forthwith 
reply. ; 

“ This address represents, that the Deputy Superintendent .Johnston 
shall be sent outside, to cull together all the vessels, at)d deliver up the 
whole amount of opium ; aud^gives conveyance to an order to him for iny 
perusal. T, the High Commissioner, have carefully examined the terms of 
this order, and though I find therein nothing improper, yet considering 
that in a previous afldrcss, the said Superintendent stated that, taking on 
him the power intrusted to him by his Sovereign, he had required of the 
people of his nation immediately to deliver up the whole of tlie opium ; it 
is plain to me, that aS the saitl Superintendent has the pow(M* of making 
such a recpiisition, he can have no difficulty in giving orders directly to all 
the store-ships: and what necessity, then, is there for committing the 
matter to Johnston, and thus inaUi|>l}ing tl>c twists and bends of the 
transaction ? • . 

”1, the High Commissioner, have giv'CJi reiterated official rcplic.s, 
requiring of all the foreigners to write orders theinscJves, on the ground 
that, in the ordinary manner of selling the opium, they have always thus 
disembarked the goods, without committing an (Tior once in a hundred 
times. Why, then, is not the opium surrendered in this comparatively 
simple, convenient, and easy way ? 

“ Let mo now weigh llie matter for yon. The said Superintendent 
having the power to act, and having repeatedly aeknl>vvl(^dg{!(l before me 
his respousibilitVi can have not thes sniullcsl loop-hole of escape therefrom. 
How can lie possibly have the pow<T to retjuirc of all the foreigner.s to 
deliver up the opium, and yet not have the power to rcf[uiro that they 
write orders for tho sanic^ It is his duty, then,' immediately (o pay 
obedience to my reitcratccVfnstructions, and speedily to require of all the. 
foreigners, severally, to wlritc foreign orders for the* number of chests of 
opium thej' have on board each vessel by name, and to present the same 
to GoVcrumciit through the said Superintendent, covered by a general 
order from lums6lf, that these being conveyed to the store-ships tliey may 
in orderly succession make delivery. The earlier the day of the complete 
delivery, the earlier will bo the day for the, eommcrci.al iidereourso to 
resume its ordinary course, not stO])ping merely at the giving permission 
to the passage boats to ruli.’ ’ ' 

.■nrphe said Superintendent rnitm know that I, the Commissioner, give 
my commands and caations hi full sincerity, and he nvist speedily pay 
implicit obedience. . -He-rhuist n^t be turning inconstantly this* way and 
that, bHh^ihg thereby criminality and cause of sorrow on himself. 

'‘ Ti-tf foreign erdcr is sent liack herewith. .'j ' 

“ I proceed to give injunctions, requiring the said Prefect immediately 
to directithe Hong mcjfchmits^^lqjgiye it in cqramjmd to the said Superin-., 
tendent Elliot, that he; without fail, pay obedience.” « 

He (the Prefect) having; received this, proceeds forthwith to issue 
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cmomands. When these reach the said Superintendent, let him imme- 
diately pay obodichce. Be ttiere no opposition. A special command. 

Two paj)erK, being foreign Orders, afe returned herewith. 

Taoukwaug, lilth year, 2nd montli, 18th tlay. (1st April, 1839.) 

(L. S.) of the Kwang Chow Foo. 


True Tran.slation. 

(Signed) J. .Robt. Mourison, / , 
Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 


Inclosul'e 28 in No. 14G, 


Memorandum, transmitted by Captain KHiot to the Prefect of Canton, 
to be laid bej'ore the Imperial Commissioner. 

Canton, April 1, 1839. 

ETjI.IOT, &c., &c., desires to send Mr. Johnston to deliver up the 
opium, for no other object than that of clear and orderly arrangement ; it 
being requisite that a person should be s6nt on board the vessels, to take 
note of each delivery, and so j)revont error or ctmfusion. 

For Elliot having in the [u'esent ea.se to deliver up .all the opium, is by 
no means in a similar position lo that of individual merchants in ordinary 
times selling small amounts. And those merchants having now given 
into his hands all the opium to be hchl by him, on account of his nation, 
though the merchants should send orders on board the vessels, they would 
be utterly useless. It is on these accounts .absolutely retiuisite that a 
person should proceed to each vessel ; for so ahme can all the opium be 
delivered. 

And Elliot Ls willing to give the fullest a-ssurance, that whenever 
Mr. Johnston shall be en.abled to [»roceed in a chop-boat to Macao, and 
the cutter houisa- to [jrocced outside with in.structions to the store- 
ships, Mr. John.ston shall at once bring the ve.ssels to the anchoragcj of 
Lankeet. The business being a troublesome one, which cannot be managed 
in a moment, ho would then soli<*it his JC.Kcellcnoy the Commisssioner lo be 
ple.ased to direct a certain amount to be at once surrendered to fJovern- 
ment, as an evidence of his sincerity ; and then to command that alfairs in 
the factories at Canton be restored to their ordinary condition ; when 
Mr. Johnston shall continue to deliver f^ora time lo time all the opium, to 
the full amount of 20,283 chests. 

These arc the words of truth and sincerity, ajid shall not be departed 
from. • 

If it be said, that Elliot or Johnston woidd procrastinate and trifle 
with this matter, seeking to avoid delivering the full amount, it is replied 
that s\jcb conduct woidd be in the last degree derogatory to the dignity of 
their Sovereign. And shonld those officers break faith in the smallest 
particle, they may Ixj punished with death, and their Sovereign, severely 
indignant at their offence, wouhl not reganl their punishment. 

. ‘ (Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 



Inclosnrc 29 in No. 146. 


The Imperial Commissioner to Captain KUiot, prescribing terms for 
. . ^ th-e delivery of the 20,283 Chests of O'pivm. 

% 

lilN, the High Imperial Commissioner oC llie Celestial (’ourt, gives 
commands to the linglisli Siiperinteiulent, Elliot, for his full information. 

• Upon the 1st of April, the said Siipcvintcndent gave the following 
vohintary pledge. • 

[An Kxt.rnel of the. Memorandum of jipril I (^Inclosure 28) is here 
inserted.] 

I, the Higlj Commissiotier, having looked ov( !• t he terms of this pledge, 
find that they are .such as emanate from perfect sincerity. T will then, in 
concert with the Governor of the two Kwang, depute civil and military 
officers, who, taking under their command Mong merchants and linguists, 
shall agree and fix upon a time, when the}' will take .lohnston with them 
on board a chop-boat, and ])r()('eed oulsiile the. port, that he may direct the 
store-ships to rc[)air to the anchorage of Lankect. and deliver up the 
opium. There, in sections of two vessels .at a time, they shall submit it to 
examination and surrender it.*’ 

In .addition to this, having reference to the rccjiiest that a amount 
should be juamed for prior d<‘liverv. .as an evidence of sincerity, f have 
consirl(M'cd (hat flic English opium on this occasion lo be delivered up, 
amounting to 20.283 chests, cannot indeed l.ie completely surrendered in 
one or two days, and 1 have therefore determined on tins following terms; 
that when one-fourth part shall have been «le1i\crorl. the compradores and 
.servants sh.all immediately be restoml ; when one-half shall h.ave been 
delivered, consideration being had thereto, the passage-boats shall l )0 
allowed to apply for })asses,»and upon examination to run to and fro; 
when^ threc-fourl.h.s shall have been ilelivered, the remoial of the embargo 
and freetlom of trade shall be at once granted ; and when the ivhole shall 
have been surrendered, every tiling shall return to its ordinary contlition, 
and a reipiest shall be laid before the throne that micouragement and 
rewartl may be conferred. 

Should the said Superintendent, &<•., lie unable rightly to give eom- 
man<ls to the store-ships, and should error and brtaich of faith so re.sult, it. 
is requisite, in view of such a case, to prescribe terms of warning. If there 
be any erroneous delay for three days, the supply of fresh wabw shall be 
cut off; if for three days more there be like delay, the supplies c^f food shall 
be cut off; and if such delay continue still three days longer, the laws 
shall fortJiwith be maintain^ and enforced. There c.an be no indulgence 
shown. • 

For this purpose, 1 acldrc.s.s my commands in a direct form, requiring 
implicit obedience. i)ppose not special comm.ands. 

Taoukwang, i9th year, 2nd month, 19th day, (2nd April, 1839.) 

(L. S.) of the Imperial Commissioner. 

True Translation. * , 

(Signed) J. Root. Morrison, 

Okinese Secretary and Interpreter. 
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. Inclosure'SO ia*No. 14(>., 

Captain Elliot to the Imperial Commissioner. 

Canton, Jptil 3, tlSZd. 

ELUOT, ‘&c., lias had the honour to veccivo yoiir Excellency’s 
coininands. and is williiifr to conform to these directions, as soon as it is 
clcjuiy c.\|)lained that Johnston shall proceed in .the first place to 'JVlacao, 
■with the ofliccrs and the Hons;- merchants ; that his own' boat shall leave 
Whamjioa at the same time; .and that Johnston should then be allowed to 
go free on board Elliot’s boat, dnrl assemble the .ships two by .two at 
Lankect for the delivery of the o]>ium. 

Jn this manner alone, the full and rapitl pcrforhiancc of your Excel- 
lency’s commands is easy of fidtilment. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLlO'l’. 


No. 147. 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received jiiigust 2i), 1839.) 


(Extract.) Canton, April 3, 18.S9. 

IN my piisition, and with my thoughts intensely fixed upon the difli- 
culties tlin’t hav<> befalh-n this great trade, 1 may spare your Lord.ship the 
lang’uage of excus(! hir the following matter. 

It is my fii'st duty to express ji jilain conviction, that no elTiirts of Her 
.M.ajesty’s (iovcaninent, either of negotiation purely, or of negotiation 
supported liy arms, could recover, for trade to be carried ou at Canton, 
such .'I degree (»f confidenee as would restore its ‘late iinportant exteut. 
All sense of seeurity has been broken fo pieces. 

In fact, jnyLord. the first tnilli dcducil>lc from the actual proceedings 
of this Ciovernment, is strikingly inbmcnlous; nam'elyi iliat a separation 
from the shi[)s of our country, on the main laud of Cnina, is Wholly 
unsafe. 

The movement of a lew hours has [dacisl the lives, liberty, and property 
of the foreign community in China, with aft the vast interests, commercial 
and financial, contingent upon our security, at the mercy' of this (lovern- 
uicnt. And if this fearful intelligence reaeh(^s England and India before 
the news of our liberation, and befori? that oIk. the reassuring measures 
which I felt myself called upon tofcikc, I am gre.-ttly' afnud th.at the shock 
will be incalculably heavy, and most widely' felt. Lidccd, before 1 leave 
this p.'irt of the subject, I would presume to express the anxioxis bdpc, 
that Her Majesty’s (jovernment will see fit, as soon as these 'despatches 
come to hand, to make such a declaration concerning its generarinteutioris, 
as will have tlic effeet of upholding confidence. 

I am writing this de.spatch, my Lord, in a moment of anxiety, and I 
close it abruptly, to save the opportunity of Mr. Johnston, who is leaving 
ns in our confinement, as your Lordshjp will observe by the narrative 
dcsp.atch, in a sudden manner. .' 

This is our first intercourse, of a sure kind, with our countrymen and 
families outside for twelve days. ^ ' .... 



385 


No. 148. 

baptain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston. — (Received September 21, l8o9.) 

My Lord, Canton, Apfil (>, 183J). 

1 RESUMK ray anxious task, taking up the narrative from the 
.Johnston’s dci)arture to Maeao on the 3rd instant. 

The blockade has not relaxed, — indeed, judging from the increased ‘ 
rareness with which we receive inrorraation Iroin below, the reverse is 
the case. , 

. We arc without further intelligence than 1 recordetl in my last 
despatch. In other respects our situation is the same. 

Yesterday forenoon, llowtpia and *Mow(|ua visited me, and brought 
me the draft of bond, which <hey said had just been placed in their 
hands by an ^ofliccr deputed by the High Commissioner. I returncfi it to 
them; but iii the course of the afternoon, they left a copy of the same 
paj)cr with the CJeneral C'hamber of (k>mmerce. 

Last evening. I received the .accompanying oflicial papt'r on the same 
subject, to which I made no reply ; and this aflcnujon a direct uddr<‘ss 
from the lligli Commissioner himself, enjoining the exe<‘ution of this 
monstrous instruincnl. To-morrow being ISumlay, no reply nc(‘d bo 
made; ])uton the next day 1 shall return tlie answer now transinitfcd, and 
if >ve are ever free, the more*f)ractical and reply will be the withdrawal 
of all the Queen's subjects from the grasp of this Ciovernmenf., It has 
seemed to me, however, that the dircf't avow.al of such a purjmse at 
present would have, the effect of increasing* the great risks and discomfort 
of our situation. Trade with China at any point remole from the station 
of our shi|)s, ns I have already obscrvofl to your Lordship, is no longer a 
possible state of civcumstanccs. 

On reconsidering the public correspondence already transmitted, 1 
Hml tluvt the High Commissioner boldly fastens our actual condition of 
imprisonment on my integlion to make »)iy esenno, taking with me 
Mr. Dent. 

The facts shall answer his Exctlleucy. On fhe lyih ultimo all 
intercourse between (kuiton, )\ ljampoa, aiu) Ihe outshle anchorages was 
authoritatively stopjicd by the cM)mman«l.s of tliis Oovcrnmenl, and not 
a single ship’s boat has succeeded in getting from Canton to Wluunjma 
since the 2lst ultimo, or (excepting my own on the 21th at the risk of my 
life) from ^^’hampoa to Canton up to this date, bill April. I <lid not h;ave 
Macao till the 23rd March. On the 2lth I •j)assed through tlie Hogue, 
and there I fell in with the llritish ship the Heroine, detained (not- 
withstanding the perfect formality of her pass) upon the express ground 
that “householders” might attempt to escape <m» bo.ard of her. 

So much for the im}>lie^ition that all wa.s »)pen till I came in. with the 
intention to run out. V^our Lordship will know that f came here to do my 
duty, vvhieh was to place my.self, if possible. I)et\veen the feai ful proceed- 
ings of his Exeellcnc.y ami Her .lMajc.sty’.s sul)jects, and, if I could tiot ward 
them off, at least to* share them. * 

This rash man is, hastening on in a <*aroer of violence, which will 
react upon this empire in a terrible manner. 

1 am sensible, my LortI, that the whole ijody of reasoning governing 
ray proceedings throughout the momenb)Us affairs e.-ist upiyi me, will 
‘demand a separate ami detailed exposition. Ibil situated as I am, une<'r- 
tain of the means of c<>mmnnieatUin, or opportuniticsof leisure which may 
be afforded to me, I. feel assured ybur Lord.slup will pardpn ano for noting 
lany reflections th.at may occur to me in this tletached and occasional wtxy. 

Before the arrival of the High Commissioner, I hud steadily considered 
the ex|)cdiency of formally requiring all the British shij)s engaged in the 
opium trdde to sail away from the coasts of China. Ib>t the ol)jeetions to 
that measure w'ere very strong*, ami the result has ])roved lh.*it 1 took .a 
sound view in refraiiiuig frotn it. 

In the first place, iiwas i'omembercd tliat the late frequent chan.ges of 
policy of the Govetiunentm relation to this trade, left it a matter of perfect 
- ' 3 Ef" • 



doubt to the very day before the Commissioner’s first edicts appeaved, w lie- 
ther the avowed purposes \\erc to be depended upon or not, or whether the 
Obji'i t was, tncrciy the extensive check r)f. the trade l>y sobjectinfy it to 
heif^litened temporary inconvenience, and exacting some considerable fees 
for the price of its future relaxation. . . , . , 

Altlxfugii I liad certainly come to the conclusion, for some months 
since, that the determination of the Court to put down the trade was 
firmly adopted, I ha<l neither then nor now formed such a judgment of its 
jKUver effect iially to accomplish that object. Aral it behoved m<? to jiause 
Tiiost gravely before f committed Her Majesty’s Government to any tlircct 
concenimont with this delicate subject, and immense mass of property, 
upon my personal opinions: or, without the strongest public necessity, 
ininiodiately alfceting the safely of the lives .and general interests of Her 
M aj<'sr.y 's su b jeets. 

ft should be addiKl, too. that my own Oj>inious were contradicted, in 
a strong practical form, by tlie persons most deeply interested ; for the 
increasing imports proved that < hero was no real and general nppi’chension 
<)f the nuxisuri's which have been taken, 

lint an additional and pn'.ssing motive for caution in this respect arose 
from iny ct>nviclion, th.at, be ( he Lrairic carried on how it might, the time 
liad arrived when the mer<*hants eiigageij in (he trade at Canton must 
resolve to fon'go their connexion with it. And I was of opinion that the 
continuance of the shipping on the spot might enable them all frankly to 
meet any reasonable advances on the jiart of the High Commissioner, with 
plain and respectful .statements, sotting forth their readiness to abandon 
the further pursuit of the trade entirely; but soliciting time and reason- 
able opportunities, upon the ground of the long course of connivance it 
bad enjoyed ; and upon the great impulse it had so lately receiverl by the 
public preparations of the Imperial Govcrninenl to legali/.c it. 

l)|i t(» a very late date, uiy Lord, no portion of the trade to China has 
so regularly paiil its fees to the oflicers of this and the neighl'.ouring pro- 
vini'cs, high and low, as that of o)>inm; ami, under all the circnmstaiiees 
of the <‘as(\ 1 am warranted in describing the late measures to be those of 
public robbery, and of wanton violence on the Queen’s oflicers and subjects, 
and all the foreign community in (’hina. 

in my despatch of March .’iO last, 1 ha\ c already acknowledged to your 
Tjordship that, looking to j>ressure of extreme urgency, I had made up my 
mind to incur very heavy personal responsibilities for the sake of |>eacc 
and the general irutle, coiiccrnitig these ships. Once more referring your 
Lordship to my note to the Governor, dated at Macao, on the 23rd March, 
and a c.opy of which reached the Kcun-Min-Koo, on the Siune day, by the 
avowal of the chief pilot whose <luty it was to deliver it, I would ask, upon 
what admissible principle the Government could make a prisoner of me? 
It was my fixed purpose, my Lord, when I left Macao, to aTord every rea- 
sonable satisfaction concerning the immediate withdrawal of this property, 
unquestionably drawn here by a long course ofsencouragement on the part 
of this Government; and either to cause the meiadiants of my country, 
et»gagcd in trade at Canton, to make solemn pronii^^^s that they would 
abstain from connexion with the opium traffic in future, or myself, on the 
part of Her Majesty’s Government, to undertake that no reclamatipn 
should be made if they were forthwith expelled. 

I must confess, that I had contemplated these gravest responsibilities 
with intense .uneasiness ; but for the sake of the considerations 1 have 
noticetl, and mindful of the character of the trade, I should not have 
shrunk from them, if I could have drawn from *this Government reason- 
able securities for the future, and raodpVate explanations concerning the 
past. t ^ . 

But, my Lord, when I arrived at Whampoa, on the 24th ultimo, and 
learnt that this intemperate man had absolutely begun to work out the 
dark threats involved in his edicts, against the merchants of my 
country; 1 saw tlPat there was no hope of accommodation by such;.~means 
as f had considered. His purposes were plain ; and it was my cle&r duty 
to let them reach me, and not the merchants acting’ principally for. g-bsent 
men, aPd therefore wholly incapable of taking consenta.niq»pa copraes, or 
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any other than those which would load to separate and i;uinous surrenders 

• of all this immense mass of property. , 

• The surrender of the ifroperty at the first public summons w&.s 

founded upon the clear perception, that tlie demand without alternative of 
any kind, under the cireuinstanccs of strictest and most unprovoked 
restraint, faithfully described in my public notice, (Inclosurf No 20 in 
my despatch of March 30) was an act of forcible spoliation of the. very 
tvoj-st description justly leaving- to Her Majesty the right of full imlcnuiity 
an<l futifre security. * ^ 

' The situation of this peculiar property h.a.s been entirely altered by 
the High Commissioner's proceedings ; and his continuance ()f the state of 
restraint, insult, and dark intiinklation, subsefjiiently to the surreiuler, has 
certainly classed the vvhole case among!^ the most shameless violences ■ 
which one nation has ever yet dared b> perpetrate against anotlun*. 

It is not by measures of this kind that the Chinese (iovernmeut can 
hope to put down, a trade, wliich every friend to humanity must deplore ; 
great moraf changes can never be effected by the vi(»lation of all the prin- 
ciples of justice and moderation. The wise course would liave 5)ccu to 
make the trade shameful, and wear it out by degrees in its pn^sent form. 
Thocour.se taken will change the manner of its pursuit at once, cast it 
into desperate hands, and with this long line of unprotected coa.st, 
abounding in safe anchorages, and covered with defenceless cities, I 
foresee a state of things terril)le to reflect upon. 

Perhaps, indeed, the cljief mischief of the actual proeeeding.s. is the 
evil feeling of revenge they will unquestional)ly produce in the luiiuls of 
the class of men, otlun-vvise disjM)sed to engage in the trallie for the nterc ' 
love of gain ; they will .seem to justify, in the consciences of such persons, 
every species of ret.iliiVtion. indeeri, 1 feel assured, that the single mode 
of saving the coasts of the empire from a shocking cimracter of warfare, 
bolli foreign and <loinostie, will In; the very pn)mpt and powerful inter- 
ference of Her J\Iaj 'sty's (lovernment for the just vindication of all 
wrong.s, and the clfoctual prevention of crime and wretched nes.s 
permanent settlement. 

(’omprehensively <.'mlsidered, this measure lias become of high 
obligation towards the Chinese tiovernment, as well a.s to tlie public 
interests and character of the IJrltish nation. There can be neither safety 
nor .honour for either CJovcf-iimeiit till Her Majesty’s flag flii's on tlu'se 
coasts in a secure position. 

CdHfov, April II, 1839. 

The interval betw^cen the date of my last notice and the pnwent, has 
been mainly occupied by' the High Commissioner’s pertinacious adherence 
to the demand for the execution of the bond, (Inelosure No. 1.) The 
inclosurc.s Nos. 5 and 6, form the continued correspondence on that 
subject. 

, The American ajtd Dutch Consuls have been similarly .as.sailt'd, and 
have replied substantially in the same sense. 

Prisoners in his Excellency’s hand, 1 have not considered it expedient 
for the present fe> explain, that, whilst Her Majesty’s Government will 
ofler no objection to the principle, that the Emperor has the just right to 
make what laws seem good to him for the government of all persons in 
his dominions, there will remain, first, the right of remonstrance and its 
consequences to Her Majesty ; secondly', the free plection of cleparture to 
Her Majesty’s subjects; and, thirdly, an inherent impossibility to the 
admissible execution oT any legislation involving capital, anti probably 
any otheri punishment or linTHlity, save expulsion, in respect of Her 
Majesty’s subjects who m.ay remain in China, till the laws, in the language 
of fUs late’ Majesty's instructions, .shall be administered lowaVdslhein “ in 
the same manner in which the same are. or shall be, admin i.stererl towards 
th'J subjects of China.” 

Henicd all right of free intercourse, or appeal tolbe higher tribunals 
of thft empire, the state’ of circumstances contcmplatecl in the instructions 
dues liot exist.. ' ‘ > 

Being on subjcd6,>I should not omit to mention to youv Lordship* 

.3 D.2 . ■’ 
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that most of 'th’e foreign'' mcrchitnts in Canton had already stg'ned 
transmitted to ‘tile High CJommisSionef, -a voluntary pledge, coitchcd iif ' ■ 
very extensive terms, to the effect, tha(> tliey would have nO furthCf '^'J 
connexion with the opium trallk*. ' His Exccliency, however, 'was not 
satisfied, and hence the bond. '■ 

I trnttt that 1 shall bO’^able to avert any recurrence to intirriiddtory **'' 
proceedings against the merchants, concerning this inonstrous'instrument, ' 
presenk’d at a moment and tinder circumstances which intensely ag^rai >' • 
vate the responsibility that the High Commissioner is casting upon his ' 
country and hiinsolF. His Excellency, hovAcver, left Canton for the Boe'ea • 
Tigris y(‘st(*rday evening, to be pr<*sent at the delivery of the opium; and - ’ 
I know not what effect tny last address produced upon him. - ' 

Hut adverting to the demand t have made for time, (which I 'hav'c 
inaile principnlly to turn aside a return of proceedings against the mer- 
chants.) f need hardly acquaint 5 'our Lordship that niy first measure after ‘ 
we are set at liberty, will be to declare I fcr Majesty's Government' irre- 
sponsible for the safety of British shipping or proj)erty which may enter 
this port sul)s('quently to the date of my notice; And vvith the liberty and 
lives of Her xMaJesty’s subjects in constant danger, pending their continued 
stay within the grasp of this Govorhinent, I shall further enjoin them all, 
in urgent terms, tU quit the place with Her Majesty's establishment. My 
own departure will be regulated by the fulfilment of my public engage- 
ments to this Government. 

Wc hear of the arrival of the .ships abLankcet, but the' blockade 
continues very sfriet, and 1 am 'without letters from Mr. Johnston, since 
his departure on the .'Ird instjint. Your Lordship will judge of our sepa- 
ration from all intercourse with the ships and people Of oiir countries, 
when I mention that I have Uot succeeded in getting one line' from any 
person outside; since my imprisonment here on the 24th ultimo. It is 
to the great honour of a community principally composed of merchants 
tinaccnstomed to confinement and anxiety of this distressing nature, that 
their eonfidenec in the protection of Her 'Majesty’s Government is their 
.sulficicut support. 

' , ’ ’ Canton, April 

1 permit myself to refer your T..ordship to the memorials laid beforq, 
the Kmperor relating to the opium ,que.stion, rvliich were tran.smittcd, iu. 
a printed form, in my despatch of' Eebruary 12 ; 1837. Their attentive con- 
sideration will bo ncedful fpr the treatment of the grave public difficulties 
forming the subject of these' despatches. 

The memorial of the, Governor anil Lieutenant-Governor of these 
provinces (No. 4 of the scries.) in support of the legalization policy, was 
formally transmitted to the foreigners through the official organs of the 
Government, together .Avith their OAvn ; remarkable .report. (No. 3 of the 
series). , The natural client was an immediate pud. prodigious impulse to < 
the trade; and dismissing all, claim for moderathm,- arising from thp con- 
siderations of the laxncs.s of the (^>urt (lo use careful , terms), .and the long .; 
connivance of the officers, tlie fact now noticed should of itself.have secured , f 
to this property, upon. every ground of jilsticc and sound policy, totally . 
different treatment than haa now. been fiazanied. The utmost conceivable. 
encouragement, direct and indirect, upon the one hand, and sudden violent 
spoliation on the other, are the characteristics of the Chinese measures 
concerning tjAc opium sufyect. 

The institution of intimidatory proci^edings against the merchants, 
the continued forcible detention of a 11 , our i>ersons, the menaced privation * 
of fresh Avater. of foixl, and of the life oY Her Majesty s officer; form the’ - 
hca\'Y .'iccoqnt of VcSjmnsibilities Avhich this Government has now 
currx*d. ’ • ' = ' . ,.„v 

1 am not ignorant, my Lord, tJiat the sacredness of British life, liberty, ' 
and property, from sudden andmo.st unjustifiable aggres^iion, is an active 
■ principle of 'tlmt spirit of Government Avhieh has placed, us. Avhere wg.staiid 
;■ ^amongst the nations. And whatever portion of tJjej^uttorhjpst ftfWtion of .. 

; expense ,|lcr Majesty in her magnanimity ihay .big’ploascci^^^^ veato^, the ‘ 

^ rcquireiglSnt of the whole certainly seemk of hi^iie'st’ omigatioh.' 



Sud&.A Coursie is, necessary, not for the sake of the; value snrrcndored,; or 
to ^ recovered by force, put for the effectual, preyentipu of tho like - dark 
prcMBeedings. . , . 

! There, is reasou to believe, that .the author of the rational policy.. , 
advocated in these papers, was the great minister, Yuen Yuen, for- 
mcicly, iGoveruor-of those .provinces, A man of singular moderation and 
wisdom, and probably more versed in affairs of foreign trade atul inter- 
course, than any . statesman in , the empire. Heu-Nae-tse, who was an 
oflReer*in 4his province, during his .administration, is suppo.scd to have 
acted . under his guidance, and Yuen Yuen's concurrent fetirdmcjit, or 
nearly so, from the inner council, by the Kmperor’s permission, with the 
late degradation of Hcu-Nac-tsc, is a circumst.anee which favt)rs tiicso views, > 

.‘The adverse eh.aracter of reasoning in those reports is less remarkable 
in my judgment, onjureount of. the spcjcial hbstility to the legalization of... 
opium, than because of the, general reacti\'^ and restrictive, spirit concerning . 
the, vvhole .subject of foreign intercourse, . 

This schenae of policy would necessarily acquire prodigious credit and . 
force, if.the present jn'oceedings were Ijghtly treated. 

IJut from, all 1 have been, able ■ to. observe of the character of tJiis 
Court, it Seems to be ’a just inference that iminedi.atc and vigorous, 
measures on the part of Her Majesty’s (lovernmcnt will as suddenly and ... 
completely restore the wise and liberal party, to tlie ascendant, in the...; 
.Kmperor’s (.'ouncils, as it w.'is lately cast out. 

At all events, the time h.ns, arrived when Her M.ijcsty's (lovernment 
must consent to the rapid groVth of rcla-vatioii, or restriction, concerning , 
foreign, iulorcoiirse the more sinister of . which, policy has prevailed for the , ^ 
moment, and is uotually . in harshest operation. .. In my own humble 
opinion, tho Chinese Govurnment is utterly without the spring of power to 
jerk b,'ick (if 1 may so lm\c it) to the accomplislummt of the pr(',se,Di 
reactive purposes ; in my miml. they can lead only .to a safe setting .aside , 
by Iter Majcst\’s prompt, powerful, .and measured .intervention,. or t«> dis- 
ereditable, but not less certain,, overthrow, by the movements of lawless . 
men on ilic coasts. , 

Thus profoundly impressed, (and my practical opportunities of judging 
are so favourable, as to go far to compensate my inability to so.areli such 
subjects with the needful spirit,) I cannot but express tlie anxious hope 
that Her Majesty’s Government will find it easier, more just to itself, and 
more oonsiderab^ to this empire, to adjust the ofi’ccts of the rash but •’ 
impotent proceedings which emanate frtmt the actual (.'ouncils of the. " 
Emperor, than to remedy, at some little later period, evils of a different 
and far more dilTicidt nature. ‘ 

- It hits sometimes occurred to me, that the nnc.asy temper of the 
Ncpaulose and Burmese Courts, particularly on the subject of ■ the 
residence of political 'agents; -ts not'entirely unconnected with (Ihlncsr- 
suggestion; neither can I dismiss from my mind the surmise, th.at the 
increasing indisposition of the ('hincse' to the foreign trade by the se.a • 
shores; imiy -find some e^^planalidn In the Existence of an e.stal)Iisliment at 
Peking, which I need'hdt adS'ert to particularly; but whence tlu‘ notion, 
that safer and more' extensive Commerce and intercourse might be eiirried 
on by the land frontier would arise 'more naturally, than any suggcsl ions 
favorable’ to' the British’ Government, or to the protection of British trade. 

• Cantov, April 17, 1839. 

• I , . r . 

The corrcspon4cnce j(Indosurcs Nos. 8 and 9) vyill inform your 
Lordship tlmt;. our captivity, glill continues; the servants, liowevcr, - 
are cK)ming back gradually,; ana,l collect from a letter of jMr. joj^nston's, 
dated on tl»c ,15th ias:^aut,, that about one-half of the opAiim sun’cndcrcd 
will bo dclivei*ed to the officers of the (Chinese Government lo-morrow 
evening. 

; . Cfeftt/on, Jjor// 22, IhSD. 

/ Oiir* cbnflnemeTit. still ephtirihes, and the iiiclosurcs Nos, 10, 11, and ' 
12, will ^Uic6 yoiir temdahip .in possession of the pretexts which tlip High 
Commis^idnd^ Ijias pPt i^Vward m of this protracted outrage. 
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Tho iuterniption of my communications with Mr. Johnston, ai the 
Bocca 'ri{ 2 ;ris. prevents, me from knowing whether the one half of the 
oj)iiim 1)0 actually surrendered. But 1 have no doubt that must be the 
case, and indeed his Kxccllency’s last communication contains an avowal 
that he docs not mean to kcc]) ni.s pledge in respect to the opening of the 
intcrcotirsc. 

No circumstance shall disturb my determination to let him fill the 
measure of his responsibility. For I well know that remonstrance ,from a 
man in my present situation to a high Chinese oflieer. deterinmcff to be 
false Jinrl perlidious, can serve no other purpose than to furnish him with 
adroit Uirns in plamsiblc palliation of his own conduct. 

Appeals to reason or justice arc out of the question ; complaint would 
be uid)Ccomi ng ; and he would oidy wring the language of warning or 
imlignation to his own advantage. 

'rhe necessary reply to all tliis violation of truth and right is a blow, 
and that it consists neither nith my povver nor authority to inflict. But 
when 1 am in a convenient situation for placing the real' bearings of 
circumstances under view, your Lordshii) maj be assured the task shall be 
performed calmly and plainly. 

Yesterday the Hong merchants broijght me a direct address under 
the sea's of the High Commissioner, the Clovernor, and Licnt.-G«)vernor, 
reiterating the demand for the bond. I tore it up at once, unci dcsirccl 
them to tell their oflicers that they might take my life as soon as they saw 
fit; but that it was a vain thing to trouble themselves or me any further ■ 
upon the subjc'ct of the bond. There had been men. I reminded them, 
with naked swords before our doors, day and night, for more than four 
weeks, and as it was to be presumed they had orders to kill us if we 
attemjited to escape (tlioiigh there had been no previous formality of a bond 
of consent) there could bo no need for our bonds of consent to the killing 
of other people at .sonic future period. It was competent for the Fmporor 
of Cliiiia to make what laws he saw good, incurring the risks of their 
execution, risks which it was not to be ilcniecl were very c;onsiderable, and 
about whicli they shoidd hear more, when 1 could find a suitable occasion 
to treat so grave a subject. ' 

Turning now to other tilings. I would beg to turn jour Lordship’s 
particular attention to the expressions signifieaiiL of some purpose of 
indemnity or remuneration, which are to be found throughout the Com- 
missioner’s papers; and upon this point it is most material to observe that 
the first pretensions concerning the burning of the opium have entirely 
disappeared from the later documents. 

Indeed, iny Lord, I have ascertained beyond all doubt, that the .sur- 
render of this mass of property (under the declaration that it was taken 
away, from Her Majesty’s subjects in the name of Her Majesty,) has over- 
turned the original schemes (of whatever' nature they were) and that the 
High Commissioner has applied to the Court for orders concerning its 
disfM)sal. In the mean time, he remains at tile Bqcea Tigris, superintend-, 
ing an chihoratc examination, careful repaekage, and elassincation of the' 
opium into three sorts; carefulness which does not accord reasonably vvith 
destructive intentions. In my judgment, the main body of this opilim, in; 
fact all that is .saleable, will be turned to the most advantageous account; 
and 1 confess 1 have a suspicion that the present spoliatory measures 
will end in the legalization of the trade, upon the footing of a Government 
monopoly, with probably .some provision for the cessation of imports for 
one year, and perhaps u limited and annually decreasing amount, after the 
expiration of that period. This train of events Is agreeable to the sugges- 
tions of the most cnlightencil Chinese stdtcsmcn; ami the actual possession 
of at least one year’s consumption, will enable thetiovernraent to commence 
its operatk)n on the favorable footing of making the native con.sumers pay 
such prices as w’ill place the Government in a situation to reimburse the 
foreign claimant fully for his opium, and leave a handsome surplus to go 
to the Imperial 'rreasury. . , 

The actual pncfM>f opium in this city is certainly nothing uiftlsr 1200 
dollarh,'a chest ; 1 earn t at late deliveries hiue . been itiade outside at 
abouf..^p dollars a chest. Y our Lordship will judg^ how easily the CbiitcisO 



QoyeVument may form a suflicient fnml to defray the char{>c of in<lcinnity. 

However, without prolonging this course of speculation, 1 may say, 
tljat^ there is no doubt at all of intention to*pay something by some 
means. 

Let Her Majc.sty’s Government then think Qt to respond to these 
tidings with an immediate and .strong <leclaration that it will exact com- 
plete indemnity for all manner of los.s; and I am well assured that s\ieh a 
communication alone will so hasten the purposes of the Chineses G(»voni- 
inent, ftnd.tJO extend the njeasure of remuneralion (certainiy already 
intended,) that there will be nothing to seek for under that heaci by the 
time that force can reach these coasts. The demand of all others which 
the Chinese would least wish to meet at such a moment is one involving 
money payment. 

I will not dismiss tliese remarks without taking the liherty to submit, 
in a brief form, the gemu'al impressions w4iieh are more and more forcibly 
fixing themselves upon me, as I attentively consider the whole subje<!t of 
those despatches. 

In tlic tinU place, it appears to me that the immense extension of our 
peaceful trade and intercourse with this om]>ire is as <-i'itaiu as any event 
dependent upon human agency can b • said to be. 

Secondly. — That this olijL'ct can aloiu^ be attained by immediate 
vigorous measures, founded upon the most moderate ulterior purposes. 

Thirdly. — That as a more just. ncees.sary, or favourable conjuncture 
.for action never presented itself, so, upon the other hand, it cannot bo cast 
away, except at the certain atul immediate sacrilict* of honourable tr.adc 
and intercourse with the empire ; and the (iroduction of such a condition 
of frightful evil as Her Majesty’s Government will not beai; to consider. 
And, lastly, that every ipan’s just indemnity may be surely recovered 
from this Government. 


Catiioii, Moj/ 4, 1831). 

The. monotony of our confinement till this date, has been interrupted 
by nothing except harassing rumours concerning Macao, forming the 
subject of other despatches. 

Hut to-flay an official paper lias reached me (Inclosuro No. 13) which 
yoxir Lordship will observe opens out the way to all but .sixteen [icrsons. 

I need nut say that 1 shall ’not quit Ganton till my public obligations 
are fulfilled, and never, except in the company of those of my countrymen 
■whose names arc mentioned in this paper. 

I have just issued the accompanying circular (Tnclosure No. 14) and 
at a future moment, when the present proposed purposes of relaxation are 
in train, and the Chinese less liable to excitement, which might have the 
effect of abruptly closing the door again, I shall promiilgato the inchxsed 
notice (liiclosure No. 15). * 

My last information from Mr, Johnston, dated on the 2nd instant, 
reports the deliveries to,bc l5,501 chests; and 1 hope the whole will be 
completed in about ten days. 

The present event furnishes a suitable occasion for closing this part 
of my report. • . 1 have, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLKS ELLIOT, 

Chief SuperintG7UietU, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 148. 

Proposed BonU»regarding Opium. 

A PREPARED voluntary bond. The English Suiicrintendent Elliot, 
and the Deputy Superintendent Johnston, at the head of the English 
merchants M. N., the country merchants O. P., the Moorish merchants 

Q B., the — ^ merchants S. T., and the merchants U., V., 

hereby fvflly and earnestly bind themselves for ever to cease from opium. 

I'bey tjius'bind themsekes : That, whereas the merchants of the 
English nation and iti| dependencies, during their long continued c^mbier* 



cial intcrfoujrsp witlx, ]th,e;,j)r(;^Yii).ce^. pf l^oroughty 

'irabticfl WitftHfie 'ftex^y ii^ueinpcs pf -itlie favour pAKe Celasipal Court^^and 
have rejoiced, iti the acquisition ofauihounded gains; but^qf^j^te yeans, a 
’gain*seckiriig set of men have clandestinely brought the; filthy OptUiii, have 
•stored it up on board Ayarchousing-ships iu the .seas .of- Kwangtung, and 
have tlin.Tc Sold it, to the' infringement of the iavvs, of .thc Celestial Court. 
Aiid, whereas the Great Emperor has now bcen .pleased to give his special 
Commission to one of his high ollicers to ropair to Can, ton and inqu^^re into 
and net regarding this matter: they have now begun ito have KianTledge of 
the cxti'cine sfeycrity of t^lie, proliibitory enactments, and have been filled 
\vitli xmutterablc dread and terror; they have -I’espcetfully taken all the 
opium laid up on board the store-ships, and Kaye delivered up the whole 
to Governmeut ; tlicy entreat and implore that a memorial may belaid 
before the throne, requesting the Great filinperor to show- olemcncy beyond 
the bounds of law, and- remit- their past offences ; the store-ships that have 
discharged all. they will, ({irect to sail back jto their respective countries ; 
and Elliot, &tc., will plainly address the ' S>ovcrcign of his nation, that she 
may strictly proclaim to- all the mcrcl,iants, that they are to pay ini(>licit 
obedience to the prohibitory laws of the C'elestial Court ; that they mx«st 
not again introduce any opium into this inner land,;, that they cannot be 
allowed any longer to manufacture opium. , 

'From the commencement of autumn in. this present year, any merchant 
vessel x'oming to Kwangtnngi that may lie fouuato bring opium, shall be 
■' immediately and entirely confiscated, Ixoth ., vessel, and cargo, to the , usq; of 
Gov'ernment; no trade shall be allowed to it; and the pai'ties shall bo left 
to suffer death at the hands of the Celestial Court; .such puni.shmcnt they 
will readily sulmiit to. ; 

As regards, such vessels as may arrive, here in the. two (|uarLej’,s of 
spring and sunimcrj now current, they will have left tJicir countries while 
yet ignorant of the existing investigations and severe enforcement of pro- 
uibitidns; sxicU of them as, in this stale of ignorance, bring any opium, 
shall siuTendor it as tliej' ariivc, not daring in the smallest degree to 
conceal nr secrete it. . 

They unite together in this plain . <leclarati6n. that this their full and 
earnest bond is true. 

(First proposed AjxriMth, lb.‘J9.) 

True 'rrauslation. 

(Signed) J, Kobt." Moiirison, 

Chinese Hecrelary an fi Interpreter. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 148. 

The Prefect af Canton to Captain Ct'liul.'' 

, Cl 100, by. sjiecjal appointment. Prefect of .Kwang Chow FOb, gives^jt 
commands to the English Superintendent; Elliot, for his full informatfoh. 

H<‘ has now received from his Excellency Lin,, the High fmjAerjal 
Coinmissioncr and Governor of Hookwjnxg, the .withifi ''official injunctioiif. 

•‘'Pile English Superintendent, Elliot, has jxrescnted thb' following 
address: ■" 

[The address of Apr {fnclosvre 30 in despdfek-6f 
. , • . is Jiere.imerkd^ ■ J 

“ lijxon this duly corning before me, the High C<>mirii«rsii0itljrri rdpljr: 

,‘•1, the other day, deputed civij and military' 

.loliuston with them tolViaeao; and 1 .ll.so let the-cuttCr' gp aw?ay. 
now waiting till 'all the storeitships reach Tiankect, for th&’ deli very qP^e 
chests of’ opium, when f, the - High- Commissioner,-^ 'haVc 'resolv'ed”'^^o 
proceed in person to examine and receive the same; ; ; '* - ’ ' 

, . Let the saiil Superintendent make haste to ^equir© idl th6 foteigiKTO 
in tile factories to give lull and earnest bonds,v«thht^’^hfeyJ.\W’ijfi};^ 
♦.pi'esumy to bring Opkimi and to present the saihe» su^n^i t!0'<^ab9ie'$'f|qu|st 
,to bji^id before the' throno> asking- rewardsTof eat^or^^fentedfe'^-' -Beyll^^ 
not^qleast dilatorincss. 



i ;;r; -.M j) Bstie’ litjulqi^tions, i•^it^r^n|J .Ihp’ ^aid j^refeci imrojedi* 

-ately-td aiijoin commands On' the' Honj^ merchants,. I^at they naay give ijb 
int^oihmkhd td the Sai)ertntcilflOrit Elliot, to pay. unfailing obedience.” • 

' He 'Cthe' Prefect) having received the above, proceeds to give 
commands. When'- thes.e reach Ijhe 'said Supct;ihtendent ElUoil;, let him 
makb haste to require all the foreigners to give full and earnest bonds 
that they TVill never' bring 'opium, and. to present the same. .. Be there no 
dilq^toriHess. Hasten! hasten ! A special order. 

Tatnlkwang, i9th year; 2nd months 22nd day. (5th April, lB39.) , 

(L. S.) of the Ewang Chow Foo. 

; ' True Translatidh. ' ' , 

(Sighed) ' 'J. 'Robt. MonnisoNj 

' Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. ; , 


Ihclosure 3 in No. V4B. 

The Imperial Commissioner to Captain Elliot. 

LIN, High Tmf>crial Commissioner of the Celestial Court, a Director 
of the Board of War, and Governor of Hookwang, issues his commands to 
the English Superintendent Elliot, for his full information. 

Seeing that I, the High Commissioner, had respectfully received the 
special commands of the Great Emperor to repair to Kwangtung, for the 
utter c.Ktirpation of the opium trade of the store-ships, I is.sucd a series of 
urgent, earnest, and clear edicts. The said Superintendent, after he had 
reeeiv(?d the.se, was open to a sense of grateful .acknowledgment of the 
celestial favours, and of implicit obedience to the prohibitory enactments. 
He made a requisition of the foreign merchants, of all the nations under 
the English rule, that they should take the filthy opium on board their 
store-ships and surrender the whole amount; and he then represented 
the circumstance, requesting that the opium might be e.vamined and 
received. He herein fully manifested his dutiful obedience, and fear of the 
laws. His conduct was highly praiseworthy. 

But all the merchants, in their sordid search after gain, although on 
this occasion they have delivered up the opium to the Government, may, 
-^it is difficult to ensure tiiey will not, — hereafter continue to bring it. 
So far as rests with the said Superintendent, it will be his bounden duty to 
represent it to the Sovereign of his nation; that the thing may be severely 
prohibited, and the planting and manufacture of opium disallowed. And 
all the merchants trading in the territory of the C’elestial Court, if they 
wish to have a lasting trade, should first give severally full and earnest 
bonds, that they never will again deal in opium, presenting the same, and 
waiting till a report shall be laid before the throne, and the matter placet! 
on record. And then may^the future clearly be declared. 

Before, upon the address of the said Superintendent, 1 pl.ainlj' i-eplied, 

g iving commands. And the , form of bond I sent out by the hands of a 
eputed officer, to be transmitted, in order that obedience should be paid. 
How is it that till now bonds* have not yet been taken, and in order 
presented? 

[ hereupon command urgent haste. When these commands reach the 
said Superintendent, let him, with all speed, turn to command the 
merchants at Canton of all the nations belonging to the English rule, that 
they are ii^licitly to keep the laws and ordinances of the Celestial Court, 
and in conformity to the’ form of, bond sent out, arc to write separately, in 
the Chinese and foreign languages, each his bond. All who are in the 
foreign factories must severally subscribe their names ahd signatures. It 
shall. not be allowed that one name be left out; and all are -to re{)ort, 
through the said Superintendent, presenting them for my careful inspection. 
Thus shall 1 have it in my power to request of the Great Emperor a liberal 
c<mferment of rewards. 

Bebattse you, the said Superintendent, have been able to require of alT 
dke delivery of tiMr opium, 'therefore 1, the High Commissioner^ldbk on 
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you with high consideration. The taking of bonds now retjuiredf is a 
thing easy in comparison Vvith the delivery of the opium. If you allow 
then dilatoriness and trifling, it will appear t*nat you arc, after all, common^ 
placed weak, and powerless ; nor will 1 any longer regard you with high 
consideration. He energetic ! Tremble h(*reat ! A sj>ecial editt. 

Taoukwang, IDth year, 2nd month, 23rd day. (0th A|)ril, 1839.) 

(L..S.) of the Imperial Commissioner. 

True Translation. 

(Signed) J. Rout. Morbison, 

ChuicHC Secretary and Interpreter. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 148. 

Captain FAliot to the fmpe.rml Commissioner. 

Canton. April 8, 1839. 

hlLLlOT, &c., &c., has had the honour to receive your Flxcellcncy’s 
commands concerning the cxoimtion of (Certain bonds by the merchants of 
his country and himself, respecting the future entrance of o])ium into the 
empire. 

It has been a great satisfaction to Klliot to know, that tin; merchants 
of his own and other foreign nations at Canton, Iiavo sincerely pledged 
themselves to your Excellency to discontinue a trafle which the Emperor 
has strictly forbidden. Ami assuredly they will faithfully fulfil their obli* 
gations. For honour, tliough with poverty, is of far more value than 
shameful life and <lisgraecfu.i profit: and their characters arc g'one for 
ever, if they violate their solemn pledges to this Covernmeni. 

In the matter of the bonds, however, fi'lliot can conscientiously declare, 
that it is not in his jiower, according to the la^ys of his country, to meet 
the pleasure of your E.vcellcncy. 

The opium is a thing in actual possession ; and, therefore, it has not 
been impossible to Elliot, assuming very heavy responsibilities, to require 
it in the name of his Sovereign, and render it up to your Excellency on 
behalf of his Government. 

Hut the bonds have relation to the future ; and would involve terrible 
responsibilities in any possible case of disobedience to the prohibitions. 
They would involve, too, not alone parties themselves but others also. 
Such bonds, then, it is impossible even for his honoured Sovereign to 
require: an<l liow much more must it ]>c oiq, of the power of Elliot himself 
to require them ! 

Nay, were he so far to forget his duty as (o reqxiire them of the p>cople 
of his country, they themselves too well know the laws of their country to 
venture on giving bonds that would render them highly criminal. 

All the papers that your Excellency sends to Elliot will, of course, be' 
laid before his gracious Sovereign. Thu.*} will your Excellency’s words be 
fully known. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


CHOO,. 

(Commands 
.il lie, has 


uotlS 





Inclosure 5 in*No. 148. 

The Prefect of Canton to Captain Elliot. 

Special appointment, Prefect of Kwang Chow Foo, issues 
English Superintendent, Elliot, for his full information, 
received from his Excellency Lin, High Imperial Com- 
ovenior of Hookwang, the within official injanction. ' 
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“On the 8th instant, the English Superintendent, Elliot, uddrcssevl mo, 
making a representation in reply, and dcctaririg that the bonds have 
relation. to the future, and involve terrible responsibilities in any possibhi 
case of disobedience to prohibitions. 

“ Upon this duly coming before me, the High Commissioner. I reply:— 

“After ray arrival in CanUra, I immediately proclaimed \o all the 
foreigners, that as their past dealings in opium might have been in 
ignqjrance of the severe prohibitions of the Celestial Court, these, (heir past 
faults, >d\<5uld now he indulgently remitted, and they sjioidd merely be 
required to take the opium actually on boai'd their store-ships, and sur- 
render the whole amount to (iovernment; ami to give full and voluntary 
bonds, declaring plainly, that the vc.ssels that shall l;cn(,'ef()rl h come will 
never venture to bring opium ; or if any dp so, that the merehandize shall 
be confiscated, anrl the parties executed. 

“ In consc((uencc of this.' the foreigners of all nations addressed me. 
Although they expressed their readiness to pay obedience, their bonds 
were not, however, presented. At that time, being engaged in re(|uiring 
the delivery of the o])iam, I had not oiiportnnity at once to ;irge the 
execution of the bonds; and thought that, as the said foreigners or<liiiarily 
pay regard to the word “good faith,” they would, since they were willing to 
deliver up the opium, execute the bonds also, without any Hol'd of urging. 
Who would have expected, on the jiart of the said .Suiicrintendent, a 
continued procrastination and delay: or that he would now have pre- 
sented an address, making jM'ctexts io evade and e.veuse liimself from the 
matter ? 

“ As to what is said of the iionds having relation to the future, and 
involving terrible responsibilities in any possible case of disobedience to 
the prohibitions, and of its being" im|)ossible even for your Sovereign to 
require them, I find that your Sovereign has habitually shown a dutiful 
compliance, and has inariifesteil a, due sense of gratitude for the (kde.slial 
Court’s gracious gift of a market for trade; She will assuredly yield 
obedience to the Celestial Court’s prohibitions of a clandestine traffic. 
And if you, indeed, pay obeilience to commands, and cxecut'o these bonds, 
your Sovereign will certainly Jnclgii your conduct to have been right, and can 
never, on the contrary, consider it to have been wrong. Kor whatever 
gains your nation acquiri's, are all obtained from the C.'elestial Einjiire. 

“ Had you not come to this imu r land, your country would, of course, 
hold its own laws over you : for the tualinances of the Celestial Empire arc 
by no means enaeted for you. liut as you, being foreigners of outer 
countries, have now' come as merchants to t he f !el(>stial Empire, and as the 
Celestial Empire has endued you with gains, how can it fail to inhibit your ^ 
illegalities? Even so, w'lien the people of otlicr proviit;^"cs come to Kwang- 
tung", as soon as they commit any olleiieo. they at once become amenable 
to punishment in KWangtun^. The same jir'ineiple prevails whether as 
regards those of the empire, or those from without it. 

“Supposing, to borrow an example, |)eo])le of other eonntries should 
go to your country, Eiiglgnd, for commercial ends, and sliould disobey 
your country’s laws and enactments, would your Sovereign bear with 
them ? How' much less, then, siiall the Celestial Court, whose voice and 
whose instructions diffuse good rule everywhere, and tovvards whose 
civilization the foreigners all turn. 

“The nations lying beyond our frontier, which repair to this inner 
land, are very numerous ; and which of them does not pay implicit olx'clienec 
to our prohibitory enactments? And shall it. indeetl, specially impress 
them upon your one or two nations ! 

“ You represent that yoqruKition has its laws. These will servo only 
so long as you do not come to this inner land. But sipcc you will come to 
Kvvangtung to .trade, even your Sovereign then must eointnaod you to 
keep obediently the laws and statutes of the Celestial Empire. How can 
you bring' the lavys of your nation with you to the Cele.stial Empire. 

“ What you say, that oven your Sovereign cannot require obedience of. 
all, ydu . foreigners, is in a still . Higher degree perverse and absurd. Ybu 
show' hei^i.n., an .iniyard purpose to evade aud exeiiso yourself froni t^is 
matter ; and you would even jprevent the' operation of your.^Vefeigii'sj 
:'i, 3E8U . * 



high behests. For such unfaithful language how will you be able to 
answer your Sovereign ? , 

• “ Looking over the some hundreds of w«#rds contained in your ^dress,. 

I fihd but one sentence to approve of, namely, that good faith is bf more 
value than profit. TIicsc words are true. And my object in requiring 
these voluntary bonds to be exe’euted is, that T ihay hav e an earnest of 
this your good faith. 

“If all you foreigners; have determinetl henceforward torepentof ypur 
past faults, and amend, if you desire to carry on an honourable tfade, and 
never more to bring opium ; in that case, though you bind yourselves by 
the declaration that they who deal in opium ought to die ; yet, as this is 
spoken of such as sell and not of thos,e. who do not sell it, what hurt call 
it do to you ? ■ , : , 

“ But if you will not venture to give full ami voluntary bonds, and 
speak, as in this address, of the po-ssible case of future disobedience, it will 
he clearly seen that you vyish to (ireservc to yourselves room for the intro- . 
<hicti6n of opium, and tl^at for tliis end yoii compose 'this crafty and sly 
speech. I low. I would ask, will you manifest your good faith to men? 

“Jlc it said that the foreign slaves ami seamen may, it is to be feared, 
smuggle it — it is requisite that the owners of the ^oods and masters of the 
ships should maintain a faithful restraint. If amid the vast amount there 
be a single petty, illegality, of course the heaviness or lightness of the 
punishment must be regulated in such cases by the amount brought; and 
the party concerned shall alone be punished; how can ]>iinishmcnt be 
carelessly inflicted without discrimination being made?. or how, as repre- 
sented in your address, can other parties be involved? The oflieers of 
Kwangtung of every grade, have hitherto always treated you with an 
excess of indulgence, and never with excess of severity. How ,is your 
mind so void ,of clear perception ? 

“ At this time, when opium has so extensively pervaded the land with 
its poisonous influence, and when I, the High Commissioner, have received 
the Great Fmperor’s, special commands to extirpate this thing, how can I 
fail to, require of you the execution of an agreement to put a stop to it? 
So soon as these lionds shall be executed, 1 shall assuredly report to the 
Great Fmpcrpr, that your foreign merchants of all nations are all ready 
to observe their duty, and fear the laws ; that they may be allowed still to . 
continue a permanent trade. And from thcmxjforth they will be trusted; / 
nor will depravity and tleccil cm their part be an,y longer apprehended. 
Thus all the foreigners will stand in an honourable position, and still more 
so will you, Elliot. Be careful, then, not to damage yourself by obstinacy. 

“ 1 proceed to issue commands for obedience to be paid. And to this 
end I enjoin the Prefect of Kwang Chow Foo immediately lo give these 
commands to the I long merchants, that they'hiay transmit the same to the 
'said Superintendent, Elliot, requiring his unfaHling obedience.”^ 

He, the Prefect, having received the above, jiroceeds tb issue the 
commands. When these reach the said SupcrinUindeiit, Elliot, let him pay 
immediate and unfailing obedience. A Special Edict! 

Taoukwang, Iflth year, 2nd month, 25th day. (8th April, 1839.) 

■ ■ (L-S.) of thd'Kwang Choiv Foo. 

True IVansTation. 

j . , (Signed) J. Roirr. Mourison, 

Chinese Secretary and Interpreter, 



Incl^sute ^ in Np,.148, 

Cftptttin El/iot to t/ie Imperial Comjitissifmer. 

. Oan^ow, 10,:1839. 

ELLI01\ &e., has had the honour ti/ receive your Kxccllcncy''s'co':rw’- 
inamis of date the 8th April. , ' 

The argument, that a person of any other tiationi repairing to Kiigland 
for commercial purposes, nUist pay obedfence to the Knglish regulations 
and prohibitions, and that in like mariner it is recjuircd of the Knglish 
peoj>le wlio coiife to China to trade, that they observe implicitly the Taws 
of the Celestial Kmpii’c, is most lunVinoui?. • • . 

It is bcy'onddi.spute, then, that those who will come to Canton to trade, 
must act in obedience to the laws. lint the new regulation regarding' 
these bonds is incompatible with the laws of England. If, therefore, its 
observance be imperatively insisted' nptm, and these bonds be .absolutely 
rcquire(l, there will remain no altcrhative but for the English men and 
•vessels to depart. In this mponer, while iiO resistance is offered to the 
laws of the Celestial Empire, neither will there be .any infraction of the 
regiil.ations of England: And, thus, Iwth will be preserved intact. 

Recollecting th.at his nation has carried on trade with China, under 
the benign rule of tlie Great Emperor, for more thsin two centuries, Elliot 
humbly hopes that warning will be fjiirly given of the extreme severity of 
the prohibitions. His country’s possessions are rather disUant. Perh.aps, 
then, the appointed term may be- considerately extended. If, froin the 
opening of the trade, a term of five months may Vic'allowed for the people 
of the Indian possessions, and a term of ten months for the people of 
England herself, before this n6w rule shall pass' into operation, then none 
will remain ignorant of the existence of such a law; and if any come to 
Canton, they will of necessity pay obedience to it. As regards such’ 
vc.ssels as may arrive, bringing opium within the five or the ten months, ‘ 
Elliot will be able to send them away again. 

‘ (Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


Jlriclo^ure *7 in No. 148 


I, ^'he foreign’/ Mercfmnts fo the Imperial Commissioner. 

f . ' ' ' I ' 

' CanUm, March 

\ if . ii' ' 

THE foreign merchants of all nations, in Canton, have received with 
profound respect the Edict of his Excellency the Imperial Commissioner ; 
and now beg leave .to addsess bis Excellency, having already communi- 
cated through the- Hong merchants^ their intentions of doing so wuih the 

least possible delay, ■ ...... 

They beg to represent, that being now made fully aware of the Im- 
perial commands, &c., the entire .abolition of the traffic in opium, the 
undersigned foreigners in Canton hereby pletlge themselves not to deaji in 
opium, nor to attempt to introduce it into the Chinese Empire. i 

Hawng now.recorded their solemn pledge, they have only further; 
in<»t respectfully,^ state to ;^hi», Excellency, that as individual foreigii' 
mer#antff:i^y'aQ^ controlling sucp ei^nsjiye 

embraces; ai^ illey 
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trust His Exccliencv will ajppi'We • of their leaving. ai final settleniont to be 
arranged through the Representative of their respective nation^. 

(Signed)* 

Fox, Raw SON, and Co. James MAfMESoN, for himself and 

T)EN'i;andCb. . partners. 

Russeli. and Co.,,. Rossabhoy Hormusjee. 

Wetmoue and Co. CowAsiEE Rallanjee, and 

t). and M. RusTOMiBEy Cursetjre Romanjee. ^ ^ 

■ Savuckshaw Rustomjee. Edmund Moleer. , * 

■ l.DE Souza Heerjeedhov Rustomjee. 

' . Gowasjee Sapoorjee/' ’ ' . A. and D. Fuhdonjre.: 

■ Jl’ussEf.1,, SruEGts, andCo. Burjoohjee Manuckjee. 

Bell and Co. • Hormuzjke Framjee. 


be a ijlijgle, petty, iljegaTity, ^of . 

puni^meni;mi7s,t be Wg^ in sucjiip^esJ>y,the,ap[»0»h|^brQ^gh^ i. 

-the pai’ty hpnccrrii^l sh^U'aipne.jbe'ppnisHtipi^: hqw; chj|i 
carelessly , inflicted without ,discrifnipatioii,.wipg' paa4^,^idt•.:hq3(fi^ 
scntccl in your address, can other parties be inyolVM ^ , The?i'^ceni^® 
Kwangtung of every grade, have hitherto always treated you with an 
excess of indulgence, and never with excess, of severity, flow js yOur 
mind so void of clear perception ? 

“ At this tinu% when opium has so extensively pervaded the land with; 
its poisonous influence, and when I, the High Commissioner, have received 
the Great Emperor's special commands to , extirpate this thing, how can I 
fail to I'etjuire of you the execution of an agreement to put a stop to it? 
So soon as these bonds shall be executed. 1 shall asstiredly report to the 
Great Emperor, that your foreign merchants of all nations arc all ready 
to observe their duty, and fear the laws ; that they may be alloweil still to 
continue a permanent trade. And from thenceforth they will be trusted; 
nor will depravity and deceit on their part be any longer apprehended. 
Thus all the foreigners will stand in an honourable position, and still more 
so will you. Elliot. Be careful, then, not to damage yourself by obstinacy. 

“ 1 proceed to issue cxnn mauds for obedience to be paid. And to this 
end 1 enjoin the Prefect of Ivvvang Chow Foo iiumcdialely to give these 
commands to the Hong merchants, that they may transmit the same to the 
said Superintendent, Elliot, requiring his unfa^.ling obedience.”^ 

He, the Prefect, having received the above, proceeds to i.ssue the 
commands. When these roach the said Superintendent, p]|liot, lot him pay 
immediate and unfailing obedience. A Special Edict! 

Taoukvv.’ing, llUli year, 2nd montli. 25th day. (8th April, 1839.) 

((j.S.) of' the K Wang ('how Foo, 

True Translation. 

(Signed) J. Rout. Morrison, 

Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 
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“ This having duly copie before me, the Lieutenant-Governor, I nave 
ac(][Uaintcd myseli with the, contents. I find. that the said Superintendent, 
EHio.t, before,* in ol)cdie‘nce to the commands given, exjiressed his readiness ' 
to deliver up, the opium, on board the store-ships. .. Uis Excellency the 
Imperial Commissioner,-, in concert with the Governor, has consequently 
proceeded to the Bocca Tigris to direct the receiving thereof. B&t barely 
three days have elapsed, when the said Superintendent abruptly makes a 

E retest of the foreign inei'chont Daniell’s child bciiig sick, to request that 

e shoulcLlfave permission to go to Macao to take care <jf it. ^ -This is a 

matter affecting the said individual merchant alone. How can it have 

been regarded as a fine occasion for making an experiment? It is ai,^y^ry 

foqlish and confused proceeding ; and the request it is impossible to 

“In brief, his Exccllencythc Imperial Commissioner, with thcGovernor 

and myself, the Lieutenant-Governor, in the conductor this affair will hold 

fast the grand principles of justice. We are all awaiting the delivery of 

the full amounts of the opium, that we may thoroughly arrange the matter. 

The said Superintendent, &e., should, -of course, in implicit obedience to 

tlit^;j.i^evioualy-givcn commands, wait quietly, until having, received com- 
’ '■ 



the said Superiji'teii|i^|t, 
faiUpg obedieiice. , With speed 1. With speed!”^ ; 

received' the above, proceeds to issue com- 






, . — ,, 

peuing of the trade, s a term' bf fiVfe’mdnthk ’ma'y ’ be ‘allo'tTiwf fbfyhe 
f the . Indian possesSibris, ' term of 'ten months , for the 


Lney wut qv nceessiry pay oDcoicnce ui iv, 

esselh as mattb.rnVe.'^bi-inMhjlfJ^ftibth Wittijtf t(ie fiVeici; thfe Wir 
Uliot A^ill able tO'hend th^ ' ’J 

(0HAjRLES-;EIi£<l9^v: 

fei ? I f 




Jnclosure 7 in No. 148 

tt'he jh'oreign, Merchants, to the Imperial Commissioner. 



nd now beg^ 
ated th 


,to addiNis, 



• ‘ ' OoMtonr AfarcA 25, 1839. 

^ all nations, in Canton, have re<jeivcd with 
li^Excellency the Imperial Coriii«ii.ssioner ; 
‘lellcncy, having already communi- 
>ueir intentions of doing so with the 


ip#’rc$j 


ITthat being now m^e fully aVare of the Im- 
>^tttire abolition of the traffic in opium* the 
in . Cdiiton hereby pledge themselves not to deatin 
||mpt to thtrqllii;^. it into tlie Chinese Empire, i \ 
Meijmeorded pledge, they have onlj^further 

that as individdal-'SceieiL 


‘ ^ controlling such- ie 
edict emhrACM* ' o 



trust TIis ETtcellchcy will apprdve of their leaving a final settlement to be 
arranged through the Representative of their respective nations. 

(Signed)* " 


Fox, Raws()N, and Co. 
Dent, and C’o. 

Russet.i. and Co. 


James Matheson, for himself and 
l)artners. 


Wetmore and Co. • 

D. and M. RrsTOMJBE. 
Savitcksiiaw Rustomjee. 

I. 1)K .SoL'ZA 
COWASJEE SaPOOUJHE. 

RiJsstn.L. Sturgis, and Co. 

Beli. and Co. 

Damell and Co. 

Dikom and Co. 

Gibb, Livingston, and Co. 
Robert Wise HoLtiDAY, and Co. 
Bovet Brothers and Co. 

IfORMUXJEE BvRAMJEE. 

MacV'icar and Co. 

Framjee JamSETJEI3. 

J. and W. Cragg, and Co. 

Sha u.xshai.l Burdrodeer. 
Abaden and Samsooden. 

JiiNDSAY and Co. 


Dossabhoy Hormusjkk. 
Cowasjee Paluanjee, and . 
Cuhsetjbk Bomanjee. , 
Kdmund Moller. * * 

fl EER.TEEBHOY RuSTOMJEE. 

A. and I). Furuonjeb. 
Burjoohjee Manuckjee. 
lloHMuzjEE Framjee. 
Framjee Dadabhoy. 
Bomanjee Manuckjee. 
Bomanjee Hosanjee. 
Jamsetjee Rusto.mjee. 
Paelanjee Dohabjee. 
Cursetjee Shapoorjee. 
Nasseravanjee Dorabjee. 
Paeeanjee Nasseravanjee. 
Turn er and Co. 

W. and J. Gkmmell and Ck). 
Bibby, Adam, and Co. 


Inelosore 8 in No. 148. 

Captain Elliot to the Lmiienant^Gorernor of Canton. 

f 

Canton, Jpril 12. 1839. 

ELLIOT ai’quainls your Excellency that llic child of Daniell, one of 
the men of his nation, presently detained in Canton, lies grievously sick at 
Macao. 

Elliot has therefore to request that your Excellency will be pleased to 
give immediate orders for the liberation of Daniell, in order that he may 
proceed to Macao and fulfil his parental duties. And this is the moro 
neee.ssary, because the physician of the English nation stationed in 
Macao is also sick. 

Confiding in you*' Exeelloncy’s justi<?c and humanity, Elliot prefers 
this request. And, with sentiments of high cQnsideratioin has the honour to 
remain, &c. . , 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


Inclosurc 9 in No. 148. 


Tie Prtfect of Canton to Captain Elliot, communicating the reply of. the 
lAeutenunUitovernor to Captain Elliot’s Address of the \2th of A jiril. 

ClKjlO, by special appointment. Prefeel of Kwang .-C’how Foo, issues 
commands to the English Superintendent, Elliot, for his full information. 

• He has noAv received from E, the Lieutenant Governor of Kwangtung, 
the within ofiieial communication. 

Upon the 12th of April, the English Superintendent, Elliot, Addressed 
following terms. 




Address of \2th April 8) is here inserted.} 
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“ This having duly come befoix; me, the Lieutenant-Oovernor, I have 
acquainted myself with the contents. I find that the said Superintendent, 
EHio.t, before, in obedience to the commands given, cxpresseil his readiness* 
,to deliver up the opium on board the store-ships. His ExcellcMicy the 
Imperial Commissioner, in concert with the CJovcrnor, has consequently 
proceeded to the liocca Tigris to direct the receiving thereof. 13&t barely 
three days have elapsed, when the said Superintendent abruptly makes a 

{ metejct of the foreign merchant DanieU’s child being sick, to request that 
1C should Kave permission to go to Macao to take care qf it. This is a 
matter affecting tlie saul individual merchant alone. How can it have 
been regarded as a fine occasion for making an ■'experiment ? It is a very 
foqlish and confused proceeding; and the request it is impossible, to grant. 

“In brief, his Excellency the Imperial Cqmmissioner, with the Governor 
and myself, the Lieutenant-Governor, in the conductor this affair will hold 
fast the grand principles of justice. We are all awaiting the delivery of 
the full amounts of the opium, that we may thoroughly arrange the matter. 
The said Superintendent, &c,, should, of course, m implicit obeilienec to 
the previously-given eonunamls, wait quietly, until having received com- 
munications we shall make further proclamation. Let there not be any 
annoying representation. 

“ The Prefect is enjoined to give immediate commands to the Hong 
merchants, that they transmit these commands to the said Superintendent, 
Elliot, for his unfailing obedience. With speed! With specill ’ 

• He (the Prefect) having, received the above*, proceeds to issue com- 
mands. Wlien these reach tlie .said Superintendent Elliot, let liim pay 
immediate and unfailing ol)ediencc. A special command. 

Taoukwang, JUth year, 2nd month, 20th day. (J2th April. 1839.) 

* (L.S.) of the Kwang Chow Koo. 

True Translation. 

(^Signed) J. Ronx. Mohrison, 

Chinese Sc<^retary and Interpreter. 


Inelosurc 10 in No. 148. 

The Imperial Commissioner and the Governor of Canton, jointly, to 

Captain Elliot. 

LIN, High Imperial Commissioner, &c., and Tang, Governor of the 
two Kwang, &c„ issue commands to the English Superintendent, Elliot, 
for his full information. 

The surrender of opium is the way opened to all foreigners for com- 
mencing a new course. If th^ said foreigners possess a conscience of what 
is right, they surely ought ^vith sincerity to repent and reform, f lad ..all 
the store-ships been on the alert in coming up, the opium would ere this 
have been entirely delivered, and the re.straints removed. J3ut having been 
repeatedly urged forward, and not having yet all arrived, we, the High 
Commissioner, and the Governor, are led to think that there is some illicit 
purpose behind. 

At present, besides the ships Hercules, Amten, and Ariel, which 
are entirely discharged,- and the ships Mermaid, Jane, and Rnparell, 
which are now delivering, there are four vessels, the Nyjnph, Mithras, 
Mavis, and P/rgmi«, Yvhich, though hastened, did not arrive until the 
18th, when they reached Sandy Head together. The opium that these 
vessels have on board is very liftle, barely amounting, in the Nymph to 
' eighty chests of the Bengal drug. On careful inspection of the marks left 
by. the water on the sides of the vessels, they arc^ found to bd raised out, 
aboye the water, with new marks below, thereby plainly showing that the 
vessels have-been freely transhipping outside, and redu(‘ing tlie quajitities, 
before coming up to deliver. 

. Moreover, to-day a naval cruizer has apprehended and sent to 
person engaged in selling opium, one Leaou Tccukwang, with ' 





sei/ied a number of parcels ofMalwa [opium] which he deposes to have pur- 
chased on Imard a foreign vessel on the 10th of April. Will such a continu- 
ance of illegalities, even at the very approach of making surrender, induce 
■ men to believe in the existonce^of sincere repentance and reformation ? 

We proceed to issue commands. When these reach the said Super- 
intendent, let him spej^ily transmit dircctiQns to Johnston, &c„ . impera- 
tively to urge the seVei^V store-ships, that they 'Ai: once coihe up' together to 
Sa;uly 1 lead, and to restrain the people and .seamen of the A'essels from 
diminishing in the least degree the amount of opium. The said Superin- 
tendent must' not presume, on his having at first reported li Certain full 
amount, to let them clandestinely dispt)se ot any quantities there may be'in 
excess, thereby occasioning a return of the pervading poison;' dhdiid draw- 
ing on himself criminality and eaiise of sorrow. 'Tremblingly consider 
this. Hasten! Hassten 1-. A special command. ' ' ' 

Taoukwang, IDth'year, 3rd inonth, 6th day. (19th April, 1839.)- ^ 

(L.Sj)' of the Imperial Commissioner. 
(L.S.) of the Governor. 

True Translation. » ' . 

• '(Signed) J. Rost. Mohiuson, 

Chinese Secretary iind Interpreter. 


, ' ■ , • Inclosure 11 in No. 148. 

\ t ' _ ■ ' 

, Captain Elliot to the Imperial Commissioner and the Goifeirnor of Canton. 

ELLIOT, &c., has received your Excellencies’ commands, dated on 
the 6th day of the moon. 

The business in hand -is very extensive,' and many persons of low 
degree, sailors, and others, are engaged in it-; so that it may be difficult 
entirely to prevent the irregularities of which your Excellencies complain. 

l)ut Elliot has now;..written to . Johnston, in the strongest language, 
desiring him to be very vvatchful, and most severe in the repre.ssioii of 
such shameless,. .proceedings. And also to .issue dnvmediate and strict 
commands for the prevention of any discharging or removal of opium 
from ship to ship, at the lower anchorages;; and to haaten 'allithc ships 
having opium on. board to Chuenpee. , . « • f. . / 

% this time ,nmrc,,th^ half. the opium. must be»delivere<l-to .the 
honourable officers, so that in the course <. of this days onlera , from your 
Excellencies will .probably reach the . proj/incialt city,, commandingv the 
honourable officers to let the passage-boats and passengers go in and out 
.,ak psnal.' 

When the communications are constantly opeb; . Elliot will himself be 
enabled to exercise a more vigilant controuk r,* j • . . . .* ?}. , , . ^ 

In 3,11 his proceedings he' has manifested truth, and .sincerity; and 
your Excellencies, will .find, jthat to : repose entire.(jConfidencediyhimr''8o 
that he may act.M^ith effect, is the, surest mode of cOnipleting tho^wh^e 
delivery of 20,283 chests, and, preventing future irregularity,) * 4; 

Much disorder , will; always take place . when,, the. ebiefi .authority 
cannot. exerdise. constant, contrpul. ,< .i , • 

(Signed) . - v-t.CHARL^ EhUm. 
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‘ /i- Inelosuro 12 in No. 148. 

' C^ihin' Elliot to the Tn^pcrial Commissioner iinS the trovernor of Canton. 

; ..ELLIOT; has. the honour.. to .rej'dy ;t»*the comraands'or their Excel- 
f^.leIlcies^-of date the 19.th. April. ; ^ 

, , . On . the question of bonds, -Elliot -before plainly pointed ottt-sthe 
.• iitipracticabilities attending it. And again, on the 10th of April, herfipre- 
scinted, that as this new regulation ; was fneonsistent ■ with. the.*law^-of 
England, shotdd compliance bo abaolifteJy required-. niid -the;cxecntion of 
M4>$nda be, deemed indispensable, there would be no allernative but for the 
men and vessels, of his country td depart. 

Elliot has been appointed by his Government for tlte special purpo.se 
of superintending the -people of his -country; resorting hitner for trade. 
But finding\now,,that\the.high ofl[ieer.s .absolutely riHjuire compliance with 
neVv regidations and terms, which they have fixed for the trade of his 
country with China; and these being such as it is impossible for him to 
consent to, he has therefore .4^hc honour to i-equestthat lie may be enabled, 
at the head of the men and ships of his country, to take his cleparliirc and 
.sail away. 

Elliot still rno.st faithfully 'pleil^’es himself to deliver up to the high 
officers all the opium wluch he lately took from the English people in Her 
Majesty’^ name, . , .... 

(Signed) - CnARLE!;^ ELLIOT. 


Inclosiire 13 in No; 148. 

The Prefect of Cantoii to Captain Elliot, 

CIIOO, Prefect of Kwang Chow Eoo, with Lew, magistrate 'of 
Nanhae-hcen, and Chang, magistrate of Pwariyu-hoen, issues comin^nrls to 

■ -the English Superintendent, Elliot, for his full information.' 

' ' . He h.as n'ow received frdm their K.xcelicncies Lin, ILgh Imperial Com- 

■ 'inissioner, &c., and Tang; ^Jovernor of the two Kwang, the following 

■official injnnction : — . . • . 

“It is on record, that when the English Superintendent, Elliot, repre- 
sented -that ho tvditld clelivCr 20,283 chests of opium, F, the High Commis- 
sioner, determiue<1, on certain terms, one being, that vehen oni‘ half should 
i bo »lelivered a'measUred {^ermisijion shoidd be given for the p.assage-tsiats 
<-.to ap^lysfor passesj and run to arid frej. To this clTect, eoirimatids Wf?re 
to the said Superintondciit, that he might act accordingly. , “ ' 

“ Recently, when tho'anuMiri't n»c‘civcd' approached a half, iye;' -^he 
.{OomtriiBsib'ner and the- (iovernor, had prepared instruction^ for allowing 
the communication by passage boats ; nut Johnston suddferity desired to 
stop the deliveries, with the d<'sign of coercing tis. We, for this re.ason. 
.*Witlnh4Id tfife btlSbi*(i‘.{)rcpar<.4t-tnStl^t»ctions, and did not issue them. 

“It now appears again, that he has hastened. jip several vessels,^ 
which have consecutively mad(5 delivery. It behoves us, in* accordaja'^ 
w'ith the previous declarations, to give a measured [)erinission 
passage-boats, upon Also to 

guards from the foreign factories. And at the same time to 
operiing of the holds for trade. 

“The said Superintendent, Elliot, although he himsi 
that' he should wait the pqmplction of this matter be' 
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down tb Miica6, now that the boats can ^un, he, .may, be allowed to 
pass to and frO as usual, tp enable -him to call together with more celerity, 
and to give such orders and make such arrangements, as from ti^i^ to time 
may be called for. • . ... • 

“Those of the forcign6i*s who have been long- in the habit of tlealing 
,in opium.'sixtccii in numt>er, as by the annexed list, must still be tempo- 
rarily detained in the foreign factories, waiting until the whole matter is 
entirely cotnpletofl, when .they will be permitted to leave. This,, is, in 
acconlance w'ith the force of the terms “ measured permissiOUrl’ i£i the 
former <lec’laration.” 

“ Hut at the time when the boats leave Canton, if officers be not 
appointed to proceed to the front of the foreign factories, and there, with 
the Ilong merchants under their direction, take cognizaiuie of each by 
name, it' is to be apprehended lhat these sixteen persons may get onbosird 
the boats, and, unknown, take thefnselves away from Canton. Wc there- 
fore instruct the expectant Sub-Pref(!Ct, Lc Suh, together witli the Kwang 
Chow Hee, or brigadier, to give previous orders to the Hong merchants, 
that they enjoin it on the foreigners to give them prior notice of the time 
of any l>oat leaving Canton, that they may report to the officers aftwesaid. 
These are then to proceed in person to the place where the bfjats are 
anchored, and to ascertain what mimlxu’ of persons are on board, and 
what are their names and surnames ; and arc to direct the Hong mer- 
chants to take cognizance of them severally. If there be not among them 
any of the sixteen named, they shall tlien give to the boat a scaled pass- 
port to be shown for examination at the various custom-houses that it 
shall pass. 

“This sealed passport shall be printed according to the form here- 
with transmitter!, and scaled with the seail of the Kwang Choxy Koo, the 
blanks being filled up at the time. The officers aforesaid must by all 
means faithfully examine, and must permit no confusion or esciipc, 
whereby they will render themselves heavily culpable. 'I’he Kwang Chow 
Hee, too, must give directions to all the forts and other places of defence to 
pay obedience. 

“ Wo further proceed to issue these commands requiring the Kwang 
Chow Foo, immediately to take with him the magistrates of Nanhae and 
Pwanyu, anrl to retjuire the original merchants, Howqua Senior, &c. to 
act in accordance herewith, and immediatdy to remove all the vessels 
surrounding the foreign factories. 

“The boats registered under the designation “Obedient,” are to Ixavc 
a measured permissioit to run to and fro; still being subjected to examina- 
tion at the custom-house stations. ‘ 

“The ship Esperauca, at AVhampoa, which has already applied for 
a port clearance to return home, and the captain of which, Linstedt, is 
now in the foreign factories at Canton, mayx.at once make application to 
the Hoppo, to give permissioii for him to leave Canton, and take his 
departure. '■ 

“ All the cargo ships at Whampoa are permitted to open their holds 
for trade. Those that, being already fully laden, have made application, 
through the security merchants, for their, port clearances, are permitted 
to obtain tlie same on representation to the Hoppo, that they may be 
enabletl to set .sail and return home. 

“ As to all the foreign merchant ships arrived in the outer waters, 
they must wait till this matter is brought to a conclusion, when on exami- 
nation they" will be directed to enter their names, and proceed to 
Whampoa. 

“ The registeretl boats, proceeding fiTOm Whampoa to Canton, must 
still be subjected tp careful examination by the military guard at the two 
posts, Jeshamee and Tawang-haou, on the way up. And if they have 
contraband articles, or weapons, or gunpowder on board, must be immeo 
diately driven back, and an instant report made, in order that examina- 
tipn. may be made and measures taken. 

s; Let the tenor of these commands be also declared to Elliot, that he 
may act accordingly. Be urgent an.d speedy.” 

Prefect, having received tliis, .forthwith issues .the$e cewa- 
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mands, on their reaching the said Superintendent, Elliot, that he may 
be informed thereof. Be there no opposition^ ,A special order. 

. . [Appended is a list.] 

Taoukwang, 19th year, 3rd month, 21st day. (4th May, 1839.) 

(L. S.) of the Kwang Chow Foo 


[Supposed names of the sixteen 
append^]. 

* ••©ENT. 

Henky. 

©. Matiieson. 

Daniell. 

* Inglis. 

InBKnY. 

Dadabiioy. * 

A. Jardine. 


individuals, as given in the list 

ft 

Hebiurebhoy, 

Stanford. * 

Green. 

Framjke. 

A. Matiieson. 

* Matiieson. 

Bom AN j EE. 

Goliksborough. 


True Translation. 

(Signetl) J. Robt. Morrison. 

Chinese Secretary and Interprep^. 


Inclosurc 14 in No. 148. 


Official Notice to Her Majesty's Subjects, 

Canton, May 4, 1839. 

IN the present state of circumstances, the Chief Superintendent is 
not in a situation to do more than refer Her Majesty’s .subjects for 

f cncral guidance to his public Notice dated at Macao, on tlic 23rd 
larch last. 

He need hardly observe, however, that it is his purpose to remain , in ' . 
Canton till his public ubligation.s to this Government are fulliiled; and heV 
will alford the best information in his power of the probable jieriod of his 
departure from time to time. 

Parties will therefore be pleased carefully to regulate their proccedingsV 
aceordingly. ' . • • 

^ There is a part of the public paper promulgated this evening (not ,:- 
desirable to advert to particularly) which need give no uneasiness. 

He hopes it will felt, that the circumstances shall be suitably 
arranged at the proper moment. 

(Signed) EDWARD ELMSHE, 

Secretary and Treasurer to the 
* . ' Superintendents, 
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.. - luclosurc 15 in No. 148. 

Public Notice tp Her Majesty's Subjects. 

. , . / ; . Canton, 

THK <lisivgard of fomaj offfti's, upon tlie part of Her Majesty’s 
Officer, to adjust ail difficulties by the fidfilmcnt of Iho Imperial^ will, > the 
tinjustifiablc imprisonment of the whole foreign community in , Canton ; 
the still more \vanton protraction of that captivity, and the forced sur- 
render of property, of which the incidents have been, the utmost public 
encouragement, direct and indirect, upon the one hahd,,and violent public 
spoliation on the other: such .arc the chief facts which have sustained 
the fleclaration |)nt forward in tin* notice of the Chief Superintendent of_ 
the Trade of British subjects, date'd at Mac.ao on tlie 23rd d.ay of IMarch 
last, that he was without confidcn<*e in the justice ajjd moderation of the 
Provincial fJovernment> 

(’orreetion remaining to lie ni.ade for the; circumstances that these 
later deeds have been perpetrated mainly under the authority of tlie 
Imperial Commissioner, he is also to declare that he is without eonfidehce 
ill tljo justice and moderation of the saitl Imperial Commissioner. 

Acting on the behalf of Her Majesty's Cjovernni(*nt, in a momentous 
<‘mergeuey, he ha^, in the first place, to signify, that tlie demand he recently 
made to Her Majesty’s subjects, for the surrender of British-owned opium 
under their eontroul, had no special r(‘fer{'ncc to the eircunistanees of thal 
jjroperty : hut (beyond tlie actual pressure of necessity) that demand vyas 
founded on the jiriueiple, that these viohmt, I'ompulsory nioasin-cs being 
utterly unjust /;rr .sQ» and of general applio.ition for the forced suneiuler 
of any olhei' property, or of luinian life, in- for the constniint of any 
unsnitahle terms or concessions, it beemne highly neeessary to vest ami 
leave the right of.e.xjicting effivUial security, ami full indemnity for every 
loss, directly in the Queen. These outrages liavc; alreatly temporarily cast 
U|)on the British Crown iuuuensn public liabilities; ami it is ineumbent 
upon him, at this moment of release, to llx the earliest period Ibr removal 
from a situation of total insecurity ; and for the teriniiiatioii of all risk of 
similar respon.sihility on the part of Her Majesty’s fiovornment. 

• He is sensible, too, th.'it he could iKit swerve from the [uirposos now to 
be declared, without extreme vlanger to vast [lublie claims already pewliug. 
and to general and permanent .intercuts of liighest . moment. 

;» 'I'hus situated, then, and once more referring .to his public notice, 

• dated at Macao, on the 23rd day of March last, he has again to give 
notice to; ami enjoin all Her Majesty’s .subjects , to m.ake. prejoa ration fpr 

•^.^uitting Canton before, or at the samt; time w:ith Her "Majesity’s cstablish- 

."inont; which departure will take place, as' sooikas the Chief Su|)eriutendent 
has eomploted his public obligations to this CJovrrnment. For the general 
•t'onveuionee he 'vvill affiml the 'best information in liivi power from tinic to 
Lime, eoucerntng the jiroliablo period of that event. 

And he has further to giv<; notice, that British siibjects, or othyrs,. 
ihinking (it to make shipthenls of property on British, itccount, cm jioiird 
nf British Or any other foreign shipping,' actually in this river, vvill be 
pleased to regulate thei j proceedings, in these' respects, upon the under- , 
standing, that such shipments mtist be made, at their personal ancl 
responsibility after the date of this notice; ’ 

And he ’again enjoins all Her Alajcsty’s sjilijccts in ito 

prepiirC senlcd declarations, and lists of ^ all claims whpieyejT, against 
Chinese subjects, to he adjusted as nearly tfs may be to tlie period "of their 
rcspcelive wtireiiicvts from Cantdri before lum', or at tlie 3 ame .'time with . 
Inia. . 

And whilst it is specially to bd midehstood that' IHb jpwf of British 
property, and v'alue of all such claims handed in ,tp him befe'to depar- 
turs;,.Avijl be determined upon principles, and in a iifa^ner ^ereaftorto 
dQi!^|.f by Her .Majesty’s Covernirterit, he has to rd^i^inipdpd, >Yit^;p.yicw ; 
tpjl^nirorfttity and geneml oldarrie'ssi’.l'hat. ■daiiBg^.fd'fi.Bi-itipb in^op 
bcnir.il^'lsli^nld be drawn up aS hihy feepi^ac'tii^lde 6'a ^ ' 
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A*nd he has now to give notice to. and enjoin alMler Majesty's 
subjects, either acthally in China', or hcreafter-airiviiig, merchants, supra- 
cargiips, commanders, commanding- officers of ships, seamen, or others 
’ having control over or serving on board of' British ships br vessels, bourn] 
to the Port of Canton, not to be requiring, aiding, or assisting in .any way 
- in the bringing in t<> the said Poi-t of Canton, any such British ships or 
vessetls, to the great danger of British life?, liberty and pro|K?rty ; and the 
prejudice of "the in'tcre.sls and just claims of the Crown, till a dt?clarati(m 
.shall be fmblisihed, under his hand and seal of ollicc. to the cirett. that such 
bringing jn of jBritish shipping, or of British prtiperty in foreign shijiping, 
is safe m the premises. . i 

’ ‘ And the Chief Superintendent, making these solemn injunctions for the 

safety ’bf British life, liberty, and property, :uid in the protection of the 
interests and just ttlaims of the British Crown, reserves to Her Majeslv’s 
Government, in the most complete manner,* the power to cancel and disre- 
gard all future claims wJiatever, on the part of Her Majesty’s subjects or 
others preferring* such clhiin?? on account of British projxTty, either left 
behind, or to be brought in, if any such British subjeK-t, or others pre- 
ferring sxich claims, shall disregard these injunctions now put forward, 
respecting the keeping out of British shipping and property, till the decla- 
ration aforesaid shall be duly published. ■ . ' 

And he has once more fo warn Her Majesty's subjects in anxious 
terms, that such sudden and strong measures, as, it may be found neircs- 
siTr^^^^^ppt, on the part of compeieut authorities, for the honour .and in- 
terests ontlie British Crown, dannot be prejudiced by their continued 
residence in Canton beyoml tin? period of his own stay, upon tlieir own 
rcs[)oi'isibilitics. and in spite of the solemn injiiuclions of Her Majesty's 
officer. « 

Given niidi-r my hand and seal of office, at Canton, in China, this 
day of 1839. 

(L.S.) (Signed) CHARI.ES ELLIOT, 

Chief Sitperhileiidenl of the Trade of 
litilisk Satijeefs in China. 


No. 149. 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston. — (^Receired Sepfember 21, 1839.) 

M}’’ Lord, f ’a/dcrt, A/wy C, 1839. 

THE anxieties inf qur confinement have been distressingly increased,' 
by frequent rumours of ^tluJ^Commissioner’s aggressive, iutentions 
tovvards Macao, , , • , 

It sechis that the Portuguese have taken advantage of his Excel- 
lency’s enghgement with oi!r aif’airs, to embark their opium and semi it to 
Manilla; but th§ statement, that ijt is. all gone and that the trade should 
no longer be carried bn from, that, place, is not satisfactory; and his 
Excellency, ift believed to insist that 3,000 chests (which lie appeals to 
suppose were recently there) should be delivered, up to him. .It is also 
said, that he deffiaiids the occupation of the forts by Chinese troops; and, 
in general, that his' ’dispositions menace such purposes as vvould place the 
.settlement complotoly at his mercy. . ; > .* 

Your Lordship he<?d riot be informed that it is exposed to .considerable 
inconvenience, froiiy being sd dejseudent on the Chinese for, supplies; but 
with the coiririiand of the, sea always in our hands,, abuiYlancc of dis- 
posable shipping. and the near neighbourhood of Manilla, that difficulty 
is not serious. The nmre, so, gs the Chinese , population (principally 
artisans' brijf labourers), would, of .course, evacuate the place before agitate 
of actuaTdoMnities coramericed. , , , ; 

The safety; 6f Macao, ’ ’riiy Lord, ^i^^ in point of fact, an. object of| 
secondary 'moWcA't to 'the. Toriuguese Government; but to that ofjjlei-: 
Majesty it mity Said fe be of /.j.udispensable - necessity, and most p%r^ 
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cularly at this moment. With great difficulty and risk I have contrived 
to hold the accom partying correspondence vvith tiie Governor of Macao; 
and I have desired Mr. Johnston to lct*the outside shipping be kept in its 
near neighbourhood; f have also requested Captain Blake,, of thc-X<arne, 
to ofTfi* the (lovernor every assistance in his power. ’ • 

The garrison consists of about 400 Indian troops, of a poor descrip- 
tion, and about 500 Caffre slaves, by far the best part of the force. The 
Governor, too. told mtf. before^I left Macao, that he was supplied j?ith rice 
and .•imnuinft.ion ; and the forts are in an efficient state of defenec against 
Chinese attack. 

This may not be an inconvenient occasion to press upon your Lord 
ship’s attention the strong ncce.ssity of concluding some immediate 
arrangement, with the Government of Her Most Faitliful Majesty, ’cither 
for the cession of the Portugyc.se rights at Macao, or for the efrcctual 
defence of the place ; and its appropriation to British uses, by means of 
a subsidiary (’onvention. A garrison of l.OOtLgood troops, prin(.*ipally 
artillery, and a few sail of gun-boats would place Macao in a situation 
to c()vcr the whole trade witli this part «)f the empire. 

The inner harbour and the Taipa are open to the objeetion-s of 
not l)eing sufficionlly roomy, or of depth enough to receive our large mer- 
chant-ships. But this is not more than an inconvenience ; for we are so 
completely the masters at sea. that the large ships might remain in Hong 
Kong, and send their eargoe.s over in smaller ve.ssels ; as indeed is pretty 
much the ease at present. * ♦ 

Conneeted vvith tliis subject, f inclose your Lordship a copy of a 
desjvateh to the Right Honourable the Governor-General of India. 

Speaking without the means of precise referenet! within my reach, I 
believe your Lordship may take the annual reVenue of Macao to be about 
100,000 dollars : but by far the larger proportion of that sum aro.se from the 
opium duties ; and that sotirce of revenue can no longer be <lcpended 
upon. In ordinary years the e.\|X'nsc did not exceed the income ; neither 
do f know that tho.se r(*.sojirees iirc burdened with any considerable 
amount of debt. 

But the establishments, civil, military, and fiscal, are so defective, 
that they would need to be placed on an entirely new looting, to make the 
place of the least use as a safe cntrc])6t.,or for any real purposes of pro- 
tection ; and indeed there is Init little hope of effecting such objects whilst 
it remains in the hands of the Portuguese, 

Wc have heard that the American frigates, Columbia, and John 
Adams, have arrived at Macao; and I trust, therefore, that there is no 
serious reason for apprehension eone<!rning the safety of the place;. 

1 have, &e., 

(Signed) CHARLKS RLLIOT, 

Chief Iduperinlendent, 


Incloijure 1 in No. 149. 



Capfain Elliot to Don Adriao Accacio da SUvtira Pinib, Portugvbio 

Governor of Macao. 

Canton, April 1,% 1839. 

THE Ui^dersigncd, kc,. taking into consideration, the violent 
and mernaemg proceedings of the Chinese Gover;iment tpwnixls the people 
of all the Christian nations resorting to this empire, has now the honour 
to throw, himself and all Her Britannic Majesty’s subjects, ships, and 
property, presently in Macao, or horeaftbr f^oceeding. there, under , the 
protection of Her Mast Faithful Majesty. , , , . ’ 

Sensible of the heavy expense, and all the, othpr ej^bjairras»tneni» 
sh such r ’ ’ ■ ^ . 

iiSuianment, 
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on beliaU’ of tl?£ British Government, immediate facilities on the British 
Treasury, to any extent that your Excellency ma^ be pleased to require 
him tp draw, for the purpose of placinjv the settlement of Macao, and the 
harbour of the Taipa, in a state of effectual defence, and for the equip- 
ment ofa sufficient number of-arrned vessels to keep the coasts clear ; and 
if it shall seem necessary to your Excelleney, for the reinforcennent (^f the 
garrison, and the necessary supply of the city, by immediate appeal tc» 
Manilla. 

The* Undersigned also ipeloses a public notice, to be used at your 
Excellency’s' discretion, retpiiring all Her Britannic Majesty’s .subjects at 
the outside anchorages to attend to any commands your ExcclIcDCy may 
be pleased to impose upon them, for' the honour .iiid safety of Her Most 
Faitliful Majesty’s rights, and for the general protect ion of life and property 
at Macao, and the neighbouring anchorage of fhe 'faipa. 

The conditions of any public assistance your Excellency and the 
Undersigned may mutually render to each other in these premises, to be 
adjusted by the Goverumi’.its of our respective countries. 

The diflieulty of communication will exciist; this hasty and con- 
tracted note. 

The Undei’signed, witli sentiments of higli consideration, has the 
honour, &c., &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


Sub-inclosurc irf Inclosurc 1 in No. Nil. 

Public Notice to Jiritish Subjects. 

I, CHARLPIS ELLIOT, Stc., &.c., do hereby, in the name of Her 
•Majesty the Queen of England, require all Her Majesty’s subjects to 
whom these ju'esents may come, in the outer waters, forthwith to place 
themselves nmUu* the eoinmand of his Excelleney the Governor of Macao, 
for the defence of the rights of Her Most Faithful Majesty, and the 
general protection of the lives, liberty, and property of all the subjetds of 
Christian Gov(;rnments now «r hereafter resorting to that settlement. 

Given under my hand and seal of ofRcc, at Canton, this thirteenth 
day of April, 1839. 

(L.S.) (Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 

(L. S.) C\)untei*signcd a ml sealed, 

GOVERNOR OE MACAO. 


Tnelosui;c 2 in No. 149. 

Adriao Accacio da Siiceira Pinto, Governador de Macao, ao Sen/ioj' 

• Carlos Elliot. 


, Macao, 15 </e Abril, 1839. 

ADRIAO ACCAClOdaSlLVEIRA PINTO, Governador de Macao 
e suas Departementas, tcmlo recebido agora raesmo a notta que o Illmo. 

• iSenhor C. Elliot Ibe dirigio cm datt^dc 13, c que sc reduz a «>lfreeer .a sua 
cooperacao e a de todos os Subditos Britanicos resirleritcs nestes sitjo.s, 
para a conservacaO de este Estabelcciracnto de Macao, perteneendo aos 
.pominios de S. M. Fidelissima, e ainda mai.s a cooperacao do Governo 
de S. M. Britan ica,'faltaria ao seu ifeiis sagrado deverse cllc nao significa 
se immediatamente d'ana Senhoria, os seos mui cordeacs,e veixladeiros 
abrade cimentos, em seU nome em nome do Governo <1<? S. M. 
l^delissima, a cujo coriheciinento Icvara o mai.s depressu que ihc fdr 
possivel, .tab generoza offerta, da qual nad Ihc he’ lecito lanc;ar imme- 
diamente uao,' attendendb’ a que a sua mui particular'' sit uaead Ihe.^ 
impuem ^ ipstricto dever de tnanter hua austera neutraledacte em^^ 
quanto rasioes poderbzas b nao obriguem a outracoeza, ou se verefiq^g^o 
jpeHgo emihente qtte sua. Beuhqria parecc recear venha a acontecer, cpi 



<‘iijo casMj fraucamente se apraveitard dos genc«y<tos meios que Ih© 
aprczcnta. ' 

Para de alguS jmaneira corrcspontlcr a offerta de Sua Senhocia, o 
al>aixo assignado tero o prazer de asscgiirar a Sua Senhoria que ipepetindo 
i> <|ue,(Jisse cm a sua notta da 22 do passado, ©lie protegeriS. e6iin**^^uanto 
©stiver ao se'u alcance.as vidas, e as propriedades dos Subditos Inglezes 
cxistenU's cm Macao,.coni a uuica cxcepcao mareada cm aquclla, notta ; e 
tem a satisfacafi de Ihe renovar os protcst'os de sua alta estiraa e mui 
perfeita consideracao. .f * 

E tem a lionra de ser, &c., 

(Assignado) A. A. DA SILVEIRA PINTO. 


(Translatit)n.) 

Macao, April 15, 1839. 

ADRIAO ACCAC^IO DA SILVEIUA PINTO, Governor of Macao 
and its dependencies, having just received the note which the Most 
Illustrious Senhor C. Elliot has addressed to him, dated the 13th instant: 
the purport of which is to oiler his own co-operation, and that of all 
British subjects residing in these parts, for the maintenance of this settle- 
ment of Macao, belonging to the dominions of Her Most Faithful Majesty, 
an<l still further to olfcr the co-operation of Jlcr Britannic Majesty’s 
Government, would fail in his most sacred duty did he not immediately 
return to the Superintendent his very cordial and sincere thanks, both in his 
own name and in that of Her Most Faithful Majesty’s Government ; to which 
governmcBt shall be conveyed, with as much speed as is practicable, the 
information of an olfcr so generous ; an offer, however, of which he is not at 
liberty immediately to avail himself, feeling that his very peculiar situation 
Imposes on him the bouuden duty of observing a strict neutrality, so long 
as pinverful reasons shall not constrain him to a different line of conduct, 
or until there shall be evidence of the imnfuient peril which the Superin- 
tendent seems to fear, as being about to happen ; and in this case he will 
frankly take advantage of the generous facilities pre/sented to him. 

To reciprocate in some nicasurc th6 offer made to him, the Under- 
signed has the pleasure to assure the Superintx^ndent, that, reiterating 
what he said in his note of the 22nd ultimo’*, he will protect as far as 
lies within his j>ower, the lives and properties of English subjects in 
Macao, with the sole exception specified in that note. And he has the 
satisfaction of renewing to him the declaration of his liigh esteem and 
very perfect consideration. 

And he has the honour to bd;‘ Stc. ». 

(Signed) A. A. DA SILVEIRA PINTO. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 149. 

Captain Elliot to Lord A uckland., Governor-General of India. 

K. 

My Lord, * Canton, April 

I HAVE the honour to inclose a copy of a despatch to Viscount- 
Palmerston, datetl on the 3rd instant; and the copies of my <^er 
despatches transmitted by this occasion to Calcutta, furnish a detailed 


* In reply to a note) of 
of Her IVfaJcsti 
full teitns* tl 
papers witH^forwardid lia 


Captain Elliotts of Marc^, i^'qtirestm^ pi^perty 

fti subject a at Macao froirn attack by thaChinoae* tbe 

rcksonablp_oxcciittci^"^- 


soon 







|hAt spoliation' \ybi^^ broken up the 

foundations of this gireitt ‘tradS, sd'far 'as tranti?h- ‘ber * ‘^odfeidehed, 

-rfifs^d for.«yoir;r ■, • ■’■ _ ;lv 

■ M‘ . ,.T}wi. general , nwasjjtros to b'e"^ r«|\'iirc tha 

rsan.cpoOe.of Hey Majest^S Jtjovernmw but imrt^iate .countenance and 
?;:pirotwtibn ai;if^ nee-essai'yvfQr '^ anil "fimperty ; and I am 

fjsen.sible your tiOrdsbii> WHU'^iiot r6<i;uire any inj{)oriuhities on my part to 
.4o wljateypr nyay J)c ,in ydnrXordshiip's po\ycr in ^ * 

many snips of war hs can bo def;a'chrrl.’'aitd' armed vessofs. to lie 
employed under the. comniand,, of the naval ofliccr.s,'(th& w'holo tO' be 
tinSilyu^tod^^fOijfprny to ipy reqttisitipps,) ; seem to be the most suitable 
means of protoctidn available 'at this lUbhit’hf;' '' 

•The interrupted state of my eommunieations with the Portuguese" 
Government of Macao, prevents me from •cnahliug your Lordsilip to 
judge of the degree of protection we may look tor in tliat quarter. Jlut 
at all events, the condition of:the. ifettldhent is fe('l)le in every ros])oet of 
,.,jfuJtount and character of force, and in means of su])port for the inhabi- 
i'ants, independent bf the C'hinese. 

' "T'have however, olfqr^d . his Kxcelleney facilities on ^ Hey, Majesty's 
treasury, for, placing the settlement and tlio heighhouring ahMbi^^e of the 
i Taipa in the best attitude of defence vyhiel) circumstances indy admllf^pf. 
And I have also proposed the equipment of ii shlficicnt rtomber 6f siUall 
armed vessels to keep the coasts clear; and an appeal to M.inilla for a 
• moderate reinforcement of troops, and the arrangement «d’ a rcgidar 
course of suppl)'. His Excellency’s answer lias 'not y(;t reached me. 

My future proceedings shall be submitted by evexy occasion, and in 
the mean time, 

1 have, &c„ ' 

(Signed) CHAHEKS ELLIOT, 

Chief Superintendent. 


..■ No. 150. ’ 

^ Captain Elliot to Viscouni Palperston. — (^Received September 21, 1830.) 

My Lord, Confon, Afay 18, 1839. 

ON the 11th instant, t circulated the inclosed conclusive Edict by the 
, hea.ds of this Government. ■ 

Since I closed my last' despatch, “amongst the events to be reported, 
are orders for the expulsion of JNjU’. Dent, of four gentlemen. .JBpnnucted 
» the; .firm; of ^ Jardinc, /Matlii^on, and Co., and of Hgeljcebhoy 

Rustomjec. * * " 

Also of Mr. Innes, which was the single case that formed the .subject 
of direct CDrreSpondence..with jne*..... In the others, the comiiiunicat ions were 
made to the parties, themselves. 

, The accompanying papers will place your Lordship in possession of 
the particular circumstances m Mr. Ittnes' t^ase. 

In my despatch pf April 6, 1 observed that the memorials to the Emperor 
were generally marked By a very restrictive spirit, in regard to the whole 
^question of foreign trade and intercourse. But when J madetjiat remark, 
certainly did not anticipate that such a policy was suddenly to be fol- 
but, to tWe CT^ent which va„g,ctually the case. 

/ ...'^ThCipersQn&^^edoutsj^^ merchants, (i. c. unlicensed,) ami the shop* 

« v: il£eepe.rs,;iengagedl],in^most,erthii^ve ti'nnsa^^ tlve foreigners, .and 

^bom^itqoinstent aceeas-is^^^^ necessary, are to rcmovo‘forthwith ; 

their hbus^ are to be pullecl down ; and the rtrCet's they occupy, the'buly 
. ... avenues leading inward^ from the factories, are to be closed up, or rather 
built oyer, I confess, nbWeverj notwithstanding the peremptoriness of 

believing the Government 

•i^^yeDtnre up<Hi a. measure, ¥ih: infinentiid.. 

qt|i|^bleilto]pBl^ lO^iQOO WQrlweu.^S 



^0 


A strong paling has been run round the square, no doubt with the 
purpose more easily and suddenfytto shut the foreigners from access to 
the river side; their ple^sure-bodts have been taken from them; and a 
variety of novel regulations, inconsistent with any possibility of carrying 
on tradp at Canton, have been established. 

A rough' ground plan of the facU)rics is, transmitterl, that your 
Lordship may be the better enabled to understand the actual purposes of 
isolation. , 

The ineasjires of the Government are not confined tofore^hers alone. 
The whole trade of the proviiuic is to he brokcji dt)wn under a new and 
rigorous system. 

Kvery five householders ax’c to join in bonds of mutual security ; the 
like to bo done iu the case of every five owners of junks or boats ; the sails 
to be marked in certain indicalcd forms : aiuJ a prodigious variety of other 
most minute and, in point of fact, iini>raeticable rules have been laid 
down. 

I learn from the bc.st sources of native inforiilation open to me, that a 
feeling of considerable excitement prevails throughout the city and the 
province; and wlien it is consirlcrcd that the pctxplc of this part of the 
empire have had so much more inlcrcour.st; with foreigners than any 
other; that the junks visit our own and the other settlements in the 
Straits ; and that generally there has been far more of fi-eedoin and relax- 
aitinn than at .'iiiy otluT point ; your JjOrdship will probably be dis]>osed to 
conclude, that such a siuiden wrench of system as is actually attempted, 
cannot fail to induce some early and serious state of diflieult.y. 

A refleetion arising from this view , is the expediency of accompanying 
any strong measures, which may be taken by Her IMajesty’s Government, 
by a short, manifesto in the Queen's Name, td bev translated hero, declara- 
tory of the strictest commands to all Her Majesty’s ollicers .and people, 
scrupulously to respect the persons, property, and customs of the natives 
of this empire ; and setting forth that the general ohjeets of the expe- 
dition were to make knnw'n to the Kmperor the falscdiood, violence, and 
venalily of the Mandarins, and to establish peace and honourable trade 
on a permanent footing. 

Intelligence has reached Canton last week fi’om Peking, announcing 
the appointment of the High Commissioner to be Governor-General of 
the provinces of Iviangnaii and Kiangse, Which is considered the highest 
Government in the empire. The Emperor’s commands concerning the 
disposal of the opium are also hourly expected, and the reports of the 
intention to offer indemnity gain strength daily. 

Canton, May 24, 1839. 

The intelligence of the delivery ,,pf the whole opium, for which an 
official iieceipt has been duly handed €o Mf« Johnston by the Mandarins, 
reached me on the morning of the 2lst; an(i the next day the Governor 
issued an edict requiring the remainder of ther sixteen persons lately 
detained here to leave Canton, and to sign a promise, (unincumbered, 
however, with any penal conditions,) that they will not return to <:big 
empire. * 

The impossibility of carrying on trade at Canton, under present 
circumstances, is so plain, and there is so much reason to fear that the 
Government would make the refusal to sign the paper a pretext for their 
continued ferciblc detention, that 1 recommended them to affix their 
signatures ; pledging myself, if affairs take a more favourable turn before 
the instructions of Her Majesty’s Goverjaraent can arrive, that their cases 
shall form the subject of special negotiation. 

They have acceded to this view, and they will all leave the river at 
the same time with me. I shall not quit the Bocca Tigris tiU the last boat 
with any of these gentlemen on board, has passed throu^. 

■; ' iMaeao, May 18^’ 

• -I have the honour to icport my arrival At place, ill the 
'j^rsqqgt, lately detziined. .1 have also to jjfigUify to your Lordship, that a 
recent 'edict (not senj; to me dfficiaUy3f %l%li #le to" t^ 
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^tifally outside ; but ^ts forth that the new regulations, under which 
they are to trade, shall he made known when tljey are at Whampoa. I 
nei^ hardly observe that none haye entered ; and As* soon as I knew of this 
edict, 1 published an .e^|;ract from my notice*. Inclosiire No. 15 in my 
despsftch of December 6i enjoining the commanders of Britisli ships not 
to come in. » • 

The notice itself was published on the day before my departure from 
Canton. 

Ahotber circumstance to be announced to your l^ordship, is the 
arrival of the extremely significant coraiuuiids IVonj Poking on the day 
before T left Canton, that the whole opium should he scut up to that 
capitiil. The expense of the transport will bo at least a quarter of a 
million of dollars; .and your Lordship will probably )iot need the sugges- 
tion, that su<!h a removal is irreconcilcdblc with any purposes of 
destruction. • 

Macao is still menaced. But .an official paper has this moment 
reached me from the Go. ernor of Canton, which <lisposos mo to hope that 
it may be in my ]x)wer to put an cml to the actual state of discpiietude. 
It is in reply to my note of leave-taking, in which I mentioned that [ wjis 
out of health, and should retire to this place. 

His Excellency desires that i would endeavour to reestablish my 
health with rapidity, as there are many important afliiirs to submit to mo; 
and during my residence at Macao, he enjoin.s me to exliort all foreigners 
to give iq) their opium, and tp abstain from its inli-odticlion in future. 
My reply that the Portuguese Cioverninent has alnaidy taken severe 
measures, and that I can safely assert there is none here, is probably what 
is wanted. 

Their general confidence in the word of Her Majesty’s offic('r, and my 
recognized authority by the Emperor, afl'ords them sulliciciit ground for 
founding a re|>ort upon my docl.arations. In the case of the difficulties 
with the American C’onsul, the Commissioner w.as not satisfied till ho 
received .a eortineate from me that his assertions were a<‘euratc, and then 
all furtiujr importunity (teased. 

1 believe, too, my Lorrl. lhat there will be no insuperable difficulty in 
arranging somo’modc of carrying tm the trade from M.acxio. 

In the last few <i.ays before my deparinre Irom Canton, I ascertained 
that the high provincial {intliorities were much .abu'ined .at the proceedings 
of the Commissioner, and desired to jiccommodatc inatt»;rs at least upon 
some temporary fooling. In the course of tliis week every British sliip 
will have left the river, and most of Her Miijesty ’s subjects. 

I luavc. k.e., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief Superinie,7idenL 

Maca4}, May 29, 1830: 

• 

P:S. — ^The delay of a day has enabled me to transmit to your 
Lordship my note to the Governor of Canton on quitting that place, and 
his Excellency’s rerfly, above adverted to. 

(Signed.) CHARLES ELLIOT 


Inclosure I in No, 150. 

" ■ PubUc Notice tottJfler Majesty’s BvJbjects. 

Canton, May 11, 1839. 

THE. Chief Superintendent yesterday- received an Edict, of which the 
eutneked is a copyj to the joint address of the Consuls of the King of 
Iceland, of the United States, and himself. 

By this law, the ships and crews of all nations, henceforward arriviiig' 
in China,, are liable to the penalties, the first of confiscation, and the last 
<i£. death, upon , the determjinatlQh of this Government that lAtey have 
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The danger ,of confiding to this Government the administration of 
any judicial ^jrocejss concerning foreigners, can scarcely he more strikingly 
manifested than in the list of names* lately proscribed by the High 
Commissioner. 

E^«dcnc(^, that has been good to satisfy his Excellency that . these 
sixteen persf)ns are principal parties concerned m introducing opium, and 
therefore to justify their detention as hostages, would, of course, be equally 
good for oilier conviction^ of the like nature. ^ 

It may Irt? taken to be certain, however, that the listbdntains the 
names of persons who have never been cngagetl in such pursuits, or, let it 
be added, in any other contraband jmictice. 

In investigation upon such subjects, the Chinese authorities would, 
probably, be guiltless of any deliberate intention to commit acts of 
juridical spoliation ami murder. ^ But it is plain "thiit, in the present state 
of the inlercourso, there would be excessive risk of such consequences ; 
and therefore the present law is incompatible "ivith safe or honourable 
continuance at Canton, if nothing else had happened t6 establish the 
samc^ eonclusion. 

Tt places, in point of fact, the lives, liberty, and property of the whole 
foreign community hero, at the mercy of any reckless foreigners outside, 
and more immediately at the disposal of the Hong merchants, linguists, 
compradores, and tlu'ir retainers. 

The Chief Superintendent by no means ascribes general vvickedness 
to those parties, but their situation and liulbilities make them very unsafe- 
reporters, and yet it is mainly upon their reports that the juilgmcnt of 
the Government will be taken. 

It will be particularly observed, that persons remaining arc understood 
by the Government to assent to the reasonablcn.'^ss of the law. 

(Signed) CHARLES EIJdOT, 

Chief Superintendent of the trade of 
Brithh Subjects in China, 


Tnclosurc 2 in No. 150, 

The Prefect of Canton to Captain Elliot. 

CTIOO, by speci.-il appointment. Prefect of Kwaug Chow Foo, issues 
comin.'inds to the Knglish Superintendent, Elliot, for his full information. 

He has now' received from their Excellencies Lin, High fmperjal 
Commissioner and Governor of llookvvang, and Tang, Governor of the 
two Kwang, the following oflicial injunction: — 

“ It appears on record, that in, the 10th month of last year, an English 
foreigner, named innes, residing at ’CantGja, having formed a combination 
with Kelefat, master of a foreign vessel, bobght of the latter opium, which, 
being brought to (’an ton, was seiacd; and on trial, the facts being ascer- 
tained, the said ■ foreigners were together ordered away. It was after- 
wards duly reported by the senior merchants, TIowqua and his fellows, 
that on the loth of December, they had themselves proceeded to Wham- 
poa, and e.vpellcd out of the port Kelefat and his vessel ; that Ihncs had 
also on the same day gone to Macao, to embark on board ship, and return 
to his country. 

“ At.tiiat time, I, the Governor, in conjunction with the Lieutenant- 
Governor, made a supplementary rcpresentaliqn of these circumstances to 
the throne, as is on record. 

“On the present occasion, we, the High Commissioner and the 
Governqr, haw ng ourselves repaired to the entrance of the port, to 
receive the deliveries of opium from all the store-ships, sent at the same 
time civil and military officers to Macao, to command the Procurador to 
deliver up whatever opium there was there laid up. The said Portuguese, > 
chief man has formally represented, ‘that the foreigners of his country 
have no opium whatever laid up there; but that just now^'ad English 
jQ)reigner had clandestinely brought some ^ium . into Macao, which the 
iht'iemor had seized and handed oyt^ to the Efhglislt, Superintendent, to be 
^ <'*livered-up.’-';s4^tfe -Ac 'r' .ri'.;. V... . ' ' 



X - *“ While inycjstig^tiou of this matter was yet , in pro^j^rcss, upon the 
5th:day of the pi'csen t month, a small boat, with '•eight chests on board, ’ 
came up to. Shaken to deliver the >ame. We then Sent the officers <loputed. 
to receive, with directions to make inquiry of Johnston. Whereupon. 
Gutsdaff gave for ansvvjsr, that this ojhum was conveyed by the master of 
the boat jfilo/Mftay, for account of lanes, into Macao; and xyas seized by 
the Governor of Macao, who sent it under charge of the Portuguese 
foreign soltliers, having* Ihhes in custody, to be given into Johnston's 
hands, *for*<l«Uvery to gov<'rnmcnt. This statement corrc.sponds precisely 
with the representation of the Portngucse foreign chief man*. 

“ The said foreigner I lines, having been ex|'<‘llcd from Canton and 
sent to Macao, in the winter of last year, for having dealings in opium, 
had* a fortunate escape from the net of the laws of the Ce-Iesiial 
;Krapiro. But he has not bt'cn at all aro^lS(•c^to gratitude or reformation, 
nor has ho taken an early departure, but has dared to protract for a 
long time. his stay, aiming at clandestine cnd.s as of old. lie is really in 
an excessive rlegree reui.ned from all reform, and aliandoned to depravity. 
At this . jieriod of extremely strict investigation, Jiow can he meet with 
any further indulgent I'orhea ranee, by which he would be induced to give 
full license to his craftful devices? 

“ Wc proceed hereon , to give these commands, enjoining the P'refect 
immediately to convey commands to the said Superintendent, in obedience 
to which he is with instant speed to take Innes, and with severity expel 
him hence to his own country. , lie must not allow him for one moment to 
linger. • 

It is requisite that it should be" known th.at the baneful and per- 
vading evil of opium has wholly .arisen from the gain-.sceking aims after 
<‘land(\stine ends of such men .‘is Inncs. The said Superintendent 
having enjoyed the kind, the tender, and abundant gocxlness of the great 
Emperor, and having ha<l reposed in him the eonlidcneo of his Sovereign, 
who has sent him to Kwangtung to punish and restrain the merchants arui 
se.ameii, to labour with a respectful sense of duty, and with fliligonce, to 
this end, is what ids station requires of him in the utmost degree. Innes 
having now thus persisted i« evil, and refused to rejient. it may then be 
known that he (the Superintendent) will not, in the .slightest degree, seek 
to p.ass it over with conuivauco, whereby he would render himself criminal, 
by derogation from his duty# and indulgence towards evil. Besides, as 
the matter concerns a report to. the throne, so long as Junes does not 
move, so long we, the Commi.ssioncr and the Governor, cannot staj* our 
hands. 

“ At the same time, let the time of Ids being expelled .and driven back 
to his country be speedily reported for careful examination. 

“ Further, these eight chests receivable, having been a seizure made 
by the, P6rtuguc.so foreigners,, <lo not form part of the 20,283 chests, the 
amount originally stated.' ^Eet this be also m.ade known to the .said. 
Superintendent, that there may be no opposition.” 

He (the Prefect) having received this, jirocecds to issue commands. 
[The last four paragraphs of the Commissioner’s and Governor’s docu-- 
mept arp he.re repeated vvord foreword.] A special ctlict. 

Taoukwang, 19th year, 3rd month, 25th day. (8th May, 1839.) 

(L.S.) of the Kw.ang-Chow-Foo. 

Tri?e Translation. 

. , (, (^igWed). J. Robt. Morbisox, *• 

' ' Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 
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• Inclosure 3 in No. 150. 

Captain Elliol to tJie Imperial Commissioner and the Oovernov of Canton* 

Canton, May 9, 1839. 

ELLIOT, &c.. See., in reply to your Excellencies’ communication of . 
the 8th instant, feels compelled to <leclurc, that under the ag^r’avated cir- 
cumstances now set forth, the commands that Mr. Innes should forthwith 
sail away from the empire, arc just and moderate. And most assuredly 
he will not delay to forward him the most solemn injunctions, in the name 
of the Sovereign of his natioij, immediately to comply with them. 

The date of his embarkation ami departure slmil be faithfully re- 
ported to your Excellencies. 

The 8 chests of opium seized from Mr. Imics by the Governor of 
Macao, and handed to Johnston for delivery to tlic honourable officers, do 
not form part of the origijial 20,28.3 chests. 

The whole quantity now to be delivered up, will be 20,201 chests. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


Tnclosure 4 in No, 150. 

Captain Elliot to Mr. James Xnnes. 

Sii", Canton, May 9, 1839. 

I HAVE this day received an official communication from this 
Government, the translation of which is now forwarded. 

A copy of my reply is also forwarded. 

And hereupon I have, most solemnly to charge you, by your duty to 
the Queen, and for the general safety of all Her Majesty’s subjects, and of 
the rest of the foreign conmiunity here ai\d at Macao, forthwith to em- 
bark, and to depart from the* shores of this empire with all practicable 
spectl. 

You will ilo me the fav<nir to report to me, by the first oi)portunity, tho 
name of the vessel on board of which you embark, and the probable period 
of your <lcparturc, 

Coj)ics of these communications will be forwarded to the Governor of 
Macao. 

I will not aggravate, by one word of Moroach, the distress 1 am sure 
you must feel for having so painfully increa'Sed the risks and embarrass- 
ments of the whole foreign community, by these pursuits, at such a 
moment as the present. 

The .single approach to reparation left to you, is to depart peacefully 
and speedily. With feelings of sincerest concern for you, 

(Signed) ' CHARLES ELLIOT, 

CM^ Superintendent. 
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/ Inclosure 5 in No. 150. 

* '' ' -i'. 

Captain Elliot to Don Adriao Accacio da Silveira Pmto, 
Portuguese Ciot^ernor of Macao. 


Canton* May 9, 1839. 

■ THE Undersigned, &c., &c., has tlic honour to transmjlt to your 
Excellency the translated copy a paper he has this day received Trom 
the High Commissioner and the Governor of Canton, demanding the 
immediate departure of Mr. Innes, a British subject, from this em])ire. 

Your Excellency will observe by thc*aceompanying copy of his reply, 
and of a letter the Undersigned has this day addressed to Mr. Innes, that 
he cannot but a,ssent to the mcKleration and justice of this demand. And 
he owes it to your Excellency, with a yiew to the safety of Macao, not 
only to submit this correspondence, but to request in urgent, terms, that 
your Excellency will be pleased to desire Mr. Innes to l(;ave Macao within 
the space of twenty-four hours. 

The Undersigned cannot touch uj)on the shameless and unfeel- 
ing proceedings of some of his countrymen outside, at the .actual crisis, 
.without thanking your Excellency for the great consideration extended 
towards them ; a consideration however, to whicli they are not entitled, 
and which he trusts will be eflcctually witlulrawn from such persons. 

The Undersigned, with .sentiments of high consideration, has the 
honour. Sic. , 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 



Inclosur^6 in No. 140. 







Inclosure 7 in No. 150., 

Captain Elliot to the Governor of Canton. 

Cantort, May ‘St, 1839. 

ELLIOT, &c., Stc., having; now fully accomplished his pledg;c.s to this 
Govcitnni^rtt, in the delivery of the whole* amount of Ihc opium ; and being 
in bad health, has the honour to inform your Kxcellcncfy that it is his 
purpose to take his departure from Canton this day, and proceed in his 
own boat to Macao, lie begs at the .same time to take leave of your 
Kxcclleney. 

Aiul he has the honour, &tc., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


Inclosnre 8 in No. 150, 

The Prefect of Canton to Captain Elliot. 

CHOO, by special ai)pointmcnt. Prefect of Kwang Chow Eoo, is.sues 
commands to the English Superintendent, Elliot, for liis full information. 

He has just now rcw'ived the within eomniaiuls from Tang, the 
Governor of the two Kwang, 

“Upon the ‘21th May, ]8.")9, the English Superintendent, Elliot, 
presented the subjoined, address : — 

[The n(/dres.<i of May 21 {Inclosnre 7) is here inserted. 

“This having been duly roeeived, I, tin* Governor, have considered it. 

“ Before, at the time of removing the guard, it was (iircefed thnt the 
said Superintendent should leave Canton, in order to eonduet the delivery 
of the opium; but on the ground that all the foreigners remaining at Can- 
ton still required to be eonti'ollcd an<l restrained, he did not .at onca; prf'fcr 
his request to depart. At tliis tinn*, being in l)ad health, he lias presented 
his address of leave. It i.s surely right that he slionld be {)ermit1.ed to go 
to Macao, that he may lie enabled to receive medical Ire.alnKmt. 

“ At present, although the opium has been all delivered to the amount 
before staled, yet the High Commissioner .and I, the Governor, liavar still 
many matters rcg.arding which to direct him to act. The said Superin- 
tendent havijig a n'sjiectful .sense of duty, and being able in action, must 
hasten to recover his health- speedily. He must not delay, and while ho 
has been ready at the first, be found lacking at the last. 

“Let him also, on his arfival at Macao, faithfnlly aiul truly I'xamine; 
and if the foreigiu.-rs of evciy nation residitig .at Macao are guilty of 
secreting any opium, he jnu.st instantly command them, one ;uid all, to 
deliver up the entire quantity. It'is of importance that no remnant of the 
evil be left. 

“ I proceed .at. once to give these connnands. W'hcn tliey rea<‘h the 
Prefect, let him instantly enjoin them on the said Superintendent Elliot, 
that he may p.ay obedience. Let there be no opposition. Hasten? 
Hasten !“ 

The above having reached the Prefect, he forthwith issues the 
commands. When they reach the said Superintcnflent ElliiVl, let him pay 
immediate obedience. ,r)ppo.su not. A special order. 

Taoukvvang, 19tli year, 'K-is month, 12th day. (‘2tth May, 1839.) 

True Translation. • 

(Signed) J. Robt, IMoRnisoN, 

Chinese Secretary and Interpreter. 


■iC 
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No. m. 

' Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received September 21, 1839.^ 

My Lord, ‘ Mocao, 29, *1839. 

THE inclosed is a Memorial, signed by most of Her Majesty’s 
subjects lately resident at Canton, submitted to me for trunsmissiftn to 
your Lordship; and I .beg le.avc respectfully to recommend the subject to 
the early and favourable consideration of Her Majesty’s Government. 

1 have, &,c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT,. 

' Chief Superintendent. 


Inclosnrc in No. 151. 

Memorial from Her Majes>y's Subjects to Viscount Palmerston. 

». 

Canton, May 23, 1839. 

WE. the Undersigned British merchants, trading at Canton, consider 
it our duty to address your Lordship, regarding the recent acts of 
aggression on the part of the Chinese Government. 

These a< ts of violence, which will be ollicially communicated to your 
Loidship by Her Majesty’s ISuperintendent. consist — 

1. In the stoppage of the whole legal trade of Ihe port, even of A'cssels 
fully laden, *and waiting only their port-clearances, and against which no 
ground of complaint is alleged. 

2. In the forcible detention in Canton, of all foreigners, including Her 
Majesty's Superintendents, in order to compel the supjmsed holders of 
opium to the surrender of property belonging to themselves, and others 
in India and Europe, to the value of from tvvo to three millions sterling, 

3. In the open and undisguised thn^at to hold foreigners responsible 
with their lives for this surrendei*, and foe any future infraction of the 
Chinese custom laws. 

4. In the attempt to force furcignors to sign bonds, rendering not only 
themselves, but all others coming to China, over whom they have no 
controul, liable to the same penalty, and on the refusal on the part of 
foreigners to sign such bonds, in tiie promulgation of an edict by the 
High" (^)mmissioner, declaratory of the determination of the Government 
to enforce such penalty. 

We nitty be permitted to state that all f()reigners reside in Canton ott 
Bulferancc; that they have no means of ascertaining the law.s, except from 
the acts of the Provincial Government : and that'' the opium trade has 
steadily increased from an import of 4,100 chests in 1796, to upwards of 
30,000’ in 1837, with the open and undisguised conni.vance of the local 
authorities. 

The importation of opium into China was at one time allowed on 
payment of a duty, but discontinued in 1796. Us admission was again 
strongly recommended to the imperial Government in 1836. No penalties 
have ever been enforced against foreigners bringing it to China, and the 
prohibitory laws have never been a rule to the functionaries of the Chinese 
empire, who should have administered thamj nor to the Chinese people on 
whom they were intended to operate, which facts are openly. admitted in 
the recent cflicts of the Imperial Commissioner, under date the 18th March 
last, in which he states, “that the prohibitions formerly enacted by the 
Celestial Court against opium were comparatively lax,” and that “ the 
foreigners are men from distant lands, and have not before been aware 
'that the prohibition of opium is so severe.” „ 

Wc may furtlier state that the peculiar character of the opium trade 
■was distinctly recognized , in the Report of the Committee of the 

, House of Commons, in 1830, and that jin thh in 1832, 
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tf»c Committee express their opinion that it docs not seem advisabTe to 
abandon so important a source of revenue as the East India Company’s 
monopoly of opium in Bengal.”* 

We conceive it will therefore be admitted that TJriti.sh subjects 
have carried on this trade with tfic sanction, implied, if njt openly 
expressed, of their owa CJovcrnment; and at the same time, with an 
advantage to the revenue of British India, varying of late years from one 
to one and a half millions sterling. • 

*W»do not attempt to deny the unquestionable rigid, of the Chinese 
Government to put a stop to the importation of opium, and have re.adily 
signed an agreement to abstain from tlmt trade at Canton, on tlic first 
requisition of the Government to that ellljet; but we think your Lordship 
will perceive that long prescription had hitherto given foreigners ample 
reason to question the sincerity of the Chinese (lovernment with regard to 
thcdiseontiniianec of the iinjmrtalion f and that, under any eireumslauces, 
that Government cannot be justified, by the lax observance ol‘ prohi- 
bitions, and open connivance of its officers, in at one tinn' fostering a 
trade involving several millions sterling, and at another rendering its 
pursuit a pretext for spoliation. 

’I'hcrc seems no reason to doubt, from tlie late proceedings of the 
local Government, that they have always had the power most m.aterially 
to check, if not totally to put a stop to, the importation of opium, when 
disposed so to do; but that power has seldom hitherto been exercised, 
except for the purpose of exacting higher fees for its introduction. 

The proe(!cding3 of tin; High Commissioner, since his arrival in 
Canton, will be fully resported to your Lordship fiy Her Majesty's Super- 
intendent ; but we may observe, that his (lcman;l for the iineonclitional 
surrender of the wholy of the opium in the depot ships, was one with 
Avhich foreigners coukl not comply, the great bulk of that opium being the 
property of others in Imlia and elsewhere; and they were equally unable 
to give, the Ixnuls require<l. 

The High C'oinmissioncr finding, at the expiration of three days, the 
time within which he had ordered the Avhole of the opium to be delivered 
up, and the bonds to be given, that his orders had not been obeyed, sent 
the Hong merchants in chains to the foreign factories, threatening to jmt 
them to death before our doors, and at the same time eommeneed other 
racnaeing preparations against the foreigners themselves. 

At this stage of the business, Her Majesty’s Chic'f Superintendent 
arrived in Canton. 


Wc feel it our duty to express to your Lordship our deep sense of the 
public spirit which imluced this officer, at no inconsiderable risk, to 
endeavour to rescue British life and property from a position of fearfiil 
jeopardy ; and wc may assure your Lordship, that but one fejling existed 
of the extreme peril of the whole community, when he succeeded in forcing 
his way to Canton, and took charge of all responsibility in the negotiations 
with the Chinese Government. 

Although the measures of Her Majesty’s Representative have rtdieved 
its from all responsibility, in surrendering so large .an amount of property, 
we may still be allowed Vespcctfully. but earnestly, to entreat your Lorti- 
ship’s mediation to obtain the. earliest possible fnifibnent of tlie guarantee 
given on behalf of Her Majesty’s (rovernment, and thus be the means of 
saving many of the ow iuu-s of the property from inevitable ruin, and all of 
them from heavy loss. ' ■ , 

We deem it also an imperative duty to assure your T.<ordship most 
solemnly of our linn cAnvietion, that the public approval, on the part of 
Her Majesty’s Government. ftf*this prompt-interposition of Her Majesty’s 
Representative, anti the early adoption of such measures as the wisdom of 
■Her Mtiji-stv’s advisers may determine on. with reg.anf to our futiwo rela- 
tions with the Chinese etiipirc. can alone avert the oecurrenec of similar, 
*or t v^n more violent outrages. 

We beg further to state to your Lordship, that, independently .o£ . 
the opiuni now violently .soimi, there was at the same period British pr6- 
perty <Jf other kinds ih*,Canton .to the value of upwards of one miU'Kni.i 
sterling, besides ii valC able fleet of shipping lying at WjrnniDOii, 

. -. -.t,. a"' H 9. ■ . ‘ - 
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consig ned to otir care, bnt totally beyond our controid : and although this 
j>roj)Cfly was not alleged to have incurred any penalty, the High Commis- 
rsioner hover attemptefl (*o distinguish thejuirticipators in the one trade,' 
from those in the other, but placed both under one common suspensioh, 
and the \vhol(! b«)dy of foreigners in arbitrary eonlinement. • 

Aft(h' the romplction of the delivery of the opium surrendered, the 
High Commissioner has expressed an intention of .opening the-lcgal trader 
under new regulations; but cireunistanccs do not justify us in entertaining 
the expoctation that these regulations will alibrd any sccurit)^ fpr life or 
property. 

therefore think your Lordship will be convinced that some 
serious alterations in our relations with this empire are indispensably 
neees.sary ; and that British coiftinerco can never l>c safely carried on, ajid 
certainly <“an never flourish, in a country whci’c our persons and property 
arc alike at tin* mercy of a capriciejus and corrupt (.lovernment. 

In <'onelu.sion, it only remains for tis again to urge upon your Lord- 
ship and Her Majesty's Clovernment, tlie great jjnportance, of an early 
recognition of our claims on account of the opium surreiulered for Her 
jWaJesty's service ; and the [iressing and paramount necessity of placing 
the general trade of British subjects U))on a seeurc and permanent biisis. 

(Signed) 


DenI' aiid (.'o, 

Lin’ds.w and Co. 

Bell and Co. 

MacVicak and (!o. 

Bittoai anti Co. 

Giivii^ Livixoston, anti Co. 
Cu.UtLES Co.MPTON'. 

D. M. Rus roMJCE, 

Pro .Jamieson and How, 

AV'ili.iam Almack. 

W. and I. Ge.mme.ll and Co. 
JJiiiuY, Adam, and Co. 

Turnek and Co. 

RoBi:nT Wise. Holliday, and Co. 
Heerj eeiuio V Rustom jee. 
II0RMA.1EIJ Framjee. 

SuASMKSIlAW' RuSTOMJEE, 
CoW.\S.IEK Pallanjee. 

Bomanjee Hosonojee. 

Palanjee Nasserw^anjee, 
CoWASJEE Fduljee. 

Cowasjee Suapoorjee Taback^ 


Bur JOO.I EE Ma .nock jee 
Dam ELL and Co. 

F R A V .1 KK I ) A DA B IIO Y . 

Bojmanhee IV1.\no( k.iee. 

(k) W'A J EE S APOOIEI EE. 

Sack iiuson Budrooden . 

Hurjorjee Surarjee. 

N ASSERW AN J EE Fr A MJ EE. 

N ASS EHW A N J EV: 1 )< ) R A BJ I ; E. 

Nasserwanmek Bomanjee Inadej. 
DoSSABUOY 1 loUMUSJEE. 
f^ESTONJEE RuttoNJEE LarOPF. 

Abodi.v and SuMsooDiN. 

Framjee .StrMsoBJKE. 

CoW'ASJEE PrOAJEE. 

Pestonjee Norooajee. 

Jamsetjee Rustomjee. 

Bomanjee Ba'uamjee. 

Cursktjee Sai'oorjee. 
Nasserwanjee Dorabjee. 

,r A MSEYJ EP. Full LJ EE, 

And other Par see merchants 
fahose .signature are ' undeci- 
pherable. 


No. 152. 

Captain *Elliot to Viscount Palmerston. — (^Received December 9, 1839.) 


My l.ord, Macao, June 14, 1839. 

'rilE ih(‘lo.s»res form the continu.'ition of a.,correspondcncc with. Mr. Innes, 
the earlier pait of which hasulreacly been transmitted in my despatch of May 1^ 
The dcunand of the Commissioned and the Ciovernor, that he should depart, . 
was founded on the tiansactions of December last, already reported to your 
].,ords1up, a.s will at ouce appear by referc.occ to lncIo.<$ure No. 2 in my despatch 
of the 18th ult. 
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V i Upon the. uiitlorsUindiiig or agrrcfiment with the -Hotig^ nierv]jAnta» to whioh,- 
Mr. Innoi; tidvei'ts in hi& letter ofthe 2()th.Moy’,. it.is :oiily necessfiiy to iie.maj*ic,i 
either that he entirely. iniscoticcivcd, them*. or*tliat thejr easily, ileecive<l him. , 

■* At all events,, it is, .certain that they were wholly .^jthout |)owor to enter 
into such an agreement ;.4liat nothing of the kind oxista in a. tangible form; antj. 
that How<juai.(tlie survivor of the ineixihants mentioneds by luncs)' assured 
me it was ’a liiistake ffotili' beginning to end, adding. 'the expression of his 
strongest belief, that the Governor must luive rtunoved^Mr. Inucs bylbree, if he 
had itot .gope out by peaceable means. 1 entertain a similar opinion, and the 
more strongly, because 1 was frequently a.sked at the time By the inorcliauts, 
whether 1 should remonstrate upon tlic part of Her Majesty’s Government, if his 
forcible cx|nilsion became uecesyary. 

• , I iH'plicd, certainly not, if the mcasurc.s of tlie Chinese (iovernment were 
confined to that step, because I believed it would be lliouglit, by my own, to be, 
a reasonable and moderate expiation of (he olfeiuT.s he had committed but I 
impres.scd upon them. my conviction, that Mr, Innes's imprisonment, or ajiy pro- 
eeedings o(' a still more urgent nature, would assuredly produce serious (UiHcul- 
ties between the two countries. 

It is highly probable the merebant:: .said and believed, that after a quiet . 
residence at Macao, and ab.stincuce from illicit ,pur.suits for .some c()ii.si(lerabJc 
period of time, lie might return unobtrusively to Canton, and live there un- 
molested hy the authorities, so long, at least, as he was can ying on no such 
course of couteuiptu 0 !u.s defiance of the laws of this country, and of common 
prudence and propriety, as had led to hi.s expulsion iu December. 

Coneeniiiig the particulaj- traii.sactioii which pnidueed the present measures 
of the Government in his respect, I will only say, that Mr. Innes’s refusal to 
declare that the opium in the Bowbay, on the Jlth April la.st, wa.s there for 
purposes of storage, and not, for delivering to ChiMe.se, is a highly suspicious cir- 
cumstance ; the more so,* when it is coupled with a .similar refusal to deny that 
he was extensively engaged in |mi'suits ol the kind, pending our late confinement 
at Canton, as wa.s notoriously supposed to be the case by, 1 will venture to say, at 
least .scveii-t ights of the whole foreign community in China. 

1 have acted, my Lord, on this otca.sion, upon the principle, that the demand 
of the Chinese Governmoiit ju.st. and reasonable; that it wa.s ncee-ssary for 
the safety of this .settlement, then menaced^ and for the safety of tlie foreign 
community then cpufiiied ,iii Canton. < 

I’lie proceedings of this geiitlemaii and the other rccklcs.s individn.als within 
the river, and at the factories, . brought to a close in December last, bad very 
nearly led to an armed. search. of those buildings pending our late eajitivity at 
Canton. . 

It was with the utmost diffieuHy, my Lord, that I averted a measure vyliich 
could never have been carried ..intq effect without iilood.shcd ; and tlie pahiful 
on?tiety noticed, in my letter to Mr. lunes, of the 2<}rd .May last, arose from my 
belief, itlipt it was aimed particularly at his late dwellmg-house, in wbicli I bad 
every reason to suppose opiuiq.vjlas then lying; how weil-foumleil, need not iu>w 
be declared ! 

When I am called* upon, by the command of Her Majesty’-s Government, 
to defend myself again.st Mr. Innes’s charges, I entertain a confidence, that it 
will be in my pow'erto’do so successfully; but, for the present, 1 owe ii to ymir 
Lordship, pres.sed witli the most infpoitant bu.siiie.ss of the country, ami, let me 
most respectfully add, to myself, to close my report at thi.s jtoiiit, with the hope 
that the ca.se carries the jiustilicatioii of Uie, only measure 1 have taken upon the 
face of it, namely, an injunction to Mr. Itihcs to depart from the shores of this 
Kmpirc, in eonformity, with what, 1 am , satisfied, arc the .just ^iid reasonable 
demands of its Guvernmeut. \V bother he docs so or not, is a matter which will 
need further interference or m 4 f,Kas his continuance affects the geiu ra! safety or 
hj.s own.t ,But I have, long since determined to incur the re.sponsibilily of appre- 
hending his person, whenever I see reason to think that; Ids deliauco of the 
authority of the Chinese Goveroment is dangerous to the safety* "i the com- 
mhnity- and' public interests under my siiperiiitcudeuce ; and I depcncl, \yith 
ebrifideuee, bn the support of Hfcr Majesty’s Government in all such emergtMicies. 

' (Signed). ' CHARLES ELLIOT, 

Chief tSttperiatendent. 



Inclosure 1 in No* 152. 


Mr. Innes to Captain Elliot. 

Sir, Macao Roads, May 17, 1839. 

I HAD tliO' honour to receive your letter, of tlate Canton, 8tlf irtstant, this 
evening, and its accompanying translations of Chinese documents. 

As to matters previous to loth December last, uiy departure that day for 
Macao being recognized by the then Chinese anthorilics, as nn expiation of any 
supposed oil'cncc on niy ]>nrt, ])r| virus to that is a shut book. 

Were the facts alter that dale, as yon now narrate them, I should pause ere 
I adopted your order to embark for afiother country, and leave the heavy affairs 
intrusted to mb in China witiunit a head in such times as these; but as the whole 
transaction, as stated by you on Chinese authority, 4s an entire fabiication, I 
write the alFair as it took place, and give yon my proofs opposite to each 
assertion. 

So jdaced, 1 leave it to yot., whether you will or not endeavour to open the 
eyes of the Imperial Commissioner; yon will do in that as you see fitting. 

As I, however, thus produce proof to \ou, bey«)nd the shadow of a doubt, 
of the falsehood of the charge yon narrate against me, I submit to you, that I 
expect from your justice, not from favour, a rccal of your order to embark 
myself for Kngland ! as yon, by such order, bdd the authority of iny own 
country, in doing wrong, to any illicit act the Commissioner may attempt 
against me. 

1 also expect from your good feeling at> explicit retraction of your aver- 
ment, that I have designedly added to the mis« vies of tlie Canton residents. 

Alter deliberate perusal of the Notes of Proof snbjoined, and after any 
inquiry yun may please to institute of tie witnesses I name, 1 shall anxiously 
look for your answer, as, by the tenor of it, my future conduct may be somewhat 
guided. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) JAMES INNES* 


Inclosnre 2 in No. 152. 

Notes of the Facts connected with Eight Chests of Patna Opium, delivered at the 
Bocca Tigris, from the Schooner Bombay, to Mr. Johnston, on 5th May, 
1839. 

AVKRMENT. 

1, ON tbe 8th April, these chests of opium, tlicn in the 

Hercules, were made over to J. Innes by a Portu- 
guese subject. 

2. Tlie Hercules having to go up to Bocca Tigris, and 

these chests forming no portion of ber tlelivery, 
tlu’y were taken out of tbe Hercules and put into 
the sebdoner Jardine for safety. On tbe 10th, the 
Jardine being under orders to go east, to oi'der 
baerk .ships on tbe coast, ibis opium wa< thken from 
her, and put into the Bombay, vvitli a view to 
tran.sliipmcnl bn tbe Rob Roy. The weather came 
( ,on to blow, and on the litb, the Bombay rim in 
siieltL'r, clo.se to the Praya Grande, and within- a 
^00 yar<l.s of a Chinese vvar junk. 'C)u that ni^iht. Six prisoners in Jail, 
^letwist 9 and 11 o'< lcck, tlie Bombay i\ us robbed of 
il/her opium by a band of .armed English sailors. 


PROOF. 

J. P. Sturgis, Esq. 

Captain Denholm, of 
Jardine. 



The Governor. 
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3. The morninj; of the 12th, Sr. Bari'ctto nml J. Inncs, 
as soon as the robbery was heard of, waited on tiie 
Governor of Macao, and cpqipi;iincd of the robbery. 
Thu Governor advised a criniiiial action to be raised 
before the- Judge (or Minister) ; this was done, a«id 
its results is six prisoners in the Macao jail, acknow- 
ledgcdly guilty ! and the recovery of the opium. 


I’ho Judge. 

Tlte Record of the 
Cruninal (xjurt, 
Sr. Rarrotto. 


4. No* illegal being done by J. Inncs, he applied, 
by petition, to the Judge for restoration of the pro- 
perty he had been robbed of. The Judge evaded 
this, not because it wn.s unju.st, but from fear ol' the 
. Chinese Government. A compromise ultimately tcjok 
place, by which it was agreed the opium slTould be 
given up to Mr. innes, on condition Im; surrendered 
it to Captain Elliot, and produced Mr. Jolnuston's 
receipt, stipulating tltftt two Macao Custom-house 
ofiicer.s .should attend the Bombay ^ vvbicli stipulations 
were duly fuHilled. 


JThe Judge. 

Sr. liarretto. 
Sr. B. de Mello. 


Sr. Assiz. 

Sr. B. de Mello, 

Mr. Johnston. 


5. Mi\ Innes went up to the Bocea Tigris under no 
restraint! The schooner was bis; the six sailors 
and master paid by him ; the Custom- Hou.seOliicers 
were fed by him ; and on Ips return to Macao, bo 
presented these men witlutvventy-five dollars, being 
above their usual wages. 


Everson, Master of 
Bombay. 

Officers. 

Sr. H. de McIIo. 


(Signed) JAMES INNES. 


luclosnrc 3 in No. 152. 

Mr. Innes to Captain Elliot. 

Sir, Macao Roads, May 19, 1839. 

IN making up yonr min«l ih the truth or falsehood of the reccrit Chinese 
information against ine,4)e pleased to give the inclosed such weight as it deserves. 

1 have, &c,, 

(Signed) JAMES INNES. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 152. 

fl 

Sr. Barret to to Mr. Innes. 

Sir, Macao, May 18, 1839. 

I AM both surprised and sorry that the Chinese Government have given 
a false statement about your eight* chests, and that upon the strength of it. 
Captain Elliot has ordered your deportation. 

I do not think the Macao Govcrnnient can be to blame on tlie matter ; in 
the first chop on the subject, from the Portuguese to the (ffiiucsc Anthoritie.s, 
no names were mentioned; a foreigner was the phrase used; .nnd hi the second, 
Kent is named as the principal robber. This, as far as I know, is the real 
truth. • * 

Braz says you-* cooly is still in confinement, but has not confessed 
anything; and the Mandarins are investigating the business; the result of course 
is UDcertain. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) B. BARRETTO. 
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Inclosure 5 itt No. 152. 

Captain Elliot to Mr.’ Inties, * ’ 

iSir, V Canton, May-^iZ, 1839. 

Y.OUR letters of the, I7th and 19th reached me late last evening. 

I cannot agree with yojj that your departure froth Macao has, at any time, 
been considered ^by the Chinese Authorities, to be an expiation of pftbnces on 
your part, previtTiis. to^hc 15th December last. In my judgment, the reverse of 
this position is estahlislicd in the. translation of the oHicial paper lately sent 
to you. And 1 have other strong reasons for believing that yoii could never 
have retiiined to Canton to reside, without inducing serious public inconvenience. 
My own assent to the justice and moderation of the present demand that you 
should leave the country, referred clyelly to the events of December last, and 
the commands then i.ssued. And upon these grounds, I must decline to 
make any further communication to the Commissioner upon that subject. 

The unfortunate course of conduct which led to your expulsion in Dccenjber, 
has occasioned me, as Ihc odieer of your country, some of the most wretched 
moments 1 ever passed in my life, during my present residence in Canton. 

Your word of honour that the opium in the tiombny, was there for the 
purposes of storage, and not with any intenlion of delivery to Chinese, during the 
existence of the dilficulties at Canton, would have been perfectly satisfactory to 
me. And if J am dearly to understand that ^t his assurance is involved in the 
notes now forwarded to me, I can h.ivc no* hesitation in declaring that my 
previous impressions on that point arc removed. 

I am also ready (and it will atlbrd me gratification to do so) explicitly to 
retract any expressions 1 have used in my letter to you, fomnlefl upon the belief 
,that you had been engaged in the notorious and daflgerous smuggling pursuits 
below, pending the actual state of things at Canton, if you will transmit me an 
explicit declaration upon your honour, that you have been in no wise coneerned 
in thetrutlic, for yourself or fi.r others, either at Macao, or immediately outside, 
during the period to which I advert. 

1 must now once more urgently charge yon in Her Majesty’s name, for 
public considerations of pressing mom(;ni. to leave the shores of this Empire as 
soon as possible ; and for the general safety anil convenience, I must further call 
upon yon by no means to attempt to come to (’auton, or to land at Macao, 
during the interval that the conclusion ol indis 2 )cnsablp arrangements may still 
detuin you on the eoa.st. 

In conclusion, yon will give me leave to correct two cases ol' misapprehension 
in your letter of the 17th instant. 

In the first place, I have never ordered you to go to England. 

And in the second, I have never averred tliat you designedly added to the 
miseries of tjie Canton residents. 

* 1 have, &c., 

(.Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


Iticlosurc C in No. 1.52. 

Air. Innea to Captain Elliot. 

Sir, Macao Roads, May 30, 1839. 

YOUR favour of date. 23 rd May, only c.ame to niy hand .yesterday, but it 
is due to you to say the delay iVas not caused, by yoiil ; ‘ " 

You* are pleased , to express djssent a.s to ^n!y settlement with the local 
authorL^ jn Canton, ih December, ^beiiig a final one. ,'Lrt us'|x^;t«1fae whether 
. IS fp^ttflcd oti sitiy gro'uuUs so good as th‘y*^3diti6h'th&t'it was 
in no r.cspect a pa^ty to that agreement ! 1 was ! On the 

part of^ie Governor of Canton, Howq^a and Mowqua acted, and for me ; and 
■whose Ionics I inclose in a separate sealed paper, ap4 to . these parties,, I refer 
that ait' tjswmtinl a quiet domicile at 

^ ilk hp meanwhile, with a return iq. Canton, at; , distant period, and 

past ! . - ' 



In return for this, I gave yuloe, at the lime, viz., a withdrawal from Canton 
without violence, and so opening trade 'which 'Was ilif do to depend oh that. 1 
^ kept mjr portion of the bargain, tke Chinese break. theirs, — and without hearing 
mo, -you assist them in this breach of faith by a penal enactment, 
i NoWi'it^r. Macao. It appears to me that yon are not aware that selling 
opium in Macao up to a very recent date was as lawful as aijy other commodity j 
—rso long as it was lawful,' *1 landed at the Macao Custoiri-House'considcrable 
, jquanjities when I sold, biit the day it became illegal, I ceased to do so, aud 
never mpvc*or less acted contrary to the Macao rules. ^ ' 

, Ou the 1 1th April, Hhe day the Bombay was robbed, no order or caution 
of yours had reached Macao, and my hperation was strictly customary and lawful. 

, The, Im-Cha accuses me falsely of a contraband act, iind' i^lttiout hearing 
. m!$, .you. again come to his aid with a penal order. I go but of the course of 
■what is usual, and disprove that w'hich it was ^our duty to prove against’ hie 
.before passing sentence, and after siicli disproof you refuse to recall your order 
for leaving China. Is it in accordance with the spirit or the law. of England for 
a high Magistrate to act tluis ?. In all criminal charges, it i.s the hilsiness of the 
Magistrate to prove the crime and then punish. On the authority of a Chinese, 
(and the faith, in which' sort of proof you yourself in a public Edict expressly 
threw doubt upon,) you unheard inflict punishment ; and when proof of innocence 
is offered, you refuse to retract. This is highly unjust and opjircssive, 1 have 
no other remedy than to test public opinion by the press. As to your reference 
to word of honour betwixt a Magistrate and an alleged offender, it is highly 
irregular, and no one who respeots his honour, will jiledge it in a matter where, 
doing so, he may be held by riic world to jivefer his interest to his honour. 

Your order to leave China, except as it strcn,gthens the tyrannical acts of 
the Chinese Commissioner, and as it induces the frightened Governor of Macao 
to withhold his protcctioij from me, and to wliich 1 am equally well entitled with 
yourself, is waste paper, becau.se you will not find any master of a ship so insane as 
to desert me against my will ; and I give 5011 distinctly to understand, that 
looking on your Order as illegal, I shall land and slay in China whenever I 
consider it prudent to do so, without any reference to you; though it would 
have been more respectable for you, and more pleasant for me, to have received 
from your justice wliat I shalktakc for your weakness. 

llesides your orders, you favour me with your opinion on morals ; now my 
age : having passed the better period of my life amongst the civilized and the 
educated, and above all, an Inward monitor, with whom I seldom quarrel, cuablcs 
me to compare your opinion of morals with my own, and yours in the balance is 
wanting ; so in any future letters it will save you time, and me temper, if you 
abide closely by jour instructions under the law as Her Majesty’s Superin- 
tendent, and which orders, when legally given, no subjects of the Crown will be 
more obedient to. 

(Signed) JAMES INNES. 


IncIoSure 7 in No. 1.02. 

Mr. Junes to Captain Elliot. 

%May 30 , 1839 . 

'■ - - ' . 

W. JARDINE and 'James Matlicson. Esqs., acted for me in my settlement 
. at Canton, in December last,liftd both will testify that a quiet residence at 
I . Macao meanwhile, and return to Canton at no distant period, formed an essential 
f part of. that agreement.. 

* I am, &c., 

(Signed) JAMES INNES. 


31 
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, Iticlosure 8 in No 152. 

Mr. Itmes to Captain Elliot. 

Sit, Macao Roads, June la,. 1^9. 

INCLOSED I send jou the verified copy of a petition to Her Majesty in 
Council, complaining of your conduct towards me, which petition I have 9onn«> 
dered it niy duty <.0 transmit for presentation. ' 

I am, &c., 

l' (Signed) JAMES INNES. 


To the Queen*s Most Excellent Majesty in Council. 

Macao Roads, Austen, June 8, 1839. 

THE Humble Petition of .lames Tnnes, British born subject, and at present 
a merchant in China. 

Petitions and complains unto your Majc.sty, of the unlawful acts of your 
Majesty’s Chief Superintendent in China, Captain Charles Elliot, and thatj under 
the following circumstances : 

That your Petitioner has been thirteen years resident in China, during 
which period he has traded considerably in Opiitm, which traflic has been like- 
wise followed by at least nine-tenths of your Majesty’s subjects resorting to 
China. That your Petitioner in the above period has sold opium to the licensed 
HongJ merchants, and has delivered opium to the boats of his Excellency the 
Governor of Canton, and to many other Government officers. In November last, 
the Chinese Government connneuced severe measures to prevent the importation 
of opium into China, and in the course of that Government’s proceedings had 
your Petitioner met with lo.ss or personal inconvenience, your Petitioner would 
not have considered himiself entitled to any protection from your Majesty’s 
throne; but your Majesty’s Chief Commissioner here having brought the weight 
of your Majesty’s authority in aid of the Chinese in this matter, and having alW, 
as your Petitioner humbly submits, used such authority in a way not legal, yom 
Petitioner humbly approaches yuiir Majesty’s throne, sanguine in hopes oi 
redress. 

Your Petitioner produces herewith papers printed aud verified on oath 
which will best explain the course followed by Captain Elliot; and to the said 
Captain Elliot another verified copy is served with a verified copy of this Petition. 

Your Petitioner referring to these Documents with submi.ssion, considers 
the interference of Captain Elliot with the sale or delivery of opium on the high 
spa, as beyond his powers, because the Britisli Indian Government is supported in 
its monopoly of this article in its public sales, under the declared intention that it 
^ is meant for the Chinese market! therefore, by implication, it is fair to conclude, 
that as your Majesty and your faithful Lords and Commons support the .Govern- 
ment of India in this trade, meant for China, it is bcyoifd the powers of a mere 
resident Conssul of your Majesty to assert a right to make it illegal. 

Your Petitioner further .says, that in his particular instiincc. Captain Elliot 
;has broken an essential principle of the British) criminal law in condemning hioi 
unheard and unconfronted with the witnesses against him; — ^That Captain Elliot 
lias proceeded to punishment of a British subject, on the notoriously false .evidence 
of Chinese! and the tattle of women! and on the gossip of men all .pnsvvorn! 
Instead of protceding on the sworn evidence of credible witnesses, aud instepid of 
allowing your Petitioner to disprove his alleged crime," Captain Elliot, todk his 
proofs in secrecy,. and condemned unheard! «« 

Yonr Petitioner further says, that had Captain Elliot poi^essed the physied 
power of departing him and had used itc in that case, yoUr Petitioner would have 
sought, his fedress in one of your Maj^styls Courts of Law, as is usual in such. 

. cases; hut here the indirect act of ypuibv.Majesty’s Superintendent . bringing the 
awe of Majesty’s authority t oMa r otytf.he timid Governor of Macao, has had 
.^ effif^of depriving your Petl^Pcf of the' prbtection of that friendly power ' 
; wich he, in commott with everj^ibject o^your Majesty’s Crown, was entitled 
to, — the consequences are, being tQ abi^p^'lhi||i hpui^.i^ Macao t Us j^ng 



• 

left a wanderer without shelter in a. very distant and most unhospitable country j;. , 
the result of which is injurious to^j^ut Petitioner’s health! ruinous to his nicr-;.' 
cantile credit ! and totally renders him incapable of carrying on his pursuits os i* , 
man'of business, which is his sole' means of support; and this, without so far as 
your Petitioner is aware,' his having broken one law of the British Goveuuinent. . 

Your Petitioner for these reasons, humbly implores your Mtljesty in Council, 
to issue instructions to ybur Majesty’s Superintendent in Cliina, to retrace his 
h» s^eps and to use the induence of your Majesty’s name to restore to yout 
Petitionef the protection, of the Portuguese Governor of Macifc, or otherwise to 
do in the Premises as your Majesty and Council shall judge best. 

And your Petitioner will ever pray, ; ' 

(Signed) JAAtES INNES. 


No. 153. 


Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received December 2, 1839.) 


My Lord, 


Macao, July 8, 1839, 


THE indosures 1 have the honour to submit, are — 

No. 1. A translation of the general receipt by the o(ii<x‘rs of the 
Chinese Government for 20,283 chests of opium ; and four other doenments, 
being — • 

First (Inclosure 2). — B'orm of receipt granted by the Heputy Super- 
intendent at Chnenpee for the particular parcels ot opium as they were 
delivered to him from (,hc re.si)eetive ships, and carried to the aewunt of 
the surrendering individuals or firms. Tliese I'cccipts of Mr. Johnston were 
the vouchers I required for a title to ray general receipt for the whole opium 
surrendered by each jierson or firm, and have V)ei;n deposited in this 
office, as the general receipts were taken out. 

Second (Inclosurc 3).— Is the form of my general receipt (on delivery 
of the above vouchers of Mr. Johnston) to each British finn surrendering 
opium. 

Third (Inclosure 4). — A form of the like kind granted to individual 
British merchants, not members of any firm. 

ITourth (Inclosure 5). — A form of the special receipt granted for opium, 
declared to be Britisli owned, but surrendered by the citizens or subjects 
of foreign [lowers. 

I have submitted these forms in order that your Lordshi[) may have 
liefore you in one view, the whole manner in which this opium has been 
received and ackntiwledged, and of the precautions which it has been in 
my power to take towards tfie proof of British ownership. 

Requesting reference to the printed copy of my notice of tlm 
27^1 March affixed to each niceipt, it has occurred to me that this 
is a convenient place to explain why I made use of tlie wor<l “ com- 
mand” in preference to “demand,” which I bad originally intended. 
Upon attentive reflection, it sCemed to me that the latter term implied less 
of unconditional constraint, than a bare “Command," to a person actually 
in the situation of a close prisoner, which was my position at I hat moment. 
Upon the w'holc,. therefore, I thought it right to adhere in the Chinese 
versions of all my addresses to the Government to the use of the identical 
character of insistanbe they used to me : and in all translations, and all 


public acts founded upon the measures of the Government, it apiicarcd to 
me to be safest to employ*lhe English words most closely significant of 


the Chinese sensed 


I have, &c., 


CHARLES ELLIOT. 

Chief Supermtendeni, 
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Tnclosure 1 in Ns. 153. 

Receipt given by the Chinese Authorities on the delivery of the Opium. 

THE Kwang-Chow-Foo and other officers deputed by the High Impe- 
rial Coramissionej; of the Celestial Court, regarding the receipt w cUests 
of ophim delivered up. 

It now appears that the English Deputy Superintendent Johnston 
has delivcred .up, . from Ota board the store-ships, twenty thousand two hun- 
dred and eighty-three chests of opium, examined and received the 6th day 
of the present month. . * ‘ ' 

We proceed, therefore, ’ to give a scaled acknowledgment, as evidence 
of the fact. An acknpwlc4graont highly necessary to be held. ’ 

Given the 19lh year of Taoukwang, 4th mouJ;,h.'16th day (18th May, 
1839). : \ . 

, " ’ (L.S.) of the Kwang-Chow-Foo. - i 

No. 97. Issued the ninth day. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 153. 


V, .Form of Receipt granted by the Deputy Superintendent at Cheunpee. 


No. 

CheiiDpco 1 839. 

l?oceivcd on account of the Chief Suporintendont 
of the Trade of British Subjects in China for delivery to 
the Chitie.se Government — tlic followings Opium from 
Ship Master Chests Opium 

Marks and Quality a.s under — on account of 
order for Chests on Ship 

Regd. Fu- 

For , Chests. 

(Signed) A. R. Johnston, 

Deputy Superintendent m 

Marks and Quality, , Marjes and Quality, 


No. 


Cheunpee, 

1839. 

From Ship 

Master . 


Chests 

Opium on account 


ol order of 

For Chests on the Sliip 

Rctgd. Fo.' 



InclbWre 3 

.TO: ^ i>‘ 

JFjm* of Recent yrmtedfor British tH^endered hy d , 

Retired, No, . , 

b J^SAHLEs Etiior, Chief 

nr China, hereby ackaowle^ to hove leceived^m . , 

BiHish eubjects trading in CanUnw— — - *• •• ^ 





opium a 8 under for the service of Her Majesty’s Government, iri terms of my Public Kotice to British 
subjects dated 27th March, 1839, hereunto annexed. The amount of indeitinlty for said opium to be- 

N pai^ to t • ' • « Vi 1 ^ '* ■ ' • or order# 

^ Chests Patna^ 

do. BenarcH 

do. Maly.‘a#' 

*do. Turkey. 

Total : Chests.' 

In wit 


' I have tBhrmcd to four documents, all of this tenor and date, diie of 'whieli heitig 

made gcwili thgoUicrs^ .to staiid void. ^ ^ ; 


P. ’ ' - • member of the' Sritiah 

*<. •; of (Jant(?n,‘ do. hereby mahe oath that the Gpinm speicfibd abdvd '' 

was at and before the issue of the Public Notice to British rf^ubject's, sip-iied by Cbarles KUiot,’Her*' 
Majesty's Chief Siiporiiitcndcnt, under djite ^.\iiiton, 27tU March, 1839, either bond Jidif the property 
of my firm of ' . . * : \ ***■ cour^igncul to us with full conlrul » . 

as to its disposal. And I do further solemnly declare, that no collusive transfer of any part whatever 
of said Qpium was made either to m**, or to apy other memlA'r of iuy firm, by the subject of any forcijrii 
nation, but tliat the wdiolo of the Opiuni was surrendered by myself and partners in the character of 
British subjects to the Chief Suporintepdent tor tlio service of Her Majesty’s Government, being in all 
respects, to ' the best of: my knowledge and belief, Opium faUiug within the .letter a^id spirit of: the 
before-mentioned notice to British subjects. • » .'a 

Hworn before mo at Macao, in CMiina, this 7 
(lay of June, 1839. 3 
(Signed) Charlks ELLior, 

Chief Superintendent, 


1, Cn MILKS Elliot, Chief Superintendent of the Trade of British subjects in Chinn, do 
hereby eertify that ^ making the within affidavit^ 

is well known to me aii a British subject and member of the British tirni of 
established at Caiilou. * 

Given under xny hand and seal of oiliecat Macao, . in China, this \ 
day of June, in the year of our Lord, 1839. \ 


J\bltc Nfjtice io UriiM Subjects, - : . , 

I, Chari.f.s Elliot, Chief Sjuperiutehdent of the Trade of British subjects in China, pre- 
sently forcibly detained iii Canton by the provincial Gqvernriumt, together with all the merchants of 
my own and the other foreign nations settled hero, without supplies of food, depriv(?d of our scrvantJSi, 
and cut otF from all intercourse with our .re^pective countries, (notwithstanding my own ofiicial demand 
tube sot at lilKjrly, so that 1 might act without restraint.) haxo now received the eonimands of the High 
Commissioner isBued directly to mo under the seals of the hoiumrahlc officers to deliver into his hands 
all the opium held by the people of my country. Now 1, the said Chief ^Huperintendont, tluis con- 
strained by paramount motiv^ea ’affecting the safety of the lives. and liberty of all ihc foreigners here 
present in f^auton, and by other very weighty causes, do hereby, in the name and on the behalf of. Her 



respective control: and to hold the British ships and vessels engaged in the tr.adc of opium subject to 
my inimediate direction: and to forw'ard to me, witliout delay, a scaled list of all the British owned ■ 
opium ill their res])€ctive pcissession. And I, the said Chief Superintendent, do now, in the most full^ 
and unreserved manner, hold myself responsible for, and on the behalf of Her Britannic Maiestva 

4.^ ..11 1 -T t.i 4... *1. :.i rj-iA.v i j • . 

into 

do 

' charged with 



British owned opium. 

And it is specially to be understood that proof of British property and value of atl British opium 
surrendered tome agreeably to this principles and in a manner hereafter 

to be defined by Her Majesty’s government. 

Given under my hand and seal of offid& ft Canton in China, this twenty seventh day of March, in 
the year of our Lord ono thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine, at. six of the clock in the morning. 

(i^kf ' \(Signed) CIIAllfES ELLIOT, 


E. 


'o;: 


*• Y 


• (Signed)' , JjJ. Elmslts, 







' Indosmre 4 in Nq. 153. 

' ' n 

Form^of Receijjt yrantedfor Britifh omwd Opium mrreruiered by a British SubjecL . 


. Regist<‘rc(l, No. 

* 1, CiiAJiLKs Elliot, Ciiief Supkhijstendknt op the Trade of Biutish Sudjects 
IN CfffNM* hereby acl^Dovvledgo to have received from . 

British subject Iradiiif; in Canton . *. -"'X 'ch<S 5 t 8 of Opium 

as under for the service of Her .Majesty's (ioveriimcnt,in terras of my niblic Notice to British subjeeta 
dated 27tli March, 1839, herepnlo annexed. Tlie amount of indemnity for said Opiupi to be paid to 
. • ' . . . or . . order. 


Total 


_ Chests. 
_ ' do. 

— do. 

c do. 

Chests. 


Patna. ■ 
Benares. 
Malwa. 
Turkey. 


In witness wberoF I have affirmed to four documents, all of this tenor and date, one of which being 
^made good, the others to stand wid. ^ 


I, ^ of Canton, do hereby make oath that the Opium specified above 

was at and before the issue of the Public Notice to British subjects, signed by Charles Elliot, Her 
Majesty *« Chief Superintendent, under date Canton, 27th March, 1839, cither bond Jide the property 
of mo the said , or consigned to mo with full controul 

as to its disposal. And I do further solernnly declare, thafeno collusive transfer of any part of said 
Opium was made to me by the subject of any foreign nation, J[)ut that the whole of llie Opium was 
surrendered by myself iu tlie character of a British Bubjecl to the Chief Superintendent for the service 
of Her Majesty's (lovertirncnt, being in all respect?, to the best of my knowledge and belief. Opium 
falling within the letter and spirit of the befure-meutioued notice to British subjects. 

, • . Sworn before mo at Macao, in China, this 7 

day of June, 1839.3 

Chief SupvnntendmU 


I, Cir ARLES Elliot, Chief Superintendent of the Trade of Briti.sh subjects in China, do 
hereby certify that the pc/rson making the withiu affidavit, is well 

known to me as a British subject established at Canton. 

Given under my hand and seal of office, at Macao, in China, tbisl 
day of June, in the year of our Lord, 1839. J 


Public Notice, to British Subjucts-^-fj^ in previous document.) 


luclosurc 5 in No. 

Form of the Genercd Receijd granted for British^tyimcd Opium surrendered by Ameriban 

and Portuguese Firms^ 


and a member of 
a Britioh 


Received from a citizen of 

the firm of the following opium, which the saijd 

sdemnly and sincerely declared before me to he the property of 
t^ject. 

And proof of the said opium being established in the. manner provided in my Public Notice^ ' 
dated this day, 1 do hereby hold Her Majesty’s Government responsible for the value thereof, also Ul 
be determined agreeably to the provisions contained in my Public Notice. ' ' 

Given under my band and seal this Twenty-seventh ’ day of March, of the yeai* of our Lolfd 
lB89/at Cantoi/in Chma, ' . i . . ui 

CHARLES ELLIOT, . ^ 

Chief Superintendent of the trade of British sufyects in ChtnetB 
Registered No. 4 ‘ 

(Signed) E* Elsislie. 

Secretary and IVeasuT'er to the Superintendent 
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'No. 154 ! 

Captain -j^Uiot to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received December 2, *1839.) 

My Lord, Macao, 18, 1839, 

THE ihcloscd communication to the Agents of two'ilritisli merchant 
ships, (of which the seamen had been most improperly- allowed to go on 
shore - at Hong-Kong, and thus became engaged in a riot,' attended 
unhappily with loss of life,) will most conveniently place your- Lordship 
in Jiossession of the present posture of that ajfair. 

TJie immediate departure of a ship for Bombay obliges me to be very 
brief on this occasion; but I believe your Lordship may be assured, that 
it lias been in my power to avert any aggravation of the serious diQicalties 
of our situation, arising oUt of this distressing event. 

My despatches, at present in course of preparation, and which will pro- 
bably reach England as soon as the present one, will inform Her Majesty’s 
Government fully upon the progress and state of general affairs at this 
place. At all events, it may be satisfactory to your Lordship to know by 
this opportunity, that everything remains quiet, and that the natives have 
not been molested in the supply of the ships with jmivisions. 

* The High Commissioner still remains at Canton; and I l<‘arn, through 
a higlily respectable native* channel, that he dares not venture to leave 
the jirovinecs till he can report to the Throne the peaceful resunn>tiou of 
the regular British trade. ' 

Jiis Excellency’s perplexity too, is said to be intensely increased by 
the impuls(‘, which it was natural to expect his late rash measures would 
give to this trallic, at other points of the coast than this. In several 
parts of h’okien they have already produced a formidable organization of 
the native smugglers, and the oflicersof the Government do not venture to 
disturb them. The high prices in China will soon bring on the immense 
stocks in India ; and, inde’ed, whilst I am wTiiing to your Lordship, a 
most vigorous trailc is carried on at places about 200 miles to the eastward 
of Canton. 

1 am more and moi'c convinced, my Lord, that the late crisis, and the 
just ground of interference afforded to Her Majestv's Government, will 
enable it to interpose, under the most favourable circumstances, for the 
establishment of regular and honourable trade on a firm basis, and, let 
me take the liberty to add, for the effectual check or regulation of a 
trallic, w'hich by the present manner of its pursuit must every day become 
more dangerous to the peace of this ancient empire, and more discreditable 
to the character of the Christian nations, uiuier whoso flags it is carried 
on. 

But, my Lord, the difficulties in China are not confined to this matter 
of Opium. The true and far more important question to be solved, -is 
whether there shall be honourable and extending trade with this empire; 
or whether the coasJts shall be delivered over to a state of things which 
will pass rapidly from the worst character of forced trade to plain bucca- 
neering. 

If the High Commissioner had accepted the sincere offers I made to 
. him on the 24tn March last, I am well assured that far mort> would have 
been done to diminish ^he imminent danger of such a state of things, 
than has resulted from his own jjripctuous and ill-considered proceedings. 

' I }X£LVC &CC ) 

(Sigiied) ; ’CH ARISES ELLIOT, 

* * Chi^ SupeHntendent, 



InISosure in- No. 154. 

Captain Elliot to- Meisrs. .Jardine, Mathosm and Co.,, 
and- Messrs. Dent and Cq. 

Gentlemen, Jkfacao, JTj/Zy 15, / 

. I AM concerned tp acquaint you, that p. very serious riot t<M>k place 
in the iicig^hbourhood of a village on the easterii shore of the anchprage 
in Hong Kong Bay, in the afternoon of .Sunday, the 1'th instant, in%hich 
several seamen of the ships Carnatic and Mangalore, were engaged. , 
There is strong reason to fear, that a native named Lie-wy-Lie lost his 
life on this occasion ; and for the ends of justice, I have oflered a reward 
of 200 dollars on the parj- of Her Majesty's Government to any i^erson or 
persons who shall adduce evidence leading to tli<> conviction, of any other 
person or persons, (being subjecls of 1 lev Majesty,) for the murder of that 
individual. 

I have also offered a rc'.vard of 100 dollars, to any pdl'son or persons 
who shall adduce evidence leading to the conviction of any other person 
or persons, (being subjects of ller Majesty,) as instigators of, or ring- 
leaders in, the riot of the 7th instant. 

I have also advanced on my private a<;count and risk, a sum of 1,500^ 
.dollars, to the family of the deceased, as* somq compensation for the heavy 
loss they have sustained; a farther sum of 400 dollars, to pi’otect them 
against the cxtoi’tion of this money by the lower mandarins in the neigh- 
bourhood ; and 100 dollars, to be distributcfl amongst the suffering 
villagers, (some of them aged jnen and women,) \Vith the hope to soothe 
the irritation which the late event was calculatcfl to create. 

1 have no doubt you will agree w'ith me that expenses of this nature 
incurred on occount of the grave misconduct of Knglish seamen, should 
devplve upon the English sliips to which the pcojdc; belonged, who had 
been so improperly permitted to go on shoro; and so far ns 1 have yet 
ascertained, the Carnatic and Mangalore are the only English ships in 
that situation. If it should become known to me, however, tliat the 
seamen of any other English ships were oii shore, and engaged in this 
riot, I will of course transmit a copy of this letter to the Agents for them. 

Perhaps I should explain, that I have carefully particularized English 
ships, because I believe there isno doubt thattheseameu of otherforeigii ships 
wei^ concerned in this dismal transaction. But I have necessarily neither 
the right nor the least disposition to accept from foreigners, any share of 
.Jthe expenses, I have incurred on this occasion; and, indtjcd, if you do not 
feel warranted in making the payment on account of the English slups, I 
must sustain the loss. .. . * 

It should be added, that the relatives of the deceased have forwarded 
me a paper, declaring that they ascribe liis dcafli to accident, and not 
;wilfnlness. But I am afraid that thij^ representation is made wholly with 
the purpose to protect them from 'mn ishment. for rCjCciving money from 
.foreigners; and I certainly do nb®ntend,.to, relinquish the pursuit of 
the strictest further investigation od ^ uch a ground as that. 

(Signed) GHARLES ELLIOT, 

* . . Chief SuperWtetideni. 
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• No. 155. 

Captain Elliot to Viscount Paliherston.^-^Received January ^, 1^40.) 

Ship Fort William, Hong Kong, 

’My Ixjrdj^ August 2T, 

VESSEL sailing to Manilla and Singapore in the course of two 
hoars, affords me but brief space to report to your Lordship the most 
critical situation of all Her Majesty’s subjects in this country. 

The High Ctumnissioner, obviously pressed by counter ro])orts from 
the discontented Mandarins of this province, and l)y very sinister com- 
munications from tluj Court respectingdiis own proceedings, has availed 
himself of the homicide reported in my despatch of the 18th of July, as a 
pretext for cUtributing ‘the interruption of , British intercourse to that 
cause, and not to his own violent measures. 

I proceeded, my Lord, to the very utmost vergt.* of my powers (and 
probably exceeded them}, with tlie hope to all()rd the (jovernment all 
reasonable satisfaction, by setting in action the criminal jurisdi(dion, and 
placing six men on their trial on board this ship, on the I2th and 13th of 
August last. 

The iVIandarin.s were invited to attend, but did not think lit to do so. 
It is wholly impossible to transmit the voluminous l*;ij>ers connected with 
the cases by this occasion; but 1 may state generally, for tin* information 
of Jlcr iMajesty's (lovernmont, that a Bill of indictment for murder 
against “ Tiiomas Titldyr, boatswain of the Mangalore.'’ -wtia ignored by 
the grand Jury, and that live men were found guilty upon an indictmeid. 
for riot and assault; two for the riot only were simlenccd to three months 
confimmrent upon liard labour, in any of Her Majesty’s gaols or houses of 
correction ill England, with a penalty of 15/. each to Her Majesty, and 
three for riot and assaidl, to six months of the like imprisonment, and a 
penalty of 25/. each to I lor’Majc.sty. 

These proceedings did not satisly the Commissioner. He inovod 
down to Hcang-SIi.-ui, a |)lacc forty miles from Macao, with about 2,000 
troops; insisted u])on the ilcfivcry of a man, anil upon the entrance, within 
the river of all tlic British shipping (the real jiurposc in hand) anil took 
away the .servants from, and stopped the supplies of food to, the British 
subjects. At lirst, these measures w'cre conlined to the Britisli ; but it 
.soon aiipcared, that the Portuguese inhabitants of Macao were threatencfl 
with a stoppage of their own supplies, if they continued to assist us.' In 
this emcrgen,cy,,,an(l after comnuinicatiou with the Governor (whose 
dispositions, iiulecd, arc excellent, but whose moans ate nothing), 1 felt 
that I ought uo longer to compromise the safety of the setllemcnt by 
remaining there. , 

It wasdiopcd by his Excellency, as well as myself and the general 
boily of the.mcrchantsi that.,, my own departure witli the oflicers of the 
establishment might lead to relaxation j and with th.at feeling I came oyer 
here on the 24th imstaol, Mrs, Elliot and her child having previously 
embarked. A committee of man a gem cut for tlic arrangement of the em- 
barkation of subjects, liowcver (should such a stej) become 

,;,neccs,^ry),, wa§ previously ajipointcd at my suggestion, ^and I left a 
suBicieht ilumbcr of armed vessels aiul boats to bring them over to Hong 
Kong. By private letters from Mr. Astcll, tlu; chairman of the Committee, 
and Mr. James .Mnthc^pn**l^*ns moment received, your I.,ordsfiip ivill 
perceive, that events have hastened onwards with great raiiidity, and that 
the Govei'nor has dcclai'cd hi.s inability to affonl Her ‘M.ajcst.y's subjects 
further protection. I am looking with extreme anxiety for their arrival, 
and, .in the meanwhile, I am pl;ici.*fg this licet in the. best attitude of 
defence of which circumstance,s admit. 

TThe absence of meu-of-war will necessarily be a source of dctip aij»xi> 

■ ■ 3 K 
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icty to Tier Mxtjesty’s (ioverrirnent-; but happen what may, 1 take this 
occasion to express niy c;onvietion that the Coinmauder-in-Chief- has used 
•his best exertions to prevent such a state of things. But it is inde^ 
greatly to be lamented that Commander Blake did not remain till; he wei*^ 
relieved. 

Y<mr Lordship, however, may be as.siired tliat I will do every thing 
in my power to prevent the calamity and intolerable disgrace of a sxir- 
prise Of this \jihiablc fleet of near fifty sail of British ships by mandarin 
jxinks or Gro-raft?.' ainl for this purpose, 1 have this day assum«d.thc*mili- 
tary as well as eivil superin1,emlenee of the ships, and issued the necessary 
directions for their defence. In this imnncnt of difficulty, I may be per- 
mitted to congratulate Her Majesty's Government that 1 h.ave strictly 
iulhered to tlio determination of keeping the British sliipping outsidc*of 
the Bocea Tigris. Knglish ships or men. luy Lord, can never again be 
safe within those limits till our w,hole intei'course with this empire be 
placed upon an entirely difierent fooling. 

[ should inform your Lordship that since d^he w, alls of .Macao have 
b(H;n covcri'd with false, and insulting proelamations respecting myself, 
and tlic servants an<l supplies taken away, 1 l»av(‘ refused to receive-any 
ollieial papers from the Government. Hy this means. I have been enabled 
to reject any direct application to myself for the delivery of the man. 

lour Lordship will collect from the private letters I transmit, as 
much ns 1 yet know- eoacerning the cafcjstroplu; which has befallen the 
passage-boat, Black Joke ; but 1 feel a.ssurcd therxr is no ground whatever 
for the surmise that the circumstance arises from an ordoi- of the higher 
officers. I have already communi<‘a.ted with the Mandarins in this neigh- 
bourhooxi upon the subject, and a messenger frt)in them is actually on board 
to make inquiries concern iiig*it. 1 am satisfied not only that it is a busi- 
ness of the well-known Ladrones or pirates; but lam also convinced that 
no circumstance is more likely to alarm the autlioritics. They have an 
extreme dread of exciting such lawless proceedings on their coasts, which 
your Lordship will permit me to remind you, were for several months, 
about thirty years since, in the complete possession of a most formidable 
organizatfon of pii'ates. 

• 1 write by this occasion to his Kxcellcncy the Captain General of the 

Philipines, as also to the. Governor of Singapore, for supplies of provisions 
and such military stores as may enable me to put these ships in an effi- 
cient state of ilefcnce. 

The cutter Jjouisa left me the day before yesterday to proceed to 
the eastward to purchase supplies for the fleet. 

X iictvo ^LQ’ 

(Signed)* ’ CHARLES ELLIOT, 
Chief Superintendent; 

•- P.S. Unalflc to transmit to yoxir Lordship the official papers con- 
.‘'nected with the late, trial, T take the liberty to forv\jard by this occasion, 

, newspapers containing the rules of practice and proceeding, and report 
of the trial itself. 

• CHARLES ELLIOT. 

Hong Kong, SepUmJbett 1839. 
THE ship which carried this despatch has been driven back by stress 
of weather, a'circumstance that enables me to report the arrival Her 
Majesty's ship Volage, and of all Her Majesty’s ‘subjects from Macab. 
The additional inclosures will inform your ^wdship that their embarka- 
tion had been pressed tip<m them by the Governor of Macao. The almost 
helpless condition of the place is no doubt his Excellency’^ excuse, and I 
repeat ray couviction, that hik dispositions are sincerely honourable. 

] also transmit to your Lords^jp copies of the several communiUa-i 
tions 1 havemsuie to this Government concerning the homicide at this. 

. . '‘c, and 1 may take this occasion briefly to declare my conviction that 
■ of the American shipping were to ail intents an|dt .purpMck kS 
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di^ly engaged in the riot of 7th July as ohr own ; and 1 may add (so far' 
as the eyulence before me goes), in the melancholy and unfortunate event 
which arose out of it. If it be true, that their Consul has disavowed any 
‘•^nnectioa of Amcricau citizens witli these aiTairs, he has hazarded au 
assertion at variance with the state of the facts. 

CHARLES ELLIOT. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 155. 

Mr. Astell to Captain Elliot. 

My dear Elliot, M/tcao, Midnight^ August 

’ A CRISIS is at hand, and to-morrow wc all push off from the shores of 
Macao ; as soon as we are afloat I shall propose that the whole fleet, .<hips and 
boats of all sorts, every British flag, set sail in company for Hong Kong. I 
have reason to think that this step will be approved. 1 have not time to write • 
you particulars. I scarcely know wfluch way to turn. Ever since you left, I 
have been assailed on all sides with rjuestions, &c., and visits tf) the (iovernbr. 
The atrocious murder aggravates our case. I have had two or three con- 
fidential interviews with the Governor, and lie evidently is in great alarm. He 
is to attend himself witli the troops at the embarkation to-raorrew'. I believe 
all British subjecJLs, except the sick in the Mo.spitaJ, will embark. The Govenior 
will take tho iTiinatcs of om’» hospital into that of the Portuguese and protect 
them. I send this by the Ann. 1 tried all the afternoon to get a China boat 
to send you. express ; but none would go. I wislicd to warn you against 
coming over in any of Jlie small craft. 'J'heTlhop to the Governor which his 
Excellency showed me privately this morning, is the same as that to the 
Procurador, of which 1 liavc a copy, but do not send it as Matheson will 
give you his. At si.x this evening, I again saw the Governor, who had 
that moment received another much stronger, with the threat expressed of 
surrounding the English houses. - He told me' he answered it hastily and ver- 
bally, to tlie efl’ect, that every European must he slain ere such should take 
place. lie is walking about the quay, and all the citizens arc around in case of 
an attack. I have been applied to to make a representation concerning' the 
murder to the Chinese, btit I repeat that such does not form part of my 
business. The depositions which wc have taken will give you particulars. I 
^all be in. the Pearl or Psyche. More when we meet. 

Ever yours, in haste, &c., 

(Signed) J.H. A. 


Inclosurc 2 in No, 155. 

. . . * Mr. Matheson to Captain Elliot, 

Ify.Dear CstptaimElHot, Maxia, Typa, Sunday, August 25, 

WE have persuaded the Commander of the Ann to proceed to llong- 
Ktmg before sailing, in case you may have any further de.spatches to write. 
Hex destination is Manilla and Singapore ; but circumstances may occasion 
the '^ages terminating, at Manilla. * ' 

» . Mr. A. Jardjtie win tell you of a second chop this afternoon froin .tlu: 
Mandarins, in consequence, qf'^vvhich the Portuguese Governor has declared, 
he cannot ausvyer for the .safety of British subjects after noon to-inorrow, at 
yvbich hour all are to embark in a body, in the Governoij’s presence, with tfie 
troops m^er arms. There is even a threat of <m attempt to sufround Britisii 
houses, tdriiight; but the ..Governor .has declarecl his determination to re.sist 
:U.us.;..and jt is not likely that, if reall/intended, they would have given notice 
of it. LtHinic, however, none 6/ bur countrymen at Macao will , venture to 
;go to;sleepi%*iiight. ^ 
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■ . ' ' • - • 

Mr, Jardiue will tell you of th'e fearful murder of the crew of the Blach 

Joke, off Lantao point, last night, excepting only the Serang, who sprang 
over-board, and clung to the rudder. Mr. Mark Moss, tlie only ])assenger,, 
w’as barbarously wounded, one of hiiS ears cut off, and left for dead. Afte^ 
which tluey attempted setting fire to tlie vessel, but were interrupted by the 
Harriet coming tip, which took tin? Black Joke in tow. The attacker consisted 
of seven Cliinesc rowing-boats, manned and armed, like Mandarins; but, I 
think (contrar 3 ’’ to the general opinion) they must have been pirates, trq^ting 
to the present contbsion for impunity. They carried, oft’ some prd|itftly, con- 
.si.sting of Mr. Just’s watchc.s, but left .some dollars, .strange to stiyl Mr. 
Moss was fiying from the process of the Macao Court, on an action of debt 
on Mr. Gouldshorough’s account. He i.s .-dive and likely to survive, unless 
lock-jaw supervenes. We have ordered provisions, &c., for ourselves. Have 
you any orders to give on account of the community. 

• Yours, &c., 

(Signed) JAMES MATHESON. 


Inclosure .1 in No. 

Mcfisra. Asicll, Urainc tSf others, to Captain Elliot. 

Sir, Macao, Aatjust 25, 1839. 

WE have the honour to forward to j'ou hc^;ewith cojiics of depositions 
taken this day, regarding a distressing outrage committed last night by the 
Chinese on the crew of the schooner Black Joke, when at anchor off 
Ijantno.. 

Tlie Committee waited on the Governor this rnortung, in consequence of 
this business, and also witli reference to a chop from the Commissioner to the 
Portuguese Government (whicli was demi-ofticially notified to their Chairman) 
directing them immediately to send away the English residents. 

The Governor did not feel himself at liberty to communicate the contents 
off this chop to the (’onmiittce ; but a confideiitud interview with their Chair- 
man, coupled with the purposes of certain other chops, just now issued (and 
an aiislract of which we have procured from Mr. Gutzlaft', and forward herein) 
and also bearing in mind the affair of the schooner Black Joke, which there is 
apparently some reason to tear was made under the directions of the Mandarins, 
have induced the Committee to recommend the immediate embarkation of the 
Jlritisb community. 

, We send also herewith « copy of our circular, suggesting the adoption of 
that measure. , ' ’ ‘ , 

. We trust the embarkation will be allowed to take place without obstruc- 
, tion, in the course of to-niorrow. 

. We arc sorry to add, that we have received Information that the schooner 
f Jane was last night chased by the Mandarins, also in the neighbourhood of , 
Lsuitao. * 

' The Governor has declined furnishing us with a copy of the chop to ' him-; 
selfi or communicating it officially to us m a Coutmittec, anjjl he states himself 
unable to say what time will be* allowed by* the^ Chinese authorities for the. 
departure of the English residents. 

It is said, on good authority, that 'several thousand troops are (»llejdted .in ; 
this^neighbourhood ; and we hear that the Cluneseare removing jbeinselvM and' 
Ibar property ift large numbers from Macao. . ' 

■ We have, &c;, ' 

(Signed) o J. tt, Astell^ ^ , 

GEORdE BaAIXE. 
WiLtiAk Bell. 

OibBERT Smith. . .. .. 

HiiNisiiAW Fuiiijosr^jEE,''’^* 
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Incldsiu'c 4 in No, ,1 55. 

, JDf position of Massah T^ndiil, of the Black Jpke, before the Committee of Mana-ge- 
\ ' ‘ meni at Macao ^ August 25, 1839. 

' if ' 

LEFT Macao in the Black Joke, at 6 a.m, on the 24th August ; seven I^as- 
cai'S, himself, and Mr. Moss, in the vessel. Anchored at G p.m. under the south 
.esido$ Lantao, at the entrance, tide being against ihein ; two^ineii on the. look- 
out; about lO o’clock, the alarm was given of boats approaching, five or six 
pulling boats filled- with nicn. 'J'hcy immediately ranged alongside, and com- 
menced to massacre the crew, Hassan jumjfcd overboard, aud remained about 
half an hour in the water, holding on l)y the rinlder. They took away the per- 
sonal baggage and stores which were carried on hoard the vessel the night before, 
and several boxes, but not all. The boats were alongside about half an hour ; 
when llassun got on board, ho found Mr. Moss alone, who told him that the 
crew were murdered, and perceived attcinjfts ha«l been made to set lire, to the 
vessel by means of tar rojics’ and gunpowrter. Sliortly after a vessel hove in 
sight, and took the vessel in tow, and brftught her to the 'I'ypa this morning. 

A mandarin cap and knife was found on board the vessel. 


IncloMirc .5 in No. 15.3. 

Deposition oj' Mr. Mark Moss. 

THUS .saith Alark Mos-s, a British subject, born in London, before Van 
Basel, Dutch Consul; Baiva, hate Procurador at Macao; Kerr and Leslie, 
British merchants; at Macao, this 25th day of August, 1839. 

1 left Macao on board the Black Joke, on .Friday night last, the 23rd 
instant, to proceed to Ilong Kong ; having got as far as the point of Lantao, 
anchored there yesterday evening at five ; supped aud vvcui to lay dowu. About 
nine o’clock, I Ite.-ird the cresy, which consisted of Lascars, eight in number, crying 
out Wylo, Wylo ran to the sky-light, a>id saw three guns fired at u.s, wadded 
with' diareoal, when I reached the dock 1 saw three Jjascars cut down, and got a 
cut on the left side of the face?, on which I went heiow, when I heard the Chinese 
cry out “Ta, Ta,” and on putting my head out of the stern companion, got a most> 
severe wound on the top of the head. The Chinese then laid hold of me, and 
stripped me of my clothes, and cut my arm in three places, as f put it up to save 
iny head ; they then proceeded to, plpndcr arid break up the boat ; and coming 
down with lights into the cabin, one of them .seeing I had a ring on my finger, 
attempted to cut the finger off, but I took the ring off aud gave it to him.'tind 
another seeing my watch took it out of niy pocket, and laying hold of niy ear, 
called to a man who c^me .with ;i sharp instrument and cut it off, along with a 
large portion of the skin on the left side of my head, as. you now sec, and put it 
in my mouth, attetnpting.to push it down my throat. I was then knocked about 
on all sides by the .Chinamen, and saw. them bring a barrel of gunpowder, with 
which they attempted jto blow pp.the bg^, but did not succeed. I was rendered 
senseless from, the sftioke caused, by tlie .explosion, and was nearly suffocated; 
■when, making a last effort, reached the deck and found no one ■ there ; I -called 
out the names of. some of^ Lascars, .^and seeing a rope, moving a-stern, fodnd 
thattije Tindal alpne ofthe' 3 >;fiQie,pal;iy,c..crcvy saved himself, by hauging-on 
to the ruddei* under water ; he'eame' up, and gave me some waWr, of ..which I 
drapk five basons full, and /^It refreshed; a short time after this, the Harriet, 
Captain Hall,, came and I the . Chinese, from their leaving the boat 

80 suddenly, had seen Jhis vessel. ’ ' ' 

From Captain Hall f,rmet with the kindest treatment, h(;took me on board, 
dressed my wounds, and. taking charge of my boat, brought me to *MacaoThis 
morning about five o’clock. 

'-■ ' '(Signed) PAIVA, C‘ K. 

W. L., S. V. B; 
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:/ Inclosare 6 in No. 155. 

* * • 

. Officicd Communiciition from the MandarinS of Casa Branca, and the Tkotaatff, . 

requiring the departure of ike English from Macao. ^ 

CHIAM/Mandarin of Casa Branca, and Pong, the Tsotang, hereby make 
known to the Procurador, that having replied to bis oificial, in which he 
irequested they would solicit their Ex'cellenoics (the Imperial Cpmmia- 
sioner and the 'Canton authorities) to issue Proc|apiatioDS, ^allmg on . 
Chinese merchants to purchase the goods import^ by the Portugue'se, in 
order to extricate them from their present embarrassments, &c. ; aqd having 
stated in said reply, that in the actual state of affairs in regard to the 
English, it was not advisable ,to transmit his (tlie Procurador’s) official to* the 
superior authorities, they now remind him, that by orders of their Excellen- 
cies they are required to drive all the English from Macao, and not allow one 
of them to remain ; on which account, they have imposed severe restrictions, .. 
depriving them of every assistance, and have slafroned troops at Casa Briuica, 
and at the Bar Fort, in order to seize and punish any of the foreigners [the 
English] who may loiter about here. And as they have had information 
that within the last few days several of the English have left, but that there 
are a few still remaining, watching wlwt is going on, which is in direct 
contravention of llie prqhibitory orders; they, the Mandarins,, have stationed 
soldiers and policc-runners in different parts to seize them secretly ; and, 
besides communicating with the Governor of Macao, they now ortler the^' 
Procurador to show immediate obedience beretft, and expel all the JCnglish; 
and to request the Governor, to order all the Portuguese who liavc rented 
their houses to tl»e English, to oblige them to quit ; and when once they have 
left Macao, not to allow them to come on shore again. After the English 
shall have left, they, the Mandarins, will immediately petition their Excel- 
lencies, interceding on behalf of the Poiinguese, that the merchants may be 
able to di.sposo of their goods, so that all may be contented, and to be allowed 
to export largely, which will certainly yield immense profits. 

So soon as’thc English be brought to repentance, and deliver up the 
murderer; and when their merchant'.ships sha’il have gone up to Wliampoa, 
and the store-ships and live foreigners phe sixteen proscribed] shall* have 
returned to their country, their Excelloncies will ccrlaiiUy grant them the 
especial favour of continuing their trade as formerly ; and you, the Portuguese, 
when you receive permi.ssion to trade with the English, you can then rent 
them your Imuses as heretofore. 

Take care that you do not meet with a severe loss on all your goods in 
Mhcao, in consequence of your cupidity, for the insignificant rent of your 
bouses. Avoid it therefore. 

IGth of the 7lh moon (24tli August 1839.) 


Inclosnrc 7 in No. 155. 

Certificate of three Surgeons, on the' several 'wmnds inflicted on the person of 

■ Mr, Moss. ■ * ; - 

f f-' Macao, AuguM 25, 18.39. 

THIS is to certify that we bave carefully examined Mr. Mark Moss, who 
reports that he was attacked last night, by some persons who boarded boat 
and inflicted several severe wouiuls on his persf>n. 

We saw him this morning at eight o’clock, and found that be had received 
the following injuries: — 

On the fiead.'—A deepwoond over the left eyebrow, and extending aerr^. 
the arch of the ' nose, the bpnes of which have been completely divided. .Ajfc; 
oblique wound on the forehead, alJbut two inches Ibrig; the left ear, -with^a 
portion of the scalp, has been cut way, leaving a large open wound. There are 
also two smatler , wounds on the head., < ' , „ ' 

.. . On ihel^t arm.for’^fp^ thev]lower^.aiftpf.ihjj 'ar% 



is a deep wound extending across the limb, and dividing the external condyle o 
the humerus. In the middle of tlie fore-am, an extensive deep wound; the 
fasoia has been torn, and the muscles much lacerated. At the lower part of, the 
l6^e-arm, near the wrist, another doep wound, down to the ulna, which bone has 
been divided. On the hand, a deep wound at the back of the J:hu tub, 'almost 
separating this member from the hand. ’ 

Besides the above, there arc also several wounds on the body and limbs 
which ;irc of little consequence. From the severe injuries noyv described, we 
Consider thb disn to be in a. dangerous condition. * ' 

(Signed) IIICIIARD HENRY COX, 

■ • Surycon. 

WILLIAM LOCKHART, 

• Surycon. 

Certificate of Mu Anffertton, Surgeon. 

■ September 1, 1939. 

I DO hereby certify that I have this day examined Mr. IMark Mos.s, and 
that the statement contained in the accompanying certificate of Dr.s. Cox and 
Lockhart, of the wounds he has received, as correct. And from the present 
appearance of the wounds, considerable advance has already been made towards 
recovery, and that, to the best of my jiulgment, little danger is to bo apprehended 
from his present state. 

(Signed) ALEXANDER ANDERSON. 

* Acting Surgeon to Her Britannic Majesty' i 

Superintenden is. 


Inclosnrc 8 in No. 155. 

Abstracts of Three Edicts posted upon the walls of Macao. 

First Edict. August 25, 1839 . 

THE gracious will of His Imperial Majesty having been declared in favour 
of all the violent measures suggested by the memorialist Ilwaiig Tseotsze, it is, 
therefore, hereby proclaimed by the Imperial Commissioner and tlie Governor. 

1. That any foreign vessel, wherein, through error, opium shall be brouglvt ‘ 
to this place, within the period of eighteen months, from the date of this Edict, 
shall be permitted, on the surrender of the same, to proceed to Whampoa, and 
dispose of her other cargo. 

2. That every foreigner (no especial mention made of the English) who 
■ shall endeavour to introduce opium into the empire, on discovery being made, 

shall, if he be the principal, be immediately decapitated ; if only an abettor, shall 
be instantly sentenced to strangulation. 

3. That every vessel ft allowed to proceed immediately up to Whampoa in 
order to discharge her cargo, 

4.. That such vessels as are not proce^ng to Whampoa must return forth- 
with to their country, lest ulterior measures be adopted against them. In this, 
also, no especial mention is made of the English. 

5. That if the murderci of the Chinese, Lin Wcihec, be immediately de- 
livered up, well and good ; but if not, all the foreigners shall be in%olve4 in the 
offence. ‘ ' , . ^ ' ; 

* ■ - • -f , 

0 - ' ' , , • • • 

? Ssicond Edict. ^ 

This Edict, issued by the local authorities, threatens wit^i fearful punisli- 
ment, all boatmen that shall dare to furnish suppliejt to the outside shipping ; 
and intimates to all who may venture to transgress, the certainty of being caught 
by some of the numerous cruizers, • 

* Third Edict. ■ v • 

' ■ There is a thitd''pa|>er, which intended .to 'soothe the populace, and to 



give the people the assurance,' that i^hattfver loajr be the measure of the Govehi- 
•ment, the place shall be atni>ly supplied with rice, and no difficulties shall be 
thrown in the way of its importatioiv at- the* usu^ -rates. Thisus, ^i^ady ^he 
third Edict of this kind.. Some unplci^ant encounters have just now taken 
place between the dealers in rice and the mob, and the local mandarins, ther^ 
fore, fear the worst consequences. Still, however, the soldiers at the various 
stations leading to Macao, prevent boats loaded with provisions from proc^eeding 
to their destination. . ‘ , 

The emigration of the most influential and respectable people *Cohtinue8> 
and there are, at the present moment, again hundreds preparing to leave Macao. 

A number of soldiers arc stationed on the Lappa, where they daily exercise 
themselves in the art of shooting. . 

. (Signed) CHARLES GUTZLAFF. 


Inclo-siire 9 in No. 1 ;>5. 


Captuin Elliot to the Ojficers deputed hj the Imperial Commissioner, 

, Macao, Jultj 13, 1839. 

ELLIO’r, leariu'tig that the Honourable offivers have arrived here to make • 
inquiries concerning the death of a native at llong Kong, on the 7th instiint, 
writes these particulars. 

As soon as it was reported to Elliot, that di.sorder had taken place at Hong 
Kong, and that a native of tin; land had lost his *life, either by accident or 
deliberate intention, he proceeded immediately to Hong Kong, where he arrived 
on the morning of the 1 0th instant. 

Upon inquiry, it appeared that several seamen of the ships, American as 
w«*n as English, had heoh permitted to go ashore, as it was said, for the puq)ose 
of bathing and taking exei ei.se on the beach. <’oucerning any English people, 
who might have been engngcil in the disorder, Elliot immediately took measures 
according to the customs of his country. He issued a notice among tlie English 
shipping, ofl'ering a reward of liOO/. to any person who would discover the man 
by whom the native of the land might have been killed, whether accidentally or 
not, and a reward of lOOh to any person who would discover tlie leaders in the 
riot which had taken place. 

• Tlie investigations arc still proceeding, neitlier shall they bo lightly pursued ; 
and most assuredly, if it sliall be brought to light that this unhappy man lost 
his life by an act of a British subject, and the ottuuder be dist-'^vereil, he shall 
immediately be placed on his trial, according to the laws of his country. 

The Government of the English nation would hold Elliot deeply guilty, if 
ho, failed to j)rosecute this aflair with the utmost severity. 

Elliot should further make known to the Hohourablo officers, that the 
fetnily of the tlcceased do not ascribe the death of tliis individual to wilfuluess, 
bnt to accident. Be it accident or wilfuluess, however, .Ijc is no longer here to 
take care of them, and therefore Elliot has considered that it became him to 
prbvidt; for their support. . 

This is just. , ; ..•>*. , 



Itiolofttire 10 ia Noi^ 155 

Cdpiatn ElUdt to the Officers deputed by the Imperidl Comimgs’iohcr. 

- Macao, July '2\\ 1839. 

FOR the ends of justice and in the performance of his doty to his own 
gracious Sovereign, Elliot must assuredly continue to use his sineci^st efforts to 
discpyftr. whether the pef^e|ratqr8 of any crime, declared to Ijii committed within 
this j.aris^pUqp^. are British subjects; .and jf it shall ap])ear upon faithful 
investigation that such is the case, the oftenders will be placed upon their trial 
according to the laws of their country. 

. But the present conduct of the Ifonorable Oflicers is as inexplicable, as 
their past proceedings are unjust and dangeroits. At one moment they issue 
Public Notices, encouraging the merchant^} and seamen of the English nation 
to disregard the lawful orders ottheir pfhcer._ At the next they approach him 
with reipiisitions to settle important affairs. When the ships of his nation went 
to Hong Kong, 'Elliot strictly commanded the peojilc of his nation always to 
treat the Honorable Ollicers of this empire with respt'ct, and to prevent the 
sailors from occasioning disorder. Immediately ailervvards, follows the 
Proclamation of the HonoKible Officens, inciting the people of the English 
nation to disregard Elliot’s injnnctions. But if they were to be disregarded in 
one sense, how was' it to be expected they would be observed in another? 
Would it be possible to maintain order and tran<|nillity, if Elliot and the other 
foreign Oflicers were to incite, the natives of the land to give no heed to the 
commands of their own authorities, and as.surc the people of assistance, if they 
thought fit to break the laws of the empire ? Truly these proceedings of the 
Honorable Officers have been highly inconsistent with the principles of peace 
and reason, and Elliot cohsiders that these and all other disorders are chiefly 
attributable to them. 

Elliot Avill receive no papers from the Honorable Officers till he is satisfied 
that there shall be no repetition of these inflammatory practices, and till the 
higher officers think fit to receive his own sealed addresses agreeably to 
custom. • . 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


' Inclosure 11 in No. 155. 

Captain Elliot to the Keun-Min-Foo. 

Macao, August 3, 1839. 

ELLIOT, &c., &c., begs to acquaint the Keun-Min-Foo, for the informa- 
tion of the higher officers at the J^rovincial City, that on Monday, the 12th day • *: 
of the month, certain English seamen will be tried before him, according to the'/< 
laws of the English natiqn, on board a British ship, at the anchorage at Hong- .. ' 
Kong, for participation in the riot, in which a native of the land, named Lin • 
Wie hee, is declared to have lost his life, to the end that ju.stice may be dope 
upon those who arc proved to be guilty, and that the innocent may be allowed 
to go free. 

And if the higher officers shall be pleased to command any of the Honor- 
able Officers to be present &t the trial, Elliot will take care that they are received 
with the resp^t due to their rank. « 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT 


Inclosurc 12 in No. 155. 

CaptaUf Elliot to the K^n-Stin^Foo. 

‘ , Maceu^l August 16, 1839. 

ELXtlOX liiOT the htmonr to acquaint the' . Keun*Min-Foo, for the informa* . 
tion of the hi^ officers, that he has strictly investigated according to the forms 
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of law of bis countty concerning the death of a native of the -land, at Hong 
Kong, on the 7th July last. Not, to the end that any man should be delivered 
tip, for, by the plain orders of his gracious -Sovereign, that is impossible, but 
that justice may be done .upon the guilty, even to the taking of life, if there 
a convielion of murder. • ^ . • 

He now soiemuly declares that he has not been able to discover the perpe-- 
trators of this deed, 

(Sighed) CHARLES EIJljIO'jp, 


Tnclosurc 13 in No. 155. 

Captain Elliot to the Keun-Min-Foo, 

* . Maeaxt, 

ELLIOT has to demand, in the name of the«.Sovereign of his nation; that 
proclamations should be forthwith issued, permitting the native servants, in the 
employment of the English at Macao, to return to their occupations and furnish 
the supplies'." And Elliot has further to give notice that, as at Hong Kong, 
there' are severed thousands of seamen menaced with the privation of supplies 
of food. ■ He cannot be responsible for the preservation of the peace, if the 
present condition of disquietude subsists. 

According to the genius of the English nation, tliey will he considered by 
his Government to be measures of insult .and violence of the worst character. 
And the responsibility rests upon the Coininis.sioiier. 

The Great Emperor will not sanction proceedings of undistinguishing 
violence, arising entirely from a violation of his gi;acious will, that all things 
shonltl he adjusted agreeably to the jirinciples of justice and reason. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


No. 156. 

‘ Captain Elliot to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received Febrnarif 1 , 1 840.) 

* 

Bhip Fort William, 

My Lord, Hong Kong, Septemher 3, 1839. 

THE arrival of Her Majesty’s sliip Volnge, with despatches from the 
Comibander-in-Chief, authorizing me to olfer the Governor of Macao, any 
assistance he may require under the painful ijud extremely unsuitable condition 
^’of all Her Majesty’s resident subjects and their families on board this fleet, hto 
c^tpduced me to address the accompanying note to liis Excellency. 
c Under present circumstances, Macao may at once^lm made sufficiently safe 
for their protection, and witli the shipping at our commwd, there could he no 
difficulty in procuring supplies from Manila. - 

With the present pretensions of the Commissioner, there can be. np con- 
ducting such a trade as our own at Canton with honour or advantage. 

H<mg Kong, Bepteadier 7, '1$39 
The Inclosure No. 3, is His Excellency’s reply to mine : yesterday received. 
Your Lordship will perceive that it amounts to an acknowledgment of his ina- 
bility -to' protect us. Such being the case, ncy Lord, I m^md the time is 
approaching when this fleet, and the resident coinmuni$j^u China, must depart 
to Manila,^ and await ’ there the final adju^toof^tj^f . all these excessive 
difficulties. ,. •’ ^ 

I hrfve, 

, (Signed) . a UfflaL ES ELLIOT. 
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Inclomire 1 in No. 156. 

Cajttain Elliot to the Portuguese Governor of Macao. ■ 

SKiji Fort William, 

ILmg Kongy Saplcjnber 1, 1831). 

THE Undersigned, &c. &c. &<S.; has the honour to acquaint your Excellency 
il)at he has received .Despatches from the Rear-Admiral Comuianding-in-Chict^ 
dated on the 8th .Tuly last, by which he learns that the Captain of Her Majesty’s 
ship Volage, is instructed to co-operate most cordially and energetically with liis 
Excellency the Governor of Macao, in the defence of the place, and in repelling 
4 ny aggression that may be attemptetl, and to consider the lives and' liberty of 
Her Most Faithful Majesty .s subjects equally under his protection wjth those of 
Her Majesty. 

If, therefore, your Excellency shall desire aid of any kind for the above 
pui^scs from Her Majesty’s oflicers or subjects, at this anchoi-age, it sliall imme- 
diately be afforded. 

Under the circumstance of the arrival of Her Majesty’s ship, with such 
orders, the Undersigned cannot but feel that your Excellency will anxiously desire 
to see British subjects once more under the j)rotection of Her Most Faithful - 
Majesty’s Hag, at Macao, if possible; the more so on account of the insulting 
address to the Portuguese Authorities, praising and thanking them for assisting 
in driving forth the British people. 

This infamous calurftny will have been a source of deep chagrin to your 
Excellency ; but the U ndersigned Iiojkss he need not say that he has assin-od' his 
own Government it is utterly void of foundation. 

The Uinlorsigned, for his own part, did not require your Exeelloncy’s 
repeated and honourable dtstdaratious that the- satne protection should ho afforded 
to British as Portngiie.se sid>jects, and his own reason for retiring, was indisposi- 
tion to compromise the settlement whilst there was no force at hand lu) repel the 
aggression. 

That is no longer the case; and the Undersigned has now to propose to 
your Excellency the return of Her Alajesty’s subjects to Macao, and the utmost 
aid in his power for the resistance of any aggression u|»on the honour and rights 
of Her Most Faithful Alajeaty, which may ensue from the protection of the 
sabjects of her most ancient aud intimate ally. He has communicated this 
note to his conirado the Captain of Her Majesty’s ship, and is requested by that 
officer to state his entire concurrence in these sentiments, and to offer your 
Excellency his heartiest assistance. The vessel which convoys this Despatch will/ 
wait for your Excellency’s answer, and a force of 800 or 1000 men. can bcplarc^:- ' 
at your Excellency’s disposal at once. 

.The Undersigned takes this occasion to renew to your Excellency the son*'”’' 
timeuts of his highest consideration. 

: . (Signed) CHARLES EJUlilOT. 
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Inclosure 2 in ,156. 

The K^un-Min-Foo to thd Portugiiose Governor of Macao, prohihiting Portuguest^ 
Lorc/ias from ajtproacMng the Ships at Hong Kong. 

TSEAN^jr, Acting Keun - Mi n-Foo,. issues these to the Portuguese foreign 
Chief (Proi'urudor gif Macao,), for his full infoimation. * r '* 

1 have received an edict from their ExcellonjBies Tang, the Governor, a,nd 
Lin, the lmj>erial. Commissioner, of the following tenor 

“Tho Admiral has just reported to us that Lai, commander of the squadron 
of Tapang, informed him that oji the 14tU instant two Portuguese lorchas, pne 
h(donging to Kachashipu and the other to Francisco, came and anchored at 
llong-lfong, near the English ships. This coming before us, we find that tl^e 
orders, that at the present time we have issu(!d, are of the strictest and most 
comprehensive nature, in regard to cutting off the^upply of all kinds of provi- 
sions to the English, both iu Maca<> ami on board their ships. After the com- 
pradores were taken aw.ay from the English residing in Macao, the said Procura- 
dor showed himself obedient to the onlers issued to him, and aided, as far as ho 
was .able, in liastenipg tlu! departurt* of those perverse English wdio were to bo 
expelled from China; tlieir dejiartuiv', — so precipitate and confused, — proves that 
the said Procurador knows the imjmrtance of his duty ; and his rcsjjectfiil obedi- 
ence is worthy of jjmise. It appears, ]iowcvcr„tliat several of the English, after 
their departure from Macao, have gone to live on Ijoard the shi])s at ITong Kong, 
which makes it necess.ary to cut off the supply of all provisions and necessaries of 
life from them also. The Chinese, having boon apprebemlcd and punished, are 
smitten with fear, and have withdrawn their boats. How; is it, then, that the 
Portuguese still go to tlu)se,, places, and anchor theii lorchas near the English' 
ships? If on this oceasion we luul assembled our war-vessels, and these lorehas 
had been eu.pturod, would not they, the good, have thus become involved in tho 
punishment of <;he pvil?” (Literatim, —“Would nut tho 2 >recious stones have 
been confounded with the common pebbles?”) 

. “ It is necessary, therefore, that we should again issue our commands.” 

Immediately on reoeijjt of this, lot the said Procurador command the said 
lorchas forthwith to I’eturn, and if there be any besides tlie.se which go to that 
anchorage let them also return. Let them not go there secretly to supjdy provi- 
sions to the foreigners on pain of severe pinnshinont. Besides this, let me be 
informed us to the jiasses you have granted, that I may report the same. 

Tlio aasistance just now, afforded, by the Governor and Procurador, in expel- 
ling the English, from . Macao, shows tbat.^they know the importance of their 
duties; and their rcsijcctful obedience merits commendatioin The extraordinary 
praises just conferred on you by their Excellencies must be a source of ines- 
'timablc honour and glory to you. The l*rocumlor and the others ought, there- 
fore, to obey the prohibitory orders, and to enforce them to tho utmost of their 
-power when public affairs Call for them. They ought to be thankful for the 
benefits their Excellencies have always showered upon them. This is my ardent 
hd^^. ■ Be uigent ! Be urgent ! 

i7th day of the 7th moon of the ygar of Taoukwqjig.-— (26th August.) 
(True translation from the Portuguese.) ■ , . ' 

■ '• (Signed) * S. Fbaron. ' 
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Inclosure 3 in’ No. 156. , 

The Portuguese Governor of Macao lo'Captain Elliot. 

' - ‘ J/ffcflO, 3 (/c 1839. 

O ABAIXO Assignado Governador do Macao o siias dc'pendeucias tern a 
l»6rira^de accnzar a rccop^ao da iiotta quo llie doregio o TIlo. Sr. Charles Klliot, 
Supenntciuleiitc do Coinmercio’ Britunico na China dotada da Bahia do Hong- 
kong era o 1". de Sottembro, eehirespo sta a nicsma a de rcpotir-lhc o quo ]>or 
raa,i» 'de huma viz. officialuii^Uto llife tern dlto desde' quo o Alto Cothraissario 
onviado cxpressarnonte , pclo Imporador dfi China para a suprcssSo do prolubido 
coiftmercio. do Opio chogou a CantSo. Evein a sCr quo scni recebor' ordens 
exprcssas e tenniuantes do sen Gdverno, elle nao podo deixar de Conservar a 
iflais stricta xientralidade entrc as duas Nn(,’odns a Tngleza mm qncin ha tantos 
tempos a sua so acha tSo' iiitimamcntc aliiada, c a Chineza pelos motives bem 
cotnneidos de todos. , 

O Abaixo Assignado coni tndo nao despreza esta occaziao quo S. Sa. Iho 
olTorece para novamente sigxiificar-lhe era norao de sen Govorno os niais extensos 
c bem merocidos agradocirnentos pcla franca e generoza coopera^'uo que Ihe 
[xroporciona, e de (juo nfio se pode aprovcitai* pclas razOens aoima’ ditas. 

Os subditos Britanicos n.'tirarao sc espontancamente de Macao com o fini 
de nilo eonqxromctterein o Estabelle^imcmto, e com este passo collocarao-se por 
si mcsnio ora a necessidado do liuo voltarem a (die cm (pianto nao so acharera 
aplanadas to<las as difficuldmles <pie ninda existom, e quo o Abaixo Assignado 
conta vor satisfatoriamonte tcrniinadas para todas asixartes, nao Ihe sendo perrait- 
tido alterar alguma coiza, ])ara manter a maitralidadc a qnc acinja allude etd 
.quanto nao rocebor ordeini exprcssas do sen Go verno a tal respeito; 

As Chapas dos Mandarins d<' (jue 8. 8a. com razao so queixa, forSo respon- 
didas ao Alto Commissario de hum mode terminante e positive, fazondo-lhc ver 
qiu! ;vs Subditos J3ritanicos se rotirarao cspontanoament(\ o dosto mode julgow 
o Abaixo Assignado ter igualmento satisfeito aos Subditos Britanicos, o a digni- 
dade do (iovorno Portugu((z. 

S. Sa. e todos os Subditos Britanicos conhecerao o vivo scntimeiito coimpie 
o Abaixo Assignado os vio jxartir, o todos Soubcrilo quo a prote<,'cru) possivel Iho 
scria dada eni as circunstancias oni quo.acpii so acharao do quo S. Sai tambem 
so convxmcio; o parece .ao Abaixo Assignatlo ter satisfatoriamento rospondido a 
sua ja citada notta u3o Ihe -rcstaudo senao renovat as expressoens de sua mais alta 
estima a considera^iio. 

O Governador, 

(Assignado) ADMAO ACCACIO DA SILV*, PINI’O. 


j (Translation.) 

Macao, September 3, 1839. 
THE Undersigned, Governor of Macao and its''depondcncios, has the honour 
to acknowledge receipt of the note addressed to him; by; the most illustrious Mr. 
Charles Elliot, Superintendent of British-. Commerce in China, dated in the Bay 
of Hong Kong, the Ist of September; and in reply thereto, ho has to repeat 
what ho has already officially declared more than once since the arrival at Canton 
of the High Commissioner sent by the Emperor of China expressly for the 
suppression of the {prohibited trade in Opium. And it is this, that without receiv- 
ing from his Govermnent expifi^ss and definitive orders, ho cannot cease to pre- 
serve the most strict neutrality between the two nations, the English, with which 
his own has been so long and so intimately allied, and the Gliiucsc, from motives 
well known to all. - • 

The Undordgned cannot at the sarno.^-time let slip this occasion. afforded by 
the Superintendent to express anew, in the name of his Government, his very 
great, and well-merited thanks for the frank and generous co-operation which has 
been offered, but of which he is not able to avail himself for the reasons above 
Stated. - 
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Tbc Bi'itMili' subjects retired of . tbeit own accord from Macao, with a view 
of not coraprotnising this establishment, and by this step have placed themselves 
updcr the necessity of not liuiding here so long as all the difficulties now existing 
shall continue unsettled ; jvKich difficulties the Undersigned hopes to see termi- 
nated satisfactorily for all parties, it not being allowable for him to vary in any- 
thing from the maintenance of the neutrality above stated, until he shall receive 
express orders from his Government in that respect. 

The “ chops ” of the Mandarins, of which with reason the Siipcrint^denfc 
complains, have beeif answered to the High Commissioner in a inafindr deffnite 
and ]»ositive, making him perceive that the British subjects retired of their own 
ac<?ord, and in this the Undersigned judges that the British subjects aud the 
dignity of the Portuguese Government will be equally satisfied. 

The Superintendent and all the British subjects were aware of the livbly 
feelings with which the Undersigned saw them depart, and all knew that what 
protection was possible in the circumstances in which wo are hero jdaced wife 
given, and of this the Superintendent was convinctJtl ; and it appears to tho Under- 
signed that the note already cited is ilius satisfactoril}' answered, it bnly remaining 
for him to renew the expression of his highest esteem and considemtion. 

The Governor, 

(Signed) ADRTAO ACC AGIO DA SILV'. PINTO. 


No. 157. - 

Captain ElUoi to Viscount Palmerston. — {licceiccd l^ehriinrp 1, 1840.) 

Ship Fort William, 

My T^ord, tlon(f Kong. SeptnuOcr u. 1839. 

1 YESTEBPAY proceeded to Kow Lunc, in tlio cutter Louisa^ distant 
about four miles from this anchorage, where there were three large mcn-ot-war 
junks, whose presence, 1 collected from the natives about us, prevented the 
regular su[>pljes of food, t was accompanied by the Pearl, a small armed- vessel, 
an<l Oai>tain rimlth of the Volagc was so good as to lend me the pinnace of Ins 
ship, and to go with me himself. But I can assure your Lordship, tliat though I am 
responsible for causing tho first shot to he fired, I did not anticii)ate any conflict 
when we left, and went accompanied solely for purposes of sufficient defence 
against insult or attack. 

The violent and vexatious measures heaj>ed upon 1 ler Majesty’s officer and 
subjects will, I trust, serve to excuse those feelings of irritation whicli have 
betrayed mo into a measure that I am sensible, under less trying circumstances, 
would bo difficult indeed of vindication. But 1 proceed to state the circum- 
^ stances as they ttwk place, leaving their most favounible consti'uetioii to your 
.Xiordship’s unvarying kindness, and to that consideration for my harassing situa- 
fflipn which I am sure will be extended to me by Her Majesty’s Government. 

Upon our arrival .at the station of the junks, whiph I found ancliored in a 
'*'line a-head and close order, urt«ler rather a formidable and well-nKiimed battery, 
1 brought up abreast of them at about pistol-shot distance, and despatched 
Mr. Gutzlaff in a small boat with tw'o men* (perfectly unatmed) to the centre 
junk, taking her from her sizo aud superior equipment to bo the vessel of the 
' ' ' commanding mandarin. 

Ho carried in his hand the papers marked No. 1 and No. 2, and the paper 
marked No. 3 are his notes of what took place. 

After five or ^x hours of delay and irritating evasiqn, I sent a boat on shore^to 
a distant part of the bay with money to purchase^ supplies, which the people suc- 
ceeded in doing, and wore on the point of bridging away, when some mandarin 
runners approached, and obliged the natives to't^o. back their provisions. 

They retuinPd 'to me tliis ioty|^nce, andyjgreatly provoked, I opened 
fire from the pinnae^ the cuttet, and m|^her Vessel, upon the three junks. It 
was answered botii Aom them, and the^M^rjr, with a spirit not at all unexpected’ 
by me, for 1 have alpeatly had ezperiim'l^hat the Chinese are much under-rated 
- in that respect. After a fire of .almost balf-an-hour against this. jr^stly suj^rioiF 
f^e, we bahjM bfif fimm the ammunition; said^ 



447 


anticipating no serious results, we hari not comei in' prepitfed: for them. It was 
evident, however, that the junks had suffered considerably, and a!ft<*r a delay of, 
about three-quarters of an hour, they weighed and ,made sail from untlor the 
protection of the battery, with the obvious purpose of making tlioir escape 
th^^ugh an adjacent outlet. By this ti>no we had made cartridge's, and vt'ero in a 
state to renew the action, and, .as Captain Smith' had proceeded out to bring in 
Her Majesty’s ship, and wislicd the vessels to bo prevented from escaping, I boro 
up aticj engaged them again, and succeeded in beating lliem back to their former 
position; Irf this affair, as in the preceding, 1 was very gafianlly supported by 
Mr. Roddie, the cominauder of the Pearl ; but the suj>eTior sailing of the cutter, 
cast the task of sending hack these three vessels ujioii tliat vessel ; and I can 
have no doubt that the imprcssion, that such a foi-ce was more than enough to 
oop'b'with three of tlieir war-junks, will indi 8 pos<j the CJoiiomissioncr to revert to 
his menaiicd measures of attack against this fleet. By this time the evening was 
closing in, and we returned to join the Volttge and the boats from the fleet, tlum 
entering the bay for our stipport. lluring the night 1 conferre<l with Captain 
Smith, and he hcceded to vif recommendation, not lo proceed iti the morning 
and destroy the throe junks ; and above all, T)ot to land men for the ]>ur|)oso of 
attack upon the battery, a measure that would probably load to the destruction of 
the’neiglibouring village, and great injury and irritation of the inhabitants. If 
her services ha<l been required for onr support agiun.st a state of actual attack, 
such considerations could not have prevailed: but it did not appear to me to bo 
judicious, or, iude(Ml, boooining, to roconimciid the cmployjneut of Tier Majesty’s 
sliip in the destruction of throe junks, already most ollectually chocked ))y my 
own small vessel, with the assistance of another scarcely larger. There had been 
no act of aggression against Her Majesty’s sliij>, and her active interfereuee was 
unnecessary for the support of the honour of the flag. 

, The iin])ressien that, this heavy force was not t«» be lightly used, and that 
there vtas no disjjosition to protract hostile nieasuri's, w<ml(l be salutary; indeed 
in every respect it scorned to me to be our duty to confine her services to defence 
against attack, agn‘oably to the Commaudev-i«-Chiefs orders to himself,- and 
<l(‘spatcU to me. Concurring in this reasoning, ho has returned this morning to 
bis fonner anchorage at Hong;Kong, for the pui7>ose of continuing our oi'ganiKa- 
tion of defence against the attacks of the Commissioner, so long threatened, but 
wliich I trust and believe the presence of Her Majesty’s shij> will avert. The 
only casualty 1 have to report on this occasion, is a flesh M'onnd in the arm to' 
Captain Douglas, of the ship Cambridge, iii a gallant attempt to carry one oi‘ the 
junks at the close of the day ; and two of his boat’s crew also wounded rather 
more severely. I am greatly indebted to this gentleman for his public spirit in 
purchasing, at his own charge, at Singapoie, on his w'ay up, twenty-two 18 Ib. 
gun.s, (hearing of our desperate couditkni at Canton). And 1 have no doubt that 
the sight of this imposing vessel, manned with a strong crew of Europeans, has 
discouraged attempts upon this fleet for the last two months. I should hope 
that Her Majesty’s Government will Ij*) pleased to pay tlie expenses of this ship * 
during the time he has performed these very valuable services in the absence 
any sbii» of \var, and reimburse him for tlie expense of the guns, and «)therwi80'j 
rew'ard him as may seem right to your Lordship. Meritorious public impulses 
and pecuniary risks of^this description will not be lost upon the. Queen’s Govern- 
ment. And the shif is still perfonliing the useful service of guarding one of the 
entrances into this harbour, against the fire rafts, and war-junks, with which wc 
are menaced. 

The Inclosure, No. 4, is a paper I have circulated on shore since the affair* 
of yesterday. v, * 

, , I have, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT, 

* Ckkf Svperintmdent 


P. S; I take this occi^pji id imlose the eopy.of a remonstraned I placed id 
the hands of tho official pilot, a'few. days since, (for transmission to the Koudi 
Min Foo), when he brought me a proclamation from the Commissioner and 
Governor, wlueh 1 declined to receive upon the grounds stated to your Lordship 
in otHer. 


''h'P 


(Signed) 


CHARLES ELLIOT. 
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laclo^tirc 1 in No. 157 

Notice to the Chinese People against Poispning the. Banter. 

Hong-Kong , Sept. 2, 1839. 

A PLACARDi said to lie posted on shore at Hong-Kong, to tlie tbyowing 
effect, has this day Tieeo exhibited to Elliot, t^he English Superinterfddiit : — 

“ Poison has been put into this water, which will destroy the bowels if it 
be drank. Let none of opr peojdc take it to' drink.” 

He knows that the higher otricefs are' incapable of issuing .such shameful 
papers, and that they are the v{jork of low and designing men. 

Elliot now exhorts all the good and peaceable natives of the neighbourhood 
not to lend themselves to such pi actfces, so sure to ilraw down the just wrath 
of the great Emperor, and to lead to conflict with the foreign men. 

Here are several thousands of persons who h5Vc done no eVil, but who,, on 
the contrary, venerate the Emperor, and know that these troubles have arisen 
because his gracious commands have been violated, and because the truth is 
concealed from him. These men have arms iu their hands, and is it reasonable 
to suppose they will suffer themselves to be starved to death <p)d iioisoued ? 
These are vain and foolish thoughts. 

Elliot has strictly commanded all the men of his nation to treat the natives 
of the land with justice and kindness, and to pay faithfully for all that is sup- 

S lied. .So long as the provision.s and water ar6 furnisiicd without difficulty, 
illiot will be respousible for tlic preservation of tlie peace. If they are stopped, 
Elliot knows that there will be conflict, and the blame will fall upon the heads 
of those by whom these troiibles liavc been incite'd. i 

If any injury be done to Ihb unoffending natives by the men of the. English 
nation let them prefer their complaints, and they shall ho redressed, 

"Whilst the people are commanded to poison the water, for the cruel 
destruction of the men, of the English nation, these English foreigners are 
risking their own lives, and freely using their own means, to save jihd succour 
the people of the land. On the .30th day of last month, thirty Cliincsc, 
belonging to Chaouchow, in this province, vfere landed from the English vessel 
Manly, having been saved from shipwreck, near the coast of Manila, about one 
month since. The men of the English nation consider it an act of sacred duty 
to assist the natives of the land in distress; and, since Elliot has been in the 
country, sev'cral hundreds have been saved from shipwreck, and restored to their 
fathers and the care of their families, by the kindness of the English people. 

Is it a suitable return to deprive them of supplies of food, and to poison 
the water which they are accustomed to drink ? 

Eor the sake of peace, Elliot writes these words. 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 157. ‘ . 

Captain Elliot to the Officers at Koto Jjune. 

t . ,Kow Lune, September 4, 1839. 

HERE are several thousands of men of the English nation deprived oi 
re^lar supplies of food ; and assuredly if this state of things subsists, there 
will be frequent conflicts*/ And the. .Honourable .'Officers will be responsible for 
the consequencfs. • ' ... i:’ j-. ■ 

These'are the words of peace and justice. - „ • 

^ (Signed)^ CHAEUIS ELLIOT. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 1 57. 

• Minute of Conversations held 5y Mr. Gutslaff with <eome Mandarins at the 

Anchorage of Kowlune. , 

, , September A ^ 1S3!). 

WHEN coming alongside the first junk in a two-oared gig, the soldiers put 
forth their, bparding pikes; on ^suring them, however, that 1 was unarmed, 
and had copie alone, for peaceful purjposes, they were ashamed of their untimely 

* show of resistance. After some .desti^tory conversation, tlicy told me that there 
was no officer on hoard; ,the spokesman, however, though dressed in the 
cbmjnon garb of the people, aippeared to me us a naval officer. He informed 
me, that no public documents could be received and forwarded by the junks, 
but if I had to communicate anything vcrbglly, he should be too happy to listen 
to my request. I then stated the reason ot our coming, and showed him the 

• necessity of our procuring supplies of provisions, since iit was impossible that 
such a large fleet could subsist without them. lie received the paper containing 
an enumeration of our grievances, and read it very attentively, but said timt he 
was unable to act on his own responsibility and permit the people tt) come ofl’, 
but he was perfectly willing to report the matter to his superiors. I luniod then 
to the crew, and asked thorn, saying, “ Suppose you were without (bod for any 
length of lime, and debarred from buying it, would you wait until tlic case was 
transmitted to the higher authorities, or procure for youi'seif the same by every 

•means in your power ?” Thc_\; ail c.vclaimed, “Certainly nobody will like to 
starve, and necessity has no law.” They directed me, Ii[o\vevci\ to the other 
junk, where a low naval officer was said to reside. There I repeated my former 
arguments, with nearly the same result, of convincing them of the necessity of 
permitting the ])coi)le to cohio off and sell provisions. 

In this manner 1 went repeatedly backward and forward, repeating the 
tenor of our conversation to (.'aptaiu Elliot. I aUo took two hundred dollars 
with me, assuring tliom that wc could not leave the place until wc had obtaincil 
supplies. The soldiers soon afterwards went off in a boat, to consult with the 
officer in the acljuiient fort, and promised to tell us his opinion. It iheJi 
appeared that tiothing could be done, unless the matter were duly reported to 
the deputy of the Coumiissioiicr, who resides in the neighbourhood, and leave 
obtained from the Plcni])otentiary himself. Having handed in to them a paper 
dictated by Captain Elliot, I most solemnly declared verbally, that all the mis- 
chief arising from their not permitting the people to come off' to our ships would 
recoil on themselves, arid besought them not to carry things to e.vtremilics, as 
the most disastrous consequences would ftaturally I'pUow. At their rc<piest, I 
wrote also a list of the articles wanted’; but was told that they could not be pro- 
cured: something, however, would be made a present to us, to .sati.sly our 
immediate necessities, for which, howcvei-, no payment could be received. This 
was a mere mauamvre to gain time for manniug the fort, whither numbers 
crowded. After the most ])athetic appeal to their feelings, and having described 
the disasters which certaiilly would ensue from their obstinacy, I lell. them, and 
retuiticd on hoard the cutter, — having thus repe.atedly besouglit tliem to ])rcvcnt, 
by timely yielding, Iqss of life, ami all the concomitant feelings of men made 
desperate hv hunger. 

(Signed) CHAHIJiS GUTZLAFF. 

, Joint Interpreter. 


^ Incl6sure '4 in No.'157. ' ' ' 

• ■ ffotice to the Chinese Peopte ^igiirding' the peacefulness of our objects. 


'V \ - 


S^ptemher 5, 1839. 

THE uieii pf the English natidti desire'tiothiug but peace ; but they caunot 
submit to be poisoned and starved. The Imperial cmizers they have no wish to 
molest «or impede’; but they must not prevent the people from selling. To 
deprive men offomi^is the act only of the unfoiendly and hostile. 

' 'S.:M 
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' Int^losnre 5 m N6< Kl 7i> 

" ^ r ‘ ’ 

Qtpt., Elliot to the' Imperial ComirmsioniO'. and Governor of Canton, ^ 

Hong-kong, , September 2, 1859., 

IS it consistent with peace, or with the dignity of the empire, to drive forth 
from their houses, svid. to deprive of supplies of food, and of attendjanFC, women 
in the pains of child-birth, sick persons, and young children, upon the pretext 
that Elliot does not deliver Up a man to be killed, although he has solemnly and 
repeatedly declared that he has strictly investigated debording- to the laws of his 
country, and that he is miable to discover who the guilty man is; and although 
it is most certain that the seamen of American ships Were on shore, and engaged 
in the riot which led to this disaster.^ Is it desired that Elliot should deliver 
up any miUi indiscriminately, and involve the higher officers, as well as himself, 
in the guilt of murdering an innocent man ? .. , 

Again Elliot askS, — Is it consistent with peace, or with the dignity of the 
empire, f(jr the High Commissioner to encourage the natives of the land to acts 
of the worst description of violence against the men of his nation ? 

On the IGth day of the .moon, native boats, which there is every reason to 
believe had mandarins on board, (for Elliot is in possession of a cap Idfl there, 
such as is usually worn by native soldiers,) suddenly attacked a small English 
passage-boat, off the south- west end of Lnntao, plundered her of much valuable 
property, caused six of the crew to lose their lives by drowning, attempted to 
blow up. the vessel, and cruelly wounded and disfigured an English gentleman, 
by cutting off*oue of his ears, and stabbing him in thirty places. 

At llong-koog Elliot finds that the water has been poisoned; and though 
ho knows the Commissioner never could have given an order so sure to draw 
down upon his head llu; terrible wrath of Heaven, and of the Emperor, still it is 
. to be believed that the water would not have been poisoned, or the boat attacked, 
unless the Commissioner had incited the natives to acts ol’ violence against the 
people of the English nation by nutrue and inflammatory proclamations on the 
walls of Macao. 

. Elliot, who is an humble foreign officer, has done far more in fulfilment of 
of the jast Imperial will, for the suppression of the traffic in opium., than the 
High Commissioner, and is ready still farther to manifest his sincere earnestness 
by separating the lawful from the lawless trade. But when be offered to do so, 
the Commissioner refused to receive his sealed addresses iu the manner agreed 
upon between the Governor of these provinces and himself on the 25th of 
April, 1837. , 

'riius the first interruption of the ' comm unicatioti is attributable to the 
, Commissioner, and its continued interruption arises from Elliot’s determination 
to receive no papers whilst the walls of Macao are covered witl). unjust and 
■ inflammatory proclamations against him and* all the men of the nation,, and 
wliilst his countrymen arc deprived of their servants and supplies of food. 

Let these things be adjusted, and Elliot is reidy immediately to open 
honourable and friendly communication with the officers, and use his. sincerest 
efforts to settle all things according to the principles of reason and justice, upoit 
the basis of effectually separating the lawful trade from the unlawful, and of 
securing the faithful payment of the Imperial duties by the British ships. , 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


My Lord, 

IN protecrio 
seriously mjured. 
.f^eir constrained 


No. 158. t • . 

Captain Elliot'to ViscourU Palmerston, ^ ... 

8h^ WillU^, Ho^Kimgi^^^iptmkfr 8, 1639. 
^sk , txaders in CUtim, (wlic^i intera^ vrould ha 
.thk avail tb^sdvea of 
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* 

by tnansshipment from American into British bottoms t>ut^de the port of Canton, 
and other indirect means,) I' humbly hoj^e her' Majesty’s Government will tdee 
jBuch steps as may be necessary to prevent the er^trance of cargoes of China 

i roduce into tlie United Kingdom^ii tlie manifests shall not be signed by me, till 
lespatches shall be received from here, announcing the opening of thd tradc on 
some such footing ^ will put it in the power of British merchants to carry on 
British business. , 

Vovir ;Lordfihip will permit me to remind you that these' persons arc 
abiding ,at Canton, at the. formal sacrifice of most , Important principles 
of policyi which Her Majesty’s, , their own, and all the Western Governments 
hitherto firmly repudiated in the intercourse with China; neither can there 
b§ any doubt that the Trade would long since have been temporarily re- 
established on some safe and respectable footing if they had left Canton 
with us, as they ought to have done. They were the more called upon to 
pursue this, course because it was entirdly owing to rny deeply responsible and 
active interference in their behalf that the Americans were saved from an 
exceedingly critical dilemma during our late imprisonment at ('antou. Ju our 
common difficulties I felt it my duty to act for them as beneficially as I possibly 
CQuld, not only because of the friendship between Her Majesty’s and the Auiericaii 
Governments, but because I know that union amongst i'oreiguers for all honour- 
able objects, is the best defence against the eucroacliing spirit of tlie Chinese 
authorities- It was not till the Commissioner received a certificate under my 
hand, that the declaration of thew\incrican Consul was faithful, tliat he ceased 
his persecutions upon them ; and I scdulouf^ly endeavoured to avert other 
most perplexing consequences from falling upon them, to the considenible 
aggravation of my own j’esponsibilities and anxieties, 'riieir submission to 
the inadmissible pretensions of this Go\crnnieut and to the practu-al reduc- 
tion of tile foreigners at (Canton almost to the condition of the Dutch at Japan, 
is excessively inconvenient ;t<) the interests of the Western Nations holding 
intercourse with China. 

1 would respectfully suggest the cx]>ediency of a representation to the 
American ■ Government conceruiug proceedings, for wbicli their citizens here 
have never pretended to put forward any other excuse, than the perlectly un- 
founded and unbecoming declaration, that they have nothing to expect from the 
protection of their own Government, and must therej'ore look to their immediate 
interests at the sacrifice of all. general considerations. 

The critical struggle witli the Chinese Government respecting the afi'air of 
the 7th July, could never have assumed its present most serious aspect, if the 
Americans had • admitted the unquestionable truth ol' my representation, 
that their citizens were engagedi .iu the afi'ray, that it was impossible to say 
whether the oft’endcr was American or British, and that they never could consent 
to the dtdivcriiig up of a man to, the Chinese Government in satisfaction of a 
homicide brought home, against no foreign individual. Adherence to this jirinci- 
plcis as necessary to them as’to us, and their direct connexion with the riot pf 
fhp 7tli July, casl.upou them the duty of asserting it on this occasion; 

• , I have, &c., 'J: 

CHARLES ELLIOT, • 

• ^ • . Chief Superintendent, 

P.S. i take this occasion to inclose a Memorial signed by all the British 
firms, which has this day been submitted to me for transmission to your 
Lordship. 

CHARLES ELLIOT. 


PUBLIC NOTICE. 

^acao,* Julj/ '29, 1839.. 

• ■ ISfOTICE b hereby -given,, That the Chief Suj>erintendent has moved Her 
Majcsty^*B and the^^ Indian Governments, to forbid the entrance of Tea 

‘Utedbt^r.Pjpfiuce from this Cotmt^ imported in. British Vesselsentering the 
= in violatiph, of his lawful injunctions, to, the serious injury of. 

measdi^ea tdlibn for the general security of this Trade. And the Chief Superin- 

. .3 m 2 - ■ : • 
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V ii ' * ' 

tendent has further to give Notice, that he has also moved Her Majestyfs and 
the f3rUi6h Indian GoV^mehfs; tb,'fothi<l^ th? entrance of! cargoes from this 
Country (lill the Port of Csj,ht6n be declared* satb for British Irade under his 
hand and seal), except theirmanifests be duly signed in his presence. ^ 

By Order of the Chief Superintendent. 

(Signed) : EDWARD ELMSLIE, 
Secretary and Treasurer, to the Superiiitendents, 

Inclosure in No, 158. 

Meoional of British Merchants resident in China to Viscount Palmerston. <. 

My Lord, Hong Kong Bay^ September 7, 1839. 

WE, tlie undersigned Briti.sh Merchants, lately residing at Canton, several 
.of whom had (he Jiononr of addressing your Lo^ship on the* 23rd of May 
last, on the subject of the outrageous proceedings of the Chinese Govern- 
ment ill Marc'h last, arc oucc more conijiclled respectfully, but most earnestly, 
to address your Lordship, in consequence of having been again subjected to 
further acts of arbitrary violence from the same source. 

On completion of the surrender of the Opium by Her Majesty’s Superin- 
tendent to the Imperial Cbmmi.ssioner, on behalf of Her Majesty’s Government, 
(particulars of which have been laid before your Lordsliip,) your memorialists 
retired from Canton to Macao, in oliedieuce to the injunction.^ of Her Majesty’s 
Superintendent, in the hope of being allowed to remain peaceably in that 
settlement, until otherwise arranged by the authority of Her jVlajesty’s Go- 
vernment. 

After a residence of three Inonths in Macao, your memorialists have been 
compelled suddenly to abandon that settlement, dsnd .seek refuge on board their 
ships, in consequence of menacing preparations of the Imperial Coinnussioner, 
and Edicts ordering the departure of British subjects, on pain of severe punish- 
ment ; at the same time holding us responsible with our lives for the surrender 
of an individual tO'StifFer death, in satisfaction of the alleged murder of a native 
in an accidental affray with some British and American seamen, a few weeks 
since, at the anchorage of Hong Kong. 

Her Majesty’s Superintendent has been unable, after a careful investigation 
according to the forms of British law, to fix such charge of murder on any 
Britisli. subject, - 

Without any charge whatever against your Memorialists, individually or 
collectively, from the High Commissioner,' in connexion with the ostensible 
cause of our actual expulsion from Macao, we‘ were first deprived of our servants 
and supplies of food, and then compelled to abandon our dwellings, without 
previous preparation, and in the possession of means barely adequate for the 
removal of our books, papers, and articles of immediate use and necessity, 

. • under circumstances involving much cruel privation to families and invalids. 

The Governor of Macao was pleased- to express his anxiety to aflbrd all aid 
in his power to the British community ; but Jlis Excellency did not attempt to 
conceal from your Memorialists the fact of Kis real inability t© ^ve them efficient 
protection ; and they quitted that Settlement under a perfect conviction that 
such a course was imperatively necessary for the general safety. 

Your Memorialists further beg leave to call to your Lordship’s serious 
notice, a case o,f aggravated outrage, committed by some Chinese boi^. full of 
armed men, and bearing the flags of Mandarins, upon a British-owned passag^e 
boat, containing seven Lascars and an English Tiader.lth^ in the act of remo- 
ving with his pcmonal effects from Macao to Hcn'g Kong^; whom they cruelly 
mutilated; and after murderingfeMe, of the Lascarsi and. robbing the vessel of 
much valuable property, set o^M^and' then, abandoned it; an event, which 
although your ^morialistis wPm t consider it to .liave been committed with the 
knowledge of the Imperiai j^ mw niBsidfter. yet they, can entertain little doubt 
that it is mainly attributabfeg^Me highly menacing charac<;c)r of soine. ofhis late 
Edicts, and.tohis generally^^^Sil^ot.be^mg towards fpreigners, and espeCihUy 
the British: thus inducin^*^^^i)iferior. officers tdj. oonceiye that any, i^cts of 
;^^i|#iii^; 9 utrage, might bep^l^ted with impimUy<.’ ^ 
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^ In the forrttep Memorial, an opiuioh exp^^^d,, the violehl; 

aqts of the High Cpmmji^sioper ih March last, IJritiah Hubjecta. to 

Canton would he alikO ilangerous to thcmsclvesi to *1111?.. property of their con- 
stituents, and d:er(>i;atory to tliehoiiour of Ih^r country, until such time as the 
power of the British Government might convince the Chinese* authorities that 
such Outrages would not be endui^eU. . ,, 

And it wa^ -farther Tstated that such powerful interference could alone 
prevefit the iflJcurrence of similariaor more-violcnt proceedings. Your Memori- 
alists may respectfully refer yonr Lor^hip to the facts now detailed, in illustra- 
tion of the jus’ ice of that opinion. 

It appears unnecessary to add, that the circumstance of the British being 
outside the Port, instead of in Canton, has merely changed the scene, not the 
nature, of the Commissioner’s persecutions; there being every reason to believe 
that had we remained in Canton, the pl'audbywhich the Commissioner succeeded 
in extorting property to the value of between two and three millions sterling, 
would again have been rcsortcfl to, for the purpose of endeavouring to enforce 
the surrender of an innoc'ent man for capital punishment. 

■' ’ We havej &c.. 

Dent and Co. Macvicar and Co, 

Bell and Co, ' VaniEllott. 

D. M. llusTOMJEE arid Co. Jaudine, Matueson and Co. ■ 

Fox, Uawson and Co. ^ ' Bomanjer Maneckjeb, 


Lindsay and Co; Fiiamjbg Jamsetjee, . . 

Dihom and Co. * Cawasjee Suapoorjee Tabac, 

Gkibulk, lIuoiiEs andCo. l’.pro.JAMiESON&II()W.,WAi.ALMACX.- 

Robt. Wise, Holliday arid Co. Burjonjek Sobabjek, 

Eolinton Maitlanj), Hohmajee Fuamjbe, 

W. & T. Gdnnkll and Co. CowAsijEii Safooiukev 

ToRNEuandCo. ■ Buujonjee Manockjee, . 

Cox and Anoekson, Nes.sewanjee Buivanjeb, 

A. &D..FuunooNJEE, '■ Pestonjee Cawasjee, 

G. Hbriti, i Cawasjee Pallanjee. 
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Captain Wiot to VUiacmit Talmerslmh — {Jlecehed Fabruaty 1, 1840.^ 

JShip ForjL.WiBifljn,' 

Ji8(Iyljord, * Ifony Fmy, SiptM 

ON tlie ev€liittg,of tho day tliat I, closed roy last despatch (8th instant,) ' 
Mr. MacDoii^d,.«)a8tor of the British atmeci schooner F^che, at present taken up 
for tho service of -Her Mugesty’s Oovermnent, very imprudently left the harbour 
•without ordcfTS, in#, boat belonging to tlm sliip Myr^ Diram, taking with him 
fifteen- people td^reebnpoitre a passs^^o in the inimediate •ndnity of this anchor*, 
age, sUid to be occupied by a force oi war junks. 

'11)6, ahscnce of iljd boat was unacconi)tably.pnd culpably ^ever reported to • 
Captain’ Smith or inyself^ tuid wo neither of us knew she had left the fleet till the 
evening -Of the n^t day' (the 9th). 

Casting atte|itinn;iipon the actual state of aflhirs, yojir. Lordship will conceive 
the intense anxiety this circumstance occasioned' us. No time lost in 
deSjMitehiug vess^a in the direction in which the boat had proceeded, .y»'))der the 
(^mmand of tho hflloers of the Volume, with an iiiterpretcr ; rewards were ottered 
to the, natives for'iufpraiation, and every eiiwt Avas made to ascertain her fate. 

.The search* however, was attended with no tiiber than a variety of rep<uts,» 
leading tf> the conclusion that she had been cut olll and that the Europeans were 
■ either "killed, 'or .taken, up to the Bocca Tigris. This state of excessive disquie- 
tude aiuVnhcortainty harassed us tiM the evening of the lOtli instant, and then 
in thh full perSpasion tbat'slio had been out' ofti r feft it- became me to vocom- 
mend ’tibe mOst iirgent measni'O in my power, ctiloujatcd to convince this Govern- 
ment that the ■further detention or injury of Ildi^iVtajcsty’s subjects under such 
cirq.umstanceftj.'was tin act of war aj^inst Her Majesty. , 

v;;!, .thel'ef^ ‘.addressed the accompanying killer -to CjqVtain' Bmith of the 

and 5 are that •officer’s reply, and his notice of 
Woek'ade. ^ , 

Oli the.’tSth' ive proceeded to Macao in Her Majesty’s ship, personally to 
coh«nmii^t(v with the governor coucci’ning -the situation of Her M.njesty’s sub- 
jects, on , board this fleet, and to proceed, if needft)}, to the Bocca Tigris. Wc had 
scat^oly tellf’lhis harbour when wo fell in with an 'English ship coming over from., 
idacao, corpinunicatlng the uncxj)ected and welcome Information that Mr. Mac- 
Donald and all his people were safe on .liJ^rd. - 

It appeared that li strong adverse tide%ad caught him in the narrow passage. , 
Ho .prbpo^ to explbrci' and having observed a cousidWahle force iti his rear, he' 
judg^ i^ pmd^ntitb push on through the other outlet, . and fortunately succeeded 
in jtnahlng his 'ivay to Macao witKoht. molestation.' There were no sails or pro- ' 
visions in the boat,; and the exhaustejtl. condition of . the people accounts for ^thc 
length of that had left us without hope that ho could have proceeded 

toMaCao,’. 

l.nbed hardly .say, ray Lord, that' tho measure of u.|dockade nevef .Tcould have 
presented itj^lf either to' Captain SiBlfh'^ontnysqflfe except under a convifction that 
• certain of Her Allajesty’s sul^ccts wcre.^#ctu{vlly in,,?the hands of the Govemnient. 
Tim other circumstanw^V’^^adyciied 'to in tlfe '^notice wore indeed in a strong 
degree ju^iflcRtory of it, but it was occti aipj^j ^ qnti rely by the fact df Mr. Mac- 
■ ^cBea^ #nd lilie .mft)i;in^|^n.d/hoUbf tbsjit. he ,^d)the other 

' Europe^ ha<l fallen into 'the hatids ol^^^pl^^autlji.dritiesi . , ■>/. .' 

:I aft) perfectly sen^ble your^|jqi;iMPbbb ebuh'ten^ee measures' of, - 
^ such #■ opoiHhe j^.un'd firm belief 

„■ th.at,. ijiie‘,j,ives pf«’I.Ier.,]lfft|eBfcy^' - ‘^kpight-" 

that t y^^Jui^i%d irf recpq|me h^itg ‘ iiB^^Sttte’ of a pu hi i c and 

.hafiopal ehameter hr OUr liowier. vr»ia gPyotModkiflg%^ gehetal ag)>wt 

; ^ circuittstoiiv^i It capi m ,uo 

•Vhbt: althHilrtgl iippiijij0t.-^Pi0^ 
r ^^'011 thb .Goyeriitf^h 1^ the 


unp|j^surp^ji«ef^^at^Jk'0^^)pv,Noc. venture tpipayse; 

o| nobbing 
-in^ud ipVabt^ 
wiiK^ it. 
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is pltmk ta me that the peace of this^ pcttviaco cannot be i^oreed;, or the paWie 
emm’gencies met. * 

In the altered state of circumstances ' of these people’s safety, however. 
Captain Smith concurred with, me, that we were called upon t(S refrain from any 
measures of an active nature, and with this impression, he issued tlie accom- 
panying notice. . 

1 avail myself of this occasion to afford your Lordship the, srftisfactory infor- 
mation that the earnestness of my dis|)ositiui)s concerning the :^gular supply of 
provisipns, raimifOsted by the affair at Kow Lune, has had the effect of relaxing 
all rigour on that important point. The natives are no longer impeded in tho 
abundant supply of the ships, .at little above the usual rates, and' the notices 
with respect to the poisoning of the water have been r'inoved. 

But, my Lord, that, and an event to be reported in anothei* dospatolr, have, 
I cdrfnot doubt, mainly contributed to induce the soIkt train of reflection in the 
mind of the Commissioner, which enables mc*to hold out tb jlcr Majesty’s 
Government tho hope, that we are upon eve t)f some satisfimtory temporary 
solution of actual difficulties. 

■ ’ (Sigucil) Clf MILKS ISLUOT, 

.Chiitf Superintendent. 


Inelosurc I in No. 1 59. . 

>• 

Captrni Elliot to Captain H. Smith. 

Ship Fort William, 

Sir, tiojiff Kov(j, lOlh. September', 1839. 

THE inclosed is a tvanslalion of the Proclamation by their Excellencies 
the (lovonior and the fligh Commissioner, concerning which we have heard so 
many rumours during thesc^inst few days. 

Under these manifestations of dark and undistinguishing Violence against 
all Her Majifisly’s subjects in this country .upon the most ixnjusfifiable pretexts, 
and having regard to the unexplained attack upon the passage-boat Jihtcic Joke, 
and .^he still more disastrous cutting off of the boat* of the Aliram Dirumt 1 
consider it incumbent upon myself to request you. will furtlrwitli.'declarc the Port 
and River of C’anton in a state of blockade. 

Proposing, however, to .disturb any atdually cpimnenccd umiertukings Jis 
little as may be possible, with due regard to the need of impressing upon this 
Government the gravity of the emergency, I would suggest that the notice of 
blockade should allow uuohstructeds egress to all vessels actually within the jmrt 
of Canton, or entering within one week next after the date thereof. 

The Inclosure No. 2 i^ a notice which it has seemed to me to he highly 
necessary to promulgate at this crisis, in order to leave no room for the infer- j 
ence that Her Majesty’s officers,* civil, or military, are countenancing or protcetmg-,. 
lawl«» traffic on the coasts of this Empire, . 

• I have the honour to be, &c- 

(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


hotclosuTe 2 in No. 159. 

JPtoekan^ion ca&ing on tkepfioj^ to arm themselves, to resist parties of English 
^ Imflmg on the^ Coasts* 

LIN, High Imperial and Tang,. Governor the Two 

Kwang, Ikc. A Proclamjaj^ja,'giirhig dear cc^maiids. , 

Wh^!^ itt tlicir opwrbearing . pride dnd impraett-: 

. cability, have withstood tite pi^M^tory ei/hctraeints ; those depraved individuals, 
who deal itt have^ epn^ued to. ling^ at Macao ; the empty store-ships 

wfai(^ imve wrrendered their have thus long, .remained anchored in the 

fivfxs Ibm y Slid, newly-arrifl^ iidei^Bfasuit vessd^ n^lecting to surrender what 
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opium they h|jw,%)Vjght, have cojleJl^^ together at Hong-Kong and the neigh- 
hourhood, is^^l^^‘'>^ii[tering Whan^aOi^^or yet sailing hack again, whereby 
wcasion wais.^y^iijk a dwinken! bi»wl/to cause the death of Lin Wi^-hee, one 
of the pgopte^of the EmpireY a^livhcjreas we, the Commissioner and the 
Governor, having reiteratemj? i^j^d commands to the l^npcrintendeiit Elliot, 
justly to investigate and take plrbi^edihgs therein, r he has still withstpod us, haS 
not receiTOd our hommands, an^^as sheltered and failed to deliver up the mur- 
derer, (acta of contumacy and" stiff-necked presumption, such as cannot he 
surpassed). Tliei^htbrc, we, the Commissioner and the Governor^iave given 
stnet commands to the local officers, cml and military, :at every point/ by land 
and by water, faithfully to intercept and wholly to cut off from^ the: English all 
supplies, that they may be made to fear and to pay the tribute of fealty. 

VV"e now find, that th^c, English foreigners, though' they have one. and all 
left Macao, liave yet gone to reside on board the foreign ships, at„Uong.Koii^; 
and it is to he apprehended, ^at,*in the extremity of. their embarrassment, some 
may land at the outer villages and hauflets along the coast, forcibly to imvchase 
provisions, or plunder the inhabitants. Against chances of this nature, it is 
most necessary to take, all precautionary and preventive measures. ‘ 

h'or this reason we make proclamation to all the gentry and cWots, the 
shopkeepers, and inhaliitahts of the outer villages and haiiilets along the coast, 
for their full information. Pay you all immediate obedience hereto'; assemble 
yourselves together for consultation; purchase arms and weapons i join tc^ether 
the stoutest, of your, villagers; and thus be prepared to defend yourselves. If 
any of the said Foreigners be found goiug^on shore to cause trouble, all 
and every of the people are porinitted to tire upon them, to withstand and drive 
them back, or to make. prisoners of them. They assuredly will never be able, 
few in number, to oppose the many. , Even when they land to take water from 
the springs, stop their progress, and let Uieninot have it i» their power to drink. 
But so long as the said foreigners do not go on shoi'e, ypu must not presume to 
go in lioats near to their yeasel, • causing in otto ways disturbances that will 
surely dmw ,on yoU;^rcverc investigations. 

TadukWaiig, IDth year, 7th indhth, 23rd day (31st August. 1839). 

(True Translation.) . 

(Signed) J. Robt. Mobrison, 

Chiijfise ^tcretffry and’ Interpreter. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 159. 

genbAal memorandum. 

7h G()Mnuip^^s of all JBrtiish Vessels^ and others Her Hujesty’s , Subjects. 

Ship. Tort William, 

.. ..,vu. i. Hony-Kong, September l\, 18^9. 

pretexts put forwai-d by the Commissioner, for the vindi- 
hjb injures of dark and uudistinguishiug violence against alh Her 
Maj^ty’'s subjects in China, men, women, and children, is the declaraticmvthat 

finine of f nrifiinllir ontynom/l in fl'm ill-iolf -'i.- 4.U.:- 


room for. the inference that Her Majesty’s flag is flymgirhero in, the countenance 
or prot«:rtion of persons engaged in. n trade deiciIwM :to he’ lawless by the 
, GbVerflraent of this country, (to the gi eat aggravaticlttoif the risks oP< the ships 
detained till the Ihwful trade can be conducted on. ii sde and honourable Rioting,) 
ha&iihw to require all c^imaudcrs of diips notilmv^ng opium on hoard, to repam 
to this vess^' within.. the n^t 48 houj^^and make' oith^i ' 


' the Chief Supei^ 
traffic oi opium/j^otffd immediatel)? frhih this hdrBour a^ iSo^St. 

% order pir tfiig CKii| Superintend^t: . ' r , 
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Xnclo8ure4inNo. 159. 

. Captain Smith to Captain Elliot; 

Sir, * ' Her Majesty*s SUp Volage, Hojijr Kpng^^September 11, 1839. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th 
instant, inclosing (No. 1) the Proclamation of their Excellencies the Governor 
and the High Commissioner, against the lives of Her Majesty’s subjects. 

* Taking maturely into consideration this Proclamation, together witli the 
circumstance of the cutting off of the boat of the Myram Diram, and the . inse- 
curity of the shipping here, I most fully chneur with you in seeing the necessity 
for our self-preservation, to declare immediately the port and river of Canton 
in a state of blockade, the’ notice of which I herewith transmit to you, and 
request you will make it public. “ As this anchorage is assailable from so 
many points, and as I observed to-day that more .Junks have arrived in Cow'- 
looti Bay with a considerable number of aimed men, I take the liberty of sug- 
gesting to you the propriety of causing the shipping here to be removed to the . 
anchorage below Chuenpec, as Her Majesty’s vessels will then be able, not 
only to maintain the blockade, bu''. to give the British shipping the necessary 
protection.” 

With respect to Inclosifre No. 2, I quite agree with you that at this crisis , 
it is highly necessary it should be fully understood. Her Majesty’s Oificers are 
not in any way countenancing or protecting the illegal trathc of opium on the 
coast of China. • 

1 have the honour to be, &c., 

(Signed) H. SMITH, 

Captain. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 159. 

OFFICIAL PUBLIC NOTICE. 

THE High Commissioner and the Governor of these Provinces having 
publicly forbidden the regular supplies of food to Her Majesty’s subjects; 
having commanded the people to fire upon and seize them whenever they go on 
shore to purchase provisions ; and certain of Her Majesty’s subjects having been 
actually cut off. Notice is herebj^ given that it is my intention at the requisition 
of the Chief Superintendent of the trade of British subjects in Cliina to establi.sh 
a blockade of the river aJid port of Canton : And Notice is hereby further given 
that none other than vessels actually within the port, or foreign vessels entering, 
within six days. fron\ the date hereof will be allowed free egress till the blockade 
be declared raised. 

Notice of the blockading foK» will be hereafter promulgated. 

Given under my hand on board Her Majesty’s ship Volage, at anchor in 
Hong Kong Bay, off the Port of Canton, this 11th day of Septenjber, 1839. 

« , ; (Signed) H. SMITH, 

• * , Captain of Her JSritannic Hajesty^s Ship Yolage. 


■arltf-'. 
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Inclosure 6 in No. 159. 


OFFICIAL PUBLIC NOTICE. 


THE sale ty of certain of Her Britannic Majesty’s subjects, supposed to have 
been cut off by the officers of the Chinese, Government, haying Aeeh ascer> 
tained, and negotiations being opened upon the basis of the withdrawal of tibie 
proclamations against the lives and liberty of Her said Majesty’s subjects. 

It is hereby declared that, till i'urther notice be given, (founded upon the 
result of such negotiations,) the blockade notified by -me on the 11th instant 
will not be established, and vessels cnntinuiug to enter lyill be permitted to pass, 
and unobstructed. I 

Given under niy hand on board Her Majesty’s ship Volage, at anchor 
in Hong Kong Bay, oflF the port of Canton, this, sixteenth day of September, 
1839. 


(Signed) H. SMITH, 

Captain of Her Britannic Majesty’s ship Volage. 
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No. 1. 

Captain EUht to Viscount Palmerston. — {Received MarchlZ, 1840.) 

* 

My Lord, • ilfflcao, Ocio&cr 21, 1830. 

IN my tlfspatcli pf tlie 23rd ultimo, I expressed the hope, that it 
ivould soon be in ray powef to put an end to the state of great danger and 
dilKcuIty tjien existing ; and 1 have now to report its realissation in an 
;uljusttnent, temporary, indeed, but honourable. 

The llritisli community is returning to Macao, the sliips will proceed 
immediately to discharge their cargoes, and, in all respects, there is a 
restoration of the usual ti'ajujuillity ; neither has there been any departure, 
.as your Lordship will h.'U'dly need .to he told, from the principles, that it 
was impossible for me to deliver up a. man in compensation for the native 
Lin-Weihe; or to accede to signing of a bond of consent to the trial and 
capital j)unishmeut of the Queen’s sidjjects, by Chinese forms of pro- 
ceeding. 

. The general report of these pjweedings must bo deferred till 1 am 
enabled to make it with more cohycnienec and leisure than I can do at 
present, pressed with immediate business,, and with part of my establish-., 
ment, and the . archives of mybfKce, .still embarked. But the' inclosed ' 
papers will place Iler Majesty’s Obvermnent in possession of the terms of 
the present agreemerft . ' ’ 

I have, &ic„ 

. (Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT. 


InV^dsure L in No. 4 . 

, (From the. CarifnA.Rcgfstcf of October 23, 18^.) 

THE followihg is ah ilbe^ract^ of Jtter Majesty’s Superintendent’s 
Proceeding and Correspohdenee with^ ihe High Com|nissioner and the 
Governor of Canton, to, whicliL, we aHijded io the oT yesterday; 

and the arrangements ‘betwesh'tthe Britisli merchants and the Linguists, 
.concluded at yesteirdayV meetings, ate also now published for general 
infomation.;, . ; / ” ; ? 

' Wie abstain at pre(,At fro^^otfering any remarks on these n^atters. , 



* 

Captain F^lliot having favoured two gentlemen of the Committee of * 
the British Chamber of Comm'erce with the perusal of the Documents 
connected with the Negotiations , now pending with the Chinese Govern- 
hient, with permis.si«m to mtike an Abstract of their Contents for general 
information, the following'has been drawn up ; — 

Momrandvni of Negotiations between tUe Imperial Commissioner and 

Captain Elliot. 


Pour propositions or conditions of amicable arrangement foncarded in the 
name of the Commissioner and Governor of Canton. 

f . ' » 1 

1st. CAPTAIN ELLlOT’is accused of keeping the vessels outside, 
for the purpose of smuggling; but imw appeajriug desirous of establishing 
a permanent and honourable trade; he must collect all the opium and 
deliver it uj). Jf it be still retained on board the',ships, it will only remain 
to set lire to the whole. 

2ndly. Iti.s asked, if Cantain Elliot is unable to detect tlie inurderej’ 
of Lin Weihe among the persons found guilty of riot and assault in the 
late affray, — What is to prevent their being .sent for trial by the Chinese 
oflicers, one only to be kept to answer for the crime ? 

3rdly. Thejmmediate departure of the .store ships and the rest of the 
|)i‘Oscribcd is required; and in the event of disobedience, the ships arc to 
be burnt, and the proscribed seiziid and brotigh^ to trial. 

4tltly. To the assemblage of British ship.s at Hong Kong, is attributed 
the renewal of the opium. Imflic ; the homicide of Lin Weihe; and to Cap- 
tain Elliot, the attack and ‘defeat at Cowloon. Captain Elliot has stated 
that he must wait his Sovereign’s commands. It' is inquired when the 
despalch left, and when a, reply may be cxp(?^ted ? and then a modified 
arrangement will not be difficult toaclermine upon, if Captain Elliot acts 
obediently upon each of the propositions. 


Captain Elliot in reply /o, . the cotulilions of the Commissioner and 

Oocernor of Canton. 

HAVING already taken severe measures, there ought not to be one 
2 atty of opium in the fleet; nor docs Her Majesty’.s flag fly in the protec- 
tion of a traffic declared illegal by the Emperor : and, therefore, wlumever 
a vessel is suspected of having opium on board, Captain Elliot will take 
care that the oflicers of his establislqneiit shall accompany the Cliincse’ 
officers in their search ; and that if, after strict investigation, opium shall 
be found, he will offer, .no <)bje<’tion to the seizure and confiscation of the 
cargo. Again, if the consignee .of a vesfeel profit by opium on board of 
her) and (k)es net- declare <hc same to him, that i^, may be reported, he 
will offer no appeal if the firm be expelled from the empire. He pro- 
poses that vto; separate the. lawful from the unlawful -trade, no firm snail 
be allowed to reside or trade in China, until he, Captain ‘Eiliot, shall have 
forwarded to the. high officers a dcclaration. signed by each member of it, 
solemnly declaring they have no concern, direct.^or indirect, with opium : 

, neither will they' pcrrtiit any one under their con.troul to have anything to 
do with.the drag, and that they be made aWare that detection will cause 
their, immediate expulsion. And he furthet proposes that unless the com- 
mander and consignee of every vessel, w tn^’day of arrival^ hand hi to 
him a solemn dcclaratmn*. in Chiribsa and EngUsli/that she has bi:ought 
no opium to China, -^^^none bn boai*d, neither will receive any, she shall 
not DC allowed to ti^^^ C^tain Elliot believes that this would efllctu- 
ally separate the from the jawless trade here. .With reference to 

the murder of LJn^Wl^e, Captain lElIipt assures the Coiinmissioncr ,]^at , 
every investigation w^'raade to detect the mufderer ; but thete having 
been many Americai^^nd English eailoys oh -shore, it was' itnpOssible ’ 
detect him. he propo^a that ,(i joint inyestigatioh;. be deter- 
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^ • • * * 
mined on, congenial with the eustoms of both nations:' The mont severe 

search shall be continue<l after the murderer 'of Lin Weihe, and a reward 
offered for him ; and if found, lie shall be placed oh his trial according to 
thejiawsof his own country, before the Honourable (Chinese) offeers. 

Captain Elliot thinks it right his Excellency’s wishes should be com-' 
plkvl with as regards the receiving-ships, and the proscribed, as smm as 
the first northerly wind sets in, wliich will bo in a few days; he appeals, 
however, in favour of IVIr. Donald Matheson and Mr. Henry, they not 
having been concerned in the drug. 

Captain 451liot expects the commands of his Sovereign in four months: 
and until th^jlr receipt it will be impossible for ships to proceed to Wham- 
poa. Me suggests it may be necessary to sell some of the recciving-sliips, 
several being old and unlit for .sea: and requests six days residence at 
Macfto for the proscribed, previous to their dejiarlurt^ Kcganling the 
man found drowned at Hong Kong, hcilidbelAng to a British Therii 

were no marks of violence upon him, iv)r can C.-iptain Elliot say l:c was 
concerned in ttuMleath of Lin W'eihe. 

Captain Elliot appeals to his ])ast intcreour.se with the C.-inton autho- 
rities, as affording grounds for their reposing eoululcnec in him. 


The CommiHaioner and Governor of Canton, m reply to Captain Elliot'* 

propositions. 


* 1st. PROOF has been given that there is opium in the fleet, and Captain 
Elliot is order.Ml to collect and make immediaU* delivery of it. Should any 
be stealthily removed and hereafter seized, all partie.s eoneerued shall 
suffer death, according to the new law. If opium be taken on the coast, 
tlie vessel shall be taken 'and ^Icstroyed, and her crew put to death. So. 
soon as tlie o|)iu]n now in the fleet has been delivered up, officers shall be 
sent to examine the ships. ^ A modified arrangement for carrying on 
British trade outside the Bogue may then bo made, but nqt through 
Macao. Captain Elliot is required to make known that all ve.sscls must 
obey tho new law' against dpibm, an<i that its violation is de.ath. 

2nd. The murderer of Lin Weihe must be delivered up in ton days. 
Delay may draw down measures of extermination. 

3rd. The o[)ium ships mast leave' immediately ; leave is granted to 
the proscribed to return to Macao for six days, previous to their departure; 
but other foreigners mu.st wait pe.ntling arrangemeuts before returning to 
Macao. , , 

-1th. All the (’hinesq in the, fleet arc commanded to la" given up. 

* Captain Elliot’s reply is to be sent through the . lyeun-Min-Foo. 


Macao, October 21, 1839. 

IN promulgating Ihe following arrangement,: the Chief Superinten- 
dent considers it . right to say a few words explanatory of hi.s views for 
rejecting any eonditibns ijivolving the signing of a bond of consent to the 
'trial and capital punishment of the. Queen’s subjects by Chinese officers. 

He never pretends to deny the. right of this Government to make 
what laws it secs fit; that no share of the responsibility either of their 
principle or administration shpuld be c;tst upon the Queen’$ officers and 
sul:yects, not p&rties to the bne^or thfe .other. . 

• The liability^ of , the ‘Chinese officers to irreparable error, attended 
with sacrifice of Innocent lilq,*bas,rcccntly been manifested in the Violence 
committed upon the Spanish brig Jiilbaino, uqdcr the impression that she 
was the Britialt vessel Virginia. , 

This declaration has been repeated over and over again by the 
Goyexhment; .so that the high officers of the empire arc deliberately 
sustaining. .sha,meful blunder .by shameless falsehood, or the truth cannot 
reactf thenr evea upon subjects, of this momentous nature, Either alter- 
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native furnist>es irrefrangible j'eason for resisting a bond of consent tO'the 
infliction of capital punishment by their forms of trial. 

But, again, if the. •principle be odinitted in the case of one description 
of o/ft'iico, how can it be rejected for <?rime of a graver character, and , 
notably for homicide?, 

'Wie dangerous doctrine of Chinese law, however, upon that point? or 
at least of the‘ practice in respect to foreigners, can never' be sanctioned. 

For example, in the very instance which has pressed so c*rucI1y and 
so unjustly for .the last two mouths bn the whole British* community, 
the Governor and Commissioner still demand a man; in othet words, they 
rcfpiir;' the Chief Superintendent to be guilty of the crime oi murder by 
deUveriug np a maji for execution in compensation for a murder committea 
by u |)('Tsoji t)r persons wholly unknown to him. 

The jiertinacj'ty vrith which the Chinese press for this bond, is parti- 
cularly significant, and seenis to be . ascribable to a mixture f)f motives. 

In some degree, probably, to the /sense of their own unfitness to judge 
foreigners (without their own consent), arising from utter difference • 
<jf genius, language, and customs; and it tiftiy fje from the feeling that 
the full protection of their own laws is not extended over us, to the same 
degree as it is over the native population. A stronger cause wouhl of 
course be the a})prehen8ion of consequences from foreign Governments; , 
and they are certainly right in the belief that the chance of urgent aj)pcal 
for redress would Iw slight indeed, if it were to be answered l)y the 
presentatitm of bonds of consent to sentences against ourselves, or liy the 
simple declaration that we had delivered the man. , 

In this last case, there could be nothing to^say; in the other, Chinese 
would ])roducc the record»i of the trial ; insist that they had examined 
faithfully, and decided justly ; and hand forth the bond of consent. 

The Chief Superintendent is sure ifjf will be felt by his own Govern- 
ment and country, that there can be neither safe nor honourable inter- 
course with this empire, if British oflicers anclj people concede such points 
as these. 

By order of the Chief Superintendent. 

F4DWahi> KinisniK, 
Sccretnrj/ mid Treasni'cr 

io the Hv per intend e.'nts. . 


PUBLIC NOTICE. 

• To 11<err Britannic Majesty's Subjects. 

* Macao, Ocioher 20, 1839. 

IT has luM'n agreed, between their Excclicneit's the High Commi.s- 
sioiUT and Governor upon the one sitle, and the Chief Superintendent of 
“the Trade of British Subjects upon the .other, that under existing cir- 
Cumsiances: — * . ■ 

1. The British Trade may be curried on outside the Bocca Tigris, 

without anv' Necessity, of signing the bond of consent to Chinese legisla- 
tion (to bo handed to Chinese otlicere); upon the condition that the sips 
be subjected to examination. . / 

2. That the place of resort shall be, the anchorage betw'een Anunghoy 
ami ( .'huenpeo^ 

3. It is fully understood, that the vessels, while dischargitig their 
cargoes outside the Bogue, shall pay the xneasluireiqcnt, charge in the 
same manner as if they went up tb Wnatopqitf. . The pilot’s oharg^s shall 
also be paid .'is usual. The UhguisTs fees shall Iks, paid hi -lilsa manner, 

4. The vessel^ prdcetxlirig to Anuhgboy will transpbi^ their cargoes 
by means of chop-boats, and will undergo search by tlie crf&cers. 

By order of Chief Superintendent, ,, , 

.EhwAma EtMSttfi,'' . 
jSecreiar^ ofetf 
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Minitte of^ Ifie- Commiitee. 

THE Committee of British merchants, depiited from Hong Kong, have 
thisfcclay attended A iviccting of . the Hong merchants, at the lesiden’ec of 
-Iter. Majesty’s Chief, Superintendent, to (liscuss tlie <letails oY a proposed 
plan for renewal of 'commci*c;ial intercourse. 

Conunittee have, been informed by Her .Majesty’s Chief Snperin- 
. tenant, thht tl5e (xrineiples of such proposed trade, as agreed on l>ct\vecn 
hi](^s^f and the Chinese authorities, are comprised in the accompanying 
paper," bearing his signature, and -that their opinion is desired merely as 
to the best m<MC Of carrying tlie system into o|?eration. 

They understand it to be the genevalwish of the British community, in 

• concurrence with the views of HenMajesty’s t'hief Superintendent, that, 

' if pos.siblc, ateuij>orary settlement shouKl be made for a trade outside the 

.Boguc; and that it is highly de.sirable to prevent the return of the ships to 
Whampoa, and tbe, British 'dominuniiy to Canton, until the pleasure of 
Her Majjesty’s Government be known. 

The Committee, deeply regret to say, from the tenor of their commu- 
nications with the tfong merchants, they are apprehensive that the cir- 
cumstance of one English ship, the Thomaa Coutts, Captain Warner, 
having actually proceeded inside the Bogue, in violation of the injunctions 
of Her Majesty’s Chief Superintendent, and the fact of the Captain having 
•signed the bf)nd required by the Chinese Government, may occasion 
Belays and difficulties in the proposed trade outside, which would never 
bave arisen, had. all the English remained firm, as they have hitherto done, 
in resisting the attempt made to force them into a written .acquiciscenco in 
the new laws, involving the trial of foreigners by Chinese officers, and their 
‘ -Capita) punishment, for deVdingdn opium. 

VVith these preliminary remarks, and referring again to the terms 
agreed on by Her Majesty’s Chief Supcrintemlent, the Committee subjoin 
the following memoranda .of details, suggested by themselves and the 
; Hong merchants, for the conduct of the j>r(iposed outside trade. 

1. Cluicnpec has been pro'posed jis the port of dischurgjj and loading; 
but the Committee think it j)robable some other place outside the Bogue 
may be founr) less liable 'to objection, on the ground of the strength of 

.‘winds and tide, and diffieulty as to the despatch of cargo by ehoj)-bt>ats. 

2. It is agree<l that the; cargoes be discharged and loaded, by means 
of China chop-lwabs"*, 

3. Tin; Ilong merchants propose to ch.arge for boat hire, 30 taels for 
240 bales Bengal cotton, and 50 taels for 210 bales of Bombay cotton, and 
in proportion for other gootls, according to the old tariff' for cargo from 
2nd barf. 

4. The Hong mei*ehants agree that the prwluee in boats from Canton 
to the ships, shall bo at their ri.sk, as formerly the case with the Whampoa, 
trade, and the goods jrom the ships to Canton at the risk of the 

• foreigners. 

. 5. The weight of goods to be taken I'rom the .ship’s side, as at 

Whampoa. 

6. Goods in Canton, when unsold in the hongs, to bo at the risk of 
the owners in case of accident by fire ; and the Government duty in such 

^ case to be paid by the owners. 

7. If goods remain unsold in the hongs two and a half months after 
arrival, the duty must thep be paid by the owners. 

It is suggested by. the pong merchants, to facilitate business, that 
the whole of a ship’s cargo be sent to one hong ; but the different con- 
signees may select’-their own setmrity merchant, for ^le of the property. 


* ,l! is steutioDod that only about twelve chops doilj caa be considered available for tbe outsido 
trade. , . 

t T|)is Bode of cfaargo would be as foQows compared with tho old rate charge 
for one boat . . .. . . . . . . « 15.32 , 

Oruy 3 bo^eun^g 240 bales, Bengal cotton . . > 45.66 

Present charge 50 tada .• . . . , ,. 69.43 .- " ' . 
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A0DITIONAL MKMORANDA. ^ 

1. IT wds stated by the Iloii'g merchants that temporary warehouses, 
or store shii>s, atChuonj>cc, or other port of discharge, could not be allowed. 

2. It was stated that the Mandarins would object to vessels, wjien dis- • 
charged, taking s4onc ballast at Chuenpee ; but this, it hasbStni represented, 
woxjlfl prevent the ships fully unloading; which fact the Hong merchants 
promise to represent to the Mandarins. 

3. The llong merchants state that no unnecessary difficulties will be 

made in the exai|iination of cargo; and it was further stated that no*<fbjet:- 
tiuu will arise to the contuAied stay of anyshi}) br ships, while their busi- 
ness is unfinished*. » . 

4. It was mentioned by the Hong merchants, that the arrangement, 
for a temporary trade outside is intended td apply only to the ships now 
actually here ; not to those which may hereafter arrive : but the Clommittee 
conceive that the' principle should apply to any vessels arriving prior to 
the receipt of instructions from the British Government, At the sametitoe, 
they do not consider it expedient to embarrass the question by agitating 
it at the present moment ; leaAong the matter for after negotiation, should 
the proposed plan be found to operate satisfactorily. 

The Committee further understood from Her Majesty’s Chief Superin-* 
tendent, that on the arrangement for a recognb-ed outside trade being com-* 
pleted, the injunctions against sending British property to Canton (not 
ships) will be withdrawn ; and. that property so sent will be considered as 
under the protection of the British Government, 

The Committee have represented to Her Majesty’s Clilcf Superinten- 
dent, and the Hong merchants, that in their tminion, a trade under the pro- 
posed new plan, cannot be commenced until the British community have 
returned to Macao. * 

Macao, October 22, 1839. 

(Signed)* Henry Wrioht. 

George T. Braine. 

William Wallace. 

■ . ' . ' " Wilkinson Dent. 

At another mooting of the British merchants and Hongists, held to-day, 
the following arrangement was substituted for the 8th regulation : — 

One hong will disembarh the w'hole ■ cargo of a vessel; but after the 
goods arc brought to Chinton, hml examined; the owners ivill be at liberty 
to send them at once tO' whatever hong they* please. 


'■ ■ ‘No. 2.- ■ ■ <.■■■■■ 

Captain Elliot ^ Vixcount Palpitrifion. 


. Iter Mbjeiifv*s ship','V(An^(i;, 

My Lord, ; Ilpng' Kbng, 'No^embef^, \^‘3Q. 

SINCE I closed my despafeh of October 21; a di^erent and piihappy 
turn of affairs has been brought about, and 1 ain griev^;.ta . rnptwt that 
this serious public mipchjef is attributable to the of a British 

subject, Mr. Warner, mastcr-ofi^c ship T/iama? JDp0n,W arrival 

from Singapore, Mr. Warner did not jrepatr to Hongr^ong, .Imit. .Remanded 


'Vi' i’* “nJewtood, .Her Oifajesty’» Chief j^npcrintondeia h^i un^di’aiiiih th«.-(i^n«se 

to tbo . of ^^j^attination' of # car^ the* Woiiff mercbonts 


eundlfititiMK 




;e delirm tij the boats. Tha C<ni^itiis» oonsider: 

to the BriUsh mere£ants. 
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his pilot permission, and procmled to the BoccaTi|fris, signed the required 
bond of consent to th^ new laws, involving the infliction ofcai>ital punish-' 
m'entby Chinese fornis of trial ; and the ship immediately eavrictl up 
j Whampoa. It is an aggravation of Mr. Warner's heavy responsibility, 
jfcliat ho was iierfectly aware of the advanced slate of my own nogociatious 
with the Chinese G6v?i-nmeht \yhen he tooh this step. 

The natural consequence was a (let cnhiuatioii upon the pai*t of the 
Coraftiisaiopar to break off his cdheludcd arrangement with me ; and a 
demand for the entrance "of the'vvhole British snipping* upon the same 
conditions as the Thomaa Cotitts, ov their departure from this coast in 
three ilays, under menaces of destruction if they remained. 

,,I am informed that. Mr. Warners proceedings were founded upon 
legal advice taken in India, Technically considi^ed, these opinions may 
be sustainable or not ; but looked at in any practical or larger point of 
view, they are inconsistent with comiAou sense, and cannot be acted upon 
with safety. , , , • 

If every Commander of a British merchant vessel, moved by his own 
particular and transient interests, has indeed full power to enter into 
and conclude separate Ticgqtiatibns w'ith the officers of this peculiar 
Government, upon subjects iif great general importance, and involving the 
abandonment of principles that Her Majesty’s Government has always 
steadfastly maintained, the British trade with China must soon cease to 
, 6xist, * ■ 

' I presume to say, that I am better versed in the particular matter k 
am treating, than the Icg'nl gentlemen who have arrived at the conclusions 
upon which Mr. Warner has acted; and it Is ray duty respectfully to 
submit my opinions to the consideration of Her Majesty’s Government. 

• Whether the act itself* or the moment chosen for its execution, bo consi- 
dered (wlien a suitable arrangement ui>on admissible imblic principles 
was absolutely concludecl’), I believe it would be difficult to point to a 
more reckless transaction, or to one more injurious in its results, than 
this of Mr. Warner. 


Referring your Lordship to m}'’ letter of the 27th ultimo to Captain 
Smith, and thal officer’s replyi it is now' my painful task to report 
the most, serious collision which has ever taken place between Her Majesiy’s 
forces and those of this Empire, during our whole intereour.se with this 
country. I repaired on board the Volage in Macao Roads, on I he 28th 
ultimo, accompanied by Mr. Aforri^n, with the purpose tq assist at any 
conferences or negotiations fhat might take pldce at .Chuenpee, and qlso 
to ])ilot the ships to that anchorage. Strong adverse w'inds retarded our 
arrival there till the morpjng of the 2ud. injjtant, when the ships >ycre 
anchored about ;i ihile below, the fir.st battc!ry!‘wiiere’.an imposing force of 
war junks and lire vessel.s was eollecled. 

A Lieutenant, aceoinj)hiried by Mr.M^orrisbh.vvas disiVatehed to the junk 
of the Admiral with Oaptain Smitli’s address. They w'cre civilly received ; 
and the Admiral rejdied, that. lie would forward. the paper to tlua'r lOxeel- 
lencies then in' the neighbourhood, and send out the answer ne.vt ilay. 
He also expressed a wish that the ships should move down a little 
further, which Captain Smith =iiuoK‘.dialely did, wi(h the intention to 
manifest the sincerity of his peaceful <lispositions. In the course of the 
same evening, ;ths) ^d» a dinguist was sent to, the sliips with a verbal 
message, requesting the presence of Mr. Morrison on board the Admiral’s 
j.qn|^. It .was replit^, that the written address containeef all that was to 
55 b ' said, . 'and ' till tiiat wore answered Mr. Morrison’s visits Were inex- 
peaier^t. ' ^ .. 

i " '"Irt the dptfrsfefbf thfe.Tdrefioon’ 6f nc!Kt day (the 3rd); an dflicer of 
WM^Yank'ahclfbr^ at a^hdrt.dfstauce fi^m thfe ships^ and again sent the 
Kn|;mst IxjVflesire 'that Myj'jMbrmon. should call/ upon tfiem. It was 
a^swielcfd in the s^anid terrn^^ as the nicSsage of the preceding evening. 

. > tjjfg tune; the' CWne^ squadron, under the command of the 

. Admiral, broke ground and stood out towartls Her Majesty’s ships, which 
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ill good order to the number of twenty^-nine sail, and Her Majesty's shim 
were hove to, whilst the accompanying ,}>apcr wjm transmittra by the 
linguist to the Admiral. • 

In a short time, he* returned an answer, to which I felt myself callefl 
npon to reply . I $hoald also add, that the linguist brought back with him 
Cfiptain Smith’s address to the Commissioner, and a ^alcd chop to the 
address of the commander of the ship on board of which the five prisoners 
lately sentenced for participation in the riot of the 7tli July, hodTbeen 
confined. 

Captain Smith now informed rac, that he did not feel himself 
warranted in leaving this formidable flotilla at liberty to pass inside of 
him at night, and ^'arry into cftcct the menaces against the merchant 
vessels; and thinkir% that the 4'ctircment of Her Majesty’s ships, before a 
force moved out with the palpable intention to intimidate, was not com* 
patihlc with the honour of the Ila^, he should forthwith endeavour to 
constrain their return to their former anchoragg, C’onscious.that all had 
been done ivhich vi'as within my power, to satisfj' the just demands of the 
Chinese officers, and jierceiving that the necessity had arrived for checking 
their lK»stile movements, I could only offer Captain Smith the expression 
of my concurrence in his own sentiments. At about noon, therefore, the 
signal was made to engage, and the ships, then lying hove-to on the 
extreme right of the Chinese force, bore away in a line a-hcad and close 
order, having the ivind on the starboard beam. In this way, and under 
e:«.sy sail, they ran down the Chinese line, pouring in a destructive fire. 
The lateral tlirection of the win<l enabled the sfiiiis to perform the same 
evolution from the ojipositc extreme of the line, running up it again with 
their larboard broadsides bearing. The Chinese answered with their accus- 
tomed spirit ; but the terrible effect fif our own jire was soon manifest, One ' 
war junk blew up at about pistol-shot distance from this ship, a shot pro- 
bably having passed through the magaKine; thr6>e were sunk ; and several 
others ivcre obviously water-logged, it is an act of justice to a brave 
man to soy, that the Admiral’s conduct was worthy of his station. His 
junk was evidently better arinixl and manned than tlie other vessels; and. 
after lu^ had weighed, or, more probably, cut or slipped, he bore up and 
engaged Her Majesty’s ships in handsome style, manifesting a resolution 
of licTiaviour honourably enhanced by th<i hopelessness of , his efforts. In 
less th.an tlirec cpiarters of an hour, however, he, and the remainder of the 
squadron, were retiring in great distress to their former anchorage ; and 
as it was not Captain Smith’s dIs]io.sition to jirotract destructive hostilities, 
or, indeed, do more than repel onw-anl movements, he offered no obstruc- 
tion to their retreat ; but discontinued the fire, and made sail for Macao, 
witli the purpose to cover the embarkation of such of Her Majesty’s 
subjects os might sec fit to retire from that place, and also to provide for 
the safety of tlu* merchant-ships. 

The ships arrived at Macao on the evening of the some day (the. 3rd), 
and arrangements were imniediately made for the embarkation of those 
of Her Majesty’s subjects there who thought it safest to retire. On the 
morning of 3 rcster(lay (the 4th), I accompanied Captain Smith in the 
Volage to this anchorage, where w:e arrived late last night; and the 
Hyacinth was left at Macao, to watch events in that quarter. 

The nature of this auchorage, exposed to attack from several quarters, 
lias already induced me to communicate with. Captain Smith, and publicly 
to recommend tlie removal of the merphant-ships to the safer situation of 
Tong Koo ; but its convenience In. other respects, and the generabwant^-” 
experience in military: affairs,, and iU-fonnd^:*confi^dencu in their dwia 
strength or skill to resist sudden attack, dpoh the part a great ’many 
of the masters of the merchant shippingi nave epnspir^ to baffle iny 
purposes. * “ , . ^ ^ ‘ 

1 am sorry to add, that on my iAfrival here, I find my apprebensioiis' 
too well founded. Considerable force is collecting upon idt sides ; ind the ‘ 
merchant shipping is in no condition Of effectual preparation gainst 
prise. As^ soon a8.,Her Majesty’s ship has completed her vvaifer, and' 
repaired some trifling dami^^e, she will remove to Tong Koo ; and 
present 1 tru^|^e of merchant shiphwUl 
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aAt hesitate to follow her, where they caai be more easily protected. Thmr 
continuance at this place omnut fail to kail to renewed hostiliti^, ivhtck 
it is Captain Smithis, and my own duty and sincerest disposition to* 
aWid. • 

I llRVC 

(Signed) ’ CHAftLES ELLIOT. 


Inelosurc 1 in No*. 3. 


Captain EUint to Captain Smith. ^ 


Sir» Macao, October 27, 1839, 

, COPIES of the communications /rom the high officers, breaking off 
their late arrangement with me, reeeived during your absenee at Hong 
Kong (the substance of which I have already imparted to you), shall be 
forwarded with all prai^ticablc despatch ; but, in the moan time, I must 
take the liberty to call your earnest attention to the higlily menacing’ 
character of these papers ; to the renewed assemblage of troops in this 
neighbourhood ; and to credible information that tlie Admii'al is in con- 
siderable force at the Uocca Tigris, and intending some early attempt 
upon . the rherchant fleet, with the pretence to seize the murderer oJ( 
Lin-Weihe. 

Upon my part, Sir, I bax^e anxiously endeavoured to afford their 
Excellencies all just satisfaction in the several demands they liave made 
upon mo, and particularly w’ith respect to the illicit traffic in opium. 1 
•have submitted, as you»are a,ware, very comprehensive and stringent pro- 
positions with the purpose effectually to separate persons choosing to 
carry on the lawful trade l^om those engaged in pursuits dangerous and 
disgraceful in the last degree. Ami I have over and over again declared 
to the high officers, than none other than lawful com incrcc will ever 
receive the least countenance or protection from the Queen’s (Government. 
But concession to their demand fur a bond of consent to submit to 
Chinese ])oiuil legislation, involving capital punishment by (Chinese forms 
of trial, is a step which I- dare liot s.'inction, or fail to prexent, by all 
lawful means in my power, till I am differently instructed from England ; 
for it inx'olves a complete abandonment of a priuci{)lc that, has always 
been firmly insisted upon in our hitcrwuirse xvith China, and wliii-h cannot 
be given nj) with any possibility of conducting the British trade willi this 


empire. 

My own views u|>on this important question hax'o been more fully 
explained in the accom'paiiying notice to Her Majesty’s subjects, and 1 
therefore use the fri'cilom to fransmit it Ibr your consicleration. 

The single remaining point (and that is noxv declared to be of indis- 
pensable necessity) i.s^he ileinand for a man in satisfaction for the native 
Lin-Weihe. 1 need -not trouble you xx'ith comment upon that require- 
ment. It has becu repeatedly answered to their Exta-Hcneies. as fully, as 
faithfully, and as respectfully as 1 could rirply to such luattcr. 

In tliis grave csonjuncturc, menacing the lilxjrty, livijs ami properties 
of the (iueen's’ subjects, with innocent men, women and children, once 
more commanded forth from their houses at Macao, and xvith one ship 
actually xvithm the river u'pon their own condilions J fefd It my duty to 
dectoreito you.that 1 ha've no l;io|k? of lending their Excellencies to mea- 
sure itheir proceedings by thq, dictates of justice and moderation, 

. ^ch bctngik^^ case. Sir, I. would take the liberty to suggest to you 
that the ittwneffiate removal of Her ]Vfajesty’.s ships to tbs anchgrage below. 
Chuenpee, and a. modei’ate.-but firm address, in your own name, to their 
Exc|)ll^ncics, , appear., to me to afford the only chance of arresting 
som^ni^dca disaster. Upon the other hand, this measure will enable you 
to jttfigs. 'pf the actual extent of preparation, and of the readiness to 
attt|LcH;;>jiihi if it be.intonded, as I am strongly disported to bcliavc, Her 
t8hips.'Cah "bC in no more suitatde or imposing situation for 

.... V.:,,-. y- ^ . . 



effcctuaJIy rt'pelling such aggi'cssive purposes than in the eight of the 
fbatteries, ana under thp immediate Observation of the Commissioner. 

In ray place/ Sir, [have felt that it was ray houndcn_ duty to make 
every practicable concession, for peace sake, consistent with honour -ahd 
the permanent i.nlcres'ls of Iler Majesty’s Government in this country,— 
and J have done so; but these dispositions must be limited by the rccdlI6c- 
tioh, that a large Uritish merchant fleet, with an immense amount of pro* 
pert.y on board, and with almost the whole British community embarked, 
is in hourly danger, of surprise from a powerful flotilla of arngedaml fire- 
vessels, under tlie direction of a functionary who has proved himself to be 
singularly reckless of consccpienccs and void of good faith. • . 

I have, &c., 

f .(Signed) C^ilABLES KLLjQT. 


Inclosurc 2 in No, 2. 

Captain Smith to Captain J^fUol. 

Sir, Her Majesty's ship VoJage, Macao, October 28, 1839. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
27th instant (with the inclosuic), informing me of the agreements, lately 
ctmcludcj! for carrying on the trade, having been brojeon off by the Impe- 
rial Commissioner and Governor of these provinces. 

I am fully aware of the very great an xi^‘ty you have shown, and the 
exertions you have made for restoring Her Majesty’s subjects to their 
lioiues at Macao, and for causing the legal trad» to bo carried on in a man- 
ner most suitable to the dignity of our country, and the convenience of the 
merchants, witlumt conceding' to the demands ' of the Chinese authorities 
principles involving the lives* of {l»e Queen’s subjects. 

I have observed with considerable uneasiness, the great increase of 
force ill the neighbourhood .of the shipping at Hong Kong, and the 
erection of batteries, approaching the beach, as well, as the formidable 
force assembled outside the walls of Macao; and although I am instructed 
by the Admiral, to avoid by all p»)ssib!c moans collision Avilh the Chinese, 
yet taking into considcralion these circuhistanccs, with the menaces of 
dcstnietiou contained in the communication from the Chinese ofticers, it 
is my opinion that a, firm and tiecided. stand ..ought to’ be made against 
their further encroachments; and concurring with you, that the best mode 
Avoiiid he prop<»sitions niade direct to the imperial Commissioner at tJic 
Rogue. I am quite ready to moA'e.the ships Up for that purpose. 

I have no doubt the present distressing state of affairs has been 
hrouglit about by the injudicious entrance of the^hliip... Thennas Covtts 
into Whampoa; and I think. that until affairs get ‘moi^e settled, and some 
arrangements made with the Chinese, the , further entrapee of the British 
ships vA oidd' be attended with very grea.t danger. ’ • 

1 have the honour .to inclose, to you tw'o propositions,; iVhich I think 
would be suitable to send to thO Imperial Gommissionm' 60. this occasion. 

, ■ ' . I haVe,’'&c,/ 

'.(Signed) ; / '.r-;- 

, Capi^iti^^nd Ojfficer. . 
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.. Inclosure 3 in No. 2. 

« 

> Captain Smith to the High Commissioner aid. Governor of Canton. 

> Her Majesty's ship Volage, November 2, 1839. 

SMITH, the Commander of the Queen of England’s ships in these 

seas, charged, under heavy responsibility, with the protection of tlic lives 
of his»cojjintrymen, and of the merchant fleet cagage<l in lawful commenre, 
submits two propositions to their Excellencies the High Commissioner 
and the Governor. 

First. That they will forthwith publish a Proclamation, <leelaring the 
withdrawal. of the orders for the destruction of llie ICng^lish cargo ships by 
tlic war junks and fire-boats in three <lays„beeause tnc Commanders do 
not sign a bond, which they cannot do consistently with the laws t»f their 
own country. . . • 

Second. That the English merchants and families may reside on 
shore wil houCdanger of seizure, and be duly furnished with their servants 
and supplies, till the commands of the Queen of England can be received, 
for the a<ljustment of all difficulties, agreeably to the principles of peace 
and reason. . . 

Smith has come to the llocca Tigris, to await the reply of their 
Excellencies ; and requests that the boat which conveys it to his ship may 
carry a white flag, so that it may be known she btN'u-s a message, and 
thus the chance of conflict lie avoided. 

(Signed) H. SMITH. 


• » Ipclosurc 4 in No. 2. 

^Captain Smith to the various Commanders of War Junks. 

Her Majesty’s Ship Volage, November 3, 1839. 

SMITH, commanding ‘the English naval ffm!e, hereby sends infor- 
mation to the various Comrtiandevs. He has peremptorily to request that 
all their vessels instantly return to the anchorage north of Shakok. It 
will be well so to do. ' ’ ’ ' 

(Signed) H. SMITH. 

[Note. — This letter was written before it Avas known what ollicer 
was in coinmaiidi^^' Being ddivered to the Tetuh (yVdmiral). it elicited the 
reply contained in the next Ihclosure.] 


Inclosure 5 in No. 2V 

Open Paper from, the Tetuh, sent by a linguist, at about lih 45y». a.m. 

. November "A, 

THE linguist having returned bn lioard, all that he had to represent 
for you has become known to me. At this moment, all that 1, the 
Tetuh, want is, the murderous foreigner who killed Lin Weihe, a 
single individual. If Elliot will name a period in which hc*will deliver iq) 
the murderer, I,, the Tqtuh, will be in no way apprehensive in my rcquirc- 
' ihehts. 'As scoh as:;a tigxo is given in which the murderer shall be 
delivered up, the force can* be immediately drawn back to the Bogue. 
Otherwise by n'o means whatever will 1 accede. This in reply. 

True translation. • 

(Signed) » J. Robt MoiI^'asox, 

Chinese Secretary and Phterpreter, 
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Inclosure 6 in No. 2. 

m 

Captain Elliot to the Chinese Admiral. 

Her Majesty's ship Volagc, November 3, 183!^. 

ELLIOT, &c., ag^ain and asain solemnly repeats tliat he knows not 
the murderer of the native Lin Weihe; that he should have been punished 
if he hml been discovered, and that he shall be punished * if *he be 
appreiicudcd. 

Elliot is a sincere lover of peace, and is not responsible for the conse- 
queiu.'os of preset proceedings. 

/ (Signed) CHARLES ELUOT. 
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.No.l. 

\ • * ' 

An Account of the Quantity and Value oV Opium, Woollens, Cotton Goons, and oilier Arlicles, 
imported into Canton by the East India Company and Pkivatb. Tiiauers respectively, in each Year, 
from inclusive to the latest Time to which the same can be miwle out 

• • 


, Description of Articles. 



1820-21. 

• 


a. 




1 


** — > - - — 

■■ •• •, ... 

East India Company. 

Priv.Ue Traders. 

f 

Tot\l. 


Quantity, 

Uollan, 

Qwntity. 

DnlUtrt. 

Quantity, 

DolluTS. 

Cotton , - 

Peculs, 75,595 

1, 3-11,150 

Peculs, 1 1 S,255 

LH98,78I 

IVciib, 193,850 

3,239,931 

Opium , • 

. 

. 

Chests, :),::t37 

6^86^000 

Chests, 3.337 

6,486,000 

Tin 

m ^ m 

- 

Peculs/ 4,162 

83,240 

Pecub, 4,162 

83,240 

Iron / j‘ 

Peculs; 10,103 

47,990 

— 4,012 

18,054 

— 14,115 

66,014 

Lear / ; 

- 14,613 

,95,400 

‘ — 100 

600 

— 14,713 

96,000 

Steci ’ 

j- H 


- 

1,185 

r),9l7 

— 1,185 

5,917 

Cutlery / - 


— 

— 

— 

j — 


Pepper / - 

- • 7.586 

91,030 

— 35,967 

395,637, 



Spices .. . • 



— 100 

■ 8.800 



Rattans - - • 



— 10,196 

45,882 

— 10,196 

45,882 

Bjtel Nut - • 



— 50,914 

127,285 

— 50,914 

127,285 

Patch lick ... 



— 5,620 

162,8 to 

— 5,520 

162,810 

Sharks Fins, Fish Maw9| and 
Slod- Fish. 

Peculs, 9,5 j 9 


— 3,730 

138,785 

- 3,730, 

^318, 7S5 

Sandal Wood 

139,430 

- 4,403 

57,239 

— 14.362 

196.669 

Black and Red Wood 



— 824 

5,356 

S24 

5,3:) 0 

Saltpelro^ 



— 2,376 

15,414 

- 2,376 

li),414 

Ivory - - - 

• -1 


— 1,551 

r 9,427 

- 1,551 

119,427 

Quicksilver 



— 1,941 

8,991 

1.941 

98,991 

Pearls, Cornelians, Coral, and 

. • K 


Value, 

236,316 

Value, 

236,136 

Anfber. 






Glass Ware and Window Glass 


— 


— 

— 

— 

Broad Chuh - . - 

Pieces, 12,l7f 

1,141,706 


- 

Pieces, 12,171 

1,141,706 

Long lills and Worleys 

— , 129,400 

1,398,470 

• 

- 

- 129,400 

1,398,170 

Camlets - - 

— 15,830 

601,540 

• 

- 

— , 15,830 

601,540 

Sundry Woollens 

* 

— 

... 

— 

— 


.'rindia Piece Goods - • 

— 

— 

.... 

— 

— 

... 

Cotton Goods 

Pieces, 4,925 

11,840 

Piece?, 1,740 

19,030 

- 6,665 

30,870 

Cott Qn Yarn 

— 

— 

... 

— 

— 

— 

Haiulker chiefs 


9 iS 

— 811 

2,838 

— 811 

2,838 

Skins and Furs - • 


• m 

No. 7,800 

3,900 

No. 7,800 

3.900 

Flints .... 


m m 

Pecub, 7,559 

5,670 

Peculs, 7,559 

5,670 

Myrrh 


> ^ * 

— 216 

5,400 

— 216 

5.400 

Olibanuni - - • 



- 2,131 

19,179 

— 2,131 

19.179 

I’russiari Blue - ' . • 



.... 

— 

— 

— 

Smalts - - - 

- 

- 

-- 646 

30,030 

— 546 

30,030 

Culch - - - 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cochii>eal • - - 


-- 

.... 

— 

— 

— 

• 

Camphor - - • 

- 

• • - 

— 5 

11,000 

— 5 

11,000 

Stick Lac • - 

— { 

... 


— 

— 

— 

Cudbear ... 

. 

- 

— 108 

2,700 

• 

— 108 

2,700 

Dragons Blood, GutD' Gogal, 
Birds N^ts, Ginseng, Bfchc 
de Mer, and Teak. 

• 

4 






Rice - • T 

. . n • 


— 9,351 

23,377 

^ 9,351 

23,377 

Clocks and Watches •• 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Straits Produce, &c. (not se- 
parated). 


— 


JL 

» 

, • 

Sundry Ariicit'S (not enume- 

• 

- 

Value, 

100,000 

Value, 

100,000 

rated). 







Dollars - 

Value, 

2,754,083 

• 

. ' 

• 

: 2,754,083 


Sp, t)rs^ 

7,622,639 

■ 

Sp. Drs. 

10,127,718 

* Sp. Drs. 

1 17,760,357 

1 

• 


1 " ' " ' ' ' ' rr 

(62.) A2^S 


( 4 > ) 


No. 1 — Quantity and Value of Opium, &c. imported into Canton by the East India Company, &c.— 

-( ■ -'-T — ir 


1821-22. 


Dcscriittion of Articl&s.' 


East India Company. 


Private Traders. 


Total. 



Qmntittf. 

DcUars. 

Collo^i . - - 

Pncul8,l47i838 

1,890,400 

Opium - - 

- 

• 

Tin - - . 

— * 2,0C0 

43,2.57 

Iron . - - 

— 2.1, 81 7 

68,247 

Lead - . - 

— ^ 8,393 

50,361 

Steel - • - 


• 

Cutlery . • * 

— 


Pe|)per . - - 

— 7,894 

102,62^4 

Spines - - - 

— 


ICiititis • - . 

- 


Jicttl Nut 

. 


l*uichiiclv - - 

- * • 


Sharks Fins, Fish Maws, and 

m m m 


Slock Fish, 



Siinrlfil Wood 

- 


Black and Red Wood - 

- 


Salrpclie 

- 


Ivory - 

- 


QuleLsilver 



Cornelians, Coru), and 

• 


Amber. 



Glass Ware and Window Glass 


.M. 

Broad (.'loth ... 

Pieces, 13,320 

1,012,528 

Long FJIa and Worleys 

— 139,960 

1,472,471 

Camlets - - - 

— 19,000 

494,000 

Sundry Woollens 


■ 

India Piece Goods 

. 

m • 

(Jot ton Goods 

Cases, 1 29 

13,620 

Colton Yarn 

1 

•I.. 

llandkercLiefs 

• • * 

• • 

Skins and Furs - 



Flints . - . 

. 

• 

Myrrh - . - 

- 

• 

Olibanum - - - 

- 


Prussian Blue 



Smalu 


mmrn 

Cutch ... 

m m m 

• • 

Cochineal - « - 

- 

m m 

(Jainiihor • - • 

Peculs, 7 

18,687 

Stick Lae 

1 

.1... 

Cudbear* - - 



Dragons Blood 

m 

« « 

Gum Gogal - - - j 

m . • ; 


Birds Nests 

• • • 

• 

Ginseng " " 


— r — 

Bi?ciie de Mer 

Mi '' 

... 

Teak 

■j 


Rice ... 

m 4 m ■ 

# * 

Clocks and W'^atche.s 

M 


Strjiits Produce, &c. (not se* 
parated). 

^ — 


Sutidiy Articles (not enume- 

... 

« 

• m 

rated). 



Dollars « • . 


- 


Sp. Drs. 

5,166,285 


Qmntkjf, 

Peculs, 242,618 

Scibtn. 

3,113,942 

Quantity. 

Peculs, 390.456 

Dsllars* 

5,004,432 


2.744 

4,166,250 

, 7- . 2?;44 

4,166,250 

— 

8,087 

161,740 

- 10,147 

204,997 

— 

2,020 

6,060 

- 26,837 

74,307 

— 

^3,291 

19,746 

— .11,684 

70,107 

1 — 

96 

.624 

\ 

624 

1 

19,928 

278,992 

- 27,822 

381,616 

1 

1 

185627 

69,851 

» — 18,627 

'59,851 

— 

17,999 

62,997 

— 17,999 

62,997 

— 

3,979 

119,370 

— 3,979'' 

119,370 

— 

3,806 

155,097 

— 3,806 

155,097 


2,761 

35,893 

- 2,761 

35,8<4;i 

— 

3,906 

22,485 

— 3,906 

22,485 

— 

3,205 

22,435 

— 3,205 

22,435 

— 

54j> 

41,175 

— 549 

4i,175 


Value, 

265,380 

• Value, 

265,380 


— T 

i 


1 

- 

- 

- 

Pieces, 13,320 

1,012,528 


• 

• *'• 

- 

— 139,980 

1,472,471 

- 

• 

- 

— 19,000 

494,000 

Pieces, *300 . 

2,400 

— 300 

2,400 

- 

as * 

m m 

Cases, 129 

13,620 

— 

5,170 

23,265 

Pieces, 5,170 

23,265 

Peculs, 792 

1,584 

Peculs, 792 

1,584 

— 

134 

4,020 

— 134 

4>020 

— 

. 6,297 

59,821 

- 6,297 

59,821 

_ 

•2,168 

■' 10i840 

— 2,168 

10,840 

— 

36 

28,800 

— 36 

28,800 

— 

. H 

e 4,050 

8\ 

22,737 


# 


— 

— 


SO 

360 

— 30 

' 360 

— 

600 

2,100 

— 600 

2,100 


' 12 

36,000 

— 12 

36,000 

• — 

2 

130 

— 2 

130 


M - 

V -il- 




.I,t61 

2,900 

— 1,161 

2,900 


Value, ^ 

404,987 

Vilue, 

s 

404,987 

• 

- ' ♦ 

47,000 

. ■ 

47,000 


Sp. Drs* ^ 

9,170,294 

Sp. Dn. 

14,336,579 


( -5 ) 

, No. 1 — Quantity and Value of Opium, &c. imported into Canton by the Ksat India Company, lie.— continued. 


PofcrJption of Articles, 


\ 822 - 23 . 


Colton 

*Opiiira 

•Till 


Cutlery - - - 

Pepper 

Spices ... 
Riutans • • • , . 

BeUi Nut - 

BuichucJt ... 

jSliarks Fins, Fisli Maws, and 
•Stuck Fisli. 

Suiidal Wood . - - 

lUrtck and Red Wood 
Saltpetre - - 

Quicksilver ... 

Pearls, Cornelians, Coral, and 
Amber. 

tilassV'are and Window Glass 

Broad Cloth - - • 

Long Ells and Worleys 

(y^mlets - - 

Sundry Woollens 

India Piece (foods 

Cotton (foods - - j 

Cotton Yarn 

llandkercbiers 

Skins and Furs 

Flints 

Myrrh ... 
Olibanum ... 
Prussian Blue - 
Smalts - - - 

Cutcb - - 

Cochineal ... 
Camphor 

Stick Lac . - • 

Cudbear - 

Dragons Blood - • 

Gam Gogal ... 
Birds Nest# - - 

Ginseng . - • 

B^he de Mer 

Teak )• 

Rice .... 
Clocks and AVatches 

Straits Producei &c. (not »c- 
paruted). 

Suodry Article# (not enume- 
rated). 

Dollar# 


East India Compaiiv. 


Quanti/y, 


Private Traders. 


Total. 


Quantity. 


Ouanhty. 


Peculs, 5U,I26 685,444 j Peculs, 175,322 2,AJ95,939 PecuTs, 225,4 IS | H9SI,3S 


- 5,968 9,399,000 — 


— 4,793 

— 12,108 

— 8,399 


54,594 — 252f 


Pieces, 6,642 499,004 

— 2rf,279 181,620 

— 11,340 294,940 


181^620 


- Pcculs, 10,075 

- — 10 

- - 7,257 

- — 316 

- — 186 

• — 8 

• — 9 


146,811 

5,946 

1.761 


207,683 

50,804 

216,420 

86,112 

1.59,192 

22,716 

38,728 

34,920 

16,885 

28,665 

150,000 


5,968 9,399,00 

11,781 ’242,24 


28,568 367,39 


— 7,577 

— 9,570 

— 

— 307 

— 441 
Value, 

Pieces, 6,642 
-- 29,279 

— 11,340 


20,150 I Pcculs, 10,073 


150,000 


Sp. Dr#. 2,031^872 . Sp. Dr#. 13,268,249 


150, OOC 


'«jp.Drs. 15,300,121 


( 62 .) 


( 6 .) 

No. l.-| Quantity and Value of Opium, &c. imported into Canton by the East India Companyi kc.^^contimed. 


Dt'^cription of Artiolcs. 

• 


1828-24. 


f 

East India Company. 

Private Traders. 

Total. ^ 

Colton f - - 

(^ntUy, 

DoUan. 

Quantity. 

DoQan, 

QuaTitily, 

Dollars, 

PecnlT, 1 17,530 

1,790,825 

Feculs, 137,013 

2,283,550 

Pecul),254,543 

4,080,375 

Oj.lum - - , 

*% 

- 

Chests, 5,930 

7,288,600 

CIksu, 5,930 

7,288,600 

Tin 

— 48G 

10,696 

Peculs, 4,234 

10a5,850 

Peculs, 4,720 

116,546 ‘ 

Iron ... 

— 19,134 

86,104 

— 2,413 

12,065 

— 21,547 

98,169 

Lcjul - - . 

— 15,708 

116,541 

— ;?23 

5,061 

— 16,431 

121,602 

JStecI - - « . 

f 


M.. 

.1.. 

... 

‘ ** mmm 

Ciiilcry - • - 


% 

... 

... 

... 

.... 

Pepper - • . 

— 8,578 

89,355 

t — 21,862 

218,620 

— 30,440 

307,975 

Spioes 



— * 291 

23,280 

— 291 

23,280 

Rattans .... 



— 20,88? • 

62,658 

■£-' 20,886 

62,658 

Relel Nut 

. . • . 


, — 36,316 

181,580 

— 36,316 

181,580 

'51,319 

Pul chuck - . - 


“ 

— 2,774 

51,319 

— 2,774 

Sharks Fins, Fish Maws, and 
Slock Fish. 



— 4,171 

137,160 

— 4,171 

’ 137,160- 

Sandal Wood - - - 

- 5,005 

72,858 

— 3,093 

37,116 

— 8,698 

109,974 

Black and Red Wood - 

. 


— 3,741 

14,964 

— 3,741 

14,964 

Saltpetre 

- 


— 885 

4,867 

— 885 

4,867 

Ivory - - . 

. 


— 574 

37,310 

— 574 

37,310 

Quicksilver 

. 


— 1,157 

68,263 

— 1,157 

68,263 

Pearls, Cornelians, Coral, and 
Amber. 

• 


Value, 

88,000 

Value, 

88,000 

;■ 

Glass Ware and Window Glass 

— 


... * 

... 

— 


Broad Cloth ... 

Piece!-, 12,430 

872, m 

* * * It 

• 

Pieces, 12,430 

872,172 

Long Ells and Worleys 

— 157,703 

1,475,228 

b 

. 

— 157,703 

1,475,228 

Camlets - • « 

— 11,986 

275,998 

^ m m 


— 11,986 

275,998 

Sundry Woollens 

Value 

478,002 

. . , 

• m 

Value, 

478,002 

India Piece Goods 



.... 

mm, 

.... 

- , 

Cotton Goods - • 

- 2,700 

24,057 

... 

« 

— 2,700 

24,057 

Colton Yarn ... 



r 


.... 


Hiudkercliiefs 

,r 





- ■ , 

Skins and Furs - • 


... 



— 

.... 

Flints .... 

« • . ! 

m . 

Peculs, 2,331 

2,331 

Peculs, 2,331 

2,331 

M}rrli - - . 

... 


... 


... 

• 

Olibamim 

• 

. 

— 2,007 

11,038 

— 2,007 

11,038 

Prussian Blue 

— 



* 


... 

Smalts ... 

... 

• 

— 351 

11,934 

— 351 

11,934 

Cutch ... 

. 

- 

— ’908 

3,842 

— 908 

3,842 

Cochineal 

- 

- 

— 29 

21,025 

— 29 

21,025 

('amphor - - 

m m • 

- 


"1,550 

h 

1,550 

Slick Lac - - 

mm. 

. 


... 


mmm 

Cudbear - - - 

— . 1 


_ 

... " r 

•mm 

.... 

Dragons Blood - • . 

j 


mm 

... 

••m 

mmml 

Gum Gogal ... 

... 


mm 

— 

mmm 

mmm 

Birds Nests 

— • . 

- 

14i 

50,750 

14J 

60,750 

Ginseng ... 

1 

... 


' ^ 



B^chc de Mer • 

... 

. 

- 7 

c. 287^ 

- 7 

287 

T eak . . • . 


, - 


1 



Rice 



•mm 

.... 

mm 

, - - 

Clocks and Watches 




... 

... 

— 

Straits Produce, &c. (not se- 
parated). 

c 

0 

— 

— 

— 


Sundry Articles (not enume- 
rated). 

. m m ' 

e . 

Value, 

^ 230,822 

Value, 

230,822 

Dollars .... 

Value, 

1 

957,218 

* « • 

119,168 

m • • ' 

1,076,386 

__J 

Sp, Drs. 

6,255,054 

Sp. Drs. 

t 

11,073,010 

Sp,Drs. 

17,328,064 


( 7 ) 

• • 

I.— Quantity and Value of Opium, &c. imported into Canton by the East India Company, i^c.-^continfud. 


Bcscriplion of Articles. 

• 

East India Company. | 

Private Traders. J 

•Total. 


Cotton ... 

% 

Quantity. 

DnUart, 

QwiniUi/. 

DoUarg. 

Quantity, 

Peculs, 297, 183 

Dollars. 

Peculs, 102,892 

1,796,471 

PeculD, 194,591 

3,378,315 

5,I7‘1|786 

Opium • ^ * c 

- 

m m 

Chests, 7,170 

5,515,000 

Cbesto, 7,170 

5,51.^,000 

Tin* r " 

. 

m 

Peculs, 18,726 

37*4,520 

Peculs, 18,726 

374,520 

Iron . - - 

— 25,025 

83,901 

— 1,411 

63,319 

— 26,436 

117,250 

Lend - - - • 

— 15,941 

' 132,839 

— 1,114 

^,469 

— 17,055 

142,308 

Steel - • • • 



— 

— 


Cutlery - . . 

— ‘ 




— 

— 

Pe|)per - - - 

-- C,384 

62,244 

1 — 29,000 

261,000 

35,384 

323,24 1 

Spices - - 


• 

— 700 

53,000 

— 700 

53,000 

Rattans* - - •» 

• 

mm* 

. 

— 14,000 

50,000 

— 14,000 

56,000 

Betel Nut - • 

. 

• 

— 29,834 

119,336 

— 29,834 

119,336 

l*ulchuck ^ ■ 

. • • 

■ '• 

— 10,000 

170,000 

10,000 

170,000 

Sliaiks Fin'^. Fisli Mawsi and 

• ■ m 


— 3,400 

103,600 

— 3,400 

103,600 

Stoek Fit'll. 




Sniulrtl Wood - . - 

— 3,642 

56,447 

— 10,000 

110,000 

13,642 

166,447 

Black and Red Wood * 

— 




— 

— 

Saltprtrc - - 

• 

• 

— 2,529 

11,380 

— 2,529 

s 1I,3.S0 

Ivory - - • 

- - •- 

. 

— 920 

59,800 

— 920 

^),8()0 

Quicksilver - - 

- 

a • 

— 344 

18,920 

— 314 

18,920 

Pearls, Cornelians^ Coral, and 

m m m 


Value, 

315,170 

Value, 

315,170 

Ambert 





Glass Ware and Window Glass 


• _ 

aaa 

— 



Broad Cloth • - . 

Pieces, 13,701 

97.3,827 

a 

. 

Pieces, 13,701 

973,827 

Lon^ Ells and Worleys 

-- 153,0»6 

1, '171, 028 


- 

— 153,000 

1,474,028 

Camlets 

^ 12,000 

276,000 

• 

- 

— 12,000 

276,000 

Sundry Woollens 




..aa 

— 


India Piegc Goods 

. 

a a 

Pieces, 530 

7,950 

— 530 

7,950 

Cotton Goods 

.... 

mmm 


— 


— 

Cotton Yarn . - - 


. r 

...... 



... 

Handkerchiefs 


, 

— 

a.- 


— - 

''Skins and Furs - - - 

Skins, 26,968 

115,483 

. 

• * 

Skins, 26,968 

115,483 

Flints . - - 


m m 

Peculs, 1,397 

2,095 

Peculs 1,397 

2,095 

Myrrli - • . 

. 

. 

— 92 

2,760 

— 92 

2,760 

Olibanum - - • 


a 

— GOO 

3,600 

— 600 

3,600 

Prussian Blue - - - 



— 


— 


Smalls m m m 

.... 

a 

^ 14 

350 

^ 11 

350 

Cutch 

■ • • 

» 

— 652 

2,934 

— 652 

2,934 

Cochineal . - - 



— 

... 

— 

— 

Camphor - - - . - 

• 

• - • 

. 

Catties, 260 

9,100 

Catties, 260 

9,100 

Stick Lac ... 


... 


... 


— 

Cudbear . - . - 

• 

• — * 

» <— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

^Dragohs Blood - ' - 


- 

Peculs, 100 

5,000 

Peculs, 100 

5,000 

Gum Gogal . - - 



— 

— 

— 

— 

Birds Nests 


• 

Caliies, 718 

21,540 

Caltie.s 7 1 8 

21,540 

Ginseng . . - 

— 

a... 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

BCche de Mer 




— 

— 

— . ‘ 

Teak * 1 - 

• 

« « • 

• 

Value, 

5,535 

Value, 

5,535 

Rice . . - 

. 

> - 

Peculs, 5,000 

10,000 

Peculs, 5,000 

10,000 

Clocks and Watches 



— 


— 

— 

Straits Produce, &Ca (not se- 



aa. 

.a. 

• — 

— • 

parated). 

Sundry Arti:le$ (not enume- 

- • . - 

• • 

• • 

Value, 

271,480 

Value, 

271,480 

rated). 







Dollars #- - ‘ - 


• “ 


63,356 

- 

63,356 


Sp. Drs. 

4,971,240 

» 

Sp. Drs. 

11,024,559 

*Sp. Drs. 

15,995,799 


( 62 .) 



( 8 ) 

• t 

I.— Quantity and Value of Opium, &c. imj)ortetl into Canton by the East India Company, kc.-^continu^d. 


Discriplion of A rtiulcs. 


£as{ India Compativ. 

Privare Traders. 

Total. 



Quantity. 

Dol/urs, 

Quantiti/. 

Dollnra. 

Quant til/. 

Bollan. 

Coll(M) 

- 

JK'cnIs, 

1,771,7^2 

Peculs, 270,286 

■1,275,826 

Peculs,3G8j521 

6,017,618 

0[)ium 

- 

- 

- 

Chests, 11,030 

9,782,500 , 

Chcsls, K.Of.O 

9,782,500 

'i'in - 

- 

« 

- 

I’cciils, 17,000 

357,000 

Peculs, 17,000 

357,000 

Iron - . - 

- 

— 37,!)i9 

J23,S35 

- 

- 

— 37,92J 

I23,S35 

Lead 

. 

— . UGJGI 

183,014 

IVuIs, , 888 

7,518 

— 27,019 

191,462 

MilI 


/_ 



— 




— 

Cutlery - - - 

“ 

• 

1 . 

Value, 

2,175 

Value, 

2,157 

Pcppei 

* 

^ 7,6S1 

GO, 128 

— 27,800 

236,300 

— 35, IS 1 

30.), 128 

SplL'l’S - - - 

- 



— 470 

37,600 

— 470 

37,600 

Kalians 




- 1C,7-14 

58,604, 

■ — 16,744 

58,604 

1 let cl Xul 




— 27,161 

108,614 

- 27.161 

108,644 

I ’u tell lie lx 



• 

— 9,000 

13x^,000 

— 9,000 

Kk^OOO 

Sii.irlvs I'lsh Maw>, 

iml 



— 5,491 

156,270 

5,491 

156,270 

Slock Fish, 






Sandal Wood - 

- 



— 0,000 

72,000 

— 6,000 

72,000 

lilack and Rod Wood 

- 



— 2,000 

10,000 

— 2,000 

10,000 

xSiitpotro 

- 

m m m 


— 3,300 

19,800 

— 3,300 

19,800 

horw 

* 

- 

. 

— 7G0 

60,Si)0 

— 760 

60,800 

Quicksilver 

- 

• 


— 420 

25, 200 

— 420 

25,200 

lV^tlIs. ('(uncliuns, Coral, and 



Value, 

162,000 

V^’nlue 

162,000 

Amljor. 







(ilass Waic and Window (rlass 




3,500 

- 

3,500 

Rroad Cloth 

- 

Pieces, iy,‘2GG 

I,29C,«G8 

Yards, 28,810 
'1 

57,620 1 

Pieces, 1 9,266 i 
Yards, 28,»10 / 

1,354,488 

Long Klis and Worley a 

- 

— 17GAS0 

1,6!}3,300 

. 

- 

Pieces, 176, OxSO 

1,693,300 

(amileis 

- 

— 17,000 

•119,000 

• • • 

- 

— 17,000 

449,000 

xSimdry WoolloiH 

- 

— 


* 


— 


India Ricce (roods 

- 



— 


— 

— 

Cotton Goods 

- 

— G58 

2,G32 

Value, 

18,000 

Value, 

20,632 

Cotton Yarn and Hand kerchiefs 

— 

— 

! 

— 

— 

^ — 

xSkins and Furs - 


Skins, 23,820 

IJ9,G6G 

V\alue, 

8,890 

Value, 

128,536. 

Flints - - , 


. 

• 

Peculs, 1,250 

1,875 

Peculs, 1,250 

1,873 

IM) rrh 





5 — . 

— 

— 

Ollhanuni 


- 

. 

— 800 

( 4,000 

— 800 

4,000 

Fiussian Blue 


— 



•— 

ii— 

.... 

Smalts - * • 


. 

• 

— 50 

900 

— 50 

900 

( ulch - - « 



. 

— , 650 

2,92.5 

— 650 

2,925 

Cucliineal 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Camjdior 


• " « 

- 

Catties, 850 

, 31,450 

Catties, 850 

31,4.50 

Slick Lac 


— 

— 

— 

1 

— 


Cudbear 


— 


— 

r* 


— 

Dragons liiood 


— 

— 

t 

— 


— 

(luni Gogid 


— 

— 

— 

— 


— 

birds Nests 



- 

— 400 

14,000 

— 400 

1 14,000 

(linseng - - - 


— 

— 


— 

— 


R/Cche de Mer • 


- 

• 

Peculs, ■ 1 1 

451 

Peculs, 1 1 

451 

Teak ... 


Value, 

16,684 

. 


Value, 

16,684 

Rice 


— 


— < 

.Mi 



('locks and Watches 


— 


— 

M. 



Straits Pioduce, ike. (not 

sc- 




tmmm 


M- 

pariitcd). 








Sundry Articles (not ennmc* 

* 

• < . 

Value, 

50,000 

Value, 

50,000 

rated). 





Dollars 

• 

— 

— 

— 

— 


— 



Sp« Drs. 

5,726,819 

Sp. Drs. 

15,700,878 

Sp. Drs. 

21,427,697 

i 


f y ) 


; - N(*: 1 — Qu;«uil_v aiicl Value of Ike. inijiortcd inlo Canton by tin* Ea>t Indi.i Coniiany, Kc.~,\mthiM. 





* 

1S20-27. 

.... 


Description of ArKclos. 


- 

1 

- 

•I - . 



• 

• 


Last India Company. 

« 

iVivjiie Traders. 

^ 'i'uTM 




Quanliii/t 

Aj/Air>. 

QuarJitu, i 

iLna. 

(liiantii’/. j 


(.'(Utoil 

• 

' 1 

iVcuis, idd.ois 

2.().'i3,f)Sl 

IVcui>,3 1 J,73.‘i 1 

3. 13. til 

IVvuK, l/,),75^3 ! 

7,20r,3V'i 

Opium 

• . ^ 

- 

- 

('lio»l>, O.Ofil) i 


diesis, 9,!)09 1 

!N2!i9,S2(i 

Tin 


- 

“ 

lvcni^, ; 

iS7,3.) 1 

Pecul.'', 3,79.'s 

1 

!ro!i 

- 

— jo,3;]0 

171,111 

— 1,‘SI I 

• 

— 41,311 

I70.;:3 

Lt':u] 

- 

— 23,3 1 7 j 

‘isd.sbo 

— ‘Jjahi'f 

1^07 

— 27,SS2 I 

203, 9S7 

Steel - . 

- 

— 



— 

i 

1 


rutlcry 

- 

— 1 

— 






Dt:pj)er 

- 

- l/L'7 

S,730 

*— 7,i;i2 ! 

31,707 

— 8,1:,!.I j 

6ii,i.i7 

S[)ices ■ ^ - 

- 

- 

• 

— ‘.'ori 

13.323 

20.-, ; 

i;{.323 

Kfitlmis 

- 

• 

- 

— 30,7(0) 

1 33,S’.”i0 

— i)0,70C j 

133.S.i0 

Ijelel i\iit 

- 

- 

- 

I — 43,sfi7 

137,60! 

— 43,SC7 

i:i7ooi 

i’uleliuel; 

- 


- 

3,1(11 

41,132 

- 3,101 

41,132 

SL'uls Viu'J, Fi>l» IMawPs 

aiu! 


.. 

— 4,0/ ts 

l;:(',(;70 

-- 1, sr.'s 

i3o,i;ro 

Stock risli. 







VVorxl 

- 

Fu-ub. 1;»7 

.3,7o3 

- 

2(10. 1 IS 

— S,-dl!l 1 

201,211 

Bla.:k and Hod U ood 

- 

. . . 

- 

1,300 

6.r)()o 

— 1,200 

0,.)00 

Sail pet 

* 

- 

- 

— (.'..'iOO 

:.}i,()00 

0,3(10 

^'::'[,oiut 

Ivory 

- 



— sso 

70,100 

— 800 

70,400 

(Quicksilver 

- 


- 

V'.diie, 

2 1,000 

- 

23,0'.'O 

]*c;uls, ( Coral, 

iind 


- 

. 

67.000 

- 

('7,'-‘/0 

AiJil)er- 


. ! 






(Jla^s W.iri! and Windmy ( ilass 

. . 1 

• 

- 

3,001) 

- 

3 000 

liroad ( lotli 


l‘ieri'.s, 2(),2PQ, 

1,273,201 

Yards, 13,300 

19,12.-. 1 

Pieces, 20, .3''!) 
Yard-, 3,300 ) 

1,292, d.Sn 

liomi; FIKh and W orleys 


-- If) 7,1)40 

1,917,077 

PieCt:s, 330 

2,S00 

l*ieees, IDS, 290 

1,9 Pan;; 

CamlL'ls 


- 13,300 

. 423,702 

- 

- 

— l.j,."(IO 

•12;i,702 

Siiuflry W'oollep.!- 


— 

— 

— 

-• 

— 

— 

Ifulia t'ltii’C (i«>o(ls 




— 

... 

— 


CoUuM (iOt'dh 


^ (1,400 

. :)0,‘:oi) 

- 7,047 

12.282 

- 13,117 

92,4SJ 

(’otfoii Yarn 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

llandkcTcliiei’" 



— 

— 

— 


— 

Skins aii'i Furs 



- 

Value, 

30,000 

Value, 

30.000 

riinls 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Mvirli 


— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Olibaiiuin 


. 

- 

FocuU, 40s 

2,040 

Peculs, 1()H 

2,040 

INiissian iiliie 


— 

— 

— 


— 

1 

Smalts 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cutcli 



‘ 1 

— COO 

2,7(.0 

— 000 

2,700 

CoeliiiuMl 


• 

— 

— 

— 

— 


Camphor 


- 

- 

Catties, C3J 

10.273 

CiUlie.'-, 031 

10,273 

Stick Lae ami Cud hear 


• ' 

r- 

— 

— 

- 

... 

UraiTons lilood 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ciurii (lO^al 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

liirds Nests 



- 

-- 100 

11,200 

— 400 

1 i,2i;() 

(linscn^ 


— 

— 

— 

— 


- 

Leclie de Mer 



- 

Peculs, 33 

1,373 

Peeuls, 3.^) 

1,373 

Teak - • 



» — 

— 

— 

— 

j 

Kice 

- 

- 

1 •• 

— 3,fJf)(i 

l/.L'HS 

-T- 3,990 

17,9'''-; 

Clock- and Watches 

- 


— 

— 

— 

— 

-■ 

Straits J’roduce, &c. (not se- 

— 

— 

— 


• — 

. * 

p.iraledj. 




« • 




Sumlrv Article- (not eniime- 

- 

- 

Value 

01,072 

- 

9 1,6; 2 

rated). 

Dollarb 


— 

— . 

— 


— 

_ 



Sp.l)rs. 

6,092,008 

Sp. Drs. 

13,709,232 

Sp. Drs. 

21,801,210 


{62.) 



( 10 ) 


jVfi, 1. — Quanilf y and Value of Opium, fkc. imported into Canton by the East India Company. &c’.— 


D(M.Tij)tion of Arliclos. 

f 

■ 

■ 


1827-28. 

f 


’ 


1 


1 


East India Company. 

Private Traders, 

To?'al. 

f 

/r (iuanMt/. 

thllar%. 

Quantity. 

Dollars. 

QuantHy. 

Doll ms. 

CoUfMi ^ - 

iV'cnls, ldU,589 

1,848,928 

I'fculs, 270,538 

3,180,083 

Peculs, 41 1,127 

5,329,01 1 

Opium . - - 

•r - . 

- 

Chests, 10,271 

11,213.491! 

Chests 10,271 

II,2I3,I9{ 

I’in - - - 

- 

• 

Peculs, y,0 1 0 

60,380 

Peculs, 3,019 

00,38(1 

Iron . - - 

— :w,25l 

iM.oriO 

— 4,18S 

10,170 

— 34,439 

155,120 

Lend 

/- 30,231 

172,780 

-- ' 2,08-1 

12,501 

— 32,315 

185,284 

Sici 1 - . « 

— 



— 

' ■ 

— 

(x'lillrry 

— 


— 

— 

— 

— 

IVpper 

- 

f 

— 14,252 

99,764 

— 14,262 

99,70 1 

Spiecs - - - 

- 

. 

— 196 

« 

11,700 

— 190 

.ll,7(i0 

Kalians 

- 

. 

— i4;()ii 

73,07(1 

— 11,014 

73,070 

Iktel Nnl 

- 

« - 

— 31,H00 

71,650 

— 31,800 

7l,s)50 

J^itclnick 

- 

. 

— i,:5:m 

10,008 

— 1 , 334 '' 

10,008 

Sharks Tins, Fisli Maws, and 

- - - 


— 2,27(5 

51,150 

— 2,27(5 

5f,150 

Stock Kish. 

Sandal Wood 

Pecul', IjSti/ 

22,400 

— o.IjO 


— 7,017 

125,100 

Klack and Ked Wood 

- 

m m 

700 

1,200 

-- 700 

4,200 

Saltjjelrc' 

- 

- 

1,200 

0,000 

— 1,200 

..’6,600 

Ivory 

- 

- 

762 

(;(),9C0 

— 7(52 

60,960 

(Quicksilver 





— 

— 

— 

rcarb, Cornelians, Coral, and 

- 


Value, 

100,200 

Value, 

100,200 

Amljvr. 






! (■ 

Glass Ware and Window Glass 

— 

— 

— s 

— 


1 

r»road rioih 

Pieces, 12,102 

768,900 

Yards, 20.724 

34, 407 1 

Pic>Cfs,12,l02;;' .j,,.. 

Yards, 25,724 1 

Lotil^ Mils and WorlcNs 

— 106,0(50 

858,000 

Value, 

! 2;4,776 

Value, 

j ^‘'^J,775 

('.iinlftH 

- 1,700 

136,300 

■ 

1 

-- 1,7(11) 

I30,.i00 

Sundry Woollens 

Bales 1 7 

%2 

- 

- 

Bales, J 7 

i 962 

Indl.i I’ieee (roods 


— 

— 

— 


1 — 

Cotton (foods 

Pieces, 16,000 

107,100 

.Value, 

00,487 

Value, 

I73v'i8; 

(.’otton Yarn 

- 

- 

- 

1 1,000 

. 

14,000 

1 ian(l!a'rcliiof;i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• 

Skins and I'urs 

— 

— 


— 

— 

__ 

- - - 

- 

- 

Peculs, 8,562 

7,104 

Peculs, 3,662 

7,104 

Ahrrli 


- 

— 48 

720 

— 48 

720 

OlibaiiUiii 

- 

- 

— 622 

2,610 

— 522 

2,010 

Knl>^!.ln IVue 

— 


— 

— 


— 

.^lll dt'i - - - 


— 

-L 

— 

— 

— 

Cntcli 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 


Cochini'al 

— 

— 

— 


— 

— 

Cuiiplior - - - 

— 

— 


— 


— 

Slick ic and (’udbcar 

— 


1 — . 


— 

— 

DnViijons Blood 

— 

W- 



— 

— 

— 

(iiiin (lOi^al 

— 

— 



— 


— 

liiids Wsls 

— 

— 


— 

— 

— 

(iinsen.; - -- 


— 



•— 

— 



lirduMle Alcr 

— 

— 


— 

— 

— 

'JVak 

— 

— 


— 

t:— . 

— 

Kico - - . - 

- 

- 

— • 3,000 

6,000 

— .8,000 

0,000 

( lucks and Watches 


- 

Value, 

81,000 

Value, 

84,000 

SiTHls l*rodiice, (notiepa- 

i 



— 

— 


laUvli. 

(1 

‘ 





Sundn Articles (not ennme- 

• - - 


- 

196,985 

- 

1963)85 

rati (1). 

Dollars 

— 

— 


— 

— 

— 


Sp. Drs. 

1,000,380 

Sp. Dra. 

16,815,643 

Sp.Drs. 

19,900,023 


( n ; 

t 

• No. 1. —Quantity and Value of Opium, &c. imported into Canton by the Kasl India Company, 

IVesoriplion of Arliglis. 


, Cot Ion 

Opium - * • •* • 

'rih 

Iron - - - 

Load • • “ 

Sled 

(utlery 

Pepper 

Spibcs - - * • 

Rattans - - - - 

Hitd Nut 
, Putchuck 

Sharks Fins Fisli Maws, and 
Stock Fisln 
Sandal U'oial 
Black and Red B'ood 
S.illpelrc 
Ivory 

Quic-ksilvcr 

Pisirks, Conidians, Coral, and 
Ainlier. 

Glass W’arc and Witulow (ilass 
Broad Cloth 
Coni' Fills and NVoilej's 
(aniU'is 

Sundry W(‘fdlcns 
India Piece (Joods 
Colton (io()(U 
CotionNarn 
Il.imlkcrclnefs 
Skins and Furs 
Flints 
i\lNnli 
Olibamim 
Prussian Blue 
Smalts 
Culeli 
Cochineal 
Camphor 

Stick Lac and Cudbear 
Orngmis Blood 
Cfum Gngal 
Birds Nests 
(linseng 

Beche de Mer J- 
Teak* • - • - 

Rice 

Clocks and Watches 
Straits Produce, &e, (no 
rated). 

Sundry A -tides (not i 

ruled). 

Dollars 





1828-riO. 

• 



East India Company. 

Private Triuler^. , 1 

■POT.AI . 



Quant It ij. 1 

Ihltars. 

Quaniifi/, 

^h!'a}S. 

Vculs, I9‘1,!)V> 1' 


IVculs lli;).425 

2,0!)6,.SI.'i I 

\tuIs;pj:>,5:r) 1 

Clifils 11.101) [l 

^.7li7;i 10 I 

')30l 1,1.' 


_ 


O.DOKflj'-' 

bests, 1 1,10!) 'lo,!)0.s,s 

i 

1 

1 


■{ 

Pcciils, 5,737 1 1 
UiAos 550 1 1 

I20,ll:>| 

Peculs. ;),7:’7 i 
Buses, .>50 

120,11 

1 

- 2!),S77 

101,1-17 

1‘cctil-, 10 1\ 

1,C0I 

Peculs, 29,778 

105,75 

1 

1 

— 25,1H3 1 

1:10,110 

— 1,103 ; 

t 

ri.o.ii) 

--- 20 :;7(> 

1 i:),2( 

i 

— i 

— 

\ 

““ 1 

... 


— 

i 

1 

1 

— « 

— i 

— 

1 

— 


• I 

. - - 1 


— 3,750 i 

20, 250 

*'0 

•26,2.5 




N'filue, 

9,050 

\ <d>ii', 

9,05 

! 

j 

< • 

Peculs, ISJi)!) 

73,JS5J 

is,ui:; 

/ ,3,S;i 

1 

1 


— :VJ,‘Jll 

!)0,.'ii:5 

— :i2,9M 

90,51 


1 

■ - - 1 

. 

- 

19.I0S 

- - 1,21.3 

P9,10 

1 

i 

1 

- 1 

1 

- 

— 0,(11 )."» ' 

1 

152,090 

— 0,(,05 

1.5*2,09 

1 


91,130 

— O.Sf)!’ 1 

197.SIO 

— 13,2 IS 

2S9,:^2 

' 

- 

.. 

— (i,:i73 

.21, Kilo 

— 0,3/ s 

:ii,s9 

' 


- 

— PA) 

;-'o 

— 120 

72 



. 

— 691 

d.SnSO 

09 1 

is,5s 

' 

- - - 

. 

- 50 

1,015 

— 5.> 

0,01 

' 



Value, 

.270.300 

X’aliie, 

37o;si) 

1 

1 

I • 


— 1 

1 







• 

pieces, 1 0/1 17 

1,021,576 

I’ieccs, 2,519 

75,570 

Piecc.s, I7,9:!'i 

1.007,11 

, 


i,;i-n,iii 

— 1,000 

3,000 

-- 101,000 

i,;;52/M 


- ILVdl 

3;{5,(ii() 

— (iOO 

!.),300 

— 12.711 

:i55. 1 1 

j 


■ 








— 7,/jr.o 


Value, 

1 I!',/ 12 

\'aluc, 

190.0) 

( 

1 

Peculs, 1)75 

22,9:.0 

Peculs. 0:10 


IVnil , 1,305 

5S,2:i' 

i 

! 

— 

— 






j 

j 

1 

“ I. 

— 

— 

— 291 

1,110 

291 

l,ll< 


- 

* • 

— 327 

1 ,(ll>.) 

— .32/ 

1 ,03. 

1 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

1 





— 

— 

i - 

i 

- - - 

1 • 

— 2,j:35 

j 12,175 

— 2,135 


j 

• ^ ^ 

! 

! - 

— 8-1 

1 10,020 

— .Si 

, 16,021 


— 

I 


1 

— 

1 ““ 




. - 

.... 



— 

1 — 

1 



— 

— 



1 

I 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 


— 

— 

— 

- 

■ . _ 



1 

1 

• 

1 

— 

Value, 

Id, 100 

Value, 

J 1,1 0(J 


. 

- 


,5:k502 

. 

5:i,5G2 

• 



« 

• 

““ 



L- 

i 

- 

- 

110,259 

- 

116,2.51 

- 

— 

— 

— 

« 

— 

1 


Sp. Drs. 

5,200,127 

Sp, Drs. 

1 0,373, 22J 

^ S[). Dr? 

. 1 ‘21,573,35 

.... 

, , * . - 





, 




( 62 .) 



No.'] .—Quantity and Value of Oi/uim. kc» imported into Canton by the Kast India Com|)any, fiic.— continued. 


■ 


t 

1829-30. 


< 

Pi' ciipiion of Artick% 

•East India Company. 

Private Traders. 

Total. • 

« 

QiuCntit^. 

DoVars, 

Quam'Uif. 

TJoilars* 

(2fmntUij. 

Mlam. 


Peciils,ll<J.Ci92 

1,789.702 

Pecul8,256,313 

3,335,760 

Pccul?,. 376,005 

5,075,512 

Oj lillU 

f 


Chests 15,643 

13,468,924 

Che8'is,'15,613 

13,468,921 

'lill 

- 

■ -{ 

Pecul.s, 5,95 1 ) 
Boxes, 497 J 

J 15,367 1 

Pcculs, 5,95 1 1 
Cbcht?, 497 J 

J 1.5,367 

IrMj - - - 

— 

81,508 

Peculs, 2,7y‘i 

11,168 

Pi culs, 25,433 

92,676 

L<,:in - - “ 

— 21,448 

116^175 

— 2,701 

13,525 

— 24,149 

' 129,700 

Ml'C‘ 1 and Cnlltij 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

IVjij^r - - - 

- 

- 

24 211 

169,477 

— 24,211 

169,177 


- 

- 

— 4i2^ 

16,796 

— 442 

16,796 

U at tans 


- 

— 28,9 il 

86,733 

2s,91l 

86,733 

I>Ml 1 Nut 

. 

- 

1— 43,109 

97,670 

— 43,109 

97,670 

l^i'Ulinck 

. 

- 

— I,.'ifl9 

16,082 

- 1,569 

16,082 

SliiuLs Mn.s^ l i^li Ma\v«, and 

• - - 

- 

— 7,718 

150,902 

— 7,718 

150,902 

Mock 







Sandal Wood 

Pecub:, 1 ,282 

21,375 

— 16,597 

248,955 

— 17,879 

270,3.30 

liLrk iiii.l Red Wood 



— 8,1 IS 

24,354 

-- S.lj.s 

21,354 

SalijU'lrc ^ - 



— 3,990 

43,800 

3,990 

43,H9() 

Ivt.iv 



— 358 

•. 22,196 

— 358 

22,196 

Qulc'lvsllvcr 



— 117 

S,10() 

- 117 

8,190 

IV oN, (!oMiclians, Coral, and 



Value, 

266,023 

Value, 

266,023 

Amber. 

tiiii'.swjiro and Window (ilass 







Jiroiid (doth 

I’ic.cs 15,570 

99<5,854 

Piece?, 1,942 

, 61,086 

Pieces, 17,518 

1,060,940 

JiOi‘<; Ells and Worleys 

— 120,000 

996,671 

. 


— 120,000 

966, 671 

Camlets - - - 

— 12.023 

312,920 

— 551 

16,5.30 

12,571 

329,150 

Sundry WoolltMis 

Bale.**, 4 

225 

• . 

- 

Bales 4 

225 

India Pieca (ioods 

— 

— 

— 

— 

... ■ 

— 

(Jo'lIoii (i<»o<is 

Pieces 22,750 

165,050 

Value, 

47,503 

Value, 

212,553 

(oiumYain 

Pccula, 2,250 

o 

00 

PecuL, 1 82' 

7,826 

Peculs, 2,432 

86.576 

llaiidkcirliids 

— 

— 

.... 

— 

— 

— 

Skins and l'ur> 


• 

Value, 

7,660 

Value, 

7,660 

I'Tmis - - - 

— 


... 

... 

— 

— 

iMuiii 

— 


— 

— 

— 

— 

or.hainiiii 

1 

... 


— 2,447 

9,788 

. - 2,147 

9,788 

Pr'/.^sian Ulne 

— 


— 

— 

-i- 

— 

Smalts 

— 


— 



— 

Cntoli - . - 


— 

— 

— 

«- 

— 

Cochineal 

- 

- 

- 464 

19,809 

- 46J 

19,809 

Camphor - . - 

— 

— 

— 


— 

— 

Stick Lac 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cndl)dar - - - 

— 


MM C 

— 


.... 

l)ra;;ons lllood 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(lUin (logal 

— 



•— 

— 

— 

IVirds Ncsb ■ • 

— 


— 

■— 

— 

— 

(Jin^CMig - - - 

— 

— 

— 

* — 

' — 

— 

llOche do Mer 

— 


— 


— 

— 

'J‘c.ak 

— 

... 

— 

— 

ji. 


Hicc - . 

. 


— 4,322 

6,483 

— 4,322 

6,483 

(Jh/cks and W'atche.s 

. 

v m 

Value, 

18,956 

Value, 

18,956 

Straits Produce, &c# (not sc- ^ 

i 



— 

— 1 


parated). 







Sundry Articles (not enume- 

... 

m m 

Value, 

117,494 

. 

117,494 

rated). 

Dollars 

- ; 

- 

. 

35,000 


.35,000 


Sp.Drs. 

4,479,280 

Sp. Drs, 

18,447,147 

Sp. Drs. 

22,926,427 


C ) 

• t 

, No.I — Quantity and Value of 0|iiuro, &c. imported into Canton by the East India Coiniiany, fic.—confmfd.^ 


iaao-31. 


* Description of Articles. 

s 

1 

Hast India Company. j 

Piivate Trader.^. j 

Total. 

Cqlloii 


Quantity ^ 

Dollars. 

Ql/nu/i/y. 

JMlars. 

Quantiti/. 

DMlurs. 


I’eculs, 146,768 

1,821,276 

Pcculs, 351,409 

3,79(^238 

I'eciils, 493,197 

5,6J/,564 

• 

Opiinii - - * 

ft 


- •{ 

Chests,! 7,453 ■» 
I’cculs, 243 i 

12,222,525 

f Chests, 17,453 ! 
1 1'ccul?, 21.3 ! 


Tin 


- 

• ■{ 

Peculs, 4,395 1 
Boxes, 860 J 

89,670 

n. 

{ IVpu 1<, 4,3!);) 1 
1 lloxef, 33f) 

} 39,670 

Iron 

• • 


— 25,152 

75,455 

Peculs, 4, .5 10 

N 8.0 10 

Peculs, 29,062 

93.495 

Lead 


— 14,589 

68,892 

— • 971 

5,310 

— 1.5,560 

71,232 

Steel 


- 

- 

— 318 

3,49« 

— 318 

3,498 

('utlery 



1 

— 

MM 

— 

— 

Pe|)l)er. 

• .* 

« mm 

• 

- 

— 12,651 

88,557 

— 12,651 

83,557 

Spires 


. 

- 

— 1,265 

43,010 

— 1,265 

1.3,010 

Kaltuns ^ - 


- 

f 

— 8,924 

26,772 

— 8,924 

26,772 

Betel Nut . - 


- 

- 

— 22,380 

83,925 

— 22,380 

83,925 

Pntchuck 

- 

- 

* 

1,866 

22.392 

— 1,366 

22,392 

ijliarks Fins Fish Maws, 

and 

... 


— 7,605 

152,170 

— 7,605 

152,170 

Slock Fish. 






Sanclal Wood - ■ 


. 

. 

— 11,100 

1 14,300 

— ii,iotv 

1 11,300 

Bliiclv*and Red Wood 


— 


— 

MM 

mm 

'r- 

Saltpetre 


• 


— 8,595 

02,31 1 

8,595 

62,31 1 

Ivory 


- 


— 86 

6,020 

86 

6,020 

Quicksilver 



- 

— 17H 

12,810 

178 

12,816 

Pearls, Cornelians, Coral, 

and 

^ . < 


Value, 

111,169 

\ uliu>, 

111,169 

Amber. 






(jlf^sWaro and Window Glass 

§ 


— 

MM 

MM 

.M. 

Broial (!lolli 


Pieces, 15,585 

901,438 

Pieces, 1 ,886 

79,212 

Pieces, 17,471 

98l‘,650 

Lonii Fils and Worleys 


— 150,100 

l,M(>,827 

— 200 

1,600 

— I5t),3()0 

1,118,427 

Camlets 


— I2,00rt 

258,000 

- 1,080 

89,760 

— 16,080 

3 17,760 

aSiindry Woollens 


•M. 

MM 

— 




MM 

India piece Goods 



MM 

— 


MM 

MM 

Cotton Goods 


— 30,000 

150,000 

— 10,936 

99,181 

— 46,936 

219»1HI 

.Colton Yarn 


Peculs, 2,250 

81,000 

Peculs, 267 

11,713 

Pcculs, 2,517 

92,718 

Handkerchiefs 



— 

M. 

MM 

— 

MM 

Skins niul Furs 


. 


Skins, 13,300 

6,650 

Skins, 13,300 

(;,650 

Flints 

• 

— 

MM 

— 

. — 



M- 

Myrrh 




Value, 

1,100 

Viilm- 

1,100 

Olibanuni 

m 

- 

. 

Peculs LH95 

7,580 

Peculs, 1,895 

7,580 

Prussian Blue 



— 

mm 







Smalts and Cutcli 



- , 

mm 

MM 

MM 

— 

(-ochineal 



0* m 

— 67 

26.800 

- 67 

26,800 

Camphor 


- - - 

• • 

Caltie.s 134 

3,082 

Catties, 131 

3,082 

Stick Lac and Cudbear 


_ • 

___ 


_ 

— 

MM 

Drngo.ns Blood 


• 

• 

MM. 

MM 

— 

— 

Gum Ciogal 


— 

— 

MM 

— 

— 

-M 

Birds Nests 


— 


M. 


— 



Ginseng 


— 

— 



— 

— 

BC.che de Mer 



MM 

— 

MM. 1 



MM 

Teak . 



— 

MM 

— 

.M* 

... 

Rice 


• 

- 

Peculs, 24,322 

00,805 

Peculs 21,322 

60,80.5 

Clpcks and Watches 


— 

— 

MM 

MM 

_ 


Straits Produce, &c. (not se- 





T" 



parated). 




• • 




Sundry Articles (not enuinc- 

. 

- 

. Value, 

112,718 

Value, 

112,718 

rated). 







Dollars 

• 

• 

. 

- 

. 

55,000 

... 

55,000 



Sp« Drs. 

4,502,888 

i 

Sp» Drs. 

• 

17,>.*7,612 

•Sp. Drs. 

21,950,530 


( 62 .) 


D 


f.— Quantity and Value of Opii^Dy &c. imported into Canton by the East India Company, ht^^^centinued * , 


Dvsrriptiou of Articles. 

• 

t 


■ 1831 - 32 . 


« 


1 





^ East India Company. | 

Private Traders. | 

Total^ 



^ QuantUy. 

J)oHar$. 

Quantity, 

DoUarst 

Quantity, 

Dollars, 

Cotton r - 


Peculs, 91,974 

1,086,840 

Peculs, 35 1,206 

3,842,935 

Peculs, 443, 180 

4,929,775 

Opium. 


» t . • 


CliesU, 13,946 

11,304,018 

ChfstSjISjd^O. 

11,304,018 

Tin 


- 

■ ■( 

Peculs, 5,032 
Boxes, 2,525 

} 110,163 

/ Peculs 5,032 
IBoxe., '2,525 

} 110,163 

Iron 


—/ 25,189 

68,012 

Peculs, 13,482 

47,187 

Peculs, 38,671 

115,199 

Lead 

• 

— 28,528 

126,794 

— 1,398 

6,965 

— 29,926 

133,759 

Steel • • 



« 

— 2,101 

15,758 

— 2,101 

15,758 

(’iitlery 

■ 


— $ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pepper 

m 

... 

- 

— ' 15,771 

110,397 

- 15,771 

110,397 

Spices 


— 



— 

- • — 


Rattans 


^ m m 

* *• 

— 6,349 

17,459 

~ 6,349 

17,459 

Betel Nut 


. 


— 6,691 

20,073 

— 6,691 

. 20,073 

Pulchuck 

m 

. 

- 

— 460 

5,980 

— 460 

5,980 

Sharks Fins. Fish Maws, 

and 

m • m 


— 4,085 

136,740 

— 4,085 

136,740 

Stock Fiiiht 

Sandal Wood 


. 

. . 

— 6,338 

74,471 

— 6,338 

74,471 

Black and IKd Wood 



— 

— 

— 

— 



Saltpefrc - ■* 


... 

m m 

— 7,068. 

49,476 

- 7,068 

49,476 

Ivory 


. 

m m 

— 368 

26,913 

— 368 

26,913 

Quicksilver 


• - • 

. 

— 178 

12,460 

— 178 

12,460 

Pearls, Cornelians, Coral, 

and 

•m m m 

• * 

Value, 

215,47r) 

Value, 

215,475 

A inber. 




< 

1 


Glass Ware and Window Glass 




. — 

— 

■ ^ 

Broad Cloth 

m 

Pieces, 15,594 

836,570 

Pieces, 7,8 1<5 

242,296 

Pieces, 23,410 

1,078,866 

Long Ells and Worleys 

m 

— 140,300 

1,052,202 


- 

— 140,300 

1,052,292 

('iimlcts 


— 12,040 

234,868 

- 2..621 

70,767 

— 14,061 

305,635 

Sundry Woollens 



— 

— 

— 

•— 


India Piece Goods 



— 

— 


— 

— 

Colton Goods 


— 30.500 

132,883 

V^ilue, 

174,459 

Value, 

307,342 

Cotton Yarn 


Peculs, 3,600 

146,886 

Peculs, 1,252 

52,584 

Peculs, 4,852 

199,470 

Handkerchiefs 




— 

— 

— - 

— ^ ' 

Skins and Furs 


... 

• 

Skins, 20,580 

9,850 

Skins, 20,580 

9,850 

Flints - 


— 



— 


— « 

Myrrh 


1 - • - 

• 

Value, 

7,212 

Value, 

7,212 

Olibnntim 

m 

- 


Peculs, 550 

2,750 

Peculs, 550 

2,750 

Prussian Blue 

m 



— 


— 

— 

Smalts and Cutch 



... 

n 

-- 

— 

— 

Cochineal 


i - 

- 

— 46 

14,444 

- 46 

14,444 

Camphor 


— 

— 

— 

- - — 

. — 

— 

Slick Lac 





— 



Cudbear 


— 

... 


! '• 

— 

— 

Dragons Blood 



— 


! ^ 

— 


Gum Gogal 





— 

— 

— 

Birds Nests 



... 


— 



Ginseng 

jt 


— 

— 

— 

— 


Bdche de Mer 


— 



— 

— 

— 

Teak 


— 

— 




■ — 

Rice 


• 

• • 

Peculs, & 1,496 

128,740 

Peculs, 51,496 

128,740 

Clocks and Watches 

m 

m m m 

• • 

Value, 

11,785 

Value, 

11,785 

Straits Produce, &c. (not' se- 

< ^ 






parated). 


l 





\ 

Sundry Articles (not enunie- 

Vulue, 

6,543 

Value, 

120,096 

Value, 

127,539 

rated). 







Dollars 

- 

m m m 

1 

• 

« « ■ 

16,200 

• 'm • • 

1> • 

16,200 



Sp. Drs. 

3,691,688 

Sp. Drs. 

16,848,553 

Sp. Drs. 

20,540,241 

. 




a 
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• • 

^No.l.— ‘Quantity and Value of ppiuniy &c. imported into Canton by the East India Company, kc»'^ontinue(L 


• » 



• 

1832-33. 

• 


• 

description of Articles. 



1 


1 



• 


East India Company. 

Private 'IVaders. 

ToTAf.. 


« 


QvanU'ly. 

D<tllarf. 

Quanti/y. 

Dollars. 


Didlars. 

^ 'Coy on 


Peculs, 102,108 

1,424,443 

Feculs, 32 1,942 

4,048,132 

Pci'uls, 427,050 

5,47V>75 

Opium - . • - • 

»• 

- 

• 

Chests, 18,579 

12,185,100 

Chests, 18,.)79 

2,185,100 

Tin ■ - 


- 

■ •{ 

Peciils, 5,-9111 
Boxes, 760 

; 91,439 { 

Pcculs, .5,991 
Boxes, 760 

} 91,129 

Iron 


I'eculK, 25,173 

45,311 

Peculs, 6,276 

J8,828 

Peculs, 31, -MO 

61,139 

Lead , r 


— 24,560 

109,155 

— 2,056 

^8,738 

— 26,616 

117,893 

Steel 


• • • 

- 

— . 1,027 

6,162 

— 1,027 

6,162 

Cutlery 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pepper 



- • • 

— 17,601 

127,607 

— 17,601 

127,607 

Spices • - 

* f 

— ^ 

• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rattans 


- 

- 

— 14,918 

11,024 

— 11,918 

41,024 

Betel Nut . 


. 


— 46,989 

199,703 

-- 46,989 

199,703 

Pu\pbuck 



- 

3,273 

44,185 

— 3,273 

41,185 

Sharks Fins, Fish Maw«, 

and 

« * fli 

- 

Vnliic, ! 

176,741 

Value, 

176,741 

^ Stock Fish. 

Sandal Wood 


-- 199 

2,987 

Peculs, 2,075 

22,825 

— 2,274 

25,812 

Black and Red Wood 


• 

- 

— 7,197 

14,994 

- 7,497^ 

14,994 

SnltpAre 


. 

- 

— 1763 

12,311 

1,763 

'^,341 

Ivory 


• 

- 

— 378 

23,436 

— 378 

23,436 

Quicksilver 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pearls, (Jornelians, Coral, 

and 

• 

- • 

Value, 

444,851 

Value, 

4'1'4,85I 

Amber. 


/ 






Glass Ware and Window Glass 


— 

— 

— 

— 


Broad Clotli 


Pieces, 20,:j40 

1.040,704 

Pieces, 7,931 

222,068 

Pieces, 28,271 

1,262,832 

Lon^ Ells and Worleys 


— 150,000 

1,104,166 

— 850 

7,900 

— 150,850 

1,1 12.066 

Camlets 


— 6,000 

96,000 

— 1,290 

24,510 

- 7,290 

120,510 

Suiolry Woollens - 


• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

India Piece Goods 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Colton Goods 


Pieces, 32,000 

144,000 

Value, 

206,141 

Value, 

350,141 

Colton Yarn 


Pcculs, 1,80(J 

70,065 

Pcculs, 1,284 

48,792 

Peculs, 3,08 1 

118,857 

, •Handkerchiefs 


— 

— 

-- 

— 


— 

Skins and Furs 



• 

Skins, 10,000 

5,000 

Skills, 10,000 

5,000 

Fiiivts 


— 

— 

— 

— 

-- 

— 

Mvrrh - . 


— 

— 

— 


— 


Olibanum 

• ’ 

- 

- 

Pcculs, 4,608 

26,496 

Pcculs, 4»C08 

26,496 

• Prussian Blue 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 


Smalts 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cutch 


• • • 

• • 

— 600 

5,600 

— 800 

5,600 

Cochineal 


• • • 


— 46 

12,880 

— 46 

12,880 

Camphor 


— 

— 

— 


— 


Stick Lac and Cudbear 

■ 

i ““ 

— 

— 


— 

— 

Dragons Blood 

m 



— 

— 

— 

— 

* GuniGbgal 

i» 

— 

— 

— 


— 

— 

Birds Nests 

m 

— 

— 

— 

mrm» 

— 

— 

Ginseng 


— 

— 

— 

• 

— 

— 

fidche de Mer 


— 

— 

— 


— 

— . 

Teak . • - ^ 


•JU 

— 

— 


— 

— 

Rice 


- . •. 

m • 

Pcculs, 70,1 18 

147,248 

— 70,118 

147,248 

Clocks and Watches 



- 

Value, 

14,030 

Value, 

14,080 

Straits Produce, &c. (not sepa- 

— 

— 


t 

— 


rated). 




# • 

71,184 


• 

Sundry Articles (not enurae- 

m m m 

• 

Value, 

- 

71,184 

rated;. 







Dollars 

. c> 

■ 

. 

• M 

Value, 

7.500 

« ■ • 

7,500 



Sp. Drs. 

4,036,891 

^^.Drs. 

• 

18,265,495 

* Sp. Drs. 

22,302,386 


* ( 62 .) 


No. J. ^Quantity and V'lilue of Opium, &c. imported into Canton by the East India Company, kc^-^coniinued. 


• 1633-34. 


DMcripUon of Articlefl* 

East India Company. 

Private Traders. 

Total. 

f 


Qmntily, 


Quantiti/. 

Dollars. 

Qiuiniily. 

Dollars. 

( olton - - 

IHuls, 1 1(1,246 

1,842,333 

Peculs 326,393 

4,884,407 

Peculs, 442,639 

6,726,740 

Opium* 

^ ^ m 

- 

Ciiests, 17|613^ 

11,618,716 


11,618,716 

'Fin 

m m m 

- 

Peculs, 5,762 

92,192 

Peculs, 5,762 

92,1!)2 

Iron - - 

— 20,203 

32,324 

— 9,735 

26,285 

— 29,938 

58,609 

Lead - - 

—f 15,454 

66,539 

— -3,893 

15,572 

— 19,347 

82,111 

Steel - - 


- 

— l,48t) 

7,058 

— 1,486. 

7,058 

Cutlery 


« ^ 


— 

— 


Pepper - - 

- 

i 

— 23,122 

190,757 

— 23,122 

190,757 

Spices - - 

- 


629 

16,846 

629 

16,846 

Uatians . - - 

. 

- 

— 13',052 

39.156 

< — 13,052 

39,156 

Betel Nut 

- 

- 

— 57,025 

142,562 

— 67.025 

142,562 

Patch uck - * - 

- 

f 

— 2,105 

28,417 

— 2,105 

. 28,417 

Sharks Fm?, Fish Maws, and 
Stuck Fhh. 

- 

• 

— 6,820 

216,132 

— 6,820- 

216,1,32 

S.mdal Wood 

- 

- 

— 3,680 

41,400 

— 3,680 

41,400 

Black and Red Wood 

— 141 

75 

— 2,634 

7.902 

- 2,775 

7,977 

Saltpetre /:• 

- 

- 

— 6,044 

54,396 

— 6,044 

54;39G 

Ivoryr - - 

• • 

- 

— 84 

6,216 

— 84 

t;,2!6 

Quicksilver 



— 


... 

mm 

Pearls, Cornelians, Coral, and 
Amber. 



Value, 

312,767 

Value, 

312,767 

(flass Ware and Window Glass 

- 

• « 

• • 1 - 

V 12,508 

» m m 

12,508 

Broad Cloth 

PieccF, 17,640 

873,212 

Pieces, 9,574 

268,072 

Pieees, 27,214 

1,141,284 

Long LIIj* and Worleys 

— 121,400 

881,166 

- 10,2:19 

108,468 

— 134,639 

989,634 

Camlets 

— 4,960 

84,320 

- 571 

13,418 

— 5,531 

97,‘738 

Sundry Woollens 

— 

.1^ 

— 

... 

.... 


India J*Iccc Goods 

— 

- - 

— 




Cotton (loods 

— 30,000 

175,000 

Value, 

298,197 

Value, 

473,197 

Colton Yarn 

PccuKh, 1,800 

91,800 

Pecuh, 1,344 

53,760 

Pecule, 3,1 1-1 

145,560 

Handkerchiefs 

— 


— 

— 

Ml 


Skins and Furs 

- 

• 

Skins, 18,069 

17,306 

Skins, 18,069 

17,306 

Flints • - 

— 



... 


■ 

Myrrh - - - 

— 

— 

• ..... 


.... 

- , 

Olibaniim 

. 

- 

Pecule, 4,444 

17,776 

Peculs, 4,414 

17,776 

Prussian Blue 

— . 

— 



--- , 


Smalts - - 

- 

- 

325 

25,025 

— 325 

25,025 

Cutch - - 

— 



... 



Cochineal 

■ ■ • 


-- 42 

’ 14,280 

— 42 

14,280 

Camphor, Slick Lac, Cudbear, 
Dragons Blo.od, and Gum 
(ioga). 




r 



Birds Nests 


* • 

' — • 630 

13,230 

— 630 

13,230 

Ginseng 

— 

— 

— 

-* 



B^che de Mer 



...«• 


, 


Teak 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Rice - - 

. 

m m 

— 158,822 

412,937 

— 158,822 

412,937 

Clocks and Watches 

- 

m m 

Value, 

*. 50,713 

Value, 

. 50,713 

Straits I’roduce, kc. (not sc- 
paraled). 


— 

1 

— 



Sundry Articles (not entime- 
jated). , 

• M ■ 

• 

Value, 

92,169 

Value, 

92,169 

Dollars » 

• 


Value, 

20,500 

Value, 

20,500 



Sp. Drs. 

4,0-16,769 

Sp. Drs. 

19,119,140 

Sp* Drs. 

23,165,909 


East India IIou.Sifi,'l 
J 7th March 1840, J 


Errors excepted, 


JAMES C.MELVILL.' 

Secretary, 
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No. 2. 

•An Account of the Quantitv and V^alue of Tea, and of all other Akticles, and of Tbeasuke, enpoiite 
'from Canton by the East India Company and Phivate THADEHii, in each Year, from IS’iO inclusive t 
tlic latest Time the same can be made out. 


Desjripliou , * 

Articles. 



1820-21. » 


1 

East India C 

ompanv. 

1 

Private 'Prarleis. 1 

To r \i.. 

Quantity. 

Dollars. 

Quantity. * 

^ Dollar*?. 

(Quantity. | 

l)oll.'U’5. 

• * 

'1 C«l • • ■ 

l^eculs, 216,358 

7,m,975 

% 

• 

Peeuls, 19,442 

918,611 

Peeuls, 235,800 

8,813,586 

Rjiw Silk • - . 

• • • 

— 833 

• 

* 397,186 

— 1,523 

l,2tS4,90l 

— 5,356 

l,GH2,0vS7 

Nankeens 

Pieces, 211,000 

186,5.33 

Pieces, ■169,920 

■121, 37-1 

Pieec.s, 680,926 

610,907 

Sugar and Sugar Candy 

Peeuls, 2,200 

24,200 

Peeuls, 92,733 

716,197 

Peeuls, 91,933 

740,697 

(ais^ia and Cassia Buds 

. 

m m 

— 3,091 

97,210 

— 3,991 

97.240 

•Drugs (('hina Root, Gambuge, 
Gallingal, ficc.) 

M ^ 


- - Val 

tc, 62,914 


62,914 

SilkiPiece Goods 


- 


371,529 

. 

■871,529 

'J ortoisc Shell and Scrap 


- 

Peeuls, 104 

76,960 

Peeuls, 104 

76,960 

Pearls^ False Pearls, and (ilass 
Beads. 

- • • 

/ 

• 

- 2,695 

67,375 

— 2,695 

67,375 

China Ware • - - 

- . .Vail 

le 1,426 

. Value, 110,000 

- Value, 111,126 

\\ rfting Pujjer, Kilisols, Toys, 
and Fireworks. 


— 

- - 

- 89,580 


89,580 

South American Copper, (’ni- 
ton Yarn, Opium, Quick- 
silver, lio. 

— 

— • 

— 

— 



Camphor , - - 

- 

- 

— 1,617 

.53,361 

— 1,617 

53,361 

(Cochineal - - - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Vefinilion - - 


t 

— 1,631. 

0.5,360 

— . 1,634 

65,360 

Mother of Pearl Shells 

- 

- 

— 2,Sf)6 

91.712 

— 2,860 

91,712 

Rhubarb - - - 

- 

• 

— 815 

38,305 

-- S15 

38,305 

Alum - - . 



3.800 

11,400 

— 3,SOO 

11,100 

Canes - - - 

• 

- 

No. .50,000 

1,500 

No. 50,000 

1,500 

Mats - . - 

— 

t 

. 

— 

— 

— 

Aniseed 


• 

Peeuls, 350 

3,850 

t 

Peeuls, 3.50 

3,850 

Nutmegs and Cloves 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tulenague ... 

- - ^ 

- 

— 25,952 

363,32*8 

— 25,952 

363,328 

Saltpetre? TobaccojiS^ Cigars, 
Colton Goods. 

• 

• 

• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Brass Leaf or Foil 

- 


— 225 

12,375 

— 225 

12,375 

• 

Siipan Wood - • • 

— 

— 

i -i 



— 

Sundries 

Val 

ue 1,871 

. . Val 

16,217.199 

m m m 

219,070 

Bullion ^ ‘ - 

. - , 

- 

- 

4^6,123 

% 

495,123 


' Sp. 

8,506,191 

0 

Sp. D" 

5,576,194 

TT 

.Sp. D" 

1 14,082,685 

• 


(62.) E 



No, 22. — Account of the Quantity and Value of Tea, and other Articles, &c.y cx|)orted from Canton, SLC^^^continued, 


Description 

of 


t 

• 

1821-22. 


c 

r 


‘ East India Company, 

Private Traders, 

Total. ' 

, Articles, 


• (Quantity. 

Dollftri!. 

Quantity. 

Dollars. 

Quantity. 



Dollars. 

Tea 

. 

t 

TVculs, 195,081 

7,318,504 

PecuK 20,820 

1,037,380 

0 r 

Peculs, 2 15,907 

8,355,884 

Haw Silk 

- 

~ / 802 

398,014 

— 5,S40 

1,570,955 

- 6,742 

1,974,999 

Nankeens 

- 

Pieces, 153,000 

K}0,898 

Pieces, 506,300 

385,564 

Pieces, 659,300 

‘ 516,462 

Sugar and Sugar Candy 

- 

Pcculp, 300 

5,250 

'Peculs, 100,259 

746,230 

Peculs, 100,559 

751,480 

Cassia and Cassia Buds 

• 

- 

- 

-- 5,997. 

133,816 

.-r 5,037 

133„810 

Drugs (China Root, (lainboge, 


m m 

, - - Val 

Lie, 21,938 

« • w 

21,938 

(Jallingal, 

Silk Piece (roods 


Pieces, 100 

1,300 

- • ^ 

- 515,764 

» • • 

■ 517,064 

Tortoise Shell and Scrap 

- 

- 

- 

Peculs, 89 

7.5,650 

Peculs, 89 

7.5,6.50 . 

Pearls;, False IV^rls, and Glass 


, 

— 1,900 

37.240 

— 1,960 

37,2.40 

Bcadv 

China ^V^arc 


. 

. 

— 5,004 

50,040 

— 5,004 

50,040 

Writinc Paper, Kitisols, 'lovs, 

m • m 

. 

. . Val 

lie, 139,750 

- - Val 

ue, 139,750 

and Fireworks. 

South American Copper 


. « - 


Peculs, 2,060 

t 

47,380 

Pt'culs, 2,060 

47,380 

Colton Yarn 



— 

tt 

— 

— 

— . 

Opium, Quicksilver, Tin 

m 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Camphor 


- 

- 

— 963 

34,663 

— 963 

.34,008 

Cochineal 


— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

Vermilion 



• 

Peculs, 2,146 

150,220 

Peculs, 2,146 

150,220 

]\lolhcr of Pearl Shells 


. 

- 

— 2,112 

63,360 

2,112 

63,360 

Rhubarb 



- 

- # 757 

37,760 

- 757 

37,760 

Alum 


. 

- 

— 8.830 

30,905 

I — 8,830 

30,90.5 

Canes 


m m m 

- 

No. 19{r,000 

5,880 

No. 196,000 

5,880 

Mats 


— 

— 

— 

c 

— 

— 

Aniseed 


« « • 

- 

Peculs, 272 

2,720 

Peculs, 272 

2,720 

Nutmegs and ('loves 


— 

— 

-i- 

t 

— 

— 

Tutennguc 



- 

— 9,228 

129,192 

— 9,228 ' 

129,192 

Saltpetre 


1 

•— 

— 

— 


— 

Tobacco and Cigars 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Colton Goods 


— 

— 

■M (■ 

— 

• 

— 

Brass Leaf or Foil 


. . • 

- 

— 549 

30,195 

— 549 

30,195 

Sapan Wood 


— 


- 

— 

— 


Sundries 


« « « 

Value, 900 

- ^ Val 

ue,436j86G 

. 

437,766 

Bullion 


• • • 

- 

. 

480,560 

m* m m 

480,560 ‘ 



Sp. D" 

7,854,896 

Sp-D"* 

0,170,083 

S|i. D" 

14,024,929 
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Na2>— Accoupt of the (Quantity and Value of Tea, aud other Articles, &c., exported from (^aotoo, Ac. — foutiiiKed, 


• » 

Description 

. • of 

Articles. 

‘ ^ 


• 

18Sg-23. 


• 

Fast India ('ompany. 

Ihivaic Traders. • I 

'J'uT M, 


Quantity. 

IX^IlinN. 

Quantity. 

l)f)Il9TS!. 

(Quantity. 


• • • 




t 



Tea ■ • - - 

Peculx 2()(),8.').1 

7,738,570 

Pecul.s 15.913 

748,540 

Peculs, 222, 700 

8,187.110 

Raw Silk 

• • 

— S.Sd’ 

25i<.7.''> 1 

— 1,016 


— 5,110 

1,5 12,74 1 

Nankeens - - - 

Pieces, 120,000 

103,770 

Piece's^ 10 1,778 

367,185 

Pieces, 524,778 

471,25.1 

Sugar and Sugar Candy 

Peetds, 2, 1 fjU 

^ 2:>,40(> 

Peculs, fi9.l9S 

R28.34‘l 

I’eculs, 71,348 

051,714 

Cassia Tind (Cassia Buds • • - 

« • * 

- 

l,8G7 

126,542 

— I,S07 

126,512 

Drugs (China Root, Gamboge, 
(iaUIngud, 8ic«) 

. 

- --i 

. . \- 

line, 8,799 

- 

8,799 

• 

Silk Piece (loods 

Pieces, 2,10 

4,000 


- 378,420 


382, 12t) 

Tortoise Shell and Scrap 


- * 

Peculs, 37 

29,600 

Peculs, 37 

29,600 

]*eai1s, False PearB, and Cilass 
Bdflds. 

• 

- 

_ l.BAJ 

37,660 

— l,8«il 

37.000 

ft 

China Ware ... * 


- 

— 4.,01I 

40,110 

4,011 

•10,1 

AFritijig.lhipcr, Kitisols, Toys, 
aiul Fire Wt)rks. 

- 

. 


Val 

ie, 101,600 

Vii! 

lie, 101,6110 

South American C^[’per 

- . 


— 

— 

— 

— 

Cotfon Yarn 


_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Oj)ium, Quicksilver, Tin 

— • 


— 

— 

— 

— 

(Camphor . - - 

- 

• 

— 535 

10,050 

— 5. '1.5 

10,051) 

Cochineal 



— 

— 

— 

— 

' Vermilion - * • 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Mother of Pearl Shells * i 

- 

- 

850 

25,500 

— 850 

25,500 

Rhubarb 

. 


— lOS 

7.430 

— 108 

7,130 

Alum . . - 


- 

— 11,905 

35,715 

— 11,90,1 

.'>.1,7 1 5 

(^'incs - - 

• 

- 

- \ 

^tlue, 4,000 

. 

1,000 

jMats - ■ . ’ 

• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Aniseed .... 

. 

- 

. — 705 

7,050 

— 705 

7,05(» 

Nuti^egs and Cloves 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tutenague 

• - • 


1,799 

23,087 

— 1,799 

23,387 

Saltpetre - - - j 

-- 

— 

— 


— 

— 

Tobacco and f’igars 

« 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

Cotton Goods 

• 

• 

— 

— 

— 


— 

Brass Leaf or Foil 

- 

- 

^ 220 

11,880 

— 220 

1 1,880 

Sapan Wood 

— 

— 


• 

■ 

• 

Sundries - * - 

- 

Value, 502 

- Value, 280,399 

- - Val 

ue, 280,961 

Bullion • • 

: 

- ’ - 

. 

234,600 

- 

231,600 

' 

Sp.p" 

y, 129,056 

« 

Sj\ 

4,397,701 

Sp. 

12,526,75/ 


( 62 .) 
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No. 2.— Account of the Quunlily and Value of and other Articles, &c., exported from Canton, kc^^coniinued: 




1823 - 24 . 


Description 

of 

Articles. 

f 

j East India Company. 

Private Traders. 

j Total. 

/ Quantity. 

Dolliirj;. 

Quantity. 

Dolliurs. 

Quantity. 

1. 

Dollarjfc' 

Ten 

« 

Peciils,223,878 

8,3<I2,535 

Pccul?, 16,862 

713,283 

r f 

Peculs, 240,730 

9,075,818 

Uaw Silk 

' 597 

280,896 

— 2,014 

1,082,254 

— 3,211 

1,369,150 

Nankeens - - - 

Pieces, 2,000 

* J,888 

Pieces, SCO, 000 

626,992 

Pieces, 862,000 

628,880 

SiiLjor and Sugar Candy 

- 

10,7rtf 

Peculs, 52,511 

458,738 

- . Vail 

lie, 469,518 

Cassia and Cassia Ihids 


• 

-- 5)505 

225,885 

Peculs, 8,505 

225,885 

Drugs (fialliugal, CJainboge, 

• • • 

• • # 

. . Va 

liie, 13,825 

Va 

luc, 13,825 

Turmciic, kc.) 

Silk I'iccc Goods 

"mm 



- 168,793 


- 168,793 

Tortoise Shell and Scrap 

- 

- 

- I02>> 

82,000 

— 102J 

82,000 

IVarls, False U'jarls, and Glass 



— 1.427 

28,540 

— 1,427 

28,540 

Jicads 

(diina Ware 

# « « 

m m 

< 

— 6,245 

62,450 

— 6,245 

1 

62,450 

UViting I’apc r, Kitisols, Toys, 

^1 






and Firework?. 

•South American Coj)|)er 

r-- 


1 

y 



Cotton Yarn, Opium, Quick- 

•mmm 


i 




silver, Tin. 

( amj>hor • - - 

m m m 

m m 

- 2,975 

92,225 

- 2,975 

92,225 

t ochincal 

m ^ m 

- 

— 45 

31,500 

— 45 

31,500 

\’eimilion 

m m m 


— 301 

13,680 

— 304 

13,680 

Mother of Fcarl Sheiks 

- 

- 

— 2,316 

46,320 

- 2,316 

46,320 

Rhubarb - - - 

. 

- 

— 311 

23,870 

— 341 

23,870 

Ahjui - - 

- . - 

- 

— !),359 

28,077 

— 9,359 

28,077 

(ancs - - . 

- 

m m 

• 

2,500 


2,500 

Mats „ - • 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

Aniseed - • • 

- 

- 

- 388 

'5,432 

— 388 

5,432 

( loves and Nutmegs 

— 


— 

— 

— 

— 

Tutenaguc 


- 

— 10,151 

142,114 

— 10,151 

142,114 

Saltpetre 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

'J obacco and Cigars 

t 


— 

— 

-- 

— 

Cotton Goods 

— 

— 


— 

mr. 


Jirass Leaf or Foil 

- . . 

- 

— ‘210 

10,920 

— 210 

10,920 

S.ipap Wood 

" f " • 

t y 

-- 567 

1,701 

— 567 

1,701 

Sundries 

. 


• • V^alt 

le, 154,000 

. 

. 154,000 

Bullion • • . 


• 

. - - 

2,618,500 


2,618,500 

>• 

' 

/ ' 

Sp. 

8,662,100 

Sp. D'‘ 

V 

6,633,599 

Sp. D“ 

15,295,699 


No. 2.-AccoHni of il.e Quantity an d’value ori'ea. and other Articles, ^c.. exported from ( anion. 


* Description 


• 

l^i4-25. 

• 




1 ' 


-- 

_ . . . — 

. • of 

Articles. 

• 

— - - - •— - - 

Fast India Company. 

iVivate Trader.';. • 

— • 

^ Tdt.m 


(iufintity. 


Quiiiitiiy. 


UuiiHtity. 

J4?)llar.. 

• • 

/ 



» 



Tea 

Pccul8,21t>,27 1 

7,'J.iG,‘JdS 

Peculs, 17.481) 

918,330 

1 

IVculs, 233,760 j 

8,90 1,578 

Raw Silk 

• • 

- 

- 

— 

* 810,070 

— 3,505 

816,070 

Nankeens 

l^ieees 5,000 

d,722 

Pieces, *5 74, 740 

41(i.059 

Pieces, 579,7 10 

•1.50,781 

Sugar and Sugar dandy 

’ 

, 3,158* 

Peculs, 79,848 

7!) 1,355 

1 

7!) 1,8 13 

Cassia Tind ('a.ssi‘.i Bulls • •- 


- 

— 3,Sar> 

103,008 

Peculs, 3,855 

103,008 

Drugs ((iallingal, Gamboge, 
Turmeric), &c- 

» 

- k 

- . Vail 

ic 2tS.()I4 

Val 

Lie 28,014 

• 

Silk Piece Goods 

- 

- 

. 

325,758 

- 

325,758 

Tortoise Shell and Scrap 

- 

- 

I’eculs, S.S 

88,200 

Peculs, 98 

88,200 

Peaiis, Fal>c Pearls, and (ilass 
RAds. 


— 


— 


• 

China Ware - - - 


— 

— 


— 


Writing Paper, Kilisols, Toys, 
and Fircvvmks. 

» • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.South American (’opper 

• 

— 

— ■ 


— 

— 

(•otfon Yarn, Opium, Quick- 
sih'er, and Tin. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Camphi»r 

- 

- 

J,010 

32,320 

— 1,010 

32,320 

Cochinc.il 

- 

- 

230 

138,000 

— 230 

13.8,000 

Vermilion 


- 

Boxes, 440 

10,360 

Boxes, 440 

10,360 

Mother of l*earl Shells 

- 

- 

I’eculs, 95 1 

23,775 

Peculs, 951 

23,77.. 

Rhbbarl) - - - 

- 

- 

— 355 

21,300 

— 355 

21,300 

Alum 



— 10,168 

35,588 

10,108 

.35,588 

Canes . , . 

- 

• 

No. 200,500 

7,815 

No. 200 , .jOO 

7,81.5 

Mats 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Aniseed - - ' . 

» 

- 

Pcculs, 370 

3,330 

Pccula, .'170 

3,330 

Cloves and Nutmegs 

, . — 

• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tutenague - - - 

- 

- 

— 504 

7,014 

— 50 1 

7,6 M 

Saltpetre - . - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tobacco and Cigars 

- 

- 

- 756 

0,700 

— 750 

6,700 

Cotton'Gtiods mm 

t 

• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Brass Leaf or Foil 

t 

- 

— 360 

20,880 

— 360 

20,880 

Sapan Wood 

— 

— 

» "T 

- 

• — 


Sundries • - • 

m ^ m 

- • 

Value, 161.510 

- - Value, 161,516 

lJullion - - . - 

• 

m m m 

- 

. 

1,743,357 

. . . 

1.713,357 


Sp.D" 

7,964,428 

• 

Sp,D« 

5,790,009 

• 

Sp, 

13,763,437 


(62.) F 



( ) 

t ■ • 

N\>. 2.— Account of the Quantity and Value of Tea, and other ArlicJcs, &c., exported from Canton, &c. — confi//«ed. 


Dc'^rription 

of 

f 

Anicle*. 


t 

t 


18‘25-‘26. 



f 

East India ( ompany. 

Private Traders* 

TotaU. 

0 

Quantity. 

Dollars. 

Quiiiitily. 

Dolkirs. 

Quantity. 

Dollars.^^. 

Tea 

f 

Pcculs, 209,779 

7,251,869 

Peculs 19,229 

\ 

873,961 

# < 

Peculs, 229,008 

8,125,830 

Kaw Silk 

- 

ff 

- 

— 6,985 

2,068,250 

— 6,985 

2,068,250 

Nankeens 

Pieces, 7,000 

• 7,198 

Piece?, 489,000 

509,375 

Pieces, 496,000 

516,573 

Sugar and Sugar Candy 

- 



Peculs, 89,000 

679,000 

Peculs, 89,000 

679,000 

Cassia and Cas:»ia Buds 

- 

- 

- 

— rDss 

201,905 

. — 7,025 

204,905 

Drugs (fiallingal, Oanibogc, 
Turmeric), 

- 

■« 

• • 

- . Value, 16,624 

•1 

. . Value, 16,624 

Silk Piece (loods 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 269,694 

. - -- 269,694 

'J ortoise Shell and Scrap 

- 

• 

« m 

— 59 

59,000 

— 59 

59,006 

Pearls, Palse f^earls, and Glass 

- 

- 

- 

— 1,550 

30,000 

— 1,530 

30,000 

f 

C’hina Ware 

- 


- 

mm- 

50,000 

- 

50,000 

Wriiii»g Paper, Kitisols, Toys, 
and Pi reworks. 


— 

— 

— 


— 

. — 

South American Copper 


— 

— 




— 

Colton Vurn, Opium, Quick- 
silver, and I’in, 


— 

— 


— 

— 

— 

Camphor • . . 

- 


• 

f 

— 2,310 

80,850 

— 2,310 

80,850 

Cochineal 

- 

- 

- 

— 230 

138,000 

— 230 

138,000 

Vermilion 

- 

- 

- 

Boxes, 286 

24,310 

Boxes, 286 

24,310 

Mother of Pearl Shells 

- 

- 

• m 

Peculs, 2,100 

31,500 

Peculs, 2,100 

31,500 

Rhubarb 

- 

- 

- 

273 

19,110 

— 273 

19,il0 

Alum - - . 

- 

■ 4 • 

- 

— 11,436 

40,026 

— 11,436 

40,026 

(Janes 


— 

— 

• 


— 

— 

Mats - • - 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Aniseed 

- 

- 

- 

— 572 

' 5,148 

— 572 

5,148 

Cloves and Nutmegs • 

- 

- 

. ■ . 

— ^ 600 

45,000 

- 600 

45,000 

Tutenague 

• 

- 

- 

- 300 

3,900 

— 300 

. 3,900 

Saltpetre 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tol)acco and Cigars 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Colton Goods 


— 

— 

' i 

1 

*. j 



■ — 

Brass Leaf or Foil - 

- 

- 


— 206 j 

11,946 

— 206 

11,948 

Sapan Wood - i - 

-1 

( 


- 496 

J,488 

- 496 

1^488 

Sundries 

- 

- 

Valuci 9 % 

- - Value, 102,000 

> • Value, 102,996 

Rullfon - - 

- 

- 

- 

- - — 

4,341,000 

— 

4,341,000 

_ 

1 


Sp.D" 

7,260,063 

Sp.D» 

9,605,089 

Sp-D*^ 

16,865,152 


( ‘^3 ) 


t ■ 9 

^ No^. J.— Account of tlic Quantity and Value of Ten, and other VrticltK, litc , exported iroui * anton, fie. — ctjnlinuciL 


» 

• • 

Description 


• 


• 



1 


■ 1 


■ 

• of 

Kasl. India ( 'ompany. I 

Private 'I’raders. • 

Tutvl. 

Anicius. 

1 

- -- - 


• 

- - ' 

- 

9 

(^uuntiiy. 

Dollars. 

Ciuiintity. 

Doll.j-s. 


Dofliirsi. 

9 

^ » • 

Tea ■ - - - 

I'e^s, 3U0,7S8 

y,9-7,o:>8 

Peculs, ‘Jli,.) 1 a 

• 

1,073,905 

IVculs, 327,304 

ii,ooo,yo3 

Haw Silk 

- 

- 

— 

roiii.'j'jo 

— 3,131 

1,061,920 

Nankeens 

Pieces, 5,000 

4,8C4 

lleccs, !>(!:., 300 

201,(128 

rieces, 2/0,300 

206,492 

Sugar and Sugar Candy 

Peculs, 50 

, 824’ 

I’eculs, I3(i,0y3 

1 

1,045,930 

I’eculs, 130,113 

1,010,754 

f 

Cassia* ?<nd Cassia Buds • r- 


- 

— 5.031 ! 

93,073 

— 5,031 

93.073 

Drugs (China Root, Gullingal, 
Turiuerio). 

< 

- - • 

V'alue, li3,0G() 

1 

Value, 23,06G 

1 

• 

Silk l*iecc Goods 

- 

- 


256,140 

- 

. 256,110 

l^rtoisc Shell and Scrap 

• 

• 

Pecul.**, 1 iS 

18.000 

PecuU. IS 

18,000 

Pearls, False Pearl.s, and Glass 
Ikatls. 

- 


i,i:o 

2cS,100 


•28,100 

China W’arc 

. 


- 

30,000 

- 

30,000 

South American C opper 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Writing Paper, Kitisols, Toys, 
and FireworKs. 

• 



35,000 


35,000 

C'ottdn Yarn, and Gpiunr 



— 

— 

— 

— 

(Quicksilver, and Tin 

— 

— 

— 




— 

Camphor - » 


- 

Peculs, J,02l) 

33,1.50 

I'eculs, 1,020 

33,1.50 

(Jochintul 

- * 

- 

137 

82,200 

137 

82,200 

Vermilion 


■ ■ 1 

— 580 

52,200 

— 580 

52,200 

Mother oi Pearl Shells 

- • • 

1 

— 2,000 

30,000 

2,000 

30,000 

Rhubarb 

. 

- 

— 318 

31,800 

— 318 

31,800 

, Alum . - - 

* 

- 

— 15,88-1’ 

55,504 

— 15,894 

55.591 

Canes - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Mats . - - 

» 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Aniseed 


- 

-- :>S7 

10,506 

— .5fi7 

10,506 

('loves, and Nutmegs 

• • 


— 100 

.'(0,000 

400 

30,000 

• 

Tutenague 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

Saltpetre 

— 

— 

— 


— 

— 

Tobacco and Cigars, and Cotton 
Goods.* m m 

f 

• 

— 

— 

— 

-r- 

•*— 

Brass Leaf or Foil - 

- 

* - 

— 210 

12,180 

— 210 

12,180 

Sapan Wood 

- 

m m 

- 500 

9 » 

V500 

500 

1,500 

Sundries 

- Value, 1,739 

r - - Value, 98,000 

- . Value, 99.739 

Bullion - - , • 

• 


- 

— 

4,019,000 

- 

4,019,000 


Sp.])" 

9,93*1,185 

t 

Sp.D" 

8,320,252 

* Sp.D" 

18,260,737 


• (C2.) 



( ) 

1 

• • t 

No. 2. — *\oroinii of ilie Quantity and Value of Tea, and other Articles, &c., exported from Canton, &c. — con/wMcd, 


Dtihcriptioii 

of 

-Arriclos, 

t 

fl 


18‘27- 

28. 


--- -- 

FjiM India C’ 

)mpany. 

Private Traders. 

Tot A I 

' (iuaiitUy. 

Dollars. 

Quanfity. 

Dollars. 

Quantity. 

r . 

Doll.ii'v '' 


» ] 




r 


'iea 

I'kcuIs, 2.iO,!nG 

S,74j,I48 

Peciils, 16,070 

692^67 

I’cculs, 266,986 

9, 43/’, 915 

Raw iJilk 

- 

- 

— .V'70 

1,115,220 

— 3,570 

1,145,220 

Nankivn.i 

1‘icccs, 3,500 

• 3,0(i:i 

Pieces, 7o8,OOU 

649,898 

Pieces, 761,500 

653,501 

Sugar and Sugar (.audy 

Peculs, 37 

52/ 

Pcculf^ 43,5.09 

317,874 

Peculs 43,596 

318,396 

(.'as>iii and Ca.isia liuds 

. 


— 

72,960 

•— 3,684 

72,960 

l)n];;s ((dnii.'i Root, (iallingal, 

- • > 

- • 

Value, 22,902 

- Value, 22,902 

T'unncric). 







Silk ric'ce Goods 

- 

- 


- 280,92.) 

— 

280,925 

Tortoise Shell and Sera]) 


" 

56 

56,000 

— 56 

56,000 

J*earls, False fearl?, and Glass 



— bOO 

16,000 

— 800 

16,000 








China Ware 

- 

- 

Value, 49,100 

- Value, 49,100 

South American Copper 

— 

M. 

t - 

— 

- 

Writing Faper, Kitlsols, Toys, 

» . * 

m 

. - 

- 38,086 


38,086 

and Fireworks. 



c 




(.'ouou Yarn 

— 

— 

— 

— 


— 

Opium - - - 

— 

— 

— • 

— 


- 

Quicksilver aud Tin 

— 

— 

— 


— 

— 

Ciu<)]»kor 

- 

- 

— '8S5 

26,550 

— 8S5 

26,550 

Cochineal 

“ 1 

- 

- 147 

73,500 

— 147 

73,500 

Vermilion 

- 

- 

Boxes, 460 

20,240 

Boxes, 460 

20,240 

iMotl'.er of IViul 

. 

- ! 

I*eculs, 275 

4,125 

Peculs, 275 

4,125 

Klmb.irl) 

- 

- 

— 262 

17,030 

-- 262 

17,030 

Alum - - - 

— 

— 

— * 

— 

— 

— 

Canes . - . 

- 

- 

No. 241,000 

, 3,615 

No. 241,000 

3,615 

Mats: - - - 

. 

- . • 

- - ' Value, 3,584 

Value, 3,581 

Aniseed, Cloves, and Nutmegs 

— 

— 

*— 

— 


. — 

•Tuicnaguc 


— 

— 

— 

— 

PM 

Saltpetre - - n 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

tobacco and Cigars, and Cotton 

PM 

... 





Goods. 



, 



• 

Brass Leaf or Foil 

. 


Peculs, ■ 265 

15,370 

Peculs, 265 

1.5,370 

Sapan Wood - ■ - 

i. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

r" 

Sundries - • ■ 

i 

Value, 866 

- - Value, 48,875 

- - Value, 49,741 

Bullion - - - 


• m 

— 

6,102,146 

- 

- 6,102,146 


Sp.D" 

8,750,139 

8p.D" 

1 

9,656,767 

Sp-D" 

18,406,906 


( 25 ) 

• • 

Ho. 2.— Account of the Quantity and Value of Tea, and other Articles, &c.^ exported from Canton, &c,— contitroed. 


• • 

* 



0 

• 

• 

Description 








1 


. 1 



* of 

Pkist India Company. 

Private Traders, 

Total. 

Articles. 



1 



• 

• 

« « 

Qiiintity. 

Dollars, 

Qui'uitity. 1 

Dollars. 

tjuantily. 

•OoU.-.rs. 

Tea 

I^uls,222,'.’34 

7,037/151 

Peculs, 21, 068 

tS70,S60 

• 

l*ccul», 24 7,202 

8, .808,320 

Raw Silk , » 


- 

- 7,248 

2, .'129,289 

- 7,248 

2,529,289 

Nankeens - . - 

Pieces, 4,000 

4,122 

Pieces, 057,005 

648,780 

Pieew, 96 1,00.5 

6*52,011 

Sugar iintl Sugar Candy 


% 

Pccitls. 76,237 

660,370 

l*ecmls, 76|037 

660,372 

• • • 

Cassia and Cassia Riids 

■ 


— 0,123 

140,075 

- 9,123 

140,075 

Drugs (Clyna Root, Gallingal, 


• 

Val 

uc, 32,365 

Value, 32,365 

1 

Turmeric)t. 



1 




Silk Piece Goods 

- 


1 

460,702 

1 

460,702 

• 

Tortoise Shell and Scrap 



47^1 

47,500 

474 

% 

47,500 

i*earlai False Pearls, taud Glass 

- - - 


Value, 46,307 

Vul 

uc, ^37 

Beads. 

• 


1 


1 


Cliina Ware 

- 


. . 

24,334 

— 

. 21,3.31 

South American Copper 



^ 2,000 

50,000 

— 2,000 

*50,000 

Writing Pajjer, Kitisols, 'I'oys, 

• 


Va 

luc, 90,182 

Va 

110, 90,1.82 

and Fireworks. 

# 






• 

Cotton Yarn 

• 


- 377 

31,000 

- 377 

.34,000 

Oj)iiiin - - - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 


Quicksilver . - - 

— 

-- 

— 

— 

— 


Tin 

— 


— 


— 


Camphor - - - 


j . 

— 4,514 

1 12,850 

— 4,514 

112,850 

Coohineal . . - 



118 

47,200 

118 

47,200 

Vermilion - - - 



Boxes, 1,347, 

50,268 

Boxes, 1,347 

59,268 

* Mother of Pearl Shells 



Peeuls, 1,700 

20,0.53 

Peculs, 1,700 

29,053 

Rhubarb - - - 



— 1,249 

79,936 

— 1,249 

79.936 

Alum - - . . 


• • 

^ 17,525 

35,050 

- 17,525 

3.5,050 

Canes 


« m 

No. 406,000 

4,500 

No. 406,000 

4,500 

^Mats * . - 


m m 

Sets, 12,100 

5,075 

Sets, 12,100 

5,075 

Aniseed, Cloves, and Nutmegs, 

— 


— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuteuague, and Saltpetre. 




• 



Tobacco and Cigars. 

• 

— 

— 

— 

— 


• • m mm 







Cotton Goods 

* 






IVass Leaf or Foil 

- 


Peculs, 189 

11,280 

• 

Peculs, ‘5;, 18S 
. \ " 

11,280 

* . • 

Sapan Wood 

— 

— 

• — • 




Sundries . - - 

• • • 

258 

. . Value, 232,191 

Valw \449 

1 

Bullion V • 

mm* 

. .. 


-4,705,727 

J • 

- 

- 4,705,727 


Sp# D" 

7,941,831 

Sp. D” 

10,957,814 

’ Sp. 

18,899,645 

• 


( 62 .) 


G 


( 2G ) . . 

t ■ * 

No.?.— Account of the Quantity and Value of Tea, and other Articles, &c., exported from Canton^ &c.*-«co7i/kur^. 


Description 

of 

% 

t 


• 

18294)0, 


» 

East India Company. 

Private Traders. 

Total 


, Articles. 

Quantity. 

Dollars. 

Quantity. 

Dollars. 

Quantity. 

Dollars, ' 

Tea . - - 

l*cculs,230,181 

t 

7,752,422 

Peculs, 22,398 

706,()!)2 

Peculs, 252,582 

8,458,514 

Raw Silk 

m m m 

- 

- 5,990 

1,879,880 

5,990 

1,879,880 

Nankeens 

Pieces, 1,500 

IMi 

Pieces, 703,4 .‘»0 

492,415 

Pieces, 704,950 

493,959 

Sugar and Sugar Candy 

Pccnls, 1 00 

1,028^ 

Peculs, 172, 195 

1,439,737 

Peculs, 172,295 

1,440,765 

(jissia and Cassia Buds 

- 

- 

— 11,20/ 

146,291 

- 11,207 

M6,29l 

Drugs (Turmeric, ("iallingal, 

... 

. 

... - v» 

luc, 38,170 

- - . Vii 

lie, 38,170 

Musk, ^c.) 

Silk I*icce Goods 

Pieces, 75 

630 


• 439,6/5 

1 

1 

- 4in,3(i.> 

I'ortoise Shell and Scrap 

- 

- 

Peculs, 26| 

29,425 

Peculs, 26J 

£9,42.'- 

Pearls Jl^'iilse Pearls, ami Glass 

. • • 


- - - Vn 

lue,92 553 

- . . Va 

lue, 92,553 

Bea(ls. 

m m m 



- .30,129 

. . . ' 

- 30,129 

China Ware 

W^rillng Paper, Kitisols,''Toys, 

m m m 

- 


228,015 


228,015 

and Fireworks. 

South American Copper 

M « « 



- 87,396 


87,390 

Cotton yarn • - - 

— 



— 

— 

— 

Opinm . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Quicksilver - - - 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tin 



Peculs, 500 

9,572 

Peculs, 500 

9,572 

Camphor 



- 3,542 

90,321 

— 3,542 

90,321 

Cochineal • - - 



- 57 

19,950 

- 57 

19,950 

Vermilion 



Boxes, 2,509 

115,414 1 

Boxes, 2,509 

115,414 

Mother of Pearl Shells 



Peculs, 1,559 

27.282 

Peculs, 1,559 

27,282 

Rhubarb 



— 1,032 

67,080 ! 

— 1,032 

67,080 

Alum 



— 9,359 

18,718 

— 9,359 

18,718 

1 

Canes 



No. 365,750 

■ 7,578 

No. 365,750 

7,578 

Mats 



— 13,500 

4,650 

— 13,500 

4,650 

Aniseed, Cloves, Tulenague, ^ 



■ 




... 

and Saltpetre. 

'i'obacco and Cigars 





— 


Cotton Goods 

— 

— 

— ^ 

— 


— ) 

Brass Leaf or Foil - 

. 

- 

Peculs, 182 

10,920 

Peculs, 182 

10,920 

S<ipaii\VooA - ‘ - 

‘ - 1 

1 -4 

1 

— 

— 

- 

i. 

Sundries 

- 

\ 

I/O 

j - . Va 

lue, 204,790 

- - - VaJ 

ue, 204,960 

Bullion - - « 

( 

t 

92,726 


-6,735,100 

j 

* * ■ « 

•| 

I 

- 6,827,826. 

L 

* 

Sp. 

7,848.520 

• 1 

Sp. D" j 

« 1 

|l2,92I,153 

Sp. D" 

20,769,673 


( 27 ) 


JJo. 2.— Account of the Quantity and Value of Tea, and other Articles, &c,, exported from Canton, kc.TcoutiHueil. 


• • 

• 

Description 

• 

of 


• 

• 

18:30-31. 

• 

i 

East India Company. 

Private Traders. • 

'rOTAl. 


Articles, 

$ 

Uiiantity. 

Dollars. 

(bi.'intify. 

J ]k)ll(irs. 

)• 

4)t.ll.irs. 

i ' ' - hi 

Tea - - 

/ 

Pecnls, 228,571 

7.961, d85 

Pecuh, 20,6 M 

6/3,880 

I’ecnls, 2 19,188 

8, 638, .Of;: 

Raw Silk ^ ^ - 


- 

— 6,663 

1,567,920 

— (),668 

1, 567,921 

Nankeens - - - 

- 

- 

Pieces, 925,200 

536,616 

Oioces 925,200 

536,6 li 

Sugar and Sugar Candy 

— 1)6’ 

1, ■'!!.■{ 

PccuKM3,t61 

952,520 

I’cciil^, 143,560 

953,75. 

Cassia and Cassia Bud.s * * - 

• 

- 

— 11,385 

111,80.3 

— 11.385 

111,80. 

Drugs (Tumeric, Gallingal, 
Muski &c.) 

- 


. Val 
1 

ne, 16,435 

- \ :d 

1 

le, hi, 13 

Silk Piece Goods 

Pieces, 37 

465 

1 

- 465,195 


165,66 

Tortoise Shell and Scrap 

- 

- 

Peculs, 12^' 

1 1,025 

1 

IVcuK, 12^1 

1 1,02 

Pearls, False Pearls, and Glass 
^Beads. 

- 

- 

1 

. - > Value, 55,6 l.'l 

1 

- - Value, 55,61 

' 1 

China Ware 

- 

- 


31,076 

1 

-*^31,07 

Writing Paper, Kitisols, Toys, 
and Fireworks, 

1 

- 


150,620 

1 

• 

- 150,62 

South American Copper 


- 

Peculs, 3,002 

78,052 

Peculs, 3,002 

78.05' 

Cotton Yarn 

« 

— 

— 

— 

— 

p— 

(Jpium 

• 

- 

Chests, 10 

5,600 

Chests, 10 

5,60 

Quicksilver - 




— 

— 


Tin 



Pcculs, 756 

12,096 

Peculs, 756 

12,09 

Camphor . - - 

• - • - 


^ 2,043 

49,032 

— 2,043 

49,03 

i’ochincal ^ - 



— 38* 

11,550 

38-1 

11.55 

Ye.rmilion . - - 

- - ■ * 


Boxes, 3,155 

132.510 

Boxes, 3,155 

132,51 

Mother of Pearl Shells 

m 


Peculs, 1 , 1 31 

22,681) 

Pcculs, 1,134 

22,6.^ 

Rhubarb - - - 



— 1,V,3I 

90,508 

— 1,331 

90,5 

Alum . - - 

t 


^ 11,779 

23,558 

— 11,779 

23,5 

(!ane$ . . - 



- Vj 

due, 10,124 

- Value, 10,1 

1 

Mats • - . 

- - • 


- - 

1 

- 14,558 


- 11,5 

• • 

Agiseed - - - 



Peculs, 2,783 

33,396 

Peculs, 2,783 

33.3: 

Cloves - - - 

- - - 


— 794 

15,880 

— 794 

15, y; 

Tuteoague - 



2, 100 

10,200 

— 2,401) 

19,2' 

Saltpetre 

• 


— 1,264 

8,216 

— . 1,264 

■8,2 

Tobacco and Cigars • 

• 

• 


- V 

^alue, 8,300 

. A 

'aluc, 8,;^ 

• Cotton Goods 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Brass Leaf or Foil 


i 

Boxes, 39 

r 

. 1,9^0 

Boxes, 39 

. • 

Sapan Wood 

— 


• 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sundries - - - 

- • - 

563 

. . Value, 140,502 

1 

- - - Value, ]41,( 

1 

Bullion • - 

. 

1,963,136 

• - 

- 4,690,396 

. 

- 6,652,. 


Sp.D" 

t 

9,928,682 

Sp.D" 

9,976,841 

* Sp. D' 

19,905, 


( 62 .) 



( 28 ) 


No. 2.— 'Account of the Quantity and Value of Tea, and other Articles, &c., exported from Canton, kc.^continuei. 


Description 

of 

t 

f 

t 

1831-^2. 



' East India Company- 

1 Private Traders. 

Total. 

A 1 tides, 

c 

'Quantity. 

Dollars. 

Quantity. 

Dollars. 

Quantity. 

Dollars. . 

'IVa 

c 

Peculs,237/>IC 

?,997,r,0l 

I’wuls, 23,971 

< 

,4- 

7.)/,G2^ 

#• *' 

Peciils, 261,487 

8,755,126 

llaw Silk . 

f 

- 

— S,451 

■ 2,654,688 

— 8,451 

2,054,683 

Nankeens 

Fieees, 1,000 

* sw 

Pieces, 315,570 

160,941 

Pieces, 3 16,570 

161,785 

Sugar and Sugar Candy 



^eettls, i>2,90r) 

560,349 

Pccula, 92,906 

560,349 

Cassia and Cassia }^uds 



- 7,710' 

57,040 

7,710 

57,040 

Drugs (Turmeric, Gallingal, 



•- , . Vij 

liie, 10,799 

- - • . Va 

luc, 10,799 

Musk, &c.) 

Silk Piece Goods 




- 247,861 


- 247,861 

'fortoisc Shell and Scrap 




- 19,017 


- 19,017 

iVarls, False Pearls, and (jlaaa 




- 48,094 


4S,(jt94 

Peadiir 

('liina Ware 




- 23,179 


- 23,179 

Writing Paper, Kilisols, Toys, 




- ; 83,840 


83,840 

and Fireworks. 

South American Copper 



Peculs, 4,0 10» 

96,810 

Peculs, 4,610 

96,810 

Cotton Yarn 



— 1,532 

73,536 

— 1,532 

73.536 

Opium, Quicksilver, andjTin - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Camphor 



2/9 

6,696 

— 279 

6,696 

Cochineal • . - 



— Ml 

30,096 

— M4 

30,096 

Vennilion - - - | 



Boxes, 825 

30,525 

Boxes, 825 

30,525 

Mother of Pearl Shells 



PecuJs, 2,235 

37,995 

Peculs, 2,235 

37,995, 

Rhubarb 


• 

— 763 

41,202 

- 763 

41,202 

Alum . - - 



— 20,475 

35,831 

— 20.475 

35,831 

Canes 



Va 

lue, 7,476 

- . - Va 

1 

ke, 7,476 

Mats 



1 

- 3,829 

1 

- 3,829 

Aniseed - - - 



1 

Peculs, 477 

5,008 

Peculs, 477 

5,008 

Cloves 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ 

Tutenague - - - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 


Saltpetre - - - 

d- 

- 

— 1,868 

13,076 

— 1,868 

13,076 

Tobacco and Cigars - 

- • • 

" “ 

. . - Va 

luc J 4,250 

- - - Va 

lue, 14,250 

Cotton Goods - • 

• 

' 

! 

• - — 

- 9,947 

.M. 1 

- 9,947 

Rrass Leaf or Foil and Sapan 


, 


Mr 


1 , 

Weed.. 

Sundries 


1,706 

• • 

146,492 

. 

\ 

148,198 

Bullion ... 

' ■ m m 

1,179,119 

- . . 

2,849,046 

- - 

4,028,165 


Sp.'DB.j 

1 9,179,170 ■ 

1 , Sp* D" 

1 8,025,248 

1 Sp. D" 

17.204,418 
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No.* 2. — Account of the Quantity anti Value of Tea, and ol!-,cr Articles, fkc,, c\}.ortitl irom Canton, — ro/Uuiunl. 

' % ‘ • ♦ ^ 


• • i 

^ 1 


Description 

— . .. 

of 

Fast India (^onip.uiy. 

Articles. 

r- ; 

9 

Qiianrlty. Dull:ii8« 

• . * 1 

* 


1 

/ 

J 

'I'ea 

I’ftuN, 23 1,903 8,223,100 

Raw Silk * * - 

1 - . . . 


ls:i2Ki3. 

IVivale Tra(i«‘r>. 

1 

(Quantity. ; Du 


(ja.inliiN . 


Peeuls, ‘ 2 I.Sfi:J I l*cfiils 2 r)(i,S 2 (i 


- j - . . ! . - _ fi, j — 'Vi’il ■A0S'i.i:.i 

: ! • i 

-!iWn 3 . 000 ! 2,ri7.5 I'iecos I3l,r.0O j W.0.)0 I’im's, r.> l,:)O0 8/,(;2-> 

% 

. . . .J. - - IVciil., 221, SK5 I’lTiils. 27,0;i.') 221,88.3 

• » 

t 

. , ii;;;n in.3,141 — 11,331 io:.,iii 

I I . V.iliu-, (m,71)!) - - 


NankecO'^ 

Siij^ar arid Sugar CtOidy 
, Cassia and Ca*'si,'i l»inls 


Drills (China lioot, Cf.dlingal, | 
Alnsk,i^e.) | 

■ 

Silk ricce (ioods 

l'orL(.ii>e Shell and Scrup 

IVarls, FaiMi Vearls, and Glass 

Heads. 

( hiiia Ware 

Writiiii; \\\\n'r, Kitisnls, Toys 
aiM Firi.uorkj- 

.South Amcfiian Copper 
Colton Yarn 

Opium *• * ' 

. * Quicksilver 
Tin 

Cochineal 
• Mats 
Canes 

Colton Goods 

Tobacco and Cigars 

]SI(»tJ»cr of Fcarl Shedls 

Vermilion 

Camphor 

Alum 

Rhubarb 

lirass Leaf or Foil 
Sapan Wood 
Sundries 
Bullion f - 


. — ;nih7s;» 

. — i7,ddo 

. L 2;,,(i2S 

I 

. 1-. 22,170 

. L <)().!. 3!) 


Value, ()t0,7!l9 


. — :iio,7S:i 
> L 17,380 


— 99,13'J 


IVcuIn 10.092 I 213.Mo hvculs 10,(192 21.3,840 


_ 1,273 31,739 


1,273 ;i1,739 


Cl.cM!., 23 1 17,802 (,la-b, 23 | 17,802 

IVc.iils, 287 18,(i;>.3 IVciils, 287 18, (i:,.') 

_ 1,0.37 1 n,7B8 - '■'>•*7 >1.798 

„ 1/3 I 22,227 — 9.) 22,227 


No. lO.fifO 1,182 I No. 10,040 


Value, 1 : 3,840 


Valiir, 1.3,810 


_ f,,fi(l,3 j - - . ~ 0,00.3 

IViils, 332 I 0,0 10 recuN. 332 0,fil0 

lioxcs, 1,17.3 .33,028 lluxea, 1.473 .33.028 

Peciils, .3,299 148,372 I’eculs, ;3,2!)9 1 18,372 

— .3,907 10,337 — 3,907 1(.\337 


Value. 709 
- 1,303,674 

Sp.D- 9,.330,117. 


— 1,375 08,7:30 


. Valuf, 150,271 
— 3,534,800 

Sp.D™ 8,l8l,0ii0 


:i, 37 r> fiS, 7 . 0 (j 


-j Value, InOjOfi*. 
./ — '1,838,51 

Sp.D'^ 17,711,16 


( 62 .) 
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€ 

No. g.— Account of the Qr.aiuily and Value of Tea, and' oilier Anicles, &c., exported from Canton, kc.^Qonli'nucd. 
« « • ^ 


Tea 

Haw Nik 
Nankeens 

Sugur and Sugar ( ntidy 
('nssk and Cassia Buds 



1833-34. 


Private Traders. 


Total, 


Uuanti^'. 


DriJifs (China Root, (iaIlm;jaJ, 
Musk, &o.) 

Silk Piece (Joods 

Tortoise Shell and Scra|> 

l*earU’, False Pearls, and Glass 

China Ware 

Writing Paper, Kitisols, Toy?, 
and Fireworks. 

South \uiorican Copper 

Cotton Yarn 

Opium 

QmchsWver 


(luiintily. I Dollars. 

TV 

Mills, 29,031 ! l.oN’iSC jreculs, 259,84(1 

- 9,!m 


Teoils, 29,031 I 1,04>,. 180 

• i 

- 9,920 j 3,097, 107 

Piects, 30, GOO i ‘Ji>,G44 

/ Peenfs, 28,439 I 264,14(1 
- 47.007 / 145,268 


Pieces, 30,000 


Dollar*;. 

8, 910, 2.12 
3,097,107 
22,044 


I 


Pccula, 10,907 

— 20*1 


2()U4() 

jPectih, 28,139 / 2(i4,l l(l 

145,258 

' 

— 1^007 1 14, 5, CMS 

36,757 

• • VaJiio, l]C\757 * 


1 • 

332, 8d 1 

1 

7,822 

— 7,s2:i 

1 

26,291 

1 

1 

13,525 

1 

— 13,125 

1 

• 10G.513 

1 • 

— 100.11,; 

21S,140 

I’ccttls, 10,907 1 218,140 

8,442 

- 201 1 

1 


1 


llhuban 

Cotton Goods 

Alum 

Tobacco and Cigars 

Canes 

Mother of Pearl-,8hells 

Mats 

Vermilion r 

Camphor *1 

Aniseed 

Alum - 1 " 

Cloves 

llhubarb 

Tutenagi 

Brass Leaf or Foill 


8ap:in Wood k' 

Saltpetre 

M 

Sundries - 

Tbbaii^ 

Hr 


Picco?, 1,2.^) 

Peculs, 2,019 
Uoxe«, 3,')7(i 
PecuU, 2, K'.O 

- 10,213 

- 13! 
Poxes, 81 


7 ::.oo j 

31,321 
12L;*S1 
OS, ICO 
20, 120 

2'*.! 72 

• « 

3,726 


Value, 272 
- 385,849 

I 


. •Value, 115,6!)4 
- 6,576,585 


Pieces, 1, 2^)0 i 

i 

Pociils ' 
Boxes, 3,3 7h ; 
Pvculs, 2,130 ' 
UV213 

I 

_ d3l 
Uoxe^, i 


Value 


Sp. \\2,354,\07 




No. 3 . 


An AcrouNT of all liii.i.R drawn upon India and London by tlie Sk.i.kct 
C oMMiTTfiK at Canion, in each Year, from 1820 inclusive to lln* laleM 
'I’inie to wliicli the same can he made out. 
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C 

No. J,— Account of tlie Quantity and Value of Tea, and other Articles, &c., exported from Canton, &c.— y 


-- ■ — ■ 

• 


« 

f 


, 1833-34. 

c. 


Description 

of 








1 

East India Com])any. 

Private Traders. 

( 

Tot\l, 

Articles. 

« 


1* Quantity 

Diillars. 

Quantity. 

Dollars. 

Quanlijy. 

f 

Dollars. 

Tea 


IVeuls, 2.10,815 

7,911,666 

Pcculs, 29,031 


Peeuls, 259,8 16 

8,956,252 

Uaw Silk 

- 

1 


— 9,920 

3,097,107 

9,920 

3,097,167 

Nankeens 

- 

- 

f 

Pieces 30,C00 

22,()14 

Pieces, 30,600 

22,614 

Sugar ami Sugar Candy 

- 


4 

Pcculs, 28,439 

204,140 

Pcculs, 28,439 

201,1 10 

(Cassia and Cassia HucN 

- 

. 

- 

— J 7.007 

145,258 

— 17,607 

145, 2.5 S 

Drugs (China Root, Gallmgai, 
Musk, (kc.) 

- 

i 

Value, 3(1,757 

1 

- • V'a 

lie, 30,757 

• 

Silk Piece (loods 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 332,844 

- 

1 

— 332,844 

1 

Tortoise Shell and Scrap 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 7,822 

- 

I 

— 7,822 

1 

Pearls False i^earls, and Gla.ss 

. 


- 

1 

— 2(3,291 
L 13,525 

- 

— '26,291 

('hiua Ware 

- 


- 

- •. ^ 


- 

— 13.52.0 

Writing Paper, Kitisols, Toys, 
and Firewcuks. 


‘ 

100.543 

- 

— 106,543 

South .\uierican Copper 

- 

- 

- 

I'eciils, 10,907 

218,140 

Peculs, 10,907 

218,140 

Cotton Yarn 


. 

- 

— 201 

8yl42 

— 201 

8,442 

Opium 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Quicksilver 


— 

— 

— 

— 


— 

Tin 

. 

— 

— 

— 


— 

— 

Cochineal 


. 

• 

— '202 

44,036 

— 202 

44,036 

Mats 



- 

No’ 28.691 . 

13,055 

No. 28,691 

13,05.0 

Canes 


- 

- 

Va 

ue, 14,389 

- - Value, 1 l,3S9 

Cotton Goods 




Pieces, 1,250 

7,.500 

Pieces, 1,250 

7,500 

Tobacco and Cigars 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

— 

Mother of Pearl Shells 


( 

- 

Pcculs, 2,049 

31,321 

Peculs, 2,019 

34.321 

Vermilion 



- 

Boxes, 3,570 

121,584 

Boxes, 3,576 

121,584 

('amphor 


- 

“ 

Peculs, 2,130 

53,460 

Peculs, 2,430 

53,460 

Alum 


- 

- 

— 10,213 

20,426 

— 10,213 

20.420 

Rhubarb - 


- 

- 

- 434 

25,172 

-- 434 

2.5,172 

Drass Leaf or Foil 


- 

- 

Boxes, * 8 1 

3,720 

Boxes, dl 

' 3,720 

Sapan Wood 


— 

— 


— 

— 


Sundries 


Va 

lue, 272 

- ‘Value, 115,694 

- - Valu 

e, 115,966 

Rullion - 1 - 

ll 



- 385.849 

— 

0,576,585 

‘ 

0,962,134 

i i 


Sp. D*" 

8,297,787 

Sp. 

12,354,107 

Sp.D" 

20,651,894 


"East India ll ffee, > 
S7th March it lO. j 


(Errors excepted.) 


JAMES C. MELVILL, 

Secretary. 


I I 
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No. 3 . 

Av Account of ull liiui.R drawn upon India and London hy tlie Sci.kct 
Committee at Canton, in each Year, from IS‘iO inclusive to the latest 
'I'inie to which the .>.aiMe can he made out. 
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No; 3. 

An Account of all BiA.s drawn upon I^dia and London by the Select Cojmmittee at Canton 




— 

— 



. — 



' 

' 

« 




■ 


f 


INDIA. 
















- . 

, 


: 




BOMBAV. 


TOTAL. 

¥ 

* 














Chiii.i 

i 

1 

1 









Siasi.)ii. 

I 

! 

1 

U.itc 1 

! 

Ainoiiht 

Rate 


\\moiint 

Amount 
received at 

Itate 

of 



1 of Kxchan'fc 

.Slight. ' 

• 


of Kxcliunge 

Si(;ht. 

received at 

^Cuntuii fur Bills 

Exchange 

Sight. 


1 

j 

por Dollar. 

received .'ll (‘anion 

t 

per Dollar 


Canton. 

drawn in eaeti 
Year.^* 

piT 

dollar. 



'i 

1 


i 

1 

/ioltnrs. 1 

Ihfhrs. ^ 



Ihllnrs. 

Doiltirs. 

s. </. 



1 1 

jjo S« ion D‘*' 

1 

:u) Davs 

•21.1,00:) 




• 





Do. per Di). 1 

Do. 











1 



1 ‘fSsosd* 




1,988,936 


_ 

isj 

1 

1 

LO-l Do. per n«». j 

Do. 






4 H 

365 Days 


‘io2 Do. per Do. 

D.». 

l.rid.vD'l 






5 (J 

7:50 Days 



1 



1.807,H.5fi 

1 ru5,m 




1,807,8.16 

2,813,103 



1 

li^^l Do. per Do. 

Do. 


220 Bombay U' 

30 Days 

1,237,937 









per KK)D^». 






r- 











LS'-r-V*! 

r‘’i 

1 Do. per Do. 

Do. 

’ 

2,080,15.1 

Do. per Do. 

Do. 

46.1,622 

2,54.1,777 

4 6 

l i Mom hi 

1 

1 '.!() : 

Do. por Do. 

Do. 

1 

100,000 ' 









i iiu: 

Do. por Do. 

Do. 


1 








i 'JK 

» Do. per Do. 

Do. 

J,78i),.')<1.1 

i 








L'n}: 

> Do. por Do. 

Do. 

I00',S.19 

j 3,270,827 




3,270,827 

4 6 

:J65 Days 

1 ‘T 

‘JOh 

' Do. por Do. 

Do. 

f;2'1,4G2 

1 





L'n ' 

Do, por Do. 

Do. 

dOO/iOH i 

1 

■ 1 




4 6 

.36.1 Davf 



Do. por Du, 

Do. 

l:)7Jo5 1 

1 

j l,l«-2,.135 

i 



] 162,535 

4 6 

|182 Day 


^ ai.'i 







i 

1 

4 6 

182 Day 











4 .3 

il83 Day 

:?o.i 

Do. por Do. 

Do. 

; - 

718,598 

- 


. 

748,508 



1 

‘.’00 

Do, per Dtj. 

Do. 

j 71^^,211 

i 






1 



Do. por Do. 

Do. 

1,052,274 

I,7t>8,51.> 




1,768,515 

4 n. 

1 

6 Month 


ja 






IWJij-L’O 

-0-1 j^Po. per Do. 

Do. 

, ' - 

2,728,362 

- 

• 

■ • • 

2,728,362 

4 2 

6 Month 

1N-’9'.‘J() 1 

?()2 

Do. pCT Do. 

Do. 

- 

821, .1-JO 

- - - 

- 

- - ■ 

821,520 


6 Month 


00, . 

' 1. per Do. 

Do. 

1,0:17,712 

! 







1 

0/ “ 

'. per J)o. 

Do. 

l,152,o^>:’. 






4 U 

!6 Monti) 


?Foil. 

Do. 

8'J(),voS 

‘I ‘im 17a 




3,381,173 

4 1 

Do. 

1 j 

VJI..,.. 


'. per Do. 

Do. 

‘J7],]20 







/ 

• 

». per Dt). 

Do- 


5,024, 633 




5,024,633 

. 4 2} 

6 Month 

: 


j 

; 







1 ). per Do. 

‘do. 

l,dI4,S.S7 








1 

/ 


j 0. per Do. 

Do. 

1,S78,7US 

3,193,595 




3,19.3.595 

r f 

4 4 

6 ISTontli 

tA- 


i 

1 

. 1—). per Do: 

Do. 






ai7 


• 

.'},174,I0{) 

• - • 

^ • 

” " " 

3,174,109 

Mi 


/ Indi.! I| ’Ise 

( 









J 7tli Alarclt ! 

1 

1 

lOj. per Do. 

1 ' 

Do. 

- 

1,310,3;>S 

- 

- 

- 

1,310,332 


— 


1 

!i 


Sp. Di-^. 

.! 34,036,312 


Sp. Dri. 

1,703,559 

35,739.871 








1 

1 







here have ncil been any Bills drawn from Canton on Madras and Prince of Wales Island in the above Period. 


, 17lh March "1840. 
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m 


. ' No. 3. 

oach\earfro}nTfr2 0 inclusive, to the latest Time to^vliicl, tl.c sa.ne'cltn he made .mt. 
LONDON. 


ifll.LS, 


Amount rrccivcil at 


t J CmiTll-ICATES. 

; Hate, «zc. at which tl)e Ctimnianders and Officers wt re Mipplletl. 
Amount I — / — - - 

'? \ Bate 


I'OTAI.. 


Canton. 1 Eni'land. I 

• • I ot iiXeliani^L* 

I I per Dollar. 


Dollars. 


SlcrliHfi. 


. 

m . 

428,572 
382,00 i* 

820,573 

£ 

108,000 

• 

- 

s 

“ 

• 

.11,000 

2,175 


262,070 

50,168 

44,.56'5 

7P,:ffi.S 

123,033 

27,885 

1 

715,100 

1,750,31.'; 

2,16.5,484 

78,201 

.')32,855 

16,120 

* 

1 

- -• 

• 

171,808 

35,791 

- • 

111,740 

23,046 

131,610 

16,000 

147,610 

30,411 

• 

- 

157,842 

29,704 

• - 

21^6,247 

;64,187 

4» iMM 




Sp. Drs. 

4,627,408 

£1,019,651 


• 



s. d, 
5 3 
:t 
0 


Sight. 


00 Days 
3(».^ Days 
00 D.i A 


Amount. 


r* lO,.'?;';-! 
l.'JMl't 


J 0 j 0G5 Days j ^ 


4 10 
0 0 


4 H 
4 JO 


4 8 
4 10 


4 « 


4 6 
4 7 


4 .8 

4 4 


4 It 
4 U 

4 

4 


4 1 } 

4 ‘J 


4 1\ 
4 2 


4 2} 
4 3 


4 4 
4 4^ 


90 Days 
365 Days 

j 

1 

1 174,106 

i 174,106 

0 Days 
36.5 Days 

142.560 

142.561 

90 Days 
36.1 Days 
i 1)0 D.-ivs 
Mi! Ih)s 

I ' 

9,001 
0,001 
179, .107 

1 7.), 10.8 

. 

« 

9 

00 Diy.^ 
3().j Dj^ys 

189, 'WO 
i89.:U>0 

00 Days ' 
36.5 Dfijs 

. 

5.^,7 

5.5,744 

00 Days* 
365 Days 

208,(K)8 * 
208,007 : 

90 Days 
365 Days 

223, .571 
223,572 

90 Days 
365 Days 

232,314 

232,314 

1 

90 Days 
365 Days 

222,611 
• 222,641 

90 Days 
365 Days 

1 

203,008 

2(j3,998 

90 Days 
365 Days 

89,866 

89,S66 

90 Days 
365^DayB 

234,227 

234,227 


1 

• 



■ 


Sp. Drs. 


China 

Sea.soiL 


j ^Dollars. 

Sh riling. 

Dol/iirs. 

Slnliiu’. 


• 333,933 

1 

e 

83,747 


£ . 

83,7 17 

1820-21 

1 

348,392 

i 

8.5,616 

I,l69,!0:5 

28.3,646 

1821.22 

■.w.ict 

67,716 

28.5,121 

67.7^6 

IS22.23 






377,1.07 

85,8 1 1 

388,107 

88,319 

182.3.21 

j .378,720 

86,001 

641,690 

115,169 

1821 2:5 

1 

111,488 

2.5,.3I7 

235,121 

GJiCoa 

182.5.2() 

416,01.5 

89,260 

2,881,499 

622,124 

1826-27 

447,143 

92,689 

52.5, .144 ' 

' 108,818 

1827-28 

464,628 

97, '^82 

636,436 

1 13, 073 

1828. 20 

44.5,282 

92,30.3 

557,022 

11.5,349 

1 829.-30 

407,996 

81, .571 

.555,606 

' 

j I4,9S5 

I8.30-.3I 

179,732 

.38,006 

**^17,574 

1 

7,710 

18,31-32 

468,454 

101,986 

764,701 

iV.,173 

i 

1832-33 

- 

- 

Nil. • 

■ J. 

18.33-34 

9 

• 

• 

• 9 

1 

Nil. 

__'L 

• 

1834 35 

. 4,664,101 

£ 1,030,380 

9,291,509 

1 £2,'}j;o,03l 



i 

' 

r,t~ 



Hem* —The Certificates are drawn in Dollars from Canton without a Rate. Tli^ Rate at which they are paid to the Comnj^jtlerg, &c, is fixed by the 




• '* inifnderg, &c, i 

Court of Directors in England. The Functions of tlie'Selcct CoinmlUee of Supra Cargoes ceased on the aistmy 

(Erron noepted.) ^ ^ JAMlJs C. MEf ILL, Socretary. 
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No. 4. 

t 

An* ArcouNT of the Exports and Imports of Forrign Nations at the Port of Canton^ in each Year from 
1S20 inclusive; distinguishing Woollen, CorroN Goods, Tea, Treasure and Bills, and' all othc/ 
Articles, as far as the same can be made out 


AMERICAN TRADE.-EXPORTS* 


Descriplioii of Articles, 


'leas 

Nankeens 
Munufactured Silk* 


Raw Silk - ^ 

Camlets and Drugget/ s 

Cassia and Cassia Bu ds 
Sugar and Candy 
China Ware - j - 

Mats and Matting \ * 

Rhubarb . - 

Vermilion 

Callingal 
Lac(|uerc(l Ware 


Cassia Oil 
Tortoise kSIicII 


1 


Musk 
Oambogc 
Paper . 

Copper 
Tin 

Camphor 
Ginger 
C’otton Goods - ][». 
Cotton Yarn - f 

Flannel . | 

Wood - ' jJ* 


isrjo-ni 




1820-21. 1 

1821-22. V 

1822-23. 


. .* . . 


ff 





Quantity. 

Dollars. 

Quantity. 

Dollar*!. 

Quantity. 

' Dollars. 


lbs. 

7,890,267 

2,106,58i<' 

Ib.s. "N 

9,312,267 ( 

Boxes, 

2,012,538 

lbs. 

1 1,303,733 

3,071,018 



1 

2 , 71 6 J 





Pieces, 


Pieces, 


Pieces, 


- 

671,270 

302, 762 

1,761,528 

889,531 

1,149,206 

014,413 

r 

Pieces, 'N 

( 

1,286,211^ 

Pieces, ’N 

r 

I'ieccs, 'N 


■ 

i:i7,3:h 1 
lbs. 3 , 333 / 

35 1,864 1 
lbs. f 

2,868,225*1 

381,782 1 
Cases, f 

3,052,836 

i 


1 

35,733J 

1 

8 J 






lbs. 



- 

- 

2,667 

9,000 

21,067 

52,250 


Peculs, 


Peculs, 

• 

Peculs, 



;V2io 

70,:'.81 

5,078 

129,478 

8,635 

197,592 


2,664 

20,1 15 

15,490 

123,560 

6,S73 

2M,190 


1,039 

10,390 

1,134 

1 12,474 

* 11,190 

1,279 

11,016 


. 

«• * * 

946 

3,810 

12,831 


291 

11,640 

730 • 

t29,200 


23,380 


Boxes, 






66 

2,970 

— 


— 



Pccula, 





c* 


639 

3,10.5 


— 

— 

— 


Value, 12,000 



— 



Peculs, 







16 

3,200 


. 

Peculs, 5 

1,250 


7 

6,300 


. 

18 

16,200 


Calties, 




Catties, 



25 

1,500 


. • • 

20 

1,000 


Value, 5 16 1 


. 

10 

500 


- 

- 

1,081 

10,810 

— 




- 


Peculs, 1,861 

37,220 



■ • « 


' m m m 

211 

5,697 





m m m 

410 

M50 


i 

- 


1 17,500 

— 

- 



- 

— w 


Pieces, 360 

50*v 


. ■ . 

• • • 



Peculs, 44 

3,760 


- 

• - • 


. 

Gross, 6,000 

3,000 

- 1 

- 

- 


- 

Boxes, 1,020 

2,550 



.... 

■ 

- 

2,850 

,485 


. 

— 

— ' 

— 

Pieces, 210 

2,100 


w 


— 



C250 


( 

Va] 

ne, " 150,006 » 

Vai 

ue. 127,235 

— 

V 


• 

. 

Value. 215,000 

— 

■— 

d; 






O' 

7 

- 

... 

- 

- 

Vail 

le, wm 


Sp. D" 

4,088,060' 

Sp.D" 

7,058,741 

Sp. D" 

7,524,492 


.jt 
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Camphor 

(linger 

Cotton Goods 
Coll on Yarn 
Flannel 
Sapsiii W(K)d 


' Nutmegs and Mace 
Pearl Buttons 


AM ElllC \N :EI ADE.— EX POUT.s. 


Description of A nicies. 

I 

Teas 

• • 

Nankeens 
Manufactured Silks 


Haw Silk 

Camlets and Druggets 

(^Uj^sia and Cas.si:i Buds 
Sugar and Candy 
China Ware 

Mats and iMatling 

Rhubarb 

Vermiliort 
Gallingal 
Lacijiicred Ware 
Cassia Oil 
Tortoise Shell 
Musk 
Gamboge 
J^aper 
Copper 

Till 


Firework.s 
Cliow Cbow 
Rattans 
Window Blinds 
Skins and Furs 
•Aniseed Oil 
Fans and Screens 
Glass Cloth 
Dragons Blood 
Spice Oil 
Trunks^ . 

Combs * - 
Aniseed 
Cllvna Root 
Turmeric 

Sundries not specified 
Bullion and Sj ecie 
Bills of Exchange 
Exports to South America and "I I 
the Sandwich Islands, kc* S 
Parlipulartf not given, J 






Quantity. 


lifts. 

10,152,2G7 


Piece.s, 

2r>2,200 

Pieces, -N 
:US,670 ( 
lbs. ^ f 

6,2fi7J 


Ptculs, 

7,072 

7:i4 

104 

2,0.V1 

• 

H9 

I 


Boxes, 


Doll.irs. 

35217,015 

181,118 

•J,^28,094| 


175,381 

8,711 

4,010 

13,270 

3,500 

4,000 


(|uautity. 


Ihs. 

13,741,107 

Pieces,* 
.53(;.O0O 
^ pieces, 
574,057 I 
lbs. ( 

0,807; 

12,007 

Peculs, 

9,113 

4,377 

1,097 

Bolls 

3,3S0 

PeenN, 

1.59 


1'cculs, 

370 

209 


11,470 

4,301 


■* ' 


Value, ^ 8,520 

Value, 2 1 7,000. 
Sp. D^* 


5,677,149 


1824-2.3. 


Dolhr-.. • 


15; 


150 

45 


4,.5'il,s74<j 

347,910 

2,999,791 

38,950 

207,780 

37,537 

10,970 

10,900 

7,950 


13,175 


4,!V>0 

075 


140 


Gro.vs, 

13,050 

Boxe\, 

4,020 


490 


5,400 


11,5.50 


Vahu, 12,150 




Value, 200,000 
Sp. D" 


8,501,121 


1825-26. 


* 

lbs. 1 

l'.’, 7 j 0 ,l) 0 () 1 1 

Chests, I j 

5.4 7 J 
Pierc", 
721,000 

lbs. 

019,014 

lbs. 

78,133 

Pecid.s, 

10,110 

2.4,18!) 

2.S23 

Hnlls,’ 

3, .580 

Peru Is, 

18.5 


Peculs, 24 

9 


J’lcce 




Pecu 


21 


f-. 


<irns> 
i;.|’0O 
B(.se{ 

/ / 


Nr>. ( 


4,185,788 

500,950 
2,7 i 0,3 1 7 

271,200 


221,159 

20.3,114 

28,230 

17,930 

8,32,5 


1, 800 
9,000 


11,814 

27,702 

0,100 
5,380 
1 1,795 


Value, 195,500 
71 1 1,218 


19 

iH) 


910 
21,980 


1)^» 




8,752,502 



( ) 


So. 4. — An Acpount of the FJ^cports and Imports of Foreign Nations at the Port of Canton, &c.— coM/i/iwcd. 


* Description of AiticliA. 


. XMKRICAN 'rUAliB.— exports. 


182G-27. 


1827-28. 


1828-29. 


^ Quantity. 


Quantity. 


(ituantity. 


8,577,407 2,128,349 10,416,934 3,235.620 9,851,067 2,777,328 

' Ti;. 


Nankeens 


Manufactured Silk^j 


Raw Silk 


Camlets and Druggitr, 
Cassia and Cassia Ptuls 


Sugar and Candy 


China Ware 

ir' 

Rfats and Matting 
Rhubarb - 
Vermilion 

Gallingal - • 

Lacquered Ware 

Cassia Oil 
Tortoise Shell 
Musk 
Gamboge 

Pepper • i - 
Copper 

Tin - " . • 

Camphor 

(linger • ' |- 

Colton (loods j j 

Cottim Yarn - 
Flannel - I* 
Sap;.!! Wood -I- I 

Nutmegs and Macer ‘ - 


Pearl Buttons 

Fireworks 
Chow Chow 
Rattans 
Window Blinds 
Skins and Furs' 

Aniseed Oil 
Fans and Screens 

Grass Cloth 


Piece.s, 

2t8.725 

Pieces, 

;i0l,833 

lbs. 

3,fi()0 
34,6<j7 
Pieces, 
2,052 
Pec ids, 
4,379 
PecuU, 
4,514 
Boxes, 
300, 
l,42;i 
Rolls 
3,89(i 
Peculs, 
109 


Piecej, 

2 Id, 107 .524,500 

r Pieces, 

•i 

1,62..,.1..0/ 


, Pcciila, 
74,910 ,'<•3,136 

{ Pccul,'!, 

2,140 

Boxes, 

1,450 

9.961 988 

Rolls, 

19,180 5,090 

Peculs, 

4,905 132 

Boxes, 

no 


Peculs, 4 


200 Peculs, 2 


Dragons Blood 

Spice Oil - “ - - 

Trunks - 

Combs 

Aniseed - - i • - 

China Root 

Tiy'mcric • ' , - 

Sundries not spccifi *" 

Bullion and Specie * 

Bills of Exchange 
lCxj)orts to South An - ba and \ 
the Sandwich Islii &c., > - 
Particulars not gi j - J 


(iros.s, 

5,600 

Boxe<, 

6,126 


Pecub, 

2 

93,828 

Pieces, 

200 

Peculs, 

9 


— w 

Boxesr 


Peculs, 

205 


Value, 90,000 


367,150 


1,957,348 


132,944 


Value, 291,364 


Sp.D" 4,363,788 ,Sp. D« 6,143,360 


Pieces, 
452,900 
Pieces, -1 

2Ii;i09 I 

lbs. ( 

19,200J 


Peculs, 

4,703 

Peculs, ^ 
4,643 [ 
Boxes, f 

220J 


Peculs, 420 


Peculs, 50 


321,982 


1,053,107 


144,320 


Value, 30,000 


ValiM, 70,000 


Sp.D» 4,552,200 


( 37 ) 
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^ No. 4.— An Account of the Exports and Imports of I'orelgu Nations at ilic Port of Ciin»on, 


AMERICAN Til ADE.— EXPERTS. 


Description of Articles. 


■{ 

{ 




Quniitit)'. 


Teas . 

Nankeens 

• « 

Manufactured Silks - 
Raw Silk 

Camlet's and Druggets 
Cassia and Cassia Ends 

wSii^ar atid Candy 

• 

China Ware 

Mats^and Matting 

Uhnburb 

Vermilion 

Gallingid 

Lac(|ucred Ware 

Ca;;>ia Oil 

Tortoise Shell 

Musk 

Gamhoge 

Paper 

Copper 

Till 

Cam|)hor 

Ginger 

• Cotton Goods 
Colton Yarn 
Flannel 
Sapari Wood 
Nutmegs and Mace 

Pearl Buttons 

Fireworks 
Chow Chow 
Rattans 

Windoxv Blinds 
Skins and Furs 
Anfeeed Oil 
Fans and Screens 


Grass Cloth - - - 

Dragons Blood 
Spice Oil - “ 

Truiikg - • V * 

Coinbs • 

Aniseed 

.China Root , - - 

'I'urnierlc • * 

Sundries not specified • 

Bullion and' Specie 
Bills of Exchange - * . 

Exports to South America and to the'| 
Sandwich Islands, ,&c„ I’articulara S 
not gil'cn - " 


lbs. 

8,827,200 
Pieces, 

^ :119.975 
Pieces, 
182,902 
lbs. 

3I,()00 

Pieces, 285 
• Peculs, 

:},123 

Peculs, 

^1,925 

Boxes, 

741 

89 

Rolls, 

3,115 

Peculs, 

103 

Bnxes, 

186 


Peculs, 

53 


8 

46 


166 


Gross, 

12,510 

Boxes, 

4,510 

Peculs, 7 


Pieces, 

302 

Peculs, 38 
515 
103,000 


Dollars. 

2, -196, 683 
2,)0. 1 73 

995, 199 

1.38,700 

2,280 

40,837 

48,771 

531 

15,575 

9,780 

8,928 

2,650 


760 

828 


/ 

\ 


Sp. D'* 


2,656 


2,50!> 

4,994 

210 


3,020 

5,700 

3,090 

721 


Value, 0.3,000 
. 9,020 


i8;3o~;n. 


Quantity. 

• - - 

Ihs. 

7,2.31,107 

Pieties, 

125.774 

Pieces, 

261.117 

lbs. 

4;.20() 

38,000 

990 

Peculs, 

2,163 

.3,809 

Boxes, 

294 

Rolls, 

600 

Peculs, 

28 

Boxes, 

90 

Peculs, 

100 


} 


(iross, 

72,100 

Boxes, 

3,990 


Rolls, 

524 


No. 100,000 


4,108,611 


Sp. D« 


Dolltirs. 

2,014.10.3 

8t),941 

1,636,042 

H5.50I) 

8,910 

29,556 

39.:)44 

1,76 I 
.3,000 
I,6;» 
3, 13)0 
500 

Value, 2,') 17 


14,420 

4,389 

2.620 

1,400 


Value, 75,000 

Value, 257,000 


•1,263,551 


( 62 .) 
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IsJo. 4.— An Account of tl»e Exports and Imports of Foreign Nations at lire Port of Calitd\», &c . — toniinued 


"AMERICAN TRADE.— EXrORTS. 


.. . , 


, 

•’ 


• 

Dweription of Arficlfs. • 


18BI 

-B‘2. 

ia32-33. 






• 


Quantity. 

]3o11ars. 


Oollar-s. 





lbs. 




lbs. 


f 

Teas - - 

r 

11,183,334 

3,fi(i7,53() 

U,.327,TO0* 

5,925.542 



Pieces, 


Pieros, 


NiUikcens - . - 

- 

I 22 .i! 8 r» 

72,082 

^(9,500 

30,775 



I'ieccs. 

• r 

Pieces, ^ 


Manufactured Silks - 

■I 

205,177 t 
tbs. f 

1,630,882 } 

214,128 ( 

lbs. ( 

l.t 06,805 


1 

46:6*07 J 

1 

9,000 J 


Raw Silk 


11.033 

40/^0) 

1 9,200 

50,400 




PierCs, 

Camlets and Druggets 

- 

3,500 


- M'-'i 

10,364 


Peculs, 

• 

iVculs, 

1 

Cassia and. Cassia Rods 

- 

3,61)1 

.38J56 

r 

8,390 

I’ccills, 

1 100,702 

Sugar and Candy 

- 


5’?, 50!) ^ 

.V2I8 t 
Boxes, / 

1 

75,317 

/ 



1 

5,013 J 


China Ware - - 

_ 

. 

• - - 

6 15 

13,080 



Rolls, 


Rolls 

Mats and Mail in;’' 

. 

2,H44 

1 1.220 

10,308 

41,472 



Pccid^ 


l*eciiN, * 

j • 

Rhubi^tl) 

• 

581 

17,520 , 

187 

1 5,610 


Boxes, 


lioxes, 


Vermilion 

. 

318 

13,350 

655 

1 22.925 




IVeuIs, 

! 

Ciallingal ... 

- 

. 


1 15 

508 

Lucquerod Ware 

- 

— 

— • 

1 

— 

Cassia Oil - 

- 

Pcculs, 38 

4,940 


— 

Tortoise Shell 

- 

— 

— . 

— 

— 

Alusk . - - 

- 

— 

S 

— 

— 

(land)Oge 

- 

— 


— 

-- 

Paper - - - 

- 

— 

— 

— 


Copper 

- 

— 

— 

1,898 

— 

Tin 

- 

- - • 

- 

29,893 

Camphor 

- 

Pcculs 25 

000 

190 

12,896 

<iing(’r - #■ 

- 

— 

— 


— 

(.otton (ioods - ' 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(/Otfon Yarn - - - 

- 


— 

— 

— 

Flannel - - - 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sapan \^^)od . - - 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nutmeg’S and Mace 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 


C^ross, 


Gross, 


Pearl Rul.tons 

. 

05,200 

11,084 

100,100 

12.018 



, Boxes, 


Boxes, 


Fireworks - , - 

- 

15,915 

23,873 

14,F14 

32,499 

Chow Chow 

- 

— 

— . 




Rattans . - - 

- 

— 

— 


— 

Window Rlitids 

- 

— j 

— 


— 

Skins and Furs 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Aniseed Oil 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

and ScreciiN 

• 

- 

• 

No. 725,030 

21,75) 



f 

I'idcpfj, 


Crass Cloth . - - 

. 

. 

- 

3,155 

18,930. 

Dragons IJlncxl 

- 

— 

— 

— 


Spice Oil - ' 


- 

. 

Pcculs, J26 

18,900 

Trunks - - 


— 

— 

— 

— 

Combs 

• 

— 

— 


— 

Aniseed 

- 

- 

• 

50 

550 

China Root - - - 

- 

- 

- 

* 


'J'urmeric . - 

- 

- 

• - *1 


no 

Sundries not specified 

- 

. 

Value, 107,550 

- 

Value, 83,125 

Bullion and Specie 

• 

— 


— 

— 

Bills of Ex<*hange 

- 



1 * 

Value. 264,8 16 

Exports to South America and 

thex 

I 




‘ Sandwich Islaml.s, &c., Particulars > 

« 

Value, 150,000 

- 

Value, 340, 173 

not given 

-j 






Sp. D"* 

5,857}/ 32 

, Sp. d™ 

8,22.V375 

J 


No Accounts of the Americnn Trade since the Year 1832-33 have been received at the East India House. 



( ) 

**^^*1*^ Exports and Imports of Forcyii Nations at tlie Port of Canioii, ^c.~toiiti/wcd. 
AIVIPIIH AN TUADi:.— I.M4>0»TS. 


► ^ JVjjriplitni of Articles. 

0^)ium 

Ginseng 

Quicksilve^r - - • 

Mtfials 

Spelter and Tin Plates - 

Skins 

Colton 

Cotton CioOlls 
Cotton Yarn 
Wool lens 
Linens 

SpiccN and Pepper 
Rice £Ind Padilv - * 

Sandal Wood 
. Sapan \\'ood 
Ebony » - 
l3*Vt.d Niit • 

Cudbtvar 
Torioi'^e Slicll 
Tllrandy and Win? 

Coral and Amber 
^ Ratlans - • * 

* Motifer of Pearl Sliells 
Cochineal 

Clocks and Walehcs 
Birds Ne>ts 
Tobacoo 
Smalls 

(ilass and (ilass Wjiie 
Bceho de INIcr / 

Su ml lies 
noflars 

Jiills of Kxelian;;e 


Description of Artidov' 


Opium 

fiinsern; 

Quit’k.silver - • 

Alclals 

Spelter and 'i’in Plates - 

Skins 

Cotton 

Cotton Goods 

Cotton Yarn 
. Woollens 

Linens - - ' 

Si)ices and Pepper 
Rice and Paddy 
Sandfvl Wood 
• Sapan NV^ood 
Ebony - • 

Betel Not and Cudbear 
'^lortoise Shell 
Brandv and Wine 


1S‘JI)-2L 


» » 

1821-22. 


Qvmit'h/. ! ‘J 


Pecols, 2,nHi I 
»— I 2ir),r)Po 


Quanfity I Qunnt'ti/. ! -/t, 

Peciils ;{s;; j .‘l.s;{,0(iO — 

— t-’atiil PiTiils, IVn.lM) 

— U'Jl ,2'.M,S|S - , IMMC 


-^VHi'i iad.iKi) 


I , '.'(lO.tMO 


N'o. d 1 .itiO 
- Pt'fiils, ;i,7S'.' 

• I'ieccs, (!,1GI 

• Pi'ciil.-, .'{,77)5 


No. UiO.Oii!) i, I7l,l.‘^7 \o. 7!»,');1J ' 

;i7,S-'0 Pcctils, .,,(iii() ; Pociils. 8ss i <)’s7(i 

.Mt.fi'S Piew. 18.030 ; MO, Slid I'iicos, .3,S,!)7() ' J7!i.s'5S 


•l.'i.V'Cl — .ii,;):;y ; 803,10.5 _ o, j ,)n;|„oso 

‘ ■ ' i - - — 70!) i aVs!) 

•J6.-7S.5 Pcciil>, 0 17 I 2.5,01.-, Poci).. 3.11 ! 20,130 

1.5.030 — I _ „ ' 

00,o:,0 — 20, .822 I 20S,'22O — 20,0.53 ! 1311 lOs 


803,10.5 


. 1 ,/ 

^ 7,7).lfl' 
— 0,00.5 


- - 2,21.5 

- - 20 < 

— 11,112 

— 100 

— 21 

- Pipes 121 

- P'.i'iil'i, .13 

— IHS 


20, .822 I 
1,211 1 


208,220 
3,0 12 


48, ;5;;o 
2, .5011, .500 


8|,. IV‘ I 4^ 

182,1-24. 

QuuhiUy. 
ccoh ■ I -10 

— d27 


'1,0:15,000 


O-’O ; |H,<ii)0 No. 

:i : 9,00(1 

.‘•0(1 ■ :{,(/()() Pin 

.^»17 I l.W, 

Value, ! :i2,U(;8 

Vain.*, ! :n,os:) 

- I 5,125,000 - 


Sp. 1)*' I 8,199,7^1 




V- 

\. 

910 

Plpl“', 

1 ,503 

3 1,2 Cl) 

— 


— 

Pecoks 

2,250 

‘ 7,:iI 2 


1 

270 : 

■ r 

175,50 ) 

No. 

311 ! 

9, 120 

Pnuls, 

7!)2 ! 

9, lOd 


\'alu(‘, J 
I7(i ! 
\ aloe, ’ 


25,000 

;i,ioo 
d,S77 
(i,2!l2,H K) 


l^ece**, 31,109' 


— 391 


- j Ptcul>, 8, 'tot 

- I — 2;io 


Brandy and Wine - - Pipefi; 

Coral an^ Amber - 

Ratrans Peeiils. 


— 37 

pe* fi‘10 


Rattans 

MoiIk-T Ilf Pearl Shells 
Cvehiiieal 

Clocks and Watches 
Birds Nt'sts • - 
Tol) icco 
Smalts 

Glass and (ilass Ware 
B(^'he rie Mer 
Sundries 
Dollars 

Bills of Exchange 


Pecnls, 300 

— lOo' 
Value, 

— I,0S2 

V’alne, 

— 185 
Value, 



Np. I 8,:(3!),39s 


1Si>5,‘2(i. • 

»/'///. I DuJhns 

I* - 

."■,3.‘)7 I 100.710 

3,738 1 22.1,280 

21,010 23 1, 2.; I 

(;.-.!).')8 2.5.8,2;!.5 

1 !)•'* '1,802 


071,022 

13;j,fi-10 


140,02.) 


2,701) 

20,206 

5,705,200 


ffio 5 
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No. 4. — An Account of ilie Exports and Imports of Foreign Nations at the Port of Conton, &c.— continued. 


A.\Jb;i^lt:AN TRADE.— IMPORTS. 


Dowriptuin of Arlidrs. 


Opium • - - - ' 

(ijriseng | 

Uuicksilvcr 

Metals , , . 

•Speller - - - 

'Pin Plates 

Skins 

Cotton 

Cotton Goods • - 1 

CoiUm Yarn 

Woollens 

Linens 

Spices and Pepper, 

Rice and Padtly 
Sandal Wood 
Saj)in Wood 

Ebony - • - - 

Rctel Nut and Cudbear 
'rorloi^e Shell 
lirandy and W'inr 
Coral and Amber, and RatUvis 
Mothar of Pearl Shells 
Cochineal . - ^ 

(Mocks anti Watches 
liirds Nests 

Tobacco . - - 

Smalls * - - 

(jlass and Glass Ware 
Jieche de Mer 


, . liS2fi-27. 

Petals, .'iG 

— 2,5M9 

— • 2,8 1 :» ] 

— 27,808 


Dblhirs. 

2!),:)00 

66,388 

l!»7,050 

299,766 


• 1827-128. 

Quantity. 

Pccnis, 83 C 

— 8,934 

— 49.GG0 


Dollarit. 

800,600 

23.080 

69f),S.52 


• 1828-29# 

Quaniity, | 


299, 4GS — 


No. 73,575 
Peculs, J,020 

ricccs A. Do/l'iis, 

3'),191 

Pieces, 27,176 

— 2G,159 
Peculs, 3.G()0 

— I7,S32 

— 6,G80 


Pipes, 1,530 
IV'culs, 133 


25G,809 

14,280 


631,021 

162,119 

28,800 

35,664 

83,500 


No. 89.919 
Peculs, 1.336 

Pieces, 42.4/5 

— 2!s(iJ0 

— 38,762 
Peculs, .').■) 

> — 2,880 

— 4rt,107 


248,962 

17,368 

145,372 1 
281,196 

2,750 

5,172 

211,070 


Pieces. 10,623 
Dozens, 10,263 
Peculs, 338 
Pierces, 16,400 
• — 19,790 


Dollars. 

816,726 

127,460 

446,180’ 

199,337 

8,490 

2,200 

269,398 

52,153 

13,520 

323,600 

118,740 


90 9,900 

Value, 3,660 

511 8,160 

707J * 30J,22.'; 
Valut, 3 1, .300 


Peculs, 26, 110 39,660 

— 18,206 . '127,442 


28 3,360 


— 228 71,100 


Sundries 

Value, 

15,894 

Value, ' 

15,060 

V.iluc, 20,080 

Dollars . . - 

- 

1,841,168 

- 

2,119,000 

731,200 

Bills of Exchange 

a ■ ■ 

400,000 

• 

237,000 

657,300 


Sp. ir* 

4,213,717 

Sp. D” 

] 6,004,109 

Sp. D" j 4,030,865 


Description of Art ides, 


18‘29-4J0. 


1830-31. 


Quantity, 


Opium i - - 

Ginseng 

Quicksilver 

Metals . - 

Speller - - - 

Tin I'latcs 

Skins - - 

Colton 

Colton (loods 
CoUon Yarn 

Woollens - - - 

Tiinens 

Spices and Pepper 
Rice and Paddy 
Sandal Wood 
Sapan Wood - 
Ebony 

Betel Nut and CudbeaK 
Tortoise Shell 
Brandy and Wine 
Coral and Amber 
Kalians 

Mother of Pearl Shells 
Cochineal - - - 

.Clocks and IVatcbes ' • 

Birds Nests 

Tobacco • - - 

* Smalts, and Glass and' Glass Ware 
BCche de Mcr 

Sundries - - - 

Dollars - - - 

Bills of Exchange \ • 


( Pieces, 71,265’) 
1 Dozens, 21,795/ 
- Peculs, 211 


Dollars* 

502,900 

156,2.35 

395,010 

181,656 

4,579 

1,200 

191,006 

405,908 1 


Quantity. 

Peculs, 1,428 

— 1.93.4 

— 5,641 

— 24,498 

— 2,765 
Boxes, 1 ,380 
No. 18,068 
Peculs, 3,27 1 
Piece.**, 64,464 4 
Dozens, 7,840 / 


211 

8,440 

Peculs, 1,398 

29,746 

707,246 

Pieces, 21,943 

• A 

• • - 

Peculs, . 100 

. 

m m* m 

— 4,537 

44,412 

77, n\ 

— 52,602 

10,807 

43,228 

— 9,750 

36 

75 

3,600 

3,750 

/ 25 

, 53 

5,300 

— 

369 

•922 


- - , 

. 

_ ws 


46,025 

— 411 

f* • 

Value, 400 

— 

137 

2,740 

— 400 

0 • 


— 1,218 

Value, 

56,032 

Value, 

• 

1,12.3,641 

- - - 

• 

393,650 

. 

Sp. D*» 

4,311,282 

Sp. D« 


Dollars. 

806,820 

109,514 

39.>,800 

261,696 

13,134 

1.5,180 

78,471 

39,252 

311,647 

47,532 

421,450 

800 

31,759 

105,204 

39,000 


1,584 

113,025 


• 18,270 
54,822 
183,655 
1,168,500 


4,223,475 
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No.4.-An Amount of the Ev,,orUa„d Imports ol Forei-o Nations i.tthj Port ol t'.tnton. \<v 
AMERICAN TjlADH.— IMPORTtt.X 




•Description ol' ArtielcK. 


Opfiiin 

Qiiickjjilvcr 
MeUils 
iSpelter 
Tin Plates 
Skins -*• 

Colton 

Colton (loods 

Colton Yarn 

Woollens 

Linens 

Spices and Pepper 
* Tticc and IJaddy 
Sai^iiil WocmI 
Sapan \Vood 
Ebony 
Retel Nut 
Cudbear 
TorUii.se Shell 
'“lirandy and Wine 
Coral and Amber 
Kalians 

Mother of Pearl Shells 
Cochineal 

Clocks and Watches 
Dirdx Nesis 

Tobacco y 

Smalts 

Class and Class Ware 
Heclie de Afer 
^un dries 
Dollars 

Pills of Lxeliiiinre 


1 \m ^2. 

I 

- I Peculs ' tOj 

< , — 10,‘J!):, 

- : — . LV*in 

- PoXCN 1100 

- i No., 21/i7n I 

- •• peruls, 1 7o 

fi Piece^ 9‘2,S0(;;)i 

l ! J)(j/.en^^21,.‘i(iri r\ 

; IViul.s^ ‘>,2S(i j 

: IVcs, 7,1 ItS 1 

1- - 


Peent!?^ 


J?\|0.(;71 V 

L400 I 


Dollars. 
221,100 
l.v.),:) ly 
720, (iaO 

11,022 , 

() :;oo 

Dio J .'III 
• l,ssy 

.TJf^.tjOO I 

N-i.ridi.’ 

I 11,110 


III, .112 
7,000 


I' 

1 = 


770 

37fi 


-• I 


I - 


fi Pends C)0i ) . 
(| figar-S lS0,00Oi! 


i 


Value, 2,3 Of) 


77), 200 

Value, 10,000 

H.170 

\’alup, 2 ,j00 

ioo,:>oo 
007,2.02 
2VI80,S7I 


8p. 


5,:>3I,808 


183-2-33. 


^ Quant It I /. j 

PeeuU, .‘ISO ' 

, - 2,;»o 7 j 

- io,i:,i ; 
■— 111,201) 1 
7, 1 IS ! 
Poxes, 100 
N.> , 15,872 j 

Pieces, 118,02(1 J 
IXiziMK, 28,5 1 !)J] 
I’cciiN, 2, 205 I 
Pieces, 2fi,37.') 

100 i 

Poenis. 10 1, .SI 7 

j,lj00 


2,002 

iO 


DnU.nlt 

228,000 

lUl.Ojt 

ll‘2!),.)1S 

3.n'),a.‘,S 

0.‘)0 

ido.o.sri 

100,038 

y2,;V2li 

•IS.’ha.SS 

•1.800 


\ r 


221,712 

28,000 


180 


15,010 

15,720 


Sp. It'S 


Vt.ino, ;i:i,ioi 
C82,5I!) 
•l,772,r)|(! 

8.5(12,071 


iN'KTHRRLANDS TRADE EX FOR I S. 


DiiHTiplion of Artu'k's. 

1820-21 to 1823-24. 

18‘2IV25. 

iH'i.i-ar;, 


Qiutntiitj. 


DvUan, 

Qttnniito. 

Dollar t. 

Qmnfiti/. 

Dallar^i, 

Tea 

.1 

- 


- 

(’bests, 323 

“ 

- 

Chests, .'13,308 



Nankeens - - - ' 



. 

Piccev, 158,800 


— 

— 



Manufactured Silks 



- 


— 220 


- 

Pieces, 2,121 



Raw Silk - - / - 



• 

- 

PeeuD, 20 


tr 1 

Pcculs, M 



Cassia atid Cassia Buds 




. . . 

100 


^ Value not 

— £ 21 ) 



Sua;ar and (>audy 




“* • " 

- 


specitied. 

- " 11 


^Value not 

China .Ware 





- - - 


- 

Pieces, 123 


^spccilied. 

•Paper - 





Peculs 7yi 


— 




Linen - ■ - 


- 

- 

- 

Pieces. 10,000 


’• — 

— 



China Hoot 


- 





- 

Pecuijiff 3.^) 1 



Gallingal - • - 


- 



- 

• 

201 



Ginger - 


No Helurns for these 

- 

- 

— ' 3 


. 

Dollars - - ^ 


r 

• 

Year**. 

- 

- 

Value, 

2r)4.,000 

Quicksilver -• •• 



• 



— 

— 

— 

Khubarb 


— 


. - 

— 

— 

— 

. - 

Aniseed 


— 


— 

— 

— 

— 1 

- 

Vermilion 


— 


— 

— 

— 



Umbrellas 


— 


— 

# 

• 


• • 

, • 

Trunks 


— 


— 



— 



Opium . • - 


— 


— 

— 

— 



Sundries 


— 


— 

— 

— • 



Remittauce.s to Plurope and Java 


— 


— 

— 

— 

— 


Cloth (Whitt^ 


— 


— 


• — 




Cigars * - - 





~ f' 

— 

— 

— 



.1... 




/ 



((52.) 


( ) 


-An Account of the Exju^rts and Iniprisi of Foreign Nations at tlic Port of Canton, kc^eontinued. 
. NEWHSRLANDS TKAiy..— EXPOinS. 


Dfscriptioii tif Arliples. 

t 

'I’ea ^ 

N'liukecris - -- 

IMaiuiraciurt'd Silks 
Uuw Silk - . - 

Cassia and Cassia l^iids 
Stigar anil Candy 
Clnna Ware - - - 

Paper . - . 

Linen - - • 

China Root - . - 

Gallihgal. - - - 

(linger 

Dollars - / - 

(Quicksilver - 

Kliubarh 

Aniseed 

Vermilion 

Umbrellas 

'J’rnnks 

Opium 

Sundiios 

Remitlanccs to Europe and Java 
Cloth (While) 

Cigais 


Doscription of' Aiticlos. 

Tea 

Nankeens - - - 

Manufactured Silks 
Raw Silk 

Cassia and Cassia Buds 
Sugar and C.uidy 
China Ware 

Paper - - 1 

Linen 

China Rout > - • 

(jallingal 

Ginger . . . 

Dollars 

(Quieksilver - ^ - 

Rhubarb - 

A,niseed 

Vermilion and Umbrellas 
Trunks 


, Siindfics - - ‘ - 

Remittances to Europe and Java 
Clplb (White) 

Cigars 


• . 18l>G-27. 


1827-28. 


1828-29: 


Quanliti/, Dollars^ i)uavtihi. I DUlnn. Quantity, Dollars, 

Chests, 2!V24:> V - ChesLs 26,997 !> • Chests, 19. l^tS ^ 

Pieces, 15.t)00 i - * - 'Pietes 2,000 ' 

- - - "I * " 

* - Pcculs, . 10 - \ Peculs, IGO 

Pcculs, 582 . . — 400 Valiienot 1,775 

- - - - - pi'ecifieil- _ 3,271*'. Valuenot 

- - - Valuenot — — — si)ceilicd. 

. fspeciHed.'’ . _ 35 


Peculs, 10 I 

- 11 I 


Pecnls, 4 IJ — 


Peculs, 10*0 J 


1820-80. 

Quantity. Dollars. 

Peculs, 7.8C0 3I5,8J2 i 

Vaiue, 3,900 
Peculs, 130 ; 39,000 

— 51 i 700 

I 

“ « ■ I * 

Value, 1,000 

Peculs, 411 I ^ 8,880 \ 

Value. 1,800 J 


Peculs, 80 420 


Peculs, 168 10,920 

— 20 260 

Sets, 63 1.575 

rii . 01 (Valuenot 

Chests, 34 < . 


. I Peculs, 320 


Value, 42,9y'() 


- Peculs, 52 1 

t^^‘duenot, 

• 1 spmficd. 

. No., 1,200 j 

- Sets. 59 J 


Sp. lis' 392,287 
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N o. 4.— An Account of the Exports and Imports of Foreign Nations at the Port of Canton, &c.— 


conUnt^'ii, 


^ DescTiplpn of Articles. 


OpiuiB 

' tiinscng - ^ 
QuicTjsilver . • 

Metals . 

Skins 

Spices and Pepper 
Bullion (Gold) 

Cotton Goods ^ 

Woollens 
Spirits (Gin) 

Rice and Paddy 

Ebony 

Camphor* 

Birds Nests 
X^toise Shell 
Gold and Silver Thread 
Cochkieal ‘ • 

Rattans 
BC^bc cle Mer 
Prussian Blue 
Glass 4nd Sapan VVuod 
.«^mbier 
Betel rfut 

Sandal Wood and Piitcluick 
’ Ivory 

Molher-o^-Pearl Shells 
Dragons Blood 
Buffalo Horns 
Wax and Saltpetre ^ 
Sundries - 
Bills 4)f’ Exchange 
Coral and Pearls 
Dollars 


NETHERLANDS TRADE.— IMPORIS. 

- - ' 

1820-21 to 1823-24. | 1824-25.' 


Qmniity. 


Voiiars. 



No Returns 

Years, 


ns for rocst^ 


- pV’Ciil.s, 3,3/)0 j 
— 1‘2I ; 

Cutties, 3 1 i 

^ I 




V. 


Quantitjf. 

Peculb, 29 I 


noUil^f. 


Pieces, *869 


V^ulue not 
speeitied. 


lS‘2r)-L>6, 

(^u<t»rr/7/ I D»llnt 
Chesi.s ^ 127 iT , 
Pecul.s, LV>I ! J 

— 71 

— 6,911) 

— 5!M 


Pieces, 2 19 
— 4,091 

IVcuis, 2,000 


I Value not 
^ spfcitjed. 


Catties 209 | 
— 360 

•JOO 

-ill j 

11'.’ : 


Peculs, 


I 


77.000 


■/ 


Dp'^criiitioii of A nick's. 


Opium 
•Ginseng 
Quicksilver 
Metals 
Skills 

Spicc.s and Pepper 
Bullion (Gold) 

•Cotton Cioods 
Woollens 
Spirits (Gin) 

Rice and Paddy 
Ebony 
Camphor 
Birds Nests 
Tortoise Shell 
Gold arul Silver Thread 
Cocliineal 
Rattans 
Beche de Mer 
Prussian Blue 
Gla.ss 

Sapan Wood 
Gambici* 

Betel Nut 
Sandal Wood 
Putchuck 
Ivory 

Mother-o’- Pearl Shells 
Dragons Blood 
Buffalo Horns 
Wux 

Saltpetre aml^Sundries 
Bills of*Exchange 
Coral and Pearls 
Dollars 




1H26-27. 

1827-28. 


lH28-‘2 

» ' 

Quantity. | 

Dollars, 

Qwintilif. 1 

Dollarn. 

I Quantity. I 

Chests 

10 1 

- 

Chests 32 n 

- 

Chests, 

53 |- 

Pcculs, 

86 


j 

Pcculs, 80 , 


l*eculs. 

1 

113 1 

— 

6,021 

- 

— [11,276 i 

- 

— 

8.230 

. 

- 

. 

No. y/ti ! 

- 

No 

1,381 1 

— 

8,696 

- 

Pcculs, 6,80.0 1 

- 

Peculs, 

2,562 i 

Pieces, 

2,930 


Pieces, 2,300 1 





' 

— 

5,oyo 

- 

— 6,350 1 

1 

- 

Pieces, 

3,020 j 

- 

- 

Value not 

Peculs, 12,030 | 

- 

Periil!>,;i 1,082 ; 



' specifed. 

— 72 ; 

Catties, 07 ; 






Catties, 

r;(i4 

- 

- .')0 ; 

— 

— 

1 


. 

- 

— 43 , 

Value not 

Peculs, 

10 1 

(’atlic^, 

472 


— 570 i 

^ speciUed, 

(Jalties, 

33.J j 

Pecuh, 

12 

- 

Peculf, 14 1 

— 


1 



327 

. 

— 3,005 1 

■ » 

Peculs, 

1.314 1 

- 

. 

- 

- - j 

- 

— ' 

.316 ! 


80 

— 

1 

— 


i 

Pieces, 

30 

— 





Peculs, 

34 


Pcculs, 660 

- 

— 

622 } 


• 8 


- 174 

— 

— 

i 

. 

• 


— 913 

- 

— 

310 i 

- 

- 


— 67 

o«i 

- 

■ — 

1,228 j 


. 


♦- li 

“r 



. 

. 


— • 388 

- 

— 

11 1 


• 


■ — 138 

— 

— 

1 

. * 

“ 1 


No. 911 

.... 

— 


• 

. 1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— • 

30 1 

— 

— 

— 

• 

— 




, - 

Z . ’ 


— 


• 

- 

‘4^3,000 

*• • • 

78,030 

-JL 


/ - 


iJnllait. 


>|)ccitied 


1,000 


nr • 


( U ) 
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NRTHEllLANDS TRADE.-IMPORTS. 



j 

r-j . - 

A ' 

^ 

• — ^ ^ 

^ 1 


“ 1 — , 

Description of Articles. 

♦I 

. 1829-30. 1 

1830-31. 1 

1831 ■;p2. . • 

. 

r 

j QuanlUf/. 

Cne.st-, 120 

Dollars. 

105.870A 

Quantily. 

Dollars. 

QuantUj/. 

DdOars, 

2?100, 

Opitfni 

■\ 

- 

Value not > 

V - - 

50,000 

Peculs, 3 


1 

stated. J 


• 

• 

• 

Ginseng and Quicksilver 

- 

t 






Metals 

Skins 

; 

Peculs, ‘2,.‘il2 
No. J,416 

43,900 

1,5.50 

Quantities 

32,400 

— 2, .550 

’40.975 

Spices and Pejjper 

Bullion (Gold) 


Pecufe, 3,281 

39,760 

specihed. 

4,900 

— 1,035 

. . •# 

14,6.')5 

1,.300 

Cotton Goods 


Pieces, 700 

• 4,000 


- 

Pieces, 187 

935 

Woollens 


— 2,500 

96,340 


12,000 

— 1,520 

48,640 

Spirits (Gin) 


Chests, 300 

],50(^ 

lV«5ls, H,500 

- 

Flasks, 3,375 

844 

Rice and Paddy 


]*eculH, 14,130 

18,200 

39,875 

Peculs, 89,700 

224.250 

Ebony 


- • • 

- 

. 

1 V 


• — 17 

• 68 

Camphor 


Cutties, 246 

M90 




•— 

— 

Birds Nests • - 


- 

- 

- 

- 

Catties, 1,200 

36,00]) . 

Tortoise Shell 


— 59 

' \-''0 

• 

• 

— 600, 

14,400 

Gold and Silver Thread 


— 


— 

— 

" f " 

(Cochineal * - 



“1 

— 

— 

— 


Rattans -■* -y 

BCche de Mer - 


Peculs, 3,474 


- 

2,760 

Peculs, 2,277 

6,831 



— 

— 

— 


Prussian Blue and Glass 


— 

— 

1 Quantities 
> not 

specified. 

— 




Sapan Woj)i] ^ 

Gambier and Betel Nut 


— 106 

106 

— 

— 

fZ • 

Safulal Wood 


— 1,111 

16,800 

. 

Peculs, 160 

600 

Putchuck 


— 

— 

— 

— 

...» 

— 

Ivory 


- 3i 

* 260 

’ 1 \ 

- 

Catties, 70 

:;,500 

Motlier-o’- Pearl Shells 


— 

— 

— 

— 

. — 

Dragons Blood 


— 

— 

T" 

— 

— 

, — 

Bufl’ilo Horns, and Wax 


— 




— 


Saltpetre 


— 235 

2,820 


— 

(c 

<• — 


Sundries 


Value, 4,000 

. 

13,300 

Value, 6.000 

Bdls oi’ Exchange 



- 

J V^ilue, 40,000 


• 

Coral 



- 

- 

• 

Catties, 300 

30 

Pearls 


. 

- 

* * • 

- 

Value, 2,000 

Dollars 


- 

- 

- 

16,700 

- 

51,000 



Sp. \V^ 

350,406 

Sp.JP» 

21 1,935. 

8p. D" 

457,128 


In Season 1632-33 'I'hirlecn Dutch Ships, and in Season 1833-34 Eight, Duldi Ships, arrived in China, but no 
Particulars have been received respecting their Import or Export Cargoes. 


SPANISH TRADE TO CIUNA, 

Spanish Ddllars. 


Estimated Value - 1620-21 - 1,500,000 

1621-22 - 1,500.000 

1822-23 - 700,000 

1S23-21 - 700,000 

1824-25 - 700,000 

1S25-2C - 000,000 • 

1620-27 - 070,000 

1827-28 - 500,000 

1826-20 - 500,000 

1820-30 ^ 500,000 


There are no further Particulars given of the Spanish 
'JVade than nVat are stated above. 


In 1820-27 One I)ani>h and Two French Ships arc staled 
to have been in Chimu No Particulars whatever are 
• given resjrecting the ('argoes of tliese Ships. 

In,, 1,828-20 One Prussiar, One iD.inish, Three FrAu’li, 
Twenty-three Spanish, and Eighteen Portuguese Sliip^ 
arc stated to have been in China. No Particulars what- 
ever are given respecting the Cargoes ot^ these Ships, 
excepting the Value of Spanish Trade slated above. 


In 1820-30 Four French, Seven Danish, One Prussian,, 
Thirty-one Spanish, and Twenly-tw(» Portuguese Ships,* 
and Three Ships from the Sandwich Islands are staled to 
have been in China. No Particulars whatever are given 
respecting the (Cargoes of these Ships, excepting the 
Value of Spanish Trade slated above. 

In 1830-31 One Danish, One S.irilinian, Twenty-six Spanish, 
Fifteen Portuguese Ships are stated to have been in 
ChiEa. No Particulars whatever are given respecting the 
Cargoes of these Ships. Also Five French Shfps, ih^ 
Tonnage of which is staled at 2,00 1, One of vyhich ex- 
ported a Cargo valued at 20,000 Dollars. 

In 1831-32 Thirty-four Spanish, Nineteen Portuguese, 
Seven I)aui>h, Two Prussian, and One French Ships ar- 
rived in Chin:i. No Pnitlcularh whatever are given re- 
specting the Cargoes of Ships. • . 

In 1832-33 Forty-seven Spanisn, 'fhirtcSi Pr»rtiigiiese, Five 
Danisl), Three French, One Hamburgh, and One Mexican 
Ships arrived in China. No Particulars whatever are 
given respeclitig the Cargoes of these Ships. 

In 1633-34 Forty-one Spinisli, Nineteen Portuguese, Four 
Danish, One Prussian, Eight French, Four Hamburg^ 
One licigic, and One Mexican Ships arrived in China. 
No Particidurs wdialever are given respecting the Cargoes 
of these Ships. ^ 


E ist India Honse, (Errors excepted.) JAMES C. MELVILL, ' 

I /ih March Iti'tO. Secretary. 






